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� THE MAN }I'ROM �URIlIH 

'V(\ 
��ashington with its,Aptim ,eal .of green is worth looking 

at , Sterl ing. " 

"It is Markus" and a breakfast table in the window of 
is 

apartment of y o urs an ideal place to do the looking. 

Have some sugar for YO'ur grape fruit." It's odd how a:�jl:aliJ.ihim 

.llil.arkus, so:teasi17�_.' In the beginning he was 'the man from 2.u�ich 
rich' -- .thmlJr. Markus - - now simply Markus. He doesntt know 

., 
how easily I could spell it G-o-d -- or does he? Than46 to 

his gospel according to the �urich school of modern 

psychology, .L I ve been tblDrn;;:�a.in I. Why shouldn It J. think of 

him as - - my creator at least? ]'or a man who less than- a-y'ear", 
_ ;--'�': ",_ ; )J� '�. j � ago made an at suicide(,·.["fu-'certainly findinc ' .  ) 

postwar Washington remarkably livable. 

What a wierd and dreamlike struggle -- pe,inning over 
. , , I, ;:-

there across the park in the walter Re i and' carried from , 

L,;������lt. Elizabeth's hospit� for t�e
{

insane. How little 

.. ..&.rre people who have always been -s-atre know about thems elves !  . �� 
Except Markus. Markus kn� He kng:: hoW' to take the essence 

of psychoanalytical science, and distill it by the synthetic 

method until it reappear� as the essence of religiono That's 

what hets doing every day over there at St. Elizabeth's 

ero 
"U 

goes 

ded littl e commu 'ty of devil fighters, l ooking down . , . " \ .� \: .. " J t � I } j I (': '( 
capitol city from the hills. Waahington 

-.. 
about its business -- , naw:are of all that devil 

fighting much worse th an 8.!ly fight ing I saw in FJIe.nce --

• 

• 

\--:'\._ 

earnest ·1attempt 
,t ,; 

... 
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It was a great day for me when Markus broug�me heme last 

fall. baid, 'A hospital for the insane is no place for you. 

I'm going to take you home with me if you'll come.' We were 

walking while we talked -- in the St. Elizabeth grounas. and 
he looked at the hospital walls with distaste. 'Itts for those 

who need it. which you do not. Will you come home with me?' 

And when I said it would be an imposition on his wife he said 

she had left that morning for New York. ' �ails tomorrow for 

Switzerland to investigate" 'the children we left over there a 

y�a: ��'L����ines_._:he�
l
�·e�d 

,
a of maternal overhauling. 

�ou·re good eompany. Sterling. come along and help me fill up 

the emptiest place in the universe!' 

And so I moved from an asylum for the insane to one of 

Washington's most J,lQPular asy�1iIil8J .. for the sane, where you can 
buy a toothbrush, order a suit of clothes. go swi�i�, attend 

the theater, or dine and dance to the Wardman Park Hotel or

chestra with().ut leaving the premises. An agreeable change. 

-arked my passing from illnesB to health. The final skirmishes 

won and peace between myself and my alienated soul declare� in 

the apartment of Dr. John Markus fall of 1920. 
i\nd 1 am well. A mild. winter has played. into my hands 

wit. all the golf and horseback riding in Bock Creek Park I 

believe I'm back to prewar vigor. And mentally -- spiritually 

1 haven't known such happiness since -- that awful thing 

when I was a boy. Will I ever be able to remember that without 
• ... '1 

this sensat ion 'of illness? It was the beginning of aJ..l IllY 
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trouble. I should have had more philosophy. These mornings 

spent in the congressional Library exploring philosophies, a

mazing wor1is of thought more fascinating than primitive civ

ilizations or pol ar continents -- reacne(i the thirties 
� 

without ever having heard of theml such an inter-

esting and detacheci impression of naive humanity so feverishly 

creating itself. And the theaters -- l·ve never been a theater 
. a . . 

goer before . As �.p!ycho10gical phenomenon, quite as ide from its ..> ,�  
artistic value the drama is �usin� at its worst; and at its 

.
'

-" �_ . ____ • _ � • ____ 0-

best it· s an emotional out let comparabl e  t o  the old-fashioned. 

religious revival, or the older fashioned Dionysian orgy. 

Undoubtedly the satisfactions of the park and the library 

and the theater have done a lot for me, but th�sink into ins1c 

nificance compard with the priceless companionship of the man 

from iurich -- who sits there finishing his g r ap e  fruit as . . 
busy wi�h his thoughts as I am with mine. How good th grape 

fruit � One reason I enj oy .Markus so much is that he doesn't 

ch atter . He never says it*s worth saying. ! believe 

I'll ask him I wonder why I ever have . The <lues,tion's 

been lying there unasked f or month ",Markus -- a fter what 
I ' ve been through --" odd how .d.ry my throat is -- illiave J. a 

r igh t to marry and have children? II 

"Good Lord! Yes ! Why not?" Surprise, k!mdling into 

reassurance. 'l'he clean-c.ut .Markus features are always so ex

p re ssive . ".Nothing hereditary about your trouble. That shock

ing experience at the end o f  your childhood -- a tragedy so 

it(_ unless 
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dreadful you'd never be en able to talk about it to anyone till 

you told me about it And even after twenty years you could 

could hardly get it out. It was that cruel death of the child 
utterly 

you loved, leaving alone in the world., that made you 

so ret icent . You were excessively aloof from young companion

ship. Serious. Studious. Good for your e ngine ering studies , 

but bad for you inese success as you know ofte n  means 
V-

psychological �'i"i'tl!'e . At t�te outbreak of the wax you were 

one-sided, but n ot -- Not I believe more neurotic than the 

average J.merlican businessman.. And after the war -- analyze 

your situation . Engineering interests gone. In their place 

a serious injury, with nothing ahead b�t a dre ary , tedious and 

intensely painful convalescence with:l the outc ome decidedly 

doubtful, and your habitual reticence redoubled. why, you 

didn 1 t have a handhold on life -- not a handholQ. If the 

little sist e r  had lived, or if you*d had a father or mother 

or wife or child of your own, or if you'd been less reticent -

able, to make friends -- or lacking relatives and frie nds , if 

you t d had the religious essentiails as you have them now, life 

would have been worth the effort and pain of recover.y. You'd 

not have wanted to snuff it out . And trlat little episode over 

at st. Elizabeth's lt was faulty treatment that took you 

there. �hould never have _happened. . Means no more than eny

body's nightmare. I should have told you this before -- not 

left you wondering. � e rtainl y -- �y all means,marr.y. Who is 

she Sterling?" 

youttlfXXJ( 

• _ 1}ps 
M.iL b~et.v-

, , 11 



"Haverft found her yet. Only askea - - in cas e It l'he 

rel ief of knowing -- getting the question o�t of the w� 
Odd. I hadn· t any any idea I cared so much. "Ready for your 

cereal, - arkus ? "  One could alw�'s cover emotion by changing 

the subject to something stupid l�ke oatmeal. 

but why all this emotion? well -- I c anlt always st� 

5 

with Markus, and i suppose He's so much more than a physici� 

-- more even tha�friend. Just how much more tnan friend I 

probably haven't admitted even to mysel f . uf course -- I 

understand as well as any specialist the problem of �tfansfe!'
rence to the physician I , the 'resoluti on' of which is the final 

t ask of the psychoanalyst in the case of every patient. '�sychic 
energy - - int e re st , love, libido - - released from the tormenting 

complexes that have been ferreted out of the unconscious, con

sciualy de al t  with and disposed of, is transferred t o  the anal�t 

who consequently be come th1 more or less embarrassed recipient 
rW ;,{ 

of the p as s i onat e ne s sA �ince primeval time has b e e n  l avishea 

upon parent,lover� and god. The processes.by whi ch anaJ.ysts 

are accustomed to fre e  themselves frOmjunwel come idolatry - -

Why haS Markus not used them' Why has he made no effort to 

be rid of me? The only possible explanation is that in thie 

case the physician desires the friendship of the patient, and 
i s  leaving to me the responsibil-ity of - s e vering' the bond be

tween us a.t whatever time and in whatever manner t· see fit. 

And not wishing t o  sever the bond I've comprQmised'by 

t empering my de votion . I havenlt. worshipped -- because for 



the most part I'm f ind i ng God in ano ther direct i o n  -- and. I've 

steered pretty clear of the rocks of homosexuality. But ,the 

parent and son relationship exists between us �- undoubtedly. 

In of the mere decade between o�r birthd.�s. Well --

With .. memories of my own pax'ents fading -- But it c'an't 
go on indef1nitelYJ Very soon I'll have t o  make what MarklW 
calls 'the sacrifice', youth's renunciation of infantile indo

lence and freedom at t he call of biological destiny -- to sweat 
and toil under the inescapable lash of maturing ambi tion and 

desire. Just now I'm remarkably content. Snatched so to speak 

from th� scrap-heap, I'm still young if I count time from the 

date of my rebirth. Young. Untroubled by ambition or desire 

for the time being. 

Thi s  coffee's strong. The cream Perhape Markus 

No, hets had the cream. What's he studying his coffee so for 

as if something were wDong with it, dipping t he spoon in and 

out, observ ing it criticall y. Odd. Wardman Hot el coffee is 

usuall ybeyon€lcriticism. .w,d mine 

·What do you see in that cup" Markus'" 

M i ne is excellent. 

"Voxtices. Sterling." How ,like a pleased urchin Markus 

could lo okl " I'm making coffee st orms. cyclones in miniature. 

clockwise and counterclockwise. See! You put your spoon down 

in -- like t hat. A lit t le m o re slanting 1 That·s itl �reates 

ah¥at\llP.D�,,:', Isn!'t t hat pret ty'" 

"Very." Easy to be as much of an urchin -- create twin 

whirl po ols of coffee as indust r i ously as Markus . 

- - --
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"You know. bterling, lf there were two of me the other 

one would be a physicist. 'Xh�ie physicists out bere- in the 
�ureau of Standards -- Honestly, � believe theyire the hap

piest men in the world -- earning their living by exploring 

the mysteries of creation. II 

"Not much of a living. is it? The way the government 

pays its research meni" 

"That' s just .� point. Nliggardly pay they get, but - 

You know 0liver. Gets about five thousand at the Bureau, 

when he could get three times that outside, but he loves his 
work about as he loves his children. And by the way --

I 

nearly forgot. Hets coming to dinner tonight.M 

"Paying some more of your social debts?" 

"Yes , and bringing together another interesting clash of 

types." The Markus eyes, deepset and blue, twink� humorously. 

"Science and religion are to dine together at our table • .  Oliver, 

the abstract thinker, who has been courteously inquiring how a 

man of my scientific attitude can believe in prayer, is to meet 

the Reverend Dr. Clements who has been probing to discover how 

SO devout a man as I can believe that all religion is myth

ology." 

"And do you intend to satisfy their curiosity?" 

"Thought I might as well -- but not at dinner. A dozen 

or. so other curious ones are going to j oin UB after ward . I've 



agre ed to answer anything they want to ask." 

"Stagg affair'" 

liNG, The wives are included . Ever meet Mrs. Oliver'" 

"Once. She seemed very intellectual." 

IIShe is, and l e ss orthodox if poss i ble than her husband. 

At le ast s he's more completely e manc ipated from !llhe early 

tra ining in fundamentalism -- her emancipation no l onger shocks 

he r .  And Mrs. Clements is her precise opposite, a fee l ing t ype 

who que st i ons nothing she was taught in childhoOQ to believe." 

Home early from the g ol f  links -- only five o'clock. 

8 

No t e ll ing when Markus will ge t in. Hope he arrives befoz'e his 

guestsl What'll I'do with 'em if he doe sn'tl Ge t these daffo

dils and sweet peas in water first thing. No, that vas e l ooks 

too valuabl e - - like a wedd ing present or something -- better 

put them in this. No, that ' s a milk bottle. This will uo. 
And th i s . Kind of brighten the place up to bave some flowers . 

Lord, look at the dustl And th i s  dust cloth i t ' s so full 

now -- Wonder i f  there's law aga inst shaking i t  out the window. 

If there is I That's a l i t tle be tter. I don't suppose 

Markus would see this dust in a hundred years, but the ladies 

would . Can't have them turning up their noses and tell ing their 

friends 

Knee deep in news papers ! At the rate of two a d�, i t ' s  

amazing -- Where'll I put 'em? Under the k itchen table I 

guess, s ince we don't use the kitchen. We c ould. I could cook 

---------- ------~----~-~--------
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camper fashion , but -- It would hardly go after the tuff 

they bring us from down stairs. And there'� have to.� one grand 
clearing out before you could even boil a potato! How things 

do accumulate in a room you don't use! 

All these magazines and journals -- no, thejf can't go on 

the table -- nor on that other table. six people at din-

ner we'll XBxBXKK!xx have to put the t wo together. They can 

go on the piano. �an't hel p it if they do look a little zX 
cluttered -- these technical journals of Markus' are the sheep , 

and they can't go out in the kitchen with the goats. Lord, 

here's a lot more l Well I'l l put 'em under my bed -- get 

'em out again when the party's over. 

There, that looks -- Good heavens the cigar ashes! I'll 

have to sweep. 'Fraid I've got things in t�e wrong order --

one should sweep before one dusts, but Can't help it now. 

& wonder if Mrs. Oliver and Mrs. blements can tell whether 

the sweeping came in the proper place on the program. There, 

with the two tables put together -- the room almost has the 

f . .  t h B tt t or h ·  t f d em�n�ne ouc . e er ge the �a c a�r6 ou 0 

rooms -- need 'em all when the extras come in after the 

eating is attended to. 'v 

Wonder if I'd better dress -- not clothes.�-··· 

Markus won't - - nor the other� probably. A clean 

collar -- I bel ieve I'm getting stout -- a l �ttle . I'd stand 

another ten pounds though, with my height. Always was pretty 

lean. J.'his suit -- The other trousers are sharper. However, 

the be 
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Markus will be a bit baggy. and Oliver. too ,probably . Don't 

know about �lements. 

�ue e r  mixtur e s  Markus gets together. Inste ad of invitin& 

the people who have common inte rests, he enjoys getting togethe r 

a clash of types as he c alls it, like a che mist putting various 
. . 

subst�nc e s  in a te st tube and studying the reactions. I won-

why he doesn't cozrre. liV.owl 
What w9uld r say to them? 

r hope he gem he r e  be fore tb� 

And what on e arth would s; ch 

a mixture of type s find to say to e achother? 

Here they come now -- and Markus with them .  Must have 

.� them in h i s  car. And I needn it have worried. about what 

they·d f ind to talk about . �'hey're talking about their child

ren so fast.--' I'm sure that's it. What a clatte r of tongues 

in thi s  quiet plac e 1 We ll, I suppose I mus t  go out and me et 

"How do you de, Jirs • .  Ol iver -- and Iir. Oliver.1I 

"How are you, Mr. Ste rling." Olive rts voice �a� such a 

big .ass rumble -- it complete ly drowned. the gre etings of h is 

w ife. 

".Mrs . �leme nts, J.want you meet my friend. :Mr . ::ite rl ing --

and .Mr. Clements, :;)terl ing. I; 

1Aade one th inJ; of the old nurse ry rhyme -- 'How do you 

do, and how do you do, and how do you do. again?' Introduc

tions a;�ec always s o  stiff and formal . r wonder if they make 

oth e r  people as uncomfortable as the y  do me. k'robably not . 
people 

Oth e r�a -- most of them -� have the gift of makin& friends. 

\-that I've always lacked. How does one get over being r et i cent·' 



�till talking about their ,children -- but not to me. 

�ames, ages, contageous diseases, vaccination, schools �e-

fore ever their wraps are laid aside -- and the men. including 

�arkus, are listening as if it were interesting. Well -- 1 

suppose it is. �omesticity for the domestic. I don't belieTe 

1 ever heard a bunch of parents talk like that before -- real 

domestic parents. �O, l know I haven't. 

Here comes the dinner -- two wai,ters with loaded trays. 

Here1s where I escape the mother'� meetin&, and boss the waiter� 

"I'll put this· bowl of sweet peas in the middle when you get 

the cloth laid, Henry. Ihat's it. N;o, not ··so. much on the table. 

You .can -- let I s see -- Set your tray on the victrola, Henry,. 

(;harles can serve while you bring up the rest of the stuff.tI 

Jil.arkus is so fond of oyster cocktails -- Well, they certainly 

o lOQk g If everybody is as hungry as I am 

Guess they are, the wflY,/ they're driftinc around the 

table -- informal as possible -- still talking about their 

offsprin�. "My husband telle me, Dr. Markus that you're ed-

ucationg your children in Switzerland." Mrs. Oliver -- per

haps forty-fiTe. Looked younger. The education of children 

was no douat the subject uppermost in her very active and able 

mind. "Is it because you think the schools over there are 

better than ours?" 

"Partly. Our youngsters are doing especially well with 

languages -- speak English, Frenoh and German like natives. 

:But it was n't altogether on that account that we left them 

over there." They're rallying round the oyster cocktails 

ll 

• 
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with their minds intent upon the young .M.arkuses -- and never 

a break in the discussion. 

":Wow o ld are your children?" Mrs. Clements might be any 
-' 

age -- with her wbite ha i r and youthful complexion, you'd 

know by her voice that sh feeling type -- and some 

people are so dense that they scout the type theoryl Her ques

tion suggests that a feeling against children of a.n,y 

age being separated from their parents. 

"The girl is fourteen." Markus knowshhe�8.s s hockinct the 

minister's lady. "The boys are twelve and ten. II 

'�And so far away! But of course their mother is with 

them -- looking after them. II 

"She' s been spending the winter over there. Trying to 

renew her acquaintance with them without being in· the way. But 

when she went over last fall she hadn't Been them for a year�II 

"But why . Dr. Markus?" Mrs. Oliver is taking advantage 

of the other woman t s speeC?hles8 disapproval. I('
you haven 't 

given us your real reason. Wha.t ltlleYSJUJl a1mt�g :::-t�':l 
liTo apply the new psychology as we see it to th e educa-

tion of our children. The in�antile personality _
_ 

11 

"Dr • .Markus! tt Mrs. Clements has recovered her voice. 

"Do you mean to tell me t hat you left those little children 

away off there alone I For a whole year l " 

.. Hardly alone. Mrs. Clemen ts. There were many other 

c hildren . and plenty of high grade teachers. and friena.s who 

could be coun ted upon in any emergency. But we did give our 

'children a full year in w hich they were absolutely unhampe red. 

she , 



by the subtle leading strings of the family relationship." 

�rs. Oliver, with such a resolute, not-to-be-thwarted 

expression "What were you saying about the infantile 
. . 

personality, Dr. Markus?" She' �� determined to get her 

psychology lesson in spite of this' conversation scatterer. 

MItts very prevalent. Every chil. has some sixteen 

aifferent ways of remainine permanently infantile. None of 

us escape all of them, but we want our children to escape 

as many as possible. As we see it, the problem of education 

is neither more nor l��s than the problem of growine up as 

completely as may be."But Dr. Markus!" Ah Mrs. tJlementa 

again. "To break family tiesl They're so preciOUS, don't 

you think? Isntt the oreakins up of the home the greatest 

danger of these modern times? The greatest eTil?" 

"No, I think the greatest danger of this or aQY time· 

1..'3 

is the human mania for gOing to extremes. One generation is 

whippea -- whippet at school, whipped again at home for being 

whipped at school, whippei indiscriminately for any and every 

real or imagined offense. And another generation is utterly 

unspanked -- nc inhibitions, no dis�ipline. no self-control, 

no respect for any thine under the sun. 1 don't know whic ia 

worse. And it
·

. the same with this question of home influenee. 

The children who aren't morally anaemic for the want of it 

are suffocated by an excess of it. uur children well, of 
course it's too soon to predict how they'll turn out. It!s 

our ex,eriment, that J s aJ.l." 



"�ut how c an  you Dear to Mrs. Clement 
is a soft rubber ball, bouncing harmleesly about without 

ever penet rat ing anyth ing. "I wouldn't with 

a child of m inel" 

�How do you help it?" Mrs. Ol iver , sweetly tryiD& not 

t o  be sarcast ic. " Isn".t every child an experiment , whet her 

you l ike it or not, from t he day itts born? And isn ' t every 

e xperiment diffe rent from every other exper�ent? Are there 

any rules t hat c an  be t rusted, �r. Markus?" 

"Rul es , no. ,But, t here are fundamental principles 

"That's what I t h ink , "  Mrs. �l ement s ,  bounc in& again. 
"But what can you expect wit. everybody ge tt ing divorceQ � What 

are we t o  do about t he divorce evil. Dr. Markus?· ' 
"Bring our c h ildren up so that t he ir minds can meet t he 

demands of phys ical matur ity. Human bod ies mature as early 
keep 

as t hey did in the st one age -- but we � our cpildren ' s 

minds in swaddling clothes and softly padded bass inets tender

ly screened.:ffD.mmtltheJ i��tgorating drafts of necess i ty and ha.ni.-
sh ip. At prec isely the t ime when t hevrge to maturity is 

st rongest we KIt send them t'o ronefofl'tp.e se lidii3g1.ida,d country 

c luis for 'a four year holid� -- allowing them t o  believe them
selves mature while still dependent upon the pat e rnal purs e! 

Gur ideals of education make the fixat i o n  of infancy almost 

inescapable. And t he.se adult infant s  who have been so loving

ly protected from the:sweat and labor of human dest iny marry 

with the unconscious expec tat i on of acquiring a mate who Will 

.. also be a parent --

14 

experiment?" 

dare experiment 

I • 
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"And they marry too early, donlt they!" - �ain the ball 

comes bouncing. t'!{ea1ly -- 'ibey shouldnlt marry till they're 

thirty. l'hat i s 'what i always say. 'i'hey should live a little 

first." 
is 

� Dr. 1J1ement�,\a trifle pained by his wife's contri-

but ion- He -- "will sending them away to school in childhood 

insure their excape from infantile fixation? will it wean 

them from the parents·/I' lie's helping Mrs . Uliver --

"To some extent. '1'he main thing is it weans the parents 

from the children -- gets them over that all too parental at

titude. So many parents are incapable with their children of 

be ing anything but pare'nts." 

"How true that isl" Our bounc ing ball babbles. " I  always 
say, 'Once a mother, always a mother.' After the flrst baby 
you never really sleep the night through, but It' s worth 

it. I always say. It's the sweetest thing in life!" 

The conversation is again scattered. Who'll gather it 

together this time? Oliver, perhaps 

"The modern child doesn't give you a chance to begin to 

drop the parental attitude." .with what a booming bass he joins 

f'b.£ces against the minister's lady. Three to one. That.'s 

hardly "At ten and twelTe and fourteen the youngster of 

this enlightened age has no sense of responsibility, no regard. 

for the rights of other people, no judgment whatever." 

"�aturally he hasn't -- if hets been brought up by modern 

sentimentality with 'no inhibitions'. Without inhibition there 

is no such thing as Bublimation -- or civilization. There's 



only one road to civilization either for the individual or for 

the race. �o detour. You've got to go s traight through the 

age of the taboo." 

"Then you believe in early obedience?" From Mrs. Oliver. 

"So do I. It Mrs .  Clements. And -- "Just as soon as you 

can reason with them. One m auld reason. shouldn't one?" 

"Yes." Markus is laughing just below the surface. "But 

not to get obedience. One gets obedience in order that one 

may reason - - in order that the chilQ will listen to reason 

and make obedience unneces s ary. The quicker you get the mil. 
into the age of taboo the quicker you can get him through ani 
beyond it. Childhood should be short. a swift and rapia curren� 

with no s luggis h pools -- no lingering in the delights of in

fancy. What we are able to do for our children we should do 
without procrastination." 

"They do grow so fast, don't theyl My baby's nineteen, 

but I hold her 01 ose . " I bel ieve in hold ing them clC!>se, 

don't you, Dr. Markus?" 

"In Borne ways -- yes, Mrs . Clements . r'm hoping for & 

clos e  friendship with my children. We'll be togeth e r  again 

soon -- hope to make a real home in Chevy Chase." 

A real home Markus, w ith a real home, e, real wife, 

real children -- �hat a que e r  feeling that gives m e  1 He t s 

hardly more than mentioned his wife and children to me 

probably has a princ iple against talking domestiC�7Yexcept 

with the domestic, but his silence has created an illusion. 

These delightful bachelor months with a man who only appeared 

16 
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to be a bachelor, but is really very much married, soon to 

bring his family together -- make a home for them in �heTy 
.. 

chase 

Jealous that what � am - - of Mrs. llarkus and the 

Markus children -- and it doesn't help much to underwtand 

What if I am merely suffering from the libido transferrence 

to the physicianl 

Have to clear outl It·s like wakin£ up in a warm beQ, 

and But it's got to be done. I should h ave cleared out 
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before this. Would h ave -- except for something very like an 
infantile fixation. Not financially dependent, like a chila, 

but morally and spiritually becalmed in a quiet pool, reluct�t 

to push out into the current. Markus, with his family about 
him! 

Markus -- falling in so graciously with any human sit
uation, playing idiotts delight with the children from the 

next apartment as z estfully as he discusse Kant, Spinoza and 
Bergson after the dl ildren �t home -- equally engagin& in 

evening dress or loungin& about in his old clothes -- is there 

anywhere in the world another human being with such charm, 

who can give sncbifBarm to life ana make the world so war.m 

and friendly? And 11m bating his wife and children! 

Wan't listen to all this symposium regarding the educa
tion of the young -- Mrs. Clements still bouncing about an' 

scattering the gems of thought which Mrs. Oliver continues to 
gather up aided by Oliver and blements. �an't stay with it. 

Can hardly eat. Becaus'e ;t  shouldnit be here -- should have 

--



left long before this. It's a wonder Markus hasn't t old me 

t o  get out l 

Thank heaven the dinner is over -- and cleared aw�. I 

mus t get over this numbness. The other guests are beginning 

to drop in. Informal as eve r • .Markus himself opening the door 

for -- several Bureau of St andards men, evidently friends 
.
of 

Dr. Oliver; and Maury the poet ; and Kern the paint er; a couple 

of min ist ers -- must be friends of Dr. t.;lements. a g ood many 

I don't know, most of t hem with a lady or two· , filling the 

room. Will Markus stant to address them? No. 11!BQ.e piano 

stool for him . grac iously informal and like hims elf. 

"You've nearly all asked me at one time or another 

about my religious c onv ictions how a man who bel ieves in 

prayer can also believe t hat religion -- all religion -- is 

mythology; how a man who believes all religion to b e  mythology 
. 

