


December 16, 1970

Dear Mr. Miller:
Thank you for your letter.

The appearance of Huey Newton and Jane Fonda on the Michigan State University
campus were sponsored by recognized student groups in accordance with
established speaker policies in effect at all Michigan universities. (Newton
also appeared at Oakland University and the University of Michigan.) Under
these pelicies, the University administration does not exercise control over
which speaker may or may not appear or whether he holds "acceptable" views.
Our regulation states:

“It is the policy of Michigan State University to foster
a spirit of free inquiry and to encourage the timely
discussion of a wide variety of issues, provided that
the views expressed are stated openly and, therefore,
are subject to critical evaluation."”

The speakers are, however, subject to certain restrictions, such as prohibition
against urging action which is in violation of the law. They must also be
sponeored by a registered student organization. Both Newton and the Fonda
appearances were in this context.

The University, like society at large jis subject to the laws and court de-
cisions on free speech, and therefore is not able to suppress speakers who

are extremists either of the right or of the left. However, any student
organization sponsoring a speaker must be registered with the Dean of Students.

Michigan State University strives to ensure that its graduates have been

taught the skills of logic and critical analysis and have learned to distinguish

between the thoughtful, reasoned approach to change, and that speaking and
writing which is merely inflammatory and superficial. If we shield these
students from the underground influences which they will later encounter, we
have short-changed their education and badly prepared them for later 1life.

You are aware of the kinds of speakers and literature which our graduates will
encounter in their everyday life. We certainly have not found a successful
way of restricting the distribution of unacceptable materials or the exposure
to extremist spceakers in the wider society and the problem is no less difficult
in a campus.

Even in the armed forces where controls are far more strict than in a town or
city, the military have not been able to suppress underground or undesirable
materials. Thus perhaps the most successful and potential weapons for such

situations is an education which gives us the ability to distinguish between
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falsity and truth.

I appreciated your contacting me and hope that the akove responds to your
questions.

Sincerely,

Clifton R. Wharton, Jr.
President
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November 23, 1970

Dr. Clifton Wharton
President

Michigan State University
East Lansing, Michigan

Dear Dr. Wharton:

I have been reading with great alarm recently of certain persons
who are permitted to invade our universities and openly and blatantly
preach to our young people the virtues of communism. I am referring
specifically to the appearance of Huey Newton and Jane Fonda at Mich-
igan State University, and I quote directly from the Detroit Free Press
of November 22, 1970, which ironically is the seventh anniversary of
the assassination of John F, Kennedy, in which Jane Fonda says; "I would
think that if you understood what communism was, you would hope, you
would pray on your knees that we would someday become communist,"

Hundreds of thousands of our young men have given their lives in
several wars defending a principle which is in direct opposite to what
these two people preach,

I appreciate that our young people must be given an opportunity
to see both sides of any situation, I am however, vehemently opposed
to our state supported universities permitting people of their comm-
unist theory preaching this to our students,

As a taxpayer of the State of Michigan as well as the parent of
a student at Michigan State University I would propose that this type
of invasion of our educational system be ended so that our youth may
learn that our form of government that has endured for nearly 200 years
is the best on this earth,

I respectfully submit this for your thoughtful consideration,

0. 8 7040

Dean D, Miller
12607 Joseph Dr.
Grand Blanc, Michigan 48439




' L
- Tl
S W‘{m DRAFT

Dear

Thank you for your letter.
M& T ant fFou -L«

The appearance of Huey Newtonﬂon the Michigan State University campus

st
wee sponsored by recognized student groups in accordance with established
MjﬁkVUia

v lRecde ok A Mo diqona WG IR

speaker policiesk (thalso appeared at -Oakland University and the University

of Michigan.) Under Ché*bolicies dm—effeet, the University administration

c\oe.s ue‘“\’ w\'\\w
dﬂﬁ&—ﬁ&&ﬁﬁhﬁhﬂ!’fxercise control over wwe¢ gpeaker may or may not appear or

whether he holds "acceptable'" views. Our regulation states:

"It is the policy of Michigan State University to foster
a spirit of free inquiry and to encourage the timely
discussion of a wide variety of issues, provided that
the views expressed are stated openly and, therefore,

are subject to critical evaluatijon."

