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Correspondence. 

T E X A S A. AND M. C O L L E G E , ) 
College Station, Texas, I 

March 26, 1901. ) 
Dear Prof. Edwards : — I often 

notice your request for news from 
former students and alumni of old 
M. A . C , but, like many others, I 
have more often than otherwise been 
content with a perusal of the wel
come news in the R E C O R D each 
wreek and failed to send the re
quested items. The first column 
that engages our attention is the 
news from former students, and I 
think in this capacity the R E C O R D 
serves its' most important purpose. 
In this far off location I seldom 
meet an old M. A. C. man, although 
Michigan men are quite numerous. 
Only today I received a call from a 
Mr. King who owns a farm in 
Cass county. 

S. L . Ingerson, '99, is, I believe, 
still with the Cameron Mill and 
Elevator Co., at F t . Wor th . 

Prof. H . H. Harrington, at the 
head of the chemical department 
and chemist of the Experiment Sta
tion at this college was, I believe, at 
one time a student at M. A . C. 
under Dr. Kedzie, but I fail to find 
his name recorded in the general 
catalogue. He was there during the 
summer of '82, and although he 
was there but a short time, he re
tains a very high opinion of M. A. C. 
and always has many pleasant things 
to say regarding the institution and 
the acquaintances he made while 
there. Before coming to ;he Texas 
A . and M. College he occupied the 
position of professor of chemistry in 
the Miss. A. and M. College. 

Texas is an interesting country in 
many ways and it would be difficult 
to say just what we find the most 
interesting or curious. T h e dis
tances are somewhat astounding to 
the new comer, and at first one fails 
to appreciate the size of the state. 
It is nearly nine hundred miles from 
the eastern to the western boundary 
and from Brownsville on the south 
to Texline at the northwest corner 
of the Pan handle it is not less than 
one thousand miles. The season 
here is from six weeks to two 
months earlier than Mich, and 
there is usually no snowfall and 
little freezing weather in the winter. 
All kinds of garden vegetables 
grow well and some of the smaller 
fruits, such as strawberries, dew
berries and grapes as well as 
peaches. T h e main forage crops 
are corn, kaffir corn, sorghum, cow 
peas and oats. In north Texas 
wheat is extensively cultivated. 
Cotton and negroes are an abund
ant crop everywhere. Everybody 
seems to be dealing more or less in 
cattle but dairymen are scarce. 
Nine-tenths of the people believe 
that a cow would not give milk 
unless the calf is allowed to run 
with her, and it is amusing to see 
how they aim to fool the cow by 
allowing the calf to suck before and 
after milking. Creamery or first-
class dairy butter readily brings 25c 
per lb. in the open market at any 
season of the year and cheese re
tails at 15c to 18c per lb. As is 
noticable in all western countries, 
living expenses •are higher tban in 
the east and there seems to be a 

wider margin of profit for the 
dealer. 

Improvement in native cattle has 
been slow on account of the high 
percentage of deaths in cattle im
ported from the north, caused by 
Texas fever. The investigations of 
Dr. M. Francis of this Station and 
Dr. Conway of Missouri have devel
oped a plan of innoculation that has 
lessened the death rate from about 
80 per cent to 10 per cent and is of 
great value to Texas live stock in
terests. Agricultural students are 
all interested in study of breeds and 
stock judging. I am just now drill
ing about one hundred students in 
this latter subject. 

There are many pleasant things 
connected with Texas but it has as 
many drawbacks I guess as any 
other State. W e miss many of the 
things we have grown so accustomed 
to in the north that they seemed 
common place. W e r e you to ask 
me what I miss most, I think I 
would have to confess that it is the 
snow of the winter season and the 
red clover and J u n e grass of the 
summer. Northern farmers who 
can grow these two great forage 
crops—red clover and Kentucky 
blue gaass, need never fool awav 
good time and money trying to 
grow cow peas or alfalfa. N o reg
ular organization of an institute 
system has ever been attempted, al
though numerous farmers' organiz
ations are maintained in different 
localities. T h e College will offer 
this year for the first time short 
courses in Live Stock Husbandry, 
Dairying and Horticulture, planned 
similar to those in Michigan but last
ing throughout the winter term of 
ten weeks. 

Trusting that everything and 
everybody at M. A. C. is prosper
ing I remain, 

Very truly, 
C H A S . H . A L V O R D . 

Those who remember Harry 
Taft will appreciate the following 
excerpts from a letter to him from 
G. H . True , dated March 16, at 
Phoenix, Arizona. 

" I was very glad to receive your 
letter this morning. You must 
have grown to be a pretty big boy 
to write such a good long letter. 1 
wonder why it is that boys and 
girls grow so fast when people are 
not there to see them grow. I 
think that I would know you 
though, even if I met you out here 
in the desert, for I cannot imagine 
there being more than one Harry 
Taft in all the world. * * * 
W e do not go out in the woods as 
you and I did sometimes, for we 
have no woods here. T h e desert 
takes the place of the woods in 
Michigan, and on the desert only 
bushes and cacti grow. I suppose 
you know what a cactus is, only I 
don't think you ever saw anything 
so large as some that grow here. 
Some of them are larger around 
than Prof. Smith and higher than 
his house. 

" While one always thinks of a 
desert as a wild, desolate, dreary 
place it is not always so. This 
spring we have had a good deal of 
rain and now there are more wild 
flowers in blossom than I ever 
saw in the woods in Michigan. 

Some of these flowers are very 
pretty too, especially the yellow 
poppies and sand verbenas. 

" Last evening my sister and I went 
to an entertainment given at a school 
where the pupils are all Indian boys 
and girls. They gave a sort of a 
play called Jolly Farmers, in which 
almost everything that was said was 
sung, and 1 think they did it almost 
as well as white boys and girls could 
have done. You would have en
joyed seeing one band of little 
Indian braves who were dressed 
like green grasshoppers. They sung 
a grasshopper song and hopped 
around like grasshoppers between 
the verses and made everybody 
laugh." 

