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THE MAN FROM ZURICH 

For one who le s s  than two years ago had made an earne s t  

i f  unsucce s s ful at t empt at suicide, Robert St erl illi; was finding 

l i fe in pos twar Wash ington remarkably l ivabl e . Thanks to Dr. 

John .Il.arkus, the man from Zurich , ·who l ived as we ll as t aught 

the gos pe l according to the Zurich school of modern psychol0eY. 

he had be e n  'born again' , a proces s that was of the essence of 

psychoanalytical sc ience philosophically d i s t ill ed and reap­

pe aring as the e s sence of rel igion .  

A w ier&. and dreaml ike str�l�� more horrible than &17 

fight ing he had seen in Franc e, � begun in the Walte r  Re e .. 

Ho s p ital, had been carried from there to St. El izabeth's llos­

pitalfor the insane, that crowded little community of deTil 

f ight e rs looking down upon the Cap i t ol Uity from the Anacost ia 

h i lls. and had. been fin ished -- the final s kirmi she s won a.ne. 
himself 

peace betweenAh.xx !Jlld his alienateS. soul de clared -- in Dr;e 
Maroef; ifarttmaJl!:,;.iarknapartment whe re his phys ic ian had invited 

h im to come and 

"A hospital for the ins ane is no place for you, Sterling. 

I'm going to take you home with me -- if you'll come ? "  He.had 

looked wi th di s t aste upon the walls o f  St. Elizabe th in whos e 

grounds theYwere walking while theYtalked. " It's for those 

who need it , but You're saner by far than n ine tenths o f  

oUIt" free Amer ic an citizens. Will you come home with me?" 

" It would be an impos it ion, Dr. Markus! Your wi fe --" 

~ 



-Le ft this morning for �ew York . S ails t omorrow for 

Switze rland to inv e stigate the children we l eft in s chool over 

the re a ye ar ago. Thinks they need a bit of mate rnal 

ove rhaulin& You may not know but you're darn good oom-

Come alon& and me h old down and fill up 
(l;' 

the emptie st pl ace in the �>�-� i 

Robe rt St e rl ing, ac c ordingly move s 
( c? 

asylum for the insane to Gne of its asyl f or 

the sane , where without le aving the premises you 

t o o th brush, order a suit of c�o thes , go s wimmina , at t e nd the 

the at e r , listen to dinne r music or dance t o  the lil ting jazz 

o f  the �ardman Park Hot e l  orche s tra. This agre e able change , � marke d  � p as s  ing from illne s s  to he al th in 

the fall of 1920. 

Throughout a mild ant open winter golf and horseback 

ridinc in Ro ck Cre ek Park brought his body back to its prewar 

vigor; morn ings in the re ading room of the �ongre ss i o n al  

Library expl or ing philosophie s, worlds of thought more fascin­

atini than primitive c ivilizations o r  polar c ontinents, had 

g i ve n  him an ins atiable if det ached int e r e s t  in naive humanity 

s o  feverishly c re at ing it s e lf; whil e the the ate r, significant 

as a psych ol ogic al phenomenon qui t e  as ide from its artis t�c 

v alue. wa� at its wor s t  amus ing , at it s be s t  an emotional out­

le t comparable to the old. - f ash i oned religious r evival or the 

older f ashi oned Dionysian orgy. 

Eut the s atis fac tions o f  park , library and the at er were 

unimport ant compared w ith the pr ice l e ss companionship o f  the 
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man from.6urich, who was so much more than physician -- more 
even than friend. How much more than friena Sterling hardlY 

dared admit. As well as any specialist he understood the 

problem'of 'transference to the physician'. the 'resolution' 

of which was the final task of the psychoanalyst in the case 
of every patient. Psychic energy -� interest , love. lioi«o -_ 

released from the tormenting complexes that had been ferreted. 

out of the unconscious and consciously aealt with and dispose. 

of, was transferred to the analyst who consequeIltly.became the 

more or less embarrassed. recipient of the passionateness that 

since primeval time mankind has poured out upo parent 
and god. Acquainteci as he was with the pr0cess�s by wb.ich 

analysts were accustomed to freet •• mselves from an idolatr.y 

as unwelcome to them as it was prejucicial to the patient. he 

kus did not the usual effort to rid 
• 

� 
of his. explanation/l 

� 
this the friendsh�p of the patient apd was leaT-

ing to him the responsibility of severinc the bond between 

them at whatever time andiin:f'whatv.er manner he saw fit. 

Not wishing to sever the boned. Sterling comprowisecl by 

tempering his devotion. He avoided both worship an� senti­

mentality by allowing his renewed urge toward life te 9arry 

him into B;-:�a1:eeper1.A�derstaDdmN; of life and of himself. But 

the parent and son r existed between them in spite 
......... 

of the mere decade �heir birthdays, and since 

Sterlinc had only fading memories of his actual parents,� 
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THE MAN FROM �URIUH 

l!lor one who less than two years ago had made an earnest 

if unsuccessful attempt at suicide, Robert Bterling we.s fin�ing 

life in postwar ¥Washington remarkably livable. Thanks to Dr. 

John ilarkus, the man from l.urich, who..C:;�.a-==as==weH=:a._taught 

the gospel according to the itourich school of modern psycholoey, 

he had been 'born again', a process that was of the essence of 

psychoanalytical science"philosophically distilledJ and reap­

pearing as the essence of religion. 

A wierd and dreamlike struggle, more horrible than a:ny 

fighting he had seen in France, was begun in the Walter Reed 

�ospital, had been carried from there to St. Elizabeth's Hos­

pital for the insane, that crowded little community of d evil 

fighters looking down upon the capitol city from the Anacostia 

hills, and had been finished -- the final skirmishes won and 

peace between himself and his alienated soul declared -- in 

Dr. aarkus' Wardman Park apartment where his physician had 

invited him to come and to remain. 

"A hospital for the insane is no place for you, Sterlin&. 

I'm going to take you home with me -- if youill come?· He had 

looked with distaste upon the walls of �t. Elizabeth's in whose 

grounds they were walking while they�,ta1ked. "Itts for those 

by far than nine tenths of 

you come home with me?" 

"It would be an imposition, lJr. Markus! Your wife -- It 

who need 
0\,-\JL 

our- ~:eee 



"Le ft this mo rning f or New Y ork. � ails t omorr ow f or 

Sw i tzerlancl the ch ild ren we le ft in s ch ool 

ove r the re a ye ar ago. � need ' a  bit of maternal 

ove rhaul ing. You .may n ot know it , o te rl i�, b ut yout re darn 

good c om pany. Gome al on g  and he lp m e  hold d own and. f ill up 

the em pti e�p l ace in the uni v� rseI " 

A c c o rd in gly H obe rt 

asy lum f or the insan e t o  the 

san e, whe re without leaving the premi ses y ou might buy a 

t o o thb rush, onter a su i t  of c l o the s, go Bwimming, attend the 

t he ater, l i s ten t o  dinn e r  mus i c  or dance t o  th e liltin& jazz 

of the ft ardman Park H o te l  Q.chest ra. 'l');1is agr ee abl e change 

mar ked his pas sing fro. illnes s to health in the rall of 19�. 

Throughout a mild and open win ter gol f  and hors ebapk 

rid ina in R ock C reek Park br ought his b o� b ack to i ts p rewar 
. , 

vigo r. m orning s in the re ad ing ro om of the C ongres s ional 

L ibrary ex pl orin g phi loso phies, amaz ing world s of thought .more 

f aSC in at ing than prim i t iv e  civi lizat ions or polar cont inents, 

h ad g iven h im an ins at iab le if det achea in te res t in naive 

humanity s o feve ris hly G:r-eating itse l f;·· whi le the theater, 

s igni fi can t  as a psycho l ogical phenomenon qu ite asid e from it s 

artd: sti c  v alue, was at its wors t  amusing, at it s be st an 

emot. i onal outlet c om pa r ab le t o  the o ld- f ash ioned re l ig ious 

revival or t he older f ashioned D i ony sian o rgy. 

But the s ati s f ac ti on s of p ark, lib rary and the ater we re 

unim port ant compared wi th the pr ice le s s  c om pani on ship o f  th e,: 
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man from �urich, who was so much more than physician -- more 

even than friena. How much more than friend Sterling hardly 

dared admit. As well as any specialist he understood the 

problem of 'transference to the physician', the 'resolution' 

of which was the final task of the psychoanalyst in the case 
of every patient. Psychic energy -- interest, love, libido -­

released from the tormenting complexes that had been ferreted 

out of the unconscious and consciously dealt with and disposed 

of. was transferred to the analyst who consequently became the 

more or less embarrassei recipient of the passionateness that 

since primeval time has been poured out upon phe'-'pnrent, the 

woman, and the god. Acquainted as he was with the processes by 

which analysts were accustomed to free themselves from an idol­

atry as unwelcome to them as it was prejudicial to the patient, 

he wondered that Markus did not make the usual effort to be rid 

of him. The only possible explanation was that in this case 

the physician desired the friendship of the patient and was 

leaving to hi. the responsibility of severing the bond between 

them at whatever time and in wh�tever manner he saw fit. 

�ot wishinc to sever the bond Sterling compromised by 

tempering his devotion. Re avoided both worship and sentimen­

tality by allowing"his renewed urge toward life to carry him 

into a deeper understanding of life and of himself. But the 

parent and son relationship existed. between them in spite o� 

the mere decade between their birthdays, and since Sterling 

possessed no more than fading memories of his actual parents, 

• 
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he found himself qui t e  childishly l O ath t o  make what Markus 

c alled ' the s ac r i f ic e', youthts renunc iat i on of infant ile in­

dolenc e and fre e dom at the relentle s s  call of �b i ologica1 des­

tiny' -� to s we at and toil under the .l±nescap�bl e lash of matur­

ing ambi t ion and de s i re. Rej uv inat e d , snat ched s o  to speak from , 
the s crap he ap in his e arly thirt i e s , Sterl ina was remarkably 

c ont ent, unt roubl ed by ambit i on and d e s ire -- fbr the t ime bei� 

Turning the situation ove r in his thot�ht s at an April 

breakfas t t able, "Markua." he began - - the que s tion had been 

lying there unasked for mo nths - - "after what Itve be en through 

have I a right to marry and have children?" 

"Go od l ordl Ye s l  Why not?" The cl ean- c ut .Markus fea­

ture s we re l it by surpr i s e  k i ndl ing into re as s ur ance. "l'lo thing 

he re d i t ary about your troubl e . That shocking exper ien c e  at the 

end o f  your childhood a trage dy s o  dreadful you·d never been 

abl e  to talk about it to anyone t ill you t old me about it -­

and even then after twe nty ye ar s  y?U c ould hardly get it out. 

That was wh at made you so re tic e nt. Exc e s s ively al o of from 

young c ompan i o nship • .  I:)e r i ous. i:aud i ous. Much bet t e r  for 

your engine e ring work tha'(' i t  was fo r you. At the outbreak 

of the war you Nere one - s i d ed but not cert ainly not more 

neuro t i c  than the ave rage Amer i c an  bus ine s s  man. And aft er 

the war - - analyze your situat ion. Profes s i onal int ere s ts 

g one. In their pl ace a s e r i ou� injur,y. )Gthinetbinsdabead but 

a dre ary. tedious and intensely painful c o nval e s cenc e the out­

c ome o f  wh i ch w as de c idedly doubt ful, your habit ual retice nce 



he found h imse l f  qu i t e  chi l dishly l oath t o  make what Markus 

called. 'the s ac r if i c e ', youth's renunciat i on o f  infant ile in-

d olence and fre e d om at the re lentless call 0 biol ogical des-
� ��- ,",\:.. � 

tiny - - t o  swe at and toil unde r thj1 lash o f  , matur ing amb i tion 

and desire. Rejuvinat ed. s nat ched s o  to s pe ak "from the scrap­

he ap in hi� e arly thirt ies , Ste rling was remarkably content, 

unt roubled by ambi t ions o r  d e s i res - - for the t ime being. 

Turn ing the s ituation over i n  h i s  thoughts one April 

morning at breakfas t . MMarkus . M he began -- the question had 

been lying the r e  unaskeQ for mo nths "aft er what I've been 

through have 1 a r ight t o  marry and h ave children?" 

"Good lord! Yesl �hy not?· The clean- cut Marku8 

fe ature s  we re lit by surprise kindli ng into re assur an c e . 

"No th ing experi-

e nc e  at the e nd o f  your neve:r 

eve n  bee n  abl 
j..I\� 

to spe ak of it t o  anyone t ill you t ol d  me about 

it -- and�afte r  twe nty ye ars you c oul d hardly getli�cout! That 
was wh at made you so reticent. Excessively 

from young c ompan i o nsh i p .  

for your e ngine e r ing than i t  was for you . the out-

break o f  the war you were one-sided but not -- c e r t ainly 

more neurot ic than the ave rage Amer ican bus iness man. 

4 

after the war - - jus t analyze your s i tuat i on .  Your profe s s ional 

int erests were gone, and i n  the i r  pl ac e was a ve ry serious in­

jury. With nothing ahead. but a dreary, tedious and int e n s ely 

p ainful c o nvale s cence the out c o�e o f  whick was d e c idedly d oubt�ul 
(� ) -- �,' J 
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Sterling covered an intensity of relief which indicated how 
heavily the question had been weighing upon him, by pouring 

5 

redoubled, you didnit have a handhold on life -- not a handhold. 

if there'd\been a father or mother, brother or sister.' wife or 
,-, 

ch ild vr la c kin& all of thes e ::,; I if you had be�n less ret-

episode over 

of if yo td had th e rel igi ous � 

vJ� 
• life ave been worth the effort. 

out. And that little 

it was faulty treatment t,hat 

took you there.. Should never happened. Meane .no more 
than anybody · s nightmare. y�u this be fore 

n ot left you wondering. Certainly ­ By all me.ans, merry. 

Wh o  is she, Sterling'" 

" Haventt found her yet. Haven' been looking. Only 

wanted to know in case. It cream into his cof� 

ee,which reminded him to notice whether Markus had had cream. 

He )'lad, but studying his 
I 

wrong with it -- d ipping the spoon 

coffee 

in and 

as;1s 

out, 

mething were 
observin& it 

critically. Odd. Breakfast, always of the best, cam e regu­

larly from the hotel kitchen and seemed beyond criticism to 

Sterling. He tasted his COffee and found it excellent. Curi-

osity finally broke his silence. 

cup of c offee , Ma!�u5?" 
"What do you see in that . , . 

"Vortices ," beamed Markus , conti nu ing h is observa-

t ions. "Cyc l on ic storme in miniature, clockwise and counter­

clockwise. Seel' You put your spoon down in -- like that. A 

little more slanting! Thatte it! Isntt that pretty?" 

"Very." SteTling laughed, quite as fascinated as Markue 

tom friend&; 
cJ..IJ 
o~ -hav~ no 

av~ wanted 

at St. 

was 

I 

v;th 
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redoubled, you didn't have a handhold on life -- not a handhold. 

If there'd been a father or mother, brother or sister, wife or 

child -- or lack ing the se , if you · d been less reticent,· able to 

make friends; or if you · d had the relig�ous € ss ent ial s as. you 
have them now, life would have be e n  worth the effort. You'd 

not have wanted 'to snuff it out. And, that little episocle over 

at st. Elizabetht s It was faulty treatment that took you 
there. Should never have happened. Means no more than any­

body·s ni�htmare. I should have told you this before -� not 

left you wondering. C ertainly -- By all means, marry. Who 
is she, Sterling?" 

."Haven't found her · yet. Haven't been looking. Only 

wanted.to know -- in case." Sterling covere� an intensity of 

relief which �ndicated how heavily the question had been weigh­

ing upon hin by pouring cream into his coffee, which reminded 

him to notice whether Markus had bad the cream.e 

He had, but was studying his coffee as if something were 
wrong with it, dipping the spoon in aMout, observing it crit­

ically. Odd .  Breakfast, always of the best , came regularly 

from the hotel kit chen and se emed beyond criticism to Sterlill&. 

He taste d  his cof fee and found it excellent. Guriosity finally 

broke his silence. ",What do you see in that cup, Markus ? " 

41Vortices," beamed. Markus , continuing his obse rvations. 

"Cyclonic storms in miniature, clockwise and counterclockwise. 