� prS3' at all. tonight , while I have you where you c an' t 

escape and must hear me out , I'll answer anything you care t G  

ask. In order that you may b e  frank, unembarrassed by each 

other*s o�ini ons and preconceptions, suppose you wri t e  your 
questions. Anonymously. " 

I don't want to ask any questions, but I can pass the 

pencils and paper. How serious th�y � look about it. "Two 
more pencils over this way, 14.arkus." I guess that's eil.-y 
Interesting. �otconversation what ever. No sound but the 

restle of paper as all those pencils state the religious 

problem from the widely.-different viewpoints of this mos t 
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unusual gath e r ing . Int ell e ctually the group is more or l e s s  

d i s t ingui shed e ven f o r  wash ington . Mo s t  o f  the men are mem

be rs o f  the Co smo s �lub , which require s for admi s s i on a more 

than ord inary d i s t inct ion in s c i ence , l i t e rature , the f ine arts , 

the l e arned o r  the publ i c  s e rv i c e .  Main ct r e e t  
for Mrs . Ll ements 

is not repre s e nt e d .  'i'here i s probabl y no one here who que s t ions 
" 1  

the the ory of e Tolut i on or the n e c e s s it� o f  abandon ing any re

l ig i on that cannot ad:apt i t s e l f  to the trend o f  modern thought . 

What wddhl<'l they ask? 

.I1Iiarkus i s  wond e r in& ashhe'tg athe rs up th e que st i ons and. 
t ake them to the l ight be s ide the p i ano .  He's s ort ing them 

arrang ing the m  with abs orbed attent ion. I I  Int e re s t ing. Two 

th irds o f  you f olks h ave asked the same que s t i on -- s t at ed � 

d i ffe re nt ly, but amount ing t o  the same thine. ' what shall we 

t e ach our children? ' We c an  neglect the rel igious problem 

for ourselve s - - or c ompromi se , for ourse lves ,  be tween i n-

t e ll e c tual and emo t i o nal r i che s; but we would l ike our children 

to be rich b oth emo t i o nally and int e ll e c tually. How is it 
p o s s ible t o  give them both intell e ctual enl ight enment and the 

c omfo rts @f theigeep s p ir i t ual s at i s fac t i ons of r e l igion? 

"Thatis what mo s t  o f  you want to know, but weill t ake 

up the o ther quest i ons first: ' Do you bel i eve in God?' 'Do 
you bel ieve in immortal ity'? ' 'Do ·you bel ieve in the divini ty 

of Uhri�t 1 ' ,�o you bel i e ve in the uni que inspirat ion o f  the 

�ible1' '.Do you bel ieve in the church'?' 

"�dNto me the s e  are i nt el l e ctual , not re l ig i ous quest ion& 

Hel ig ion. t o  me, i s  n o t  be l ie f  at all. it i s  experience, or i t  

profe.§sions, 
Kxcept 

(, ;, 
I \ 
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i s  noth i ng . Inte l�e ctually. 1 have t o  be l ie ve what my reas on 

d i ct at e s. but that is all t o  the go od . Hel ig i on has given too 
--

much attent ion t o  be�ie f .  and t oo l i t t l e  - - far t o o  l i t t leJ to 

its own field of understand ing ,  o f  l ong i ngs and aspir�t i o n&  

t ransc e nd ing re ason . A man.' s r e l ig i on i s  h i s  l ongi ng .  It c an  

be no be t ter t h an  h i s  aspirat ion . H e  can t ill the 

c ows c ome home without havi ng any more concept ion of the re

l ig i ous l i fe than the cows . " 

Markus will inte rest them - - but will he g e t  it across? 

Aren ' t they too normal? Can a person understani hell as a 

st ate o f  mind unl e ss he has be en there? Can he understand sal-

vat ion as a psychfl og i cal proc e ss unl e ss h e  fe els the n e e d  of 
.\ t.';; 

salvation? Can they unde rst and re l ig i o n  as a psycholog ical ',' 1 
.' (" L !. t - }  . • 

func t i on - - unl ess they are miserabl e from i ts failure to 
func t ion? Be t t e r  than any one present -- be t t e r  even than 

Markus himse lf -- I know the me aning of re l ig ious experi e nce , 

what it is to l ose onets soul - - the disintegrat ion of the 

personal ity whose rel ig ion is out of orde r ,  the desc��t int o 

hel l , the painful p r o c e ss o f  be ing ' born aga in ' . 
\ .-J- . 

I,' done every-

tliing -- e xcept sac r i f i c e .  I must from Markus. 
It t s  when one has some thing d iff i cul t t o  do - - whe n  one 

f i nds l i fe impessi&l e taat one appre c iat es the ab i l i ty to 
pray . Markus c alls i t  prayer.-- that voluntary int rovers i on. 

It gets t o  be se c ond nature, as ne cessary as bre akfast, d inner 

and suppe r ,  whe n  you learn how,. and unde rstanding the'  ene rgie 
l e ss 

the ory of it doe sn ' t make it l.:,:re lig i o us . By deliberat e l y' 

w i thdrawing all consc i ous interes t in everything w i thin ana 

-

believ~ 

break away _ _ 



without, the psychic energy that is ordinarily expended upon 

conscious attention flows into the unconscious and activates 

the inner soul processes. That sounds rather like physics, 

but the practice of it is the essence of religion. One dives 
at will 
into the unconscious e� where God is, if we think of God as 

potency beyond our human strength as one dives inte a quiet 

pOQl; one remains there at will in what ever state, from simple 

peace1K% to religious ecstacy, that he has learned to achieve, 

and comes up again at will bringing something of inspiration 

in proportion to has t ;  power of prayer. OliveI' woulci. probably 

come up with a new physical concept of some sort, aury with 

a poem, �ern wit. an art concept, Markus with the s olution of 

some psychologic� problem, while I -- Well, the most ordinary 

mortal can bring up &�e peace of God�quite literally past all 

understand ins , or a dream with which to enrich his life if he 

knows how to interpret it. Anybody can learn to bring up 

something of inspiration so superior to his ordinar,y conscious 

thinking that therets no irreverence in accepting it as the 

gift of Goel. 

The sound of �arkus' voice can't hold me back. I can 

leave all the unrest -- the misery of realizing that I've 

I've got to break away. It's like dropping into infinite 

potentency and strength -- and peacefulness - - and --

Like sleep, but it isn't sleep It's a little journey into 

the kingdom of heaven �- a waiting at the threshold fQr the 

voice of God. 
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Open ing and shut t ing o f  the door , the c ompany bre aking 

up eve rybody gone but �arkus who i s  l o oking at his wat cR. 

" I mus t  be g o ing ,  S t e r l ing . I ' m  t ak ing the n ight train t o  

!J e w  York - - c onsul t at i on . 1I Vihat ' s that he ' s  wh i s t l ing as he 

go e s  int o h i s  bed r o om and make s s ound s o f  g ather ing t o il et 

ne c e s s i t i e s  int o a brie fc as e ?  Oh ye s - - The S idewalks of 

� ew Y o rk .  How quickl y  a man c an  g o  from re l ig i o n  t o  j az z !  

An d  n o w  he ' s  re ady - - l e av ing . 

II I ' ll be back Thursday morning , o t e r l ing . 1I 

" 1 ' 11 be g one whe n  you c ome back , Markus . "  
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"Gone l ' " That l o ok o f  d ismB\Y is r e as sur ing t o  a gue s t  

who fe ar s  he ' s  s t aye d t o o l ong . IIBut o f  c ours e - - I s uppo s e  

y o u  must . "  

"Ye s . I ' ve g ot t o  push out int o the s t r e am . "  

" Whe re ' 11 y ou g o? "  

" About a thous and mil e s  away from the t empt at i on o f  

th i s  l i t tl e  he aven o f  y ours . If I ' m  not re ady t o  make a clean 

bre ak I ought to be . "  

"Oh , you ' re re ady enough . �'here t s  no thing mo re that I 

c an  t e ach you , but - - Lord how I ' l l mi s s  you l What you 

g o i ng to d O ? 1I 

" I  haven ' t the r e mo t e s t  ide a whe re I ' m g o ing or what I ' m 
go ing t o  d o  whe n  1 g e t  the r e , exc e pt -- I shall expl ore mw 
dre am t r ail s . II 

"Do they po int b ack t Oward e ng ine e r ing?," 

"No . Th at ' s  a b igge r  role that 1 want j ue t  now - - the 

I 
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s ame old stuff , with the soul in the s e rv i c e  o f  the pers ona. " 

"You must have a role -- deve l op the persona. " 

" Surely , but a minor role t o  beg in w i th -- one that can 

be ke pt in tae s e rvice o f  the soul . Only a very few pe ople 

can have maj or roles . Unl e s s  l ife c an  be made full and rich 

and worthwhile in the s ervi c e  of the s oul , than the gre at �se5 

of mankina might bett e r  neve r have been born . But I have 

faith , and shan ' t be t r oubl ed so l ong as 1 can s e e  one s t ep 

ahe ad .  ' Le ad  Kindly Light ' is  the one s ong in � hymnbook • 
. i "You b e l i e ve it will still l e ad you on' " 

"How c an  I doubt it' It ' s  led me out o f  hell . "  

II And you ' te t de.�eild ing exclus ively upon re l igious and. 
inspirat i onal guidanc e ?  Is c ons c i ous re as on t o  have n o  vo ice 

in your affairs? 1I 

M Oh - - I don l t  go s o  f ar as that . I ' ll l e ave a certain 

ve t o  powe r  to re as on -- but it ' s  no l onger to imag ine it s elf 

supreme , after the c ol o ss al me ss it got me int o .  All new 

leg islat ion of import ance is to c ome out o f  the unc ons c ious . 

It ' s  a r elig ious experiment if you want t o  c all it that . " 

"You ' ll k e e p  a j ournal , of c ourse a det ailed re c orci. " 

"� o t  I . Don l t  get me wrong , garkus . I ' m  not out t o  

found a rel igion .  I ' m out t o  unders t and ,  i f  ! c an ,  the l aws of 
my own be ing -- to f ind the opt imum o f  l if e  - - f or mys e lf. 

II\V-well 1 1 0.  be the l ast to adv ise you to go about 
' do ing g ood ' . but no man c an f ind the opt imum o f  l ife w ithout 

making h i s  contr ibut i on to c ivil i z ation . �hat j s one of the 

--. l:aw:8 01h�y·our '-86 inc 



xxxx l aws o f  yo ur b e i ng ,  inhe r itej from a c ountle s s  mult i tude 

of c ivil i zat ion builders . " 

I- All r igbt -- If 1 c an i t  help do ing g ood - - But you ' re 

go ing t o  mi s s  -�Ollr t rain , Markus . ,. 

"My train is no thing t o  what 1 ' 11 mi s s  i f  you don ' t  take 

a s c ient ific at t itude in this matt e r . A man of your mental 

cal ibre -- with your pers onal expe r i ence and t r aining -

unde rt akinc a pi e ce af rel ig i ous re s e arch , and not - - � 
"Run al0ll& • .Markus ! Y ou will c e rt ainly mi s s  

" W ill you wr ite - - "  

, M I ' l l kee p a notebook for my fr iend �arkua . C all it 

Adve nture s in Re Lig ion o r  anything you l ike . Now you ' ve j ust 

barely t ime - - It I c an ' t s ay  another word - - 1 c an  only push 

him out , taadd shut the abut be tween us be fore he s e e s  that 1 1 m  
re ady t o  we ep o n  h i s  neck. He ave n help me , what an infant I 

am ,  with every ve s t ige of adult c ourage ooz ing . 
The e levat or ,do or -- He" s g one . and the f ac t  that 
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it ' s  nothing but the t r ans ference t o  the phys i c ian keeps 

me from running at t e r  h im in a panic . >l ike a s p o i l ed child. 

begg ing i t s  mo ther n o t  t o  go away . C an ' t  do th at . He ' s  g one . 

And t aken with h im eve ry t ing in me that any ac count ! I was an 
. 

i d i o t  t o  suppo s e  I c oula bre ak away ! i�a� am I worth without 
Markus I 

I ' d bet te r s it down . Ne edn ' t gr ip the arms o f  the chair 

s o , eithe r , as i f  this s t orm of lone l ine s s  were an ac tual tor

nado l ikely to hurl me t o  my de ath . It ' s  devas t at i� .  t e ar ing 

__ ,i 
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away eve ry shred o f  c onfide nce , and be at ing p i t i l e s s ly upon a 

nude . and shive r ing s o ul . but what ci ici I expe c t ?  I ' d  no re as on 

t o  s uppo s e  it woul d be e asy - - and I ' m  not afraid of the s e  08-

c as i ona! remine s c enc e s  o f  madne s s . I know what t o  do . There ' s  

alway s  the e s c ape int o the unc ons c io us . When the world is im

po s s ible one s imply l e ave s it and s e eks pe ace at its s o urc e .  

One i s  s imply not pre s e nt one drops away from all d i s turbing 

thought s ,  and worr i e s  and is bapt i s e d  in pe ace fulne ss -- The 
Kindly Light 

The t e l e phone . Who c an  that be ? "He ll o o  -- Sterl ing 

spe aking . "  

li lt ' s Markus -- from the s t at i on . ih ought it would. re

l i eve your mind to know that I have f ive minut e s  to s pare . 

And .St e r l ing - - In the t op drawer o f  � desk you ' ll f ind � 
not e s · ·  on r e l ig i on .  It t s yours . T ake it al ong . Wi th you 

wr i t ing th is book I won * t have .t o ,  and you might as well have 

my stuf f .  I h ave a c o py .  any way . "  \ 
" Thanks , Markus . "  

" And S t e r l ing - - If you should miss me t o o  much - - You 

may . y ou know . Remind yourse lf th at you aren ' t  ID�sa� any

thing . The part of , me �that helps you is me rely the proj e c t i on 

o f your own unconsc ious s tre ngth . You s e e  in me only your 

own v i rt ue . "  

" Thanks , Markus . It 
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"You'll let me he ar from you? " 

" Thanks . Yes . "  

"Fine . Good by . " 

"Goocl. by Markus . "  

26 



THE MAN FROM MICH IGAN 

It ' s an amus ing adve nture t o  walk int o the union s tat i on 

o f  th e nat i onal c ap i t ol wi thcne i ther program --
..e 

nothing but a suit c as e  and the purely ot ive f 
.. 

ere at i ean . 0 . t:-:i:sh-
one- c dnB ist"s -Tri -maKlrtg- ne s e l f .  To educ ate i s  t o  

bring forth , t o  draw out what i s  within - 

�ut I ' ll have t o  g o  s omewhe re -- a . 
hurry , ho we ve r .  These s e ats are c omfort able 

the t r ain announc ement s that are flashing the i r  i nv i t at i ons 

from above tho s e  c oncour s e  d oors . The. cho i c e  is quite too 

unl imi ted . There ' s  b'l o r id a  and the S outh ; �ew Orle ans , Texas 

and the Southwe s t ; C al i fornia and the far was ; Whi c ag o , Btl 

Loui s ,  � ol oradO , the whole vas t  middle we s t ; Bew York , �ew 
Haven and Hartfora -- � the only pl ace that temPe me ia 
�ew York , whe re KarkuB has t ake n  h ims elf and whe re c ons e quently 

I shall not go . 

Might dec ide by the t o s s  o f  a c o in ,  but -- j!'irs t I ' ll 

r e c o rd the l at e s t  adv i c e s  o f  my s oul for Markus . 1 didn ' t  

forget that not ebo ok o f  h i s , d id 11 on top . 

I ' ll wr ite : •• : ...Hlave t o  th ink 

e r ary mas t e rpi e c e , d on ' t qui t e  like t o  call it in 

That ' s t oo fl i(ant . Ami � � .Q!. i s  t o o  

p i ous an d  pre tent i o us .  Q! might do , or - - I h ave 

~o 
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i t : 

First Dream : ln wh at seemed t o  be a preh i s t or i c  and 

pr imit ive c ommun ity I was l e ar ning from brown s k inned s aant i ly 

c l o thed but fr iendly peo ple t o  build a shel ter for myself as 

they h aa  be en ac cus t omed t o  build shel ters s ince the beg inning 

o f  t ime , for refuge c:;�ItQm::;"(� the merc iles s t r o p i c al  s t orms ag ains t 

wh ich no man could s t and unshe l tered bec ause o f  the huge hail 

s t ones and v i o lent w ind s .  lndustr iously I bui l t  as they wer� 

build ing ,  and when My s hel ter was ready for i t s  r o o f  the n at iTe s  

bec ame sh ingles . wh i ch smiled u p  at me w i th eng ag ing fr iendl ines s 

as I put them in pl ace , s t orm proof with much overlapping , 

s trong and workmanl ike . "'.; . 
S ince the beg inning o f  t ime mankind has 

buil t  shel t e rs' ag a ins t  the b i t t e r  s t orms o f  l o nel ines s ,  and 
that'hedtlbh&mowdthwClrV'arl app ing fr ien�ship8 - - l ike the shingles 

on a r O o f .  I mus t  have fr iend ships . Overl app ing fr iendships . 

One fr iend l ike Markus -- i s  an umbrel la. M� bel ong t o  
be 

t o  s ome o ther pers on , or l o s t , or borrowed . In all my l i f e  

I - ve neve r had anyth in& bet ter than an umbrell a ,  and I ' ve 
neve r been able t o  keep one very l ong • 

.fsycholog i c ally 
Hell i s  a s t ate o f  mind - - tem-

pes t uous and t e rribl e , ag ains t  whi ch man c annot s t and .  The 

only s ure prot e c t i on froJl'l psyc hol()g i c al  s t orms , the only s a.fe 

shel t e r , f th.e. only sure s alvat i on from hell h as al ways been 

of a re l ig i ous nat ure . Theref ore , h av ing ret urned t o  Mrs . 
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Kindly Light 

The ____ _ 

Interpretation: 



.Markus the unbrella 1 borr owed 

I mus t  build for mys el f a church . N o  br ick and s t one , no 

s t ained gl as s , no altar , cho ir or pulpit . N o th ing but the 
s t aunch and workmanl ike shel t e r  of overlapping fr i endsh ips . 

J!'l orida, C al i forn i a , C o l orado -- it ' s o f  no c ons equenc e where 

my pl ace o f  worship i s  t o  be s e t  up , but i t mus t  be built of 

ove rl apping fr i e nd sh ips , l ike the shingles on a roof. 

The re you are , M arkus . I dre amed that dream l ast n ight . 

And now 1 1 11 put your n o tebo ok back in my suitcas e  and fi�ure 

out how a man w i th no natural g i ft for mak ing fr iends is t o  

build such a t abe rnacle as my s oul re quire s o f  me . �e opl e . 

l ' ve be en in th is s t at i on , with pe opl e all about me , for half 

an hour without not ic ing a human be ing .  And every one o f  these 
s warming , hurrying or l inger in& mort al s  is a pot ent ial shingle . 

'thi s  c olored woman oppos ite me , with about a d ozen l i t tl e  �� 
shingl e s  - - I won ' t beg in w i th her ,  though who knows how much 

s uch a woman might me an in the c apac ity of c o ok or l aundre ss . 

She l o oks a l i t t l e  l ike the dusky gentl eman who t aught me how 

to bui ld my dre am shel t e r . Howe ver - -

The haughty lady w i th the subdued hus b and at the other 

end o f  the s e at -- He l l o , who is th is young s tr ang e r  that ' s  

s i t t ing down bet we e n  Her Haught ine s s  and the l aundre s s  l ady .  

'Very hands ome , vl i th h E:: black eyes and h i s  auburn hair , very 

re s t le s s , s it t ing for a moment , s t art ing t o  get up , chang ing 

h i s  mind , moving h i s  sui t c ase , chang ing h i s  mind t w i c e  in 
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l'apid succ e s s ion , s ink ing ba.ck against the s t at i on mahogany , 

desperate - - as i f  wond er ing whe ther muddmx t o  end it all with 

firearms o r  rat po i s on . Seems t o  me
' 

I · ve met the devil who 
paints that expre s s i on on the human fac e ! 

An - - he · s c ome t o  a d e c i s i on , and s o  have I .  He t s  on 
hi s way t o the t icket window -- not knowing he t s � sh ingl e . 
Hope he d o e s n ' t  mind my foll owing . He s aid ' Detro i t ' ,  and �as 

gone acr o s s  t o  the Pulibnan t i cke t window . "De t r O it , please. -

WeIl l That c ame qui ckly and happened s wift ly , and I ' m  
he aded t oward the Gre atLake s wi th nothing by the ais le of • 

Pullman sle e pe r  be twe en me an4 my first shingl e .  �at a 
dramat i o aJ. ly g o od l o oking sh ingle it is ! But o f  c ours e th ere ' s  

drama in every l i fe - - the dramas ove rlap .  One c annot sh ingle 

one s t abe rnacle with fr iendsh ip. without al s o  shingling i t  

with dr .ama -- He t s l o ok ing at me -- has not i c ed my inte re s t - -

" We ll . br other , what ' s  o n  your mind? Anything you ' d  l ike 

t o  know about me' "  

"Ye s . "  N o  ne e d  t o  b e  embarras sed s in c e  he i s  obv i ously 

n o t  o ffended . " I ' d  l ike t o  know what you dre amed l ast night . " 

"S o rry not t o  obl ige you , but I d on ' t t e ll my dre ams -

not s ince I re ad a l ot of that psy cho analyt ic al bunk of Freud. 

You migh t  be one o f  the s e  wis e guys that know all about those 
d arn sym140ls -- or think they do . Are you' " 

A pre t ty pers onal que s t i on , but one doesn ' t acquire shinges 

by be ing re t i c e nt . B e t t e r  ope n up , ' and -- " I ' ve b e en pre tty 

• 



we ll psych o analyze d . " 

"You have? ;b'or a fact? " He I s int ere s t e d  -- coming 

ac ro ss t o  my se at to t alk . I ' ve made a g o od beginni ng if 

"My name i s  Kle in - - S imps on Kl e in .  II He ' s ge t t ing out a c aret ,  

and Yes , here ' s  one of mine , now �e ' re properly - - "Mr . 
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Robert S t e r l ing . Pl e as e d  t o  mee t  you. And now tell me -- .Is 

there anything in thi s  psychoanalys is bus ine s s ? � 

"Ye s , but it ' s a rough r o ad to tr avel , and it 

through the ve ry center of h e l l  -- bad pl ace t o  ge t 

one shouldn ' t  s t art out unl e s s  the chauffeur i s very 

with the rout e . It ' s  much s afe r t o  go t o  Detro i t . " 

"You go ing t o  Detro i t ? "  

" I  don ' t know. That ' s whe re I ' m t i cke t ed . II 

" Then what you me an - - you don ' t  knoW? " 

l e aQs 

l ost , and 
famil iar 

II I may change my mind . The fact is that i t doesn�,t  make 

the sl ight e s t  d i ffe rence t o  ��e l t  or anyone e l se . "  

"Me an you have n ' t  any folks ? "  

know O f . " Shall I tell him 

- - t o  be l e s s  ret i c e nt - - "My 

father and mo ther we r e  both the only ch ildren o f  th e ir parents , 

and the ir de ath l e ft me with a l i ttle s i s t er , who - - lost her 

l i fe in an orphanage fire when ! was about fourt e en . So I ' m  

the l as t  o f  my family . II 

"But you have a home t own ,  haven t t you? And fr iends? II 

" I ' m  probably pre t t y  we ll forgo t t e n .  You s e e  I went 

t o  �ngl and for my educ at i on -- t o  g e t  awqy fr om -- Well , to 

"N~~lative that 

rt•a my chance to practice 
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get away .  Aft e r  that I;.� did c on s t ruc t ion work in the Arg ent ine . 

�ur ing the war I was w ith the e ng ine ers , and s ince the war I ' ve 

been w ith the surgeons and the psychoanaJ.ysts . "  

" rDhellsh ock? " 
"NO . II Odd . how e asy i t  i s  t o  t aJ.k ,  onc e you get s t arted . 

But 1t t s good prac t i c e .  tlNo , it was n ' t she l l sh ock . But I 

got wh at I thoug� was going t o  f inish me , and was d i s appo inted 

when the army surge ons insisted. upon keeping me going. So I 

unde rtook to go we s t  in spite of them . It was d e l iberat e  e

nough - - a perfectly s ane c onclus ion that I ' d  had all I wanted 

but it only got me as far as the p�ychopathi c  w ard .  }nere are 

s ome peo pl e , you know , who thi nk a man who doesn't want to l iTe 

m�st be ins ane . I simply took the oppos ite view -- that thos e 

who e QuId l ove life were rathe r shallow-minded . " 

" That t s about what I ' ve c ome to . 1I Ah ,  conf idenc e  beg e ts 

c onfidence -- and we ' ve brgught forth -- " Wha.t ' s  the use ! 

Hasn 1 t a man a r ight t o  quit if he want s to? " 

"He ought t o  h ave s ome pride about it . �houldn ' t  resign 

from your club , w ith a l o t  o f  unpaid dues , you know. AS3 for me 

I won ' t g o  out l ike a licked puppy . And afte r  all l i fe is 

int e re s ting if you unders t and yours e l f  and it - - so it c an ' t  

j ump on you and r ide you. " 

"How do you ge t that way? Analysis?" 

" Synthesis . They t r i ed an aJ.ysis on me first and got me 

sure enough unbal an c ed . " 

liRe al ly ins ane? "  

• 



M It t ook thre e o f  them t o  handl e me . "  

liDo you remembe r' t What ' s it l ike'-

"You get a t as t e  of ins an ity eve ry t ime you h ave a dream. 

If whe n ' you waked up you mept r ight on with the dream and be

l ieved i t  to be true you · d  be ins ane . l'hat ' s  what psychoanal-

Re al ity 

be c ame &'dre am whil�\ my dre ams be c ame re al .  A man who had. 
- • < - . -�� 

s t ud i e d  in �ur i ch and under s t o o d  the synthe t ic me tho' finally 

g o t  hold o f  me and brought me out o f  it . That ' s  r:ny aut obi og

raphy t o  d at e . "  

"What t ll y ou d o  now? C ons truct i on work? " 

II I ' m  int e re s t e d  in c onstruct ion work - - o f  a s ort . , ;  
Church building .  But 1 1 m only s tudying the subj e c t  at pre s ent . 

And writ ing about it a l i t tl e . "  

" Any money in that kind kind of wr i t ing? " 

· N o .  �ut I don ' t  ne e d  money . "  

"Don ' t need 

money l " h i s  tragedy 

r�hat do you know about tha.t ! Don ' t  ne ed. 

a f inanc i al  one . J.. j udge - is rushing 

back upon h im ,  and he ' s  torge t t ing eve ryth ing e l s e  includin& 

mys e l f .  �he news agent with an armful of be s t  s e ll ers gets 

s c ant at t e nt i on -- che e r ful s al e smanship , me t w ith gl o or:ny 

ind iffe re nce -- .but no - - - a l.ight e ning fl ash in int e r e s t  1 
in � ,  by E t he l  Me lvin l By he ck , ! Know that 

g i rl ! �he was my swe e t ie in h igh s ch o ol l "  

,*he e rful s al e smansh ip be ams hope ful ly .  " well , your 

swe e t i e ' s  made a kill ing all r ight . i'hi s  book l s  a winner . 
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y the thous ands r ight off th e pre s s  • And she ' s  � 
'
�

the pic ture r ight�t o  put the ave rage human b eing 

on e asy st re e t . �  

b imps on Kl e i n i s  tragedy c an i t  be so de sperate o r  he wouldn 

be in and out of i t  s o  e as ily . And j udg ing from the size o f  

the roll from ' wh ich he i s  pe e l ing tho s e  two one dol l ar bills 

the financ i al  s ituat ion i s n ' t  as s eri ous as i t  might be . The 

bo ok i s his , and he ' s  g o ing back t o  his own s e ct ion t o. r e ad  it. 

