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Racial incidents fuel fear at MSU

by BARBRA CHEIMAN

and TELAINA MORSE

uR-H Correspondents

Despiie constant guarartess
of equality by the administration,
many students continue to feel that
racism still plagues MSU.

And many students have
experienced racially-maotivated
attacks that fuel the fire of their
maicontent.

imran Wadcod, an engineer-
ing graduate student, said he has
repeatedly been a victim of institu-
tional racism in trying to get an
assistanceship. Wadcod said he has
passed his preliminary examinations
and his English fluency test, yet he
still has been denied an assistance-
ship. He aiso said he has an F-1 visa
which permits him to work for an 18-

UR- artwork/RANDY DEBLER

another pressure on intemational
students Is the inabiiity to sign up for

job placement interviews.
Paul Burke, assistant director

for international Job Placement , sald

tional students any more or lesas thén
we would American students,” he
sald, adding that the agency has a
policy that is open to qualified people
regardiess of their color, creed, or
race.

Wadcod said he still does not
know what he is lacking, or how to

tackie to problem.

“T'm deserving enough for
assistanceship but | don't know how

to raise & voice about it,” Wadcod
said.
However, some students feel

getting the short end of the stick,”
said Jeff Brandt, a sophomore.
“White kids need a 2.75 to get into
the business school while biacks only
needa2.s.”

Emest Betts, director of
minority education programs for the
coliege of business, said thet is,
completely faise.

 "Wedon't have different
criteria for whites or biacks,” Betis
said. "Students can enter witha 2.5 if
they have 56 credits from the time of
the last spring term, but no more than
84. Everyone else must have a 2.75.

“Minorities come to par iike
everybody else,” Betts added.

Several students expressed
concern over race-related incidents
with the campus police department.

Timothy Johnson, a graduate
student , said he once was driving on

month period in the United Stetes. 1 know this thing Is happen- m" g x i oty b leoby
Wadcod said Americans with lower ing but | don’t know how to eradicate actually have the upper hand. officer stopped his car

GPAs haveobtainedessistanceshipe i - wadcod said. “ anything white pecpie are :

over him. According to Wadcod, See FEAR, p-2

Peyton chooses to focus
attention on race issues

by BRIAN MARSHALL
uR4 Correspondent

Darius Peyton is a modest man.

He refuses to answer questions
about himself, yet he is anything but
quiet.

Peyton's name became some-
what of a househoid word as the
main spokesperson during last year's
black student sit-in at the MSU
administration building. Peyton's
reluctance to grant interviews about
himself indicates his dedication to a
cause he feels very strongly about.
Peyton wants you 10 know this — he
is not in this for personal glorification.

it is sultable that one woulkd meet
Peyton at the East Complex Leader-
ship Workshop. He is Chairperson of

the ASMSU Programming Board,
and is looked upon by many as the
most important student leader on
campus.

Peyton, however, thinks of
himself as an everyman of MSU.

1 place myseif as grass roots (in
the MSU community),” he said.

At the workshop, where he gave
a30-minute keynote address, Peyton
stressed leadership as an action
word. He said that a leader must
“incorporate motivation, communica-
tion, delegetion, organiztion, and
conflict resolution” to be successful.

Throughout an interview with the
uR following his speech, Peyton
stressed a need for MSU's admini-
stration to listen to the students, and
to act on these recommendations,
and not their own instincts.

Peyton speaks Saturday afteroon
“The good businessman knows
how to sell his product to his cusiom-.
ors,” Peyton said, “not say ‘We have
a product, take Rt or isave ik .’ °
Peyton has serious doubts as to
the sincerity of the administration.

I they were sincere,” he said,
“that poskion {(Senior Advisortothe
Provost) would have been Assistant

See PEYTON, p. 11
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From FEAR, p. 1
= Johneon sakd the DPS officer

interrogated him and his passenger
pest the point which Johnson consider

“The only rational reasoning .
why | was chosen is because 'm
biack,” Johnson said.

According to Tracy Mabry, a
senior, police officers harass blacks

more.
*Police officers pull over
blacks because you're biack,” she

said.

DPS Director Bruce Benson
said a lack of communication usually
Is to blame for situations like that.

*Any time someone is pulied
over, you're subject to whet's on the
mind of the person being pulled over,”
Benson said. “He might say he was
only pulled over because he was a
student, or some other reason.
Nobody likes to have authority pushed
on them. This reaction is very normal
and we just have 1o deal with k. But
it's not what this department is all

about.

While the department is
committed to being sensitive to the
diverse racial, ethnic and cultural
make-up of the campus, Benson said
thet individual incidents like those de-
scribed by some biack students
actually could materialize, but only

very rarely.

“Surs, k could happen, but to
say generally that pofice harass &
perticular category of students is really
out of ine,” Benson said.

. Thedepartment has initiated
Several community programs t0
improve ks image and accessibillty in
the last few years, and has adecid-
:UHMOPWWNMW.M

: “in the last three years, we've
hired all women and minorities for the

six posktions that have been open,”
Benson said.

The problem must be ad-
dressed from two perspectives —the
students’ and the police department’s.

Students, Benson said, have
to learn that police are humans and do
not intend to be adversarial. But at the
same time, he added that police
officers must be more sensitive to the
diversestudent population.

Racism does not always come
from an authority figure down, how-
ever. Many times ! originates from
peers — other students and room-
mates.

Ina recent Wiison Hall
govemment meeting agroup-oriented
racialquestion surfaced. Students
were discussing whether or not to
have a black magazine avaliable at
the front desk.

“It shouidnt be an issue,” said
Simone Mathis, ajunior. 1 should be

dwlototu\lnthodnloodunqpool
mageazine | want 10 read.”

Paraj Manderekar, a sopho-
more, found a racist
scrawied in chalk on the message
board outside his door in Hoimes Hall.

The message read: “Why do
you have an accent? Why don’t you
move home? (India) You’re not from
EastLansing.”

Students on his floor nick-
named him Punjab, a servant charac-
ter played in Littie Orphan Annie. R
refers 10 someone from a region in
lndlur:thohaldm.mm
in Rtself ls degrading, he said.

Earlier this term thero was &
dinner for the Black Caucus in Hoimes
Hall. Signs were put on the tabie to
indicate that they were reserved for
the Black Caucus students.

Donna Redd, an MSU senior
and Hoimes Hall minority aid, said
several students were offended by this
and wrote on the signs: “Reserved for
any race, color, orcreed.”

“We not trying to discrimi-
nete,” Redd said. "We're just biack
people trying 1o get together and have
agood time.” '

Other people believe the
Issue of racism is expioited.

“The definition of the word has
become too broad,” said Paul
Bumelkis, a sophomore. "It Is used as
an excuse whenever it can be.”
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Keith Sandun, a senior, said
only a minority of whites are preju-
diced. The minorities themselves also
may have negative feelings precipi-
tated by the small amounts of whites

Redd offered an exampie of
covert racism.

“Whena minority student
enters an elevator, the majority of the
students back away,” she said.

Sophomore Craig Sanders
said many times covert raciem can be
just as painful.

“W's not what they say it's
what they don't say,” Sanders said.

Sang Park, a junior, relterated
Sander's opinion.

“Tve probably been called
names behind my back. Just got to
live with k. It's a hard to take but you
just have 1o take k anyways,” Park
said.

Karen Brinidey, a freshman,
said covert racism Is the predominant
form of racism — a form minorities
don’t encouter yet know Is still there.

“Raclal remarks are not
usually made in front of them,” she

said. ‘
‘We're discriminated by being

" classified as minorities, " said Deirdre

Sizemore, a senior. “Nothing is going

to changs. If anything else was to
happen It would be something violent.”
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caleteria

international center

"Good, reasonably priced food with that
little extra care!"

Right On Campus

Serving You Mon-Thurs: 7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Also Open Football Saturdays

20% OFF

any purchase
between 4-7 p.m.

(excluding the Coffee Beanery.
Not to be used with any other coupon.)