The following from W . C. Steb-
bins, '95a, principal of the Coloma 
public schools, will possibly suggest 
to others inquiries in the same direc
tion: 

"Since receiving your letter in 
which you expressed interest in my 
statement of the fact that the M. A. 
C. was mentioned more frequently 
[in examination papers] than any 
other school. I have looked the 
matter up more carefully. I have 
watched with a great deal of interest 
the growth of the College and was a 
little surprised at the frequency with 
which it was mentioned. Jus t to 
satisfy my curiosity I went over the 
papers and found that the Agricul
tural College was mentioned in 101 
papers. The State Normal College 
in 88 and the University in 61. 
Other schools that were mentioned 
were the mining school, school for 
the blind and school for deaf, etc. 
The question was a double one, one 
part being "Name three educational 
institutions under control of the 
State." More than half of the 290 
odd applicants chose to answer this 
part of the question. Some men
tioned all three of these schools, 
others two, others one, and some 
none of them; but the result was 
indeed interesting. May it so con
tinue." 

T o Represent the Three Courses 
at Commencement. 

A t the last meeting of the winter 
term the faculty selected the follow
ing students for honors at com
mencement: 

T o represent the agricultural 
course, N . A. McCune ; to represent 
the mechanical course, W . W . 
Wel l s ; to represent the women's 
course, Miss Fleta Paddock. 

T h e Present Need of Cooperation 
Among Teachers of English. 

Paper read before the English conference 
of the Michigan Schoolmaster's Club, Ann 
Arbor, March 29, 1901. 

In no branch of school instruction 
is there less uniformity of method, 
greater divergence of pedagogical 
theory, or more general dissatisfac
tion with results than in the teach
ing of English. And yet this same 
teaching of English concerns the 
student more vitally, conditions his 
mental growth and development 
more largely, than any other subject 
—I had almost said, than all other 
subjects in the whole category of 
studies. It seems strange, therefore, 

that until comparatively recently a 
relatively small place in the school 
curriculum has been given to Eng
lish, and that as a rule botli the 
teachers and the teaching have been 
ineffective and unscientific. More 
than this—in teachers' organizations, 
while the teachers of mathematics, 
of ancient languages, of science, 
have early seen the need and the 
advantage of banding together for 
mutual criticism and cooperation, the 
teachers of English as a body have 
seemed inert and amorphous. That 
there are conditions at the present 
time making supremely imperative 
a change in this matter of organiza
tion, has for several years been 
strongly impressed on the mind of 
the present writer, and this paper 
will constitute an attempt to enumer
ate some of those conditions. 

I. That the results of teaching in 
English are -nowhere satisfactory, 
either to student, to teachers, or to 
the general public, will possibly be 
conceded. As a rule the most per
functory work done by pupils in the 
schools is the work in technically 
English subjects. Our educational 
journals teem with articles setting 
forth the dreary evidence to the faat 
that English is not actually taught, 
and the daily press amuses itself 
with sarcastic comments on the illit
eracy of American youth, from the 
pupil of the district school to the 
graduate from our great universities. 
Let me read some extracts from a 
recent editorial in a Michigan paper. 

" Can one per cent, of the children 
in the primary and grammar grades 
write correct English within the 
limits of their ordinary school work ? 
Can five per cent, of the pnpils in' 
the high school write English that 
would stand even tho loosest test in 
respect to grammar, spelling and 
punctuation ? A t a rough guess we 
should say that the question would 
have to be answered in the negative. 
* * * It is a fact, however, that 
the ordinary English of the public 
schools is almost hopelessly bad. 
* * * The children are not 
taught to write creditable English 
in the lower grades. In the high 
school greater effort seems to be 
made to remedy the evil, but the 
effort does not seem to be successful 
in a majority of cases. In the uni
versity, students and instructors alike 
are too busy to waste time over the 
rudiments of a language that should 
have been acquired in the prammar 
grades of the public schools, and 
unless the mature student takes 
special courses in English he seldom 
learns to use his own language 
with the grammatical and ortho
graphical correctness that would be 
demanded of a French or German 
schoolboy." 

Nor is this state of affairs confined 
to Michigan. One has only to read 
the compilation of errors made in 
recent ( 1S98) examinations for en
trance at Harvard College, and note 
the enormous proportion of papers 
marred by the crudest and most 
atrocious blunders in expression, to 
discover that this illiteracy prevails 
over wide area and in the most en
lightened and conservative part of 
our land. 

Still more significant is the fact, 
time and again successfully demon-

(Continued on page 2.) 
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Record Staff. 

H O W A R D E D W A R D S . 

V I C T O R E. B R O W N . 

August Frev. of the Adelphic Society. 
\V. S. Meric'k. of the Columbian Society. 
T. G. riiillips. of the Eclectic Society. 
Miss 11 race Lundy, of the Feronian Society. 
G. C. Humphrey, of the Hesperian Society. 
Geo. It. Ransome, of the Olympic Society. 
D. D. Porter, of the Phi Delta Society. 
Miss Clare Dean, of the Themian Society. 
H. E. Young, of the Union LiteraryjJflcietyT 
Communications and other matter pertaining 

to the contents of the R E C O R D should be sent to 
Howard Edwards, Editor of the R E C O R D . 

Note carefully that George Ken-
nan's lecture booked for April 12 
has been changed to April 10. 

Dr. Beal, in a communication to 
the Detroit Tribune, condemns the 
mischief created by ignorant and 
sometimes venal park boards in in
sisting on wild schemes of their own 
or in thwarting the carefully digested 
plans of a competent superintendent. 
Possibly the communication has a 
well-defined application. 