L owrarts
Speakers arqhsubject to certain restrictions, such as a prohibition against
urging action which is in violation of the law. They[;Izzlmu§g’be sponsored by

@ ' oA A Fovmaa Wt

a reglistered student organization. rihe Newtonaappearancefwin In thig context.

decisions on free speech, and therefore is not able to suppress l(m

feom: extremists -§t§u— of at:.ha right or of the left. lowever, any student
arqcniutlonr’mm‘ must be registered with the Dean
of Students. To—the best—of -my-knowledge-no—avewedly-'Communisti-group—is

ﬂ Tha Univereity, like society at large is subject to the laws and court Speakers Who at

that its graduates have been taught the skills of logic and critical
analysis and have learnsd ‘,to s&;&:twlh between the thoughtful, reasoned
approach to change, and tlmg'wxit?.nq which is merely inflammatory and
superficial. If we shield these students from the underground influences
which they will latar encounter, we have short-changei their education and
badly prepared them for later life.

et e

Batiding—were—fallagious. -In—the smmm—uwayy MSU seddl strives to ensure ﬂ




: ' sttafu . aamd
Bp—fr—bra-orres SEllo )bu are aware of the kinds of \literature which our

graduates will encounter in their everyday life. We certainly have not ;
found a successful way of restricting the distribution of unacceptable
matcrinlalin the wider society and the problem is no less difficult in a

campus. = 9C WA Av Q0B b 4y beanrgh Soiadun |

Bven in the armed forces vhere controls are far moxe strict than in a town
or city, the military have not been able to suppresas underground or un-
desirable materials. Thus perhaps the most successful and potential
weagons for such situations is an education which gives us the ability to
distinguish between falsity and truth.

1 appreciated your contacting me and hope that the above responds to your
questions. ‘

‘Sincoroly,

Clifton R. Wharton, Jr.
President




December 10, 1970

Dear Ms. Anders:
Thank you for your letter.

The appearance of Huey Newton on the Michigan State University
campus was sponsored by recognized student groups in accordance with estab-
lished speaker policies. (He also appeared at Oskland University and the
University of Michigen.) Under the policies in effect, the University ad-
ministration does not seek to exercise control over what speaker may or may
not appear or whether he holds "acceptable'" views. Our regulation states:

"It is the policy of Michigan State University to foster
a spirit of free inquiry and to encourage the timely
discussion of a wide variety of issues, provided that
the views expressed are stated openly and, therefore,
are subject to critical evaluation.”

Speakers are subject to certain restrictions, such as a prohib-
ition against urging action which is in violation of the law. They also
must be sponsored by a registered student organization. The Newton appear-
ance was in this context.

There were aspects of that situation, however, which were very
disturbing to the University;
attend the address be subject to a "search" for weapons. The University
holds that such a procedure is antihetical to the principles of free inquiry
and individuel dignity,
to insure that will not again happen. A copy of a statement which the
University issued is enclosed.

Sincerely,

Clifton R. Wharton, Jr.
President

Ms. Tena Anders
1129 Tulip Street
Grand Ledge, Michigen 148837
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March 15, 1971

Dear Mr, Zerial:

Further in response to your letter of February 22, you inquire about the court
cases to which I refer which guarantee freedom of speech in our country and in
universities. There are so many that one is at a loss where to begin. So let
me merely mention the most recent case involving the appearance of Miss Ti-Grace
Atkinson at Catholic University in Washington, D. C. Miss Atkinson, as you
know is a leading militant feminist. Her appearance at Catholic Universitv was
under the sponsorship of a student organization. The University President,

Mr. Clarence C. Walton, banned Miss Atkinson's appearance on the grounds that
she had blasphemed the doctrine of the Virgin Mary. The undergraduates and
graduate students took the i1ssue to court and the U. S. District Court Judge
John Lewis Smith, Jr., ruled that Miss Atkinson was constitutionally guaranteed
access to a speaker's platform at the university. Miss Atkinson therefore spoke
at Catholic University this week!

With regard to the specific questions which you raised, I will repeat my earlier
assertion that no state funds were involved in Miss Fonda's appearance. Moreover,
Miss Fonda was not invited by the university, bhut by a student organization. And
I repeat my earlier assertion that no state funds were involved in Miss Fonda's
appearance, Moreover, Migs Fonda was not invited by the university, but by a
student organization. And I repeat my earlier assertion that even as a publicly
supported institution, we cannot censor campus speakers since this would be a
violation of the law.