BT e

PRUL MM"CHELL

SALON HAIRCARE

PRODUCTS

Economical sizes

Save 20% to 40%
per oz.

+

We will give a dollar
to the Economic
Crisis Center and

the Homeless of the

Lansing Area
R —

uuuuu

2767 E. Grand River
next to pistachios

-

It's No .
Secret!

MSU UNION

MSU UNION
Bowling, Billiards
and Video Games
are loads of fun
for low funds!

Bowling: 355-3357
Billiards: 355-3358

open 7 days

call or visit
to find out
how you can
win free
games!




The Second Front Page

Racism afflicts other minorities

published in The State News concemn-
by SHANNONDRAYSON ing the hiring of Dr. Lee June as senior
uR- Correspondent advisor to the provost for multicuttural
and ethnic affairs was taken out of
While blacks are the largest context. As a result, several black
minority group at MSU, other minori- groups were angered by the misinter-
ties such as Hispanics, Native Amer-  prgted message.

cans, Asians, and foreign students But according to Garcie,

comprisingdozens of nationalities Flores was pointing out the fact that

aiso feel the effects of racial descrimi-  the university usually fills minority

nation. _ positions with blacks when there are
A Hispenic minority aide, Lisa  qualified Asians, Hispanics, and Native

Garcia, said the changes Hispanics Americans.

want today are the same ones they The statement was not aimed

have wanted for years. *  atthe black minority, but rather at the

“The CHISPA president from eight administration, she said.

years ago said these are the same
things they wanted,” Garcia said.
*Every year our needs are discussed

“We don't want to take away
the credit from (blacks),” Garcia said.
“Advances for them are good, but we

with the administration and nothing need advances for ourselves.”

getsdone.” To obtain further advances
She said they will not be such as these will require minority

overlooked onthe minorityagenda,  groups to work with the administration,

nor will they tolerate another school

faculty and staff. Ralph Maldonado,
year of unfulfilied promises made by

CHISPA vice president, argued that an

the administration. Among other uncooperative attitude betwenditierent

things, Garcla feets thet Hispanicsdo  minority groups will definitely not ac-

not receive adequate representation in complishanything.

the administration that they deserve. it is not enough to point out
Thisis one of the maincon-  what is wrong with the system without

cems of the minority groups on meeting the administration hall-way,

campus. Garciasaid CHISPAPresl-  nhgsaid.

dent Elleen Flores’ recent comment I you've got balls enoughto

BUDGET PRINTING
CENTER

Save your time and $MONEY$!
Bring your copies to :

BUDGET PRINTING
...where copies are still 5¢

Printing services include:
eLlamemating «Office forms
e Announcements »Custom color ink
eBrochures FAX service
«Menus eLefterhead
e Dissertations (hard/soft cover)
Mailers sBooklets
*Rubber stamps eBusiness cards
oTypeselting «Carbonless forms
«Stapling s Newsletters

ePick-up/Delivery
4¢
copy special
(812x11)
exp. Dec. 22

974 trowbridge
(by Shop-Rite)

NEAR CAMPUS
351-5060

say It's wrong, you shouid get up
there and help them fix k,” Maidonado

said.

Most students say racial
tension between non-biack minorities
and whites is not nearly as intense as

it Is between biacks and whites. How-

ever, discrimination is present in
subtie forms. Words and actions with
underlying meanings and implications
are barely noticed by most.

Trang Bul, an Asian minority
aide, said that most Asians at MSU
need help in identifying prejudicial
remarks.

“if someone calls you a model
minority, that is a subtle form of
racism,” she said.

Asians are not discriminated
against as much as other non-black

minorities because of their
emphasis in education, and pest
achievements by other Asians, she
said.

Bul said Asians usually tend
to be passive in reacting to forms of
discrimination because they are not
hurt physically. She said they tend to
ignore discriminatory comments or
talk amongst themselves instead of
making waves.

However, it will hurt them in
the long run,” Bul wamed.

Many foreign students also do
not want to call attention to them-
seives. Maribel Garcia will be retumn-
ing to the Phillipines after fall term.
Unfortunately, she and other friends
have been discriminated against on
more than one instance.

One such incident involved a
friend of hers going to a local ice
cream eatery. “Lisa” was the only
customer there when she arrived, yet
was not served until a full ten minutes

were served immediatly, even though
she was there first.

People also tend to ask for-
eigners questions that are uncon-
sciously offensive. Foreigners study-
ing here are well versed in American
history and politics. An even greater
percentage are bilingual. What people
do not realize is that they have many
of the modern conveniences present
in America.

“Peopile ask if we know who
Columbus is...or do we have styro-
foam in the Phillipines, things like
that,” Garcia said.

Binod Sundararajan has been
a MSU student for two years. He is

familiar with discrimination because of -

the caste system he grew up with in
india. In the states, the racial preju-
dices are aimed not only towards
himself but also toward his American
girfriend.

“if there was ever a marriage
between us, | would be mocked and
she would also feel the effects,” he

said.

Sundararajan said prejudiced
people make generalizations about a
certain race and overiook the person-
ality of an individual. The coupie has
conciuded that discrimination began in
ancienttimes. -

"It's a territorial, primitive
thing. Someone has come to invade
the territory and they feel they need to
protect it,” he said.

Forwhatever reason people
are prejudiced, they are wearing
blinders. To overcome such discrimi-
nation, Sundararajan said people
needto be aware of each other.

*Don’t turn away just because
you don't want 1o know or are afraid of
asking,” he said. “Find out what

people are like.”

later. A group of whites came in and
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These are the fmal words on raC|sm

WAKE
UP!

: There are many ugly things in
the world. Some things are more

sinister and uglier than others.
Perched righteously atop the

heap of ugly things in the world is
udice.

We're talking about:

Bigotry.

ignorance.

Hatred.

But whatever word you choose,
it's evil and we don't need it.

And, unfortunately, it would be
sheer naivete to say prejudice
doesn’t exist and thrive here at
Michigan State.

Insome places it s as obvious
as a slur sprayed across a wall. In
other places it is buried in the way

we look at and treat each other. éj Ll u;,’if'

However, over the past year =
students have developed a height- '
ened awareness of the existence of And that may very well be the problem and dealing withRpersonto-  uR-| artwork/Steve Jablonskl
the problem at MSU, as an organ- most dangerous aspeciof prejudice;  person with open minds and swift
[zed student effort has erisen to no one is immune. action. everyone who ever has made a racial
notify us that we live in a poor state Unlike a virus or disease, surviv- Tominority leaders: Wecaution  rgmark, and that means most of us.
of race relations at Michigan State  ng prejudice does not make us less  that grandstanding and metaphor- To university and government
University —an institution created jikaly 10 fall victim to It again. Rather, R flled speaches for the television officals: We urge you to buck the
to offer opportunity to all people gives us rationalization for our own cameras will solve nothing, and only status quo and be imaginitive and
regardiess of their walk of life, skin personal hatred. widen the already considerabie chasm dm inyour efforts to help improve
color, religion, sexual preference or Lastyear's sit-in forced many between where we standtodayand i situation, while waming you to quit
culure. students to face the facts: Not all is where we want to be tomorrow. hiding behind THE SYSTEM and

Itisat suchan institutionfilled ol here. Continue to challenge the administra- g its slowness as an excuse for
with supposedly enlightened people Unfortunately, the sit-infalledto - tion as you have been, butdon't fall the lack of progress we have seen.
that we find the pemnicious practice  come up with real solutions tothe victim to the trap of rejecting every The addition of Dr. Lee June is a step
ofdiscrimination andthe problems  probiem. It is apparent thatthere lsno  proposal by the administration. All in the right direction (though we don't
that revoive around raceandthe  quick fix. No one knows howto soive  sides must be willing to listen with want to get tied up In the semantics of
groups and individuals who cannot  1hg problem, and students live on, open minds in order to bridge the his title). And while MSU Idea looks
exist in with someone who  frystrated and bitter. gaps that currently exist. fine, that only looks like fip serviceto

Is different from themseives. Minority students feel littie or To non-minorities: We are dis- us. It's time 10 put your noses to the

tis disappointing, but not sur-  nothing is being doneto improve their  gusted and saddened, and urge you tone and inftiate sometangibie
prising; no one seems immune from  piight. That is probebly true, giventhe  toabandon excusing your hang-ups mmmgm|mm, oy
the ravages of racial bies. size and slowness of this bureaucratic  with paper-thin rationalizations for To everyone (since we are all

Not the whites. Not the blacks. utter prejudice and stupidity. While we living in the same world) we ask you

recognize that racism is a two-way
streat, the bottom line is this: most of

the time non-minorities (white maies)

universly.