Dr. V . C. Vaughan, in a lecture 
. on exercise, has the following to 
say about physical culture. Much 
of it has application here as well as 
at the university: " T h e gymnasium 
does not fulfill its proper duty. It 
should aim to investigate the in
dividual physicaldefects of students, 
and seek to remedy them. The 
physical examinations should be 
more strict. They should be made 
by a physician. The shortcomings 
of each student should be carefully 
noted, and he should be given train
ing in the particular manner of 
which he is in need. Men with 
weak lungs should be in a class by 
themselves; likewise men with weak 
hearts. The corps of physical in
structors should be enlarged, so that 
this individual attention could be 
given, and attendance at the gymna
sium made compulsory. Education 
means a drawing-out, a developing, 
and how are we to accomplish this 
unless we go about it scientifically? 

" How would it seem," said the 
doctor, " for the eleven star Greek 
students to be selected by the head 
of that department, and coached to 
the exclusion of the others ? Then 
once a week these students would 
be brought in before the others, in 
competition with a picked eleven 
from another college; and from 
these exhibitions the students were 
to learn what they were to know of 
Greek. This would manifestly be 
unfair. But it's the same way in 
athletics. There should be a careful 
grading of the students.' 

Dr. Vaughan said that in his 
opinion, military drill, such as they 
have at Cornell and many other 
colleges, is the best method of phys
ical culture.— U. of M. Daily. 

T h e following extract from a let
ter referring 10 a personal in the 
last issue of T H E R E C O R D is self-
explanatory. We gladly g i v e 
place to it, and should like it gener
ally understood that we are anxious 
to get just such additions or correc
tions to our records: 

" I n the general catalogue you 
will note that in the list of non-
graduates appears the name Chas. 
H. Spencer (m) '88-'89 entered 
from Grand Rapids, Mich. Imme
diately following is Chas. Henry 
Spencer (a) '71—'73 B. S. (Civ. 
Eng . ) U. of M. 1896, etc., etc. 
Now the Chas. H . Spencer ( a ) 
'71—'73, I know nothing about, but 
the Chas. H . Spencer (?«) '8S-'90, 
and the fellow who took the C. E . 
degree at the U. of M. are one and 
the same man and I am that man. 
In other words the data following 
the last C. H. Spencer belongs to 
the 'SS-'90 man. This error you 
will note was carried out in the per
sonal published in the last number 
of T H E R E C O R D where my class is 
given in the '70s instead of '88- '90." 

Need of Cooperation. 

(Continued from page 1.) 
strated, that except for the influence 
of greater maturity of thought, the 
having of the young college gradu
ate in command of expres-ion is, 
like his high school confrere's, but 
"a younger brother's revenue." In
deed, a recent writer attacks the 
college critics themselves, and after 
showing by pertinent and abundant 
quotations the ungrammatical, lax, 
empty, and positively harmful nature 
of much of the criticising trium
phantly concludes by attaching the 
name of Barrett Wendell himself to a 
criticism that is conspicuously incom
prehensible. Those of us by the way, 
that have done much of this criti
cising can well understand how this 
could come about. 

I I . That the present condition of 
matters in English teaching is de
plorable, notwithstanding many re
cent improvements and great activity 
among book-makers, is, however, 
not to me the most depressing phase 
of the situation. There are several 
reasons for thinking that the illiter
acy to be overcome is on the in
crease. In the first place, each year" 
our American body politic is called 
upon to digest an increased mass of 
foreign ignorance and stupidity and 
even degeneracy. It is really the 
second generation that is more or 
less perfectly digested and the di
gestive organ is the school. There 
was a day when this organ had only 
simple, wholesome, Anglo-Saxon 
material to digest. I t was not so 
very long ago that there came up to 
the college through the schools only 
earnest, aspiring, intelligent men, 
carefully and anxiously trained in 
the family as well as in the school, 
and foreordained to a literary career 
through extraordinary intellectuality 
and robust moral fibre. Now they 
come from all nationalities and social 
conditions. The digestive apparatus 
labors and throbs over a heavy, 
heterogeneous, sour-glutinous mass, 
and all through the system there are 
signs of distress. T h e schools, over
loaded in this way, fail to do the old 
work as effectively and there is a 
general decline in result. 

A second cause for belief in 
the increase of illiteracy lies 
in the effort of the schools to 
do a larger variety of work. The 
large body of the old training was 
in language and the use of language. 
The mass of the work was on Latin 

and Greek and mathemanics. 
Today, even in what is known as 
the classical course, there are 
sciences and drawing and music, 
and civil government—and athletics. 
The passing of Greek and Latin is 
not to be regretted, provided an 
intenser and more effective training 
in English, a training that will 
save our speech from decay, and 
will give our youth sharp, clear, 
direct, incisive, graceful habits of 
expression, can be invented and put 
to use. T h e old methods were the 
lumbering, laborious, dilatory pro
cesses of the hand-loom, but after 
all they produced marvelous cloth. 
W e in our day cannot afford either 
the labor or the time of such 
processes; we must in some way 
invent a power loom; but whatever 
happens, we must not fail to pro
duce cloth — to turn out men and 
women who can speak and write 
the language of their fathers with 
the same power and effect. Surely 
there is call here for all our collec
tive wisdom and effort! 