I am somewhat puzzled by your suggestion to Senator Zaagman and Representative
Ford that for various reasons, appropriations for our universities be reduced.
I cannot speak for other universities, but I would like to set the record

clear in so far as Michigan State University 1s concerned. First, you cite
"continued disruptions” without ''serious disapproval or reaction by university
administrators.” Since the demonstrations of last May, I know of no "continued
disruption' on this campus. Secondly, I would dispute your contention that
there were no reactions -- some twelve persons (half of whom were not students)
were arrested for various acts of vandalism and i1llegal acts in connection with
disruptions. Further, 132 persons were arrested for an illegal sit-in at the
Student Union, but they were found 'not guilty' by a jury. I would hardly call
this '"inaction."

Mr. Donald E. Zerial
1925 Woodcliff S. E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan




Mr. Donald E. Zerial
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Finally, I seriously wonder at the danger of extrapolating what may happen at
one college or university to others and the wisdom of penalizing the over=-
whelming majority of students for the actions of a few malcontents, many of
whom are not students and merely take advantage of youthful activism,

In justice, one should point out that campus misbehavior does not suddenly
emerge as a disease once a young person enters a university. The germs must
have been planted long before, perhaps in the youth's home or in elementary and
secondary schooling. How else can one explain the vandalism and disruptions

in high schools? There are at least 18 years of nurturing and rearing before
these young people arrive on our campuses. These years must have had some
influence -~ and those acts or tendencies towards disruptive or illegal behavior
must have manifested themselves at an earlier date. I suspect that parents
especlally bear a far greater responsibility for the campus problems today than
most care to admit, Protests against ''permissiveness' and ''radicalism" on
campus have a slightly false ring when a parent has failed to inculcate the
moral strength and knowledge that a youth must have to make up his own mind
between right and wrong.

Sincerely,

Clifton R. Wharton, Jr.
President

cc Senator Milton Zaagman
Representative Thomas Ford




1925 Woodcliff S. E.
Grand Rapilids, Michilgan
February 22, 1971

Clifton R, Wharton, Jr.
President

Michligan State University
East Lansing, Michigan

Dear President Wharton,

In reference to your letter of February 12, I make the
followlng comments.

I am writing my State Senator, Milton Zaagman, my State
Representative, Thomas Ford and our governor, informing them
that as a taxpayer I suggest a 10% cut--off the top, of tax
dollars pald to the Univ. of Michigan and a 5% cut--off the
top, for each of our other tax supported universities. The
reasons for this are numerous, I list only a few: (1) The
continued disruptions on our campuses by radical revolution-
aries; (2) Without serious disapproval or reaction by univ-
ersity administrators, e.g. few, if any, expulsions; (3) The
continued presence and guldance of, and particlipations in
campus demonstratlions by universlity personnel,e.g. professors,
asslstant professors, assocalate professors and instructors;
(4) The refusal of university administrators to dismiss such
employees and to expel: students found disrupting unlversity
functions.; (5) The fact that many of these radical students
have university scholarships; (6) That university officilals
refuse to interfer with radical/revolutionary speakers who
are 1lnvited to speak at thelr schools and are thus supported
in varying degrees by Michigan taxpayers.

As to your letter: (1) Although I was specifically referr=-
ing to Jane Fonda, I could have been as easlly referring to any
recent revolutionary who appear regularly at MSU; (2) You stated
that "the University administration does not exerclse control
over what speaker may or may not appear" at MSU., THAT IS EXACTLY
WHAT I, AS A TAXPAYER, HAVE BEEN COMPLAINING ABOUT, (3) I would
like the citations of the court declsions to which your letter
refers., I suspect they have no relevancy or materality to the
issues or whether or not MSU must invite this or that speaker or
whether the taxpayers are golng to have a say in the running of
thelr schools; (4) I made a special request as to how much
money was pald to Fonda. Your reply was:" if she was paid one,"
(1t) ¢¢: was paild by the sponsoring student organization from its
own funds." One phone call to the sponsoring organlzation would




page 2

have ellclited whether an honorarium was pald and, 1f so, how
much. Secondly, you did not mention the name of the sponsoring
organlzation. Thils taxpayer wants to know whether any tax
monles go into that particular fund from which an honorarium
may have been forthcoming. I think you know what I mean with-
out further elaboration.