See t You put your spoon down in -- like th at . A little more 

sl anting! That's itl Isn't that' pretty?" 



ag reed t o answer anything they want to ask. " 

"Stagg affa ir?" 

"No, I ' ve inv i te d  the wive s . Eve'r meet Mrs. Oli ver'" 

"Onc e. She seem ed ve ry intel l e c tual . "  

'7 

"She i s ,  and l ess orthodox if poss ibl e than her . hus band . 

and Mrs. � leme nt s i s  her precise oppos ite . a fee l ing type who 

ques t i ons noth ing she was taught in ch ildhood to beli eTe . " 

Sterl ing came in ·from th e. golf links e arly that after­

noon, bought daffodils and s weet pe as with which tG dre ss t he 

apartm ent , and pi l ing u p  scat t e re d  news papers and magazines 

did hi s best to give the Markus abode that feminine touch that 

in the ab s e nc e  of its mi st re s s  i t  usually lacked. The dinner 

was to be s erved from the hot e l  kitchen, and he put two t ables 

t oge t he and b rought the chairs for the � bedrooms in ord er 

to comers. 

As he dressed he w onde re d wh at su ch a mixture of type e 

would f ind to t alk about, but he need not h ave concerned him­

self. They t alked about their children, a subject of common 

i nterest wh i ch nat urally h ad not occurred to his bachelor 

m ind. The wome n began i t  imme d iate ly upon being introduce d .  

They told how many t hey had, a nd thei r name s and ages,. and 

�x� cont ageous diseases, ��� before their wraps 

had fair' ly been laid aside --, and the me n l i s tened a� .. if it , 

were intere s t ing . D ome st ic ity was the keynote, a nd Ste rl ing 

was amused but de c ide dly out of his element. And so he bus ied 

himself 
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himself with the waiters and their trays, putting a large bowl 
of sweetpeas in the center of th,e damask covered tables which 

looked quite convent ionally like a ([ti1l1rlgize.CHdinner table. 

J!;verything was as informal as possible and they seated them­

selves and were served with oyster cocktails, of which lI4.arkus 

was fond,. still discussing they offspring with unabated in­

terest. 

".A11.y husband tells me, Dr. Markus. that you are educating 

your children in Switzerland," said Mrs. Oliver, who might have 

been forty-five but looked rather younger. - Sterling decideQ 

that the education of chiJ.dren was undoubted the subject upper­

most in her obviously active mind. "Is it becaus e you think 

the schools over there are better than ours1" 
"PartlY-. They· re doing especially well wtilol§Il&,g.eges -­

speak English, b'rench and german like natives. But it wasn't 

al together on. that account. that we left them over there." 

"Row old are your children"f" inquireci .Mrs. Ulements who 

never spoke without changing the direction of the conversation. 

Her white hair contrasted interestingly with a youthful fresh­

ness of complexion which made her age impossible to conjecture. 

Rer question suggested that children of any age should not be 

separated from their parents. 

lIl'he girl is fourteen'1.M.a.llkus replied. liThe boys are 

twel¥e(l a.i)(.ie ten. " 

"And so far away?" The minister's lady was frankly 

shocked. "But of course their mother is with them -- looking 



after them. II 

"She's been spending the winter over there trying to 

get acquainted with them all over again without being in the 

way," laughed Markus. "But when she went over last fall she 

hadn l t s e en them ' for a year." 

�rs. Oliver took advantage of the other woman's speech-

less disapproval to rescue the conversation. ",tjut why, lJr. 

Markus? You haven I t given us your real reason. what are you 

aiming at?" 

MOur aim is to apply-, the new psychology as we see it to 

the education of pur children. The infantile personality __ tI 

IIlJr • .Markus __ H Mrs. lilements had now recovered her 

voice "Do you mean to tell me that you left those little 

children away off there 1 .i!'or.a �l It 

It .hardly alene, Mrs. "'lemen ts. There were many other 

children, and plenty 0:[ hagh�:igrade teachers, and friends who 

could be counted upon in any emergency. �ut we did give our 

chil dren a full year in which they were absolutely lmhamperea 

by the family relationship. II 

Mrs. Uliver againvt<hokq:wvahtage of the speechlessness 

of .lIII.rs. t;;;lernents. "What were you saying about the infantile 

personali ty, lJr • .wJ.arkus·'" 

lI�very child who comes into the world has some sixteen 

different ways of remain ing permanently infantile," laughed 

the physician of souls.
tr

No.nonefcan escapes all of them, but 

we want our childreD to escape as many as poss i ble. lt seeIll2 

- --- - -- -
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to us that the problem of education __ h 

ri�ut nr. Markusl" Mrs. �lements had recovered speech 

at last. "1'0 break fam ily t iesl Theyire so precious, don't 
you think? Dontt you think th e breaking up of the home is 

the greatest danger of these modern times?' lbe greatest evil?" 
Ii�O. + think th e greatest danger of this or any other 

period is the human mania for going to extremes. One genera­
tion 1s whippet ind i s c r iminately for every offense whipped 

at school, whipped again at home for being whipped'at sbhool. 
And another generation i s  ut terl y unsp�e. -- undisciplined 

in every way. " i  donlt know which' is worse. �d its the same 

with this question of home influence. lbe children who aren't 

morally enemic for the want of it are suffocate. by an excess 

of it. With ours -- vlell, of course it's too soon to 

h ow they!ll turn out. It t s experiment. " 

";But how can you bear to Mrs. Clement's 

mind seemed to bounce about without ever for a moment penetra. 

lng �ythlng. " I  wouldnit,� with a child of m ine!" 

"How do you help it?" inquired hs. Oliver sweetly try­

ing not to be s arcas tic. "Isnft every child an experimept 

f rom the day citi stborJil'tclAnd isn't every experiment different 

from every other? Are there any rules that can be trusted'" 

"Rul es, no." replied Markus. "But there ar e  certain 

fundamental principles that should be kept i n  mind." 

"That t s what I think," agreed Mrs. Clements. ":au:t what. 

can you expect with everybody getting divorceu. What are we 

10 
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go ing to do w i th the d ivorce evil, Dr. Markus?-

"Br ing our ch ildren up so that their minds can meet the 

de.mands:';o(f'c:phv:sical maturity. lIlllman bod ies mature as early ae 

they did in the stone age, but hllmUl mindsl 'What with depend­

ence upon parents throughout the college age -- we don't give 

them a chance to mature while the urge to maturity is strong­

est. Gur modern ideals of education make the fixation of in­

fancy almost inevitable. And when an adult infant who has been 

carefully protected from the sweat and labor of human destiny 

marries expecting to acquire a mate who will also be a parent 

there*s nothing ahead but trouble." 

"And they marry too early, don't theyl" sa.id Mrs. 

blements. "Really --'� They shouldn't marry till they're thirty . 

That's what I always sa:y. They should live a little first." 

Dr. Qlements ignored h is wife's contribution. "Will 

send ing them away to school in ch ildhood. insure their escape 

from infant ile fixat ion�' Will it wean them from the parente?" 

"�ot necessarily, since the school is very parental; 

but it weans the parente. from the children -- g ives t hen the 

chance to change the ir att itude, and get over this all too 

pare�taJ. manner. �o many parents forget how to be anythinc 

else w i th their ch ildren." 

"How true that is, II babbled Mrs. Clements.. II I always 
say, 'Once a mother always a mother.' After the first baby 

comes you never really know What it ,is to sleep the n ight 

through, but -- It·s worth it. That's what I always saY. 

Itts the sweetest th ing in l ifel" 
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At this point ±Kx�xKXzaxisK Dr. Oliver, who had 

be en silently addressing himself to his dinner, boomed into 

conversation with a:':fa irly startling bass. "The modern chi1.d 
! 

doesntt' give you a chance to begin to drop the parental atti-

12 

tude," he objected. "At ten and twelve and fourteen the younc­

ste r o f  this enlightened age has no sense of responsibilIty, 

no regard for the rights of other people, no judgment whatever." 

")laturally he hasntt -- if hets been nurtured upon mBAi­

ern sentimel!talIty,Htnis idiotic fad that there must be no 

inhiBitions. Without inhibitionon there is no sublimation. 

This age imagines it can reach � enlightenment without pass­

ing through the age of taboe. Impossible! It is by w� of 

the taboo that the individual. like the race must achieve 

civilization. " 

"Then you believe in early obedience?" asked Mrs. Oliv:er. 

"So do I," chimed. in Mrs. elements. "Just as soon as 

you can reason with them. One should reason, shouldn't one?" 

"Yes." Dr. Markus suppressed a smile. "But not to get 

obedience'. One gets obedience in order that one may reason --

in order t hat the child may eegi� early to list e n  to reason. 

The quicker you get a child. into the age of taboo, the quicker 

you can ge t him through and beyond it. Every week, every d� 
if possible tbe child should fe el himself older, stronger, 

freer. (,;;hildhood shoulcl be short, and sending the children 

away nexps the parents to make it BO - - ke e ps them from lin­

gering in the delights of infancy. If you know you're going 



to turn your child over to somebody else at the age of nine 

or ten, you won' t procrastinate. What you are able to do for 

him you will do." 
"They do grow so fast, don't they!" mourned Mrs. blements. 

liMy .�,baby is nineteen, but -- I hol d her close. tlhe' ll aJ.wsys 

be a baby to me. I believe in holding them close, don t t you. 

Dr. Markus?" 

Ii In some ways -- yes , " smiled the psychologist. "M.y 

family will be united again soon. We plan a home in Chevy 

Chase, and I hope for a close friendship with my ch i ldren 

a very close friendship." 

Robert Sterling had lis tened to this ciiscussion - - the 
only one of its 

. 

gix�xx�xtkK sort at which he had ever been present -- at first 
with amusement, then with an unwel come s e nse of waking from 

a delightful dream to the painful realization that he must 

leave a wa rm be.d and brave the chill a't'IDasphere of an alien 
only casually mentioned his children 

world. Markus had H�¥��i�����hl�X��� - - Prob-

ably had a principle against talking domesticity except with 
domestic people, but his silence on the subject had created an 

illusion . These de lightful bachelor months with a man who 

only appeared to be a bachelor, but was was very much married, 

was soon to bring his family together -- make a home for them 

in Chevy Chase 

A sudden arid intense jealousy of Mrs. Markus and the 

Markus children was li ttle if any easier to bear because it 
was understood. W1hat if one was merely suffer ing from the 

13 

.. • 
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libido transferrence to the physiciap! 

Had to get out that was what it amounted to. Should 

have cleared out before this, and would have -- except for 

something very like an infantile fixation. He had not been 

financially dependent -- but wasn't he shockingly dependent 

morally and spiritually? He tried to picture Markus with � 

' family about ,h;i.. and found. himself hating the family! 

Markus, whe could fall in so graciously with any human 

situation -- played idiot's delight with the children from the 

next apart��nt with the same enjoyment that he showed in the 

discussion of Kant, Spinoza and Bergeo. after the children 

went home -- could be equally engaginc in evening dress or 

lounging about in his 01. clothes -- Was there anywhere in 

the , .world another human be ing with shuch charm -- who coul. 

give such charm to life and make the world so warm ana friend.ly? 

The conversation regarding the education of the yoUJ1& 

continued throughout the meal, Mrs. Ulements bouncing about 

in ita midst, and Mrs. Uliver persistently and firmly gather­

ing up the scattered fragments, the minister occasionally 

quest ion , and the �tist making 

, . th 't � but JIIlarkUB speaklngA Wl e au. orl y 

of a deeper insight and a wider experience. Sterlinc forced 

himself back to attention now and again without being able to 

stay wi th it. 'lhe unwelcome fact that he must leave this 
.. ' 

pleasant place, shoulld J:1ave left before this , kept tugging at 

his thoughts. It was a wonder Markus hadn ' t told him to get 

out! 

asking a significant 
,/ll~~~f 

contributions, th th ~ 
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The dinner arrangements had scarcely been' cleared aw� 

before other guests began to drop in. �verything was most in­

formal, .Markus himself opening the door for each new arrival.. 

Among many Sterling had never met were several Bureau of Stand� 

ards 'men -- evidently friends of Dr. Ol iver, also Maury the 

poet, Kern the painte r . and two, men in the garb
.c�f the cleray. 

The room was pretty well fillea, s ince most of them had brought 

their Hives. xarkus s at in grac ious informality, at ease with 

himself and the world, upon the piano stool. . 

"You've all -- or nearly all -- asked me at one time or 

another about my religious convictions," he beg an, Mana I've 

hesitated to answer because -- Well, my r e l ig i o n  is a subj ect 

that I don*t like to d iscuss at all unless I canbe thorough 

enough to make myself un�erstood. But tonight I'll answer 

anything you care to ask. And in order that you may be frank, 

unhampered by the opinions and preconception� of others, sup­

pose you write your questions -- anonymously." 

Sterlinl assisted in the passing of pencils and paper 

and then found a seat in the far corner of the room where he 

might observe with a sense of nonparticipation. His questions 

had long since been asked and answered exhaustively, and the . 

re l ig i on o f  the Zurich school of psychoanalysis was the very 

foundation of his renewed exis tence . 

It interested him that there was no conversation Whatever, 

no sound but the rustle of paper as many pencils stated the 

religious problem from the widely different viewpoints of this 



most unsu8ual gathering. Intellectually the group was more or 

less distmguished even for Washington. Most of the men were 

members of the Cosmos Club, which required for admission a 

more than ordinary aistinction in science, or literature, or 
the fine arts, or the learne4 professions, or the publio ser­

vice. Among them there was probably not one who questioned 

the theory of eY.olution or the necessity of adaptill& religion 

to the trend of modern thought or else dropping it entirely. 

What would they ask? 

16 

Markus gathered up the questions, took them to the light 

beside the piano where he looked them oTer.� .. :arnanging them 

with absorbed atte.ntion. "Interesting," he sai". "Two thira.s 

of you have asked the same que�tion -- stated differently, but 

amounting to the same thing. 'What shall we teach our child­

ren?' We can neglect the problem for ourselves 

or we can emotional riches. 
But we would like our children to be rich both emotionally and 

, Ilrll, 

intellectually. C an  we give them both th�ellectual enlighten­

ment and the comforts o f  religion? 

"That t s what most t.9ft�nuaewant to know. but we t 11 take up 

the other questions first: ';00 you bel;1..eu in God? 'Do you 

believe in �mm rtality" Do yo believe in prayer?' ,�o you 

believe in the divinity of �hrist?' I�O you believe in the 

unique inspiration of the Bible?' '�o you believe in the 

church?' 

"Now these are intellectual, not religious questions. 

~ ua 
compromi~ etween ihtellaOthal>fand 
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My religion is not at all a belief, it is an experience. In­

tellectual ly I have to believe what my reason dictates; but I 

could change my beli�f6 indefinitely according to whatever 

facts 1 run across without effecting my religion. My religion 

has to do w th longings and aspirations transcending reason;jj;�' 
With deli�erate intention Hobert Sterlinc withdrew his 

attention from th 

than any one present 

friend and physician. Better 

that Markus himself , he knew 
thaLmeaning 

soul -- the 

experience, what it waN to lose one's 

was out 

of being 'born again'. 

sacrifice -- break away 

The voluntary introv 

the personality whose relig ion 

into hell, the painful.process 

must complete his rebirth. He must 

Dr. llarkus became prayer, w 

under the teaching of 

already secon� nature to Dr • 

.n4.arkus t He understood the energic theory 

of it. By withdrawinc all conscious interest in everythinc 

within and without, the psychic energy 1h at is ordinarily ex-
pended upon consciousness flows into the the unconscious and 

activates the inner soul processes . But the. practice was far 

more vital than the theory. He had learned to dive into his 

unconscious at will as· one dives into a quiet pool, rema in 

there in a state that differed from sleep chief� because con­

sciousness could be at any moment voluntarily resumea, and come 

up again with something of inspiration if it were no more than 

a. peace of God quite literally past all Understanding. But 

• 
remarks of his 

even 

of 

of . order, the 

rsion, which 

friend and. 



oftener than not he c ame out o f  the � de pths o f  prayer with very 

m uch m or e  than the peaq e of Goa - - with s omething of insp irat ion 

tntimp.t e ly '�elated to h i s  pract ical purposes and probl ems , lwt 

5 0  supe r i o r  t o  his consc i ous thinking that there could be bo 

irreverence in acc e pt ing it as the g i ft of Go •• 

And so , while bod ily pre s e nt and a part of thi s  gather ing 

of the fr i ends o f  his friend , he withdrew int o his own inner 

kingdom and the c ompany was breaking up when he retunned to 

full awarenes s .  As the d o or c � o sed upon the l as t  o f  his guests 

-arkus looked at h i s  watch .  " I  must be g O inl , - he s ai. . � � ' m 

t akin� the night train t o  �ew � ork - - c onsultat i on . - He s t epped 

"into h is bedroom am whi s tled s o ftly , " l'he s idewalks o f  � e w  

York , ' and the s ounds o f  a m an  gather ing t o il et neces s ities 

int o a briefcas e  were aud ibl e .  " I ' ll be back Thur s d ay  morn inc . "  

he announce_ , reappear inc .  