In the Dark .  It · s  be en fa�orably rev iewed in all the 

newspape rs and mag az ine s - - de s c r ibed as a book of unusual 

de l ic acy and char.m • . Eth e l  Melv in ' s  be en c ompared t o  Zona Gale , 

but mo s t  of the re v i e wers th ink her the st ronger wr iter o f  the 
f i c t i on 

t wo . l.f I ' d  be en more o f  a mucu re ad er I ' d  have bought it , 

but iiovelsrl never s e emed qui t e  worth while t o  me . 

S imps on Kl e in se ems t o  be enj oying this one . A very mer-
I 

, .  

cur i al p e r s on l  Whe re are his t roubl e s  now? I neve r s aw any 
one re ad so rapidly . Page aft e r  page . Hard t o  be l i eve he t s  

r e ally r e ad ing it . Mentally qui ck . Obv iously an intuit ive 

type , and the re fore impul s ive , enthus i ast ic , and e asily d is

c our aged . A rathe r de light ful shingl e . neve rth e l ess . 

In the me an t ime I t m  go ing to the d inel'.8J1Have s omething 

to e at ,  and s ome th ing to smoke . 

I ' ve been gone about an hour and a half ,  ana - 

" It ' s a gre at book . Sterl inr; -- s imply great l " 

" Fini shed it alre ady? "  

"'tou bet ! " He ' s c oming across to t e l l me about it . 
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And I d e c l are i f  he is n ' t t r an s f igur e d  w ith e nthus iasm. It ' s  

g iven h im renewed l i fe .  " I  don * t mind t e l l ing you , St erl ing - 

I ' ve g o t  t o  have that g irl l  I ' m  go ing back home - - and mar� 

he r . 1I 

"�o e s  she know i t ? "  

" She w i l l  be fo re the we ek ' s out . Have n ' t s een her for 

for a c o ons ag.e .  but We us e d  t o  pl ay ar ound t oge ther 

I -- H e re . wouldn ' t  you l ike t o  re ad it? " 

n And s t udy th e pe rs on al i ty o f  your wi f e  t o  be? I 

c e rt ainly wo U ld . " 

It C an you psycho analy z e  h e r  by her bo ok? " 

"W- we ll - - Psychoanalys i s  i s  the s t udy o f  dr e ams , you 

know -- and th i s  b o ok i s  her dre am . " 

IIBy G e o rge I ' s po s e  it i s . Her d r e am !  Hadn ' t 

thought o f  that . I do n ' t know. I d on * t l ike the idea. All 

that symbol i sm D on ' t kno w ' s I want you t o  re ad i t . "  

" I ' m  no t FreUd i an .  you know. My psychoanalys is c omes 

from Zur i ch .  not Vienna. " 

II What ' s the d i fferenc e ? " 

" Al t i tude . What ' s the d i fferenc e be t ween t he d i srnel 

swamp and the mount ain pe ak
!? In Vienna. your dre am is s exual ity ;  

in �ur i ch it bec ome s re l ig i on your own i nd ividual e ffort at 

s p i r i t ual i ty .  And I should s �  from the re v i ews that the 

auth o r  o f  th i s  b o ok h as had an unus ually be aut i ful dre am .  II 

" You be t she has . S t e r l ing ! Here t ake it and re ad i t  

whil e I go and e at .  Yo u ' v e  had y ours , have n ' t  y oU? " 



"Ye s . Thanks for the book . I ' ll re ad i t  wh il e you ' re 

gone . "  

An e ng ag ing young s t e r !  Lo oks t o  be i n  his e arly twent ieli 

th o ugh I' m not g o od at gue s s ing ag e s . Has the phys ical grace 

of a mov i e  s t ar and the g o od l o oks . S ome thing dramat ic &-

bout every thing he do e s . Is h i s  drama tragedy , o r  c ome'y or 

farce' A mixture , probably .  Tragedy i n  the st at i on , c omedy 

in th i s  sudde nly deve l oping l ove affair -- impe cunious youth 

re s o lve s to marry author o f  a novel that is al s o  a g ol� mine l 

L ikely t o  be c ome farc i c al  shortly . Int e re st ing at l e as t  • 
.And 5 0  - - Ent e r  Robe rt S t e rl ing fri e nd t o  S imps on 

upon the s t age o f  l i fe' .  be int r oduced in th e oder of the i r  
dramat i s  pers on ae W�ll�appe arap0e . ! ' Can I 

make a pl ac e among them for my pers ona? Ought t o  be , able t o  

and I mus t h ave a pe rs ona - - a r o le o f  s ome kind - - at once . 

C an t t drift . The r ol e  o f  fr i e nd t o ei imps on Kl e in would. n o  

d oubt b e  a minor one , but If I c an  l and the eng agement it 

promi s e s  t o  be more or � s s  int e re s t ing . And unl e s s I ' m  mis

t aken the boy ne eds a fri e nd , and is r ather incl ined to t ake 

me on . I mus t s tudy the r o l e . What should s uch a fr iena be 

and d o ?  Firs t of all he l l l  have t o find s ome exc u s e  for g o-

ing whe re �& S imps on g oe s . Aft er th at Well , one c auld. 

be on the al e rt for any s o rt of cue . One mi s t ake I ' ve made 

al ready .  I shouldn ' t  have been s o  con f ide nt ial . Le aneQ over 

backward trying not t o  be re t i c e nt . Fo ol ish t o_ tell all about 

my men t al illne s s .  Ought t o  tre at eve ry s t r anger as if he were 

t o  be c ome a ne xt doo r  ne ighbor . Howe ve r  If S imps on s e es 
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no al arming sympt oms of qu�e rne s s h i s  knowl edge may no t h inder 

the progre s s  of fr iend sh i p . B e t t e r  beg in the ne w role oy r e ad-

ing h i s  bo ok who s e  auth o r  he int end s  to wed .  

J.t f s  a ne at ly made up book , once y ou t ake the j acke t o ff. 

I h at e  j ac ke t s  on bo oks . The y ' re l ike k i t chen aprons on a 

woman . The fir s t chapt e r  ' Mary Ro s e ' - -

My G od ! It ' s  l i t t l e  R o s emary ! 

Th i s  d e s c r ipt i on 

i t k All the s e  d e t ai l s  

h o w  c ould anyone e l s e  h ave wr i t t en 

�he ' s  s t i l l  al ive , and she wro t e  thi s b o ok l And that 

ho rr ibl e th in� - - �t neve r  happe ned , exc e pt over and over in 

my imag inat ion �  Her s o ft l i t t l e  body Oh my G od ! �he was 

no t burned in th at f ire ! She he r s e l f  s e t  th e fire - - and es

c aped - - a fr ight ened l i t t l e  thre e -ye ar- old - - be f ore e v e r  her 

mi s ch i e f  was d i-sc overe d ! 

She ' s  al ive - - and � imps on �l e in knows her - - �e nt t o  

s ch o o l  w i th he r !  Whe .re i s  he ? 1. mus t as k h im 

But no - - 1 might j us t  as we ll t e ll h im 1 1 m  � apol e on 

.ti on apart e as t o  t e l l  h im I ' m  E thel Melvin ' s  bro th e r . iie ' d  be 

pe rfe c tly s ure r was o f f  my 

.t' e rh aps l. am - - s t i l l  be l i e v ing U my dre ams 1 .  ;gut i t ' s  

all he re - - in the s e  o p e n ing par ag r aphs . !hey d e s c r ibe the 

o r phanag e . It ' s  unmi s t akably the pl ac e  we put h e r  t o  be c ared 



fo r unt i l  a more sui t able pl ace coula be found for her . J.t l s  

al l  he re i.n pl ain print -- the bu ild ing , the p orche s , the s t one 

'wal l , the b 1 rdne st , the holl ow l og in the c orner of the play-

ground whe re she l oved t o  hide , the t re e she cl imbed against 

the rul e s -- and the puni shment of be ing s ent t o  bed without 

h e r  supper . He r l as t  d ay  of l i fe as + remember it - - as they 
told me about it . How could Athel Melvin kno w  the s e  things 

unl e ss . 

�ut how c o uld Ros emary remember One d o e s n 1 t  remember 

s o  far back int o  childho od Exc e pt through psychoanalys is - -

Thr ough dre ams -- Eut the s t ory i s  her dre am. And the expe� 

r ience was s o  exc i t ing .  It would have impre s s e d  i t s e lf . Perhps 
be 

. 

such a thr ill ing e v e nt mi.ht�elllembered at th e ag e  of three 

and a h al f .  But wh at ' s the use -- It h as been rememberea J 

unle s s  I e m  l iv ing in a dre am again -- l os ing � 
grip 

lIo'. My throat i s  dry , and my hands are shaking , but --
l i m  s ane I ' m  s ane enough � o know that 1 mus t  keep th is 

d i s c ov e ry abs o l utely t o  mys e l f. i f  I want b imps on Kl e in t o  'be
l i e ve me s ane . Naturally i f  you Know a per s on has been mentally 

unablanc ea. you t re mo re or l e s s  on the l o okout for a re turn of 

the troubl e . The o n e  thing an ex-maniac mus t not d o  is to 

exhibit any e c c entri cy that could poss ibly be mi s t ake n  for � 
a sympt om . And the re ' s  no us e in curs ing mys el f  for c onfid ing 

app e ar  
i n  S imps on .  Having c onfided , I mus t kK ' c onsp icuously s ane i n  

every word and ac t -- or my l ittl e drama m ay  d e ve l op int o  

It 6s here 

I 
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mel odrama. 

The thing to do now -- th e only th ing - - is to pull my
s e l f  t oge th e r  and go on with the s t o ry .  Al one i n  the �. 

by E the i Me lvin . 

How s t r ange -- how ve ry s t r ange - - this make s me feel l 

The char ac t e r i z at i on i s  t rue in all i t s  shad ings -- Li ttle 

Ilary Ro s e  c ould have been cre at e d  onlJiybyoieae.mpy , grown 

older and dre aming he r ch i ldho od over ag ain . She was s ent t o  

bed without he r supper be c aus e she s imply c ould not kee p  hereef 

. fr om cl imb ing her de ar l it t l e  tree . 1'h at urge t o  cl imb was 
was 

charac t e r i s t i c - - typ ic al .  And he r veng e anc e ±K typ i c al  From 

the t ime she c ould talk d idn ' t  sh e reward her fr iends and pun

i s h  h e r  enemi es by making up s t or i e s  ,about them? Happy end ings 

for he r fr i ends and the mo s t  sh o ck ingly t erribl e  e nd ings f or 

the vict ims of her d i s pl e as ure? It would have happe ned e xac tly 

as she here . She would h ave l i ft e d  h e r s e l f  e nt ir e ly 

out o i by dev i s ing a s oul s at is fy ing fat e  

for the mat r on who had s e n t  he r  hungry to her bed . 

the r e s t  would follow. When all the 

o th e r  ch ildren were in bed and everything was qui e t  for the 

n ight . and she was s o  hungry she c o uldn ' t  s l e e p .  she found her 

way down s t airs , ' al one in the d ark ' , t o s e arch for food . Litt� 

R o s e mary , under such c ircums t ance s ,  would have under t aken j us t  . in th e  garbage can 
such a forag ing exped i t ion . And find ing smelled 

ed ible . i Eheb would have wr inkl ed h e r  no s e  in d i sgust and pro-

----

nothing/ ) that 
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c e e ded hopefully to the kitchen. And what i f  the matqhes were· 

k e pt suppose dly out of re ach of little folks l You c ouldn ' t  

keep Rosemary from climbing : And she ne ede d light. By mounting 

a chair she g ot the matches and had so much fun tEjdning to 

scratch them that she nearly forgot her hunger. And the n  one 

burne d her finge rs and she dropped it bl azing into a basket of 

cle an clothe s that proj e c te d from under the kitchen table upon 

which she had bee n s cratch ing it. Slowly a xoug�dr ied tea 

w�· kindle d from the match , and fas cinated then frightened 

high . Lerrified by the fierce heat of the fire she 
had ' start e d she ran out of doors and with thos e strong little 

arms so fond of climbing and so ad ept , had pul l ed he rs elf from 

running board and mud guard up and over the c l osed door of an 
r 

automobile parke d in the stre e t . H idden in the back of the 

c ar she watche d ,  awe- struck , while the building went up in 

smoke and fl ame .  N obody saw her, but she heard aomeone say 

" There ' s  one little girl th ey haven ' t  found ! Poor l i tt� e 

thine l "  

V(hile she was wonder ing who it was they hadn ' t found , a  

terr ibl.e looking col ore d m an , who was a fr iend of the orphanage 

cook, and pointe d out as a bogy to unruly ch ildren by one of 

the nurses, got into the front of the c ar  and drove r apidly 
behind him 

away . She hud dle d on th e fl oor of the c ar ,  cover ing hers e lf 

with a c oat whi ch had be en thrown on the rear seat , fearing he 

would be very an y w i th her for making s uch a big f ire. After <:t �  I . 
driv ing a he stoppe d in fromtoof a large house , eot 



out , and went around t o  the back d o or . k'eep ing over the 

d o o r  of the car she watched him out of s ight . The b ig ho use 

was briDiantl y l ighted , and the s ound of be aut i ful mus i c  came 

from i ts open w ind ows. There were many people inside , but no 

one out s i' e . She sei zed the opportunity to s crambl e out of 

his car, and take refuge in another wh ich was not - quite so 

grand o r  s o  big or so hard to cl imb into, but was very c om
fo rtable and conta lned a warm blanket into which she snuggl ed 

and went to sleep , lul l e d  by the beautiful mus i c  from the b �  

house . 
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'J.'h i s  car bel onged to a profess ional mus i c i an  who was 

assist ing at an entertainment some forty miles s from his home . 
fie d idn't d iscover the sl eeping chi l d  in the back of his car 

unt i l  morning , wh en he assumed that s omebody who w ished to be 

rid of her had taken thi s  way of d i 9 ing it , s ince he o wned no 

garage and kept h i �  car under a tree in the yard . lt never 

occurred to him that so smal l a child couli have cl imbed in 

by hersel f. She wore nothine but a course cotten nightg own 

w ith no mark by wh ich it could be identified or traced. And 

wh i l e  she wakened and talked voluably he couldn 6 t  und erstand 

her l anguage. Might be baby- t alk or Ureek for a ll of him. 

Med itat ively he beg an  to whistle so ftly to himsel f ,  con

s i der ing what to do w ith her , not real i z ing what he was whistlirg 

un t i l the child ch imed in and sang -- The !ioly (.; ity . ::>�e sang 

her o wn impres s i on o f  the word s, but the tune was true and 
sweetl y sung, and after suc h  an exh ibt ion of music-aJ. genius 

noth ing c ould induce h im to g ive her up 

• 
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The holy c i ty' 'l'hat cl inche s the mat t er . 1 t aught .HOs e

mary t o  s ing the Holy � i ty and a l o t  of o the r songs . �he knew 

a dozen . It t S Rosemary - _ unl e s s  I ' m  ili.Dst.[!,oiit,r,J,ut terly l o s t  in 

my dre ams ! Al one in the � ark .  What was it the re v i e wers � -
s aid? The s t ory o f  a g irl who real ized p o ignantly the ut ter 

l one l ine s s  of eve ry human be ing - - the impas s ibl e gulf which 

s e p arat e s  e ach o f  us from tho s e  who know us be s t  -- the e s s e n t il  

s ol i tude o f  man who ' i s  al way s  al one i n  a d arkne s s  made al l  the 
knowl edg e  

more d en s e  by the iho s t ly fl i cker of  KXOC� that s c i enc e 

l ight s f or us. 

Rosemary -- al ive . � e l l . Suc ce s s ful .  G an ! eve r rid 

my mind o f  the horror that has haunt e d  n),e for t we nty years'? 

How n atural that she should. be c ome a wr i t e r  -- a s t ory t e l l er. 

�he began the f i c t i on bus ine s s  as s o on as she c oul d t alk . And 

S imps on me ans t o  marry he r . Do .1. want my fri�nd � imps on .l\l e in 

t o marry my .s i s t e r? � e e dn t t worry about that . Rosemary will 

not c onsul t  me in such mat t e rs . 

�ut the sh ingl e s  are alre ady beg inning t o  overlap . I ' ve 

the be s t  o f  re as ons for att aching mys e l f  - - i f  1 c an  - - t o  

S imps on .  I ' ll wo rk Sen$O�6�; with the role of fr i e nd unt il I 

c an  deve l o p  the role of brother with c onv inc ing c ertainty. 

Me anwh i l e  - - I ' l l  go on with the s t ory . 

, 
"WeI l l " Ah ,  it ' s c imps on , st roll ing back from the smok-

ing compartment . "How do you l ike i t ?  C an  you int erpret 

E th e l · s  dre am? "  

" It would be an impert inence t o  t ry wi thout her help. 



I haven ' t  the data. " 

nyou mean -- If I told you a dream of mine you wouldn ' t  

know what it meant? "  

" I  wouldn ' t  have the least idea what it meant . I might 
be able to help you dec ipher it but there ' s nothing in thls 

ide a  that you can tack mythol ogic al symbols on to any dream. 

:Because serpents and dragons undoubtedly have mythological 

me an ings doesn ' t prove that a snake appearing in your dream 
can have nothing bllt the mythologic al significance .  It ' s quite 
as likely to have a purely ind ividual signific ance . "  

"Or no significance at all . "  

" I  c an t t agree you there . Every dream is freighted 

with significance .  tell you the unvaJ!nished truth about 

yourself. Truth you can t t  get from any other source .  Unless 

you understand your dreams you simply aren ' t  acquainted with 

�it.n ;:. the . greater part of your own personal i ty . "  
"You re ally believe that?· 

. 

" I  know it . Your dream is an allegory or a parable or 

a fable tryine to teach you something about your most immediate 

and diffic ult and painful problem. Every dream is the effort 

of the soul to get a message through to consc iollsness . "  

"Well , it would be a darn sight more sensible of my soul 

if it would Gu.� ouit1the:r-al.legoxyt stuff and say what it has to 

say in pl ain Engl �sh !  II 

"Perhaps . B ut considering that primitive thip�ing was 

done by me ans of analogy - - in fable myth and allegory -- for 



a g o od many mil l i on ye ars , and that e ach o f  us beg ins with an 

inf ancy o f  dre aml ike and myth i c al  think ing - - whe n  you we re 

l i t t l e  wasn t t the kn i fe the man , and the fork the woman , and ta 

spo on the ch il .. ' W asn t t  the s t o pp e r  o f  the bo t t l e it� hat'" 

I ' m  g e t t ing him. He ' s  gr inning , and -- "Right you are . 

S t e rl ing ! And the d og was the husband , and the c at was his 

wife , and all the chairs were the ch ildren of the p iano and 
the d avenpo rt . "  

"Exac tly. That s o rt o f  thing i s  the beg inning of i n

t e ll e ct - - primit ive and infant ile th ink ing - - and it i s n ' t  

s o  st range that i n  dre ams , our .unc o ns c io us th inking , we should 

kee p  i t  up . It ' s  t remendously ingeni OUS , as a matter o f fact , 

t o  h ave your s o ul c ons t antly at work inve n t ing that s ort of 

ins t ruc t i o n  for your p e r s ona. " 

" Pe r s ona? " 

"Your out er charac t e r  - - what you appear t o  be t o  the 

world and in the worlcl -- your role in l i fe .  What is your 

role , by the way? " 

"Doggp� it l Don ' t t al k  t o  me about G o od l ord ! 

ROl e s l "  H i s  trag i c  gl o om i s  we l l  ing up ag ain . As i f  

" I ' ve bee n the d arnde s t f o o l  that e ve r  g o t  hipped by the lure 

of the f o o t l ight s , S t e rl ing . Hone s t l y !  You know I thought 

I want e d  t o  go on the s t ag e . I got up a v audevill e act and 
ac r o s s  

put i t  �XKX - - o n  Broadway . It went over g O OQ ,  but lord ,  what 

a g r ind ! Do ing the s ame th ing ove r and ove r and over - -

Lo rd i  S o  I j umped at the ch anc e  t o  ge t  i n  with a s t o ck c om-
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roles! 



c ompany . .Pl ay ing i n  Wash ingt on . Thought th at would be gre at • 

L o t s  o f  v ar i ety and eve rything . "  

" And you d idn ' t l ike i t ? "  

"Like i t l Jump ing Gras sho ppers l I t  was the fire after 

the fry ing pay l Eve ry evening , and t wo mat ine e s , and r ehe arsai 

for the next we ek , and e verl a s t ingly " l e arning a new play to hre 
he ar s e  the ne�t we e k  t o · pl ay the we ek after !  I c ouldn ' t  s t and. 

i t  any:� longer. I ' ve quit . "  

" And what will you d o  next ? "  

" W i sh I knew .  Maybe my s oul knows . H ad  a dre am .  If 

dre ams me an anything But pshaw !  � o  s e ns e  t o  i t ! "  

it A dre am always me ans s ome th ing ,  and i t ' s  always about 

your wor s t ' worry . 1t  

" 'l' e l l  me one o f  yours . II 

" All r ight . 1 dre amed a sho r t  one n ight be fore l as t .  

I s imply c aught mys e l f  dumping a c up o f  the mo s t  lus c ious 

bl ackbe rri e s  int o a bowl of o atme al  with th e words , ' That will 

make it go od . '  The me aning i s  c l e ar e nough : My l i fe whi ch had 
and 

be c ome drab Xx uninter e s t ing t o  me , s o  much s o  that * d i dn ' t  

c ar e  t o  g o  on w i th i t ; i s  the d ish o f  o atme al .  ! never d id 

l ike o atme al . The Bl ac kbe rr i e s  re pre sent the fruit of my 

s tudy with l)r • .DII.arkus , who s e  psycho l ogy g ives one an ent irely 

kne w  out l o ok on l i fe .  ti o my s o uL; sugge s t ed that I pour what 

J. h ave l e arned int o a d r ab exi s t ence and make make l i fe worth 

l ig ing . "  

" W e l l  wh at do y ou kno w  about th at !  N o t  s e xy  at al l l 
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4 '7  

xxxx But mine i s n ' t  as sort of poeti cal a s  y ours . Mine 's 

about a c at .  li raZY thing , but Th ink you could expla in it? " 

It I  might b e  abl e t o  h e l p  you e xpl ain it ' if you care t o  

tell it . "  

" W e l l  . .  How embarrass e d  he is t " l  dre aIne d  I was s it-

t ing by a comfortable fire g e tt ing warm and dr ink ing a glass of 
milk . And a cat that had b e e n  purring contente dly as c ould b e  

got up s udde nly and began t o  c l aw at me and ke pt mewing f or my 
milk . I wanted th e mil k  mys e l f ,  so .l c aught hhmous e for the 

cat , and the mou s e  turne d  into the milkman and l e ft a bottl e 

o f  milk on my mothe r' s  k i t ch e n  porch . "  

II Sounds intere s ting . Vi e  h ave to know what you as s oc i ate 

wi th e ach item of the dre am .  - Wha1Ji:.;ji olild;:)Jt'rlhdd� t b, we.rmc, f�a::e sym

bolize for you in your pre s e n t  s ituation? " 

"Re st and c omfort . That ' s  easy - - my mothe r ' s  home . 1 

want to go home . "  

"And the milk - - wh at is your association with milk? " 

lI .b ime . I h ave t o  dr ink it be c ause of a c al c ium d e fi c i e ncy 

in my s ystem. 1 h ave to drink a quart a d ay . " 

" Then the milk probably re pre sents some thing y ou need , 

s ome thing you hav e n i t  e nough o f ,  and the c at stands for some

thing that wants what l ittl e you h ave of it . "  

" v-i e l l  1 ' 11 be doggoned !  Money ! It t s mone y l want , and 

ha ve n ' t  e nough o f ,  and � hate to admit i t , but - - The c omfort

abl e c at which wants what Ii t tI e .l h ave is my d e ar  mother 1 .. 

" � atural e nough . You ne e dn ' t  b e  embarrassed about i t . 



If the dog was the lfiutband and the c at the w i fe i n  y our child

ish imag inat i on th ere 1 s  no d i s c ourt e sy t o  your mo the r  whe n  the 

c at re pre s e nt s  her in your dre am . " 

"J114aybe not , but Any way - - I kne w  all th at before . 

lJidn l t  ne e d  my s oul t o  t el l  me I want e d  t o  quit and go h ome 

and get a l i t t l e  good of out o f  the few d o l l ars l. ' ve man ag ed t o  

s ave , o r  th at .lVlO the r · d  be d i sgus t e d  - - want me t o  g e t  a j ob and 

pay my b o ard . �he thought she had me o ff her h ands - - thought 

:f ' d  s e t  tIed d own and was making g ood t " and -- " 
" And you hav e n ' t  and are n l t .  And s o  you de c ided t o  

g o  h ome t o  Mothe r ,  and i f  she was n l t  g o od t o  her l i t t l e  boy 

you ' d exp i re on he r d o or s te p or s ome th ing l ike that ? "  

"How i n  hell d id you kno w  that ? "  

"Me r e ly a gue s s . But s ome thing o f  the s ort was wr i t t en 

all ove r you in the s t at i on int e re s t ed me in you. ' But l et ' s 

get b ack t o  your s oul . !f I ' m  hot mis t aken it ' s  the be s t  part 

of you . '  We sh ouldn ' t  j udge a man by h i s  c on s c ious mo t ive s en

t ire ly - - regardl e s s  of h i s  dre ams . The dre am repre s en t s  the 

wh ol e of you. It d o e sn t t bl ink at your we akne s s e s , but on the 

o th e r  h and it ins i s t s  upon your ide al s  -- and po int s out the 

adj us tme nt . To g o  home and l i�e on your mother without making 

payment in s ome way i s  as inac c e pt abl e t o your s.oul,,� as ;) 6e ttl ing 

d o wn  t o  a j ob i s  t o  your pe rs ona - - henc e utpe\.�mou s e � ,: :  .. If you 

c at ch a. mouse for your mo th e r , a mous e that will turn int o the 

milk man and l e ave milk - - money - - on your mo th e r ' s  k i t chen 

po rch s o  she won ' t ne e d  yo urs , you e s c ape both horns of your 

I 



.. 

d i l emma. Your mo the r  will be in a s e n s e  c ompens at e d  without 

your g o ing t o  work and p ay ing he r your s e lf . " 

" Gosh ! 'l'here t s s ome thing :- - S ome th ing d o wnr ight Wl-
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e anny about tha� i1t£tlXHg± 

will you be my · mous e ? "  

It ' s  a re al ide a .  I - - Ster1 1pg ,  

.. I? " 

"You . I dropped as l e ep f o r  a minut e in the smoking c om

partme nt j us �  now , and dre amed that dre am ,  and - - You ' re the 

mouse all r ight If I c an  c at ch ybu .  You s e e , My mo ther � 
ke eps bo arde rs , paying gue s t s  she cal l s  ' em ,  be c aus e she do esn ' t  , 
l ike the ide a o f  a bo ard ing hous e . And I will s �  it i s n ' t 

much l �k e a board ing hous e e ithe r .  You ' d  th ink they wer e  all 

her d e ar fr i e nds l iv ing on he r h os p i t al ity be c aus e she c ouldn ' t  

be ar t o  be s e parat e d  from them .  And if 1 c ome home br ing ing & 

dear fr iend , who will l e ave the milk o n  the kitchen, porch reg

laxly and unobtrus ive�y she ' ll have a warm we lc ome for me 

perh am:� • Any way i t  will be much warmer than it would be i f  

I d idn ' t br ing any mous e . My s oul, i s n * t  as poet i c al as youra ,  

but , by g olly , i t ' s prac t i c al ! "  

"You d o  i t  an inj us t i c e . It is n ' t me rely prac t i c al ,  i t ' s  

s e lf'- re spe p t  ing . It do e sn ' t want you t o  e� " l T:; ·>=: . , ;,3. 1. i ';' �� o n  

-, " -. : -." 1.'; '-: .... J.. �.Tb t: go home and l ive on my mo ther? Ge e l  

th ink I ' m  a pre t ty we ak s i s t er _ _  " 

'I)lot at all . It · s what the who l e  world. wants whenever 

l i fe g e t s  t o o  d i ff i cul t . That g o ing h ome t o  mo the r  dre am ,  in 

one form or another is probably dre amed more than - - And. 