Non-minority students feel they
can justify their prejudices by pointing
&l the sit-in and saying how, once

Not the Hispanics. Not the Asians.

Not the Native Americans. Not to reconsider the next time you want

to laugh at an off-color joke, search for
a seat surrounded by emply seats, or

We are all guity of racism n again, minorities are causingtrouble  are behind . Hundreds of profound gtarg straight ahead as you walk
one form or another. and whining. changes by the university administra-  throughife. e

Whether It is in the telling of a We all must scrutinize the situ- tion will mean nothing uniess the Call It cliche, but we are all
Joke, choice of seatinaciass ora  ation and re-assess the position. attitudes of the student body start10 prothers and sisters and this Is our

bus, or the blank or dirty looks we
shoot each other with while strolling

There are no immediate solutions
to the problem minority students face,

coincide with our supposedly edu-
cated intellects. This is not only aimed

worid. Let's make it a better one.

across campus and through town,
we all contribyte to the problem.

but the lines of communication must
be kept open by de-politicizing the

at those of you who choose to paint
graffiti on dorm rooms. it means
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Ask and ye shall receive

Dear uR-i staft,

Just as you asked, first the praise,
then the criticism.

| just finished the Nov. 1st issue of
the paper. There was a lot more to like
than there was in the Oct. 25th Issue.
You are improving. | reservemy
greatest applause for your stories on
Des Pennington and the Adolescent
Diversion Project. They were insightful
and well done. Please keep giving us
stories like these two.

Another feature that | think is very
wel done is your “Out and About®
section. You offer a good mix of
activities and alert your readers to
happenings they would otherwise not
be aware of. Keep It up.

Now for the criticism.

First a word about the layout.
Must all the ads be at the bottom of
the page? They are no longer as
bunchy as in the past, but every page
that contains advertising copy has ads
at the bottom and print at the top.
Experiment a little, see what you can
do. Also, why is it that stories start on
one page, and then make readers tum
back to a page they have previously
read to find the rest of the article?
Most people read the paper starting at
page one and working through to the
back. The constant flipping of pages in
order to find the end of an interesting
article tends to be irritating. Though |
would never ask that uR-1 staft
members become conventional, this is
one convention it might be useful to
observe. So please, iry doing page
layout with stories starting at the front
and being continued on later pages.

Another probiem | have with the
UR- is the absence of articles about
any of the arts except music, and it
the article deals with music it is
generally rock and roll. Now | have
nothing against rock music, but don‘t
publicize it at the expense of all the
other local art. There are piays,
classical concerts, musicals, art
shows and dance presentations that
also deserve newspaper space.
Widen your horizons a bit. Try attend-
ing a play or writing abouta local
theatregroup.

My last and perhape slightly picky
criticism deals with The State News
beshing that goes on in your publica-
tion. In every issue | have seen, you
have, at some point, gone into great
detail about how The State News is a
conservative newspaper, paid for by
university funds and quite probably
under the thumb of the MSU admini-
stration. This is of course in contrast

i O e

H{AIEY K]

-called on k. There is, however, no

to the brave staffers of the uR-l who
are unfunded, unsponsored and are
the truly alternative campus volice (it
says 80 right on the front page). We
get the message. The only thing you
are accomplishing by bashing The
State News s giving them free
publicity. If The State News Is truly in
the wrong, as they were in the case of
Des Pennington, they need to be

I'm sure the situation wouid have been
handied muchdifferently.

By no means am | trying to make
excuses for the way pofice handied
elther situation. They were both
handied poortly. | am merely trying to
suggest an alternate way of looking at
the two incidents without making such
strong accusations as 10 the correla-
tion between race and the wey the

% poncoreaaod.Thesca_mlsmudl

eporter-lntelligencer .

need for siurs on their editorial policy,  broader than that.
integrity or staff. That's free publicity Gook luck, Mr. Pennington, and
and you don't see them givingyou any  thank you for not being afraid to stand
space intheirpaper. - up for what you belleve in. Your

All in all you seem to be on your slence Is exactly what your cowardly
way to having a good publication. callers are trying to achieve.
Please keep working at R.

— Dawn Piper

— Kristine Shreve Poly Science Sophomore

Policemisunderstood  Urbania where are you?
' | saw the best band in East
Dear Editor, Lansing at a Halloween party last

| am writing in response to your
front page story ("Letter Gamers
Deadly Response®) in the Nov. 1 1989
Issue. | strongly support and admire
Des Pennington for standing up for
what he belleves in, and for protecting
his freedom of speech. However, |
think the issue discussed in his letter
to The State News should be looked
into a little deeper before such strong
accusations are made. While it is true
that the two incidents were treated
differently and probably in neither
case correctly, the situations had
difference circumstances that are not
exclusivetothe colorofskin, °

Any time there is a large gather-

ing of people, regardiess of race, color
or creed, it's bound to make the

authorities nervous and probably a
little over-anxious. The situation also
tends to be more volatile when the
group of peopie are bound together by
a common element, whether that
element be color of skin, special
interest, common religion or national-
ity. When a large group of people with
the same goals and values are united
together, emotions tend to run high.
Theauthorities probably sensed that
on the night of the picnic. This,
together with the fact that they had
forewaming of the event probably
caused them to over react to the
situation.

The incident at Cedar Viliage is
not to be excused or to be made light
of. The actions of the students were
deplorable. However, that authorities
had no forewamning, they had no way
of preparing themselves. |fthey had,

DS

I it's a neat-o reader response card!

I So are we headed in the right track?

Friday Oct. 27th. They used to be
called Lessons in Theory. Now |
think they are called Urbania. How
come no one talks about them? They
make every band I've seen in this
town look ridiculous. Yes, even bop

(harvey).

— Fred Chapman, Con-
cemed Chap -

Don't raise kids here

Dear Editor,

The Nov. 1st issue of your paper
Is the first 've seen. | was thrilled to
soee Lash in print again. Keep up the
good work|

| have my own commentary on the

Cedarfest business. | am an adult
student. | first came to MSU in 1980
with my youngest son, then 12-years-
oid. | was given an apartment in
Spartan Village, and my son went to
Hannah Middle School. We came
from a farm, and had not lived so
close to 80 many people before.

It took about two years for my son
to start changing. He would come
home later and later each day. By the
time he was 15, the DPS knew my
voice well, for | called them many
times on the whereabouts of my boy.
He would walk home, stopping at
each party he saw along the way fora
drink or two, and there were several
times when he was found in a gutter
or on a lawn passed out by an officer.

My son aiso induiged in other
drugs, and developed methods of
obtaining money for these drugs that

5

included breaking into sok drink
machines and apartments, as well as
university buildings. The DPS was
onto him and his cronies, and when
they caught them, they would bring
them home to their parents. | tried
several times 10 get someone to bring
charges against my son, or lock him
up, or some way to stop him, but it all |
got was that k was my responsibility. |
could not handie him, and could get no
help. Some of the officers were
sympathetic, but none would do
anything. _

My son is an alcoholic. He
dropped out of high school, and
though a brilliant and talented com-
puter hacker, he is working off a long,
poor track record as a teenage delin-
quent. | did not raise him in a vacuum.
Parents who raise teens in the East
Lansing area all have thie scenario to
look forward to. | belleve ifthe DPS
had dealt with him, and with other
children early on, this would never
have happened. The problem of
underage drinking is magnified when
the parents get no help from the
community.