" I ' ll be gone when you c ome back , �arkus . "  

"Gone I 1" A l O OK o f  d i smay l ived long e nough to re asure 

the gue st who fe ared he had s t ay ed too long . "But of c ours e  - ­

iI  .. suppo se y o u  mus t . It . 

"Yes . I ' ve s t o od on the s idel ines l ong en ough . I must 

get int o  the game. " 

"�here you g o ing ? "  

"Ab out a thous and mil e s  away from this l it t l e  heaven of 

yours . If I ' m  no t re ady to make a c l e an  bre ak [ ought to be . "  

" Oh ,  you ' re re ady enough . but - - Lord , how I ' ll miss 

you? ,What you g o ing t o  d o ? "  

l? 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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" I haven ' t  the remot ezt idea where I ' m  g o inc or what I'm 

gokng t o d o  when I ge t there , exc e pt -- I t sh�lng-ol1c.(.,l\to l[{ 

dream trail s . ..  

"Do they po�nt toaQkdt oward e ng ineering?" 

"lTot yet . though of . c o uree they may .  ..rus t nOlli t.here ' s 

no de fin i t e  tre!ld . but it doe s n t  mat t er s o  long � " I can s ee 

the next s t ep . ' Le ad  Kindly L ight ' is the only s ong in I!W 
hymbb08k� " 

"You bel ieve i t  will s t ill l e ad  you on'" 
"How c an  1 doubt it? It * s  br oug� me out of hell . "  

" And you me an t o  re c ons t ruct your l i fe under an ex­

clus ively rel ig i ous and ins pirat ional guid ance ?  Is c ons c ious 
re as on t..c,::have no v o i c e  in your affaire ?  

nOh - - I don ' t ' g o  e o  far as that , Markus . But � re as on ,  

whi ch used t o  bel ieve i t s e l f  supreme has been humbled t o  the 

dus t . It made a col o s s al.  me s s  o f  things . : and. g o t  itself t.ie­

mo ted - - no thing l e ft t o  it but the veto p o wer . " 

" 1  s e e . Al l  new l eg isl at ion i s  t o  c ome out of the un-

. " c on S C lOUS •. , 

"Ye s .  St raight from the s ourc e  o f  l ight . It � s  a rel ig­

i ous expe riment if you want t o  c all it that . 1 shall g ive � 

unt roubl ed at tent i on t o  the v o i c e  of my cre at or - - and s e e  what 

he will c re at e . He ' s  t o  have h i s  way' with me . "  

"You ' ll ke e p  a j ournal . Sterl ing -- a det ail e� re c ord . " 

")lot I .  Don ' t  get me wrong . I ' m  not �ut to founa a re"!' 

& ig i on i  I ' m  out to unde rst and the laws of my own be ing -- and 



19 

obey them i f  I c an .  1 1 m  out to find the opt imum o f  l ife i f  I 
can find _it -- for mys e l f . " --

" Surely . l t d be the l as t  t o  advis e you t o  go about ��do­

ing g o od. ' .  13ut no man �.x1DlIlxumx:UlQ<nlU£nlUlz.x1l1Xb:D 

find the opt imum of l i fe without making s ome s ort of a contr1-

but i oR t o  c ivilizat ion .  That ' s one of the l aws of your be ing , 
I 

s ome thing you * Te inhe r itea from a eountles8 multitude of CiT­

i l i z at ion bu ilders . M 

"All r ight . If I c an · t help d o ing good I ' ll deudt with 

as l it t l e  meddl ing in the affairs of others as p o s s ible . but - ­

you t re go ing to miss your train , Markus . "  

M�liss ing my tr a.in is noth ing t o  what I ' m going t o  mise 

if you don ' t t ake a ac ientific att itude in this matter . A 

man o f  your mental c al ibre -- w ith your pers onal exper i ence 

and t raining -- undert akinc a p iece of re l ig ious r e s e arch - ­

and not _ _  " 

"You certainly w ill mis s  your traiin l  ;;.JhtBualOn,; . Markus ! II 

"Will you write - - " 

"Sure 1 Run along , and I ' l l wr ite a. book - - Adve ntures 

in Re l ig i on , or anything you want t o  c al l  it. ¥ou ' ve j ust 

barely t ime - - It 

As Robert S t erl inc pushed hie fr iend John Markus out 

the door and in the g e ne ral d ire ct i on of th e elevator . his 

l as t  ves t ige of adul t courage and re s olut ion o o z ed aw� . H� 
he ard the elevat or d o or open and c lose with a ch ild ish paniG 

.. 
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t�at owa$ i nhe s f irst thr e at e ning bre ath of a d evas t at ing s t orm of 
l one l ine s s  which t ete �tmm him every shread of c onfide nce and 

beat pit i l e s sly up on h i s  nude and shiver ing soul as he cowareu 
in the apartment that he had. c ommit t e d  hims e l f  t o  leav ing be­

fore h i e  fr iend returned . He wanted t o  run after Markus l ike 

a spoiled child begg ing its mo ther n o t  to goo 1\"847 . He had 

t alked brave ly enough - - and s ince rely enough .  but With 

Kark�s g one . eve ryth ing g o od in hims e lf s eemed al s o  t o  have 

g one .  He was worth noth ing without .Mar kus . He haD. been an 

id iot t o  s uppos e he c ould. bre ak awa,y ! - He s at down in MarkuS ' 
favo rite chair and gripped the arms as if the s t orm swe e ping 

over hill. we re an ac tualr t ornad o  that might hurl him. to his 

de ath . 

Vaguely he r e al i zed that this was a r egre s s i on t o  his 

forme r morbid s t at e  -- t o o  remin�s c e nt of wh at he be-

hind him. Vague ly al s o  he remembered the 

by degre e s  pulled hims e lf aw� from the c ons c i ou s  d is turbance 

and s ank ag ain int o the de pths of th e unc onsc ious from whi ch 

he was aroused by the r ing ing of the teleph one . 

" S t e rl ing s pe ak ing .  II 

II It t s Markus . "  s aid a vo i c e  wh ich s e t  his pul s e  bound ing 

l ike a l ove r ' s e b. t " !nlought y ou ' d  l ike t o know that I have f ive 

minut e s '  t o  kill be fore t r ai n t ime .  And S t e r l ing -- In � 

de sk - - t op drawer - - you · l l  f ind a l o o s e l e af n o t e  b o ok with 

my not e s  on rel i g i on .  It t s yours . Take i t  al ong .  With you 

wr it ing th is bo ok I won t t  hav e  t o  and th e no t e s  may be sug-

• 

h put 

Wa8' ~ escap ,rf::;_d 



a'Nay from me . Put a g o od thous and mil e s  b e t we e n  us , and - ­

wr i t e  t o  me in s ix month� . "  

2 

" I ' m  no t r e ady t o  c ut 
·

l o Ds e ! "  Robert kne w he 1Jl1as pl 8Y ing 

the part o f  the ch ild c l ine J.ng t o  th e par e n t al  hand , and l aughe d 

ap ol oge t i c  a.lly . 

" Y ou ' re mo r e  than r e ady . You know as much about human 

p sy cho l ogy as I d o  - - mo s t  apt pup il I ' ve e ve r  h ad . Nothing I 

c an  d o  f o r  you that y o u  c an ' t d o  for y ours e l f . It He he l d  o ut 

a warm and fr i e ndly hand . " G o o d  bye , Robe rt S t e r l ing l I ' m  

g o ing t o  New Y ork for a we e k ,  and I d on ' t want t o  f ind you her e 

whe n  I c ome back . I ' l l mi s s  y o u  - - you und e r s t and . "  

Und e r s t and ing 12e r f e c t ly , Robert had J!lIJ�dcl[ci�l'..zJQ: 

pre s en t e d  the bell bo�r w i th B ueh::/ blf:i hJ s'i" ,bel; ongings §fl twould not 

go into h i s  one s u i t c as e , had t aken a t ax i c ab and g one as far 

as the s t at i on with no pl an b e y ond g e t t ing away fr om the t emp­

t at i on o f, Dr . Mat'kus · s  l e ad ing s t r ings . He was t o  make his own 

d e c i s i ons -- th at was the f ir s t  pr inc i pl e  of the new ment al 

reg ime - - but he r e  he was , parking h ims e l f  at t he nat i oneJ. 

c r o s s � o ads . unabl e t o  de c ide wh i ch w�, t o  g o . The t r ain an­

noun c eme nt s  f l ashed the ir inv i t at i ons fr om the gl ar ing whi t e ­

ne s s  above the d o o rs that l e d  t O i c o;nc ours e an d  t h e  t r ains . 
I 

i ' 

The ch o i c e  was q u i t e  t o o  unl J.mi t ed : :Fl o r i d a  ancfi: tl". e S outh ; 

N e w O rl e an s , Te xas , and the S outhwe s t ; C al i forn i a  and the far 

W e s t ; Ch i c ag o , St Lou i s , G o l o r ado ; the who l e  vas t  midd l e  we s t ;  

New Y o rk , � e w  Haven and H ar t f o rd - - Eve ry t ime the bell c l ·am- '; ;(� 
more d , anno unc i ng a new announc ement he l o oked and c ons id e r ed . 

Th e t r oubl e was i t  d i dn ' t  make the m l ight e s t  d i f f e re n c e t o  



But the night was n o t  e nt i r e ly s l e e pl e s s . Aft e r  r e ad-ing 

Al on e  In. the Dark thr o ugh onc e mo re from the beg inn j_ ng and 

d e c i d ing th at be y ond any p o s s  ib i l i ty o f  d o ubt i t  had been wr it t 61  

by h i s  s i s t e r ,  Robe rt f i n ally d r opped int o a r e s t l e ss unc on-

s c i ousne s s  from wh i ch he was awake ne d by the no i s e o f bat t le 

wb i ch t urne d  o vt t o be S imp s on ' s  mo t orcy c l e  e ng in e . 
� .  lmps o n  

Nas at i t  ag ain , and t b e  mo rn ing s un was ann o unc ing ano th er 

d ay  t he d ay h e  was t o  malr.e t.he ac quaint anc e o f  M i s s b.;thel 

Me l v in , imp o s t e r !  For i f  Ji; the l 1wle l  v in was the d aught e r olf 

he r mo ther she was no t the author of her n ovel ! And L\obert 

s t e rl ing , f r i e nd o f  � imp s on Kl e in ,  B r o th e r  o f  R o s emary , and 

Psych o l oc; i s t  of L o o s burg h ad ano ther r o l e . From now on unt il 

th i s  mys t e ry was c l e ar e o. up he was a d e t e c t ive . But he mus t de 

t e c t  w i th e x t reme c are , o r  ano th e r  and l e s s  we l c ome role would 

be f o r c e d  upon h im .  I. o o s burg would cle c j_d e h e  was a l un at i c  and 

ship h im b ac k  t o  S t . E l i z abe th ' s !  

Aft e r  a s o l i t ary br-e akf as t wh i ch he at e 2.l one be c avs e he 

was l at e , J.\.obe rt e ave h i s  mo rn i ng t o  mat te r s  of bus ine s s  whi ch 

i n t e r e s t e d  h im rio t at al l .  Le aving the Un i t e d  s t at e s at the 

age of f i ft e en t o be e du c at e d  in .Il.;n�l and , H o b e r t  h ad been f i-

nanc e d  by the t rus t c ompany j_ n Nho s e c ar e  h i s  inhe r i t anc e had 
be e n  pl ac e d . lt was n o t  a l arg e f o rtune t }l at h ad be e n  l e ft 
h im ,  out i t  was ampl e  and i t  had be e n  we l l c ar e d  f or .  AE a man 

t r aine d i n  e ng in e e r ing and e ne; ae e d  in t}l e prc: c t i c e  o f  his pr o­

f e s s i on in s o  f ar- away a pl ac e 8.8 tr� e Are;e n t ine , he h ad s e e n  no 
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re as on f o r  chane; ing t11 e man ae e ment o f  h i s  inhe r i t e d  fo r' t une , 

wh i c h  i n  t e n  y e ar s  had d o ubl e d  i n  8 j. z e . The E ame a bl e  man-

ag ement the r e f o re G o nt inued th r oue;hout the p e r i od o f  the 

Nar , h ad mad e  h im a r i ch man . He e U.dn ' t  f' v.l ly kn o w how r i ch , 

and i t  was t ime t o  l o ok i n t o  th e mat t e r  and t eke mo r e  r e s pon-

s ib i l i ty f o r  h i s  o wn aff ai rs . :::i o h e  s l')ent the mo r n i ng 'wr i t i ng 

l e t t e rs , t :r an s f e r r j, ng h i s  b ank ac c o unt from �V ash i ng t on t o  .Lo os -

burg , and a.t t e nd :lng t o many s mal l d e t a i l s  that h ad l ong ne e d ed 

at t e n t i o n . Re memb e r ine the milk he was t o  l e ave r e e;ul arly and 

un obt ru s :tve ly on t he k i t ch e n  p o rch , 'he 'wr o t e , among o th e r  th i ngs 

a cbe c k  t o  mr s • .K.l e j. n  f o r  o n e  mo thhs r o om and bard in adv8..D c e . 

and pl ac e d  it 6:n aTl' e nve l o p e  on the h al l  t abl e amone; l e t t ers 

f o r  he r l e ft by th e p o s tman . 

Th at she was pl e as e d N 1  t11 h im no t only for h av i ng p aid 

so p romp t l y  and 8 0  f ar i n  advanc e ,  but al s o  for hav ing d one it 
e U.nne r 

8 0  p ai nl e s s ly ,  was app are nt at 1.:nm..I2:N t ime i n  h e r  smi l e  and h e r  

vl'h i s �t)e re d  thank y o u .  H ow much i t  me ant t o  h e r  - - th e pre t ence 

that all th e s e pe o pl e  were h e r  e;ue s t s , and she th e c ord ial 

ho s t e s s  1 Sh e l ed HI E' c onve r s at i on 'lib i c h  c o ns i s t ed o f  n o th ing 

but ne ighb o rho od g o s s i p ,  and ne ve r e ve n  brushed t he subj e c t  of 

psychol ogy for wh i ch Robe r t  was p r o f oundly thankful . 

" I s e e th at l i t t l e  Mart in g i rl has g o t  h e r s e l f  int o the 

l3ue;l e again , " s a id the e l d e r  M i ss Eds o n .  

"Re al ly? " Mr s .  Kl e i n s e e med i n t e r e s t e d in eve ryb ody .  