These are two great causes for the 
changed problem that faces the 
English teacher of today; others 
might be mentioned. If it can be 
sometimes said of the English 
teacher that he is incapable or care
less in the handling of his own 
language, how much more truth
fully may this incapability or care
lessness be alleged of teachers in 
other subjects under whose in
fluence the young student comes! 
It is frequently true today that the 
young specialist, keen and shrewd 
and capable in his peculiar class of 
work, highly esteemed and widely 
influential, will somewhat ostenta
tiously confess his lack of knowl
edge and skill in expression. The 
influence of such an attitude is 
potent. Then there is the vast and 
ever-increasing mass of crude litera
ture, I do not here refer so much to 
the daily press as to the average 
popular novel, the story-papers, and 
above all the dialect wit and humor 
of popular prose and poetry. Still 
further patent is the shifting of the 
centre of gravity in school life from 
the intellectual to the physical in 
the athletic craze that makes the 
great man of a school, the man on 

w h o s e lips the student body hang 
awed and entranced, not the shrewd, 
keen-witted physicist and mathema
tician who will shortly add to the 
world's sum of knowledge by bril
liant discovery, nor the broad-browed 
student of civics and history who will 
some day with brilliant oratory and 
ponderous argument control the 
actions of a nation, but the bushy-
haired handler of the "pig-skin," 
whose world is confined within its 
meager circumference, and whose 
grammar and vocabulary are as 
vague and uncertain as the slang of 
the side-lines' wit with which he is 
most familiar. 

Such are some of the causes 
that seem to conspire to make the 
work of the English teacher of 
today more onerous and more ex
acting than ever before: He has 
more students to handle, from greater 
extremes of social environment. 
He is less aided by the traditional 
language work of the schools, and 
has an antagonistic force at work in 
the indifference of specialists (to use 
no harsher te rm) , the vast flood of 
loose and defective printed matter, 
and the shifting of school ideals. . 
More than all this we have among 
ourselves those traitors to the cause 
of pure English who for the sake 
of notoriety or to air crude philo
logical knowledge are glad to canon

ize a phrase as reputable because it 
is in common colloquial use. Wi th 
such an array of facts, does it not 
seem as if the teacher of English 
should find it a primary duty to con
sult with others, to use the principle 
of division of labor, to seek out and 
employ the most labor-saving 
methods and appliances, and in the 
very largest degree to avail himself 
of the experience of others ? 

I I I . But outside of and beyond 
the increasing difficulty for the 
teacher, lies the fact that in the 
teaching itself there are no fixed 
rules of practice. Everything is in 
a state of fluidity, nothing is fixed 
and determined and every man 
"doeth that which in his own eyes 
eyes seemeth right." 

The whole matter of English has 
been treated in a false and ineffective 
way. Whatever the professions in 
the prefaces of the books, the fact 
has been that the use of English has 
been set forth as a science while it 
has been judged invariably as an art. 
English has been taught as something 
to know rather than something to do. 
Students have been crammed with 
rules for determining when a sen
tence is correct and clear, and forcible 
and smooth, and have then astonished 
their teachers by producing incor
rect and obscure, and weak and 
nerve-racking phrases; as if one 
should read a book on swimming, 
and then surprise his friends by sink
ing at the first contact with water. 
All this, however, is, in theory at 
least, now changed. The teacher 
of English knows perfectly well 
that the test, and the only test, of a 
knowledge of English is the ability 
to write English and that to learn 
to write English a man must write 
English. But as a matter of fact 
the general public does not at all ap
preciate either the fact or its conse
quences, and as a result the English 
teacher in high school, and for that 
matter in college too, is expected to 
take just as many class periods, re
quiring just as much and as careful 
preparation as any other teacher 
takes, and then besides, if his reputa
tion is worth anything to him, to 
find time for an amount and kind of 
onerous critical work, equal to and 
even greater than the regular allot
ment of class-room work and gen
eral school management. I t is 
readilv seen that skill of the hand is 
a costly form of education ; and yet 
teachers and equipment are cheer
fully provided in kind and degree 
approximately adequate. Wi th this 
I have no fault to find; indeed' I 
sincerely and heartily rejoice in the 
larger recognition of the body in 
education. It is in accord with the 
most advanced psychological and 
pedagogical truth. What I do de
plore, however, is the slowness and 
apparent unwillingness to recognize 
the fact that to train the brain to 
shape and adapt thought to thought 
and thought to language is a matter 
of skill and not of knowledge, is a 
matter of doing and not of mere re
ceiving, is a slow, laborious, and 
costly process—costly either to the 
general public who receive . the 
benefit, or to the poor individual 
teacher who does double work at 
half pay and at the additional cost 
of physical collapse or mental 
atrophy. What can remedy this 
condition but organization, agitation, 
concentration of forces ? 

"Since which things are so," as I 
used to learn to say from my Latin 
teacher, how supremely important 
to the overworked English teacher 
becomes the matter of adaptation of 
means to ends! But here the same 
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•confusion of op in ion , t he same an
t a g o n i s m of prac t ice is e v e r y w h e r e 
a p p a r e n t . T h e v e r y p u r p o s e of t h e 
var ious s tudies is m i s a p p r e h e n d e d or 
on ly v a g u e l y apprec i a t ed . I r ead 
in t he ve ry latest E n g l i s h g r a m m a r 
rece ived from the pub l i she r s , " I t is 
n o w g e n e r a l l y a g r e e d a m o n g t each 
ers of E n g l i s h t h a t t h e main p u r 
p o s e in t he s tudy of E n g l i s h g r a m 
m a r is m e n t a l d i sc ip l ine , " and I 
close t he book , and I say n o ! a 
t h o u s a n d t imes n o ! I a d m i t t h e fact 
of men ta l d i sc ip l ine ; b u t I d e n y th is 
as t he p r i m a r y p u r p o s e e i the r for 
t h e t eache r or t h e s tuden t . H e w h o 
so t eaches E n g l i s h g r a m m a r leaves 
u n t o u c h e d t he actual i m p e r a t i v e p r o b 
l e m of t h e E n g l i s h t eache r . E n g 
lish g r a m m a r mus t be t h o r o u g h l y 
-understood and a p p r o p r i a t e d , pr i 
m a r i l y tha t it m a y se rve as an in
s t r u m e n t for rapid and in te l l igen t 
cr i t icism in the art of w r i t i n g and 
s p e a k i n g . I t mus t se rve t h e same 
p u r p o s e to t he ar t of w r i t i n g E n g 
lish, t ha t a l g e b r a does to h i g h e r 
phys ica l and as t ronomica l r e a s o n i n g . 
I t mus t furn ish a b o d y of critical 
a p p a r a t u s by m e a n s of w h i c h t he 
u l t i m a t e p u r p o s e , ski l l in us ing E n g 
l ish , m a y b e a t ta ined . H . E . 