I · • spose you 
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Freud o f  course calls it sexual , the incest wish. To the �urich 

sc hool it's j ust t he longing t o  get out from under t o  be a 

child again and have a child t s  freedom from re s ponsibility . 

The Fat herhooa o f  G od is the C hristian ' s  dre am of going home 

t o  mother -- back to c hildhood. It ' s  nothing to be ashamed o f .  

T h e  Bible' s flwl o f  i t .  ' C as t  thy burden o n  the Lo rd ! ' And 

it make s the most wonde rful �oetry in t he world . ' The Lord is 

my she pherd , I s hall not want . ' "  

" I  used t o  believe all that bunk l "  
� lt isn ' t bunk . Your religion 

- I  haven' t  any religion . " 

" 

M Oh yes you have. Everybody has a religion .� 

ux%){iI{��«i�t.i3U You m8\Y be uncons cious of it j ust 

as a c hi+d is unc ons cious of it s digestion or an ultra-virtuous 

woman i:JlX� of her sexuality . The worl d is going 

crazy over the ide a  of suppresse d  sexuality . but it's suppresse d 

religion that t s  at the bott om o f  neuro s i s . " 

" I  don i t  agre e with you . S ome of the most neur o t i c  p e opl e 

1 know are darned religious. -

" And some of the most ne urotic pe ople I know are d arned 

sexual -- have never s uppre s s e d  anything but their sense of 
de c ency . The problem isn't s impl e . Take your own c onflict . 

it isn ' t betwe en s exual i ty and d e c ency , it ' s  between your love 

o f  fre e dom, which you con s c i ously wors hip, and your need of 

money which you c annot ge t without sacrificing freedom . You 
c an e asily make yourself neurotic by s uppr e s s ing your love of 
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freedom, or on the other han by suppress ing your des ire t o  

make . good. f inanc i ally. Th �  two t ings are ant ag on is t ic . There 

is s ome such c onfl ict  in he l i fe human be ing . In 

your re l ig i ous probab y between an ant iquat ed 

faith and a suppre ssed int ell igence .  � Re l igion is a necessary 

psychoiogical funct ion whi ch normally adj us t s  thise c onfl i cts 

by f ind ing a middle ground -- a proceedure whi ch enable s  the 

soul and the pers ona to l ive t oge ther in pe ac e . '" If they ' re not 

l iving in peac e  -- if �o:u ' re moody., or irrit able ,  or c owardly , 

or i f  you have ins omnia,  or any other form of nervousness -

your re ligion is  out of order . -

" It · s  a que er ide a o f  re l igion . "  

" It · s  a new idea. Look at the Here you are , 
� 

a human be ing with miib.l 1J>llsnotcy,:e ars 05?human cust oms and hab-

its beh ind you -- c onfl ict ing habits . You cannot al t ogether 

suppress sexual ity or decency ,  fre edom or respons ibil ity ,  re

l igious fe e l ing or sc ie nt i fic reas on without making you s elf 

neurot ic . What are you go ing to do about it?" 

"Ask my soul . �terl ing will you be my mous e? will you 

let me c arry you home t o  mother' Hone s tly - - 1 bel ieve you' d 

l ike Ilkton . If you haven * t  any other pl ace in mind You ' ll 

have t o  g o  s omewhe re , you know -- to  put the be rri e s  in the 
o atme al . "  

"Where i s  Elkt on? " 

"Michigan. l.iouple o f  hours beyond Detro i t . .Dl i ce l it tle 

t own -- about the r ight s ize for a mouse � "  

" li 0 w b ig i s  it? fI 

t 

neuroti"J,(t'e 

every 

problem. 
~ 



··.bord , I don ' t know. fhree four thousand. 1 gue ss . 1I 
--+-' f  

"Has your mother a suit o f  rooms? I ' d  l ike to have 

t wo with a pri vate bath� ' 

" If you wouldn ' t  mind the third fl oor 

, i 1) 

It 

" I ' d.  pre fe r i t . "  

n It ' s  r athe r  - - . , J  
Mo the r ' d' want �y a month 

v'1 
fO�. It 
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" �hat ' s  re asonable . 1 won ' t  forge t to leave the milk -... 

regul arly and unobt rus ively as pos s ible .  �e rh aps you ' d bet t er 

wire your mo ther that you ' re coming h ome for a v ac at i om 

bringing a friend. wh o will want he r third floor apartment w ith 

board. for an indefinit e l ength o f  time . '1 

Att aboyl �te rl inc you ' ve s aved my life .  That third 

fl o o r  apartme nt i s  always v ac ant because she wants so muck for 

it. bhe ' fall on my neck· and kill th e fat t e d  c al f ,  and. 
But ' r ' ll go and send that t e l egram ! " 



" G e e , s t e rling , Michig an s ure does l o ok good t o  me l 

(; ast your e ye out the wind ow and wat c h it g o  by 1 J.,ook at thos e  
rolling fie lds ! b e e  tho s e  wo ods !  -apl e l  I ' ll bet ther e ' s  

a sugar bush in the re s ome whe re .  And s e e .  the big red barns 

and the little wh i t e  hous e s -- a nd the woods. 1ADlE', ' weoc[s.1 1  o f  
�ichigan's full o f  the s e  l lttle patche s o f  woods an d  the WOOQS 
a re full o f  fl owe rs - - s pring flowe rs . nuttercups , and hepati

c as , and s pring be auties, -- And l o ok at that little l ake l � 

n It t s be autiful . .Like a j ewel in a g.reen s e tting . " 

"You be t .  J..ots of j ewels like that in this l ittle 01. 
state l It ' s God t s own c ountry l �; And the pre ttiest time of year . 

In anothe r month the tre e �  will be gre en . Jus t  watch s pring 

c ome in .Michigan l "  

Simp s on is s entime ntal . And fre ed from despair by the 

fatness o f  the moUs e he ' s taking home to his mo � r  he t s elso 
light-he arted a nd full of e nthusiasm for his new role . Sui t or 

to my s iste r Ro semary ! I must think o f  he r as Ethel Melvin -

l e arn t o  spe ak o f  her as Ethel Melv i n .  I w onder how �imps on 

will s ucc e e d  - -

He d o e s n ' t underst and hims e l f  fully , o r  he wouldn ' t be _ 

transpare nt , This program o f  living on his mothe r until he can 
marry an o th e r  woman who is amply abl e to s upport him isn ' t so 
admir able th at he w ould be like ly t o  a dvertis e i t  if his motives 

5.3 



we re cl e ar to him. �here t s a l o t  of g o od in him , but - - No 

man c an  be bet t e r  than h i s  dre ams . 
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At any rat e  I l ike him .  He t s gnbere st�neJ ' and for a 

man who t 's had s o  l i ttle school ing he ' s remarkably intelligent 

Good c ompany , as Markus woul d s ay .  Re ally s urpr i s ed me that 

he isn ' t a c oll ege man -- but ne i ther was Frankl in nor Washing-
" 1  

t on nor Linc oln fo r that mat t e r . He ' s  ment ally qui ck - - mus t 

have re ad a good d e al  t o  be s o  well informe� , though his in

format i on i s  rather s uperfi c ial .  May have acqui red mo st of it 
from tbe newspapers - - and from book reviews . 

I fe e l  pre t ty well ac quaint e d  with him already , aft er a 

one night railJinay j ourney . He · s the kind tb at t e l l s  all he 

knows by e f fe rve s cenc e . But good l ord , I c an ' t  s ay  anyth ing. 

1 '1 v e  e ff e rve s c ed ne arly as much as he has . I wouldn t t have 

tboughrit poss ible I ' ve t old h im ne arly everything exce pt 

about Rosemary - � Ethel Melvin . 

Have n ' t  eve n  asked que s t i oIll3 ':�L�,� \. .. t I}'iill l e t  my acquaint ance 

with he r t ake i t s  c our s e  naturally and without any forc ing . 

�hen I ' ve ve rif ied my rel at ionship I ' ll t alk about it -- to 
her .  1'0 n o  one e] e , . s • Howe ve r --

"What s o rt o f  a g irl is Etbel Melvin , S imps on? What ' s  

sbe l i ke ? /I 

II Oh she - - You might c all her be aut iful , but s we et 

de s cr ibe s ber better . She i s  swe e t ! Dark hair , and 

"Dark ! I -- I ' d pictured her qu i te - - qui t e  
. . . . t.. . 

" No ,  he r hair i s  dark an:>r-eye s  1a:re - - s ort of 

II 

blonde . "  

hazel . tI 

That t s odd . But childrens ' hair o ften gr ows d arker , and 



the i r'  eye s - - I s uppo s e  the eye s c an change from that b aby 

blue . But I hardly would have thought - - " H o w  l ong have y o u  

known her , S imps on?" 

ItOh -- We we re in k ind erg art e n  t oge ther , and l ' ve known 

he r all the w ay up , but -- We ll , it was in our f i r s t  y e ar  high 

t hat I g o t  my mo t o rcyc l e  and us e d  t o  t ake her r j.ci ing in the 

s id e  c ar - - t ill h e r  mo the r  put a s t op to i t . H e r  mo ther ' s  

the dragon in my path . II 

" There may be more than one drag on . Pe rhaps you ' ll f inti 

h e r  al r e ady marr ied . " 

It l d on ' t  think s o .  He r mo the r  h as a man p i c ked out f or 

he r - - Kent McDougal , Nho l ive s  next d o or .  H i s  mo ther and 
Ethel ' s  mo ther are s o  thick -- j us t  l ike c ol d  glue . And they ' ve 

be en throwing Kent and E thel at e ach o t her s in c e  k inderg arten. 

Make s them j us t  l ike bro the r  and. s i s t e r , and t hey ' ll never 
marry • . But they ' re s o ne ar e ng ag e d  that i t ' ll keep the o tb e r  

guys o ff h e r . " 

It l j udge it is n ' t go ing t o  k e e p  y ou o f f  her . " 

" � o t  by a darn s ight it i sn ' t .  But It m�T make me 

a l o t  o f  t roubl e . The dragon d o e s n ' t  want her t o  h ave any-
th ing t o  do w i th anybody but Ke nt , and she W e ll , she ' s  one 

o f  the ge ntl e ,  obed i e nt l it t le th ings - - But I ' l l f ind s ame 

way o f  d i spo s ing o f  th e d r ag on , and Kent McD oug al , t oO . 11 

It O f c our s e . "  Th i s  i s  a s t range p i ct ure 1 1 m  ge t t ing 

o f  Rosemary ! Sweet - - ge nt l e - - obe d i e nt -- The ' sweet ' I 

c an  be l ie ve ; the ' ge ntle ' - - we l l , pe rh aps ; but the ' obe 

d ient -- Howe ve r i t · s  fo ol i sh t o  ask que s t i ons .  Reg ardl ess of 
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t h e  color o f  he r eye s and hai r , o r  the nat ure o f  the charac t er 

she ' s  de velope d , the g irl who wrote Al one in the � is � 
s i s t er Rosem�y . I c an bank on that . I ' m  alre ady gett ing used 

to the i d e a  -- throwing off the horror of what never happened . 

It ' s  a long way fr om an orphan asylum in cent ral Pennsyl

vania to Elkt on , Michigan , but t hat very fact ought t o  help in 

the ide nt i f icat ion . I ' ll pr obably have no t rouble . And there 

i sn ' t  any hurry about i t . It i sn ' t  as though Ethel Melvin 

needed me . She ' s  s i t t ing on the t op o f  the world r ight now, 
and may f ind a broth e r  qui t e  unne c e s s ary if not an ac tual 

nui s anc e . I ' ll g p s low , and 
(; C>' \.,{ �,� 

H e re ' s " new, agent . I ' d  l ike II Any c opie s of Alone 

in the Ifiak?" 

lI � orry .  Just now s old the l as t  one . U an '  t ke ep I em. II 

"You d on ' t ne e d  t o  buy one , oterl ing l "  S imps on ' s f ish

ing h i s  out of his suit c as e .  "Here , you c an  re ad mine all 
you want . t o . "  

" Thought l i d  l ike t o  own a c opy . "  

lIyou c an  own l'line . I ' m thr ough w ith it . "  

"Don l t  you c are t o  kee p _j�? "  

"Oh N o t  part i cul arly . You c an  have the book ;  I ' m 

afte r  the author . 11 

Il y ou are n ' t s o  sent iment al as J. t hough you wer e . "  

" W-we ll I ' m no hantl. to ac cumul ate baggage . l i d 

r ath er t r avel l ight . You ' re perfe ctly wel c ome t o  i t . "  
II Thanks • Then the book i s  mine . I shal l ge t .Mise 
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M.elvin t o  aut ograph it for me . "  

"Look ,here , you aren t t  pl anning t o  c ompet e , are you? II 

"N ot  at all .  �ut I ' m  ve ry much interested in the author 

o f  this ' book . I ' suppose you ' ll let  your friends me et the 

young lady , won t t  you? " 

"You bet l In fact -- I ' d  l ike you t o  go al ong with me 

and k�ep the dragon amused . She ' s  my worry . " 
know 

"Gooa .  I don ' t how well I t ll be able t o  amus e her , but 

I ' d  certainly l ike t o  make her acquaint ance . "  

"Look ,  oterl ing !  The re ' s  the l ake whe re I used to go 
swimming and f i shing , and -- Ove r .there on the o ther s ide -

you c an j us t  be arly s ee it -- is the c amp we built when I was 
s c outmas t e r .  There t s  smoke c oming out the chimney ! The ir 

us ing it yet l "  

"D id you lead a t roup of s c outs'1 " 

Ilyou be t .  That was the first thing I did. when I g ot 

back from jl'rance .  Surpr ise  you? " 

" I c an 1 t  qui t e  imag ine you bothe r ill£ with a lot  of kids . 1t 

It I d idn ' t  for very l ong . Got t ern org anized . end. built 

the l i t tle shack _ _  " ' He ' s clos ing his sui t c as e  and ge t t ing 

his hat and c o at from the theirack above the seat .  We must 

be  -- "Ge t  your stuff,  � t e r l ing l We ' re he r e ! "  

I ' ll put iny new book in my own suitcas e . "ue er . I ' m 

gl ad it ' s mine , but rather ind ignant with o imps on � - fhe 

t rain i s  sl owing , where l s  my co at? And my hat' A ne at well

kept s t at ion of the small t own variety .  1 get a r e al  kick out 
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o f  th i s . Th e t r ain s t o pp i ng , l e t t ing me out on a s t at i on pl at �Jl'Il 

i ' ve neve r be fore s t e pped upon - - in the mid s t  of people , j �st 

pl ain pe opl e  .IlIi.ain ::i t r e e t e rs ! 

I mus t  buy a c opy o f  Main f:) t re e t  - - and s t udy up on the 

s ubj e c t . �ook ' s be e n  out for s ix months and r ' m the only 

p e rs on that has n ' t  r e ad it . ! mus t  - -

"he ll o ,  Mo the r ! " Ah l  Th ey s e em f ond e n o'�h o f  e ach 
'. 

o th e r .  .N o t  in the l e as t  al ike . o imp s o n  mus t  "hake aft e r  the 

o ther s d e  of the family . �he ' s  in the middl e fort i es , a 

bit incl ined t o  s t outne ss , ne ither l ight nor dark ,  mothefly , 

fr i e ndly - - "Mighty swe et o f  you t o  me e t  us , Mo the r !  Here ' s 

my fr iend S t e rl ing - - c an  you g ive h im the third fl o or r o oms? " 

ttY e s , inde ed l How d o  you d o , Mr . Sterl ing ! It ' s a 

ve ry gre at pl e asure t o  h ave S imps on ' s  fr iend c ome home w ith 

h im .  I hope you t ll l ike us an d  o ur  t own and eve ry thing . '" 
ome ;. 

r ight along . The c ar i s  parked around behind the s t at ion 

right whe re we always used to t ie t he hors e s o  he wouldn t t  De 

afraid o f  the t1?ain . Isn t t i t  funny how we ke ep r ight on 

d o ing th ings whe n .the re is n t t any re as on for i t  - - j us t  force 

of habit . I was s aying t o  Miss Harr i s on only ye s t e rday - - It 

One o f  the c ommun it ive kind . How she c an  chat t e r .  

ll o e sn ' t g ive you a ch ance t o  s ay ' how d o  you d.o? · but we d id 

g e t  in a handshake , and - -

ItNa.v S imp s o n .  y ou j us t  g e t  r ight in front and dr ive . 

I ' m  g o ing t o  s i t  beh ind and ge t acquaint ed with Mr .  Sterl ing. 

S imps on ' s neve r s o  happy as when he ' s  making s ome th ing go , 



are you , S imps on ! I was j us t  t e l l i ng It 
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" G ive me your s ui t c as e , S t e rl ing . "  S imps on int e rrupts . 

�ut I gue s s  that ' s  th e only way - - "Pl e nty o f  room here i n  frD� 

and it tu g ive your fe e t  a ch anc e . Straight h ome , Mo ther? " 

"Ye s , d e ar .  I think I ' ve at t end ed t o  e ve ry thing . Le t ' s  

s e e  �l ack s ewing s i lk , lIl'Bi+ and gtah�:r-fl onat , and e l e c t r i c  

l ight bulbs , an d  po s t age s t amps I gue s s  th at ' s  al l ,  unl ess 

You might d r ive around by Dr . S igourney ' s .  Grace has b e en 

re al s i ck , and i t  would be n ic e  -- I was in ye s t erday , but - -

j us t  t o  s e e how she i s  - - b ar e ful , S imps on ! The re ' s  a c ar  

behind - - Th e re , eve ryth ing ' s  c l e ar As I wa.s s ay ing ,  

Grac e  has b e e n  r e al s ick . l'h ey th ought i t  might be append i

c it is or s ome thing so she she ' d  h ave t o  have an ope r at i on , but 

she ' s  be t t e r  - - a l i t t l e  - - You neve r c an  t e ll r ' m  afraid. 

of the s e  o p e r at i ons l But she ' s  a l i tt l e  be t t e r , and 

out , S imps o n !  Th e re ' s a c ar on your l' ight l "  I c an ' t  help 

fe el ing - - It 

I supp o s e  she c an  ke e p  thi s  up ind e f in i t e ly ,  but one 

ne edn ' t  l i s t e n  t o  all of it , and -- So thi s 1s Elkt o n .  Qui et 

aft e r  -W ash i ngt on . Only a few pe ople b e s  ide s o urs e lves at the 

s t at i on . S omebody ge t t ing the mail bags , and one or t wo shook 

hands w ith o imps on wh i l e  I was l i s t e ning t o  h i s  mother - - at 
l e as t  I think they d id .  And n o \v thi s i s  Main S t re e t , with its 

Drug s t o re or t wo , i t i s gr o c e ry s t or e s , and -- ye s , t here ' s at 

l e as t  one de partment s t ore - - w i th qu i t e  a me t ropol i t an  w i ndow 

d i s pl ay  beh ind pl at e  g l as s . And a miDine rs -- ' Mi s s  Annie ' 

Look 



Jil.ore of a town than th e f irst impre s s i on ind icat ed . 'i're es along 

the stre et , an automobile s e rv i c e  and f illing station -- two 

o f  them l And t here ' s  t he postoffice . The mail is be ing taken 

in . Th e  ve ry c e nter o f  town - - a l arge bank build ing opposite 

th e p o s t office , and --

"-- d on ' t  you ,  Mr . Ste rl ing?" 

"YeI ,  Mrs. Klein - - I d o, indeed . "  Lord ! You c an e t l isen 

all the time -- or c an  you? " I  se e you have a very up-to-date 

pi cture the at er here . " 

"Yes , and there are pictures e ve ry n ight now , and - 

Look out fo r that stop sign , S i mpson I  Re ally s ince that auto

mobile factory was started up across the cre ek _ _ It 

" Automob ile factory , �m�eDI" 

"Yes , dear , or � aRio o r  battery factory or something like 

that - - �y way , since it s t arted t here ' s  be en quite a boom 

in E�aton . Ever so many people have mov e d  he r e , and- - - That ' s 

the Bugle office , Mr . Ste r l ing -- our daily p aper. It ' s  owned 

by M�s . Melvin , the mother o f  th e girl who wrote Al one in 

That book you know that - - It 

" We ' ve both read it, Mother . ll 

" She is sold the picture rights for " 

"We know all about that , Mother . It tells about it on 

the j acket . " 
It We II , Elkton is ve ry proud of her . And this is our 

new high school . We ' re qu ite proud of S'OIl new high s cho ol . 

" I  should think you t d  be proud of your church too. 
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l'hat ' s  as pre t ty a l i t t l e  s t one church as l i ve s e e n  in a l ong 

t ime . "  

II Isn ' t i t l And not s o  l ittl e e ithe r .  There ' s  r o om for 

eve rybody . I wouldn ' t  wonde r if we were the only t own of our 

s ize in the fIni ted S t at e s  that can e;et al ong with only one 

church - - for eve rybody . 1I 

"How do you manage i t ? " 

u W e l l  i t  happened by ac c ident at f i rs t .  Be f ore the war 

we had thr e e  churche s - - Bapt i s t , and Me th od i s t , and b ongre

gat i onal i st .  S o on aft e r  the war the B apt i s t church burned , 
l.i ongreg at ional. 

and we - - I was a B apt i s t -- we re inv ited to t o  us e theAevening 

hour of worship on :::lund ay .  But Oltr min i s te r  was an old man 

and the l o s s  o f  h i s  church was s uch a shock h i s  he al th f ail ed , 

and Dr . S ig ourney He l s  the b ongregat i onal mini s ter He 
l o oked aft e r b o th c ongregat i ons . Ji;verybody l oves him ,  and the 

pe o pl e  are al l fr iends and ne ighbors and pre t ty poor wi th the 

h igh pr i c e s and all . It j us t  d idn ' t  seem sens ible t o  build 

an o the r church -- E s pe c ial ly when th is one is  so l arge . �ven 

the two c o ngreg at ions d idn j t  f il.l i t . "  

"liut ho w d id you happe n t o  hav e s o  l arge a church? " 

IIMr s . Me l v in �he ' s  one th at ' s  the mo ther of Ethel 

.Me l v in ano. owns the Elkton .Hugl e , y o u know - - ;:;he ' bui l t it 
j us t  l ike a c ity church in memory of he r husband who d i ed when 

E the l was l ittl e . That i s  why it ' s  s t one and s o  l ove ly in 

every way. �he and Mrs . �cDougal who is ano th e r  widow and 

l ive s ne ar her on Melvin h i l l  in the edge of t own ,  are the 
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mil l i onaire s o f  Elkt on - �  our o nly v e ry r i ch pe o pl e . " 
"Ho w  d id th e  Me th od i s t s  happe n  t o  j o in yo u? " 

Il -!.'b e ir church burned t o o , .l\ll.r .  tl t e r l ing about s ix 
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months aft e r  ours d id .  it t urned out that both f i r e s  were s t att
ed by an ex- s e rv i c e  man who l o s t  h i s  re l ie i on in the war and 
hat e d  al l churche s . He t r i e d  t o  burn the � ongreg at ional church 

t o o . but was c aught at i t  and the f i re put out . .k) o th\� the o ther 

church e s  were wo od , and we nt l ike s o  �uch pape r .  � e i ne s t one 

was al l that s aved th i s  one . �'he jle.�l!l Q d i s t S i d!hdn i t  l ike the fr 

min i s t e r , and it was a smal l church any way , and they d idn ' t  

want t o  build , and Dr . b ig o urney i s  s o  wonderful , any way 

"He re you are , �othe r !  How l ong y ou want to s t ay? 1 1 11 
dr ive aro und -- uh o w  S t e r l ing the suburbs . "  

he d o e s n ' t make any move t o  o �en the d oo r  for her , 1 ' 11 

" L e t  me he l p  you , Mrs . hl e in·/ II .tie r lJX . b ig ourney has a 
pl e as ant home ,  i f  this i s  whe r e  he l ive s .  vIa f ashi one d whi t e  

hous e in a b ig y ard 

"How l ong l d you s ay ,  .lWlo th e r? " 

"!l o t  a s e c ond ove r t e n  m�nute s , dti.B,J'. en 

� � ome on in front , b t e r l ing . 1 1 11 pit ch the s e  suit c as e s  

in behind . ·t 

lI}l o t  a s e c ond over t eh::1 minut e s , b imps o n !  she warns . 

u !'I o t  a s e c ond und e r  hal f  an hour , II h e l aughe s as the c ar  

r ol l s out o f  h e r  h e ar ing . H e  e v ide nt ly knows h i s  mo ther . 

" I ' m  g rime t o  show you the h ome of Mi s s  Ethe l  Mel v in , S t e rl ing 

th e dwel l ing pl ac e o f  t he author of Al one in the Dark . And if 

l:uc.k - i:s with .us 



luck i s  w i th us we may ge t a wo rd w1th the l ady he r s e l f .  II 

"You don ' t  me an t o  l o s e  any t ime , appare ntly ._ " 
"You bet I don ' t . "  

He wo uldn ' t ,  o f  c ours e . Pe rs onally - - I ' d as s o on wait 

a b i t . Ge t my b e ar ings . R o s e mary -- Ethel Mel v in . I mu� t  

th ink o f  h e r  as E thel Melvin , or I 11 be mi s - s pe aking mys e l f . 

Th i s  is whe re she ' s has grown up . We ll , it ' s a pl e as ant l it tl e  

t own mus t  be be au t i f ully shady whe n the l e ave s c ome - out - -

and the gras s  i s  alre ady showing gre en . W e l l - kept lawns , we ll

ke pt s t re e t s -- I: ,wonde r how she g o t  here - - and how :AIrs .  

