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HALF-WAY TREE CUT DOWN

Landmark at Lansing City Limits Known to All Older Alumni, Dead for Some
Time.

When workmen cut down the tree grow-
ing through the split rock at the Lansing
city limits, they removed a landmark which
has been familiar to M. A. C. students over
a long period of years. The tree had been
dead for some time. Encroachment of
pavements and heavy traffic close to its
roots had aided in its extinction. Several
vears ago Dr. Beal, during a trip to the
‘college at commencement, predicted the
early death of the tree. It was then ap-
parently vigorous but shortly afterward it
failed to put forth its leaves. It was left
standing for two years after every branch
was dead.

" The lifetime of this cherry tree parallels
the first six decades of the history of the
college. It was probably started but not
very well developed as a seedling when the
college was founded. As the half-way point
on the trip to Lansing from the college, the
cleft stone, was a resting place for stu-
dents making the trip on foot before the
days of trolley cars and it has a prominent
place in the memories which most alumni
connect with their college days. A cherry
pit had lodged in a small crack in the rock,
it had germinated in wind blown particles
which also found lodgement and, growing
had, with the help of moisture and frost,
expanded the crack until the stone was en-
tirely divided. '

It probably ran a close second to College
hall as a landmark to the older alumni;
those of later generations have noted it
because of the unusual circumstances sur-
rounding its growth but new methods of
transportation have long ago taken from
it the distinction of being a resting place
for travelers from the college to Lansing.

At the fortieth anniversary of the class
of 62, Francis Hodgman, since deceased,
read verses on the anniversary which in-
cluded the following:

When half the toilsome way was passed,
we rested by the stone

Within whose cleft a cherry pit had taken
root and grown;

The cleft was not so very wide; just half
an inch or so;

The little tree scarce touched its side some
forty years ago.

Forty years ago; forty years ago;

The cleft has spread; the tree has grown
since forty years ago.

THE PINETUM

A tribute to Dr. Beal by B. O. Long-

year, '03. (Longyear was connected with

 the college and experiment station staffs

1804-04. He is now on the forestry fac-
ulty of the Colorado Agricultural college.)

No warlike statue lifted high
No arch imposing stands;
No bronze engraved to signify
Some bloody conquest of your hands,
But whispering pines their canopy
Spread near a quiet stream,
Your love of life and peace denote,
A monument supreme.
(The verse was inscribed in a folder

which included a photograph of the author
taken in the Pinetum.)






V3

The M. A. C. Record

Page Five

NEW MEMBER TAKES
STATE BOARD POST

Jason Woodman, ’81, completed his
term as a member of the state board of
agriculture on January I, and was suc-
ceeded by -Herbert W. Gowdy of Union
Pier, Berrien county. Mr. Woodman was
one of the pioneer county agricultural
agents, serving in Kalamazoo county for
several years. He had for a long time
conducted a farm near Paw Paw and was
active i the agricultural organizations of
the state. His efforts to improve the
standards of potato growing have met with
outstanding success. He declined to be a
candidate for reelection and Mr. Gowdy
was chosen in his place.

The new member of the State Board
was born in Union Pier, educated in the
public schools of that place and Chicago
and took up fruit raising near his home
in 1902. He was a member of the legis-
lature from Berrien county in the sessions
of 1919 and 1921. He met with the board
at its first meeting of the new year on
January 16, displaying an active interest in
the affairs of the college.

ALUMNUS WAS HIGH
IN GRAIN EXHIBIT

A. W. Jewett, jr., '19, Mason, was one
of the best rewarded exhibitors at the In-
ternational hay and grain show in Chi-
cago. Jewett took for the second year in
succession, a feat not before accomplished
i the history of the exhibition, the first
prize for the best bale of hay exhibited.
He was also awarded first honors on his
ten-ear exhibit of yellow dent corn over
the products of some of the largest corn
growing states.

"In addition to the above he took first
i soft red winter wheat, first in white win-
ter wheat, fourth in rye, first in field beans,
fifth in soy beans, sixth in six-rowed bar-
ley, fifth in single ear corn, second in flint
corn, third in clover hay, and eighth in al-

falfa. Since his discharge from the army
Jewett has given intensive attention to
farming, specializing in the raising of im-
proved seed. The interest caused by his ex-
ploits has put Ingham county high in the
number of awards given any similar terri-
torial unit at the exposition.

UNDESIRABLE TREES
TAKEN FROM CAMPUS

Very noticeable changes were effected in
the appearance of the campus during the
holidays when a crew of students, under
the direction of T. G. Phillips, ’oz, land-
scape architect for the college, removed a
large number of trees. Their activities
were not confined entirely to the smaller
ones but large specimens which had out-
grown their usefulness or which were lo-
cated badly in respect to buildings, were
cut down in several different parts of the
grounds.

