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ATL 
Over 

By ANDREW MOLLISON 
State News Executive Reporter 

Cross' currents of controversy swirl 
through the American Thought and Lan­
guage Dept. as its members discuss ad­
ministrative authority, artistic and aca­
demic freedom, and the rights, of non-
tenured faculty members. 

Related story on page 9 

Three non-tenured instructors,"two of 
them closely connected with Zeitgeist 
magazine, learned Friday and Monday that 

I their contracts will probably be termin­
a ted in August. 

William Gary Groat, John Kenneth Law-
C n « m i i - h r w o r e tr\]l\ th f t t ._ 1 n „u_» 

the ATL department's elected advisory 
committee, the ATL chairman and the dean 
of the University College recommended 
that they not be rehired, 

The three men say that they cannot find 
out why. 

The department's six-man advisory 
committee, which voted in a secret ballot 
to recommend the three firings, also 
agreed not to discuss the decision until 
it has Ibeen confirmed by the Board of 
Trustees, 

Sources close to the committee indicate 
that the committee split 4-2 against Groat 
and Lawless, and possibly 3-3onFogarty, 

All day Tuesday faculty members filed 
one by one into the office of department 
chairman T, Ben Strandness to urge that 
the committee reconvene. 
' Strandness told a reporter, "Frankly, 

the. whole matter is still being processed. 

roar 
University College Dean Edward A, 

Carlin said that he had already confirmed 
the recommendations and sent them on to 
the Provost 's office. , 

"They've never turned down my recom­
mendations yet ," Carlin said. 

The recommendations must, according 
to University regulations, be acted upon 
by the Board of Trustees before Dec, 15. 
Board approval of central administration 
recommendations is considered to be pro 
forma. 

The internal pressures which are now 
building up within the ATL department are 
partly due to the manner in which news of 
the terminations was spread, \ 

Groat was the first to learn of his d is ­
missal. Alerted by rumor's that he was 
about to be fired, Groat, at Strandness' 
urging, went to Carlin Friday, 

Carlin confirmed the rumors, 
Hrnat. editorial adviser to Zeitgeist,an 

off-campus publication which arouses a 
great deal of controversy, thought that his 
connection with the magazine had some­
thing to do with his firing. 

So did others, apparently. A note was 
posted on the ATL bulletin board Monday 
morning. It charged that "presumably 
Zeitgeist, "boat-rocker,' 'unfriendly 
cuss, ' and 'insufficient progress on PhJD' 
were involved," 

The note further stated:' The customary 
procedures on Ph.D candidates has been 
to warn them at the beginning of their 
third reappointment that they must have, 
the degree by the sixth or seventh year,"* 
Groat, after graduating magna cum laude; 
from Western Michigan University in 1957, 
received his M,A, in English from the 
University of Wyoming in 1959. 

He was an English instructor for one* 
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