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JUDGING STOCK AT M. A. C.

BY H. W. MUMFORD.

The ability to measure the value of an animal for a
given purpose is a very practical accomplishment for
the farmer and stock breeder alike. The success of
some of our most noted stock breeders and our best
farmers has been due in a large measure to the fact
that they were able to distinguish between the really
useful animal and the one which is simply pleasing to
look at.

Like other highly desirable accomplishments, this
ability comes but slowly. To be a successful judge,
one must first study the whole subject in detail, and
then he can only hope for proficiency after much prac-
tice and experience.

I believe, however, that some men are natural live
stock judges, so to speak; that is, they appear to have
an instinct, an inborn discrimination that is almost in-
valuable. Such men become competent judges seem-
ingly without much effort on their part. On the other
hand, some men never seem to acquire skill, although
they may work ever so faithfully. The more we know
of this subject the more we are convinced that we
must recognize a certain natural taste, a fine discrim-
ination, in the individual as a necessary, qualification
of a man who would hope to become thoroughly com-
petent as a judge of farm animals. Much can be
done, however, to correct this natural deficiency by
proper study and training. The individual, too, with
the natural good judgment will improve rapidly by
giving a little time to the systematic study'and prac-
tice of judging animals. ILong and varied experience
is almost indispensable to give accuracy.

At the Michigan Agricultural College one of the
practical features of the Agricultural course is the
instruction and work in stock judging. The herds and
flocks containing many typical animals of the leading
breeds of live stock, furnish ample opportunity for the
student to become conversant with their leading char-
acteristics and their adaplability to every day condi-
tions on the farm.

PRelieving that the score card is one of the most ef-
fectual methods of teaching the beginner,'it is largely
used in our work in judging stock. It is not urged or
suggested that the score card should be used in the
show ring or by the farmner in: selecting stock for
breeding or feeding purposes, but as an educator of
the student with bnt little or no experience it is
found invaluable.

A careful study and the continued use of the score
card will teach: First, habits of close observation.
Second, the relative importance of the different points
of stock and how these points vary with types. With-
out the score card the novice will not be thorough or
systematic in- his work. A separate and somewhat
different score card is used for each variety as well
as each type of farm animals.

We give below the score card used by students in
judging dairy cattle:

DEPARTMENT OF PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE.

MICHIGAN AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. :

SCORE CARD B.—DAIRY COWS.
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General Appearance :
Age—FEstimated ._..__; corrected. .. ...
Weight—Estimated ... ____ 1bs; correct-
ed...__._. 1bs... ... [,
Form—Wedge-shaped, viewed from
front, side and above._._..__.__._... LI R .
Quality—Hair fine; skin soft; medium
thickness; bone clean. _._____._..___. T oo
Temperament—Nervous.____.__.. R 4;6
Head :
Muzze—Clean cut; mouth large; nos-
trils large; face lean. long and dishing| 2 1-.-.|..._
Eyes—Full, mild, bright.______________ ) R (PP B
Forehead—Broad.._ ... ._.____._______. ) I S
Ears—Medium size, fine texture___._.._ ) S R
Horn—Small atbase._ ... _.___..__._.. 1—6 PR
Forequarter :
Neck—thin, medium length______.____ 2 jaooo]....
Withers—ILean,sharp_ ... ._____._.._. 2 P B
Shoulders—Light, oblique..__________. [ SR B
Legs—Short, straight, clean boned.. .. 1—; RS
Body :
Brisket—Thin, sharp._.__._._.__ .. ___. 1
Chest—Deep through lungs, girth large
SN § DU T A 8 .- ]....
Ribs—Well sprung, broad, far apart. ._| 8 |.---|.._
Belly— Large, roomy._._._.____________ 7o)
Chine—Large, prominent, open________| 1 |..__.|.__.
Back—High,lean. .__.___.___: _____ |1 {---.'___.
Tooin—Broad .. .. ____ .. ___________.__ 2 N
Flank—Deep, thin____________________ ) NN PR P
Navel—Large. . __ . ... __________._ .. —l. ..
26—} —
Hindquarters :
Hips—Wide apart_..__.__________ ___. 2 oo ...,
Rump—Long and high___.___ ____ ____ 2 ...
Pin Bones or Thurls—High, wideapart.| 1 [---. ...
Thigh—Thin, incurving______________. 4 ...
Tail—Fine, reaching hock_____________ ) R R B
Escutcheon—Spreading and high______ ) R P
Udder—Long, not fleshy, attached high;
quarterseven....._____.._________.__ ) 7 S R B
Teats—Large, evenly placed___________ 5 ...
Miik Veins—large, tortuous, branching.| 4 |---.}._.
_ Milk Wells—Large_...___._______._ . 3 I B
Legs-~Short, clean boned, far apart.___{ 1—| ... {__._
Q) —]—
Total _______ ... ... . 100
Name of Animal. . _____________________
Owner ... ....._.. e Date .. ... .
Student’s Name ... _:.__.___ Standing..

