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psychology sophomore Demond Flagg sits in the Lansing's Capital City Airport on Wednesday. Flagg missed his flight to Atlanta and had to catch a later flight. Airport spokesman Robert 
:Kplt says now is a good time for students to make their holiday travel plans. . 

.. Holiday season boosts student air travel 
By Patrick Wllters 

The State News 

When marketing junior Dinisha 
Robinson flies home after final 
exams this December, she'll be 
taking the cheapest route back to 
California. 

Robinson said she's never been 
online to find the cheapest way 
to her dest ina tion, a nd these 
days, "yOU get better deals as a 
frequent· flyer." 
. Her trip home may be a small 

part of a growjng trend. 
- Lansing's Capital City Airport 
spokesman Robert Kolt said that 
passenger air travel increased in 
September for the airport, com-
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pared to a year ago, and this 
could predict an increase in this 
season's holiday travel. 

"Last year's holiday tr'avei 
from Lansing was pretty good," 
Kolt said . "ff we can hold the 
same sort of numbers we. would 
be happy." 

But keys to finding fare for the 
right price rested in students' 
hands, said Kolt. 

Students should shop around 
and consult their travel agent or 
consult fares on the Internet, Kolt 
said. "Now is a good time to try 
and get some holiday fares. 

"We just think there's ' a big 
need for convenient travel for stu­
dents and university faculty. 

People should know there are 
some great holiday fare specials." 

The airport announced an 
increase in passenger air travel in 
September compared to 
September 2001. A year ago, all 
air travel was halted in the days 
following the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks. 

Kolt said passenger traffic 
through the airport increased by 
34.5 percent to 36,453 passen­
gers. He said numbers are still 
down, though, since pre-Sept. 11. 
September 2000 saw 49,631 pas­
sengers into the airport. 

Kolt said that the decrease in 
overall air passenger traffic since 
the terrorist attacks makes for dis-

Ombudsman takes student, faculty 
complaints while remaining secret 

By Krlstofer Karol 
The State News 

Heather Spielmaker is one of 
perhaps several thousand MSU 
students who could 'be utilizing 
one of the university'S best-kept 
secrets - the ombudsman's office. 
.. Spielmaker hasn't, because she 
,didn't know it existed. 

"It seems. like an important 
.service," the geography and inter­
disciplinary studies in social sci­
:ence senior said. "I have a profes­
sor that's very scatterbrained and I 
prebably wOuldn!t tell her that in 
class, bUl it's good ... knowing you 
call go somewhere without fear of 
·the teacher knowing your name." 
.' The ombudsman deals with 

complaints that students or faculty 
members have with other students 
and staffers. He or she conducts 
independent investigations, keep­
ing all sources and information 
confidential, unless consent is 
given by the parties involved. 

MSU Ombudsman Stan Soffin 
heads the nation's oldest ombuds­
man office at a major U.S. univer­
sity, housed in 129 North Kedzie 
Hall. His office is also home to a 
graduate assistant and administra­
tive assistant. 
• "One of my goals is to try and 

make students more aware of the 
office," Soffin said. '~d that is a 
particular concern for freshmen 
and sophomores who use this 
office the least of any group." 

Carolyn Stieber, who served as 
the longest running ombudsman 
from 1974-1991, said it is impor­
tant that students know there is an 
office that will offer an active 
voice on campus. 

"I think it is especially impor­
tant for a very large university 
because it is very easy for student 
grievances and problerrts to be lost 
in the shuffle," Stieber said. "It's 
important to have an office that is 
independent." 

But Soffin stressed that officials 
in the Office of the Ombudsman 
do not always side with students. 

"Many faculty members and 
students think this is a student-

Please see SOFFIN. page 2A 

counts in airfare - something 
students could take advantage of 
for holiday traveling. 

Airline officials said student 
travel is traditionally a boost to 
the industry. Mary Beth Schubert, 
a spokeswoman for Northwest 
Airlines, said students often dic­
tate key travel times. 

"We certainly have peak travel 
periods," Schubert said. 
"Oftentimes, they circle around 
the academic calendar." 

While air passenger traffic may 
have inereased since last fall, fig­
ures cap. be misleading about 
improved business for airlines, 
she said. 

''Whenever you see traffic, you 

have to remember there's two 
parts to the equation," she said. 
''You have to have a mix of pas­
sengers and price. Our passen­
gers have increased, but we've 
lost revenue." 