Thank you for your induigence,
— Nancy L. Spencer

Stearn(s) criticism

| am writing in response to David
Stearns’ article, "Hats offto Derby
Days? No way!” (1 Nov., uR-1 No. 6)
and | am not even Greek. :

First of all, in his attempt at making
a justifiable argument of why fraterni-
ties can get away with serving beer to
underage students, while the rest of us
GDi's are slapped in the face with a
felony charge, he made some very
close-minded generalizations along
the way. (i.e. "have you ever seen a
Greek that can dance?” “pink and
green L.L. Bean outifts,” "cute bomber
jackets,” etc...). Let’s face i, there is a
high percentage of students involved
in the Greek system at MSU, but the
uR- Is already quickly heading to-
wands limiting its audience.

Foryour information, since this
“truly independent” paper is a so-called
local music supporter, the bands
whose names Mr. Stearns did not
know were Skor, The Hold, Second
Self, and Huntunes. There I8 nothing
conforming with trying to gain a little
exposure in E. Lansing, whether it's at
Rick's, in a basement, or at a fraternity
house. In my opinion, the uR-| should
have recognized Derby Days because
of the talented musicians invoived,
instead of ignoring their presence
there.

"1  Theintended message ofthe

| article was a noble cause which

J resulted inyet another act of sense-

i less stereotyping. There is no room for
i any kind of prejudice at MSU, whether

‘_| it be aimed at blacks, yellows, or-

j Please let us know, send this card to our offices at 142 Gunson St. with any criticisms, com-

I ments or suggestions or other things you believe will enhance our ability to serve the MSU

I community. Remember, this is your paper, too.

D e ki o e S A S A S s o e

r anges, purples or Greeks. Prejudice is
prejudice no matter which minority is

I targoted. Where are wa (the students)

g supposed to turn i our altemnative
newspaper discriminates ?




6 - Reporter-intelligencer

8 November, 1989

Cowardly roommates spread racial plague

Stearn

The words were scrawled sloppily
on a plece of ripped-out notebook

paper and taped to my younger
brother's Wonders Hall dorm room.

it was the first evidence of overt
prejudice that | had ever experienced
at MSU. To be honest, | wasn't
surprised. | knew it was there. It just
hadn’t slapped me in the face.

Last year my brother was a
freshman here, living a freshman’s
nightmare: he was tripled with two
football players.

They seemed nice enough when |
first met them as | was helping my

David

brother move in to his cramped
accomodations. it was bad enough
that he was tripled.

it was even worse that the two
lunkheads he had for roomates had
been living there for two months
already and were best friends since
slementary school. They wentto high
school together at one of suburban
Detroit’s supposedly prestigious, all-
boys, privete football powerhouses.
Birmingham Brother Rice.

That they were too dumb to even
get a racial slur correct is beside the
point. You probably can tell from my
pictre that my family is not Hispanic,
although my brother does wear a
Mexican-style cloth poncho that he
bought on a summer vacation in
California.

Well, we should give them some
credit. He is liberal, whatever that
means. If you take it to mean some-
one who likes change, they were right.

Al least my brother changed his
underwear once a week.

They figured out he was Jewish
several weeks later. | don't know how,
because neither of us are devoutly
religious.

Maybe It was the horns growing
out of my brother’'s head that only
revealthemselves at night.

I've got a pair, too.

Not that he wanted to stick

around, but when the university sent
all three of them & letter saying
another room had opened up in Akers
Hall, my brother was not quick to

He just didn’t want to live in Akers.
He had visited me when | lived there,
but he just didn't like k. k was his iife
and my parents money, 80 why shouid
he?

Of course, the university didn't
realize the situation, they just knew
that a room on the sixth floor of
Wonders Hall was tripled and they
couid alleviate the uncomfortable
living situation by moving a body.

Of course, in this case, that meant
my brother.

The threats started when he didn’t
jump to take the Akers room. He
staried getting notes from his oh-so-
understanding roomates saying things
like, take the Akers room or we'll beat
the living shit out of you.”

Real challenge, guys. My brother
weighs just over 100 Ibs., and two
football players feel it's necessary to
threaten him with physical violence.
What's next, a nunnery? Hannah
Middle Schooi? My grandmother?

Getting on with the story, my
brother ended up taking a room in
Landon Hall and having a very
successful year. He goes to school in
New York now.

He probably didn't leave behind

the racism or bigotry. it's a pervasive
stain on our society that won't disap-
pear by moving across the state line.
You can't run from ignorance.

This could be construed as a very
self-serving column, with me crying
and bellyaching about my poor little
brother and the big, bad goons he had
to live with.

. But f embarrasment will quell just
a little bit of this idiocy, then so be It.
So often, incidents like this happen
that get reported and then are forgot-
ten just as quickly. Just ask Shelly
Washington, or Jeffrey Robinson or
dozens of others.

Well this time, you got caught with
your pants down, boys. I'm going to
abuse my journalistic privilege ‘till 'm
blue in the face.

For the life of me, | can’t remem-
ber the wide receiver's name. Mike or
Mark or something.

The quarterback? He just got cut
from the travel squad as the third-
stringer because he had 10 undergo
arthroscopicknee surgery. John
Geiselman. Sorry If | spelled your
name wrong.

You know what you are.

Step right up! Bozo Bono struts his stuff for Bud

eranele:

Teterniels
&

e
et

Has the earth reversed its axis?

U2 only captured two Grammies
this year, while their Rattle & Hum
epic neither rattled nor hummed the

box office. Instead, hungry CD players

embrace Tracy Chapman's siow-
motion manifestos of talkin’ revolution,

while Bono appears more like Bozo —

leading a Grand March that only

strains our indigent patience, swinging

his pigtail while we linger near the bar.
Would Cookie fast ten days while

Ralph
“4. Helbutzki

Bozo preaches a sermon about self-
denial between pizza orders? | doubt
]

Even U2's answer to Colonel Tom
Parker, Paul McGuinness, seems
confused by the critical tumabout.
¢ ong used to open-mouthed devotion
&t the tip of a shamrock and a pound
rote, Mr. McGuinness actually praised
5uns ‘n’ Roses at this year's New
York Music Seminar. “Nothing can
stop a good song,” quoth the man
named after an alcoholic beverage, in
which case his proteges need not
fear... uniess Bono wraps his squeals
around Steve Winwood's ageless
classic, "Don’t You Know (What
Michelob Can Do)."

Even so, the whole I-Wear-
Jeans-I'm-Sincere-And-| Wil-Never-
Siut-Out-Even-Though-A-Budweiser-
Endorsement-ls~Just-Around-The-
Comer” movement bores me. Haven't
we had enough seriousness inthe
walipaper biah-blah-blah, aliasthe
1980's ? Mr. McGuiness, and U2's

adoring legions, seem to forget why
those of us around in the Seventies

regard them as special, even treas-
ured.

Bring back rock ‘n’ rolis bottom-of-
the-gutterthrift shop
images...SYPHILLIS SORES RE-
QUIRING A THOUSAND DOLLARS
INPENICILLIN FOR THE
GROUPIESI...BRIANJONES'BAG
OF BONESL...KEITHRICHARDS’
TORN SCARVES AND BLOOD
CLINIC BILLS!...COKE SPOONS
WITHGOLDEN NECK CHAINS FOR
EASYWEAR, DAY AND NIGHT!

How can today's pampered

-transvestites like Motley Crue and

Poison hold a candie to Bonzo
choking on his vomit, and leaving
behind a massively-selling Led
Zoppelincatelog?