(Concluded in next issue.) 

A b o u t t h e C a m p u s . 

M r s . C h a s . L . W e i l and d a u g h t e r 
s t a r t ed A p r i l 5 for a visit to N e w 
Y o r k . 

Miss V e s t a W o o d b u r y was 
vis i ted T h u r s d a y and F r i d a y b y he r 
m o t h e r and sister. 

Mis s J u l i a B . C a r t e r of D e t r o i t , 
•was t h e gues t d u r i n g vaca t ion w e e k 
of he r O r e a d C o l l e g e c h u m , Miss 
Li f ford . 

P ro f . L . R . T a f t w a s in G r a n d 
R a p i d s a t t e n d i n g t he A p r i l mee t 
i n g of t h e G r a n d R i v e r V a l l e y 
H o r t i c u l t u r a l Soc ie ty . 

Miss M a r y K n a g g s w e n t h o m e 
for a few d a y s d u r i n g t he last w e e k 
of school to a t t end t he w e d d i n g of 
h e r sister w h i c h occur red M a r c h 27. 

T h e s tuden t s w h o r e m a i n e d at 
t h e C o l l e g e d u r i n g t he vacat ion 
g a v e a ve ry p leasan t in fo rmal d a n c e 
in t h e A r m o r y on T h u r s d a y even 
i n g . 

M r . and M r s . L . F . J e n i s o n 
e n t e r t a i n e d t he ins t ruc tors of 
S t a t i o n T e r r a c e at the i r h o m e F r i 
d a y e v e n i n g . E a c h g u e s t invi ted a 
l ady . 

S p r a y i n g in t h e C o l l e g e o r c h a r d s 
has c o m m e n c e d . T h e first t rees to 
b e t rea ted are t he p e a c h , t he mater ia l 
u sed b e i n g a solut ion of c o p p e r sul
p h a t e — t w o p o u n d s in a ba r r e l of 
w a t e r — f o r t h e p r e v e n t i o n of leaf 
c u r l . 

P ro f . C . F . W h e e l e r has been re 
q u e s t e d b y t he G o v e r n m e n t to in
spec t t h e sand d u n e s a l o n g t h e 
eas t e rn coast of L a k e M i c h i g a n and 
r e p o r t u p o n t h e feasibil i ty of p l a n t i n g 
cer ta in grasses , such as h a v e p r o v e d 
useful in D e l a w a r e , to p r e v e n t t h e 
sand f rom b l o w i n g u p o n t h e adjoin
i n g f a r m s . 

P r o f , and M r s . V e d d e r , P ro f , and 
M r s . B a r r o w s , and Prof , and - M r s . 
S m i t h g a v e on T u e s d a y last a six 
o 'c lock d inne r to some seventy- f ive 
of the i r fr iends at t he C o l l e g e and 
in t he c i ty . T h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t w a s 
one of t h e h a n d s o m e s t ever g i v e n at 
t h e C o l l e g e . O n T h u r s d a y after
noon t he s a m e ladies g a v e a card 
p a r t y to a n u m b e r of lady f r iends , 
m a i n l y f rom t h e ci ty. 

D r . Beal is h a v i n g pr in ted a cata
l o g u e of t h e t rees and sh rubs at t he 
C o l l e g e i n c l u d i n g all t h e scientific 
and c o m m o n n a m e s in one a lpha 
bet ica l list. T h i s b o o k will enab le 
any novice to locate any t ree he m a y 
be l o o k i n g fo r ; bu t it is especial ly 
i n t ended for s tuden t s s t u d y i n g for
es t ry and t rees and sh rubs in t h e 
botanica l d e p a r t m e n t , and l andscape 
g a r d e n i n g in t h e hor t i cu l tu ra l de 
p a r t m e n t . 

O n e of t h e mos t p l ea s ing p a p e r s 
read at t h e m e e t i n g s at A n n A r b o r 
last w e e k was tha t p r e sen t ed b y D r . 
Beal before t h e jo in t m e e t i n g of t h e 
A c a d e m y of Sc ience and zoological 
section of t he S c h o o l - m a s t e r s ' C l u b . 
I t t e emed w i t h good sense and good 
advice . Espec i a l l y in t e re s t ing and 
a m u s i n g w e r e t h e remin i scences of 
t h e d a y s spen t by t he D r . u n d e r t h e 
e lder A g a s s i z and G r e y . L i t t l e 
w o n d e r tha t the inspi ra t ion b e g o t t e n 
in those d a y s has r ema ined und imin 
ished t h r o u g h all t he y e a r s tha t h a v e 
fo l lowed . T h r o u g h t he w h o l e 
p a p e r r a n a vein of quie t , h u m o r , 
w h i c h c o m i n g to the sur face at fre
q u e n t i n t e rva l s k e p t t h e aud ience 
b u b b l i n g ove r w i t h l a u g h t e r t ha t 
s eemed good for b o d y and soul . I n 
t h e w h o l e aud ience , no t a s ing le un-
apprec ia t ive h e a r e r could be found . 