"What ' s  sn e d one n ow? I d id n t t re ad t he m o rn ing p aper - -

haven t t h iid a minnt e . " 

-
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" We l l , you ' d  n eve r g ue o s ! 1I The e l de r M i s s  Ed s on obv i o us ly 

d i s appr ove d o f  th e 1 5. t t l e  Mar t i n  g ir l . " Ac t ually - - s he man-

ag e d  t o  s t o w he r s e l f aHOY on the blunpe r s  o r  what e ve r y o u  c al l  

them Nay the pl ac e  und e r  a fre j.ght tr ain tha.t t r amps and 

s uch p e 0 1Jl e r id e o n  - - and went fr om here t o  Lans ing j ust 
l ike a hobo l Th ey c aught h e r  at IJ anc i ng and Ne r e  g o ing t o  

arr e s t  her whe n  they Ll i s c ovE I'e d  she VIas a g irl . " 

" Dre s s e d l ike a b oy , was she ? " 

" O f  c o ur s e ,  and she j ol l j. e d  them i nt o l e t t ing he r o ff' . 
Said o f  c o ur s e  i f  they vvan t e d  t o  l o ck h er up th ey c oul d and she 

I's al ly Nouldn ' t  mind , b e c aus e s h e ' d  only d on e  j. t t o  s e e what 

it was l ike , and sh e t d j us t  as s onn s e e  wh at i t  Nas l ik e t o  be 

arr e s t e d only she ' d  l o s e h e r  j ob in L o o s burg if they ke pt her 

l o c ke d  u p  t o o  l ong . "  

II They j us t  L mt;h e d  anc1 l E:: t h e r  g o .  And the Bugl e b as  an 

e d i t o r i al  ab out th e N il. dne :s s  o f  the r i s i, ng g e ne r at i on .  The 

II I d on ' t  wo nde r , "  s ai d  the e l. cl e r  M i s s  R c. s o n . "She o ught 

t o  be llut in a c o nve n t , o r  f:: ome wr. e r e  whe r e  s omeb ody c o uld c on-

t r o l  h e r . She - - sh e ' s a t e r� o r ! "  

" Sh �  i s n ' t  e i�h e r , II c ont r ad i c t E: d  the y oung e r  Mi s s  F�ds on . 

" May M2.rt in i s  a.l l r ight , a,nel the Bue1 G n e e dn ' t  h ewe j. t in for 

he r s o ! The y  alwa�T s hdve ! II 

" W e l l , ic3h e  c; 1ve s t hem eve ry o pp ol't un i ty !  A n i c e g i:rl. 

d o e sn t t  6 e t  h e r s e l f  int o th e papers l i ke that ! " 

" lJnl e s s  the r e t s a r e as on ! " 

I I Wbat p o s s 1bl e I' e as on c ould the r e  be? " 

--. any 

Bugle doesn't a11prove of the lj_ttle lviartj_n e;j_rl. 11 



" W e l l , f o r  one t h ing , she m2.ke s news . She ' s the only 
n e WB 

p e r s on in L o a sburg vl/ho h as the ne rve t o  m2.ke ne ws - -
)
�hHt ' s 

almo s t  but n o t  qui t e  s c and al o us . Re al lY .  y o u kn ow , she ' s  

n eve r yet d one anyth ing that was ac t ual ly inmo r aJ. . +'his bus­

ine s s  o f  r i d ing the bump e r s  i sn ' t  imma l- al . It ' s  j us t a l e..:rk . 

� ur i o s i ty - - th at ' s all that ails he r .  nShe j us t  h clb t o  f ind 

out wh at th ing s  ar e l ike . "  

" S he f ind s out all r ieht . "  Mr . C l arks o n  j o i ned in the 

c onve r s at i o n . " I  gue s s she ' s  the onIy .s irl in Lo o s burg who 

has r idden in an air pl ane , or l os t  money in the I' ac e s , or 

g one s l umming in De t r o i t . "  

"Nlay Mar t in ' s  al l  r ight .
1I d e c l ar e d  S imps on who h ad b e e n  

bus ily c ons uming n o ur i shme nt . " 1  l ike her . " 
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" Y o u  ke ep away fr om he r ! " Mrs . Kl e in war·ned . " She ' s  the 

l as t  g i rl in the worl d f o r  y o u  t o run aft e r ! You c an  g e t  int o  

e nollgh t r ouble w ithout he r he l p , and - - any way , s h e  i s n  i t  

g oo d  c ompany f o r  y o u . 1I 

" N o . " S iml)S On w lnkc d at .hobe rt . II She mj.ght c ont aminat e  

my mo r al s ! I ' m a L i tt l e  L o rd F aunt l e r oy J 1 am !  1\ D id you e veJr 

r e ad J .. i t t l e I. ord Faunt l e r oy '� S t e rl ing? It ' s  my f e.v o r i  t e  b o ok .  

I ' ve shap e d  my l i f e  b�r i t , and I ' m  always c G"..re i'ul n o t  t o  ELS -

s o c i at e  vl ith anyb o dy wh o mieht brush th e bl o om o f  i nnoc e n c e  

fr om my char Hc t e r . I (Jb al l h t'.v e. n o th i ng t o  Ci o  w i th the ::::h o c k i ng 

l it t l e  Mar t in g i rl ! "  

" Oh be s t i ll ! "  h i s  In.o the r l augh e d  impat i e nt ly .  lIyou know 

we l l  e n OUGh wh at I me an !  Have you g o t  your mo t o rc y c l e f ix ed ? 1I 
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"Y o u  b e t ! Sh e s ing s j us t  as pre t ty ! " 

"We ' ve C'"ll b e e n  l i s t en ing t o  h e r  mus i c , " �' a i d  the e l d er 

Mi s s  Ed. s on ,  dryly . 

U 'r o o b ad .  Mo the r s ays she t s  PlLcl e e ve ryb ocl.y e i ther d e af  

or c r azy . But mo t o rcyc l e s  w ill be mo t o rctc l e s  

t une d UD n o w .  Anyb ody l ike a r id e ? "  

and she ' s ! hl..l 

n Oh I -\lI[ould l II e xc l aime d the youne e r Ui s s  F. d s on .  " t E'..ke 

me . S imps o n . I ' ve always w ant e d  t o  r id e in a mo t orcycl e s i d e -

c ar l  

" S i s t e r !  You w o uldn t t l "  

II Ind e d I w o ul d ! If May Mart in c an r ide the bump ers I 

gue s s  I c an  r id e in S imps o n ' s  it o l l s itoyc e - - c ome on S imps on , 

g i v e  me a r id e ! " 

The e nt i re fam.:Uy wat che d the ir n o i sy d e p ar t ure . 

" A  mo t or cyc l e , It s aid the ;, e ld. e r  Mi s s  B d s on , " i s the m o s t  

und ign i f i e d  veh i c H � e v e r  c ons t n1 C t e d  by man . I ' d  s.o oner.n b e  

c arr i e d d o wn  the s t re e t s  o f L o o s burg i n a whe e lb arr o w ! " 

The pe ac e  and qu i e t o f  S j.mps on ' s abs e n c e  c omb ined w i th 

the aft e r  e ff e c t s  o f  a he arty midd ay me al tn s t e ad o f  th e .e.c ­

c us t omed l i e;ht lunch e on g ave hobe rt s uch a s e nD e  o f  drowsy 

c omf o rt that he c ap i tu:l at e d and s pe nt tlo e aft e rn o on mak ing up 

h i s  l o s t  s l e e p . :Oy � the t ime the no i s e  o f  b at t l e  c ame r o ar ing 

h ome ag a in he was much r e f re she d and dre s s ed for an h our of' 

d t t . k t . , t  f b ·  � , ) t t  e e c  lve w o r  0 aC C Omp aJ1 lJYlen 0 lmp ", o n  s c _ R.  eT 

sY out i ng and wh i l:3 t l i ng .  What w i th 6. as (�i rig up and d o wn the 

s t air s , c al l ine; t o  h i s  mo Ul e r  ab out th i s  and th2.t , and the 

s ine ing and wh i s t l i ng o f  an e nd l e s s  me dl ey of t unE:: s  J j 2.Z Z ,  

and 



s omewhat 
s e n t ime nt al , and s ac r e d , b imps o n  -NFt8 o nly l e s s  no i sy ind o ors th n 
out . Vvh at b o und l e s s  e ne rgy the boy h ad - - e nf; rgy t h L'1,t was ne arly 

as d i  f f' i c ul t t o  c at c h  and ricer-ne s s  aB the c c e  all t id e s ! 

Ro b e r t  was r e ady and wai t i ng wh e n  S imp s on Y o d l e d  t o  h im 

f r oll 1) e l o vv s t aj. r s  and t o l d  h im i t  iVa[., t ime t o  G O  dl' e-e o n  hunt-

i ng , and found the boy waj. t ine; for h 1m vifith t h e  ub i qu i  t cims 
mo t o rc yc l e . 

" Ar e  ive g o i ng in th at ? "  h e  l allche d .  
" S u r e ! Why n o t ?  It w o n ' t  mat t e r  t o  b: t hel , Emd the 

d r- ag o n ' s  s j.mply g o t  t o  e; e t  us e d  t o  my w ays . She ' s  g o ing t o  

s e e  a g o od d e al o f  th i s b o at , !  and . the s o on e r  she c e t s us ed. t o  

i t  th e be t t e r . "  

" Jus t as y o u  s ay ,  II l aue;hed Rob e r t  ,md c l j.mbed into th� 

s ide c ar .  II The re ' s  no th ing e x ac t ly s t e al thy about y o u ,  is t here , 

f::l imD s on? tI 

" You b e t  the r e  i s n t t ! " he r e pl i e d  ab ove the no i f e of' 

bat tl e . " D o  y o u  th ink y o u  c an  i nt e re s t  the o l d  l ady ,  and £ ive 

me a c h anc e , S t e rl ing? " 

II I sh al l make eve ry e ffort , "  Hobert as s ur ed h im , End. , 

e;av. e ' c o ilve r s at i 6 hait r igh t o f  way t o  S imps on 1 s  mo t oT . ::!,s i t  

c ar r i e d  them c l at t e r ingly u p  i n t o the s t r o ngh o l d  of Lo nsburg ' s  

ar' i s t o c r acy . IU s t C'�s k ,  as he s, aw it , 11/ a8 t o  pr o ve one of t wo 

t1: ings - - t[l at E t h e l  Me l v :i.n was Em L'td a p t e d  c l ' i ld , o r  t h e,t she 

d i d n o t  wr i t e h e r  n o ve l . E i th e r  she was h i s  s i s t e r  [i,nd h ad wr i t-

t e n  tb e b o ok , o r  s h e  was Mrs . llil.e l v in ' s d aue;ht 8 I' and hEel not 

wr i t t e n  th e bo o k . �h o s e  we r e  t h e  al t e rn at ives - - the r e  c ould 

b e  n o  o th e r . 
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S imp s o n  p arke d b e twe e n a P ac kard and a r' i e rc e  Ar- r o w .  

" I ' l l. n e t , they ' ve g o t  a hous e full , "  h e  grumbl e d , l o ok i ng e;l oom­
i l y  at the o t�l E. r  C ar s  - - e ight o r  t e n  o f  them- - s t and ine; p e.rke d  

ab out the c i r e J. e th e.t was lIILY s • Mel v i n  t s g ard e n . 

"Nat u r al ly , " r e j,l i e d  Hobert . "You woul d n ' t  exp e c t  the 

author o f  the b o o k  o f  th e ye ar to be exac tly a he rmi t , would 

you? D e t r o it , and t o l e do, and nume r ous smal l e r  t owns ar e w ithin 

e asy mo t o r J.ne; d i s t anc e , and e ve ryb ody l ove s a y o ung l ady nov-

e l i s t . She ' s p r o b ably the mo s t  s o ught Hft e r  g i r l  in s outhern 

M i ch ig an .  n 

" D oggone i t l I s upp o s P  she i s ! "  

' App ar e n t ly she was , f o r  she was nowh e r e  t o  b e  :2 e e n .  

The front p o r ch was c o l o n i al f o rmal i ty - - an e nt r anc e only , w i t h  

t all p i l l ar s  th at I'e ac h e d  up p as t the s e c ond s t ory w ind ows and 

s upport e d  i t s  h igh r o of w it h  j.mpr e s s j. ve d ig n i ty . A but l er 

opene d  the d o o r , and M:i' s . Me 1 v in i n  bl ac k s i l k  was r e c e  i v ing , 

as s i s t e d  by h e r  fr i e nd and ncyt d o or ne ighbor Mr s .  l'JlC1J Oug al . 

The b'lO p arl o r s ,  one on e ach s id e o f  the c e nt r al hal l  were 

hwnmi ng w i th the ch at t e r  of an aft e rn o o n  t e a .  .L i t t l e kno t s  of 

p e o pl e  we r e  eve rywhe re but .;:) imps on was obv i ously l o ok ing in 
vain for ll; th e l . 

hobe rt f o und a qu i e t  c orne r and l e t  him l o ok . Th e r o om 

'Nas int e re s t ing . It had the c ul ture and d ign ity of o f  an 

I!:ngl i sh c as t l e  in wh i ch n o th ing new c o u l d  be imee ined . Portraits 

d one in o i l , a few l and s c ap e s  th a t  JTliCht we l l  b e  or ig inal 

mas t e rp i e c e s  .. - a f e w  p i e c e s '  of marbl e .  Furn i ture that WeB 
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n o  d o ubt a s  g e nu ine as t t  was ant i que , rues and t apes t r ies o f  

a r i chne s s  and d ign i ty t h at s e e med s t r ang e i n  a middl e we s t ern 

t o wn . P o o r' S imps o n ! D i d  he r e al l y  t h i nk he h ad a ch anc e in 
such a pl ac e  as th i s ? 

P r e s e n t l y  Mr s .  Me l v in f o uno_ Robe r t . "M:c . S t e rl ing , " she 

s aid . " I  p r omi s e d  t o  t alk t o  y ou abo ut E the l ' s  work , Emd I ' m 
g o ine; t o  k e e p  Ply p r o m :i. s e  - - e v e n  j. f the re ar e  ;3 0  many more 

p e o pl e th an I e xpe c t e d . Th e l as t  d o or t oward the b ac k  on the 

s e c ond n. o o r  is my s i t t  ing r o om .  I f  y o u  w i l l  j ns t g o  up there 

-- and vla i t  for me -- I ' l l he abl e to B l ip away fOJ) ,1. f e w  min­

ut e s  iJ: ' r,n  s u r e . "  

Robert tLanke d h e r ,  and w and e red i nt o th e h al l  Emd up 

the s t a i r s . At th e far end o f  the upp e r  hall �ifas c..n o p e n  d o or ,  

['.nd h e  mad e  f o r  i t . Obv i o usly Mr s . Me l v i n ' s s i t t ing r o om .  

NJ:uch l e R s  f o rmal tr an th e r o oms b e l o w  - - a r' 0 0111 th at was us ed 

and I j. v e d  i n . - - but t''le s a:ne atmo s phe r e o f  E ngl ish d ignity and 

we l l , i t  was the ut t e r  ab s e ns e of c rud ity tb 2.t d i s t ingu i s hed 

i t  f r om mo s t  Ame r i c an i nt e r i o rs . 

S udde nl y ,  f r om a l arge arm ch air ',v i  th i t s  back t oward 

the d o o r , c aIne tl'l e  s l i ght f j.e;ur e of E. e; irl vvho E t o od b e f o r e  

c im s ur p r i. s e d  a n L :lue s t i on i ng . " W e r e  y o u  l o ok i ne. for 1�J.o ther? " 

she as k e d . H e r v o i c e  was l o w  and g entl e �'.lmo s t  ch i l cl i sb . 

Sh e s p oke as a ch i l d might h ave E p oken , and h e r  f ac e  was c hild­

l i ke - - but n o t  h e r  e ye s , e;l as s  g r ey eye s w i th f e a  in them .  

O r  i f  i t  vvas n ' t fe ar ,  what V'fa S  i t ?  She g e;ve Ro?ert t h e  j_m­

p r e s s i on o f  b e ing c l o E e  t o  s ometh ing 'V r:c TY v al u .:lbl e and fr eg i l e , 

s ome t hi ne t h at ll1! s t  n o t  b e  c ar e l e s E ly h andl e s  or e ve n app r o 2.ched 



wi thout c ar e . It was the bul J - i n- a- ch ina- s r op s e n s at i o n .  

E the l Me11r in !  An imp o s t o r? Mo s t  c e r t a i nly not ! 

H yo u  are Mi� s Me l v in? H 

She mad e a child i sh l i t t l e  gr imac e . 
li The author o f  tn the 

flHave you re ad i t ? " 

" Ab o ut thre e t ime s in the l as t  t wo d ay s . "  

" It ' s  rath e r  g o od , i sn ' t  i t ? "  

" It ·  s amaz ingly g o od . " 

" I  d. on ' t l ike be i ng an auth or . 1I 

" Whv not ? "  " 

lI �e c au s e  - - I d on ' t .  I ' d l ike t o  run away .  II 
" Fr om what ? 
" ]'rom al l the p o e pl e  who we.nt t o  know how I d o  i t . II 

"Ho w d o  you d o  it,? " 
" I d on ' t ,  my s oul d o e s  it . " 

" D i d  your s o ul wr i t e  al one in th e d ark? " 
"Ye s . My s oul and I are as d i f f e r e nt as C an  b e . I 

n e v e r  kno v'l wh at it ' s  g o ing t o  wr it e , and when I r e ad what it 

h a s  wr i t t e n  I ' m  as surpr i s ed as anything .  Me , I ' m  j us t  a 
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we l l ,  a c ommonpl ac e  s o r t  of pe r s on who l ike s t o  d an c e and have 

p art i e s and be fr ivol ous . I ' d  l ike no t t o  be an autho r at aJ.1 . 

