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THZ OOHSTITUTImr OF SPARTAIJ CITY 

Preanible 

The tenants ahel their s:90uses resid.ing in SpartE'.ll City I recognlzlng the 
need for government in Spartan City) do accept the res:;?onsi"bili ties of this 
Constitution, its by-laws, anel or(linances. 

Section 1 

Section 1 

Section 2 

Section 1 

Section 1 

Section :?, 

Section :3 

Section 4 
Section 5 

Section 6 

General Provisions 

Article I ( Name) 

This community shall 'be knol,.rn as Spartan Oi ty in all future reference. 

Article II ( Co-operation) 

The communit:y government of Spartan City Sh8.,11 co-operate at all 
times 1:1i th bhe Ad.ministration of Michigan State College of Agri
culture anel Ap:91iee1- Science, ano the State :Soard. of Agriculture. 
The community government of Spartan City shall co-operate at all 
times 1rri th the Aclministration of the Stu("en t :Soo-y, namely the 
StUdent Council of Michi{�an State College of Agriculture and 
Ap�lied Science. 

Article III ( Ob.1ect) 

The Objectives of this organization are: 
a. To provide a system of democratic representation �ithin the 

communi ty, 
'b. To provid.e a methocl of liason between the community and other 

agencies. 
c. To provio.e for sc1.ucation, recreation, social and/or other bene

ficial activities 1.,ri thin the community. 

Article IV ( Definitions) 

The physical arnmgement of S'PartBn 0 i ty. 
a. Spartan Oi ty shall consist of all the barracks and. ure-fabricated 

buildings ".Jhich house married stucLents. 
b. The arc"a lies south of Kalamazoo Straet ana. east of Harrison Road. 
c. Spartan City is clivio.ed into a'Ppro}cimately equal regions ano_ each 

has been given 8- o.esignated number. 
0 .• ::;ach region in turn is divicled into neighborhood groups consis

ting of not more than four (4) and. not less than t"ro (2) ?,i�.jaC2nt 
apartm:mt -units. 

The tsnant shall be elefineo. as the college registerecl occupant 
cL1:Jelling in Spartan City. 
The :i:�eighborhood. LeD-cler shall be the electeo. reprssentative of each 
neighborhood group. 
The Rebent shall De the elected representative of each Region. 
The Board of Reg'nts shall be the governing ooo-y of the community, 
com;oosed. of Regents, Vice-Ohairman, the Cr"airman and such other 
officers as the Board itself shall so clssignate. 
Chairman of the :Soaro. of Regents shall be elected from the community 
at large. 
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S ection 10 
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S " ction 7 

Section 8 

Section 9 

The Vice-chairman of th3 Board of Regent"S shall bco elsctscL from the 
c ommunity at large. 

Article V ( Memoershiq ) 

The m'omb'2rship shall con8i st of thE tenant s anet their spouses 1."ho 
are automaticplly to oc considered voting members of the community 
upon possession of livin{::; quart :-,rs . 

:Sach t enant and spouse shall 0(, [c member of D. n':ighborhood grouD. 

Article VI (:i:Teighborhooct 1e2.clers ) 

A neighborhood group shall consist of not less thC'm t,,,O (2) and 
not more than four (4) adjaCent apartment units. 
rrherio shall be a represen tati Ve of each n,igh110rhood group , to be 
call '3d lJeighoorhooct Leacler. 
The lJei[o;hborhood. Leader shall be elec ted. from each n3ighborhooc1 group 
by the ti.mants an 0. their spouses of thei r rlospectivG neighborhood. 
One Nnighborhood 1eao.er shall be electect from each cesignat �'ct nsigh
borhood. 
The term of office of a lTeighborhood 10ao.sr shall be for one calen

(lo,r YSP-l', eff ective October 5 of that year to October 4 o f the fo1101'
inG y,';p'.r. 
� L3it;hborhood 1sr'.d.sr s:1nl�. a�np oi:p.t a r"present8.tive. from his n eighbor
hood to function in hiE' nbsence. 
A vacancy is creat0('. 1.fh:m a N3ighoorhooc'. If3�1,(:t8r ht"s b.-oen abssnt con
s ecutiv ely from t1,JO (n regularly sch:,c1u180. m2.etings. 
A lJsiChborhooa. LODl.ow v"ho vP .c pt s s his po;;ition �;lwll notify his 
Re:�s0nt in writinc; so that pr ovi3ion C[,1':' b3 moiL: to fill thEl.t V8.c ancy . 