Me lvin , the Mill i onaire g o t  he r .  I wish my he art d idn ' t  p ound 

s o . and 

" That f s the hous e . S t e r l ing - - ltp o n  that hill . Melvin 
Hil l . And that · s the M.c.i)ougal hous e j us t  beyond it 

• • • I 

the home 

o f  Kent McDougal , my r ival . They ' re the two f ine s t  hous es in 

e lk t on .  And McDougal. Park i s  ove r beyond Me lvin Hill . .-when 

Mrs . Me l v in bui l t  the church , Mrs . Mcd oug al  d idn t t  want t o  be 

o ut done , s o  she g ive the park t o  the c i ty in memory of her 

husband . It ' s  our mo s t  papul ar p i c n i c  ground . Has a n i c e  

l it t l e s t re am running through i t , but it t s mo s tly j us t  wo o d s . 

Th i s  wind ing dr ive i s  a Mel v in-McDoug al  pr ivat e  entrance t o  

the gr ound s that be l ong w i th the t HO house s .  Nobody knows 

where the Me l v in prope rty ends and th e Mc�ouga1 property beg ins � 

Lucky l it t l e�thel Me lv in ! Vthat a l ovely pl ac e -- My 

Go d , i f  o nly I c oul d h ave known l There ' s an ar i s t ocrat i c  

al o ofne s s  about the s e  two h ome s - - o f  the t won , but n o t  qui t e  

,....._ 



in i t . 1 - -

" Th e re ' s  the d r ag on , now ! Working i n  her f l owe r-beds . 
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She t s  nut ty about fl owe r s . "  He ' s  dr iv ing by the hous e , ar ound 

the dr ive that c i r c l e s  the Me lv in g arden . And she ' s  l o ok ing 

up , wat ch ing us as we s t op opp o s i t e he r .  Small , s l end er , aI-

i s t oc rat i c , and c o ld as c ol d  as a wint e r  mo rning ! 

S imps on i s  out o f  the c ar ,  appr o ach i ng her . "How do you 

do , Mr s .  Me lvin? " . She d o e s n ' t  appe ar to s e e  the c ord i al hand 

he extends t o  he r - - and he w�ve s it with a fl our i sh of fr i e nd

l ine s s  in l i eu of a handshake . He ' s  not e asy to rebuff . " 

"How d o you d o , S imps on . " No r i s ing infl e c t i on .  And her 

t one impl i e s , " wh at p o s s ibl e bus ine s s  c an YOH h ave with me or 

w i th mine ? " 

" I  h ave a f r i e nd he re , Mrs . Me l v in - - a psych olog ist , 

wh o i s  very much impr e s s ed wi th E th e l ' s  novel . "  Ah ,  he ' s g o ing 

t o  us e me in th e eme rge ncy - - I ' ll g e t  out - - "He ' s int e r e s t ed 

in the psychol ogy of it , and I ' ve brough h im around . He ' s  from 

W ash ingt on . May 1 introduc e  Mr . S t e r l ing , Mrs . Me lvin? '· 

IIHow d o  you d o , Mr . S t e rl ing ? "  D i s t ant , but not qui t e  so 
r .  , , 

L)"-,;-, .. f ( " ; : - / � 
c o ld . Evide ntly a psy ch o l og i st , l i nt e ie s t e d  in E th e l ' s  work is 

/ 1. 
f ar mo re t o l e r able th an S imps on Kl e in .  "Y o u  are a psychol ogis t ?" 

II Of a s ort , Mr s . Me lvin . I ' m  t reme nd o usly int e re s t e d  in 

M i s s  Me lvin ' s  s t o ry .  In f e  .. c t  I ' ve never re ad anyth ing th at has 

mad e q u i t e  so profound an impr e s s ion on me . I ' (l l ike t o  know 

s ome th ing about he r  methods o f  work i f  it  i s n i t  asking t o o 

much _ _ 
II 



liMy d augh t e r  i s  v e ry busy , Mr . St erl I ng . "  

" She mus t  be , o f  c ours e .  Perh aps .Lf s he is t oo 

busy t o  be inte rrup t e d  Woul d  y ou be w i l l ing t o  g ive me an 

int e rv i ew? You c ould n o  doubt tell me a g r e at d e al about her 

b o ok , and h e r  wr i t ing . S imps o n  and I h ave j us t  re ache d t o wn 

and we ' ve dr iven around t o  inquire h o p ing that we might 

make an appo intment _ _ Ii S imps o n ' s  w o r r i e d , but - - \i i th a 

woman ' o f  th i s  type the ibe s s  you ask the mo re you ' re l ike l y  t o  

g e t . " C o ul d  you g 1ve me a 1 1 t tl e  t ime - - s ome d �' s o on? " 
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U E thel has h e r  o f f i c e , b e r  workshop , down t own - - whe re 

she i s  neve r d i s t urbe d . Even I mys e l f  h ave neve r been ins ide 

i t . 1I Mr s • .l\Ilelvin i s  t hr i l l e d  " She ' s ve ry t emper amental , 

Mr . S t e rl ing , and s imply c anno t  work whe r e  inte rrup t i ons ar e  

po s s ible . But she ' s us ually a t  home t o  he r fr i e nd s  in the 

l at e  aft e rno ons . If y ou ' d  c ar e  to c ome t omo rrow at s ay  

four - th irty o r  f ive - - Th e re are l ike ly t o  be a g o od many 
othe r s . Pe opl e  mot or f r om JJe t r o it and - - all ove r the c ountry 

f or that mat t e r ,  but - - J..f y o u  c are t o  c ome - - " 

" Th at ' s  ve ry g o o d  o f  you . II 

IIY e s ,  inde e d , thanks ! "  S imps o n ' s  inc lud ing h ims e l f .  

" We ' ll be ar ound t omo r r ow - - a t  four- thirty . 1I 

She eye s h im c ol d ly . How g l adly she would l e ave h im 
out l He r we lc ome i s  f o r  the psych o l og i s t  f r i e nd from Wash i ng

t on wh o i s  inte re s t e d  in h e r  d augh t e r ' s  wo rk . It ' s  a r e l i e f  

t o  b e  back i n  the c ar .  T o  b e  c o as t ing d own Me� v in hill 8�d 

out int o the main r o ad that w inds b ac k  t o  t own . 

: 



"You c an  s ee what I ' m  up ag ains t , St e r l ing ! " Poor 

S imps on ! 
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" I  th ink we c an  manage her ,  Simps on . Unl e s s  I ' m  very 

much mist a.ken one must cult ivat e the daught er by first cult i

vat ing the mothe r . " 

" I  don ' t  g ive a d arn for the mother .  Isn ' t  she a 

fro s t ' ·'  

" She ' s  int e re s t ing . I wonder -- It t s  j ust an impress i on ,  

but I wonde r if she has n ' t proj e c t ed her pers ona int o th e g irl . "  

"Me aning what? "  

" That she has no role o f  he r own , no pers onal ity that 

she ' s  aware of,  n o  out e r  l ife at all exc e pt through her d augh

�er(� I' It ' s  a fairly pathol og i c al cond it ion . Often happens 

whe re there ' s  an only child , and It me ane that t o  t ake. 

tee daught e r  away from her would all but d e s troy her . " 

" Then she ' d  be t t  r pre are t o  be d e s troyed . "  
J ..>--c. ' )  �YOu ' d  be tter ste p on it . It ' s  been c ons iderably over 

ten minute s . "  

'· Oh you needn ' t  worry about .IlI1o th er - - here we are . any 
way , and i f  she ' s  ready in ten minute s  from now i t ' ll be a 

wonde r . "  

"Her s ick fr iend is the d aughte r  of your pas t or? " 

"Wife . 'l'hey h ave no duaghters , only s on s . Two of ' em .  

One a l i ttle older than + am - - works i n  th e bank . 'J.'he younger 

one ' s  in c ollege . Here ' s  mother -- at l as t � n  

II I st ayed l onge r than 1. meant . n She apologize s . "Gr ace 
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i s  much bet t e r  - - s imply wouldn ' t  l e t  me c ome away . Had t o  

t e l l  me al l  ab out He nry ' s  new c ar .  It ' s  a - - n o  - - I ' m not 

s ure wh at she s aid the make was , but any W83 · t l 1 S r e d  - - b r ight 

red i Imag ine i t ! For a mini s t e r ' s  s o n ! She ' s  s o t r i ed w i th 

h im f o r  ge t t ing it iNh i l e  she was s i ck and c o uldn ' t  help him 

p i c k  i t  o ut . And she th inks i t ' s  e xt r av ag ant any way . And I 

should rathe r th ink i t  i s . He ' s  had two - - n o  - - l ' m  n o t  s ure 

whe th e r  it ' s  t wo or thre e new c ars s in c e th e war . and _ _  M 

" Tho s e  s u i t c as e s  in your way , �o tb er? " 
"No , de ar .  .N o t  at all . I ' l l j us t  put my fe e t  thi s  s ide 

o f  them . It ' s al l  r ight . And you c an  d r iv e  home now , S imps on . 

I d e c l are i f  i t  i s n ' t h al f  pas t t we lve alr e ady - - and � t old 

� ora d inne r at one . W e ' d  be t t e r  hurry a l i t t l e  de ar - - � o t  

t o o  f ast ! S imps o n  1 C are ful ! "  

He ' s  anyth ing but c are ful ! h
1
hat I s he t ry ing t o  d o ?  

eutt ing c orners - - bar e l y  mi s s ing - l amp po s t s  - - s c at te r ing 

pede s t r i ans l ike ch i cke n s ! If he want s t o  fr ight e n  her int o 

s il e n c e  he ' s  s uc c e ed ing all r ight . H.e ought t o  be - - But 

th i s  mus t  be th e pl ac e  -- much l ike the other home s of � l k t o n .  

l..arge yard w i th t re e s  - - h ammo c ks and benche s  promis ing Spr ing 

and summe r . l..arge whi t e  hous e w ith gre en bl inds . An ampl e 

porch ac r o s s  the e nt i re front w i th h ammoc;j s wings at e i ther 

e nd and nume rous arm chairs be t we en -- l o oks used and home l ike . 

" Y ou t ake Ar . �t e r ling t o  h i s  ro o::ns . S imp s on . S e e  th at 

he l s  c omfor t abl e . D inne r ' l l be in ab out t we nty minutes . "  

Ins id e  - - The h o us e i s  o l d  fas h i o ne d � �  c ol o n i eJ. . Hall 

d own the : c e nt e r  from front t o  b ac k  with s t a i r way wh i t e  b an i s t er 



and magonany f in i sh rail . L iv ing r o oms JU[ both l' ight and l eft 

d i n ing r o om and k i t che n mus t be beh ind . Four l arge r ooms 
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on t he f i r s t  fl o o r , furn i shed in mahogany - - or mahogany f i n ish . 

Twe nt i e th c e ntury an t i q ue s , but the e ffe c t  is g o od . G e t s  more 

genu inely o l dfash i oned as you- as c,end the s t airs int o a reg i on 

o f  hairc l o tn upliol stry and rag rug s . And he re ' s  my third fl o or !  

" We ' ll h ave i t  all our own way up, here , S t e rl ing .  My 
r o om ' s ac ro s s  the hall . Here ' s  your d igg in ' s . "  

"All th i s  for thirty a month ! II Two be aut i ful s unny r o oms , 

furn i shed W e ll it l o oks as though the re furni shing of the 

the f i r s t  fl o o r  had pushed much that is worn' and c omfortable 

and fr i endly l o oking t oward. the t op of t he hous e . P i c tur e s  

The 6hall e nge - - The S anc t uary Was hingt on C r o s s ing the 

D e l aware - - The bath r o om was und oubt edly once a bedr o om - -

in th e g o od old p io n e e r  days whe n  you t o ok a bath on S atu�day 

night in a bucke t o r  a l aundry t ub -- o the rwi s e  it would harQly 
be s o  ro omy or s o  mode rn . And - - if h e r e  i s n ' t a b al c ony o f f  

my s it t ing r o om .  Large e nough for a s l e e p ing porchl 

"Make yours e l f  at h ome , won ' t you , S t e rl ing . " 

IIthank you , .. & imp s o n , 1. 

c aut i on h im about. ke ep ing my 

- - insult ing . " I ' l l s e e  you 

will , and _ _  " 

c onf ide nc e . 

at dinne r . .. 

" No - -

It would 

He t s g one 

I won ' t  

s e em r ather 

- - ac r oss 

the hall to his ro om I c ould s t ill c aut i o n  him - - I c ert a inly 

d on ' t c are t o  have all the s e  pe opl e know that I ' ve been an 

inmat e o f  an ins ane asyl um ,  but -- Surely he t ll h ave the d e l 

i c acy t o  ke e p  s uch a c on f idenc e l And i f  h e  has n ' t  - - Vt e ll , 
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i f  be h as n ' t he ' ll t e ll any way . The d ign i f ied c ours e i s  t o  

s ay nothing about i t , but - -

69 

There he g o e s  now -- whi s tl ing d o wn the s t airs . e imp s on , 
the gwnpt i o n  

y o u  ��x� t o  hold your t ongue ? 

I ' ve j us t  t ime t o  wash up - - make my s e l f pre s e nt abl e . 

I h ave a pl e as ant s e n s e  o f  adventure . w ith j us t  a t ouch of 
ne rvousne s s . I mus t  re ad Main S t r e e t . I want to make fr i e nds 

w i th the Main S t re e t e r s  -- al l the d ifferent k inds o f  them • •  

If they t re s t upid , and c ompl ace nt - - 1 wond er i f  they are? I 
wonde r  t o o  i f  anybody i s  re al ly bahal . Are n ' t  the banal p e ople 

me rely the pe opl e you f ai l  to get at ? Abu c ircuit is bound 

t o  be de ad unl e s s  you make the c orre c t  c ont ac t s . The r e ought 
t o  be mat e r i al  for fri e ndship in any human be ing - - s ome w� 
o f  h o ok ing up - -

lhere are thre e ways o f  c ul t ivat ing fr i e ndsh i p  - - only 

thre e . You and your fr i e na mus t  think t og e the r , or feel t o

g e the r ,  o r  act togethe r .  Iii yhe pellfe c t  fr i e ndship you ' d  do 

all thre e  - - o r  at l e as t  t wo . But no fr i end sh ip i s  hopel e s s  

i f  you c an  do one suc c e s s fully . The th inking types will want 
you t o  th ink w i th them 

type s ,  wh o d on t t th ink 

as I d id with Markus . Th e  fe e l ing 

lIIlrs Kle in , unl e s s  I ' m  much mis t aken 

W i th her you * d  e i the r  have to share i n  s ome c ommon emot i o n  or 
s ome c ommon o c c up at i on . :N'o wond er I ' m nervous ! Thi s  tabernac l e  

o f  ove r l apping fr i e nd s h i ps whi ch my s oul c r ave s 

bu i l d  it w ith re inforc e d  c oncre t e , now - -
I f  I c ould. 

Ab ,  I he ar a s ound o f  d inne r ch ime s - - where ' s  l!IJl c o at ?  
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The odor o f  bro iled be e fs t e ak , and - - I be l i eve it ' s  g ingerbread l  

And s ome pe ople obj e c t  t o  the odor o f  kit chen operat i o ns !  

The d ining room appe ars t o  be her e  on the l e ft ,  beyond thi s  

l iv ing room. Some thing r athe r wonderful abo ut be ing in a real 

home l Mrs . Kl e in i s  wai t ing at the h e ad of the t able - - t o  

introduc e  me - -

" Th i s  is Mr • •  - St e rl ing . folks . Mr . Sterl ing this is 

.Mr . We av e r  Mr . Harola W e ave r of the Bugle , and .Mrs . We aver ; 

Mis s  Eds OG ,  and ais s  Ol ive Ed s on who has j us t finished high 

s ch o ol ; Mr . Ed Harri s , a ris ing young banker j us t  out of 
C olumbia Unive r s i ty ;  And aias Harr i s on who h as  t aL�ht in 

our Elkt on s chools for ne arly forty ye ars ; The¥tre all del ight ed 

to we l c ome a new member of the f amily . 

Horribly awkward t o  me et s o  many pe opl e at onc e , but - 

M I ' m  more than del ighted t o  be a memb e r  of the family ,  Mrs . 

Kl e in .  It ' s  go ing t o  b e  a gre at pl e as u.re ·. � o  �ond e r  i f  that 

was the r ight thing t o  s ay .  It ' s  the truth , and - - A s or t of 
murmur o f  gre e t ing and we all s it down . S il ence . Pos s ibly 

f imag ine it , but - - is there a subt l e  cur i o s ity , a certain 

unnatural re st raint? � imp s on t s  been t alking ! I f e el i t . 

Re t s  been dr amat i z i ng me - - g iv ingh i s  friend what i s  known in 

t he newspaper world as ' ne ws _  v al ue ' ! �atur ally - - he would . 

One c onfide s in � imps on Kl e in at h i s  own r i sk , and has only 

h ims e l f  t o  bl ame - - But ! wond e r  what he t s  t old theml I 

s e em t o  smell the i r  curios ity as d is t inctly as I smell the 

g inge r  bre ad ,  and - - Is the r e  a b i t  o f  fe ar mixed with i t ?  



They ' re e at ing the ir s oup w i th o ut c onve r s at i o n . "':"0 they im

ag ine they are s i t t ing at table w i th a mani ac ,  who may at 

any moment be c ome v i o l ent? �aybe S imps on ' s mous e won ' t  b e  

s O wel c ome aft e r  all l  
1 ) 

II Whe re ' s S imp s on ,  Mrs . Kl e in? It ' s  Mi s s  ttarr is on , the 

mo the rly s chool t e ache r who has t ac t  t o  bre ak the s il ence . 

" I ' ve b e e n  he ar ing about him , but h aven I t s e  e n  him. " 

" Uh he ' s  l at e  as unual . We neve r wait for � imps on i n  

th i s  hous e . " 

" I should s ay  not , Mother ! Hell o. folks ! Ge e , but its 

gre at to be h ome l ll 

.l:iow they all chat t e r at h im as he bre e z e s  in and s i ts 

down at the t able and beg ins on his s oup ! " How ' s  the the at

r i c al world? " IIHow ' d  you l e ave the pre s ident? " "how l ong 
B ant e r .  

you g o ing t o  b e  h ome? 1I � They d on ' t t ake him s e r i o usly . He ' s  

noth i ng but a j oke - - amus ing t o  them . 

Exc e pt h i s  mo the r .  She t ake s him s e r i ously enough .  

" S imps on ,  ho w l ong a v ac at i on d o  you have , d e ar? 1I 

II Uh - - 1 d on ' t kno w .  c.; oupl e 0 ' months a;nyway .- - r_sy

be al l  summe r . II . 

' That make s h e r  sus p i c ious . " S cilmp s on , you haven ' t b e e n  

f i r e d  o r  anyth ing, h ave you? " q,ue er que s t i o n t o  ask be f o r e  

all the se - -

" Fired 1 Me? Well . I sho uld s ay not ! II 

" S imp s on i " The younge r  Mis s Ed s on - - Mi ss Vl ive , j us t  
-

o ut o f  liigh s chool -- .k're t t y  and fl appe r i sh - - li lt mus t  be 
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perfe c t ly g o rge o us t o  be on the s t age ! Isn ' t  i t ? " 

" Oh it i s ! You ' ve n o  ide a !  It ' s  a marv el ous l i f e l 'l 
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H i s  mo ther g r o ws incre as ingly s u s p i c i ous - - and puzzl ed .  
" S imp s on s ays you know al l  about psycho analys is , Mr . ti t er' l ing . 

lie s ays you ' ve be e n  psychoanalyz ing him. It 

n es imp s on exagg e r at e s , Mrs . Kl e in . "  

II It ' s  p e r fe c t ly wond e rful ! II Mi s s  Ul ive jj;ds on g iggl e s  - 

but she t s cut e . " J us t  marvel ous 1 W e  I ve al l  he ard a l o t  about 

psychoanalys i s , but we ' v e neve r had any of it in th is t own 

b e f ore - - neve r !  W e  want t o  know all about it ! Vi ill y o u.  t el l  

us? " 

Th at � imps on ! If I c ould g e t  my hand s  on h im !  Has he 

t o ld the t o wn in f i ft e e n  minut e s ? But 1 mus t  h ang on t o  my 
s e n s e  o f  humor !  "wh at d o  you want t o  know about psychoanal

ys i s , M i s s  O l ive ? "  

" Oh al l  about it ! Is it as pe rfe c t l y  awful as they s ay  

i t  i s ? " 

" l  d on ' t  know. Vv hat d o  they s ay  about it? " 

M Oh all s ort s o f  thi ng s  � They s B3  _
_ It 

" � ow s i s t e r  - - " The e l d e r  M i s s  � d s on . swe e t ly pr im. 

It I think you ' re ge t t ing beyond your d e pth - - qui t e  beyond. 

your d e pth l " 

That g e t s  a l augh . E v i d e n t ly p s y cho an alys i s  ' c onnot es 

n o th i ng but s ex ne r e . I mu s t - - " A  gre at many p e o pl e h ave 

g one h o pe l e s s ly beyond the ir d e pth on the subj e c t  of psycho

analys i s , Mi s s  ,l:!;ds o n .  '�b e re I s hardl y  a s ubj e ct about wh i ch 
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i� o many unfortun at e  impre s s  ions - - s o  much h al f-kno wl edge , 

with unj us t i fj able and v i o l ent prej ud i c e . Analys is i s  a s ort 

of psychol og i c al surge ry .  At wo r s t , in the hands of an un

skilled ope r at o r ,  i t 1 s  e xc e e d ingly d ange rous ; at be s t  i t  

t e ache s you t o  und e r s t and yours e l f . " 

" .It ' s  p e r fe c tly wond e r ful , but - - what l ' d  l ike t o  

know i s  i s  unde r s t and ing your s e l f  s o  perfec tly t e rr ibl e  

as they s ay it i s ? " :;�.) j .,., .. \.r'" " "--" 
" That de pends

,.., 
l f  yo u ' v e been in th e habit o f  admi r ing 

yours e l f ,  bel ieving yours e l f t o  be ve ry Bup e r i or to the or

d inary run o f  human be ing s , the t ruth i s  c e r t ain t o  be pain

ful - - e ve n  shocking . But i f  you · ve always undervalued y o ur

s e l f ,  fe l t  infe r i o r  t o  o th e r  pe o ple , t.he t ruth may be a r evel

at ion - - an ins p i r ing exp e r ie nce . "  

" That s e ems t o  imply that be l ow the surfac e  we ' r e  all 

much al ike . .. 

"We are , Mi s s  Harris o n . "  The s ch o ol t e ach er i s  very 

much o f  a re al pe rs on "Vie are pot ent ially al ike . - - both 
k ind and cruel , hone s t  and d i shone s t , wis e and f o o l ish , 

s p i r i  t uaJ. and c arnal , indus t r i o us and ind ol e nt . Every one 
o f  us i s  b orn w ith a c ompl e t e  s e t  o f  human p o s s ibil i t i e s , Rl1d 

wh at e ve r  we d o n ' t exhibit out wardl y  i s  bur i ed inwardly . ThaI' 

pers on a , th e o ut e r  mask we we ar i s  cre at e d  by the l i t t l e  c ol

l e c t i on of c ommon human t r ai t s  that we cho o s e  ind ividually , 

and br ing up int o c on s c i ou s ne s s , deve l op and we ar for t he 

world t o  s e e . lt 

. king ,t o o ,�h -� 

?3 

\t 

-
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I ' m t alk ing t o o  much but I ' ve c ome out f airly well --

c ons ide r ing . By s pe ak ing up with no appare nt embarras sment 

perh aps I ' ve pl ac e d  mys e l f  in as fav o r abl e a l ight as po ss i

bl e .  They c an s e e  th e re ' s noth ing que e r  or s in i s t e r  about 

the mouse S imp s on ' s  brought home - - the mous e that ' s pre s en tly 

t o  appe ar as Ethel Me lvin ' s br othe r .  I mus t  be c are ful though . 

Not be a d i sgrac e  t o  her , o r  an embarras sment . 

"What do you think of behav i o r i sm , Mr . S t e r l ing? " The 

C o lumb i a  Unive rs ity man Ed H arr is - - "We he ar noth ing 

but behav i o r i sm at C olumb i a . " 

" The re appe ar t o  be two k i nd s  of behaviorists , thos e who 
are making a s c ienc e o f  . it , and tho s e  who ar e making a rel i

g i on o f  i t . " 

"A re l ig i on? " 

" Exac tly . A re al s c ient i s t  i s  o ut t o  d i s c ove r  the t ruth , 

n o  mat t er wh at it i s  - - never t o  pr ove s o� thing whether it ' s 

s o  o r  not . Ii  A fanat ic i s  never s c ient i f i c  he t s s imply a man 

who s e  rel igion i s  o ut o f  order . And s ome of the behavi or ists 

are rab idly fanat ic . " 

"But pl e ase t e l l  me , Mr . S t e r l ing j/j,i s s  Harr i s on ,  

the t e ache r  once mo re " How i s  a l ayman t o  know whe ther th efe 
new i d e as are s c i e nc e  or f anat i c i sm? How can we t e ll wh at t o  

b e  int e r e s t e d  in and what to igno re ? " 

It W- we l l  Pe rs onal ly ,  I ' ve a d i s t rus t  o f  the t s c i ent is � 

wh o t alks s o  l oud i t ' s hard t o  he ar anyone el s e , /iho is sur e  

that h e  al one is r ight , and he wh o d iffe r e s i s  a fo ol . Our 
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r e al scientists are a quie t ,  O<m'tI!'€Ii!'1fE'lf5ive , hard-Working! bun�h . 
and the one thing they know be s t  is how l ittle they know. " 

" T hat puts s ome o f  the be havioris t s  in their place aJ.� 
right , '! s ays Ed H arr i s . uYou ' d  think · that nobody eve r kne w  

anything about human psyc hol ogy unt il th ey s t ar t e d  it 1 " But 
Mr . 

they ' re doing s ome int e r e s t ing things ,' S t e rl ing . "  

" C e rt a inly the y  are . The only quarrel I have with them 
, it 

i s  that they call ��x� psychology ; j us t  as the only 

quarrel I hav e  wi tb the b hris t i an  S c i entist s is that they 

call it ' s c i enc e ' - - which it is not, and never can be. By 
the ir very name , the � hrist i an ' sts antag onize s omething they 

don ' t  unde rstand, but de pend upon quite as much as the re s t  

o f  us do. It not only make s ' t hem app e ar  ignorant , but it puts 

, them in the position of b i t ing the hand that fe eds them . I 

hope I ' m not - - Are any o f  you (; hr i s tian S c i entists ? "  

".My s ixte r  is. " 

"Ye s . "  The e ld er Mis s Edson i s  s pe aking swee tly to s how 

there ' s no hard fe e ling . T o o  bad . I s houldn ' t -- ' " Some day 

_ - I ' d  like t o  expl ain, Mr . S t e rling . I don ' t  like t o  have 

you think we bite the harl�t t hat f e e d s  us. " 

" Th at wa� a figure o f  s p e e c h, ais s  E d s on " But good 

l ord, I c ant retract - - II I want e d  to ' sugge st that s c i e n c e  and. 