If thls letter sounds as if I am anti-intellectual allow
me to state the following: I have a BA from Rutgers University,
an MBA from Cornell University and a Jurils Doctor from the Univ-
ersity of Michigan. My wife received both her undergraduate and
graduate degrees from Michigan State University.

Sin ely yours

<k

Donald E. Zerlal




February 12, 1971

Dear Mr. Zerial:

Your letter dated January 10, 1971 was received in this office on
February 10.

The appearasnce of Jane Fonda on the Michigan State University cam-
pus was sponsored by a recognized student group in accordance with estab-
lished speaker policies. Under the policies in effect, the University
administration does not exercise control over what speaker may or may not
appear or whether he holds 'acceptable' views. Our regulation states:

"It is the policy of Michigan State University to foster a
spirit of free Inquiry and to encourage the timely discus-
sion of a wide variety of issues, provided that the views

expresged are stated openly and, therefore, are subject to
critical evaluation".

This regulation is in accord with the rulings of the comepts which have
repeatedly insisted that universities like other public institutions may
not exclude or prevent an exercise of free speech. Campuses are not exempt
from the law and court rulings on these matters.

Speakers on our campus are subjJect to certain restrictions, such as
a prohibition against urging action which is in violation of the law. They
also must be sponsored by a reglstered students' organization. Undoubtedly
many speakers whether heard oun a University campus or elsewhere have views
contrary to those held by the listeners. One hopes that students learn to
evaluate critically the ideas generated through any of the communications
nedia, and that critical evaluation be a part of early home training and
the educational process prior to entrance to a college or university.

Miss Fonda's appearance was not subsidized by the University. Her
honorarium, if she was paid one, was paid by the sponsoring student organi-
zation from its own funds.,

I trust the above answers your questions.

Sincerely,

Clifton R. Wharton, Jr.
President

Mr. Donald E. Zerial

1925 Woodcliff S. L.

Grand Rapids, Michigan
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December 10, 1970

Dear Professor Lewis:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the Huey Newton
appearance on the Michigan State campus.

In discussions with the student sponsors prior to the meeting,
it was pointed out explicitly that those individuals whose work or other
legitimate activities entitled them to access to the Auditorium building
should not be subject to any restrictions surrounding the Newton appearance.
There were to be representatives of the Office of Student Affairs on hand
to insure this understanding. Unfortunately, these precautions did not
prevent some unpleasant situations from occurring.

This did not come to my attention until it was too late to rein-
force the agreement which had been reached earlier. However, may I express
ny personel apologies to you as I have to those others who were subjJect to
undignified and unwarranted procedures; we intend that it not happen again.

As you may know, the University issued a statement following
the Newton appearance, a copy of which is enclosed.

Sincerely,

Clifton R. Wharton, Jr.
President

Dr. Ralph W. Lewls

Professor

Department of Natural Science
Kedzie Laboratory

Campus




MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EAST LANSING . MICHIGAN 48823

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE . DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL SCIENCE . KEDZIE LABORATORY

17 November 1970

President Clifton R Wharton,
Board of Trustees, and
The State Journal

Sirs:

Today, 17 November 1970, at 1:15 PM I was refused entrance
to the Michigan State Auditorium unless I would submit to

search., I consider this kind of treatment on a university
campus an outrage and an insult to the traditions and the

purpose of a university,

It appears to me that the Board of Trustees must state clearly,
loudly, and unequivocally that the overriding and unique
function of a university is scholarship by both faculty and
students, the advancement of knowledge through research,

teaching, and study,

Those activities and those persons who brought violence to

our campus last year should be divorced from the university,
Today's activity which demands search before entering a
building should not be part of the university comnunity,

Let us have no: more of it., We are not here to correct the
immediate ills of the world except as the fruits of scholarship

may make their contributions in this direction: .

Sincerely yours, Ralph W Lewis

ﬂCf?) " Professor
W




December 10, 1970

Dear Professor Garrison:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the Huey Newton
appeareance on the Michigan State campus,

In discussions with the student sponsors prior to the meeting
it was pointed out explicitly that those individuals whose work or other
legitimate activities entitled them to access to the Auditorium building
should not be subject to any restrictions surrounding the Newton appearmace.
There were to be representatives of the Office of Student Affairs on hand
to insure this understanding. Unfortunately, these precautions did not
prevent some unpleasant situations from occurring.