T h e class in ag r i cu l tu ra l expe r i 
m e n t a t i o n h a v e ont l ined pract ical 
e x p e r i m e n t s to be carr ied ou t d u r i n g 
t h e s p r i n g t e rm in t h e field or labora
to ry . T h e s e p lans of e x p e r i m e n t s 
w e r e submi t t ed to t h e class for the 
benefi t of t h e m e m b e r s and for 
cri t icism and s u g g e s t i o n f rom t h e m . 
T h e f o l l o w i n g e x p e r i m e n t s h a v e 
been p l a n n e d : 1. T o d e t e r m i n e 
t h e a m o u n t of mo i s tu r e used b y 
w e e d s g r o w i n g in ou r fields, and to 
es t imate t he va lue of t he moi s tu re so 
used to t he g r o w i n g c rops . 2. T h e 
effect of fer t i l izers u p o n t h e nitrifi
cat ion of c lover bacter ia and t h e 
chemica l compos i t ion of t he resul t 
i n g c lover c r o p . 3 . C o m p a r a t i v e 

va lues of different fodder c rops . 4 . 
Effect of tile d r a in s u p o n t h e m e 
chanica l condi t ions of t h e soil. 5 . 
T h e necessi ty of t h e p re sence of 
n i t r i fy ing g e r m s in a rab le soils. 

When in need "f 

FINE STATIONERY, INVITATIONS 

or C A R D S 

CALL OX 

Lawrence & Van Buren Printing Co. 
122 Ottawa St. E. Lansing Mich. 

FULL MEASURE AND 
GOOD GRADES. 

THE RIKERD LUMBER 60 . 
CALL AND S E E T H E M . 

T h e m a i n i t e m i n S t o v e s is t o 

g e t t h e best for t h e leas t m o n e y . 

W e h a v e t h e nicest a s s o r t m e n t eve r 

i n t h e c i t y . S tee l R a n g e s $ J 8 .00 

t o $ 4 0 . 0 0 ; C a s t C o o k S t o v e s w i t h 

R e s e r v o i r $ J 6 . 0 0 t o $ 2 5 . 0 0 ; B a s e 

B u r n e r C o a l S t o v e s $ 2 5 . 0 0 t o 

$ 4 0 . 0 0 ; Soft C o a l A i r - T i g h t S t o v e s 

$ J 2 . 0 0 t o $ 1 8 . 0 0 ; A i r - T i g h t W o o d 

S t o v e s $5 .00 t o $ 9 . 0 0 ; N i c e O i l 

H e a t e r s $ 3 . 2 5 t o $4 .00 . E v e r y o n e 

of t h e m fu l ly g u a r a n t e e d . A nice 

l ine of P o c k e t C u t l e r y R a z o r s . 

S h e a r s , i n fac t a n y t h i n g needed i n 

t h e H a r d w a r e L i n e y o u w i l l f ind i t 

a n d a t prices t o su i t y o u , a t 

NORTON'S HARDWARE,. 

6. T h e s tudy of t he effects of t h e 
different e l e m e n t s upon t h e g r o w t h 
of c rops . 7. T h e effect of differ
ence in size and w e i g h t of seed upon 
the c r o p of co rn . 

SIMONS DRY GOODS CO. 
FIRST SHOWING of 

1 9 0 1 NgW SPRING 

Wash Fabrics*** 

New Embroidered 
Colored Muslin, pr yd. 28 N e w P a t t e r n s for S p r i n g i n 

VELVET CARPETS, 
INGRAIN CARPETS, 

Rugs, Curtains, etc. 

New Spring White Goods. Students given Special Attention. 

New Spring Dress Goods. 

Furniture Headquarters. 
C O r i P L E T E L I N E O F F U R N I T U R E F O R S T U D E N T S ' R O O M S 

Woven Wire Springs a t 
Woven Wire Cots a t 
Mattresses a t 
Chairs at 
Arm Chairs a t 
Students Tables a t 

$1.50, $2.00 and $2.50 
$1.50, $2.00 and $2.50 
$1.75, $2.00, $2.50 up 

50c, 60c, 75c up 
$1.50, $1.75, $2.00 up 

•51.50, $1.75, $2.00 

fl. J. & B. Jl. Buck. 

You know 
The Spaulding Sweater 

is the athletic sweater of this country. 
While they may cost a trifle more than 
other makes, they are the cheapest on 
account of the additional wear. 

$375 - $450 WE HAVE A COMPLETE LINE 

OF THE M. A. C. SWEATERS at 

Also a nice assortment of SPAULDING JERSEY SWEATERS. 

We are showing the most beautiful line of Negligee Shirts ever brought to this City. 

Elgin flifflin. 

,l;^*^*w<vvwvvs/ '̂v^*^/^(^*•^«vwv^<^*^*nJ^*v^A<vw^*v^/^wv^/^/^<^<^l«/>lf^/^r«^A'»•/^/•>/l 

The "Rugby"| 
N e w R u g b y last , h e a v y ex t ens ion j 

soles , r o p e s t i t ched c lear a r o u n d the $ 

hee l , m a d e in t an and b lack R u s s i a n > 

calf, a lso in p a t e n t l e a the r . 

Oxfords 
M a d e in s a m e s ty l e s for s u m m e r 

w e a r , t h e " s w e l l e s t " t h i n g ye t 

b r o u g h t out . 

Prices $3.50 to $5.00? 

C. D. WOODBURY, H O L L I S T E R B L O C K . J 
S 
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Old Students. 

Eugene S. Brewer, with '03, who 
left College during the fall term, is 
in business in Owosso. 

Benj. Chamberlain, with '04, spent 
Friday and Saturday visiting friends 
on the Campus and Delta. 

Miss Harriette Robson, '00, of 
Detroit, visited the College last 
Wednesday as the guest of Miss 
Cimmer. 

Alton C. Burnham, '93»z, is now 
in N e w York City, the vice Presi
dent of the new corporation of 
Eldredge, Rule & Co. 

F . N . Clark, '89a, writes: " Born, 
April 1, 1901, Constance Corinne 
Clark, a prospective candidate for 
women's course at College sixteen 
years hence." Congratulations. 

Mr. A. B. Cook of '93, is busy on 
his farm in Shiawassee Co. making 
maple syrup. Mr. Cook reports an 
excellent run thus far this season 
with prospects of being even better. 