How can Bono, or even Tracy, or
even Sinead “it's-So-Cool-To-Say-
Fuck® O’Connor, possibly compare
with Guns 'n’ Roses coke-soaked
charisma? I'll stand behind the brain-
fried ticket youths oversellin’ Guns ‘'n’
Roses tickets, because $35 to hear
Slash’s one-note guitar school lasts
longer in my wax-damaged eardrums
than Bono's Collected Command-
ments ever would. And for those who
ignore my admonitions, let me remind

you of that zinger in “Death or Glory,”
(the Clash):

“1 believe in this, and it's been
tested by researchviHe who fucks nuns
will later join the church.”

Judging by that couplet, Mick
Jagger’s ready for a comeback solo
tour of Catholic convents any day
NOW.

2

Geek of the Week

Sorry, Mark Grebner. You're hippie-dippie antics earn you geek of the week honors for this half of a
. fortnight. While we enjoyed reading your analysis of the candidates for East Lansing's recent
election, (especially the one on Bobby Mitchell), you'r otherwise antiquated behavior is really passe.
Would-be hippie? Just come out of the closet, Grebner, or Is it Grubby? Take a bath, will ya fella?
The only would-be hipplie elements you share are bell-bottomed jeans and long greasy halir.
All kidding aside. We appreciate your dogged efforts aimed at responsible government, although
your political stances actually are much more libertarian than most people realize.
Now about that grading the profs thing.




8 November, 1989

Reporter-Intelligencer « 7

H
'
.

Lash

Larrowe

Bush's drug
war: Another
Vietham?

it's bean a week since the sarge
in the marine corpe recrulting office
gave me the bum’s rush when |
showed up to enlist for Bush's drug
war, so | figure it’s time for another
visit.

He wasn't impressed last week
when | appeared in my oid WWHl
combat jacket with my medais pinned
toit, so this time I'm wearin’ civvies.
He remembers me anyway.

"Back again, Pops ?” he chuckles
when | breeze on in. “You're still too
oid to eniist, but I've got time on my
hands right now if you want to pursue
the conversation we were having last
week about how the U.S. oughta be
fighting the war against drugs.”

*That's what I'm here for, sarge,” |
says. “You convinced me last week
Bush ain't winning the war by tryin’ to
dry up the supply.

"But just when you were gonna let
me in on the strategy you'd use to win
i, you decided It was time to close the
office and go home, s0 you told me
come back next week.

- “Sowhat's you're strategy 7" |
asks.

“First off, let’s talk about what we
can agree on, OK7" he says. “For
starters, we should’ve learned from
our experience with Prohibition you
can't stop peopie from getting some-
thing they're determined to have by
passing a law. No matter how many
people you put in jall or how tough you
get on the folks who supply &, right?”

Tl have to agree with that,” | says
sheepishly. | was in high school
during the tall end of Prohibition, and |
took my first drink when one of my
schooimates got some home brew
from a biind pig. Real powerful stuff,
to0.”

*Did you ever try hard Ilquor
during Prohibition?” he asks curiously.

“Negative sarge,” | says. “Too
many stories were going around about
people who'd gone blind from drinking
bathtub gin or their nervous system
was paralyzed when they drank what
was soid as Jamaican rum but was
actually made in an oll drum in
somebody’s back yard.

*We used to see ‘'em comin’ down
the sidewalk like they had St. Vitus's
Dance or somethin’. | never knew the
technical name for it,” | adds. “We kids
called It ‘Jake Step’. When they'd get
to the comer, it seemed like it took
‘em five minutes 10 get across ‘cause
they couldn’t control their feet to get
down off on curb and up the other.”

- "Prohibition gave a big shot inthe
arm to organized crime and the Mafia

fike the drug lords today.”

“Put Al Capone on the map,” |
agrees impatiently. “But what's ail that
got to do with how to fight the drug
war?”

“sn't it obvious, Pops?” he says.
Y we legalize marijuana and cocaine
the way we did beer and hard liquor
when Prohibition was repealed, we'd

- stand a chance of winning because

we'd be working on the demand side.
The present-day counterparts of the
bootleggers wouidn't have any
business.”

“1don’t know, sarge,” | says
doubtfully. “Wouldn't legalizingdrugs
be an admission we've lost the war?
And wouldn it put the government’s
stamp of approval on the use of

when they moved into supply bootleg ~ drugs?”

booze, didn't 7" he says grimly. “Just

*There are times when you have

to cut your losses and pull out of an
unwinnabile miiitary situation,” he says
with a faraway look. | figurehe’'s
thinking of Nam or Beinut, so | dont
interrupt.

*And when Prohibition wes
repealed,” he says after a moment,
“the government wasn't saying booze
Is good for you. it was merely recog-
nizing that when you can't stop people
from buying Rt, 's betterto regulate its
sale. That's the way & s withtobacco,
too. Quality control. eliminate iflegal

“Legalizing drugs still seems like a
moral weakness {0 me,” | objects.
“There's gotta be another way.”

“You look fike an educated man to
me, Pops,” he says. “Maybe | can
convince you if | show you the eco-
nomics of legalization. Trying to
enforce the present drug policy is

nobody thinks the victory’s in sight, do

they?
“We could save those billions in

law enforcement costs if drugs were
decriminalized. Break the logjams in
the courts, too. And think of the
biliions in tax revenues the govemn-
ment could be taking inonsalesot
marijuana and cocaine.”

*You may have something there,
sarge,” | says cautiously. ‘i you're
right, revenue-wise, we could use
those extra monies to help our friends
in Central America hoid back the
commies without having to worry
about breaking the deficit barrier, too,
couldn'twe?”

4 was thinking we could use it to
treat addicts, and for drug education,”
he says disapprovingly. “For improv-
ing the schoots and making jobs
avallabie for kids growing up inthe -
inner cities so they wouldn't get on
drugs in desperation or push ‘em
‘cause they don't see any altemative
as a way of making a living.”

“You've just about got me con-
vinced,” | says reluctantly. 1'd feel
better, though, if the U.S. didn't have
to be the first country to experiment
with legalization. What if it dldn‘t
work?”

“You can reiax, oid-timer,” he

says. “They've already tried legalized
drugs inthe Netherlands, and the
number of users is going down, and it
looks like drug lords are in full retreat.”

Woloomoom»aydmomy
House of Disdain, Kingdom of
Crankiness, Land of Contusion; or
as thoee buggers who drink beer
upside dovwn and chase koalas
might say: Good day mate, get
buggered! But not so fast — first
there are some things | have to get
off my young, hairiees chest...

Another weekend, another case of
studential malfeasance! Just last

Sunday (on my way to get some of
those cheap tacos that drive my

pediatrician crazy — now maybe he'll

Same ole crap, but there is a silver filling, er, lining

take my temperature orally, the cold-
handed bastard) | chanced upon two
fire trucks and a police car in front of a
residence on Gunson Street. No
report of what was going on, but
rumor hes it there was a biind pig
roast that got out of hand.

Also this weekend, MSU had a
happler note as Prezident John “The-
Prexy-Nine-Out-of-Ten-Dentists
Recommend-'cause-He's-Our-Friend”
DiBlaggio received the Fauchard Gold
Medal at the American Dental Asso-
clation Annual Session, which was
held in Honolulu. (I wonder if he
spends enough time at MSU to have
residency?)

Seems our esteemed leader —
who has an extensive dental back-
ground (besides having teeth, snap-
perhead) — was honored for his
achievements in the advocacy of
flossing AFTER you brush, and not
before as was commonly presup-
posed. Nice going DiBi! And nice
smile!

A quick note 16 the bubbleheaded
couple (a Chi Omega and Pi Lambda

Phi-guy) who were making party

invkations in the Union computer lab
Saturday night. Get a room, wouldya?
The next guy who used your computer
had a hard time standing up when he
tried to leave, the seat wes 80 sticky.
You two nimrods swapped more spit
than a doctor taking a throat culture. |
know Apples are an aphrodisiac, but
that was one sickeningly disgusting
public dispiay of affection.

Speaking of the computer lab, ye
oide Provoc would like to know when
the lab assistants are going to stop
playing those computer games and
start helping those of us who need
help. | know, | know, the assistants
aren’t there as technical advisors or
as tutors. But what the hell else are
they there for? To get paid to play
Falcon?