A vnc[1.ncy sh11.11 be fil1sc1 oy a ns,:! fr,�e el ection of the members in 
thp.t neighb orhoo d. l;ri tl:.in t1,'JO (2) l:!s'oks 2.i't "1' the Rsc:;cnt has r3cGi vecl 
notification of vacancy. 
A lieighborhood 1eacl.er may not hold offic ,? 2.E. 2. RGQ;(mt or BS Ohair 
men or Vice-chairman of the :Poarc1 of Regent s conclJ.rrently. 
It shall be the duty of the Nei&�borhooc:l 1,31''.(1.G1' to repre. s Gnt his 
neighoorhoocl at all mnss ano. regio nal m e c;ting s .  

Article VII ( Regents ) 

A r egi on sb8.11 consist of B o.Gsignptecl numo:jr of [',cljacent neighbor
hooel. groups to bG o.etermined by the :B oaro. of Regents. 
OnD rs:presentativl3 sh11.11 be e18ctscl fro:·:J. e13ch resion , to be cf1.11ed 
Regent . 

The number of ReG Dnts shall not os 13ss than eight (8) nor more than 

fourteen (14). 
All R ,:ogents shall fort1 8. govt-o rn ing bOlLy to be cal1sa. thD :Bonro. of 

Regents . 

ThG term of office of a Regent shp.ll be for one calena.;,.r YS11.r effec

tive October 15 of that year to OctobET 1�· of the follo\"ing year. 
A R3gsnt sh[lll a1')�Joi nt 11. reI'r2.sent�'.tj ve from his region to function 
in his ab sence. 
A vnC 11.nc;�r i�:: cr Gnt ed 1;JhGn R Regsl1.t h2. s lH3sn ,C).bsent consGcutivdly from 

tVJO (2) regu111.rly schsclulerl m,,�;'tings. 

A Regcmt "rho v;:J.c[�.tes his posi tion s'r�all notify the :BoP.rCi of Regents 
in vlri ting so th2.t provisions can bs mi".c1.e to fill tl:.r',t VC'1.c;:cncy. 
A ygc;-' ncy 8hc\11 'he filleo. 'by a n81rr fr88 el ect ion of tb:; Neighborl"ood 

1e".c181'8 in the,t region Hh,;ri� thG vacr',!).cy occurs befors the next sched

Uled m�eting of the Jogrd of Regsnts. 



Section 10 A rt<ogent may not hold office as Ne ighoorhood 181""c1.8r or Ch!"',irmnn or 
VicG-ch[1,irmp,n of th8 :Soaro. 0-:: �legsnts concurrentl;y. 

Section 11 It 8hnll De the duty of the Eegent to repr3ssnt his region at the 

meetings of the :Soar� of Regents. 

Section 1 
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S Gction 6 
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Section 2 

Section J 

Article VIII ( Chairme n ["l1cl Vice- ch!"',ir mCll1 o f  ] o ,ncL of R-3ge.nt s ) 

A CL!:drmn.:Ll. rmo. ViC8-Cn[1,irmp.D. of the �".lo[Crcl of R Gg snts 8h",11 08 el::ctecl. 

from tr"6 community at l.c"rga by dectoral vote of the Neighoorhooc. 

L t2 !�,c1.e r s • 

rrhe Chrdrmcn1 anct Vtc e-chairmp,n shall holo. off ice concurrGntly vrith 

the 30R.rd of Rsgents. 
A v,\cancy is cr ent ,3 cl "hen the; Chnirm[',n or Vice-�hrdrm,l.D h2"S neen 
nosGnt cons ecutiv ely f:.."om tvro (2) regul,\r1y scheelulecl m eetings . 

If th,3 Vici:"-ch!"',irmnn VfCcates his llosi tion he sh1"ll notify U .. e BonTd 

of �{Gt:ent s in ',ri ting so thp,t provi sion can De m rco e to fill that 
v,<),cc1,l1C;)T. 

This vaC8DC.f sho.ll De filled oy v ot ,; of the E:3ighborhood Le1"ders be
fore thG n2xt rcg;u1i',r1y schGd.u1ed mGGtini..� of the Boar o, of Rsgc;nts. 
It shrcll De the duty of the Chairman to pro si(10 nt the meeti ng s of 

the }3o.'''.,rd of Regents. 

