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At the College,

C. B. Laitner, '97, was ill several
days last week.

E. N. Ranney, ’00, spent Saturday
and Sunday, at his home in Belding.

M. H. and 8. H. Fulton are having a
visit from their mother from Detroit.

There is a sort of epidemic of ton-
silitis going the rounds in Wells Hall.

E. L. Thompson entertained his mo-
ther and brother Eber, with '98, last
Friday.

Miss Teresa Bristol has been enter-
taining her sister, Miss Mabel Bristol,
of Almont.

The time for the military hop has
been decided upon—Friday evening,
December 11.

Prof. H. W. Mumford spent Sunday,
November 22, with J. H. Brown, at his
home in Climax,

Miss Maud McLaren, of Saginaw, has
been visiting Mr. and Mrs. Gunson
since last Wednesday.

Miss Louie Hill, of Pontiac, spent
several days of last week with her
friend, Miss Ella Phelps.

The time of meeting for the King’s
Daughters at Mrs. Gunson’s tomorrow
has been changed from 3 p. m., to 2
p. m.

Born to Dr. and Mrs. Edwards, Tues-
day, November 24, a daughter. The
doctor says she is a third party, gold
standard girl.

Another girl! This makes six on the -

College campus within a year. This
girl belongs to Mr. and Mrs. M. W. Ful-

ton, and she came Saturday morning.

The Juniors and Freshmen played
football last Saturday afternoon—two
20-minute halves. The Freshmen
scored one touch-down and one goal—
6, and the Juniors nearly scored, not
quite.

Prof. Noble’s article, “The Student
and the Library,” published in the
RECORD of October 6, has been trans-
lated into Armenian by A. G. Bodou-
rian, 00, and published in one of the
Armenian newspapers.

‘We present in this issue a partial re-
port of the recent meeting at Washing-
ton, D..C., to which President Snyder
and Prof. Smith were delegates. This
report is concerned mostly with M. A.
C. boys in Washington. An account of

the convention itself will appear next

week,

The Union Literary society gave a

i formal dancing party in its rooms on

Wednesday evening. The literary pro-
gram which was given before dancing
began included an oration by G. F.

Richmond, a select reading from Chas.

Dudley Warner by W. B. Nevins; a se-
lection of music by the quartet; the so-

ciety paper by L. 8. Munson, and a

criticism of the exercises by Prof. Bab-
cock. Among the alumni who returned
to enjoy the party were C. H. Briggs,
96, from the U. of M.; J .T. Berry, '96,
from Cass City, and L. C. Brooks, *92m,
fromDetroit.

About 200 guests, many of them
from the city, enjoyed the reception
given by Prof.-and Mrs. Barrows and
Prof. and Mrs. Weil at the residence
of the latter on Tuesday evening.. The
reception was given in honor of Prof.
Barrows’ mother, who has been visit-
ing here for a week. The rooms were
nicely decorated with roses, smilax,
chrysanthemums and foliage plants,
and the Ideal Harp Orchestra added to
the pleasure of the evening by render-
ing delightful music. In the dining
room, which was in charge of Mrs.
Vedder, refreshments were served by
Misses Cornelia ‘Wardwell, Charlotte
McCallum, Lilian and Fay Wheeler,
and Pearl Kedzie.

Quite a large College force started
for Institute work yesterday—Dr. Beal,
Professors Kedzie, Taft, Hedrick,
Mumford, and Messrs. Gunson, True
and Dean. Prof. Taft and Mr. Gun-
son will first attend the meeting of the
State Horticultural Society in Grand
Rapids, where the former will read a
paper on “Education of Horticultur-
ists,” and the latter a paper on “Some
Florists’ Problems.” At this same
meeting Hon. C. W. Garfield will give
the address of welcome, ‘“A Retro-
spect,” to which Hon. C. J. Monroe will
give a response. Nine institutes will
be held during the week, at the follow-
ing places: Xalkaska, Mancelona, Har-
bor - Springs, East Jordan, Traverse
City, Midland, Gladwin, Rose City and
Roscommon.

Thanksgiving Day.

One of the most enjoyable gatherings
of the day was the Thanksgiving re-
union of Saugatuck campers in the
rooms of Profs. Wheeler and Wood-
worth. At 2 o'clock an elaborate diun-
ner was served in the Wheeler dining
room. At each guest’s place was a sou-
venir menu card, the handiwork of
Miss Lu Baker, who was also a mem-
ber of the party. After dinner, the re-
mainder of the afternoon and evening
was spent in recounting the events of
“Auld Lang Syne” and in the enjoy-
ment of games, music and dancing.

* 8 8

The Abbot Hall girls enjoyed their
first Thanksgiving dinner at M. A, C.
In the evening a few of the boys were
invited in and a general good time en-
sued, in which games played an im-
portant part.

* % %

About fifteen of the boys spent the

day in Kalamazoo playing foot ball.

They were defeated by a score of 18 to
4, but we know they played hard from
their appearance the next day.
s & »
G. N. Gould, '99, and C. H. Hoppough,
‘09, spent the great turkey day at their
respective homes in Saranac and

Smyrna.
* * *x

G. H. True and C. E. Hoyt spent the
day with Chace Newman at his home

in Portland.
* %k %

F. N. Ball, of Grand Rapids, spent
Thanksgiving with his son, Waldo M.

Ball, ’99.
* * *

Prof. and Mrs. Noble entertained Mr.
and Mrs. Gunson and Prof, Hedrick at
dinner.