Puli up! Pull Up! (Maybe it should
have been pull out, pull out, in refer-
enceto the previous lovebirds.)

~ The empioyees always are very
strict in making sure that people with

their own software stil sign up to use

computers. When someone is as-
signed one that olsgls
using, they kick them off. And well

they should. One time, however, a guy

came in and was assigned a computer
that a lab assistant was dorking
around on. The assistant got all
pissed off that he was going to have to
move and end his game, 8o he
bitched at the guy to go and get
anothercomputer.
What a byte in the ass.

Now It's time for a new featurs in
the Provoc Column: Rappin’ with M.C.
Provoc and the Gerber Crew Go
Provoci Go Provoci Go Provocl

A long time ago, in a faraway land

Lived a crabby littie boy who you
could never reprimand

He always had a crabby look
stuck on his crabby face

The def young boy looked fike
someone had coid sprayed him with
mace.

No matter where he went, no
matter what he said

The other M.C. rug rats always hit
him in the head.

So now It's time for The Provoc to
get some fresh revenge

Give k up for M.C.P., the kid who
has the bends!

(My apology to Sir Mix-A-Lot for

the mace line).
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FORGET HURRICANE HUGOAND
THE FRISCOQUAKE; helplocal
disaster victims! Please send marshmal-
lows and 100-percent cotton or wool (NO
POLY BLENDS PLEASE, like, really,
I'm sure) major-maker label clothing to
the Sigma Kappe house, Who Litta Fire
chapter, MSU. All donations will be
gratefully accepted or thrown back in your
face if we dont like ‘em. THE CHICKS
OF SIGMA KAPPA.

IDON"T WANNA BE BURIED in a pet
semetary. Dig?

Happy Birthday to you

Happy Birthday to you

Happy Birthday to Dov

Happy Birthday to you. (So,I'ma
traditionalist. We can’t all be creative
geniuses.)

SERVIiCES:

CLASSIFIED

ISee Dick buy

DONT B

that other pap
See Dick stueck with that

polyester leisure suit...

an ad in
@FDDD

E A DICK

videotaped message, event or locationto a
friend, relative or sweetheart worldwide.
15% student discount. 517-339-0509.

WANTED: PRACTICE SPACE forband,
two days/week. Do you have an unneeded
besement or garage? Want to make some
$$71 Call Kurt at 337-7139.

SOPHISTICATEDSCRIBBLERS! Now
accepting submissions for a new quarterly
magazine. Send SASE for guidelines to:
Way Station, P.O. Box 6250, East
Lansing, Mi, 48826.

PLANNED PARENTHOOD wantsto
help you protect your academic career

* from unplanned pregnancy and sexually

ESPRESSOROYALE now accepting
applications for energetic individuals
willing to work hard with and for fun
people! Evening and night positions.
Serious applicants only.

VIDEO POSTCARD — send your

transmitted infection. Calltoday at 482-
1500.

CASTELLANI'S MARKET offers a wide
variety of gourmet and international food,
and deli sandwiches, too. Stop in fora
snack or ameal.

BENNY 'S PIZZA IS accepting spplica-
tions for manager. Apply at their East
Grand River store.

NEED YOUR COPIES done fast and

~ cheap? Go to Budget Printing. See our

advertisement elsewhere in the uR-L

CHOW DOWN at the Crossroads
Cafeteria. We're located in the Interna-
tional Center. See our ad in the uR-L

JAM THE HOUSE with a selection from
Too Hot Records. This live store has just
what you need for your next house party.
Sec our advertisement in the uR-L

SEESTUDENT ART displayed now at
Faruk Art Gallery, in the Campus Town
Mall. Also available areT-shirts, incense
and a variety of literature. See our ad in
theuR-L

IT’S THE EAST LANSING renaissance
at Renaissance Hair, for all of your

DOG BOY'S TIRED...DIGGING

FOR BONES REALLY TAKES
IT OUT OF A GUY...BUT HE'S
GOT A FEW THINGS ON HIS

IT'S NO USE,I

CAN'T SLEEP...T
KEEP THINKING
ABOUT...ABOUT
G/RLS S

MY LIFE WAS GOING ALONG JUST FINE

UNTIL I WENT TO.SEE THAT CREEPY |

DOCTOR..,

YEAH? UH...
WHAT'S
THAT?

AS FAR AS T CAN
TELL YOU'RE IN
EXCELLENT SHAPE
EXCEPT FOR ONE

HOW COME I CAN NEVER FIND A GIRL THAT SOMEHOW I ALWAYS SEEM TO MAKE THE
REALLY UNDPERSTANDS ME »

\

GEE...WHAT'S |
WRONG WITH
IT, ANYWAY ?

YOU'VE GOT A
BAO HEART...

WRONG IMPRESSION...

/4

MIND... /MPORTANT THINGS/

%

4

&

y

IN MEDICAL TERMS?
WELL...IT'S...ITS
ALL MESSED UP...

IT'S GOTTA BE

hairstyling needs. See our ad in the uR-L

COPIES, COPIES and more copies. If
you want ‘em, Paper Image has them. See
our ad in theuR-L

GARY™S CAMPUS Hair Salon offers
reduced prices for hair cuts. See our ad
elsewhere in the uR-L

RECEIVE $3 OFF your next visit to
Clearwater Spa’s hot tubs with our
coupon elsewhere in the uR-L

ITOP DOG for chili fries, nachos, hot
dogs and other late-night munchies. See
our advertisement in the uR-L ;

THE LANDSHARK: where you won 't
feel like an uncool fish out of water. See
our ad elsewhere in the uR-L

SPEEDY PRINTING DOES it faster and
betterer than the rest. See our ad in the
uR-L

'CAPUCCINO? PASTRY? Espresso

Royale on Abbott Road offers unique
international coffees and other delicacies.
See our ad in the uR-L

NEED A NEW LOOK? Cometo David

Zumberg, hairstylist, for your beauty
needs. SeeouradintheuR-I. * -

CLEARWATER SPA has thekey to
relaxation. See our ad elsewhere in the

uR-L

MARIA’S offers the best full-service
beauty care in the area! See our ad
elsewhere in the uR-L

FARAH'’S gives the best keg deals in
town. See our coupon elsewhere in the
uR-L

UNIVERSITY HOUSING puts ease and
convenience at your disposal. See our ad
elsewhere in the uR-L ¥ 5

BUYTODAY ANDPROTECT YOUR-
SELF TONIGHT with a personal alarm.
See our ad elsewhere in the uR-L




Each week the uR- features a
section called “Out & About” (look at
the top of the page if you doubt us,
mush-face).

in this section, you, the valued
reader, will find a listing of local and
other happenings ranging from bands
playing in nightclubs to piays on and
off campus to art exhibits.

We will also strive to include
concert updates for venues in the
East Lansing, Detroit and Ann Arbor
areas.
But, as we are relatively unhip in
some areas, piease give us the
skinny on any other hoppin’ places,
up-coming events, etc.... Wewantto
include them in this fresh section,
dig?

So if you know of a groovin’ joint,
spread the wealth and let us know,
holmes. Contact our Gunson Street
offices (on a 3x5 card or neatly
written on lined paper) by Thursday
of the week prior to publication.

House parties are fair game, too.
But, hey, don't tell us if you gots brew
and how much it will cost, ‘cause
we'll print it and the uninvited John
Law will show up.

Got it? Good. Let us have at It...

EAST LANSING

BoarsHead Theatat

Nov. 8-11: A Streetcar Named
Desire, Center For The Arts.

Nov. 18 - Dec. 10: Lion In Winter,
Center For The Arts. 8 p.m. Call 484-
7805.

Nov. 28: Macbeth (a staged
reading). 484-7805.

Classic Flims

Nov. 9 & 10: This is War?

Cal 355-0241 for locations and
info.