It shllll be the Quty of the Vic G-chp,irm,m to (jrsside ['l,t the m--::stings 

of tha }3oi'rd of Regents cluring the absence o:{ the Chn.irmaL}, to assume 
Chairmanshi:p of the Board of R("gents in cn.s co of Vr',cnncy c:mel such other 
duties as t�e Bon.rd of Regents shall dst erm ine . 

Article IX (31actio ns ) 

AIJ. r,ogulr\r eL:ct io ns shall Dc r"e��d. foll0' 'ing trH3 comrr; ? nC 3mc'nt of the 
fllll gun.rt 3r of the IvIichigr1n Stat e CollL-){�e of Agriculture ""ncl Ap()liGo. 

Scisl1ce. 
Hominrttion n.nd 31,3ction of E s igho orho ocl LGP,Iiers. 
[c. ';\T'.3i[;lJ)orr�ood LSP'(!.2rs sfJ'.ll 00 e,lGctec1. oy m'l, jo ri ty vote, oy bl'1,11ot, 

in th Gi r reSI)sctive neighoorhooo.� ons 1;:.Jok followiD2; fr'.ll regis

trdion Pet lJIichi{,�[\D St2,t0 Col1sge of AgriclJ.lture rmd Ap::;lL3cL 

Science. Ti",l"lr;,ilts Rnd spous·:,:. n,re 2ntitlscl t o crest one vote each. 
r). 'I'he m;3mo ;3r s of th-3 lhi t;ho orLood grouIj shall 110mi112,ta c!:>.ndiclatGs f or 

ths r;osit ion of lLighborhood 1ccadsr Ilt n. mG <:·; t i?lg crlled oy the 
incumoant l'rc:i2;ll'oorhooct L,3Piler. 

c. The i ncuml) e nt }Jeighoorhooo. L'3ad.2r shr\ll officir,b3 n,t the elction 
of the n21': Nei[;;hoorhooel LeR.c.er, to OG eL "ct .2cl oy SGCr2t OP,llot . 

d. The vot es shall 09 c ou nt ed in t�G presence of two (2) D�ople 

from saiel n,,,igh'borhood. 

"" Th�J incumoent He;ighoo rhooo, LGadi�r sh""ll give the n�m'3 of the n S1'T1y 

elected Noighoorhoocl Lsacler to thG Regent of his �rea. 
:::omination F.md CLiCtioll of Rcc:'mts. 

a. R3c;ents sr-.all DC" 2L)ckd oy mrtjo rity vote, by 'O!'ll.ot I in th eir 1',3-

sp')ctive regions e�,-ch year prior f·O Octooer 1), n.ncL af ter Octooer l. 
o. Tr�G Nc,iChoorL.oocl 1i32.o.i:ors shall nomini\te :10t L3ss them three (J)  

cRndid�tes for the position o f  Regent pt 3 meeting c�lled Oy the 
L1cumbmt Reg";;:lt. 

c. The incu;n'bant Regent sh,:-t11 offici,\te ret the elc.ction, l'rhich sh[\,ll 

00 do�e oy secret b��lot. 

d. Th0 vates shall bG c o unt ed in the; presence of two (2) peonle from 

sl'dd r egion . 

c. The incumoent Regent shall give the nr:tme of the ne1:Jly olected 
R egent to the Bon.rd of Regents. 
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Section 2 

Section J 

lifomii13,tion and sli:,ction of the ChRirmpn, 2ncl Vice-chnirmn.,n of the 
Board of Regents. 
r-t. CancLidates f or the posi tion of Chairman ;:',110. Vice-chp.irmn.,n of the 

Board of Regent s shall be nomina.ted P.t a m['.ss meetillg of the com
muni ty at largs. 

b. The nominator sh1).ll incluo.8 in his nominp,tion a statement of the 
crualific?tions of his cpnelid.ate. This sto,tement shRll not be 
longer thp.n five minutes cluration. 

c. �he Chpirmr::cn [',nc1 Vice-chairman of the J3op.rd of Re:�:>'3nt s sh211 be 
elect·cd. on or before th,3 third d�W follo�·Jing the nomin.'1,tion of 
candia.ates. During this timt: the N3i.�;hborhood LeA.a.ers sh.'l.l1 in
form his constiuents of the q,uRlific[',tions of all nomin;oGs. 

a.e The ChairmRn m1d. Vice-chairman shp,ll be elactad separat.::ly by free 
election. 