I't: l  igion are incommens urable, and s hould be kept apart . By 

us ing the word scie nc e  your rel igion is de prec iating - - actu

ally s l ighting re al s c i e nc e . And t he be havioris t s  are d epre

c iating real p s ychology in pl'ec i s e ly the s aIne wq - - prac tical 
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intuit ive psy chology , wh i ch they c an ' t  l ive w i thout � mor e  

t h an  th e �hri s t i an  S c i ent i s ts c an  l ive without re al s c i e nc e .  

You c an ' t be a g o od husband , o r  wife , o r  parent , or t e �cher , 

or �� , or human be ing ,  wi thout p�e c i s e ly the psychology 

that the behav i or i s t s  are f ight i ng and fanat i c al ly d e pr e c i at i �  

Psychol ogy i s  as big a s  l i f e  i t s e l f ,  an d  s c i ence and r e l ig i on . 
and mar r i ag e  and bus ine s s  

and e duc at i onJ\and industry are i t s  var i o us departments . -

How dre adfumly instruc t ive I s ould ! I ' m not go ing t o  

s ay  another word . Ins t ruc t ing o th e rs be fore .L ' ve l earned to 

put the berr i e s  i n  my own o atme al l  I wond e r  i f  � imps on t old 

them th at dre am of mine l Anyway - - What ever he t old them 

I have t o  admit they ' re re s pe c t ful t o  the p oint of d e fer-

e nc e l N obody e ve ry l i s t e n e d  to me sO d e f e r e nt i al l y  be f or� . 

Ah ,  we ' re thr ough t o  the l as t  crumb o f  that d e l i c i ous 

g inge rbre ad .  Le av i ng the t abl e - -

I'Mothe r ,  Ina¥ .  J. have the c ar th i s  aft e rnoon? " 

" If J im ge t s  back with it , S imps on . I l e t  h im have it 

for the aft e rn o on , though�. He ' s  go ing by John Moore ' s  f or 

but t e r  and egg s , and - - It 

" G o od n ight 1 He won ' t be back Gue s s l:.';Il f ia up the 
she 

l t t l e  old mot orcyc l e . Is xx in the bas eme nt yet? " 

" Y e s , tl e�:j' obut - - Y ou know it was out of order . I 

d on ' t be l i eve you c an  make i t  g o . "  

The famil y  i s  me l t ing away - - eve rybody t o  h is own int er

e s t s . I might go out w ith � imps on and help h im w i th h i s  mo t or 

cyc l e . but - - Aft e r  this he art y  mid- d ay  me al how ove rpower-



? ?  

ingly s l e epy I am I  I f  d inne r i n  the midd l e  o f  the d ay  i s  

the cust om he re ± wond e r how the s e  pe o p l e  k e ep awake i n  the 

afte rno on - - s ay no thing of working ! It ' s up the s t airs 
for me � Gl ad the s e  r o oms are s o  home l j. ke . �t onde r 1t:t th� 

bed Pre t ty g o od as be ds go • And aft e r  a n ight o n  the 

s l e ep e r  .!S e t t e r  t ake o ff my s ho e s  

w omfort able . H ow l ike a dre am re ali ty c an  be ! He re J. 

am Elkton , �i chigan Ltos emary , my l i t t l e " r o s emany - -

E th el JlII.elvin t o  al l  the s e  pe opl e  i l ll s e e he r t omorrow. 

T omorro w .  Eut .L mus t  go s l owly .  My t abe rnac l e  -- the 

be rrie s - - in the o atme al --

Me r c i ful he ave n s , wh at a r ac ke t ! " The s ound o f  bat t l e  - 

�ut 11,0 . It ' s  E) imps o n l s  mo t orcyc l e . JoJe afe n ing - - but expl os i_ ,  

s put t e r ing and unst e ady . Eng ine t ro ubl e ! N o  mo r e s l e e p  f or 

anybody within h al f  a mil e . 

Be t t e r  unpack , any way - - g e t  s e t t led . Not much t o  

R e t t I e  t ill 1 s e nd f o r  my t runk , howe Ye r - - v l o th e s  i n  the , 
c l o s e t , writ ing mat e r ial , che ck b o ok ' e t c . i n  this t able 

d r awe r , jn � � , by �thel Me lvin ,  ?n th e t able , 

t o i l e t  art i c l e s in th e bath ro om , b .  V . lJ � s  e t c . in the dl' e s s er 

drawe r s  The re - -

.L s  s ome one knock ing? Hardly auq..ible above the roar of 

.i::i imp�on i s  mo t o r , but - - ' " Gh .  c ome in , , �rs . !\.l e in . "  Odd. to 
have a woman c oming in - - but pl e as ant . The f in i n ine atmos

ph e re - -

Alone 



" Are you c omfo rt abl e , Mr . Ste rl ing? tl ave you every thing 

y o u  ne e d? "  

.. I ' m  mor e  than c omfo r t abl e ,  .llilrs .  Kl e in .  he ally - - �his 

i s  the f i r s t  woman-mad e home that I ' ve known s ince � was a b oy 
o f  fourt e e n  - - s inc e my mo th er d i e d . 1I 

n Oh _
_ 

I hope n �o i s ture in her eyes . �he ' s  t ouched 

" I  hope you ' ll fe e l  re al ly at home . " 
II I ' m sure I shall . " on l t y o u  s i t  down , lViI's . �l e in'? " 

�he ' s  a pre tty woman , d re s s e d at t r ac t i ve ly in an out f i t  that ' s  

n e i th e r  t o o  imprac t i c al t o  we Rr in th e k i t chen not t oo prac t i ci. 

t o  we ar anywhere e l s e .  And she ' s g o i ng t o  s it d o wn - - want t o  

t alk .  � wonde r w� at - -

II I want t o  t alk  w i  th y o u  - - about b imps on ,  .oo.r . :::it e r l ing . " 

tle ave n h e l p  me , I d on ' t want t o  d i scuss b imps on with b imps on ' s 

mo th er l I -- "He s aid you h ad psychoanalyz e d  h im .  o aid you 

r e ad him l ike pr int , and I - - I want t o  know wh at you make 

o f  h im } II 
li As 1 s ai d  be fore , Mrs .  Ale i n , o imps on e xagg er at es . I 

have n ' t  psycho analyz e d  him , and while  1 th ink 1 unders t and him 

t o  s ome e xt ent " 
II I don ' t - - not at al l . He ' s l ike h i s  fathe r , and l ' ve 

neve r und e r s t o o d  e i the r of them . " 

".ti.ow old was "" imps on when h i s  fathe r d i ed? 1I if 1 c an  

g e t  h e r  t o  t alk ing ab out her hus uand pe rhaps - -
"rt i s  father ; is n ' t  de ad ,  Mr . bt e rl ing .  lie ' s j us t  a I'o l l ing 

s t one . He ' s  neve r  b e e n  any good t o  us , and h e ll , � ' ve tri ed 
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Eng ine t roubl e ! No mo r e  s l e e p  for anybody within half a mil e .  



t o  make s ome thine o f  � imps on , but I d o n  I t know I ' d  
l ike t o  know what y ou s e e  in h im'� Why are you h i s  fr i e nd? " 

liRe int e re s t s  me . .I. l ike h im .  II 
U The n y,? u mus t s e e  s omet hing in him .  What . d o  you s e e ? " 

" A.  type . A ve ry ext re me type . " I c an  d i s cuss � imps on · .s  

type without d i s c uss ing ° imps on hims el f .  " .l.n our psychol ogy 

we c all pe o pl e  o f  h i s  type int u i t ive extravert s ,  but i t  might 

me an mo re t o  you i f  we s aid he was the e nt e rpr i s ing type . " 

u Inde e d  I d on ' t think he ' s  ent e rpris ing !  lie d o e s n ' t  

s t i ck to anything l ong e nough t o  J!:nte r pr i s ing pe ople make 

s ome thing o f  thems e l ve s l He neve r make s anything but a no i s e !  

J us t  l i s t e n  t o  h im l ' Th at mot orcy c l e  

pe o pl e  f i n i sh what they s t art 1 "  

" Only wh en the i r  e nt e rpr i s e  i s  c ombi ne d  w i th a well de� 

vel o pe d  j udgme nt e . Enterpr i s e  a1 one , unbal anc e d by j udgment ,  

make s the int en s e ly re s t l e s s  p e r s onal ity t o  wh om the pre s ent 

i s  a pr i s on that mus t  be e s c ape d . Every n e w  enthus ias m  or 
proj e c t , e ve ry ' hunch ' is the l adder by wh i ch he thinks he can 

e s c ape , but the minute he h as c l imbed i t  and s e e s  the f irs t 

thre at o f  monoD ony o r  r out ine i'h ere he i s  in the s arne old 

7 9  

pr i s on ,  with a ne w hunch - - a new W�T out . He l ive s o n  hunches . 

1' 0 be w ith out a ne\iI/ enthus i asm is t orment , and s o the new en

thus i asm is c ompe l l i ng . He has to f oll ow it at any s acr i f i ce . 

Such a mem ' s  l i f e  i s  bound t o  be a s e r i e s o f  unc ompl e t ed under

t ak ing s . 1t  

u Unc ompl e t e d  und e r t ak ing ! .Mr . S t e rl ing , they make me 

von 1 t enterprising 



d e s p e r at e l Vih at i s  g o ing t o  be c ome o f  him? He c ould do s O  

much - - but hE; w on ' t  d o  anything ! H e  c Udn ' t even graduat e 

from h igh s chool - - d r o pped out the s e c ond ye ar - - j us t  quit ! 

.! � .a.  

n Pe rh ap s  he isn ' t  s o  much o f a qui t te r C'..8 you th ink . 
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A man o f  h i s  type may be regarded as a machine for the inven

t i on o f  new ent e rpri s e s , and for h im t o  s e t tl e down t o  a rout in e  

might b e  the re al qui t t ing -- the qu i t t ing o f  the thing he d oes 

be s t . A machine for the inve nt i on o f  new ente r pr i s es i s  not 

bui l t  to s t i ck t o  them , but to org an i z e  them. ',l.'h e r e ' s much of 

that s o rt of work to be d one . "  

lI�ut wh at d o e s it ge t h im' He quit h igh s ch o ol want ing 

a mo t orcycle , and we nt into bus ine s s for h ims e l f t o  ge t the 

money f o r  it . S t art e d  a mag az ine agency and d id wond e rs with 

i t , but s o ld out t o  ano the r boy j us t  as s o on as he h ad e nough 

t o  buy th e mo t orcyc l e . And whi l e  oo';l imps on was t error i z ing the 

ne ighb o rho od with h i s  mo t o rcyc l e the other boy s tuck t o  bUs iness 
that mag az ine ag ency i s  a 

cJ�' t o  

g an i z e d  our Child 

n i c e  l i t tl e  b o ok s t or e . 

be an old s t o ry b imps osDor

as he was , he mad,e a success 

o f  i t . G o t  al l  the t al e nt in the ne ighborho od int e re s t ed , and 

d i s c ove red t al ent wh e re nobody dXE: ame d i t  exis t e d . Vihy , h e  

mad e a t r ag e d i an o u t  o f  our l e ad ing groc e r , a.nd a charac t er 

act or out o f  Mi s s Har r i s on ,  and a c omed i an  out o f  Dr . S ig

arney , th e min i s t e r !  Imag ine it ! He j us t s aw the t al e nt in 

the s e  pe o ple and made them s ee it ! But as s o on as the dr p.lI1at ic 

and now ~:;o/ 

111 s;i.uitter 



81 

c l ub was a Dart of our c ommuni ty l i fe he s l id out from und e r  

and we nt t e ar ing around o n  h i s  mo t orcycl e again , as i f  l o oking 

for s ome th ing new .  The dr amat ic club grew ,  and bui l t  our 

l t tl e  the at e r  whi ch one of the be s t  Day ing c oncerns in . t own 

always sho wing D i c t ul'e s  wh en the c lub has n o thi ng t o  put on . 

�ut QYi � 111 Why Mr . S t erl ing , i f  he ' d  s t ay ed with 
e ither the magazine s t and or the dramat i c  club - - But he won ' t 

s t ay  with any thing 1 He - - He ' s  g o od for n o thing ! M 

" I ' d  hardly s ay that , Mrs . Kl e  in i f  he ' s  g ive n the 

t own two s uc c e s s ful e nt e rDr i s e s l " 

IIBut what g o od d o e s  it d o  him - - or me ? Am I t o l e t  h im  

l ive o n  h i s  mother? Th at ' s  what he ' d l ike t o  do . Oh , I know 
S imps on i  He f s qu it ag ain ! · He c an t alk about a vac at i on al l  
h e  l ike s , but he c an ' t f ool me I Have I go t t o  turn him out as 

1. d id h i s  f ather? " 

" Oh No , Mr s . Kl e in !  He d o e s n ' t want t o  l ive on you. 

He ' s  t o o  much of a man f or that . He f ll f i nd hims e l f  -- aft er 

a b i t . He f ll f ind the r ight s o rt o f  work . � 

" What s o rt o f  work? tt 

" The adve rt i s ing bus ine s s , maybe . He ' d  mw{e a wond e r ful 

pre s s  agent . And in the me an t ime He ' s  all you have , i sn ' t 

he? D.on I t you l ike t o  have h im at home w ith yo�? " 

IIYe s . "  He r mo od change s -. W i th a dramat i c  l i ttle g e s ture 

'she t r ows o f f  ang e r  and re s e ntment and appe ars w i th another s et 

o f  f e e l ing s . IIYe a .  I l ove t o  hav e him wi th me . He ' a  all , 1  
have , all I ' ve l ived fo r .  And Oh , he is s wee t ! And he was 

s uch a cut e  l it t l e boy - - and s o  bright l And when he went into 

~imnson's 



the war it ne arly ki l l e d  me ! But - - Oh , 1 w as pround of his 

war re c o rd , .lW.r . S t e rl ing l " 

u T e l 1  me about i t . 1I 

" If I c an  with that f i e nd i sh r o ar  from � im"s on ' s  engiB ! 

That t s  the s ort o f  thing he was d o ing in n ine t e en fourt e e n , j ust 

t inke r ing with that horr ibl e machine ! And then , wh i l e  we were 

all re ad ing the t e rr ible s t o r i e s of the invas i o n  of be lg ium he 

d i s appe ared - - wro t e  home from C anado that he s imply h ad to be 

in i t .  And aft e r  a whi l e  he was flying in Fr an c e  abs olut e ly 

fe arl e s s  about i t . It was the only thing h e  ever t r i e d  tha.t 

d i dn f t  bore him .  He neve r t i red o f  it , and luck was with him .  

He never e o t  a s c rat ch , and c ame home with al l  the de c orat i ons 

and th ing s . Re al l y  - - lie ' s  a wonde rful b oy , Jilr . S t e r l ing'? " 

" Was it whe n  he c ame hone from !\'mence that he org ani z ed. 

the boy s c o ut "tr oup? II 

uYe s , the boys we re c r azy ab out him ,  and begged him t o  

do i t , b�t i t  only l as t e d  unt il h e  g o t  the ide a  for his vaude

vil l e  stunt . But de ar me , 1 mus t  go down s t airs and make t he 

d e i� rt for suppe r . "  

s 
A mo s t exc e l l ent de strt l And an othe r me ab i s  over , ana 

l i ve t alke d t o o  much ag ain . .Hut the y ' re int e r e s t e d  - - kee p aslf 

ing que s t i ons - - I l ike eve rybody e xc e pt Mr . Harold. W e aver of 

the Mugl e .  1he re ' s  s ometh ing about h i s  face and manner 

"Have you s e e n  th e eve n ing paper , llIi.r .  ::> t e r l ing? " 

u N o , Mr . Vie ave r . Ii i'hat ' s he l o o k ing s o  impor t Clnt about ? 

82 



H and ing me a pape r ,  a� i f  - 

smil ing 
And g o ing o f f  d o wn the s tre·et 

li lt h as your p i c t ure in i t . "  

lI�y p ic ture , .IIII.i s 6  H arr i s on ! " 

"Ye s . D idn ' t  you know yo u we re a c e le br i ty in Elkt on? 
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You we re snapped as you �ed o ff the t rain . S imps on ' s  t e l e

gram ye s t e rday - - about br ing ing home a c e l ebrat ed psy chol cg is t 

-- was re ad al oud at the supper t able l as t . n ight , and we have 

a prere s e nt at ive o f the Bug l e  among us , you know. V cme out on 

. the porch - - � ow all th e r e s t  of you pe o pl e  run al cng ,  I want 

t o  t alk t o  Mr . b t e rl ing .  About educ at ion - - i f  he is n ' t psy

chcl og i c ally exhaus t ed . If he is 1 ' 11 s ave my que s t ions t il l  

another "d ay .  Let ' s  g o  cut o n  the p orch , .IllI.r . l:i t e r l ing . " 

�he t s  try ing t o  re s c ue me from th e f amily - - help me - 

U-ood he ave ns , thi s  i s  awful ! l i m  a man whc has b e en t o  the rim 

of t he wcrld and back -- unbal anced by the war - - s ave d from 

the t e rrors of ins an i ty by psy chcanalys is . i have expl ored the 

human s oul . 1 c an  re ad caarac t e r  almo s t  at a g l ance . and. in

t e rpr e t  dre ams s o  conv inc ingly as to s e em l it t l e  short o f  a 

mag i c i an .  S imps on has vas tly mo re than t ol d  all h e  kne w !  He ' s  

improved o n  the f ac t s  s ev e r al  hundred perc e nt !  HaV ing suffered 

a ment al d e r angeme nt from wh i ch "  I '.ve be en marvel ously re cre ate .. 

I ' m now vastly supe r i o r  t o  the ave r ag e  normal human be ing ! And 

the r e 1 s  no thing I c an  d o  t o  c ounteract th e e ffe c t s  of b imps on l s  

exagge rat i on .  l I m  pre s ent ed with a ne w r o l e , whe ther � l ik e  it 
or n o t  - - 1 ' m  p sycholog i s t  o f  Elkt o n , and - - li-o od he ave ns , wha 
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next 1 l i ve c ome here t o  � b o o k  Qn If B o s e mary 

was n ' t  here l t d  t ake tb e next t r ain for the f ar we s t ! 

lI (j ome he re , and s it w i th me on thes p orch s wing , JYlX . 

b t e r l ing . Lt 1 s  c omfort abl e .  And we C 8� t alk - - qui e tly , if 
b imp s on only will g ive u s  a re s t  from that infe rnal mach ine of 

h i s .  Me rcy ' �he re he g o e s  � ain ! II 

I may as we ll s it d own w i th he r .  ohe ;'.wii e s  n arr i s on ,  

th i s  i s  bunk about my be ing a psychol og i s t . I gue s s  you know 

S imps on . I gue s s  nothing ever l o s e s  anyth ing by p as s ing 

thr ough h im .  d o e s  i t ? "  

" S imps on - - S imps on ought t o  b e  s p anked . Mr. S t e r l ing. 

Eut i t  wouldn ' t  do a b i t  of g OOd , and - - I j us t  wanted t o  t e11 

you that I ' m s orry he ' s  t alked t o o  much . I hope h i s  thoughtl e s s  

b e t r ay al  o f  your c onf idence won ' t  make you t o o  unc omfort abl e . M  

" I d on ' t  s uppo s e  S imps on thought o f  i t  as c on f idence , 

Mi s s  H arr i s on .  � o  h im i t  was a marv e l ous opportun i ty t o  dram

at i z e  a fr i e nd . He c ould hard ly have re s i s t ed i t , " 

" I ' m glad you und e rs t and h im s o  we ll . He ne e ds t o  be 

unde r s t o od . He n e e d s  y o ur fr i e ndsh ip ,  He ' s  the mos t  remarkabl e 

embod ime nt o f  p o s s ibil i t �e s  that c ome t o  no thing - - p o s s i b il i

t ie s  that are thrown away j us t  as they beg i n  t o  r e s embl e prob

ab i l i t i e s . "  

" I  s upp o s e  you know him ve ry we ll . "  

"Ye s .  I ' ve t aught i n  E lkt on mo r e  th an fo rty y e ars . Mos t  

o f  th e inh ab i t ant s unde r  f i fty h ave be en my pupil s . I' 
" E the l Me l v i n? n 

write religion! 



" I ' ve known E the l 81.1 her l i fe . "  

" From b abyh o  od "I "  
" Fr om the t ime she w as a we e k  o ld . " 

" I That ' s  od.d . M i s s  Ha.rr i s on , I was und er the im-

pre s s i on that E thel .Me.l y in was an ad o p t e d  child . II 

"Mercy ! No l "  
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"You ' re abs olut e ly s ure of tha.t ? That she ' s  Mrs . Melvin ' s  

own child? " 

n Oh - - abs ol ut e ly . " 

Mi s s  narr i s on - - c ould t h i s  t e acher b e  mi s t aken? If Ethel 

Me lvin is Mrs .  Melv in ' s ovm ch ild , of the body b eg ot t en , then 

Ethel Me lvin d id n o t  wr i t e  he r own b o ok -- c o�d not have wr i t

t e n  i t . That much � know ! Pe rhaps my r ol e  is E lkt on i s · g o ing 

t o  b e  that of amat e ur d e t e c t ive 1 "Mi s s  H arr i s on ,  at what ag e  

d id h e r  ve ry unusual g i ft f o r  wr it ing beg in t o  s h o w  i t s e l f? "  

I f he r  s cho ol -Nark h as sh own n o  unus ual ab i l i ty - - _ he r  

s ch o o l  c omp o s it i on s  

" E the l ' s  b e en a v e ry limusual l i t tl e  e irl all the w�r up , 
Mr . S t e rl ing . Even b e f o r e  she e ve r  went t o  s ch o ol she mad e up 

§he c l evere s t  l i t t l e  ver s e s . E v e r  s o  many o f  th em wer e  publ i shEd 

in the :Bugl e whe n  she was only f our or f ive . I. 

" And d id he r g ift f o r  wr i t ing show al l thro ugh he r s ch o ol 

l i fe ? "  

II N o t  j us t  at f ir s t . I th ink the s ch o o l  atmo s phe r e d i s 

t r ac t e d h e r  t o  beg i n  w it h . B u t  aft e r  she be c ame ac cus t omed t o  

the s chool r o om he r t al e nt t o ok a ne w s t art . She wrot e the mos t  
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e xqu i s i t e  l it tle s t or i e s  and c ompos it i ons -- wh ims i c al , and 

imag inat ive , and � e l l , in all my t e aching I t v� never s e en 

her e qual . H e r  book i s  no surpr i s e t o  anyb ody in Elkt o n .  

We ' ve al l  known that she ' Godlb gre at th ings . "  
Is that the t e l e phone r i ng ing inc e s s e n t ly ,  or - - Or is 

s omth ing wrong w i th my me nt al proc e s s e s  -- j us t  my he ad wh irl ing! 

My s i s t e r  Ro s emary - - Nobody e l s e  c oul d h ave wr i t t e n  that book. 

Is she s omewhe re in thi s t own ,  suppre s s ed in the s e rv i c e  of an 

imp o s t e r ,l But no l If E thel Me lv in , a g ift e d  l i ttle author 

from infancy - - S ome thing ve ry que e r  - -

"You ' re want e d  at th e phone , Mis s Harr i s on , " S imps on , a  

vo i c e . She i s  g o ing i n  and he i s  c oming out . �hall I - 

It ' s  a g o o d  chance for me t o  g e t  my hands on S imps on Kl e in l  



THE REVEREND DR . S IGO URNEY 

No , I c an ' t  g e t  my h and s  on him th i s ' t ime f or h i s  mo ther 

i s  w i th .h im .  " Pl e as e , � imps on - - j us t  th i s  once ! I want y o u  

t o  go :blx�� w i th me l I don ' t  wznt t o  go 

tt
'±'hen don ' t  JlIO.o th e r ! S t ay home with me ! "  

"]aut I al ways g o  to praye rme et ing -- you know 

you lmow I d o n ' t !  Anywhere e l s e , mo ther 

al one ! II 

I do ! "  

-- but 

n o t  praye rme e t ing ! If I go and ac t n atural. they ' ll put me 

out ; and i f  I go and bow my he ad and ac t prayerful I fe el l ike 

l ike a pypo c r it e ! "  

M Oh S imps on ! " 

"Well I would ! I d on ' t b e l ieve in h e  aven or hell or 

any o f  the things you b e l i eve in . You may as we l l  g e t  us e d  t o  
e ven 

i t , mo the r . I d on ' t  bel i eve in GOd ! " 

Lord , how he ' s  shocked her . B e  needn ' t  be 

SO brut al w i th his unbe l i e f l  I supp o s e  she ' s  g i ve n  him a 

regul ar oldfash i oned orthodox bring ing up , and he ' s re ac t ing 

from it in the regul at i on mod e rn way . 

" I ' d  l ike t o g o  t o  praye rme e t ing w i t h  you . Mrs . lO.:ejlnwn . 

W i l l  y ou l e t me subs t i tute f o r  � imps on1 " 

" W ill you go , Mr . s t e rl i ng? " 

" At t ab oy , S t e r l ing ! He t s the one t o  go , Mother . He ' s  

re l ig i ous . ;  and s ay s  hi s pray e r s  and e v e rything . "  

y o u ' re s imply ingorr ig ibl e ! I ' d  l ove t o have 

you g o  with me , Mr . St e rl ing . I usually g o  w ith the tw e ave rs , 

but they d on ' t s e em t o  be h e r e . 1 gue s s  t hey we nt aro und t o  

c1 

• • 

"And 

! " "Simpson 

"Simpson, 
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Bugl e o f f i c e  fo r s ome th ing , and 

tihal l we t ake the c ar o r  walk? 1I 

I d on ' t l ike t o  go al one .  

" I ' d  l ike t o  w alk i f  we have t lilme . 1I 

" There ' s  pl e n ty of t ime .  It i s n ' t far . " She ' s  ve ry 

8 ?  

unhappy . Probably worr i e d  s ick t o  h ave S imps on .. � .  Ster-
l i ng , I br ought t hat boy up t o  be l i e ve the B ibl e , and g o  t o  

church an d  S und ay s ch o ol , and t o  s ay  his prayers , and I 

think 1. c o uld be ar all h i s  o the r faul t s , but - - 'w i thout rel i

g i on It 

"He i sn ' t  wi thout re l ig ion , Mrs . Kl e in . N o ne o f  us are . 