Wh at i s  your name ? 1I 

" Robert S t e rl i ng . I ' m  a fri end o f  S imps o n  Kl e in . II 

II O- oh ! liil.o the r  t ol d  me . You ' re th e p S y c ho l og is t ! "  

" I  l ike b e j. ne; a psych o l o e; i s t  j us t  g,bout as wel l as you 

1 ike b e  ine; an auth o r . II 

Alone D"'rk?" - -- =----



" Th en why do you d o  i t ? " 

" Why do you? " 

" I  have t o .  I g o t int o it , and I c an ' t ge t out ? " 

"How d id you ge t int o i t ? " -

"Well - - When I was s o  ve ry small th at I c an ' t  r emem­

be r ,  I was s o  fol i sh as t o  wr it e v e r s e s .  I was ve ry y oung - ­

irre s po n s ibl e . I d idn ' t  kn ow any bet ter . But i t  r
i
ave mother 

and e ve rybody the ide a t hat it was s ort o f  my duty t o  be a 

g e n ius . Th ey expe c t ed it . 1I 

It I  c an s e e how they would . "  

" W e l l , the d j. d . And whe n  I went t o  s chool , and genius 

d idn ' t burn , Mo th e r  was s o  d i s app o int e d  and s o  w as  the 

who l e  t own ,  and s ome thing s imply had. t o  be d one about i t , "  

tl And s o  you f o und your s oul , e.nd beg an t o  wr t t e ? " 

"Ye s , and the mo r e  I wr o t e  the mo re I h ad t o  wr it e . 

It would s impl y  k i l l  mo the r i f  I s hould s t op n o w  - - c e.n '  t 

you s e e  h o w  the mo re one i s  a e e n ius the mo r e  o ne h RS t o  ke ep 

it up? Rut why d o  y o u  h Etve to b e  a psyc hol og is t? " 

II Th at ' s S imps on ' s faul t . He t s  g iv e n  me the r e pu t e.t i on 

f o r  b e  ine a psych ol og i s t , and L d o n ' t know how t o  l ive i t  

d own . It ' s  almo s t  as hard t o  s t o P. be ing a psych ol og is t as it 
i t  i s t o  s t op be ing a g e nius . " 

" I ' m  s o rry for us . I ' ve c; ot t o  g o  o. own r ight pow , e.nd 

be an auth or - - r ir;ht be f o re al l  tho s e pe o pl e ! II 

" I  s upp o s e  you must . S imp s on '  8 d own the re - - wan t s  t o  
t al k  w i th y o u . W i l l  you be n i c e  t o  h im? " 

7,2 



li D O  y o u want m e  t o '? " 
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.. It wo ul d b e  awfully � o o d  o f  you . Fe Wi.>.nt s  t o  t e..ke you 

r i d ing in h i s  m o t or c yc l e . 1I 

" � ove l y ! I wond e r _ _  11 

Mr s . Me l v in e n t e r e d . lI �hy E the l ! I ' v e  be e n l o ok ing 

e v e rywh e r e  f o r  y ou ! Re ally d e ar - - y o u  mUc t  e o  d own and t alk 

t o  al l tho s e n i c e  pe o pl e . S ome of trl em h av e  c ome f r om ever so 
f ar , y ou know . " 

" All r ight , lvlo the r . 1l 

H o b e rt S t e r1 ing was p e rfe c t ly sur e th at the g i rl who 
we nt obe d j. e nt l y  hut r e luct ant ly d own t o  TYIe e t  h e r  gue s ts was no 

imp o s t e r . She h ad wr i t t e n  h e r' nove l , the r e f o r e  stl.e mus t  be 

h i s  s i s t e r  though she w a s  n o t the tYl)e o f  e; irl h e  w oul d 

h ave expe c t e d  R o s ema.rjT t o  b e c ome . H owe ve r , ch i l d r e n  c ould 

change - - s h e  was n o t  ye t f our tte n,rs o l d  whe n  l as t  he S'ayrr 

h e r .  How qu ain t o f  h e r t o  s ay h e r s oul cU.d tr. e  wr i t i ng !  And 

hO 'N t I'ue . S uch 'NY' t t  J.ne; as th at c o ul d b e  d o n e  only by th e 

s o ul . .lt w e fl the o n l y  thing th at s o und e d  2_t al l l i ke R o c eT!'.axy . 

But he mus t  n o t  f o rg e t  h t s  de t e c t ive r o l e . 

IIMr s . Me l v in , "  he s aid , " I ' d  l ike t o  make a very thorough 
p s y:c}1 0 1 o e; i c E',1 s t udy o f  your c1. aue;ht e r ' s  d e ve l o pmerlt - - f r om 

inf ancy up . W oule' i. t be ask ing t o o much - - H e r  und o ub t ed 

g e n i u s  w o ul d  ffiE',ke such a s t udy r e al ly v al uabl e . iI 

Mrs . lI!Le l v in l o oked pl e as e c1. .  H e r  mat e r n al  vanit1r was qu i t e 

as ere at as j. f !I; th e l  h ad b e e n  h e r own ch i l d . Tr e r e  C l)nld b e  

no d oubt o f  th at . u 'V1h at d o  y o u  'Nant , .lVLr . S t e rl i ne; '? 1' 0  l"lc.ke 



a mae az ine a,rt j. c l e  O J.'  a b o o k o f  i t "l lt 

" Th at would iIDe rend upon th e amount o f  mat e r i al I was 

abl e  t o  c o l l e c t . I t  d T 2the r  mak e a b o o k  o f  i t , UJut i f  the r e  

i sn I t a s  much mat e r i al a s  th at mo s t  any o f  th e mE€ az in e s  would 

be gl ad t o  e; ivc us tl'l e s p ac e  f o r  i t . "  

II Wh at do y o u Jll ant ?  II 

" Pho t ot; r aphs , f o r one th ing . A s e r i e s o f  t.hem , from 

b abyh o od up . That w i l l  add ve ry much t o  the p e r s onal int e re s t . "  

" I  h ave l o t s  o f  "ph o t ographs . "  She we nt r at h e r  b r e 2.thl e s s -

1 y  t o  a d r awe r i n  h e r  d e sk , and bro ne:ht out 2. handful . The s e  

ar e he r b aby p i c ture s up t o  f our ye ars o lel. . She l aid them 

ac r o s s  the d e s k  in o rde r of RZe - - one month , th r e e months , 

s ix ,  

o n . 

t e n  month s a y e ar • 

And e ve ry p i c ture vms 

a ye c'l,T and a hal f ,  t w o  ye ar s and s o  

.tt.; th e l ! Th e e i r l  wh o h c.d g one d O lJ1!'tl  

s t ai r s . !I; th e l  vias he r mo th e r i s  d aue;ht e r . and th e r e fo re w as  

n o t  the auth o r  of Ho s eme,ry I s b o ok ! II 

tie s t ud j. e d  them unt i l  h e  c ould s p e ak qu i t e  n at ur al ly .  

" They ar e ve ry int e r e s t ing , h e  s a id . � ome t ime � ' d  l ike t o  E e e  
the re s t  o f  th em - - h e r  o l d e r p i c tur e s . J u s t  n o w  - - H 2v e  

y ou kept the l i t t l e  th ing s  she wr o t e  as a ch i l d - - h e r  s c h o o l  

c ompo s i t i o n s '! I und e r s t and th ey "we r e  quit e  remarkabl e . " 

n Y e s . The y Ne r-e . I have them al)} . I - - .l ' m  n o t  will ing 

t o l e t  the m  out o f  my hand s , Mr . S t e rl ing .  I e imply c an t t  

l e t  you t ake them from the hous e . But you may s tudy them 

he r e  as much as you l ike . " 

" S pl end id l I w ouldn ' t  t ake them from the hous e for any 

th ing . C oul d I have them r iGht he r e ?  Now? Fo r a l it tle 

-

• 
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wh i l e ? " 

" 1 ' 1 1 g ive them t o  you . Fil�s t - - here is my d i ary o:f her 

babyho od . It · s a ve r y  ful l ac c ount o f  b e r' d e ve l opment up t o  
t h e  kinde rg art e n  aee , and only a l i t t l e  I b 5 E  ful l aB t �fue ��Eew 
o l d e r  - - there are f o ur volume s . YOl1. E e 8 , E',n d tbey o ught t o  a 

gre at he l p  t o  y o u .  And h e r'p are al l her s c h o o l  l)ap ers - - c om-

po s i t i o n s  and t h ings . But f i r s t  I ms us t sh ow y o u  the l i t tle 
bo ok o f  ve r s e s  she Nro t e  be f ore she l e arned t o  Nr j. t e  - - j us t  
d i c t at e d , t o  me yo u kn o w .  The y  ';I/e 1'e publ i eh e d.  i n  the Bugle 
e.nd I ma.d e th i s  L i .. t t l e  b o ok of tr' em .  1 1 1 1 [Jut e v e ry th ing here 

o n  the t aiJl e and 1 8 21/ e  you to s t ll(� y  them, for - - I r e cl.lly 
mus t e o  cl own and s p e  th at E th e l d o e s n f t nm away fr om her 

c omp any e.ny m o re . She ' s  v e ry t emp e r a.'?le n t El _. - v e ry .  I hc-<�v €: 

t o  ke e p  my e y e  o n  h e r . "  

Le ft �l one , R obe rt s at t h i nk i ng � E th G l  d id n o t l ike 

b e ing an auth o r , but h e r  mo the r he r yr10 the r  was l :Lkine; i t  

pas s i o n at e ly .  W as l iv i ng o n  i t  as one l i ve s �n s t imUl ant s  It ('4 w I HI n o  r o l E:;  o f  her 0 vi as as he had gue s s e d  a c l e tu c c! t' e  o f  t he mo tl1 e r ', l l v ing her 

p t: r s o n a  in the c h i ld - - a s in i s t e r , d. vamp i r e  r ol e ! Th e ch ild 
a mat e rnal 

w as imp r J s o n e d  j. n x!x�.x��j.(���� w e b  s t r one; w ith p 2,s s i on ,  

s t i c ky ,-v i th �i e n t ime nt - - tr! e l'E:: v�as s ome t hing h o rr i b l e  about i t .  

H e  :i.t; {l o r e d  the d i ary o f  th e mo U' e r  ftnd t ur ne d  t o  the c om-

p o s i t i on s  o f  th e c h i l d . Tl1 e r-e '.[/&8 n o tb j.ng r em2.I'kabl e in the 

c [�I l i e �  o f  them l ab e J. c d  f i n, t  and s e c ond e;I'1::td e , but in the 
t t i rd [!; r '1.(1 c the r e  WHS a re al ly ,,is t ln! i sh i ng impr' o ve rYle n t  - - 11 ]. t t:e 
fl ashe s o f o r ie;:i· n al i t y , of vlh j.ms i c al j. ty ,  of d i s c e rD!!l8 nt , f ?I  

b e y o nd tb e y e aT S  o f  a th i r d  and f o u r th and f i f th e r c.d. e ch i l d .  



and improv ing s t e ad ily al l the W�T up int o hieh s ch o ol unt il 

th e re s e mb l anc e t o  Al one in the Dark was unmi s t akable . 

one w6tt� d  kno w - - but w asn ' t that exac t ly what .M.i s s  Harr i s on 

h ad t ol d  him? E the l h ad wr i t t e n th e s e  c ompo s i t i ons in the 

7 6  

s ch o o l  r o om und e r  th e yue o f  the t e acher - - o f  many d i f fe r e nt 

t e ache r s ! E the l was ne D? mo the r ' s d aught e r ; she was· al s o  the 

auth o r  o f  Roaemary t s b o ok - - or rat h e r  h e r  s o ul was . Sb e had 

wr it t e n  with t he s oul o f  R o s emary ! The i d e a  t o ok p o s s e s s i on o£ 

him - - in s p i t e  of h im !  He d id n o t  bel i e ve ).t , and y e t  he knew 

it was t rue l 

Th e r e  was one s o l ut i on - - . ail expl an at i on he d ar ed n o t  fae. 

Was he dre aming ag ain? W as he l iv ing in ano th e r  myth? This 
ide a  that the s o ul o f  R o s emary was l iv ing in E thel Me lvin was 

typ i c al my�h i c al mat e r i al , but k1d s o  was the f e e l ing he 

had ab out the hous e ! It was a med i eve� Engl i sh c as t l e  c on-

t ainine a t orture chamber - - ful l o f  s in i s t e r  

R obe rt S t e rl ing 1 w i t h  a e n s e  of h o;r.:r or as irrat i onal. 
.. J 

as i t  was :tnt e n s e , � f ou-nc. j s ay d own the s t ai r s , out o f  the 

Me lvin h o us e , and walke d ·  h ome w ith o ut c e r emony . He d id not 

even s t o p  to g e t  his hHt . 

h 
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V I I I  

S imps on c ame r oar ing h ome t o  s upper j us t as the fe)!lily 

was l e av ing th e t abl e , and f o l l owe d  Robert t o  h i s  r o om as s oon 

as he had e at e n . He was in h ieh s p i r 1 t fj . 

" Why d idn ' t  you wait f o r  me ? "  he as ke d � " And what in the 

name of marv e l ous mir ac l e s d id you do to th e drag on? She l e t  

me h ave Ethel f o r  h al f  an hour all t o  mys e l f !  An d  she t al ked 

t o  me as i f  I was a human be i ng and ac tu all y as k e d  me t o  c ome 

1· H d . d d ·  t S t  1 · ? II ag a n . ow 1 you 0 1. .  e L . lng 
" I d on ' t kn ow I wond e r It mus t  be be c aus e she 

thinks I ' m  E?;o inc; to WI' i t e a b o ok ab out E t h e l ! "  

" A  b o o k !  What k ind o f  a b o ok are you g o ing t o  wr i t e ? " 

A sudden fury s t irred Robert unac c ount ably . " I ' m not 

g o i ng t o wr i t e  any k ind of a b o ok ! " he s aid f i e rc e ly . tt I ' m  

no t  g o i ng ne ar that pl ac e ag a in ! " 

" Th e  h el l you ar e n ' t !  What ' s e at ing y o u !  Y ou c an ' t  

l e t  me cl own l ike that , S t e rl ing ! You ' ve g o t  t o  s t ay by - - You 

may h ave t o  wr i t e a wh o l e  s e t  o f  b o oks , but you ' ve g o t  t o  keep 

wr i t ing t i l 1 g e t  Ethe l ! S ee ? M  

Rob e rt  s aw . S imps on would be we l c ome o nl y  b e c aus e of hioS 

fr i e nd .  'l'h e boy h ad a way w 5_ t h  him.  Pa s s  ibly - - " S imp� on 

Kl e in !  If I mal< e  a we l c ome f o r us in the Me l v i n  hO ll-s eh o ld - -

"vill you g e t  E th e l  a'Nay from that woman? VV i l l  y o u  t ak e  he r s o  

s o  far a w ay  that she ' l l hi.::.v e a chanc e t o  bre ethe and f ind her­

s e l f , and l e arn what it is t o  be a s e p ar at e human b e ing? Will 
.... 

y o u  ke e p  b e r  a-Nay f r om h e r !-'lo the r? " 



" W i l l  I !  S ay !  You j us t  wat ch me ! "  

A t app ing on the d oor , and a vo i c e - - Mr s . .Kl e in - ­

"You ' re vvant e d  o n  th e t e le phone , Mr . S t e rl ing . Mrs . Me lvin 

w i sb e s  to s pe ak 1Ii/ 5_ th y o u . " 

" In j u s t  a minut e , .fIlirs . Kl e in . "  He l owe r e d  h i :::: v o i c e  

and s Iwke t o  S imD s on .  " I ' ll g o  on w i th the wr i t ing , but - ­

ll'o r GO d ' s s ake S imps on , work f as t ! E l ope w ith her ! I ' ll 

g ive you a mo nth l "  He went (1_ 0 'Nn t o  the t e l e phone . 