This did not come to my attention until it was too late to
reinforce the agreement which had been reached earlier. However, I have
expressed my personal apologies to those who were subject to any undignified
and unwarranted procedures, and we intend that it not happen again.

As you may know, the University issued a statement following
the Newton appearmmace, a copy of which is enclosed.

Sincerely,

Clifton R. Wharton, Jr.
President

Dr. Anne C. Garrison

Professor

Business Law and Office Administration
Lppley Center

Campus




MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EAST LANSING - MICHIGAN 48823

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS LAW AND OFFICE ADMINISTRATION - EPPLEY CENTER

November 18, 1970

President Clifton R. Wharton
450 Administration Building
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI 48823

Dear President Wharton:

With all the urgency at my command, I wish to protest the University's
countenancing the searching procedure that took place yesterday at the
auditorium before the Huey Newton talk. If the university's own
security forces eannot protect a speaker on university property, it is
time either to strengthen those forces or to close down as a community
of scholars. To allow such a procedure as yesterday's is to endanger
the very existence of this or any other institution of higher learning.

A university must protect its atmosphere of free inquiry and intellectual
interchange. Through centuries of philosophical persecution and social
injustice we have earned a right which we are now jeopardizing. I ask
you to consider what an uproar we would all be in this morning if
Vice-President Agnew (whom I do not admire) had been yesterday's speaker
and a self-appointed body of his supporters had been forbidding entrance
to anyone who refused to be searched. I am sure we would now be in a
state of siege, barricaded in back of our broken windows and watching

the Computer Center go up in smoke.

Sincerely yours,

we C UAarnson

J(Dr Anne C.\Ghrrison

Professor of Business Writing

ACG/3d




December 10, 1970

Dear Mr. Kenney:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the Huey Newton
appearance on the Michigan State campus.

In discussions with the student sponsors prior to the meeting,
it was pointed out explicitly that those individusls whose work or other
legitimate activities entitled them to access to the Auditorium building
should not be subJect to any restrictions surrounding the Newton appear-
ance. There were to be representatives of the Office of Student Affairs
on hand to insure this understanding. Unfortunately, these precautions
did not prevent some unpleasant situations from occurring.

This did not come to my attention until it was too late to
reinforce the agreement which had been reached earlier. However, I have
expressed my personal apologies to those who were subject to any undigni-
fied and unwarranted procedures, and we intend that it not happen again.

Ag you may know, the University issued a statement following
the lNewton appearance, a copy of which is enclosed.

Sincerely,

Clifton R. Wharton, Jr.
President

Mr. Willism D. Kenney

President

Administrative~Professional Assoclation
Financiel Aids

Student Affairs Building




MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
ADMINISTRATIVE-PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION
EAST LANSING, MICH. 48823

November 17, 1970

Dr. Clifton R. Wharton, Jr.
President

Dear President Wharton:

On behalf of the Administrative~Professional employees on campus, I strongly
protest the treatment and indignities suffered by the four Administrative=
Professional employees of which I am aware at the University Auditorium on
the morning of November 17, 1970, These staff members were forced to
undergo a complete search of their possessions and person by unauthorized,
non~university people in order to get to their places of employment, but the
University Department of Public Safety would not interefere in behalf of

these employees when called. These staff members could have chosen to

go home, but because they are responsible for putting WKAR on the air, they
felt a strong obligation to perform their duties. As it was,.several scheduled
station activities had to be cancelled or postponed at the last minute, including
a station tour and an interview with Rear Admiral Draper Kauffman and four
Captain Aides.

I feel the University has fallen down on its obligation to protect the rights and
dignities of its employees. Certainly some provision could have been made to
prevent this embarrassment to our employees. I am also aware that a
clerical employee and two student employees were subjected to the same
indignities.

Let us work together to prevent an administrative faux pas like this in the
future.

Slncerely ﬁ?;/—y

/ ot i
William D. Kenney /

President
ms
cc: Executive Vice President Jack Breslin

Vice President Milton B. Dickerson