W e  may th ink we are , but i t ' s  t here j us t  the s ame . " 

" I ' d  l ike t o  think s o . He needs re l ig i on ! " 

" 0 f  c ours e . We al l  dO e Our anc e st ors for mill i ons of 

ye ars h ave d e p e nded upon re l ig i on for c e rt a in uni ve r s al  human 
n e e ds . Worsh i p  and prayer a.re a part of ./ our me nt aJ: machinery . 

and we c an ' t be me nt al ly normal without them , though many 

pe opl e  th i nk they c an .  It 

" It ' s  a t e rr ible thing !  The young folks - - I d on i t  

be l i eve i t , mys el f , but the re ' s  s ome t alk - - It ' s  b e en 

s aid th at Henry Q igourney . Dr . S ig ourney ' s olde r s on be l i eves 

in And may b e  i t ' s  t rue . Dr . l:i ig ourney has n ' t  

s e e me d  t o  h appy the l as t  ye ar o r  two . But 1 hope It would 

s imply bre ak Dr. S ig ourney ' s he art , Mr . � t e rl ing ! It ' s  had 
e no ugh for me � - w i th i::l imp s on .  But f o r  a mi ni s t e r - - w i th 

e ve rybo dy l o ok ing up t o  h im - - �'Ihy th i s  t own s imply worsh ips 

Dr . S ig ourney . L o t s  and l ot s o f  pe ople who are n ' t  re l ig i OUS 

evolution! 
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t o  s p e ak  of go to church regul arly - - j us t  be c au s e  they l ike 

h im ,  and II 

Now she ' s  off rel ig i o n  and on the l i fe h i s t ory of �r . 
S igourney .  1 mus t  b e  c ar e ful avo id the c o ntrove rsy betwe en 

s c i enc e and r e l igion . II she knew my o p i n i o n  o f  re1 igi ouB 

d ogma -- Is it hyp o c r i sy t o  ke e p  my v iews regard ing e volut i on 

t o  mys e l f? If 1 all ow he r t o  be l i eve me orthodox - - 1 d on ' t  

c are wh at she bel i e ve s ! l i ve no d e s i r e  t o  e duc at e her , or t o  

do h e r  g o o d ! I want t o  be fr i e nds w i th he r .  1 c an ' t  think 

with he r be c ause she d o e s n i t  th ink . He r ide as are all adopted . 
and the:y are n '  t atnall r e l ated t o  my ide as . .Hut I c an  fe el with 

he r t o  s ome e xt e nt , and t c an g o  to praye rme e t ing w ith her . I 
d on ' t have t o  air my re l ig i ous c onc e pt s . 1 won ' t .  �ot to her 

or anyone e l s e . ; s impl Y  w?n ' t d iscus s rel ig ion here in Elkton . 

That t s the only s afe way for me t o  d o  wh at I want to  do , and - -
" - - th at ' s why we l ove h im s o ,  Mr . S t e rl ing . You ' ll s e e  

whe n  you g e t  ac quainted w i th him ,  why Elkton g o e s t o  chur ch .  

and why we al l  l o ok u p  t o  our p as t or . "  

" I ' l l  c e rt ainly be gl ad t o  know such a wonderful man , 

Mrs . Kl e :i,n . ·i 

"He ' l l l ike t o  know you . And h e re we ar e  - - j us t  the 

l e as t  b i t  l at e . ' They i re s ing ing the open ing hymn . ' That ' s 

Dr . S igo urney ' s  fav o r i t e  ' Le ad  k i ndly l ight ' .  

" It ' s  my favo r i t e , t o o . "  I c an  s ay that h o ne s t ly e-

nough . Wh at an at t r ac t ive church ent rance . 
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Mrs .  Kl e in i s  whi s p e r ing . tl W e u s e d  t o  h av e  pr aye rme e t in,g 

i n  the Sund ay s cho o l r o oms d own s t airs , but now we have it here 

i n  the main part of th e ch urch - - so we c an have the b ig organ . 

M i s s  Harr i s on plays i t  be aut i ful ly . "  

I ' m  gl ad we ' r e s it t ing inc ons pi c uous l y  b ack of the others . 

Jus t  i n  t ime t o  s ing the l as t  ve rse w i th them. S o  that is Dr . 
S igourney ! We ll 1. d on ' t  wonder - - Wh it e hai r , a s t rong but 

s e n s i t ive fac e - - c l e an shaven - - Tall , a l i t tl e t oo th i n .  

L o oks as i f hi s body mieht n o t  be as vigorous as h i s  m i nd and 
s o ul .  But it ' s e asy t o  s e e  the at t r ac t i on - - He ' s spe aking .  

"We are very fo rtun at e t on ight _ _  " A me l l ow v o i c e  - 

th e  vo i c e  o f  an old man . I wonde r  why an old man ' s v o i c e  - -. ton ight 
II in h av i ng wi th U6� a man wh o in th is i rre l ig i ous ag e  is mo d ern 

wi thout be ing athe i s t i c , e duc at e d  w ith out be ing an unbel i ever 

A man wh o ,  though ful ly info rme d in th e f i e l d  o f  s c i e�ce , is 

mak ing o f  r e l i g i o n  a maj or intere s t . I ' m g o ing t o  t ake the 

l iberty o f  asking h im - - .Mr . S t e rl ing ,  we are mo re t han glad 

to we l c ome you to Elkt on ,  and t o  our churca . Will you say a 

fe w w o rd s  t o  us - - o f  your int e re s t  in r e l i g ion? " 

S t e rl ing l He do e s n ' t  me an He c an ' t me an me ! 1 - _ 

Mrs . Kl e in i s  urg ing me - :.. Good he ave ns ! " Pl e as e , Mr .  
s t e rl ing ! You ' l l t al k  t o  u s  - - W on ' t  yoU? " She ' s  pushing 

me I ' m s t and ing up No l I won ' t t al k !  I c an ' t l  1 - -
II Th ank you so much , Mr . St e rl ing . II Dr . S ig ourney thinks 

I ' m  g o ing t o  t alk - - th inks I ' m  orthodox - - th i nks - - " V/on ' t  

you c ome r ight down in fr ont , Mr . St e rl ing . Everyo ne c an  

\ 
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.. G o od he avens . I ' m  d oi ng i t l I ' m  e:; o ing h e ar you b e t t e r  

r ight d o wn i n  front Wh at am I g o ing to s ay? Or do - - wh en 

I ge t the re J I don '.t want to t alk to ·them ! I only want to l ive 

in the i r  mid s t  and be fr i e nd s  with them ! I c an ' t  talk t o  them! 

They bel i e ve in the l i t e r al int e rpre t at i on of the B ibl e - - the 

ve rbal i n s p irat i on - - the immacul at e c oncept i on - - th e "" atone

ment ! They bel i e ve the Ap o s t l e s '  Cre ed -- l i t erally -- And 
I ' m  s t and ing be fore tham - - I ' ve g o t  t o  s ay  s ome thing - -

" Fr ie nd s  _ _  
II That ' 5 al l r ight s o  far . but - - II It is 

a pl e as ure t o  me t o  c ome h e r e  t o  your l i t t l e  t own o f  Elkt on . 

I hope t o  me e t  you i nd ividually -- and t o  make mys e l f  one of 
you. n There ' s  Mrs .  Me lVin .t And w ith he r - - a g irl ' -- Jt 

mus t  be - - I mustn ' t  make a f i z zle o f  thi S ! 1 mus t  -- � 
wotrld�J:ike·- -t'O"�beg±n Et � :, ' (May I ask you t o  j o in me ih a. f e w  

mome nt s o f  s il e nt pr ayer? " I ' ve got t o  g e t  s t e ady .�very

th ing i s  all r ight for a minute o r  s o  -J(th eY ' ve bowed the ir 

he ad s . I wond e r  i f  I c an  I ne ve r ne ed e d  an i n s pirat i on 

more than t n e e d  one th i s  minut e ! Shall I th ink - - or s haJ.l I 

depend upon pnay er? If my r e I  ig i on t s g o od for anything - - I 

wonde r  i f  I c an  e s c ppe from all the s e  pe opl e - - there mus t  be 

near ly a hund r e d  of them seve nty- f ive any way -- exp e c t ing 

me t o  s ay s ome th ing . If I c an introve rt abs olut ely w ithdraw 

my int e re s t - - let no th ing hold me back - - drop into the very 

s ource o f  ins p i r at i on -- c ome up with - -

B .  C .  - - B .  C .  -- B .  C .  - - Like a tune g o ing thr o ugh my 
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mind . And n ow the ir he ad s  are no l onge r bowe d . and l ' ve g o t  t o 

s ay s ome thing . R ight h e r e  and now I have my ch ance t o  make 

fr ie nd sh i ps po s s ibl e or imp os s ible in the pre s e n c e  of Ith el 

Melvin . s i s t e r  or impo s t er 

the shad o w  o f  h e r  hat , but 

I c an ' t  s e e  her fac e be c ause of k 
B .  c .  - - B .  C .  - - O f  c ourse . 

If I go back be fore �hr i s t I w on ' t off e nd anyone . B e fore 

Uhr i s t  - - s afe ground � 

"Dr . b ig ourney h as asked me t o  s ay a word about my in

t e re s t  in re l ig i on .  Rel ig i on as I s e e  i t  i s  the e s s e nt i al  

e l ement o f  ment al he alth and v ig o r . I t  i s  a s ign i fi cant fact 

that we have no re c o rd of any pr imi t ive pe o ple , e ithe r  of mod

e rn t ime s or o f  the anc i e nt world . who we re wi th out rel ieion. 

We may infe r from this that t o  the primit ive mnn re l ig i on is 

ne c e s s ary • .  Why? Many pe opl e  will s ay  that fe ar is the orig in 

o f  i:.ba p r imi t ive re l ig i on . and t h e y  are probably r ight • .but 

f e ar o f  wh at? Phy s i c al d ang e r? The world is inde ed a r ather 

t e rrible pl ac e  for the pr imi t ive man , but he has as a rul e an 

extraord inary c apaC ity for fac ing phys i c al  d anger . And on 
the who l e , c ons ide r ing the d i ff i c ul t i e s  he h as t o  me et and 

the l ack o f  knowl edge w ith which he has t o  c ontend d o esn ' t  he 

me e t  l i fe with a c ourage and a ze s t , a gl adne s s and a g oodness , 
a will ingne s s  t o  s ac r if ic e h ims e l f  fnrc ons e c r at i o n  t o  the 

well fare of h i s  c ommunity . wh ich should win for h im the ad

mir at ion of c ivil i ze d pe opl e s ?  

- The mo re I s t udy pr im i t iv e  man th e  mo r e  I am conv in c ed 

th at the thing s  in him that forc e the c ivil i zed admirat i on ar e  



merely the out e r  mani fe s t at i ons of his mental he alth -- whi ch 

in my opinion he ows t o  h i s  rel ig i on . . �ow what i s  this mental 

h e al th' The primi t ive has it , the normal child has it -- every 

human b e ing ought t o  have it . It is s imply an abundant and 

fre ely fl owing psycgjc ene rgy whi ch is aJ.ways ac c ompanied by 

a j oyous sense o f  we llbe ing , and an e nthus iasm for l ife . 

" iuppo s e  the primi t ive we re t o  l o s e  this overfl owing 

z e st for l i fe? How dre adful would be h i s  s i tuat i on in the 
mid st of d i ffi culty , - d ange r ,  and ignorance l  The o ut er dangers 

and d i fficul t i e s  c an be met - s o l ong as the mental vigor remains 

morma! ; but no primi t ive c ommun ity c ould l ong exi s t  should it 

l o s e  i t s  c ourage for exi s t anc e  -- its ment al v igor e The r efore 

I think we mB\V s afe ly s ay  th at the fun c t i on of rel ig ion for 

the primit ive lr1aII is l e s s  t o  c ombAt the oute r  dang er::: than to 

c ombat the d ang e r  wi thin . h ims el f ,  We may think of the pr imi t ivls 

r e l igion then as a p sychic func t ion , ,j us t as d ige s t ion is i8 ph¥

i c al  func t ion ; it i s  ne c e s s ary t o  his ment al he alth j us t  as 

th e pro c e s se s  o f  nut r i t i on are ne c e s s ary t o  his phys i c aJ.  heal th . 

H e  may b e l ieve that h i s  s ac r i f i c e s  are made t o  prop i t i ate an 
angry s p i r it , or t o  invoke the k i ndly s p ir it , but in r e al i ty 

it i s  a mys t e r i ous s p i r it w i thin hims e l f  that he prop it iat es ad 
invoke s .  w ith his ve ne r at i o n  o f  symbols , h i s  elaborat e  r it ules , 

h i s  many s ac r i f i c e s .  Then what h i s  re l igion d o es for him is 

c onst antly t o  renew h i s  inne r l i fe , in orde r that h e  may quicken 

his zest f or the out e r  l i fe - - his abi l i ty to f ac e  nece ss ity 
no t only 

w i th e arne s t ne s s  and c o urage .. but with gl adne s s  and j oy. 

92 
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The primi t ive man cre at e s  hi s own g od ,  worships the g od 

he has h ims e l f  cre at e d , and is in turn cre at ed and recreat ed 

by the god he worsh ips . We are t o o  apt t o  as sume that , as the 

hymn h as it , ' The he athen in h i s  bl indne ss bows down t o  wood 

and st one . '  He is not worship ing the wo od and s t one , however , 

he i s  wo rshipp ing what the wood and st one s t and for - - what thu 

symbol i z e  t o  him, and what they symbol i z e  is h i s  own as p ir at i on , 

h i s  own l ong ing , llJie re aching out o f  h i s  s oul for the my:et§,r ie e  

and the p o te nc i e s  o f  l i fe . ,  mys t e r ie s  he c annot gras p  • .  though 

he knows they are all about him , p o t enc i e s  he vaguely fe els 

s t irr ing within hims e l f .  

�ow the re c an b e  l i t t l e  doubt that the the as p i r at ion 

and long ing of the pr imi t ive is the be s t  and mo s t  valuabl e part 

of him - - j us t  as my as pirat ion and your as pir at i on are the 

mo s t  valuable p art of us . And j us t  as his as p irat i on and l ong irg 

make h i s  re l ig i on , our as p i r at i on and l ong ing make our rel ig i on .  

Wh atever rel ig i on we may profe s s , what eve r our creed or bel i e f , 

we c an be no b e t t e r  th� our own ind i�idual as p irat i ons , our 

l ongings - - our dre ams . Just as he mus t depend upon his man

agement o f  his l ong ings and dre ams for h i s  ment al he al th ,  s o  

mus t  we depend for our men t al  he al th upon our management of 

o ur l ong ings and dre ams • .  And we should n o t  be s at i s f i ed with 

our own ind ivi dual re l ig i ous achi evement unle s s  it g ive s us 

abund ant ment al he al th - - unle s s  our l ives are full of zes t , 

o f  j oyous gladne ss , and an aDe nakah�wed s e ns e  o f  prof �und 

we ll-be ing .  
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" If I am r ight in thes e  c onclus i ons , we have a never-

fail ing t e s t  of the ind ividual rel ig ious he al th .  A nervous 

bre akd own is a re l ig i ous failure , abs olut e ly imposs ibl e where 

rel igion is func t i on ing normally . Al l  the l e s ser mental d is

tl1�eR11C e S  -- mo od ine s s , irri tabil i ty , t imid ity " and that haunt

ing unre s t , that vague f e e l ing that things are n o t  as tpey 

should be , are sympt oms of a rel igion out of ord e r .  I f  I am 

right the re i s  n o  such th ing as be ing w i thout a rel ig i on .  

Ive ry man , woman and child worships s ome thing , and what he 

worsh i ps is h i s  god -- whe ther he c al l s  it that or not . 

It You are famil i ar with the s ay ing that eve ry · lIan has h i s  

p r i c e , wh i ch me rely me ans that the re is s ome th 1ng that i s  of 

ab solute value in the l i fe o f  e ach o f  us - - s omething for whi ch 

we are will ing when i t  c ome s t o  the pinch t o  s ac r i f i c e  al l  else . 

If that happens in your l i fe t o  be l ove ; you will subs cr ibe t o  

the ide a that G od i s  l ove ; if you worship j us t i c e , you w i l l  say � 
that God i s  Jus t ice , while t o  another G od is Wisdom ,  or fruth, 

It i s  not p o s s ibl e for us , as fi�ite human be ings t o  c once ive o f  

God i n  any oth e r  way . Our minds are not b ig enough t o  p i c t ure 

the infin i t e , and s o , however sure we may be that there is only 

one God , we have t o  admit that the re the re are as many c oncep-

t i ons o f  God as there are pe o pl e , and no two c once pt i ons can 

be al t og e the r al ike . 

" Then in a sense we , l ike the pr imi t ive man , cre at e  our 

own God -- s in c e  we cre at e  · ou� own c onc e pt i on 0'f .Jiod. l;jJ,.n my 

rel igion , G od not s.o much what we b e l ieve in as what we worship. 



If a man profe s s e s  �hr i s t i an i ty , ' bel i eving ' in th e  Chr is t ian 

God - - �'ather S on .  and Ho�y Spirit � - but c on B e nxahessh�ss e n

t i re l i fe t o  the bus ine s s  o f  money g e t t ing , then his pas s i on ,  
hi s s ac r i f i c e , 
h i s  worsh i p , i s  for money . and he i s  h "  s e  f .  Hia 

t . ,,- ·  I ( .,(, 

I 
pro fe s s e d  rel ig i on i s  but ; h i s  re al re l ig i on is s ome-

thing qui t e  d i ffe rent . d e c e ive our s e lves in this wB3 be-

c ause we f o rg e t  that re l ig i on , wh at ever e l s e  it may me an ,  i n

var i ably me ans s ac r if i c e . Worship me ans b oth s acrifice 'and 

pas s i on .  The re i s  no r e l ig i on wi thout both s acr i f i c e  and pas
s i on ;  and if I want t o  be hone s tly aWare of my genuine rel igi o us 

c ond it i mn ,  my r e l ig i ous he al th , i mus t  s tudy mw own rul ing pas-
ac tual. 

s i on s . and d i s c o v e r  the nature o f  my�aCr i f i c e s . 

Then l e t  us ask o ur s e lve s . howe v e r  ¥1alihful such que s t i on-

ing may be , ' What , hone s tly, am .1 worsh ipp ing? 'What ac tual ly 

oc cupi e s  the shr ine in the foreground o f  Diy d aily l ife? �'or 

wh at do I l abor and s ac r ific e? In short , what mo re than al� 
e l s e  d o  I want? Th i s  -i s a pro foundly re l ig i o us que s t i on , is. 

pr obing f o r  tho s e  und e rlying needs s o  o ft e n  overlaid and c on-

c e aled by l e s s e r  n e e d s . For what I want mo st - - my great est 

l ong ing - - i s  my s e arch for � od . It may be nobl e , i t  �r b e  

mo s t  ignobl e and unwo rthy , but it i s  the me asure of my re l i

g i ou s  gr owth and he alth . 

John Db e .  H i s  r e l ig i oW3 
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" U ln c l o s ing I want t o  thank you f or the v e ry c ord i al  

we l c ome yo u  h av e  g iven me . "  
B ac k  t o  my s e  at . I wond e r  H o w  qui e t they are - -

no t a s o und . Are th e y  shocked by my conc e pt i ons of re l ig i on 

and G od? Do they re al i ze ho.,..o/ far from orthodox I am? Are 

they wonder ing h ow Dr . S ig o urney wil l r e ac t  to my r e marks ? 

He ' s s t and i ng up trl e re - - whe re I was a mome nt ago - - He - -

" W e  are ve ry g r at e ful t o  Mr . S t e r l ing for the p o int of 

v i e w  he h as g iven us . H e  h a s  br ought h ome t o  u s  the fact wh ich 

we are s o  prone t o  forge t th at re l ig i o n  and l i fe are ins e parabl e. 

T o  b e  supe rfl c i ally r e l ig i ous i s  impos s ible . �e thought that 

all o f  us , - even tho s e  we regard as unre l ig i ous , are al ike in 

t he po s s e s s inp of the re l ig i ous func t i on ,  th e d i fference be lng 
and the manne r 

o n l y  i n  the obj e c tl\o f  our wo rsh i p  i s  new t o  me , and furnishe.s 

much f o o d  for furthe r thinking . Le t us pray . "  

Is he r e al l y  praying , o r  j. s h e  t al k ing thr ough God t o  

h i s  l i s t e ne r s . That ' s  wh at publ i c  pr aye r alway s  s e ems l ike 

t o  me . I c oul d n ' t t alk t o  God - - my God al oud and t o  an 

aud i e nc e . But then I c an ' t j udge o the rs by my s e l f .  

I w i sh ' c ould g e t  a g o od l o ok at E th e l  Me l v i n . 'l'hat 

b ig hat e nt irely shade d he r f ac e . Perhaps I c an s e e  he r aft er 
the me e t ing .  He ' s  pray'ing for the 

at Washine t on .  I c oul dn ' t  d o  that . 

th ing . Praye r -t o me i s  a l i s t e n ing 
1 

\ 
pre s ident and our rul ers 

I c o uldn ' t  pray for any-
a c l e ar ing o f  the air , 

a. d o i ng o th e r  int e re s t  i n  ord e r  that I may 
g e t  r athe r than a me s s age . HU orld w i thout e nd , ame n . I 

away withe 
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wh i ch hung in his ro om f i l l e d  pre c i s ely th e same o ff i ce in hi2 

l i fe th at was 
'
f il l e d  by the symbol 

'
o f  th e cross i n  the l ives 

of the e arly (;;;hr i s t i ans . Hw wor s h i pped w i th utmo s t  devot i on ,  

balk i ng at no s ac r i f ic e i n  i t s  s e
'
rv ice 

- ------ ---- --- - --- - -



He ' s  anno unc ing a hymn - - number s e vente e n �  M i s s  .H arr i s on at 

the o rg an  - - pl ay ing i t  How re l i g i ous mus i c  we l l  pl e�ed 

d o e s  s t i r  one ' s  l o ng ing and make one worsh i p ! 

He l e ade th me , Oh ble s s e d thought . 
Oh words w i th he ave nl y  c omf ort fr aught ! 
�be r e ' ere I g o  wh ere ' e re I be , 
S t i l l  * t i s  G od ' s hand th at l e ad e th me . 

True e nough . True for everybo dy , .  That wh ich we wor

sh]j> is bo und t o l e ad us . If my God is l ov e  i t  i s  l ove that 
l e ads me , i f  money , I ' m  l e �L  by the d o l l ar mark . N o th i ng  has 

changed . W e  s t i l l  c r e at e  our own g ods , wo r s h i p  the g od s  we 
c re at e  f o r  our s e lve s . a.nd are i n  t urn cr e at e d by the g ods we 

worsh i p .  ' Wh e r e ' e re I g o , whe re ' e r e I be , '  I ' m c e r t ain l ed 

f o r  be t t e r  or f o r  wor s e  by the h and of � 

All , we ' r e be i ng d i smi s s ed - - May the p e ac e  o f  "' od wh i ch 

pas s e th al l  und e r s t anc dng b e  and ab ide with us al l ! I wond e r  

h o w  many o f  the s e pe o pl e  h av e  i t  - - the pe ac e  o f  U- od ! I won

d e r  

M.us t  b e  tney h ave a s o c i al t ime - - Mrs .  Kl e in intro

duc i ng me - - I c an ' t  r e membe r all the s e n ame s "How d o  you d o , 

Mrs . Hud s on Mr s . Jone s - - Mr . � l l i s  1 wo nd er - - N o , 

M.r s • Mel v i n  and th e g i rl are n ' t waj- t ing t o  be s o c i abl e - 

they ' re le av ing , and I d idn ' t g e t  a � o od v i e w  o f  he r fac e . 

Vie l l  Tomo rr ow "How d o  y o U  d o . Mi s s  McLe Od - - iW1rs . Me .. 
And lJr . S igourney . 1I 

II I ' d l ike t o  have a l i t t l e  t al k  w i th you ,  lVir .  S t e rl i ng ,  

� ou l d  you s t o p  a b i t  - - in my s t udy? " 

" Oh .  thank y o u ,  Dr . S ig o urney . I ' m  w ith mrs . Kl e in _ _  " 



" Th at ' s  all r ight , .Mr . S t e rl i ng .  I f ll go home w ith Misoi 

Harr i s on .  � ome on Miss Harr i s on . T ake me off Mr . o t erl ing ' s  

hands s o  he c an  s t ay and ge t  ac quai n t e d  w tth Dr . l:i ie; o urney .  II 

They ' re g one - - eve rybody -- And n o w  - -

. " G ome in t o my s t udy , Mr . � t e r l i ng , whe re w e  c an  b e  c om

fort ab l e  -- and un int e rrupt ed . " 

H i s  s t udy - - bac k  behind t he pul p i t  - - 1 s  h e  g o i ng  t o  

have me up o n  the c ar p e t  s o  t o s p e ak  -- f o r  he re sy? He ' s  no 

doubt sh ocked by my i mpl i c at i on s , though h e  was v e ry k ind about 

i t  thank ing me and al l that . H i s  s tudy - - worn a l i t tl e  as 

t o fumn i ture , j us t  d i s o rd e rl y  e n ough t o  be homel ike - - s imply . 

l ined w i th bo oks 1 Th e  man ' s a re ad e r ! 

" I ' d  l ike ve ry much t o  know mo re about your re l ig i ous 

be l i e fs , Mr . St e r L ing . " 

" If you me an be l i e fs that I hold p as s i onat e ly - - if' you 

me an d ogma -- I have none . I d on ' t  bel i eve in be l i e fs .  Bel iefs 

harden w ith the y e ars , be c ome r ig itic; and choke the re l ig i ous 

l i fe . B e l i e fs b e l ong t o  the r at i on al  s ide o f l i fe and should 
be l e ft t o  s c ie n c e  w i th an o pe n mind , deve l op ing i n the l ight of 
new d i s c ov e ry and re s e arch . It ' s  the irr at i onal s id e  of l ife - 

the emo t i o n al  s id e  - - that be l ongs t o  re l ig i on . " 

He wallt i ng up and down the s tudy - - up and d own ! I ' ve 

d i s t ur bed h i s mind -- t e rr i bly ! I ' m  s OlTy . I ' d  l ike t o  be 

f r i e nd s  fi i th h im ,  but I c an ' t  d o  i t  exc e pt on t h e  bas is o f  

fr ankne s s . 

98 

.. 



" If 
•.. ..P , 

' i o n  i s  n o t  be l i e f ,  what i s  i t ? Exper i e n c e  

I c an ' t  s e p ar a  e !'e l ig i ous eXIJe r i e nc e  from r e l ig i ous be l i ef ! 

9 9  

inte re s t s  me - - that maJl c annot b e  without r e l ig i on. 

the unbe l i e ve r s  - - the s c o ffers l "  

" S ome o f  the ' unbe l i evers ' are much more re l ig i ous t han 

your machine-mad e Uhr i s t i ans - - who me r e ly ' pr o fe s s  Ghr i s t i an i ty · .  

gl ibly r e pe at the AIJo s t l e s  C r e e d  on S und ay ,  and the n g o  about 

the bus i ne s s  of the ir re al re l ig i on ,  wh ich is who lly s e c ular and 
inexpre s s ibly che ap .  N o  man ' s  r e l igi on C aJl  be be t t er t han his 
dre ams , wh ich c ome out o f  the u nc ons c i ous and t e l l the truth 

about n i s  worsh i p , and h i s  d Od . "  

" S i t d o wn , Mr . S t e r l ing - - s i t d Own . " 

"�hank y o u , Dr . S ig o urney . Won ' t  you s it d own ,  t oO? " 

He t s  s it t ing ,  but he ' d  r athe r not . Und e rne ath h i s  s el f-

c ontrol he t s  de s pe r at e l y  e xc i t e d . I t m s o rry , but - -

"You g e t  th i s  v i e w  o f  rel i g i on from psychoznalys is"1 From 

Fre ud?" 