The overall decrease in price 
and air passengers is due to safety 
concerns, Kolt said. 

"We don't think (overall holi­
day travel) will be spectacular 
because people are still concerned 
about flying in general," he said. 

Robinson said she remained 
unfazed about the safety of flying. 

"It seems pretty safe," she 
said. "They check everyone 
quite often." 

any aeclSlons. , 
The remarks in question 

occurred Oct. 24 during a meeting 
between Raezler and Logan. The 
RHA General Assembly became 
aware of the comment at a meeting 
last week. 

Raezler began taking steps 
toward resolving the situation 
Monday night by sending an e-mail 
describing the conversation with 
Logan. ." 

The letter was sent to all mem­
bers of RHA, the Case Hall govern­
ment, Case Hall Black Caucus and 
People Respecting the Individuality 
of Students at MSU, or PRISM, on 
Thesday morning. PRISM is a resi-. 
dence hall caucus group for les­
bian, bisexual, gay and transgender 
students. 

In his e-mailed letter, Raezler 
said he regrets that the issue was 
blown out of proportion and what 
he actually said [0 Logan was ''the 
role of the representatives is to rep­
resent what the majority of the 
people in the organization deem 
necessary and proper for and from 
RHA." 

Raezler said the meeting 
between him and Logan was 
intended to address what the role 
of an RHA representative is, and 
how to improve the relationship 
between the Council of Racial 
Ethnic Students and the Council of 
Progressive Students. 

Please see RHA. page 2A 

Ombudsman 
stan Soffln 
stands outside 
of his office In 
129 North 
Kedzle Hall. 
This year 
marks the 35th 
anniversary of 
the Office of 
the 
Ombudsman, 
where students 
and faculty 
members can 
go for confi­
dential help 
with problems 
they have at 
MSU. 
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advocate office ," he said. "We 
take the side that is right and jus­
tifiable according to these rules." 

President M. Peter McPherson 
said it is important an institution 
like MSU have an ombudsman's 
office. 

"It has been a valuable offer­
ing for the university because 
everyone can go there with com­
plaints and talk to someone 
who's ... close to the rest of the 
university, but not part of it," 
McPherson said. 

Last year, the office had 1,278 
complaints and about 75 percent 
of those complaints were aca­
demic related. The other 25 per­
cent of complaints came from 
nonacademic complaints, such as 
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sexual harassment and racial dis­
crimination. 

Soffin said the biggest catego­
ry of complaints falls under the 
heading "Instruction," which 
focuses on attendance, and the 
number one complaint is grad­
ing. Also, a trend in complaints 
during the past two years 
includes a 3 percent jump in aca­
demic dishonesty. Much of this 
can be traced to the Internet, 
which is offering many more 
resources for students to plagia­
rize, Soffin said. 

The biggest myth that students 
believe is there is a university 
attendance policy, Soffin said. 

"Most students don't know 
there's no attendance policy," he 
said. "The university attendance 
policy is 'show me the money.'" 

Kristofer Karol can be reached 
at karolkri@msu.edu. 
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he believes MSU has the right 
commitment to providing opportu­
nities to minorities. 

He would not respond to 
Ferguson's statement. 

"The BCA believed, and still 
believes, he's an excellent coach 
and will continue to support him 
individually 100 percent," Keith 
said. "I understand and respect the 
decision MSU made and for their 
examples of diversity in the past 
and for providing the opportunity 
for coach to work and be in that 
capacity at MSU. 
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In the world ... 

strange but true 
Prostitutes hindered from earning honest living 

Paris - Wearing white 
masks with tears painted on 
them, hundreds of prostitutes 
rallied in front of the French 
Senate on Tuesday to protest a 
high-profile government crack­
down on their livelihood. 

The demonstrators - women 
and men - said a crime bill 
before Parliament that includes 
tougher measures against prosti­
tution and solicitation would 
make their lives harder. 

"This law won't allow us to 
work. What do they want me to 
do? I don't know how to do any­
thing else," said a masked pro­
tester who has worked as a pros-

"But we are disappointed that it 
didn't work out." 

Keith also said he wished 
Williams could have fulfilled his 
contract, but having coached, 
understood that decision as well. 

Bryant said the discussion con­
cerning The State News comes 
after an abundance of anti­
Williams letters filled the opinion 
page following losses. She said 
there is concern coverage con­
tributed to the poor public percep­
tion of Williams because few let­
ters were pro-Williams. 