In c[l,se of a tie vote in ::my election there sh[1,ll be a recasting of 
b.3,110t s. 

Article X ( Voting) 

The Neighborhood Learler shall be entitled to ns m.'l.ny votes P.S pre 
cp,st b y  his NeiGhborhooel members on aach issue or election. 
Jp,ch Regent sh['.ll be entitled to r>.s many votss in n.,ny issue or elec ... 
tion as th.ore are b9,11ots returned by his iTeic;hborhooc'1. Lsp,dsrs. 
On nll controversiRl questions ot h er thnn elections, 1:1hich concsrn 
all members of S�ll".rtan City, the vot 38 IIfor II shr',11 be totf'llec1. the 
votes "agr>.inst" sh:>.ll be totp.1ed nno. the c.iffersnce of the sums sD?11 
be t�.ken. This c'.iff'.,rence shall be given to the Regent in "rriting. 
In all elections the votes for GP,ch cp.na.ic1.p,te shp,lJ. be tot,q,lcd Rnd 
given to the Regent in ,.rriting. These totl'\ls shRl1 bi.' given to the 
:Bo[',rd of Regent s at the first meeting of the BOnrc1. of Regents fol101.,
ing that election. 
In the evant of [', populr>.r tie vote, the ::Soa rel. of Reg?nts may c;,,>st the 
dec icling vo t e. 

Article XI (Fon-voting officers) 

The })oara. of Regants may appoint ac1.eU tiol1[1..l non-voting officers to 
fill necessary positions Rccording to their 8x2,mined proficie�·1.cy. 

Article XII (Removal from Office) 

All and Rny officers in the governmi3!1t sh:",ll b3 slJ.bject to IlRemovp,l 
from Office". 
Action for "Removp,l from Office" shp,ll origin'>,te by popular p eti tion. 
The IIRemov8..1 from Office II petition sh8..11 be submitted to the ROP.ra. of 
Regents for investic:;p,tion, consideration rmu. !1.ction. 

Article XIII ( Meetings ) 

Maetings of th3 communi tY-Rt-lnrge sh�,ll be crilled b�r the Rop.rd of 
Rag(mt s vrhenever dDi'.med necessary. 
lQeic;hborhood meetinGS shall be cp.lled by the lki,�hborhood L8P.e103r 1."hen
ever he deems it necessary. 
Meetings of Neighborhooo. Lenders shall be called by the R2c:;snt of his 
respective region p,t lep.st one (1) VTeek prior to the regul."..rly sche
o:uled mSGting of the BO['.rd of RGgents p,no. P.t ,'\ny other time he deems 
n ecessRry . 
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Ssction 1 

Si3ction 1 
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Moatin�s of the Board of Regents sh�ll bs called by the Ohairman 
of the Board of Regents once per cBli3ndar month. A dditional meat
ings ml:W be cr',llect p,s (leemed necess;'try. 
It shall be the privilGge of any member of Spartl'Jl Oi ty to request 
mestings. Such a r eque st. sh[1,ll bi3 directect to his immedigte r epre
si3ntative. 

Article XIV (Assessments) 

Communi ty nssessments shall be m9,da by thd Board of Regents only 
upon the consent of a najori ty of the totnl number of nembers. Voting 
slmll be conductecl b;�r tho process outlinccl in Art. X. 

Article XV ( Rgtification ) 

Ratific[1,tion of this Constitution shall l)e mnde in force upon the 
consent of a me..jority of the totl".l number of members. Voting shall 
be conducted by the �Tocess outlined in Art . X. 

Article XVI ( AmendnGnts ) 

Amenclments to this Constitution may be mad.s by the consent of a m9,
jority of the tot"J. number of me-mbers. VotLlg sh[',11 be conclucted by 
the process butlinad in Art. X. 

Article XVII (By-law s  an(1 Ordin::mccs) 

By-lrc1rls shp,ll be J:1.r:..C1.e in forcG upon the consGnt of Po mp,.jori t�/ of the 
total number o f  rasmbers. Voting sh,<>,11 be conducted by the process 
outlined in Art. x. 
The BOP,rd of Regents shall hrwe the oblig9.tion to TI[tke p.nC1. r9pe�.1 
or cUnances for the nost efficient o:92rr1,tion of the o'bjects 9.no. pur
poses of ths Constitution, 

Rol) 3rt's Rules of Orc-:'er shall be the p�.rli"':'�):-ct�,rJp.uthori ty of this 
communi ty , 


