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Editor of T'HE RECORD:

While I do not flatter myself that any-
thing T may say will be of much interest
to M. S. C. alumni, still a brief communica-
tion at this time may not be wholly without
its influence for good. It has been over
fifty-four years now since I graduated from
the Michigan  State College—quite a long
time; and many things have contributed
since 1871 to promote the growth of that
educational institution. All of the old
members of the College have passed on and
all of the old college buildings have gone
up in smoke, or crumbled to mother earth;
but the growth of the College since that
time has, indeed, been phenomenal. Many
new features have been added, many
modern methods have been adopted, and
much modern machinery has been installed ;
besides a city has grown up adjacent to the
College campus. All of which has contri-
_buted to make the Michigan State College
a leader among the land-grant educational
institutions.

Without indulging further in reminis-
cence, I may remark that I have been
much interested in the horticultural number
of the M. 5. C. Recorp; and I assure you
that I take just pride with others of the
alumni in that so many of the alumni of
Michigan State College have arisen to
prominence and are distinguishing them-
selvesas leaders in the horticultural world.
I may be pardoned for interpolating a fact
at this point that we South Dakotaians also
feel a just pride in that we have in Dr. N.
E. Hansen of the South Dakota State Col-
lege a plant-wizard second only in pro-
ficiency to the great Luther Burbank.

A few thoughts relative to the farmer’s
handicaps as a food-provider may be ad-
missable at this point. There is much be-
ing said nowadays about the farmer's hard
lot, mostly from the pens of politicians and
city folk, no two of whom seem to agree
on a working plan to lift the farmer out of

~anything he asks:

the rut. Committees have been appointed
to investigate, but little has been suggested
of practical worth; they drew their salaries
and stepped off the stage. It reminds me
of an episode at M. A. C. during my stu-
dent days. My class was pulling stumps in
No. 10,.a hundred-acre field south of the
river one afternoon with Dr. Miles as boss
of the job when the big stump machine
balked. Dr. Miles and Etches went aloft to
repair the “critter”. They had been up
there some time hammering away, the doc-
tor saying nothing, while Etches suggested
every few minutes: “How do go so, Doc?”
The thing finally became somewhat monot-
onous and the boys began to laugh, when
Dr. Miles finally spoke in his characteristic
English: “You have altogether too many
theories, Mr. Etches.”

It 1s just so with politicians and others
who are angling for the farmers’ vote or
business, too many theories. I venture in
closing to mention one or two facts.

Fact No. 1—Lack of thorough organiza-
tion. In other words, farmers not being
able to hang together are doomed to all
hang separately. Business concerns in the
cities organize to fix and maintain fair
prices; while farmers, scattered as they are
over a large territory, fail to get together
and act as a unit to fix and maintain
fair prices for farm products. If a farmer
desires to purchase anything he asks:
“What is the price?” If he desires to sell
“What will you give?”

Fact No. 2—Until farmers as a whole
become so thoroughly organized as to fix
and maintain their own prices for their
products, they will continue to be at the
bottom of the industrial world.

Ricaarp M. Svocuwm, ’71.
Glenham, S. D.

GOVERNOR ADDRESSES

FARMERS MEETINGS

Declaring that one of the solutions to the
marketing of farm produce was in the com-
pletion of an elaborate system of state
highways, Governor Groesbeck, in his ad-

