* * *

President and Mrs. Snyder enter-

tained Mr. and Mrs. Elgin Mifflin.
* ¥ *

Mr. and Mrs. K. L. Butterfield took

dinner at the old home table.
* & %

Prof. Smith ate turkey with Mr, and
Mrs. C. E. Marshall in Lansing.

. * &

B. O. Longyear went to Mason to be
thankful.

A Visit to the Patent Office

W. D. GROESBECK, '92m, ASSISTANT EX-
AMINER.

I suppose everyone who visits Wash-
ington for the first time, whether on
business or for pleasure, starts, with
his first moment of leisure for either
the capitol or the White House. Next,
probably, the Treasury, the Monument
or the Bureau of Engraving and Print-
ing elaims his attention; and it is only
when these have been visited and he
still finds time on his hands that he
turns to the Patent Office,

His first surprise on inquiring for it
may be to_hear it called the Interior
Department, for this severe old white
building, covering two city blocks and
begun in 1836 for the use of the Patent
Office, has been invaded by other bu-
reaus of the Interior Department till
the Patent Office proper is crowded in-
to every available corner and gallery,
fences off and appropriates the ends
of corridors and finds storage in sub-
basements to accommodate the usurp-
ers; and even then 80,000 of its models
have been crowded entirely out and
have sought shelter nearly a block
away. It is rather exasperating to
think that the Bureau of Pensions,
which expends over $160,000,000 per
annum, is housed in the newest and
most cgmmodious official home of any
in the city, while the only self support-
ing bureau of the government is thus
shouldered into attic and basement of
the building which was once its home,
and every foot of which it could use to
good advantage. According to the
commissioner’s report for 1895, the bal-

ance for that year in favor of the Pat- -

ent Office was $160,750, and the treas-
ury now holds to the credit of the of-
fice about $4,530,000.

As one enters this alleged home of
the Patent Office, which stands across
Eighth street, between F and G streets,
northwest, he finds a building of four
wings, each three stories high, sur-
rounding a rather large court. The
building was erected piecemeal. First,
the south wing, completed in 1840 at a
cost of about $422,000; then the east
wing in 1852, costing $600,000; the west
in 1856, costing $750,000, and the quad-
rangle was closed in 1867 with the com-
pletion of the north wing, costing $575,-
000, a total of over $2,347,000.

Happily these facts and figures will
not all be forced down the throat of the

visitor; but he will be left to stroll at
his will among *the models,” which
are, of course, the main source of at-
traction. In the main corridor of what
was once the model hall, he will find
cases filled with models of spinning,
‘weaving and other textile machinery,
while near by on a pedestal of its own
is a miniature copy of Whitney’s cot-
ton gin, patened March 14, 1794.

Another case shows the development
of sewing machinery, and among these
is Elias Howe’s original model. Farm
machinery, fire arms, electrical and
steam machinery, typewriting ma-
chines and many other lines are repre-
sented in surrounding cases in the
same corridor, and an attendant will
direct one to any class of inventions
he may wish to see.

It will well repay anyone who has
time, to stroll through the galleries and
sort out of all this mass of American
ingenuity some of the “freak” inven-
tions patented by men with ‘“wheels.”
Just a few random examples will suf-
fice to set one’s imagination at work
on what else there is to be seen in this
line.

One genius would ornament sheet
metal by enclosing it in a die and ex-

~ ploding gunpowder inside it till it is

driven into the intaglio design of the
die. Another, fearful of being buried
alive, has patented a coffin with an
“upstairs” attachment, on the ladder
of which the unfortunate may reach
the surface, if he should revive. An
electric alarm button is convenient to
the “deader’s” hand and a toe piece is
provided by means of which he can
pull down the glass which covers his
face.

A Hoosier anatomist has patented a
tape-worm trap. Imagine a five grain
capsule in brass with a ring in the top
for the fish line; A tiny sliding door
in one side, edged Wwith teeth which
are shielded against making the opera-
tor a “fisher of men,” can be pulled
down and held open by a bait trigger.
Suitably baited, this trap is swallowed,
line and all, and the patient waits for
his bite, How successful the device
is, or how large a sale it has had, I
have never learned.

A Montana railroader has patented a
train which is intended to relegate to
the limbo of antiquity all switches,
sidings and double tracks. Every
train is capable of climbing over or
rooting under every other train on the
same track. With a properly con-
structed locomotive in the center of the
train, long, triangular cars at each end
and a track laid over the top, there
you are. 'Trains going west run their

noses close to the track; trains going

east wear ‘retroussé’ noses, or vice
versa, and no poor nerve-racked en-
gineer has to sit, on a cold, sleety night,
with his head out of the cab window
and his eyes glued to the rails. Colli-
sions are impossible; freights taketheir
own gait, while express trains climb
over them and proceed; the train dis-
patcher hunts another “yob,” and all is
well.

Scores of equally brilliant and equal-
ly profitable ideas can be unearthed,
but it would take volumes to describe
them. v

Of ell the labor that it takes to pre-
pare the applications for issue as pa-
tents (571,323 having been issued to
date), besides the useless work done
on cases afterwards abandoned, I have
not the space to speak. The casual
visitor rarely sees the examining divi-
sions, Neither is there space to men-
tion all the formalities which attend
the prosecution of a case to its issue as
a patent. All that is, in the words of
our Anglo-Vermonter, “arother story.”

Ly





















