
A HISTORY OF! THE MOVEMENT AT MSU
(abridged version)

The "movement," in an active political phase at Michigan 'State be-
gan in the late Fall of 1964. Prior to this be'gLnn.Lng it.her-ehad, of·
course ~ been gr-oups of students interested in 'reform at. the Universi ty
and in the ciY~l'"rights struggle in the South, but. no significant dent
had been roadieil1;'tl1eawareness of t.h.i.s umv er.s it y., '..

Out of d i scus si ons in the Fa;t·l,,'of164'oa;me -the Comrm t.t.e e for Stu-
dent Rights (CSR) which hoped to ·promote t~he'weLf ar-e..to( 's,~udentsat 1\1SU.
The original CSR platform called f'or ian end··:·tb wo.m~nts,:'hou'rs,the end .
of compulsory dormitory living, better,libi~ti'facilitie$;,the ~igbt'of
st.ude rrts to print and distribute litert:tt-p,±'(e(freely,e.ndisLmiLar .·change.s
which were of obvious benefit to the stud.errtbody. At he preserrt time
all of these' 9riginaldemands have be en"-rne't' in'part and in this sense
political action by concerned students.,:!(~hbtall of whom by 'ariynieans
consider themse-L vespartof,the mov emeriti," can be count-ed suc cess f'uL,
> CSR itself due' largely. to. internal::'dissention and La ckvof 'vision
and imagination' dissolved at, the ,end~of\~linter,T,.erm1966. i'Its·.-activ-
ities have been taken over by':another group founded in the'Fall' bf 1966
Called Uni ted Students (US).. Th:e,first::chairman: 'of US, w, C ~!'Blant,on,
was elected to the Student' Board'rO;f ASM,SU'this past spring ,'as we r-e
Bradford Lang and' J~IUes:-S~;'Friel '.::~rominent membe.rs·o.f.the:group-.

A brief r-ecourrtrngio f action .which CSRand US hav~;,taken 'part -Ln .. ,..
since 1965 will probably give some iq.ea or tb@'intentions and dedication
of th~ people involved. '0,.;. .' . :. .0.. ,,~ _., ' ,;~.

Shortly after CSR entered the campus scene WIth the fIrstissu~ of \
"Logos" members of the organiza tion passed. a peti tion requesting. ·easing .
of restriction on students wanting to move off-campus. Over 4,000 stu-
dents signed, but Mr. Nonnamaker and the student government committee o~
off-campus living refused to accept the petition. Nevertheless for, some \
reason the off-campus living age was lowered, enabling more students to \.
escape the dormi tory. ' .,<>: ; .

The second major action CSR was involved in was the "c ampa i gri to
secure an "open occupancy" law in the city of East Lansing led by the
campus chapter of the NAACP. The campaign, lasting over a month, cli~:
maxed in a sit-in in Abbot Road in which 59 people were arrested~
Again nothing obViously related to the action was done, but late.r a
student was added to the E. Lansing Human Relations Comm.ission and
efforts have been made by citizens of E. Lansing to end discrimination
in E. Lansing. .

At the end of Spring Term i965, Paul Schiff, editor of Logos, was
denied readmission by the Dean of Students" office after belng accepted
as a graduate student by the History Dept. He took his case to court
and was readmitted for Winter 1966 before the court ruled. Again no,'
definite decision was reached, but no student since has been faced
with refusal of admission for political action. -.

In the Fall of 1965 four MSU students were arrested for di~'rib-
uting anti-Vietnam war literature at Career Carnival. The students
were charged with trespassing, in the ,Student Union. When the follOWing
spring the students wer-e--corrvLc ted by the Ingham County District Court
and sentenced to from 10 to 30 days and denied appeal bond ten students
launched a vigil and hunger strike at Cowles House demanding that
appeal bond. After 2t' days in below-freeZing temperatures the Michigan
Court of Appeals directed that bond be set. Last Fall SDS passed out
ant-war leaflets at Career Carnival without incident. This was th last
action undertaken by CSR.



In the Fall of 1966 some students felt a need for an organization
more direc tly involved wi th campus issues than SDS, which was then
the only activist group functioning. ~ine students founded United
Students (US) that Fall, In late ~ovember US sponsored a week-long
sit-in at Bessey Hall to protest the firing of three instructors in
the ATL departmentt The Board of Trustees, for the first time in
history, agreed to see students who had a grievance. The men were not
rehired, but strangely enough in many departments there are now
"Student Advisory Committees".

US then collected ],50D signature~ of_a petition calling for
a "Student Bill of Rights", which is nOH being considered by ASlViSU.
Just this Spring US led a march of 250 students on the State Capitol
to demand that the 11SU budget appropriation not be cut. Us US was
one of the organizations in the short-lived "united front" which
pressured the administration into abolishing hours for most women
students.

It could be said that student activism has failed to accomplish
anything, that the time, energy, and hope that many students over a
three year period have poured into activist organizations has been
wasted, that the pepple who have gone to jail, marched miles in the
hot sun or rain, wh0 have sat-in, starved-in, kissed-in, etc. have
been cruelly deluded. However, there is no doubt that students are
now listedned to more carefully. The major portion ,of the activist
program has been implemented. ho, credit cannot be given to individual
activists or.activist groups. The active' students have helped to make
MSU a freer place in which to live and study~_They make mistake, are
hung up, and even kind,of stupid; but they tried ·to initiate change
when nobody else wouid. For this they should be remembered and maybe
even thanked.
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