In the first column at the right and opposite each
respective part is placed a figure which is supposed
to represent the proportionate numerical value of that

| part in a theoretically perfect animal which should

score 100. Should the student think, after careful
study, that the animal is defective in any point he
records that fact in the next column at the right by
placing there the number of points in his judgment he
thinks the specimen comes from being a perfect
specimen.

At first the work is more or less unsatisfactory, but
with a few weeks’ work it is encouraging to witness
the progress made and the increased interest in the
work.

Farm Department.

A NEW BIRD IN OUR CLOVER FIELDS.
T. L. BANKINSON, %98.

While walking up the lane on the College farm, dur-
ing the first June afternoon of this season, I heard
for the first time in this locality, the familiar song of
that gay little bird, the Black-throated Bunting or
Dickcissel. ’

I was pleased to meet this bird on the College farm,
for it is a species that is attracting much attention
among the ornithologists of this state, as it is a pecu-
liarly interesting little bird, and it has many winning

- ways, that make it a most desirable inhabitant of our

fields and meadows. -

It is, each season, becoming more common through-
out the state. Dr. Morris Gibbs, of Kalamazoo, says
that it was not known in Michigan twenty years ago,
but now we find it common in many places in the
southern part of our state; and each summer we find
it inhabiting new regions where it was formerly very
rare or never seen at all,

I cannot find a single record of the occurrence of
this bird in the locality about the College, prior to this
season, and it is quite evident that this year marks the
beginning of the Black-throated Bunting with us.
Protf. Cook, in his “Birds ot Michigan,” records thern
as “rare at the College,” but Mr. L. Whitney Watkins,
who did four years of earnest work in studying the
birds of this region, tells us that in all his field work,
he failed to meet a single Dickeissel. If anyone can
give information as to the appearance of this bird
in this county at any past time, it would be of inter-
est to hear from himn. .

Those who reside in the neighborhood of a field
where the Dickeissel is abundant must certainly be
acquainted with it, for it is a very conspicuous bird,
and its song is so characteristic and is uttered so fre-
quently, that even the most casual observer could not
pass it by unnoticed.

The favorite home of the Dickecissel is the clover
field. Here we find it from about the middle of May
till late in the summer. During a good share of this
period, the male bird is in song. We hear him from
early morning till sunset, singing almost constantly
from a prominent perch on some fence-post or tree-top,
or other conspicuous place. He is probably singing to
his little mate, which we may find concealed on her
nest beneath the clover or the foliage of a small tree
or bush. S

Its song could hardly pass for music, but from the
cheerful and earnest spirit with which it is uttered,
we cannot help but admire it. It consists of two notes
followed by a short unmusical jingle.

One writer, on hearing the bird sing, fancied it to
say, “Look! Look! See me here!” This is not only
descriptive of the song, but also of the spirit of the
bird, for it seems that the one great object of its life
is to attract attention and to make itself noticed above
all other birds of the field.

The Dickeissel belongs to a family of birds with
our sparrows, finches, grosbeaks, etc. In form and
size it resembles our comimon English sparrow, and
at a distance, it might easily be taken -for this bird,
were it not for its yellow breast and black throat,
which distinguish it from every other member of
the sparrow family that is found in this locality.

The Dickeissel is peculiarly distributed throughout
its habitat. In many places the bird is found abund-
ant while in others that are as well adapted as a
home for the species, it is never seen at all. About
my home at the outskirts of the city of Hillsdale in
the southern part of the State, this bird was a regular
inhabitant of a few clover fields for three seasons.
It was abundant here, but beyond a radius of about

