" S t e r l ing s pe 2Jdng , Ml' S . Mel v in . "  
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' The an S Ne r  ine; v o i c e  was horl ey swe e t . "You got  away 

wi thout my s e e ine; y o u ,  Mr .  S t e rU.ng . Th e r e  we re s o  mE',IlY her'e . 

If you c o ul d  c ome out i n  th e morning - - we w oul d be aJ. one 

1 have s ome j.nt e r e s t lng new i d e as for our l i t t l e  s t ory o f  

E th e l ' s  l i fe anel deve l o pme nt . He al l y  - - thc,t ' s a s pl e nd id 

i d e a  o f  y o ur s , and t h e r e ' s pl e nty of mat e r' i al f o r  Cj u i  t e  e. 1 i t t:e 

bo o k . We o uC;ht t o  pusb it - - now wh il e the Dll·b l i c  i s  so full 

o f  int e re s t  in Et he l ' s n o ve l . "  

Hobe rt h ad a fe e l ing - - s t nme; e and shuc1 d e r ing - - tll at 

he wa.s be j.ne; t r apped by th e s ame w eb tLat was v l c t. j.mi z ing E�hel • •  

a we b s t r o ng w i th p as s j. o n  and s t h! ky w j.th s e nt iment . Even if 

h e  had n o t p r om i s ed B im-ps on - - c o uld he h av e  e s c ap e d  it ? How 

would he � e l l he r he had chang e d  h i s  m ind -- t h at h e  d id n o t  

w i s h  t o  W I'  i t e  abo ut E thel? He had the fe e J. j.ng th at he c o uld 

not  e s c ape the will o f  thi s \JI{omarl - - th 2�t' she c ould us e him as 

C'l t o ol ! How ho r r j.bly E the l , th en , mus t  h c:"v e tb 2�t E ame f e e l ing ! 

E t he l ,  who s inc e the ci. ay o f  h e r  b i r th ha.d n ever b e e n  f r e e  from 

th at s t i.Ck�T p as s i o nat e c ompul s i on !  



lI 'ivhat t ime sh al l  ..I. c ome , Mr s .  l�i.e l v in? tI 

" An;)" t ime aft e r  n in e  o ' c l o ck . I ' l l r�ave bith e 1  o ff t o  

he r wo rk b y  � l at t ime . "  

" Ve ry 'Ne l l . I ' l l -be , t h e r e ab o ut hat f  P �',s t .  " 

.filld s o  i n  the morn i ng Ho b e rt b e g an what w c.s t o  b e  the 
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f i r s t  fi e 'v e r e  tE st of o f' h i s  r e t urn t o  ment al he al th ,-mel. n or-­

mal i ty . lit; f' ae ec1 n o t  o nly Mr s . lVie l v i n , but wh at '-N as much 111.0 1' e  

d i f f i c ul t  h i s  own d r e .:uns and imng j,n i ne: s , Nh i ch h ad t o  b e  kept i n 

the i r  pl ac e . The ho us e o f  th e Me lv i n s ' was no t a me d i e v al c as t �  

th o ugh :i. t f�c J t  l j.ke one ; i t  c on t ai n e G_ n o  t o r tur e ch ambe r ,  th ough 

the s in i s t e r atmo s phe r e  s e e me d  al way s  about t o h c;�"{e i t s  s t  illne ss 

b r o k e n  by the c ry f o r  me r c y ; lViI' S • Me l v in .;vas not tb e embod iment 

o f  a c rue l and mal ignant d emon , s'o e  'NELb to imply a s e l f i sh mo ther 

wlJO was ab s c rb i ng h e r  ch i l d ; the s o ul o f  H o s emary was not l iv i rg  

in Athe l , th e re was , only an inc r e d ibl e c o i nc i d e n c e tt� 2�t h8...d 

c ome n e ar ups e t t ine; h i s  me nt ElJ. b2yl anc e .  

li lt w as my i d e a ,  II be .::; an ',J\lLr s . Nle l v j.n , If tr. cit our f i r s t  

ch ap t e  r sh aul d c a nt ain a s h  a r t  aC C a unt o f  .v;U' e l l s h e r e a.  i ty . 

The f ayrJ:i. l y  on my f athe 1' 1  S s id e c ame over i n  the 1V1ayfl ower , and 

has b e e n t r Rc e d  b ac k  e ve r s o  f �r i n t o Eng l i sh h i s t o ry .  ! th ink 

that w oul d be int e re s t  i. nc; � d on ' t  y o u·' tie r e d i  t y  i s  s uch .en 

impo rt ant f a c t o r . "  TlH: re was a f e v e r  i s h  e eg e rn p  s s  b e ne ath her 

c almly bus ine s s l ike ext e r i o r . 

"By al l me ans , Mr s .  lVle l ,d n . · L e t ' s  b e e; in ,v itb t h e  f am i l y  

o ac ker o und . And It h as o c c ur r e d  t o  me .. - 1 tb i nk y o u  12r.' ould 
be t he auth or o f  the b o ok .  I ' l l he l p  you g e t  i t  t og e ther , but 



it sh ould be the s t ory o f  E th e l  Me lvin by her mo ther . Don ' t  

you think s o? "  
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Mr s .  Melv in was s t unne d for the mome nt -- s il ent with the 

magn i t ude o f  the oppo rt un ity . "But I t.hought you nant ed t o  

d o  i t ! " she s aid s oftly . 

n It t s the psycq.ol og i c al s id e , not  th e l it e rary th at in­
t e r e s t s  me - - and � th i nk the b o ok - - coming from you -- would 
have a far gre at e r  appe al . "  

"Ethel Me l v in - - by h e r  mo th e r  " she s aid in hushed 

ac c ent s ,  almo s t a whispe r .  "By he r m (1 t h e r ! "  

" Al l  r ight , then that f s  s e t tled . Giv e me the g e n e al og i c al  

mat E.: r i al and I ' ll s e e  wha.t I c an do  'fv i th i t . When I g e t  i t  In 

sh ap e  you mus t  wo rk i t  ove r and make s ugge s t i ons . 1I 

" I had thi s typewr it er moved in here in my s i tt ine; r O Dm .  

Do you use a typewriter? " 

" Af t e r  a fash i on . tI 

II S 0  do  I - - . faj.rly we l l . I c an  c o py all r ight even though 

I ' m  r ath e r  s l OW . " 

And s o  for s eve r al w e e ks the work went on in a w�r tb e.t 

was s at i s fac t ory t o  al l c onc e rn e d . The re was ampl e mat er ial . 
. 

for a l'e aJ. ly ent e rt ain ing bo ok abOUt' Ethe l � - fully as ent er-

t ain ing as :! the ave r ag e  b i og r aphy - - ano. Mrs . Me l v i n ' s  z eal for 

the ent e rpr i s e g r e w  as the work progre s s e d . She worked as it' 

und e r  the l ash o f  s ome in ne r n e c e s s i ty .  She c ould not  s t op . 

She c o p ie d  and r e c pp i e d J h andl ine; the eve r- g r o w ing manuscript 

as �-'old e r ge ne r at i on hanc n e d. the Holy B i bl e . Sh e w as s imply ,  
Ro b e rt t o l d hims e l f , th e typic al devour ing mother having an 



orgy - o f  t alk ine ab out h e r  c h i l d . 

And S imp s on' CllJpe ar e d  t o  b e  mak ing pr ogr e s s 'oJ'! i th h i s  
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s u i t . He had the run o f  the hous e , and was mad e wel c ome by 

b o th E th e l  and h e r  mo th e r .  He e v e n  s uc c e ed ed i n  i n  t ak ing the 

g i rl f o r  many a r j.de in h l s  s id e c ar ,  Mrs • Me l v i n  s m±l ing in­

dulg e nt l y . "He t s  ve ry quaint , y o ur fr i e nd !;l imp s on " i s n ' t he ? "  

she c omment e d . liRe int e re s t s  E t he l . I ' v e an io. e a she ' s  s tudy­

i ng h im 'fl i th the no t j. o n  o f  put t ing him in a b o ok s ome t ime • •  

He ' d  make qu i t e  a r omant i c  char ac t er in a s t  ory � d o n ' t you 

th ink? " 

" Ye s . Ve ry . " 

" I ' m  e;l ad t o  hav e  h im ke e p  b e l'  busy . "  sh e smi l e d  m e 2.n i ngly. 

" I  me an out o f  the way wh j. l e we ' r e  working . Though o f  c ours e 

we c an d o  mo s t  o f  th e work lmIJ:PliBgs wr! e n sh e i s n  t t h e r e . II 

Robe rt was a l i t t l e  s t art l ed at h e r  s e c re t ive n e s s .  " 

"D o e s n ' t E thel kno N WO Rt we ' re d o i ng ? " 

"No . I d o n ' t me an sh e shal l . Et}1 e l ' s v e ry t empe r emental 

ab o ut publ i c ity , but o f  c o ur s e  she ' s  g o t  t o  h av e  i t . She d o e s n 't 

al way s  kno w  wh at I S  e o od f or he r .  In eve ry th i ng but her wr i t ing , 

M.r . S t e r 1 ne; Y o u  mus t  s e e i t  as pl ainly as I d o , but E t hel 

i s  n o thing but a c h i l d  - - a l i t t l e  g i rl . "  

"Row o ld i s  she? " 

II Twe nty- f our . 1I 

'IHas she eve r b e e n  aw ay f r om yo u - - t o  c o l l e g e , o r aw:ay 
at s ch o o l ? " 

"Ne ve r ! We ' ve al \�Tay s  b e e n  qu i t e  inS e p aI' 8.bl e  J l'�thel and 

I . 

i 

I--ques tlon ve-1y mac-h 



I .  '£h i s  e.;o j,ne; away t o  c o l l eg e  

at j us t  th e impr e s s i onab l e  ag e 

thine.; t o  me . 1I 

the br e Rk i ng of  h ome t i e s  

It never s e emed· a ['; 0 00. 

82 

" At wh .st age woul d you br e ak the home t j. e s , .iVlrs . Me l v in? " 

he as ke d . li lt ' s a -P <lr t. o f  l i f e , i sn ' t  it?  T o br e ak tl:. E' home 

t ie s  and make n e w  t i e s . E t h e l  i s  o l d  e nough t o  b e a mo ther in 

he r own home i s n ' t  sh e ?  D on ' t  y o u  'Nc;,nt her to Marry? " 

" O f  c our s e . E th e l  i s  pl' ac t 1 c al l y  e ng a.g e d , y ou kn o w .  

S h e  i s  g o j,nz to marry Kent .McD o ue; al , wh o l ives next d o o r . 

But the re ' s l o t s  o f  t ime f o r that - - sh e ' s  s uch a Child ! "  
II I  h av e n ' t me t Kent , hEwe I? II 

" P e rh ap s  n o t . He ' s in and out , but - - Re al ly h e ' s  
v e ry busy . He w�nt s t o  make g oo d , you kn o w - - f o r  th e b e s t  of 

r8 as ons . " 

II What i s  he d o  ing? II 

"He ' s  in the re al e s t ate  bus i ne s s , and do ing re al we l l . 

I 'iI8.11t e d  h im t o  e o  Int o th e Hu�� l e  o f f i c e ' - - t e.ke chc"re E' o f  the 

adve r t i s i ng dE:partrn.ent - - but he ' s an ind e p e nd e nt young s t er , 

and I adm i r e  h j.m f o r i t . H e  s a id he cu'dn ' t wcmt t o  d e -p c nd 

upon any 2 0 rt o f  ,lt dr ag " . 1t  

" Y o u  O ivn th e Bug l e ,  I b e l ieve ? /l 

" Ye s .  Mr . Melv in s t ar t e d  it .. - tb e f i r s t  and o nly 

ne wsp ar e r  in Lo osbure; . If H, WEU:iTI t t f o r  the Bugle  - - and Kent 

and h i s  mother -- I WOUl dn ' t  b e  l iy j.ng in L o o e burg at all . "  

Wi  th h e r  'NT :i. t ine; al l al l ,  .it� the 3. - - W e l l  E th e l  b e l ongs in 

the e as t . Vv e o u.eh t to be in � e w  Y o rk , but we n e v e r  w i l l . 



'f'h e  linGl e. anch o r s me and Ken t anchors E th e l . " 

Ano th e r  '."le ek p as s e d . Hobe r t  s aw :prac t i c al l y  n o t h i ne; o f  

o f  E t he l , but o imp s on N i t h  h i s  char< . c t e r i s t i c  e nt e r pr i s e  m.?.Xl­

ag e d  t o  s e e  mo re and mo re. o f  he T .  r. e c aught her c oming end 

g o ine and w i th c o l l o s s aJ. as s ur anc e e; ained ctdmt t t an c e  t o  her 

8..3 

s t ud i o - - the pl ac e  wh e r e  n o bodyr,' no t e ve n  h e r  mo th er , W 8..B e v e r  

al l o we d  t o  intrud e . A n e w  n ov e l  was n e arly c ompl e t ed , and 

E t h e l  u s u al ly ',vent t o  work in h e r  s anc t um in the i'o s t 6ff i c e  

Bu i l d i ng at n ine o ' c l o c k ,  and o f t e n d id n o t  r e t urn unt il f ive . 

Bh e t e l e ph on e d  fo r h e r  mo the r l s c ar wh en s h e  want e d  it , and 

the c o l o r e d  chau f f e r  'Ive n t  f O T  he r whe n  S imps on d idn ' t  br i ne  

he r h ome . B u t  O ).JTl:p s on made the r e s pons i b j. l i ty · o f  t h e  c o l o r e d  

s ch auf f e r ve ry l ight • •  

" H ow d id y o u  man ag e t o t o  e; e t  int o E t h e l ' s  s t udy? 1I 

Robe rt as ke d . .. I thoue;ht i t s imply c o uldn I t be d o n e . I thought 

he r n aJlle was n ' t e ve n ' j. n the t e l e ph on e bo.ok - - th at e v e n  a t el e ­
was 

phone c all n e v e r  al l ow e d t o  d i s t urb h e r  pr ivacy . u 

li lt i s n ' t .  Jus t  t ry t o  e; e t  he r .  And i t ' s  pr e t ty n e at 

the way sh e ke e ps th e o ld l ady out . '1'rl e old � i rl th ink s  s h e ' .s  

s o  t empe r ament al trl at she h as t o  be al one - - d o e s n  I t want any 

o n e  e v e n  t o  s e e  t'te pl ac e . And she ke e ps away b e c alls e s h e ' s  i n  

t e rr o r  o f  k i l l ine; t h e  ,s o o s e  th at l ay s  the g o l d en e g g s ! "  " 
. 

n Vi e l l  how ar e y o u  c; e t  t ine al ong? II .I.'·ob e r t  'was fe e l ing 

e ve n  mo re th an NaB 'us u al t h e  s i n i s t e r s t r ength o f  the w eb he 

was d a :i .l y  al l owing Mr s . M.e l v in t o  s p i n . Nlo r e  ad mo r e  s he 

� imD s on � r inne d . II Y our b o ok i s n ' t  f i n i sh e d . 1I 

seemed to he.ve g, cla5.m on him.;ii.;-.yJuit:xz}t~.xl5l~~Y.X~~Y..JOtXXM~Y:.Vn.Jal 

h~'.Ktxcx~rnrt<. 11Y our month i 3 m>1x11~:Y..Y..k1"..l"l up! 11 

II 
am.ti ... : 



84 

II :1J amn l "  s ai d  Hobe r t , enc d ng the c onve r s at i on . 

� e xt d ay ,  abo ut t wo o ' c l o c k  in the aft e rn o on ,  whe n  .!\Ilrs . 

�I.e l  v i n  was wr i t ine i ns c r i p t  i on s  for' the ph o t ographs i n  the oI'd e r 

in wh i Ch th ey we r e  t o  appe ar and , an 0, h obe r t  was c l i c k 5.ne away 

by the two f inge r  me th od on th e t ypewr i t e r , l!. t h e l  c arne wal king 

i n  upon them . T}l e re h ad b e en n o  warn ing o f  h e r  allpr o ach wh i ch 

was u s u al l y  he r al d e d by the c l at t (; r  o f  b im}) s on I s m o t o r c y c l e .  