Connxtions Comedy Club

Nov. 8-11: Mac King (also.appear-
ing: Michael Orenstein & Ken Brown).
Tues.-Thurs. 9 p.m. $7; Fri. and Sat.
8-10p.m. $8.
"~ Nov. 14-18: Ronnie Bullard (also
appearing: Rickie Beechum & Eric
Kirkiand). info: 482-1468.

Earuk Art Gallery

Nov. 11: The Lime Glants, 8-11
p.m. $2. The Loudest Pop Band in the
Land.

The Green Door

November schedule: (al shows
begin at 9:30 p.m.)

Mondays: Blue Avenue Dele-
gates. $2. '

Tuesdays: Capital City Band. No
admission

Wed.-Sat.: Toys. No admission.

Sundays: Uptown Band. No
admission.

Hill Auditorium

Nov. 10-11 & 17-18: Life With
Mother, performed by Lansing Civic
Players. Call 484-9191

Kresge Art Museum

Nov. 19: Pashami Dancers
perform traditional African dances. 3
p.m. Call 353-9834.

The Lansing Center
Nov. 17: A Taste of House
featuring Sybil. 9 p.m.$8 in advance.

ut & About

p.m., iree adm
Nov. 13: MSU Chorale/State

Singers. 8 p.m., iree admission.
Nov. 14: MSU Campus and

Concert Bands. 8 p.m., free admis-
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Reach an
alternative

market by

using an
alternative

Advertise In

Nov. 15: JazzBand ll. 8 p.m.,
Festival Stage. 8 p.m., free admission.

Nov. 16-17: Les Grands Ballets
Canadiens presents Coppelia. 8p.m.,
Great Hall.

Nov. 17: Gerald Glickstein,
gultarist, guest recital. Festival Stage.

Nov. 18: Les Grands Ballets
Canadiens, Great Hall. 8 p.m.

Nov. 18: Ebony Reflections 1989,
by Akers Black Caucus. Festival
Stage.8p.m.

Nov. 20, 21 and 22: Cats Call
355-6688. :
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The Ark
The Marcia Ball Band

Blind Pig
Nov. 8: Fetchin’' Bones

Nov. 10: The DeadBeats.

MSU Fairchild Theater

Nov. 10-18: Noises Off, by MSU
Performing Arts. 355-0148.

Nov. 30: Just Kidding presents
their national tour, “Where’s My
Thermos.” 7 p.m. Call 353-5255.

MSU Auditorium
Nov. 20: Bop (harvey), with guests
The Front, and Third Estate. 7:30 p.m.

$5, available at Wharton Center.
Nov. 27:the B-52’s.

MSUUnion

Nov. 10 & 11: Triple Play —
presented by MSU Dinner Theatre. 7
p.m. Call 355-3354.

Qdeon Theatre

Nov. 10-Nov. 16: The Second
Animation Celebration The Movie,
featuring Bill Plympton’s newest fiim,
*25 Ways to Quit Smoking.”

Nov. 8:J.D. Lamb.

Biverwalk Theatre

Nov. 8-19: My Three Angeis,
based on 1855 Humphrey Bogart
movie, “‘We Are No Angels.” Call 483-
1623. ‘

:
.
&
.
:
. Hill Auditorium
. Nov. 17: Squeeze w/ Katrina & the
. Waves
:
Hl DETROIT
=t
H EoxTheatre
CALL 351-4885 |IH Nov. 15: Eurythmics
- Nov. 26 & 30:8-52's
d . Nov. 25: 10,000 Maniacs
or write us: :
- Latin Quarter :
o A Nov. 22: Red Hot Chill Peppers
East Lansing, MI ([
48823 |iH
s Nov. 16: Bo Diddley
.
Boyal Oak Music Theater
Nov. 18: Canadian jazz group
Sensations Yuzeb, and Larry Coryeill.
Nov. 8: WDBM Radioactive Nov. 21: Billy Squier
Wednesday, Passion Nouveau with
217#3"& Glants. 9 p.m. Cover is $3 WNW, g
.'llchaallladgas Nov. 11:7 Seconds
wo-su%l)gbo Spum. Nov. 15-16 The Pixies w/ The
Wharton Center — Call 355 Nov. 17: Buzzcocks w/ Grievance
Commitee
Nov. 9: American indian Dance
Theatre. Misceflaneous
Association of Chinese Ameri-

Nov. 11: MSU Symphony Orches-
tra, with guests Walter Verdehr,
violinist and University Chorale. Free
admission. 8 p.m.

Nov. 12: MSU Wind Symphony. 3

cans, Young Professionals
Group. Sodial organization. For
more information about activities
cali 351-7403.

The uR-I is published weekly each term
(30 issues a year) and is available free on
the MSU campus and environs.

It is also available by mail for an annual
subscription rate of $31, with discounts
made for non-profit organizations and mul-
tiple subscriptions to one address. It is
posted weekly via first-class mail.

Subsoriber's name: I

Make checks payabie to: University Reporter-Intelligencer
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MSU Greeks: Separate but equal OK

. by BILLFRISCHLING
and BARBRA CHEIMAN

uR-l Correspondents

Ever since the Supreme Court

ruled that segregation was lllegal in

1954, the United States has attempted

to integrate our multi-racial society on
every level. But, within MSU, fraternal
organizations mostly have remained
segregated.

These fratemities and sorori-
ties are composed of three governing
bodies: the National Panhellenic
Council (NPHC - predominantly
biack), the inter-Fratemity Council
(IFC - predominantly white fratemi-
ties), and the Pan-Hellenic Council
(PanHel - predominantly white sorori-
ties).

These organizations stress
that they, although separate, stand on
equal ground, performing similar
campus and community services and
having similar social functions.

“It is not intentional that they
are segregated,” said Tyler W.
Brassie, a senior and Vice President

of internal Affairs at IFC. “Anyone can
rush a fratemnity, regardiess of their
race.”

Although anyone canrusha
fratemnity, Brassie estimated that there
no more than 15 black members In
IFC fratemities.

“It depends on the individual,”
said Russell Ford, of Delta Upsilon.
*'m black myseit. | love it for the
diversity. This house appealed to me.”

But not all fraternity members
feel the same way.

"It would be intimidating for a
biack to rush an all white fratemity,”
said Charles Proctor, aseniorand a
Alpha Tau Omega member. “For
instance, | would feel out of place ina
black fraternity.”

Fratemities originally were
established for whites only in the mid-
1800’s in the deep South. Black
fratemnities were founded later to offer
black students the of
being in a fraternity. Up untiithe
1960’s, many fratemities would not
admit black members. Sincethere
were fratemities for both races, they

stayed essentlally segregated.

Harry Carswell, uMsortotho
NPHC and assistant director of
student iife, said the three seperate
organizations fill the diverse needs of
MSU's student body.

“You have three organizations
[IFC, NPHC, PanHel] so that it can
meet the needs of all the people on
campus,” Carswell said. “The NPHC
was formed to serve different needs.”

When questioned about
integration, Carswell said that anyone
can join an NPHC fratemity. He
specified that there are some non-
black members of NPHC fratemnities.

Although the organizations try
to serve the needs of all the students,
they often have trouble dealing with
one another.

“We maks an effort 10 attend
their meetings,” Brassie said. “NPHC
does not make the same effort.”

But Carswell said the NPHC
has a different view on the problem.

“The National Panhellenic
Coundll has been receptive to working
ondifferent things withthe IFC,”

Carswel said. "However, what is
planned may not meet the needs of all
organizations. All organizations might
not want to participate.”

Thedifferent fratemity organi-
zations perform different services in
and around the campus, like hunger

s.

For instance, Defta Sigma
Theta, a service oriented sorority and
a member of NPHC, distributes
Thanksgiving baskets to the needy. Pi
Kappa Phi, an IFC fraternity, feeds
underprivileged people every spring
&s a community service.

‘We're a public-service
sorority, and we like to provide for the
community,” said Sharon Booker, a
senior and a Delta Sigma Theta mem-
ber. "Most of NPHC is ke that.”