At the rear of the Woman’s building
big willows, badly infested with a variety
of scale, were cut down, at the east end
of the old post office building conifers
and hardwoods which were so close to-
gether that none could grow satisfactorily,
and along the edges of the Arboretum and
the college picnic grounds forest weeds
and dying or dead treese were destroyed
with a marked effect on the surrounding
landscape. "By clearing out the timber
east of the Home FEconomics building the
passer by is given a small view of the new
library and the approach to the new build-
ing is gheatly improved. Other places were
treated similarly with equally good re-
sults.  For a time the spaces opened will
appear bare but as the other trees have
a chance to develop the places of those
cut down will be filled rapidly and to
much better advantage.

H. S. Reed, 706, is author of “The Manu-
facture of Picric Acid,” published in the
January number of Industrial and Engi-
neering Chemistry. Reed is in charge of
industrial chemistry courses at the college.
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scription card and you will note that I
‘agree to make the first payment when sat-
isfied that the venture can be completed. I
do not wish to pay in at the beginning, for
although anxious to do my part and in fuil
sympathy with the idea, I know that re-
gardless of the great effort and enthusiasm
such a costly structure may prove to be too
great a burden for our college crowd and
fall through when partly finished. Such
affairs are sometimes on too expensive a
scale to be consummated, where the funds
must come from gifts.

Whenever I am convinced that the build-
ing can be finished, my $100 will be ready,
but not before.

With all hope that the plans can be com-
pleted, 1 am, '

Very truly,

, , 1902.
Jacksonville, Fla., Jan. 5. 1924.

P. S—1I have had a twin-screw yacht
built in Maine, and have cruised the At-
lantic coast from Bar Harbor, Maine, to
Jacksonville, Fla., and am sailing soon for
Miami for the remainder of the winter,
The ship is equipped with every device for
safe navigation on the ocean and in coastal
waters. It took over a year to build her,
and I remained in Maine over a year see-
ing every timber and every bolt that went
into her. The crew consists of an ex-
perienced captain as navigator, and an
engineer-cook. The power is from twa
heavy-duty marine gas engines—rpm- 400
to 60o. And there are auxiliary gas en-
gines for electric lights, etc., and for the
twelve-foot tender. We have visited prac-
tically ~every port on the Atlantic coast,
spending some time in the historic and
quaint old colonial city of Charleston, S. S.

’

—, ’o2.

“ NECROLOGY “

Epmunp S. Harrison, ’o3

Fdmund S. Harrison, ’03, died at Phoe-
nix, Arizona, November 29, 1923, where
he had gone about six weeks previously
seeking to regain his health. He was born

at Paw Paw, Michigan, November 3o,
1879. He was graduated from the Paw
Paw high school in 1897 and later com-
pleted a mechanical enginecring course at
M.A. C. He was married to Edith Irene
Rood in 1913 and soon after, on account
of ill health, purchased a farm east of
Paw Paw, where he made a success of
fruit farming.

MARRIAGES }

OvERMYER-BuxTON
C. J. Overmyer, 18, and Barbara Elizaheth
Buxton were married October 24, at Wellesley,
Massachusetts.

BrowN-STURM
Emerson C. Brown, ’22, and Dorothy Sturm
were marricd in Toledo, Ohio, December 22,
They are at home at 504 Purdy street, Birming-
ham, Michigan.

AvprICH-PETRIE
Announcement is made of the marriage of
Peter Aldrich and Helen Petrie, "16,-in January.
Mr. and Mrs. Aldrich reside in Detroit where
Mr. Aldrich conducts a real estate business.
CAaLpwerL-WaRrD
Mitt M. Caldwell, 21, and Wilma Ward of
TFast Jordan were married in Lansing December
27. They will reside at 213 E. Hillsdale street,
T.ansing.
BarxLEY-DuTtT
Brock Barkley and Maurine Dutt, ’z2,
married in Lansinz December 20. They
make their home in Raleigh, North Carolina.

22, were

will

BUuLLEN-FORBES
Lee Bullen, ’23, and Genevieve Forbes of Lan-
sing were married December 19. They are liv-
ing in Champaign, Illinois, where Bullen is em-

ployed by the Bates and Rogers Construction’

company.
GurstT-Kraserr

Percy Guest and Frances Klasell, 17, were
married September 17 at the home of Edgar
Guest in Detroit. L. L. and Dorothy Frimodig,
‘17, and Grace Anderson Brownrigg, '18, were
guests.  Mr. and Mrs. Guest live in Detroit at
11482 Wisconsin avenue.

Harcu-GastoN
Charles H. Hatch, ’15, and Anne Baylis Gas-
ton of Philadelphia were married June 16. Hatch
is in charge of industrial economics at the Nairn
Linoleum company at Kearney, New Jersey, and
lives in Newark at 30 Kearney street, Apart-
ment 33. :
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