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PooTBALL 

·chignn State Collogo during tho 86 years of ita existence has coopo~ted 
continuously with the lar Depart~nt . 

For more than 50 year8 all ~n students h vo beon required to take at least 
two yosr s of milit~ry troinin undor tho ausrices and di rection of the Har Department . 

Since the outbreak of this "lIr 1\11 of the facilitiea of the College have beon 
pledged to full and compl oto cooperation i n the pr osocution of tho war , throu h ~&king 
avai l able t raining facilitie8 for U80 by Ar~ personnel , a l l reGo~rch and ex ton6~on 
faci l itO s in aidin tho war effort in many directions and par ti culnrly in the fi e ld of 
food production , h~ndlln6 and preservation , and overy possiblo aid to ~ichigan 's 
agr ioulture and industry . 

Al:ost 100 per cont of our abl e bodied men ar e now serylng in the anr.ed forcos. 
Last fa ll thoro woro 135 men p rticipatin i n varsi t y or fr~s~n football . Today 134 
are in t he arced forces ; one is still i col loge. 

There are no" IItationed on the campus appr oximate l y 3000 1I01dler trai neell and. 
several hundred more wi ll arr i ve before-October 1 . 

The .ar Do a rtcont has decreod t hat t he8e men are not to participate i n 
interco l egi ate ath eti cs. 

By pr ecod nt our 2500 young Rocen are banned fro~ intercollegiate athletics . 

It is expected that the total enrollment of civilian men thi8 fall will not 
exceed 400 made up of engineers, pre-~edica l, and vetorinary students deferrod by 
Selecti ve Servi c and carrying on accolerated pro &mS of studies; boys under 18 years 
of age; and men unfi t for ~i li tary service and classified in 4- F. These civilians 
are r equi r ed to tako a minimum of six hours e ch r.eek of military drill and phySical 
eduoation in additi on t o thei r clas8room schedules . 

Much conoideration has ~een givon to the matter of continuing interoollogiate 
ath letics. 

~chlban State Colle~e is thoroughly convinced that compulsory physical oducation 
for All students, a stron prognlm of 1ntr~.ur 1 athletic activities involvin the greatest 
possi ble number of tho t otal student body and representative co~petitive ~thletic team8 
in all sport8 ar ' desirable . 

Llichi an Stat e Colle ge is so loc&ted geograph1cully that it is the only large 
state-supported university in the Cliddle- 'Iestern aroa not belonging to &n athletic con­
ference . Completely surrounded by me bers of the «estern Conference, its IIchedul08 should 
be largely confined to mo~bers of tho Conference as the only schools in the same 8ize 
and oduc~tional olassification in this @Pographical area . This has not boen Possible d 
Spartan teams have found it Il9cesearr to travel widely from coant. to coast . Such tra~e~ 
1e now incc patiblc with tho war erfor t . 

All mbers of the Physical Education staff , inoluding all coaches , are teachin 
full schedu.108 to Arrr.y traineee and \Yill continuo to do 80 for the duration of the ('; 
~ore use i, being ~~de of all athletic facilities than ever beforo in the history O;a~hO 
College . 



Th decision on intercollegiate athletics is not an e ay one to ke . 

By interest and preferonce I should prefer to have them continued . 

Roason dictates that the decision sheuld be made on the basis of benefits 
th t would coruo to the institution or to the individual studente participating. 

The Army has dot~rmined thet intercolle~iate athletics are inco~patible 
with the training proer • 

To carryon .ith limited nu~ber of l7-year old boys and 4-F men would be 
such unequal competition with the 1943 football schcdulc as arranged that it seems 
unfair to possible partiCipants to expect theo to ccmpete with older and more co~petent 
, n . Such co~petit10n would not be advant.~eous to the physicol weI bein of our en 
involve and .• ould not be h lpful to their monle or tho morale of' the student bOdy as 
a .... hole . The only 108siblo advantage might. be financial , and as agllinst tho ,,~lfare 
of the student body that must be disregarded . 

Arransements should be made with all scheduled opponentc looking toward 
avoidance of financial loss to the other teams involved . 

Army officials assure me they look with favor upon intorsquad contosts 
that do not require the heurs of preparation and travel involved in the intar­
collegi~te contests . 

Our r.t; the football season it is hoped that ~here · .. ill be a rootba 1 
game overy Saturdt.y afternoon in tho stadium involving teams of soldi rand 
civilians . These games should be open to ~he students end public Kithout ch~rge . 
Similarly , co pctit 'le tc~s in 811 sports should be encourated to the fullest . 
The several different types of ~ trainees and our clvi ian students shou_d 
furnish competition of interest to speotators and bring to thc contestants ny 
of t.he benefito of intercollegiate competition . 

It is understood that l!i chir,an State Col1egp. ,..1.11 proceed with full 
~thletic carpeti tion in all sports when the '/far is over or whonovor the War 
Depar~ent detorminos suoh activities are not detrimental to the Ar~y ' s college 
war training prograt:l . 
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