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Nov. 17, 1960

Mr, Howard Hoyt

Travel lLodge

501 Northwest Sth St.
Oklahoma City, Oklahoms

Dear Howard:

I just got your new address from Bud today. Have sent some
things to E.L. to be forwarded, This is a hasty note to

bring you up to date. As you might suspect, there is much
actvity zoing on, end we all are a bit rushed., I hope jyou

didn't hurry out end mnke some bets on the basis of the

first newspeper returns. Anyway, we had quite an exciting
weekend, We were awslkened by gunfire ot 3:20am, tracers going
over the hovse, =nd troops on our corher firing et other troops
in the park end toward the paluace., I was quite certain then

it was a militory coup and not Viet Cong. FPeople away from the
action conld only hear shots and nefurslly w re concerned

until thoy learned in the morminz what was going on. At daybrezk
I hed to go across tomm to get John, who was staying with
friends. Made it over OK in & taxl, but just missed getilng
caught in crossfire on the wey home, Wes all stayed put Fri,
morning. &% There wes continuous firing in front of our house,
LeVan Duyet being one of the perimiter battle lines, but our wall
are pretty thick. At 1:30pm troops pet up a six inch mortar
alongside the w11 and told us they would start shelling at
2:30pm and suggested we get out. We took the hint, notified
Adkins, who lives down the street, and all of us moved in

with Strechers, 26 at one time during the weeckends, Things
quieted down and we returned home Sunday morning, no damege

to the house, I interviewed La end Tu. La says he left hie
house, ran to his office, got in touch with Diem, ordered

police to reinforece CAM {Tu confirme this), and just got out

of his office ahead of the peratroops. Ia hid in an agents house
all morning, still in contac’ by phone with the Pelace ( I had
him show me where he hid)g then et noon cut some berbed wire

and slipped over to ICC. Stayed there until evening, then joined
freinds in the city, end rejoined troops to recapturs CAM

Sat morn., He and Hai w re on the radio Sat, afternocon. Ve gotl

a. recording of it., Hai's house took an ewful beating, worst in
town, but his family, and Ia's came through OK, Tu was leken
prisoner in his office and kept there until the PD was
liberated. No dam-ge to the PD, Troops never got inte the
palace. McGarr and Durbrow were with Diem during negotiations.,
Bein Loi bridge wzs blown. Not too much other damage. Detrils

of why the coup failed are really not clear yet.



Everyone is prowling around trying to piece together the facts
as best we cen get them, Things have returned to normal in town.
There was not much activity anypadc e outside of Saigon. Nothing
doing up north. One VC attuck on & police outpost, 8th pet.,
during the coupe.

The family held together very well, and I was proud of the way
they conducted themselves vwhen things were a little terse.

John was 2 lit:le shook up at his friends house, for he was

not far from the Palace Bfigad: compound, which took considerable
gun fire.

Troops are occup ing the Palzoe grounds at present. Diem has
made seversl trips around the city, visiting army camps.
Still is some air of tension in towvn, and a lot of people sorry
it did not come of‘,
Sorry this is so hasty. Will wrile more loter.

Sincerely,

Relph




