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ERLE STANLEY GARDNER
RANCHO DEL PAISANO
Temecula, California

July 1st, 1953

Professor Ralph ¥. Turner
Department of Police Adwinistration
Michigan State College

East Lansing, Miehlgan

Dear Ralph:

Having thought things over 1've decided to put your .
dedication in: "The Case of the Green-Eyed Sister". This book
was originally scheduled to be .printed:later on, but I got
the manuscript in a little early, the publisher got hold of:.
a printer who was in a position to go to work at once, and
has wired me he -wants copy on the dedication iwmmediately.

I awm; therefore, enclosingrheﬁewith é rough eopy~of~
the foreword and dedication and am sending a duplicate of this
to my publisher, William Morrow & Cowpany, Inc.

Inasmuch as your letter saild you were going to be out
on a leeture tour I will try and get in touch with you on the
phone to tell you that this is in the mall and it 1s iwmportant
you check it at the earliest possible date. If there are any
changes or suggestions that you have, send thew directly to
Thayer Hobson, care Williaw Morrow & Company, Inc., 425 Fourth
Avenue, New York 16, New York.

You probably will wish to adopt a position that I have
given you too much credit for this, that, and the other, etc.,
and feel that some of the statewments should be toned down.

As I explained to you before, this is no time or place
for modesty.

Frankly, I have known for a long time that your effort
and Inspliration was behind wmuch of the progress in the field
of police scilence and organizations devoted to bettering the
efficiency of our investigative work. It 1s & source of great
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personal satisfaction to me to be able to see that some publiic
recognition is given your work along these lines. You are a
self-effacing individual who never cares for the credit but is
inferested in getting the work done. Eventually several million
readers are going to read this foreword, and I personally am glad
that thisuwill make fop Some measure of public recognition.

. However,: far above and beyond all this personal feeling
1s the-fact: that: public interest 1s going to be an enormous
factor in the growth and Success of police science. The average
citizen is not interested in the abstract. There must be some
personal application in order to arouse and hold that interest,
and therefore-this foreword has a field that transcends any
personal satisfaction I way derive from it and which must
obliterate any_feeling&_ofﬂundue;mod@sty you may have,

‘o Thayer Hobson understandsﬁthig and. won't make any ¢changes
which;&re;deaignedxtgmdetraatgfrqm the:idea.I .am tryingitoﬁponuey,
but, on the other hand,-henia:n@turallygwgpy anxious .to. make - B
certain that .there are no, factual lnacecuracies in these forewords.

O g Loy ok i fimen .o Be let de B3 mm o - T b Y i d N sk
sl am tryding to make .the mall with this so I have dashed
this out in a hurry. Thayer Hobson will give it a little editorial
poliahing-iﬁ~that,isknecessary,nbut;m&in&ytwe,ane 1nterestedtin
accuracy; -and, of course, aside from the fact that we don't want
you o go modest on us we.want your approval. ch At o

ESG: 1m
Encl, .



) Th o) - ‘.'\.l\ =
[:_r:ln"lu\,;sg | Ea Gi'w.l‘ijt“g"’ g':“"rjx.}

July 4, 1953

/

iﬁ?ﬂr;~Erle Stanley Gardner
Rangho Del Palsano
- Temecula, California

Dear Erle:

The Foreword arrived and has been sent on to Mr. Hobson with two very
slight changes and my approval. I am extremely well Pleased with what

you said. I do not know whether the stuff I sent was the sort of thing
that you expected or wanted, but 1t was a condensed version of my
relatively short professional careers In fact, I am happy that you saw
fit to include reference to the speech impediment, Frankly, baving been
able to ovepcome the difficulty, I feel that I am privileged to have had
an experience which all eannot enjoy. The psychiatric insight has been
most helpful in my work. I will be interested to have your reaction to
the Ymnuseript which I am wrking on "The Theory of a Criminal Investigationn,
much of which is based on an understanding of the workings of the sube
conscious mind as applied to oriminal investigations. Also, your reference
to psychiatric treatment for the correction of specch impediments may give
hope and courage to others similarily afflicted. If this bappens, I will
be extremely grateful.

We were eating outdoors when you calledes,sthus the delay in answering. The
children were impressed when I t0ld them who had called. I do hope that on
your next vieit hore Mrs. Turner will have an opportunity to meet you, also

that we can arrange some time for a little vieit about matters of mutual
interest.

Apain, I wish to thank you for your generosity and hope that I can reciprocate
in some esmall messure.

8incersly yours,

Ralph F. Turnep
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ERLE STANLEY. GARDNER |

RANCHO DEL PATSANO
Temecula, California

September 30th, 1953

Professor Ralph F. Turner
Department of Police Adwinistration
Michigan State College

East Lansing, Michigan

Dear Ralph:

The very first copy of "The Case of the Green-Eyed Sister"
is just off the press, and I am sending it to you.

You will note that this contains a certificate from the
printers that it was the first book to be manufactured in the
first edition.

I'm leaving for Chicago, Detrolt, Cleveland, New York,
Boston and Toronto within a few days, and was hoping I could stop
over in Lansing, but I can't wake it. I hope very much that
LeMoyne will have an opportunity to catch me in Detroit, but I
don't know just what his schedule is, and he'll be working on
short notice.

I am glad to report that even in the hard cover editlon
these forewords and dedications are attracting a great deal of
interest, and within a few weeks now the first book, which is
dedicated to Captain Lee, will be released in the twenty-five
cent reprint edition.

Judging by past records this book will sell somewhere
around two willion copies, and that means that a lot of people
by and large will have an opportunity to get acquainted with
captain Lee. -- From then on each book that comes out written
under wy name will have been dedicated to some outstanding figure
in the field of legal medicine or police sclence, with an
appropriate foreword. I think the cumulative effect of these in
the popular editions will do a great deal of good.

I'm running around in circles trylng to get away, but
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'é@f{tﬁwgét this book off to you with an explanatory note. (The
ook 1sn't officially listed as golng on sale until sowme time in

}qug?bér, I believe, so it won't be in the bookstores Ffor a while
TTyety) ;

Ry

: bKihﬁésfwrégans and best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

ESG: 1m
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Hr, Zrle Stanley Gardner
Rancho dsl Paisano
Tomaculal, falifernia

Danr Yrlst

Whils I 4id have & chance Yo tall with you on your last vigit Yo
Detroit and express ny persanal thanks for the very kind and thoughtfol
dadiention vhich you nrepered for the HCace of the Craon Fyed Sister",

I have not had an opportunity to do so in writing., I would 1ike %o say
simply that the recognition which you have afforded hss given me o
eroat deal of pleasure and sotisfaction, More important it is somabhing
a 11t4le more permanent than mers words of thanks or pralse,

Mrs, Turner and I have rand the book and enjoyed it very much. Hy
eldest soh has nob quite reached the stage whers he ls reading your
novels, however, he and my daughter were able to read and understand
the forward, :

1 shall look forward to reading more forwsrds of this type and 1
know that as you continue with your proposed plans you will sventually
have an excellent saries of documents which shonld do wush to improve
the gquality of Forenelc Scisnces participation in the atdminigtration
of Justice, :

Again my heartfelt thanks for s aympathetio snd considerate deed
on the part of one of my very good friends,

voure,

Sincerely

Ralph F, Turner
Aszociate Professor
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