She was ve ry wh 1 t e , and he r eye s smolde red . " what aTe you 

'Nr i t ine; , wh at ar e y o u  d 0 1 nr; w i th my pho t ographs , .Mo ther? " 

" !>l o w  E th e l  " 'l'll e r e  was a d ange r ous c oldn e s s  in lillI's . 
Me l v in ' s vo i c e . " ls t h at the way t o  8 pe ak t o  y our mother? " 

II S imp s o n  s ay s  your WI' i t ine a b o ok ab out me ! "  s"b e charged . 
" W e l l ?  I s th e r e  any r e as on why w e  shouldn ' t  wr i t e  a 

b o ok abo ut you? " 1'11 e c o ldne s s i nc r e as ed ,  and Ethel s t o od and 

l o oked at he r mo ther ut t e rly unabl e t o  c ope with the c o ldne ss 

un ab l e  to t ouch her mo the r through the gul f of al o o fne s s  her 

d i s t anc e  and re s erve c r e at ed .  .. Is the r e ? "  

"Ye s . I d on ' t  ' want i t l I won ' t hav e  it ! You shan ' t 
• 

do i t l "  S ome thing s t r onge r  than her fe ar o f  her mother s e emed 

t o  wr ing h e r  prot e s t  fr om her . "You s hant d o  i t ! "  

" Ethel ! G o  t o  your r oom ! " She s poke as she might have 
, 

s p oken t o  a child o f  s ix ,  and E thel obeyed h er . 

"Wait , Mi s s  Me lvin l ll R ob e rt c al l ed h e r  b ac k .  He was 

app all e d  by th e wh i t e ne s s  o f  h e r  f ac e . the l o ok o f  t Oir t ur' ed 

h e l pl e s o ne s s  in r, e r  eye s .  It !  w ant t o  s ay ,  Mi s s  Me l v in , that 

s o  f ar as I t m c onc e rn e d  - - I ' m  thr o ugh ! I Noul dn ' t  f or' the 

I 



w Ol'l d  g o  o n  -{'lith an�i th i ne; t11at was 8 0  obj e c t i o nabl e t o  y o u ! " 

But E t  e l  h ad f l e d  t o  D e l' r o om .  
Fur i O US , Robe rt t urne d t o  Mr s . Me l v i n . " It ' s  w i cked ! 

W icked l How c an " o u  _ _  " " 

II Why , Mr . S t E:  r l i ng !  C an t t you s e e  tb e.t th e c h i l d  is 

s imply t empe rament e� 1 "  
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" I  c an s ee th at y o u  d ominat e her l Th at e ll e  ought t o  g e t  

away from you and l ive h e l' o wn l i fe 1 "  

" And what k ind o f  a l i fe would she l ive - - w i th o ut her 

mo th t r ,  Mr . S t e rl i ng? C an ' t  you s e e f r om the s t o ry we h8;ve bee 

w r i t ing that i f  I hadn ' t  i n s j. s t ed up on it - - ac t ually ins is t ed 

h e r  g e n ius ivould ne ve r h av e  d e v e l ope d at at al11 Sur e ly , more 
t han any one who h a s  e ve r  at t ained t o  g r e at th ings ,  Etll el. C Wl  

s ay th at aJ.l s h e  i s  s he owe s t o  b e l' mo the r . I th i nk y o u  ar e  

mo s t  unf air t o  me ! "  

" I  c an ' t he l p  i t . I ' m  thr o ugh . I '.von ' t be p arty t o  any 

m o r e  o f  II 

J1ut Mr s . Me l v in h '3.o. IE; ft th e r o om ,  and Hobert s e emed t o  

kno w  t h at she had g one t o E t he l - - was put t ing on the s cr e ws ,  

maki ne th e e; i rl pay f o r  he r j.n s ub o rd inat i o n  in wh at e v e r  wa.y 

was T'1o s t  e ffe c t ive . o  He almo s t  e XIJe c t ed t o  hc c<.,r the g i rl c all 

out f o r  he l p , and then l augh e d.  2.t h i s e l f  b i t t e rly . '  Th e tb i ng  

f o r  h i m  t o  d o  w a s  t o  ge t o ut . Th at "Nould rut an e nd t o  this 

bo o k  bus ine s s , b o r  Mr s . Me l v in w oul d n eve r be abl e to g e t  it 

i nt o publ i sh abl e f o rm al one . H e  h e.ci. b e e n a f o ol e ve r t o  ha,ve 

"s t ar t e d  :i. t -N 5. th he r .  He wa.s on h i e  wa"JT fo l l o w :i. ng the wind ing 

r o ad d own th e h i l l  wh e n  1: e r  he ard fly i ng fo o t s t e ps c:.nd E t h e l ' s  



bre athl e s s  v o i c e . 

"M:c . S t e r l:i . ne ! II 

He s t o y)pe d and wC';,i t e cl  f o r  he I' . " C ome s J t o n  e gr - . aSj> 
and TE s t , 1I he s R i d . IIYo u ' r e al l o ut o f  br e ath . 1I 

!3 0 rry , N1J:' . 
S t c, r 1 i ne , " s he b e e; an as s o on 2�S s h e  c ouJ d G:DC 2Jc for' brr athl e s s -

n e G s . " I  .ifdS ve ry f o o l i sh - - and VE ry rud e . I b o pe y o u ' l l 

f o rG i ve me , a.nd e o  o n  w i th your wOl'k JIIi th Mo th e r . "  She was 

even vvh i t e. r  than b e f o r e , and the l o o k  of d e s p e r e,t j. o n  in her 

ey e s  h ad chang e d , t o  s mo l d e r' ine o. e s I> 2,ir . .. I hope y o u  w i l l . "  

" I  iiI' i l l  n o t . Y o u  are as1dne i t  only be c au s e  y our' mo t her 

f o r c e  s ,; bu ! "  

" N o . I want you t o  g o  o n . I c an ' t  e xpl ain , but - - It 

w i l l  make me ve ry m i s e r a bl e  i f  you - - d o n ' t go on . "  
"You me an j. t w i ll make y o ur mo th er mi s e r'Etbl e . " 

n It ' s  exac t l y  th e s ame thj.ne , i  Mr . S t e r l i ng .  i t ' s  j us t  

e :'� c,c t l y  - - tl1. e s ame thine ! " He r ey e s  g r e w  big w ith the 

l o nl ine s s  of he r un shar e d wo e , her unsr' ed t e ars . 

Sud d e nly he h ad h e r  in h h ,  arms , vvas k i s s  ing he r with a 

p as s  i o n  th at s e eme d t o  be; th E' aC C UI'1U1 8,t l on o f  all the t e ns i on 

n o t  o n l y  o f  the the w e e ks in L a 0 sbul'g , but o f  th e y e ar s  and 

ye ar s  behind th at � Vii1at was he g o o d f or i f  r.e c ouldn ' t  s t 2nd 

bE- t w e e n  th i s  C i r l  C:!.nd h e r  d e v o ur j. ne; mo ther - - th j. s g irl w ith 

th e s o ul o f  R o s emary ! 

Ro s emary l  He h a d  f ore a t t e n  ab out Bo s em�l'Y ! " 1  mu s t  

g o , "  h e s a id h o �r s e ly , but she c lun� t o  h im. 

" Y o u ' l l  c ome b ac k  - - an(� g o  o n  w ith NLo t h e I'? " 

- - - -- -~--- - -----

cl6 

down t1, , 

She s2.t ci.o:Vn .-d th hirr. on the ~rass. 1'I 1
ir1 --



"Yes , 1I he f:aid miser�l.l)ly. u I ' lJ. c ome buck . "  

8 ? 



IX 

Ins t e ad o f  go i ng home hobe rt fol l o we d  a p ath that 

wound be s ide bro ok at the f o o t  o f  Melvin hill , and l ed 

h im int o  a small pat ch o f  wo ode �.' :' :p1bG ni� l'er.!n.tncl known as Mc­

dougal lJark and ac c e s s ible t o  town and c ount ry s id e by way o f  

88 

a shady d r j;ve above which v j.rg in f o r e s t  tre e s  me t and wh j. s pered 

t oge th e r . Tht s  tho ugl't of R o s emary why h ad it thrust its elf 

be t Ne en h ims e l f  and Ethe l l Why �: 

Po or l i t tl e  Ros emary who s e  l i fe had gone out s o  l ong at;o ! 

O f  wh om he had dre amed s o  d i sc oncert i ngly ! He was all ow ing the 

irrat io nal s id e  o f  h ims e l f  t oo much sway l He mus t c ome out of 

that dre am  and the foe; it  c re at e d  8,11 about him!  C omi�e out 

o f  th e f og ,  what d id he s e e? F i r s t  o f  all hims e l f  in l ove .  with 

Ethe l - - want ing f i e rc e ly t o  po s s e s s  her ,  but even mo r e  f i e rc e l y  

t o  pro t e c t  he r .  Want ing the rol e he h ad so unthinkingly l e ft 

t o  S imps on . Want ing t o  t ake her away fom tb e Mo tb er who was 
c ons uming he r .  He s aw all U1 at ve ry' c l e arly -- and s ome thing 

e l s e . E thel had � g).ven h e r s el' 

unre s i s t ing l y  t o  h J �  arms - - ac c e pted  h i s  c ar e s s e s  Unr e-

s i s t ingly? Mo re than th�t - - s he had c lung to him and begged 

him to XN c ome bac k .  Would sh e have b ehaved in that way it' 

she c areo, a s t r aw f o r  S imp s on? If S imps on ' had a chance with 

he r? 

As i f  chiming in w ith h l s  thought s  o f S imps on c ame the 

t put put put ' of a mo t o rcyc le , gro'Nine; loud e r  and l ouder ap­

plUo aching by the wo ods r o ad from t own .  It was S imps on ,  End he 
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was n o t  al one . In the s id e e  ar , t al k i ng an imat e d ly ab ove the 

n o i s e of the mach ine w as a g irl - - a b obbe d  he ad ed bl ond e ! 

They we r e  s o  i n t e r e s t e d in e ac h o tb e r that ne t th e r  of them s aw 

h im ,  and the i r  p as s ing l e ft him be s id e  h ims e l f  w i th rage . He 

h ad no i d e a  why he s ho ul d  be s o  angry - - he s imply WB..8 . ,wh at 

was S imp s on d o i ng w i th th at s il l y  :U_ t t l e  t owhe ad whe n  he V/8..JS 

c o urt ing E thel l The mo re h e  as k e d  h ims e l f  that que s t ion , the 

ang r i e r  h e  be c ame cmd then t he ' put put :put t appr o ached 

ag ain ! The y  Re re c oming b ac k . No, S imp s on was al one . Robert 

s t e pp e d  out i n t o the r o ad and s t oFpe d h im. 

" G e t  o ff th at damned th ing ! " he orde r e d .  

S imps on e;r lnned and e o t  o f f . 

" T ak e o f f  your c o at 1 11 ,.' 
J ;  

II What fo r? " 

"B e c au s e  I ' m  g o i ng t o  k i l l  you i f  I c an !  " ,-
'
Robert wru:, ,,---,., 

r e mo v i ng h i s  own ./ 
,­

/ 

" 0  h ' " " d  S "  , d t uc . s a l .. 2mp s on , ano. r e mo v e  - c o a  • 

by th e boys 1'1 t :p anc e hobert pltme;ed 

bl i ndly at h im ,  b u t  fo und h ims e l f  no mat ch h i s  .o ppon8..nt . In 

l e s s  than a minut e and a h al f  ::l imp s on h ad h im d o wn  and was 

s i t t ing on h im .  

" N o w , " s aid S iml) S On ,  " the c or p s e woul d l ik e  t o  know 

what i t ' s al l ab out . .. He g ot up and pv.t on h i s  c o at , and 

was o f f e r inG R obe r t h i s  • •  II V/hat was the mo t ive f o r  the 

c r ime? " The n , awar e that H obe r t  was :tn n o  mo od for :fax 

l e v i t y  h i s  ex-pre S 8  :L on chang e d . II Vt h at ' s C' 2.t ine y ou ,  old man? " 

he as ke d h ad n ing H obe rt h i s  c o at .  

hj_s 

froddeq. 
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l\obe rt t o o k th e c o at � r j_ml y . .Phy s i c al l y  he -;vas n o  me_t c h  

f o r  S imp s on ,  b u t  m o r r al l y  " Vihe..t ar e y o u  d o  i ng w i t h  that 

t owhe ad e d  fl al)D e r  - - Nhe n  y o ur only e X C Hs e f o r  e xi s t en c e i s  

t o  ee t � t h e l  Me l v in o u t  o f  t h i s ? " 

S i mps on 8 e at e d  h ims e l f  d e j e c t e dly on a . �i c n i c  b e n c h  • 

.N o  one would [l aV e eue s s e d  t h at he knew h o w  t o  smil e . n S t erl ing ,  

he s aid - - 1 ' m in a wh al e o f  a j am !  I 

" W e l l  I c e rt ainly h o p e  s o l "  

I gue s s  I ' m i n  l ove . " 

il l d on ' t  me an E t h e l . I 
_ .. I t ' 2  2l1 other e ir1 , tit eJ"l ine .  

E th e l  h e l l  I gue s s  �·\he f e l l  f o r  me a I j. t tl e  t o o - - t o o 

e as y . Ge e , but I fe e l  I jJee a c ad ! " 
II I s rl O uld th ink y o n  ':\[01.11 d ! II 

" I d o n ' t know 'Nh at t o  d o , ti t e rl i ne ! II 

ROrJ8 r t ' [; S Il i r i t s r o s e fU2 ,. Q j.rnI1 B On ' S  d e c l i n e d . I1 Are you 
e ng ar.; e d  t o  E the l 7 "  he inqu j, r c; d . 

tl N o . But .. 

"Have y o u  p r o p o s ed t o  her? " 

"N�noT but I ' ve c ome s o  ne ar it - - Doge one me ! I ' ve 

t o l d h e r  e v e r s o  many t ime s that I 'Nas z o i ng t o  pr o p o s e , and 

of c o ur s e  she expe c t s  it , and - - " 

/l And now you want an o ther g i rl . O f  c o ur s e you wo uld . 

You c an t t s t i c k  t o  anyth ing l one;e r  than i t  t ake e  t o  g e t  i t . 

S o on as yo u th ink you ' ve g o t  one g irl y o u  want ano the r ! " 

'I That ' s the w ay i t  l o oks , but - - H o nf� s t , S t e r l i ng  

I neve r w a s  in l ove N i th E t h e l ! I l ik e d  h e r , but _ _  " 

li lt was h e r money y o u  want e d , 'NetS i t  - - & P1.(j al t i c k e t ? " 
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S imps on t urn e d  a br l c k  red and s aj.d n o thing . 

"Y o u  c ame h ome t o  l ive on y our :mo the r unt i l  you c o uld 

marry E t h e l  and l ive on h e r' ! Is th at i t ? "  he purs ued merc i -

l e s s ly . . I 

,. '1 I ' m  afr aid ii l.,vaE . "  

" And t h i s o t1l 8 r g i rl - - c an Sf1 e s upp or t y o u  in the man­

n e r t o  wh i ch you ' ve b e e n  ac cust omed1" 

" Oh ,  l e t  up .' NO .1 ' t  t h O o t  e ... a.ny . •  lDg n ven a very 

g o od r e lmt &t i on i n  t h i s  t o wn .  But j_ t i s n ' t  h e r  faul t ! She -­

s he I s j ub t th e f ine s t  - - t h e  s p or·t inee s t  - - I - - I (1 o n ' t s up­

p o s e  she t 11 h av e  me , S t e  1' 1 i ng J but -- I '  c.l NF,sh w i nd ovlTs Ol� h.c3 

br i cks f o r  the re s t  o f  my l i fe t o  Ge t r. e r ! But I - - I ' m 2� l 

s o rt o f  c ommi t t e d  t o  E thel . 1I 

II I wonl dn ' t worTY ab out E t h e l , i f  I ,'Je r e  y o u . II 

II But s h e  th inks I ' m  i n l ove N i th he r ,  dn d - - She ex-

p e c t s  me t o  p r o p o s e !  I ' ve all but p r o p o s ed ab out f i f t e e n t ime s . 