" FrQm l)sych o an aly s  is , but n o t  from Fre ud . Freud I s 
psycho analys i s  l e ad s  t o  s uppre s s ed s exual i t y ;  Jung " s l e ads t o  

s uppre s s e d  rel igion . I pre fe r  June , be c aus e s e xual i ty mus t 

be s uppre s s ed and re l ig i on ne ed n o t  be - - i t  ne e d s  only t o  be 
und e rs t o od and one has an inexhaus t i abl e s pr ing o f  r enewed l ife . ·  

" And c an  you expl ain t o  me more ful ly y o ur und er s t and ing 

o f  i t ? "  

" I  c an t e l l  you t he l i t t l e  s t o ry that Dr . Markus . my 

phy s ic i an  t e l l s  h i s  p at i ent s . "  

t 
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" If you pl e as e  - - l t d be very grat e ful . Rel igion , you 

know i s  my l i fe- work , and - - Modern id e as  make i t d i ff ic ul t  - -

ve ry d i fficul t .  T e ll me your phys ic i an ' s s t o ry . " 

M It t s the s t o ry o f  John D o e , and the ave r ag e  rel ig i o� 

l i fe , Dr . S igourney . John �oe went t o  Sund ay s chool as a child , 

bel i eved in God , and j o ined the church e arly , not be c aus e he 

had any c onv i c i m bn of s in ,  but be c aus e the church mus ic and the 

be auty o f  the s e rv i c e  mad e him s e nt ime ntal . His re al god was 

the Yale football t e am ,  and the Yal e  pennant whi ch hung in his 

r o om f i l l e d  pre c i s e ly the s ame o ff i c e  in h i s  l i fe th at was filled 

by the symbol o f  tc_e cro s s  in the l ive s o f the e arly t;;hr i s t i ans . 

He worsh ipped with utmo s t  devo t i ons , b alking at no s ac r i f i ce in 

i t s  s e rv i c e . .  And ac c o rd ing t o  our psychol ogy he might
" 

have 

d one worse , for - - I fe ar th
'
i e  will shock you .  but - - the 

qual i ty XHlixl(.iglU o f  the worsh ip , the fe r'for , is more import ant 

than the obj e c t  wor sh i pped . �'or the one ind i s pens able fe ature 

without wh i ch any wo rship is - wo rthl e s s  in the int egz"at i on of 

one f s l i fe under a powe r ful maj or mot ive . 

'1' 0  illus t r at e  what he me ans by int egrat i on Dr . Markus. 

d e s c r ibe s the l ack o f  it in the aver ag e  child dre s s ing hims elf. 

f)l ow , dre aming , d awdl ing , he make s o f  e ach g arme nt a s eparat e  

t ask , o f  e ach t akk a burden , o f  th e whole proc e s s  a t ed i ous 

s e r i e s o f  mount ainous mol ehill s .  But imag i ne h� d re s s ing t o  

go t o  the c i rcus ! Only one t as k  now , ge t t ing r e �  as qu ickly 

as po s s ible , and e very g arment i s  a p art o f  th at t aSk ,  f all ing 

int o pl ac e  almo s t  o f  it s e l f  wh i l e  th e ch ild , int e nt upon his 
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maj or purpo s e , is i llumined by that j oyous s en s e  of we ll-b e ing 

th at i s  never ab s e nt when the que s t  f or God i s  pro s p e r ing . " 

M The que s t  for God'· 

" God . That wh ich is mo s t  p ot e nt in o ur l ives . The 

Gre at e s t G o od -- the � The mo s t  s e arching t e� t  

o f  the value o f  any worship i s  th e c ompl e t e ne s s  and 

o f  the int e g r at ion it best ows ; and the mos t  s e arc hing t e s t  of 

i nt e grat ion is the � o f  the s e n s e  of well-

be i ng wh ich ac c ompan i e s  i t . 

!l John Doe t s l i fe was int egrat e d  unde r the maj oj[' purpose .-.... 
of the Yal e  football t e am. B o th work and p+ ay bel onged t o  the 

bus ine s s  of pre par ing f o r  c o llege and making the t e am ,  and his 

dut i e s  were p e rformed e as ily and qui ckly , w i th the j oyousness 

inse par abl e f r' om r e l igi ous he al th . But aft e r  g o ing to c oll ege 

and mak ing the t e am  he was s l ight ly inj ured in a prac t ice g ame .  
wh ich 

The inj Ur�wOUl d have b e e n  o f  small c on s equence h ad be not b een 

making a god of f o o tball , depr ived h im o f  his Gre at e s t  Good , 

and he d e s c e nded int o hell - - as one always d oes whn one l o s es 

one ' s g od .  

Hell , in our psychol ogy , i s  a s t at e  o f  mind - - the d i�

integrat ion whi ch inevit ably fo l l ows the p as s ing of an out.grown 

o r  c as t  o ff g od .  It ' s  a ve ry r e al exp e r i e nc e , I c an  as s ure 

you, Dr . S igourney . Eve ry duty and obl igat i on be c omes onc e 

mo re a s eparat e t ask as the int e grat e d  l i fe f al l s  apart upon the 

remva1 of the maj o r  purpo,s e  whi ch he l d  it t og e ther , ;he fe.ct .. 
that one · s maj or purpos e i s  one t s g od is a ps ych ol og i cal truth 

• 

thing worship, 

Mrmanenc.f. 

denth duribility 



o f  .the mo s t  v i t al import ance , Dr . S igourney . Whoever imag ines 

that h i s  g o d  is s ome th ing othe r than the maj o r  purpose in his 

l ife has a ' S od ' i s  � ther a pur e ly int elle c t ual c on c e pt or e l s e  

a purely ' s ent imental indulgenc e , and in e ithe r  c as e  th e r e  i s  no 

rel igi ous c onno t at i on . l.§. and when 

the obj e c t  o f  h i s  l ong ing l os e s  i t s  value or d i s appears , h is 

l i fe d i s integrat e s , and the boundl e s s  s ense o f  wel l - b e ing g ives 

way t o  an e qually boundl e s s  wre t chedne s s  and d e s p ai r  as the 

psych i c  ene rgy , the int e r e s t  whi ch we c all lmei d & b i d o  s tr e am  

i s  che cked and d i s p e r s ed .  

And s o  John Doe l o s t  h i s  int e re s t  i n  everyth ing , f ai l e. 

in h i s  s tud ie s , and bro oded ove r h i s  general worthl e s sne ss and 

the fut il ity o f  l i fe .
' 

Even h�s whole s ome ide als o f  honor and 
c l e an  l iv ing , the ch ildren of h i s  former god , beg an t o  d e s ert 

h im in the general d i s integrat i on o f  h i s  l i fe . Upo n  such an 
excurs i on int o hell - - you know as well as 1 ,  Vr . S igourney - 

many a man re s o r t s  t o  dr ink or s exual i ty o r  c ommits s u i c ide , 

or be c ome s neuro t i c  or ins ane ; and many another exp e r i ences L !:e 
what yo� c al l  s al v at i on by me ans o f  orthodox re l ig i ous c onver

s i on . J ohn e xpe r i e nced s alvat i on for the t ime be ing - - that is 

he e s c aped from from he l l , renewed his g od , r e l e as ed the che cked 

l ibido s t re am  and re integrat e d  h i s  l i fe , though not aft e r  the 

orthodox manner . 

When lJr . Markus t e l l s  this s t o ry ,  he s t o ps here t o  d. efine 

s alvat i on . Hell , d i s int egrat i on , i s  our chas t is ement f or wor

sh ipp ing unworth i ly ,  a g od not gre at e n ough t o  pre vent a one-

an'§ religion hie longing. 
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s ided int eg r at i on wh ich negle c t s  s ome of the many human e s s en

t i al s .  The negl e c t  of human e s s e nt i als is always puni shed by 

the i l lne ss o r  de ath ·of the g od pe rmitt ing it , and god-renewal 

always c ome s out o f  the negl e c t e d  port ion o f  e x i s t ence in the 

fo rm o f  a d r e am  or as pirat i on , v'iailbnging _h"'d.th·e.rto s uppte s s ed and 
and unre c ognized , which i s  abl e  now for the f i r s t  t ime t o  g e t  a 
c ons c i ous he ar ing only be c au s e  o f  the unusual ly depr e s s ed t id e  

o f c onsc i ous int e re s t .  As we l o ok at i t , hell and s alvat i on 

c onst i tut e the n ormal psychol og i c al me ch anism o£ g od-renewal , 

and the new g o d  alway s c ome s ' out o f  Naz areth ' . the h ithert o 

unde rvalued and neg l e c t ed if n o t  d e s p i s ed s ide o f  l i fe .  

" That expl ains why John Doe , lying on the ground in the 

far c orne r of the c ampus , h i s  mind a ank as i f  he were 

asl e e p , was able t o  he.ar the vo i c e  of negl e ct e d  long ing and be 

' born ag ain ' , bro ught back t o  a rene we d  l i fe , by the dream of a 

g irl b ac k  home . S e nt ime nt ! . He had always de s p i s ed it i And s o  

h i s  n e w  g o d  c am  out o f  Naz areth , as new g od s  mus t ,  and the wedd irg 

r ing t o ok the pl ac e  o f  the Yal e  pennant . Onc e mor e  he worshippe� 

gave utmo st devo t i on ,  balked at no s ac r i f ic e , and w i th that j oy

ous s en s e  o f  wel l - b e ing fully r e s t ored , re int egr at ed his l if e  

under a ne w m aj  or purpos e  whi c h  revived and gre atly enl arge d  his 

former ide al s  o f honor and cl e an l iv ing .  Th i s  was l i fe !  Love , 

marr i age , a home - - ch ildren , p e rhaps ! ln o rd e r t o  make i t  

p o s s ibl e  he t o ok the f ir s t  j ob that o ffe red , and be c al'ne t ime

k e e per in an aB�an fact o ry .  



But the ne w int egrat i on was only sl ight ly l es s  one- s ided. 

th an the old , and h i s  new god s o on c ontrac t e d  a was t ing d iseas e  

and gradually l o s t  pot ency . His w i f e  was by no me ans the para

gon he had imag ined her , and the childre n she bore and s p o i l ed 

for h im were a cruel dis appo intme nt .  And s o , as the r e l entl e ss 

process o f  d i s integrat i on s e t  in , existence be c ame drab and 

burde nsome . Be ing ve ry human he bl amed his wife ins t e ad  of his 

god for the wre t chedne ss that was cre e p ing upon him; but his 

ide al s , the childre n o f  his  f o rmer g ods , ke pt him from d e s ert i o n .  

H e  h ad t o  support h i s  family ,  of c ours e , but what a grind of 

work l Ash c ans 1 He went about h i s  bus ine s s in a s t at e  ot' numb 

endurance as the shad e s  o f  hell again closed in ar ound him. 

" And then one night as he was shaking d own the furnace 

me chan i c ally ,  for the ebb ing l ibido had l eft his mind in a l eth

arg ic s t at e  o f  waking s l e e p  -- a highert o negl e c t ed l onging to 

make some thing of hims e l f  managed to bre ak thr ol�h int o c on

s c iousne s s  and. get a he ar ing ., He had a dre am - - an inventor ' s  

dre am about ash c ans - - that brougtt him wide awake with a j erk. 

True , he hat e d  ash c ans , but this - - A new and be t t er and 

che aper way o f  making the wre t ched �hings l And s o  in a dream, 

and out o f  the negl e c t ed Nazareth of his l i fe , c ame the d espised 

ash can following the Yale pennant and the wedd ing r ing in the 

proc e s s ion of h i s  g ods . Once more he worsh i pped , g ave utmost 

devot i on ,  balked at no s ac r i fi c e , and re int egrated his l i fe 

under a renewed maj or p�r pO B e , with a r enewed sens e of boundl �5s 

hope and wel l -be ing . 
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But th i s  t ime , as oft e n  happens when the new god is wholly 

s e cul ar , th e ide al s  born of the e arl i e r  g ods we re c ar e l e s s ly 

d i s c ard ed al ong w ith the g od s  whi ch beg ot tt em. In t he worship 

of iuc c e s s  he grew hard and s e l f i sh ,  s uppre s s ing e s s en t i al  human 

k indne s s  and sympathy , d e s p i s ing the ' unsuc c e s s ful ' as b e fore he 
h ad d e s p i s e d  ash c ans , and expl o i t ing them - - always within the 

l aw · - - whenever the ir ex:pl o i t at i on c oul d s e rve the g od Suc c e s s , 

whi ch d ominat e d  h im for many ye ars , drove h i  m hard , and f inally 

wore him out . R i ch powe rful and we ary , he began to ask hims e lf' 

what i t  was all ab out . And s o , l ike the g od o f  s port , and the 

god of love , the g od of s uc c e s s  al s o  s i ckened and p- i es , n o t  

be ing b ig e nough for the j ob o f  integrat i on a human be ing . 

Int e re s t e d  in no thing , ove rwh e lmi ed by the fut i l i ty o f  aJ.I thill,§, 

hal f mad w i th insomn i a ,  th e Ash G an  King de s c e nded once more-

into !that hell o f  l owered int e re s t  whe r e  the inne r v o i c e s  are 
aud ibl e t o  him w i l l  but h e e d .  

li lt ' s  al way s  in a dre am that s alvat i on c ome t o  us - - our 

own dre am ,  or the dre am of s ome o th e r  p e rson who s e  n e e d s  are 

ident i c al w i th ours . J ohn D o e  dre amed o f  the t e rr i f i ed s cr e am

ing of a c h i l d  he c o ul d n o t  find , t r ied de s p e r at e ly t o  f ind but 
inVar i ably awoke from h i s  f e w  s n at che s o f  s l e e p  with its s cr e ams  

ac tual ly r ing ing i n  h i s  e ar s . Unabl e t o  e s c ape s o  p e r s i s t e nt 

a me s s age from h i s  unc ons c i o us as this symbol o f  h e l pl e s s  t e rror 

wh i ch h aunt e d  his wak ing as we l l  as h i s  s l e ep ing dr e ams , his 

c ons c i ous mind be c ame obs e s s e d w i th t he cert a inty that it � a 

me s s age s t ruggl ing t o  bre ak thr ough - - th at there was s ome thing 



10 6 

the re wh i ch h e  mus t  br ing t o  birth as the mother mus t  br ing t o  

b i  th he r unb o rn child'. But h i s  c ons c i ous m ind l abored in vain. 

At l as t  he beg an to pray - - n o t  the s or t  o f  prayer wh ich t e l15 

g od what one want s , but the praye r  whi c h s t ruggl e s  t o  l e arn what 

G o d  want s the t ype o f  pray e r  wh i cb ,  whe n  i t  b e c ome s hab i t ual , 

g ive s one the r ight t o  s p e l l  God with a c ap it al  l e t t e r . And God 

s p oke ag ai n  out of N az are th , the negl e c t e d  quar t e r  of his l i fe 

from wh i ch g o od was l e as t  e xpe c t ed , and J ohn D o e  kn e w  that he 

had b e e n  h e ar ing the c ry o f  the underpr ivil eged children o f  the 

world , e s pe c i al l y  of th e p o o r  he had d e s p i s ed and expl o i t ed .  Ad 
s o  the symb ol o f  th e ch ild he c o ul d  n o t  f ind r e pl ac e d  the ash 
c an ,  and the r ing ,  and the pennant , and he found hims e lf worship
p ing a G od wh n l ive d w i th i n  h ims e l f ,  of wh om by me ans of prayer , 

h e  c oul d c at ch gl imps e s as s o  b e  l e d  on and on i nt o  a g e nuine 

�d pe rmanent r e l ig i o us l i f e  o f  e xpe r i e nc e  ins t e ad o f  me re 

b e l i e f .  

"You s e e , Dr . S igourney , w e  find that the re l ig i ous 

me chani sm s o  exqu i s i t e ly t aught by J e su s  in the symb ol i c  l a.nguag e 

h e  l oved i s  psychol og i c ally t rue . God i s  r e al ,  he ll i s  r e al , 

s alvat i on i s  r e al  - - d aily expe r i e nc e s  in our prac t i c al  l iv ing .  

We ac t ually mus t  be born ag ain - - and again and again unt il 

f inally we be ar and are born b.r that G od , that Gre at e s t  G o od  

that i s  gre at e n ough . -
Mr . S t e rl ing , 

" You don I t be l ieve at al�t\in an abs ol ut e , e t e rnal and 
omnip o t e nt G od', make r o f  h e aven and e arth? " His vo i c e  is r e 

s t rained and a l i t t l e  ho ars e . Th i s  s or t  of th i ne  sh o cks h im 
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bey ond e ndur anc e , and he ' s an o l d  man - - I w ish - - " And yet 
Mr . St e rl ing . 

you t alk o f  prayer ! C an yo u  pr ay t o  a G od that j. s within you - -
me rely a p art o f  your s e l f? "  

, II I tm s orry ,  Dr . S ig ourney . I sho uldn t t have f oz'c ed my 

my re l ig i ous o p in i on s  upon you . I II 

"You · ve forced n o th i ng upon me . l t ve as ked you - 

The s e  mod e rn i d e as - - 1 want t o  unci e rs t and them. It t s my 

bus ine s s  t o  unde rs t Ct11d them. How c an  you pray- t o  s ome th ing 

w i thin y o urs e l f? " 

" S ince tb e bee innlne; of t ime , Dr . S ig ourney , men h ave 

prayed to and be en i n s p i r e d  by the g o d  that l ive s w i thin them

s e l ve s . O ur psychol ogy t e ache s us that what we worship i s  al 

w ays s ome th ing from w ithin our s e l ve s . The px oj e c t i on o f  G od 

i s  an i l l us i on that s c i e n c e  i s  making impo s s ibl e f o r  t at ed
uc ate d and info rmed . .Mo s t  o f  us mus t  cho o s e  be tween f ind ing 

God w ithin o ur s e lve s  or d o i ng w ithout h im wh ich i s  psycho-

l og i c ally impo s s ible . And the G od wi th in is a fact -- a s ource 

o f  ins p i r at i on by wh i ch man has c l imbe d out o f  an imal ism . an� 
i s  c l  iPlbing out of barbar i sm .  And pr ayer is a f act , an e x

p e r i e nc e , a t e chn ique by whi ch w e  c an d e l ibe r at e ly l owe r the 

c on s c i o us int e re s t ins t e ad o f  wait ing for a h ell of d i s i n t e 

grat ion to d o  i t  for us . We ke e p  our G od w ithin c on s t ant ly 

gr o 'lfing and v ig o r ous by prayer - - the pr ac t i c e of praye r .  

By pray e r  we c an  av o id d i s int e e; r at i on , re s t l e s sn e s s , uncert ain-

t y , boredom and d e s pair . and ke e p  our me ntal and moral s an i ty ,  

o ur r e J  i g i ous he al th . " 
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t o  t e ll yo u  s ome th 1ng that -- th at I h aven ' t b e e n  abl e  to t e ll 

anyone e l s e . When my olde r son we nt t o  c ollege he WS13 at 

l:e ast 1 thought he was a 8hr i s t i an . 1 fe l t  sure that he was 

s afe . But he c ame .home b i t t e r  ag ains t all re l ig i on .  I:e is 

c on s ide rat e e n ough t o  d i s c us s it only w ith me - - but t o  me has 
been b i t t e rly ant i - re l ig i o us s inc e his j un i or y e ar  at c ollege . 

It qui t e  broke my he art , but I fe l t  the young er b oy would be 
abl e  to hel p me . He was more r e l i g i ous than hi s br o the r , more 

d e e ply re l ig i ou s , int end ing t o  g o  into the min i s try to my very 

gre at h ap p ine s s . And s o  I t al ked i t  ove r w ith him. He was 

t o  l o ok int o the subj e c t  o f  evolut i on , and f ind i t s  we akL s p o t:s , 
and he l p t o  br ing h i s  brother back t o  Chr i s t . 

"You c an  imag ine my gr ie f ,  then - - my d e s pe r at i on - - when 
he , t o o , c ame home pr ac t ic al ly an at e is t . .  R ight here i n  thifl 

s t udy he t old me . H i s  fac e  was whi t e , and h i s  b i t t e rness was 
a s oul- s e ar ing anguish that we nt f ar beyond th at o f  his brother . 
lh i s  �appened at Chr i s tmas t ime . He d e n ounc e d  me and my re

l ig i on as ch ild i sh and wo rs e . He c al l e d  it s upers t i t i on 

med ieval , and rad icul ous . 

" 1  d idn ' t know what t o  s ay .  I ' m a s tude nt of' Gre ek and 

� at in - - the c l as s i c s  of the the o l og i c al s t udent . I c ouldn ' t 

answe r  h i s  argument s b e c aus e I was no t a s tude nt of modern 
s c i e nc e .  I t o ld him he was not fair t o  turn ag ains t me - - that 

he mus t  g ive me h i s  b o oks , l e t  me s t udy what he had s t ud i ed and 
then I would answe r h im .  
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n And s o ,  s inc e Ghr i s tmas , I ' ve b e e n  r e ad ing s t udy ing 

unde r  the d ir e c t i on o f  my c olleg e - b oy s on , and _ _  " 

The p o o r  old man ! He ' s  out o f  h i s  chair . walking up and 

down again - - up and d Own !  Th� s  i s  awful 1 I neve r s aw such an 

und i sgui s e d  angu i sh s ho rt o f  - -

"Mr . S t e rl ing , "  hi s vo i c e  i s  ho ars e an d  broken - - " Atly 
b oys are r ight . The e v id e n c e  is overwhelming . I be l i eve in 

e volut i on - - I mys e l f , who was g o ing t o  br ing them back ,t o 
�hr i s t . I ' m l o s i ng my f ai th in the B ibl e l - - the 

God I ' ve worsh ipped , the God I ' ve pre ached ! I d on ' t  know what 
t o  d o l I s ome t:d.me s think I ' m  g o i ng mad ! To g ive up the 

C hr i s t i an i  ty th at has been my l i fe -- and my work " 

"But why g i ve up Chr i s t i an i ty ,  Dr . S igourney? " 

"Be c ause re l ig i on - - all r e l ig i on - - i s  mere ly mytho l ogy ! " 

";Sut that d oe s n ' t  me an that i t  mus t  be g iven up . It only 

me ans that it mus t  be under s t o od d i ffe re ntly -- int e rpr e t ed 

d i ffe re ntly. All re l ig i on i s  mytho l ogy ,  but mythol ogy i s  t he 

symbol i c . expre s s i on o f  the dre ams , the l o ng ings , the as pirat i ons 

o f  mankind , and man ' s dre am s , l o ng ings and as pirat ions are the 

valuabl e p art o f  him ,  the s ignifi c ant p art , the key t o  his past 
progre s s  and future p o s s 'ib il i t ies . Ac c e pt ing this , what h ave 

y o u  l o s t ?  Have n ' t  you me re l y  sub s t i t ut e d  mys t e ry for mag i c ?  

Beyond the frontie rs:;; o f  knowl edge sb fi �'Bc e ' and re l ig i on me e t  

i n  humi l i ty ,  and fac t s  g ive w ay  t o  symbols , and c e rt ainty t o  

hypothe s i s and as p i r at i on . and the re ' s  ampl e s c ope for tho s e  

whO bQPt c 'for i '(l iIl"Jrlort al ity t o  hope on . 
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"»o thing c an  t ake the G od within away from anybody who 

has onc e fo und Him. And all the b e auty o f  the Chr i s t i an symbol 

i sm and worsh ip i s  l e ft t o  us , infin i t e ly more be aut iful than wen 

d e s e c rat ed by the c rud i t ie s  and vulgarit i e s  o f  the l i t eral i n

t erpr e t at i on . the e ffi c acy o f  prayer is l e ft t o  us .  Once yveu 
get the o ther po int o f  v i e w , ' Dr . S ig ourney , we · ve l o s t  nothing 

no thing at al l . 

" And s e e  what we ' ve g ained ! First , i f  orthodox Chr i s t ian
i ty c ons i s t s  o f  the dre ams of Chr is t i ans about the dre ams of 

Chr i st , we · ve gained the r ight to charge the imp o s s ibl e dogma 
o f  the middle ag e s  as we ll as , the hide ous c r imes and pers e cut i ons ! 
and wit ch-burn ings , and int o l e ranc e s  of " Chris t i an i ty" ag ainst 

the ind iv idual ' �hr is t i ans wh� have dre amed bad dre ams .  .And we ' '\e  
, 

gained the inc al cul able pr ivilege o f  dre aming our own dre ams  a-
, 

bout the dre ams o f  Uhr i s t  or �y o ther s o ur c e  o f  s p i r it ual in-

s p i rat i on , unint imidat e d  by shch anc i ent and modern bigots as 

h ave s t r iven t o  force the ir dre ams upon us . lnat ' s  a reTolu-

t i onary l ibe rat i on o f  the ind ividual intuit i on ,  and it br ings 

w i th it the po s s ibil i ty o f  a We no 

l onge r  have a ' l owe r n ature ' that mus t be regarded as wors e  

than us el e s s , apolog i z ed for , re pud i ated and s t amped out b.Y 

a s o- c al l e d  higher n at ure . we have ins t e ad  a pers ona and a soul , 

o ppo s e d  but ne c e s s ary , t o  be e qually ac c e pted , and respe c t ed ,  

and value d  - - ape rs ona wh i ch is our out e r  pers onal i ty .  and ca 

s oul that l abors and c re at e s  o ur dre ams . -vv ith the c ons t ant help 

o f  the God within . The pers ona w ould be us e l e s s  w ithout the 

complete integration. 
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s o ul .  the s oul w ould be us e l e s s  without the pe rs ona. Thr o ugh 

our rel i g i o us t e chnique :, we make them work t oge ther in and 
through a highe r int egrat ion whi ch overl o oks no e s s en t ial e l e 

me nt of b al anced and 'be aut i fu� l iving .  Our unre s t  is g one . 

the re i s  n o  more boredom .  and l i fe unde r any and all circum

s t anc e s  be c ome s an ins p i red expe r i ence . M  

" P e rhaps p e rh aps • .D4.r . ::i t e r1ing . .But t o  me i.t i s  

empty - �  exc e pt for the dus t and a.§l�� s of my old faith o II 

" The re ' s  n o  human exp e r i � nce more painful . �r . � igourney ; 

e1ith e tha.n the. , ind iv idual or the c ol l e c tive l ife . than the laying 
• 

• •  as ide o f  a worshi p  that s b e e n  outgrown . " 

"No . I t ll th ink o v e r  what you ' ve s aid .  I' -- I ' ll s e e  

you ag ain . It t S d one me g o o d  t, o t alk with you , at any rate . 

I ' ve had nobody t o  t alk ' with _ a. about the s e  things . Rve n  IllY 
wife would not unde r s t and . and my s ons are - - b i t te r .  I ' ll 

hope t o  t alk with you again . ·  