She also said members of the 
alliance often try to submit letters, 
but some never see print. 

State News Editor in Chief 
Jeremy Steele said, "We always try, 
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titute for 20 years. She spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

The 500 demonstrators sin­
gled out Interior Minister 
Nicolas Sarkozy, the leading pro­
ponent of the crackdown, accus­
ing him of being a "killer." Many 
of the bamlers waved by pro­
te sters condemned him by 
name. 

Sarkozy has been the stan­
dard-bearer for the anti-crime 
crusade . After taking office, he 
invited camera crews along as 
he cruised Paris' streets to scout 
for prost-itutes. 

ProsLitution is practiced open­
ly in certain parts of Paris, 
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The BeA believed, and still 
believes, he's an excellent 
coach and will continue to 
support him individually 
100 percent. 

Floyd Keith 
executive director of the Black 

Coaches' Association 
------------------- " 
to the best of our ability, to run 
every letter that we get. 

"When that is not possible, we 
try to run letters on various sub­
jects in the proportion that we 
receive them," he said. "I am very 
happy to talk about it further with 
anyone from BSA." 
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where women in short skirts Can 
be seen strolling the sidewalks 
soliciting business without fear 
of police interference. 

Increased crime was a major 
issue in the presidential and 
Parliamentary elections last 
spring. Sarkozy's bill, however, 
focuses heavily on areas not 
widely considered prime con­
cerns. 

For example, it c;aUs for a six­
month prison term and fine f0 1; 
"passive solici tation" by prosti­
tute.s, a vague ly defined term 
based OD "their dress or their 
attitude." 

The Associated Pre.s 

RHA. 
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"It was completely a misquote. 
She took it .completely out of con­
text," Raezler said. 

Brad Harris, president of Case 
Hall government, said hall repre­
sentatives are taking the matter 
very setiously, 

Ha.rris said \mpeacho,lent is one 
of the many possibilities. He said if 
the Case Hall General Assembly 
does press the issue, a tWo-thirds 
vote is needed by the executive 
board to impeach Raezler. He 
added that in his three and a half 
years in Case Hall government, he 
has never dealt with ail impeach­
ment. 

'We don't want to make a hasty 
decision," Harris said. "We will 
gath.er as much information as pos­
sible before we make a decision." 

Natalie Furrow, chairperson of 
the Alliance of Lesbian-Bi-Gay­
Transgendered and Straight Ally 
Students, said minorities' voices in 
the residence halls need to be 
heard. 

"If it does prove to be true, I 
consider it grounds for impeach­
ment," she said. "I consider it very 
offensive and the job of a hall rep is 
to represent all students in halls, 
especially minority students 
because they are often overlooked." 
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Derek Wallbank, RI-INs external 
vice president, said Case Hal!-. gov-

Coming 
Thursday·: 

The State News reports on 
Friday's premiere of "8 Mile." 

Police 
briefs 

A 20-year-old female student 
reported Monday that her 
Compaq laptop computer had 
been stolen from the Main 
Library, MSU police Sgt. Florene 
MCGlothian-Taylor sai<j.. 

At 6:50 p.m. Oct. 28 the stu­
dent left her c::omp uter unattend- , 
ed on a desk in the west wing of 
the library basement while she 
went to the restroom, 
McGlothian-Taylor said. 

When the student returned 
five minutes later, the computer 
was missing, McGlothian-Taylor 
said. 

The computer is valued at 
$2,000. 

• A 34-year-old South 
Carolina man reported his wallet 
stolen from his sport coat while 
he was at the Eppley Center on . 
Monday, McGlothian-Taylor said. 

At 2:45 p.m. Monday the mal). 
left his coat in the north wing of 
the building to attend an orienta­
tion program, McGlothian-Taylor 
said. 

He returned at 5:45 p.m. to 
find the wallet and its contents . 
missing, McGlothian-Taylor said. . 

The wallet and contents are ' 
valued at $195. 

• A 37-year-old MSU employ­
ee reported carpet damaged in 
Rather Hall on Monday, 
McGlothian-Taylor said. 

Between 7 p.m. Friday and 7 
a.m. Monday, the explosion of 
two firecrackers left bum marks 
on the hall's A-wing stairwell car­
pet next to the exit door, 
McGlothian-TayJor said. 

The damage is $50. 
• A lS-year-old female stu- , 

dent reported two wallets stolen 
from her purse Monday, 
McGlothian-Taylo~ sai~. 