ARthough equal, these frater-
nity systems remain separate.

Brassie offered a possible reason.

“People go where they feel
most comfortable. There’s a place for
everyone (in a fratemity). if you look
hard enough, you will find a place ora
niche foryourself.”

From ANSWERS, p. 3

to accept the challenge of learning
about different people.”

As a hall manager, Griggs sees
many of the problems between
minority and non-minority students.
Griggs said she’s had parents call and
compiain about their son or daughter
having to share a room with a person
- of another race.

Griggs is strongly against preju-
dice in these Issues.

*if 1 see any prejudice invoived, |
won't go,” she said. "1 just want to be
fair.”

An economics professor, Dr.
Edward Montgomery, also has noticed
the racial tension between students.
He said that the university must
provide more role modeis for students.

*We need 1o increase some of the
diversity, so that minority students feel

more at home in the community and
majority students see competent, well-
qualified professors from all races and
genders.”

Dr. Lee June, recently appointed
senior advisor to the provost on
mulicultural and ethnic issues and
long-time counseling center director,
agreed.

He said MSU needs to recruit
more aggressively, particularly in
terms of faculty.

, But June said students are the
ones who have to work the most to
change things.

"Both minority and non-minority
people must create an environment
where racial incidents will not be
tolerated,” June said.

Billy Dexter, assistant director of
the career deveiopment and piace-
ment office, said most problems arise
from students’ lack of understanding

§ ' .
E LANSING, M| 48823
° 351- 793y

541 E GRAND RIVER

Also features incense and
body oilis.

Let us help you out—Come to

HAIR A MESS?

GARY'S CAMPUS
HAIR SALON

$9.00 uni-sex hair styling

about other races and cultures.

“We need a dialogue, to talk about
differences and clear things up,”
Dexter said. “That hasn’t happened for
years. Racism problems are nothing
new to MSU — they were here before

| was here and before you were here. -

They’re getting more attention now.”

As Harry Carswell said, “it's 1989.
Woulidn't it be nice if we didn’t have to
address these issues?”
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Castellanti’s

330-6667 ;
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"A Cut Above Yet Priced Below''

351-6511 549 E. Grand River
(nextto Confection Connection)

M-F 8am-7pm Sat 9am-2pm
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Get
off your next haircut
or
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eweaving
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erelaxers
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523 E. Grand River Ave.
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Eat Cheap

All U Can Eat Coneys
$1.99 Tuesdays noon-9
Mexican Plate Special $2.00
2 Quesadillas, beans & salad
All week until 9 p.m.

Fodke ok ko ko

Delivery 332-2381
Top Dog

Coney &

Mexican
DELIVERY

332-2381

Nov.10 Fri. LIVE FROM CHICAGO

The Dead Beats, featuring double

percussion section and tunes from the

Grateful Dead

Nov. 14 Tues. The Wayouts
Sunday Special

Stallion burger w/fries (half Ib.

ground beef w/bacon,swiss, cheddar,
onion, lettuce, and tomato)

draft and shot 'o' schnapps
* ONLY $2.99
('til 10 p.m.)
Shot 'n' beer $1.50 all night
101 E. Grand River Ave.

Home of the SHARK BOWL!

r

Y

For Reservations
Call The
HOT TUB :
HOT LINE
332-6318
(located corner of
Grove and Linden
near DooIeys)

; $3.00 OFF

I
|
| Your Next Hot Tub Rental |
I (With Coupon) :
| Exp.Nov. 15,1989 [
| (Limit 1 discount per visit) |

Also Wed. Special
Two People $15/hr.
Regular Price $20
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Entertainment

Leonard's Killshot scores a bullseye

Bl MORE -
LEONAR

ATHOR OF ATy

... The plot twists and
tums, winding from
Algonac to as far as Cape
Giradeau, Missouri...

KILLSHOT

By Elmore Leonard

287 pages New York: Arbor
House

by AARONHALL
uR-lLiterature Critic

Detroit-area author Eimore
Leonard has written another first-rate
crime story with his latest novel,
KILLSHOT. Onceagain Leonard
indulges our fascination with the
deranged, and produces awickedly
entertaining tale.

Killshot centers around the
Colson’s;Wayne and Carmenand a
pair of criminals; Armand Degas and
Richie Nix. The Colson’s are a happily
married couple who live in Algonac,
Michigan. Wayne is an impatient and
quick tempered ironworker. Carmen
is an ambitious real estate agent. She
is more patient than her husband, and

~ has a strong dislike for violence.

Degas, otherwiseknownas
Blackbird, is a half Ojibway, half
French-Canadian from Montreal. He
is a 50-year-old hit man for theToronto

Mafia. Blackbird is cool, composed
and level headed. Nix is an impulsive,
trigger-happy, punkish ex-con , with a
record six feet long.

His life long goal is to rob a bank
in avery state.

After meeting in a unique way,
Blackbird and Nix Become partners in
a crime Nix has devised. However,
the crime is thwarted by Wayne as
Carmen looks on. Thus, Blackbird
and Nix feel they must eliminate the
Colsons to avoid being incriminated.
From this point the novel takes off.
Murder, theft and suspenseful mo-
ments seem to appear on every page.

However, Leonard does not stray
into monotony or boredom. The plot
twists and turns, winding from Algonac
to as far as Cape Girardeau, Missouri.
And while there is a twisting, turning
plot, Leonard does not lose or confuse
thereader.

Leonard displays his ability to
create malevolent characters that
fascintate and take hold of the reader
in creating Blackbird and Nix. The
amorality of these two is vividly

presented throughout the novel. From"

the stories of their pasts, to their
actions while in pursuit of the Colsons

and finally their relationship with
Donna, a woman who houses the
criminals, the amorality on the part of
Blackbird and Nix is unmistakable.
But although these men are amoral,
and seem to have no redeeming
value, their is a certain ingenuity, even
if it is warped, that these men pos-
sess. Whatever steps the Colsons
take to avoid them, Blackbird and Nix
catchon.

A final interesting point concern-
ing these criminals is the tension
between them. This tension stems
from their differing personalities, and
grows throughout the novel.

Inthe end, the tension between
Blackbird and Nix is ended, though
not by a change of attitude or toler-
ance towards each other. Also,
Camen overcomes her dislike and
fear of violence while being held
captive, and saves herself and
Wayne.

Leonard’s ability to create charac-
ters and an adventure that grab the
reader is once again in top form.
While writing crime fiction is a heavily
traveled path, Leonard opens new
avenues with Killshot, another in his
list of fine novels.

Hammer of Rain falls short
of nailing down excellence

The Hannibals: Hammer of
Rain

“A Wish For Distance” may
be the best song on the new
tape by The Hannibals, Ham-
mer of Rain. But, fans of this
local band won’t want to stay
away from this new release.

Although Hammer of Rain
lacks the quality production and
polished sound of professional

UR-l exclutive

tapes, the music, reminiscient
of REM with a hint of U2 should
help the group gain the expo-
sure necessary to expedite their
journey on the road to stardom.
The band's performance is
very impressive. “Cluttered
Again,” with it's abrupt time
changes, and the melodic bass™
lines of “Naiobi You" are
highpoints on Hammer. These
songs as well as the previously
mentioned “A Wish For Dis-

tance” prove the tightness and
talent between the group’s
members.

The guitar parts fall short of
adequacy, often sounding
lackadaisical. On parts of “Little-
heads” and “Elsewhere,” the
guitars have a tendency to
sound off key. This is the only
major disappointment on this
compilation.

Despite its one downfall,
Hammer contains a fine collec-
tion of quality music. This re-
lease posesses diversity and
originality with many subtle
intracacies thrown in. Fans of
The Hannibals will definitely
want to pick this one up. Those
who have never heard the band
should definitely take the time
to listen.

— DAN FRIEDMAN, a fre-
‘quent uR-I music critic, has
worked with rock and jazz
musicians for the past three
years in his home state of
Florida. His musical tastes
run from Mozart to Metallica.
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