C. F . Austin, '99, assistant horti
culturist at the Alabama State Agri
cultural and Mechanical College at 
Auburn, sent Professor Wheeler a 
most beautiful bunch of birdfoot 
violets last week. 

O. S. Groner, '94a, principal of 
schools at Manistique, is making a 
success there. His salary has been 
raised each year, a substantial and 
effective way of showing the people's 
desire to have him remain with 
them. 

F rank G. Carpenterof '01,recently 
put the 16 ft>. shot nearly 30 feet 
thus beating the M. I. A. A. record. 
Carpenter has done no training this 
season so the feat is quite a remark
able one. If Carpenter concludes 
to go onto the track teams for this 
M. I. A. A. field day he will un
doubtedly be a winner. 

Under date, March 16, R . S. 
Campbell, '94a, writes that a pros
pective student in the women's 
course at M. A. C. has arrived at 
his home. The young lady had a 
birthday March 10. She weighed 
eleven pounds and her first name is 
Margaret. " T h e father is doing as 
well as can be expected." 

G. M. Odium, ,ooa, sends to the 
College from Monrovia, Liberia, a 
number of interesting postal cards 
with colored pictures of buildings, 
people, animals, etc., in that far
away land. George is studying 
coffee culture there before going to 
his work in South Africa. W e 
hope he will continue to give us 
news of his doings, and will write 
us at some length when he finds 
leisure. 

The R E C O R D is in receipt of a 
most excellent monograph " O n the 
Correlation of Mental and Motor 
Ability in School Children," by 
William Chandler Bagley, M. S., 
Ph . D. (1895a) who is now princi
pal of the Meramac School, St. 
Louis, Mo. After leaving here Mr. 
Bagley attended the University of 
Wisconsin and later Cornell, where 
he received his Ph . D. last year. 
Whi le there he held a fellowship in 
psychology. The monograph is 
reprinted f r o m the "American 
Journal of Psychology, Vol. X I I , 
pp. 193-205. 

J n o . B. Stewart, '01 , has entered 
the department of a g r i c u l t u r e , 
division of soils through the Scien
tific Aid Fund. N o entrance ex
amination is required, through this 
provision, the applicant merely sub

mitting his thesis. However , be
cause of the extreme need of men 
this year, in the soil division, ap
pointments were made before the 
theses were finished, in many cases. 
Mr. Stewart 's thesis, on the deter
mination of the Content of Water 
in Moist and Air-Dry Soils, was 
submitted after he reached Wash
ington. He is now in Statesville, 
N . C , doing field work, in testing 
various soils, and will not return to 
laboratory work in Washington 
until November. 

By the subjoined excerpt from 
Washington Evening Star of 
March 23d, we learn that William 
A. Taylor, '88, has received the 
decoration of Merite Agricole, for 
his work as pomologist in Paris 
Exposition. 

The secretary of agriculture has 
been informed that the French gov
ernment has conferred the decora
tion of Merite Agricole upon the 
following officials of the department 
of agriculture for services performed 
at the Paris exposition: H . W . 
Wicev, chemist; H . E . Alvord, 
chief of the dairy division; G. B. 
Brackett, pomologist; W . A - T a y 
lor, assistant pomologist; M. A. 
Carleton, cerealist; John I. Schulte, 
one of the associate editors of the 
Experiment Station Record. The 
decoration has also been conferred 
upon James L . Farmer, assistant 
director of agriculture for the Paris 
exposition. 

T h e Study of Greek and Lat in on 
trie Decline in Germany . 

One of the surprises of the educa
tional world is found in the sharp 
attacks that are now being made 
in Germany on the classical gymna
sium. The humanities or classical 
course has long been made the basis 
of a solid education, and the indis
pensable condition of admission to 
the honors and emoluments of the 
learned professors. 

Now the demand is that this he 
changed, and that those who have 
completed any of these nine-year 
institutions, whether these include 
Latin and Greek in their course or 
not, shall have exactly the same 
rights of admissions to the universi
ties in all of their departments, and 
also to all of the degrees that are 
offered. The position is now main
tained that the classical tongues are 
not essential in that preparatory 
training which a young man needs 
in order to pursue successfully the 
professional career. 

Although educated in Latin and 
Greek, the present Emperor is out
spoken in the advocacy of a radical 
change. These statements are im
portant, as they come frrom a coun
try which enjoys the distinction of 
leadership in higher education.— 
Abbreviated quotations from 7he 
Outlook of March 23. 

T h e agricultural section of the 
Academy of Science was probablv 
the smallest of all the sections, but 
the single session was a very inter
esting one. Dr. Beal read a paper 
entitled, " S o m e of the Relations of 
Botany to Agricul ture" and Mr. 
Kenyon Butterfield gave a talk on, 
" S o m e New Phases of Agricultural 
Education." T h e paper, talk, and 
discussions that followed were very 
interesting and helpful. 

N O T I C E : All male students will 
report for drill Tuesday afternoon 
at 5 p. m. 

Wc Welcome 
THE STUDENTS' RETURN AT THE M. A. C. 

It gives new life to the Capital City. W e cordially invite all to make 
their home at our store. Mr. Homer Burton and Mr. Arthur Har t will 
make daily trips to every one who desires to see them on the M. A. C . 
grounds or in the vicinity. If you are not called upon drop us a postal 
and we will call. Samples sent on applxation. 

We Guarantee Satisfaction. 

Donsereaux's Department store. Visit 

and tne Donsereaux 61otning and Grocery Store. 
312 to 320 Washington Ave. South. One door south of Hotel Downey. 

CHAS. A. PIELLA . . 
JEWELER AND OPTICIAN. 

DIAMONDS, WATCHES, JEWELRY, CLOCKS, 
SILVERWARE, ART GOODS. 

Repairing Nneatly Done. 

121 Washington Ave. N., Lansing, Mich. 

ALL MEATS 
May look alike to you, but there is a. 

very great difference in the quality we han
dle and that sold by some other markets. 
We handle none but the very best. Like 
the pudding, the proof of good meats is in> 
the eating. A trial will convince you that 
you ought to trade with us. 

We make daily trips to the College. 
BOTH PHONES. Careful attention given to 

'phone orders. 
GOTTLIEB REVTTER. 

Washington Ave. South. 

DIRECTORY M 
FURNITURE DEALERS. 

J. & B. M. BUCK.—Furniture. Cor. Wash
ington Avenue and Ionia Street. See ad. 

LANSING BUSINESS and 
PROFESSIONAL MEN ^fc 

The names in this Directory, as well as 
those of all our other advertisers, are of reli
able parties. We hope that the faculty and 
students will take pains to patronize those 
who patronize us. 

ARCHITECTS. 

W JUDD CUMINGS—Architect. Sparta, Mich. 
Rural architecture a specialty. Patronage of 

M. A. C. men solicited. 

BARBERS. 

H. WOOD—Barber. 106 Michigan Avenue E. 
College work especially solicited. 

HACK AND BAGGAGE LINES. 

O RDER your hacks for parties at Carr's Hack 
Line. I.ivery in connection. 410 Washington; 

Ave. N. 

HARDWARE, STOVES AND TINWARE. 

NORTON'S HARDWARE—General Hardware, 
Stoves, Tinware, Graniteware, Cutlery, etc. 

I l l Washington Ave. South. See ad. 

ACOB STAHL & SON,—Wholesale and Re
tail Hardware and House Furnishings. 211 
and 213 Washington Avenue North. J 

J 
BOOKS AND STATIONERY. 

CITY BOOK STORE. Fountain Pens, Drafting 
Tools, Stationery, Cards Engraved, Pictures 

and Picture Framing. Tennis, Football and Base
ball goods. Crotty Bros., 206 Wash. Ave. N. 

T ANSING BOOK AND PAPER CO. Water-
\j man and Sterling Fountain Pens, Stationery, 
Pictures, Frames, Wall Paper. 120 Wash. Ave. N . 

BICYCLES AND ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES. 

HARNESS, TRUNKS, ETC. 

J W. EDMOND'S SONS—Keep the finest stock 
of Trunks, Traveling Bags, Pocket Books and 
Leather Goods in the citv. Also a full line of 

harness and horse goods. Repair shop in connec
tion. 107 Washington Ave. south. 

INSURANCE. 

THE DYER-JENISON-BARRY CO., LTD. . 
Incorporated) Hollister Block. All kinds of the 

best insurance. Strongest agency in city. 

JEWELURS. 

B P. RICHMOND—Watchmaker, Jeweler and 
Engraver. 200-202 Washington Avenue N. 

c LAUNDRIES. 
APITOL ELECTRIC CO. 

BOOTS AND SHOES. 

c D. WOODBURY.—Boots and Shoes. We 
shoe the students. See ad. 

CLOTHING, 

THE VANGORDER PALACE LAUNDRY. Col
lege agents, Rudolph and Mills. S. P . Lantz,. 

Prop. 

' P A K V O R I A N & JEWELL.—Agents for STAR 
1 LAUNDRY. Wre return your work on Thurs

day p. m. Either high polish or dull finish. No 
saw-edge collars. 

LOUIS BECK.—Clothier. Gents' Furnishings, 
Hats and Caps. 112 Washington Ave. North. 

H KOSITCHEK & BRO.—Clothing and Dry 
. Goods. 113 Wash. Ave. N. 210 Wash. 

Ave. S. 

CROCKERY AND GLASSWARE. 

H H. LARNED.—China. Glass and Lamps. 
105 Washington Ave. S. 

DENTISTS. 

R W. MORSE, D. D. S. 
Hollister Block, Room 517. 

D E. PARMELEE—Dentist. 218 Washington 
Ave. S,, Lansing, Mich. 

DEPARTMENT STORE. 

DONSEREAUX'S DEPARTMENT STORE 
is the place to trade. You can get a warm 

lunch in our cafe for 10c. See ad. 

DRUGGISTS. 

ROUSER'S CAPITAL DRUG STORE. Up to 
date. Corner store. Opposite Hollister Block. 

DRY GOODS. 

SIMONS DRY GOODS COMPANY. — Dry 
Goods and Carpets. See ad. 

FURNISHING GOODS. 

MANICURE AND HAIRDRESSING. 

MRS. O. T. CASE—Mauicure and Hairdressing 
Parlors. Masquerade wigs for rent. AH 

styles of hair goods in stock or manufactured on 
short,notice. New 'phone 118. 222V4 Washington 
Avenue S., up stairs. 

MERCHANT TAILORS. 

WOODBURY & SAVAGE.—Tailors. Student 
trade solicited. Opposite Hotel Downey, North, 

J OHN HERRMANN'S SONS. Fine Tailoring. 
218 Washing-ton Avenue N . 

E LGIN MIFFLIN.—Ladies' and Gentlemen's 
Furnishing Goods. See ad. 

MUSIC, PIANOS, ETC. 

HE POST & BRISTOL CO. Pianos and every-
thing in the line of music and musical instru

ments. 219 Washington Ave. N., Lansing, Mich. 

OCULISTS. 

JOSEPH FOSTER, M. D.—Eye, Ear, Nose and 
Throat. Hours 9 to 12 A. M. City National 

Bank Building, Lansing. 

PHYSICIANS. 

A D. HAGADORN, M. D.—Office hours, 11 to 
12 A. M., 2 to 4 and 7 to 8 P. M. Office at 212 

Washington Avenue S.; home 419 Seymour St. 

RESTAURANTS. 

GILBERT M. HASTY, Proprietor Hasty's 
Gem Lunch. Best meals and lunches in the 

city. Quiet place for adies. 113 Wash. Ave. S, 