It • s r o t t e n  t o  - - t o  ClI' OP h e r c ol d ! And i t t s r o t  t e ner t o  g o  

on pre t e nd ing - - " 

IIY ou ' r e s o  busy th i nJdne; ab o u t  what y o u ' r e do i ng t o  Et hel 

th at y o u  n e v e r s u spe c t wh at she f s do i ne; t o  y o u .  H as it e ver 

o c c urr e d  t o  y o u  tb at s'h e  Nas s t udy J ng y o u  - - j us t  us i ng y ou? " 

"H,o ':{ d o  y o u  :me 1:-lI1 s t udy ing :me ? "  

IIWell - - I f  y o u  want my o p i n i on She ' s  g o i ng t o  put 

you in a s t o ry . She hasn ' t  the l e m, t  i d e a o f  rna.rry i ng y o u , 

h '  S "  , . I " and n e v e r as n ad .  2.m�)8 0n you r- e  all k J.nds o f  an as S .  

"Ha N d o  y o u  know? " 

i 



" It s t icks out al l ove r you - - tb i nking a g irl l ike 
E the l 

" Oh ,  c ut i t  o ut ! H o w  d o  you kn ow Ethel d o e s n ' t - ­

d o e sn ' 1i - -

9.2 

"Do e s n ' t w<mt y o u? We l l , f o r  one thine I ' ve g o t i t  

s t r aight from he r mo th e r  that sh e t s obs e rving you b e c au s e  y o u­

' re qua,int , and ' would make an amus ine f i c t i on ' char ac te r . "  

" ' Quaint l '  W e l l I ' l l b e  darned ! "  

"He r mo th e r  woul d h Hv e  t o  b e  pre t ty sure that y o u  were 

no th ing but a j oke t o  E thel - - t o l e t you run ar o und w i th her 

s o  much - - woul d n ' t she ? "  

" I  wo nd e re d ab out th at - - h e r  mo the r  n o t  hew ing any ob-

j e c t i o n s  at al l . St e rl ing ,  I I be l i e ve . you ' re r ight ! But 

how c an  I be sur e ? H O N  c an , l  ee t out f r om und er?!' 

"You ' r e al re ady out . Al l  y o u hc;.v e t o  d o  i s  t o  k e e p  out . 

Jus t  ke e p  al t oee the r away from Ethel . "  

" S o - o - o l I beg in , t o  s e e - - the mo t ive fo r th e cr ime 

S t e rl ing , you . r e  g o ing t o  t ake he r o ff my hand s ! L ord , what 

a r e l i e f l " 

"Ye s , but ge t t h i s s t r a ight , S imps on ! I hav en ' t t 8�en 

h e r  o ff y o ur hands b e c 2.Hs e she ' s n e ve r  b e en on your h ands - ­

n e v e r  fo r a minut e ! 

n Oh all r ight ! Al l r ight ! I g e t  y o u , and I d on ' t e ive 

a d arn wh o s e  h and s she ' s  on , ,j us t s o  they ar e n ' t  mine ! I wi,sh 

y o u  luck , S t e rl ing ! 

" S ame t o  y ou S imp s on? Who i s the l i t t l e  t o wh e ad ? " 

" T o whe ad , no th ing ! He r' h a i r  i s  pure g o l d  i n  the s un l ight ­

pur'e g o ld ! He r n ame i s  .M.a;)T Mar t in .  II 



" The g i rl who r od e  the bumpe r s : I' 

" Ye s . 1I S imp s o n ' s eye s grew d ark and angry _ " Sh e ' s  the 

o nl y  p e r s o n  in th i s t ovm that d o e s n ' t  e e t  a s quare d e al  _ _  

c an ' t g e t  a s quare d e ru  n o  mF.t t e r  what she d o e s . 1/ 
" Why c an ' t  she ? " ,  

"Be c au s e  the Buel � 1 s  our only news p aper , and the Eue;l e 

i s  d o wn on her n e v e r  mi s E;, e s a chanc e to tx in s inuat e and 

g ive h e r  j us t  the s o rt o f  publ i c i ty that a de c e nt woman d o e s n ' t  

want . I t ' s  b e e n  g o i ng on now f o r  ye ars - - eve r s inc e high 

s ch o o l  d ay s - - unt i l  the re al ly n i c e  pe o pl e  o f  t hi s t own d on ' t  

h ave much t o  d o  w i t h  he r .  It ' s  b e en c l e ver s ubt l e .  Jus t e 

phras e he re o r  a p ar ag r a:ph the r e  - - mak ing eve ryt hing she does 

j us t  a l i t t l e  que s t i onabl e, wi thout ever r e ally t e l l ing c9.nything 

th at you c an l ay y o ur f inge r  on . I t ' s  - - we l l  i t s  d i abol ical. J 

St e rl :tng I "  

"But why shoul d  the bue; l e want t o  hur t h e r  r e put at i on? 

It s e ems ve ry s t r ange .. 

II It i sn ' t  s t r ang e at al l . E the l t mo ther i s  the Bugle _ _  

e v e n  th o ueh she d oe s n ' t  app e ar t o  be . She own s  the p aper , and 

. wh at sh e s ays g o e s . And sh e hat e s  Ma,Y be c aus e Kent McD ougal. 

l ike s he r be t t e r  than h e  l ike s E th e l . He d o e s  y e t , Darn him. 

He ' s my r iv aJ. - - and y o urs t o o , s o  l one; as ,l!;the l s t e"Y s und e r  

he r mo the r t s thumb . MT S • Me l v i n i s  s e t  o n  h av ing Ke nt for ;a 

s on- inl aw ,  and it ' s  mad e a d ev i l  o u t  o f  b er - - a r' egul 2.I she­

d e v i l ! " 

" Is Kent s t il l  aft e r  her? " 

"Ye s .  H e  want s t o  marry he r and t ake he r aHay s ome where , 



and she won ' t  g o  - - s ay s  sh e won ' t  b e  ch as e d  ou t o f  t own by a 

ye l J ow n e v� s r) ape r .  I th i nk - - If Ke nt would marry h e r  and 

f ieht th e BUG l e  r ie;ht h e r e  in J� o o s bure - - I th ink fc' he I e  

h ave h im. But he won I t d o  tl L2ut - - h e  wc�n t s  t o  run away fr om 
i t . 'l'h at I S  h O N  th j. ng s  s t and . /I 

Ho b e rt mad e  d u e  al l ow Rnc e s f o r  � imps o n ' s  s t at e  o f  mind . 

In J. ove N t th .May lV1art j_ n , he ViT ould n atuY' al l y ' cl e fe ncl. her � but i t  

s e emed h ic:rl ly impr o b a,bl e that lillI' S . lVle l v j.n would t ake s uc h  an 

llnd e rh and me t h o d  o f  f j.e;ht inc; fay' Ke n t . Ancl :re t  .i f  Bhe 
c oul d b r :i. ng ab out the marr t ac; e  of Ji: t.he l t o  Ke nt it. would c ive 

he r the p e rmanant c o n t r o l  o f  E the l I s l j. fe . Th e one th ine; f'h.e 

h adt o f e ar -Nas .ft; the J. I s me.rr i clg e  t o  a man wh o would c 2.rry h e r  

o f f . 8 iPlp s o n  m igh t 'be r ight . 
H ob e r t ' s 

But th at was S iPlp s o n ' s  aff air hiE. o vm problem Vl c.S 

9 4  

e n o u.gh f o r  h im .  H e  mus t  w i n  ,ll;the l fr om unde r h e r  mo t h e r ' s n o s e 

b e f o r e  h e r  mo the r s u sp e c t e d  wY '-� I:. h e  was ab out . � t h e l  "mel h e r  

mo th e r  mus t  be s e Tl ar at e d , and i t  c o uld n o t  be d one gr adu e� ly . 

It mus t b e  d one in one b ig and f i n al c r i s i s j. f i t  was t o  be 
d one a t  al l . li S :i.ml' s on , II he ;.-; ai d , II I 'Ncmt an 2.Ut om o b il e . I 

want o n e  imme d i at e ly . " 

o imI) s O n e; r inne d . " Y o u  be t ! A n i c e  l i t t l e  t wo- s e c.'.t e r  

a c oupe . I ' ve be e n  vvo n d e r ing why yon d i dn i t c; e t  a c err . 1I 

" I  b aven i t  n e e d e d  one - - bEt I e. o n o w . I d o n ' t  mnch 

c a.r e vvh at k i nd , but 1 " :mt i t  n"ld. c k . I I  

" If you d on ' t  m i nd R u s e d. c a.r - - I knO'-.'{ 8. l i t. t l e  p e achex-

ine tlv�"t y o u  c o uld h av e  tn f: L ft E' en minut e s . 

" T ake me t o  i t . "  

It' c: e. bar2:ain. 11 



.b' i v e  m:i. nut e s  j.n l:i imps o n ' s s Id e c ar ,  d. y iv�n ::.-\,s B Jmp s on 

d r o v e  i t , b r o ui:;ht them t o  a bl e ak - l o o k l.ne; f2.rmhous e ,  be h i nd 

wh i ch a man was pl a N i ng . H e e; ard l e s s  o f  bumps and ruts , the 

mo t o rcycle d as}l e Q.  j.n t o  the y ard and (t own t o  the edge o f  the 

. . 
s pr J.ne "Yo -h o , Ed ! "  y e l l e d  b imps o n , e.nd add e d  t o  

R o b e rt . " Fr i end o f  rrline . U p  ae ain E t i t . Br oke . "  

'J.'tl e C ar th at the man Bhowed them l o o k e d  ne w ,  EtE i f  i t  

h ad n o t be e n  u s e d at al l .  H e  Vias ask ing e ight hundr e d  for i t . 

" What d id i t  c o s t you - - ne w? " Robe r t as ke d . ' 

" Twe l ve hundre d . 1 'NB S  a f o o l  e v e r  t. o  buy i t . I ' ve g o t  

t o  g e t  - - a s  muc h  o f  i t  bac k  as 1 c aD r ie;'h t  a;New . "  H e  J o oked 

p o s i t i v e l y  s i c k  ove r h i s  l o s s . 

and t fle nty- s'e.v.e n mi l e s . " I f d as s o  on hcwe i t  as a n e w  c ar , II 

s aJ, d H obe rt , ,j but l ' m  n o t  wi ll ing t o  prof i t  by y o ur m i s f or-

t une . You h aven ' t  t aken a hundr e d  d ol l ars out of it . If 

yo u ' l l e ive me p o s s e s s i on now and s t ay  with me unt i l  r have � 

l i c e n s e  t o  d r ive , I ' l l give you what y o u  p aid f o r  i t . "  

Edward B oyd waS v e ry qu i e t  in h i s  g r at i t ud e  and went at 
onc e t o  t ake h i s  hor s e s from the p l ow . " Th anks J S t e rl ing , 

II 

s a i d  S imp s on . liRe ' s  a g o od f r i e nd o f  mi ne and - - Well , hon­

e s t ly , he c an · t afford t o  s pe nd t e n c e n t s  f o r  t obac c o  l e t  cl one 

an aut omob i l e . H e  mHb t h av e  be en d.runk • •  " Gue s s  I IY'l!l g o ing .  

Yo u wo n ' t n e e d m�/ l imoll s ine any mo r e . "  And he 'put put put t ed 

away d i s aPIJ e  aT' ine:; f r om Ei ie;ht l one be f o r e  he d i E  app e ar ed f r om 

s o und . 
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Ac qu i r ing th e tj£t l e  t o  the aut omob i l e , whi ch h ad.  b e e n  
b y  Ed B oyd 

purchas e d  ,vi th R small j'13.JmdRl pc;wme nnd t o  be foll owed by monthly 

paymen t s  he c o ul d  �o t  me e t , p r ac t i c i ng unt il he hadl rfte fre shed 

h i s  m�mory and dr ove wl' .l.th c onfide nc e . ac qu i r i ng a CJl.t d:'¥er �s t c  
' . licens e ' !fd a ve 'y gr at e ful Edward � oyd b ack t o  hioS 

home ...,.i..Q. an even mo re urat e ful fe , t o ck  th e r emainde r  of RObert 's 
. ' , 0  

aft e r'n o on . He arr ived at tBeffte w i th hi s new c ar j us t  as snppgx 

was ove r . at e al one ,  and went t o  h i s  r oom t o  s ti..tdy a n e w  r ol e . 

- - L ove r t o  E thel Me lv i n . He mus t m�ce no mis t ake s . 

96 . 
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" Ye s . "  S imps on Wc .... s the one t o  t alk t o ,  o f  c ours e .  N o-
. 

b o dy e l s e  was s o f ond o f  h im .  Nob ody e l s e  b e l i e ved i n hi0 s O  
th i s, t ime 

th o r oue;hly . Only S imp s on mus t  k e e p  h i s mouth Elhut . " S i t  d o \w 

S impf.> on . I Rant t o  t e ll y o u  s ome th ine; . "  

S imps on s at d o wn s ul l e nly . " If you ' r e g o ing t o  B 8Y c:ny 

th i ng abo u t  May Mart in , " he began . 
"No t a wo rd . I want t o  as k y o ur adv i c e  ab out my o wn 

affair s . O nly - - C an  you ke e p  your mouth sbut ? This is very 
pe rs on aJ. , and - - ve ry imp o;rt ant . II 

" S ur e  I c an ke e p  my mo uth shut . What t s e c.t ine; y o u? ,. 

" The n  l i s t e n  c ar e ful ly • •  " 

And S imp s o n l i s t e ne d  t o  a minut e ac c ount of l i t tl e  B o s emw:y 

tb e l :i nrt of ch:i. l d  she was , h e r  mi s ch i e f , her pre t ty s i ne; i ne 

vo i c e , h e r  l i t t l e  e; i ft o f  s t ory t e l l ing , b e r  irr e pr e s s ible snd 

eve r r e curr ing t as t e f o r  adventur e , h e r  l as t d ay c�t. th e as syl um ,  

i n  wh i ch s h e  was s ent t.o b e d  w i thout he r s upper f o r  h e r  d i s  01.)0-

d ie nc e  - - and t h e n  h e r t e rr ibl e end . 

" It t s Ethel t � s t o ry l " He excl aimed . 

"Exac t ly .  What (l. o y o u  make o f  i t ? "  

"Make o f  i t ! She · s y our s i s t e r , S t e r l ing , and l �.v.e 

g o t  ;9he b :i.eee s t  k ind o f  a hunch that I c an  pr ove i t ! I - - r ' l l 

s e e  y o u  t omorrow ! " And w :i. th that S imps on was g o n e . 
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fl' i e nd s  and ne ighb ors , they re nt t o  th e next t own and Here 
qu i e t l y  mar r :i. e d . H i s  p ar t i ne ins t ruc t i o ns r e g a.rd ing the man-

ag eme nt o f  he r f in anc e s  and Isuch o the r e.dv i c e as s e emed n e c -

e s s ary � br ie f . 

"�ut l e t  me dr ive  you l back , 1t she s aid . 

IINO , "  he s ai d . li lt · i l l  be e as i er i f  we d on i t  l e t  o ur-
\ 

s e lv e s  ge t that marr i e d fe l ing . I ' l l g o  h ome on the int er-

urban . II 

They l o oked d e eply nt o e ach o tl1 e r ' s ey e s , and then t o  

the amaz ement o f  the l i t l e  g r o up o f  by- s t and e l'S in the par-
s on 8� e  d o or s he dr ove aw 

of s ight . 

w i  th out h im CUld he w at ch e d  hel:' out 

It was no on whe n  arr ive d in L o asburg , Emo. he we nt t o  

d in ne r at Mrs . d inne r h e  we n t  t o  h i E'  r o om t o 

th ink th i ng s  OVE; r . O n  h i s  t ao l e  l'e.y the bo ok AJ,...olla .in � 
and he p l c ke d  i t  up - - , E thel t s b o ok - -' E th e l w as hJs wife I 

And in tho s e  o p e n ing p ag e s  was Ros emary , c oming b e t we en hims elf 
;>�.:. and E thel Nith a v ividne s s  - - f o r c e fulne s s  that l e ft h im o n c e  

� t  � 
mo r e  bewi ld e r ed , almo s t que s t i on ing h i s  s an i ty . He had c all ed 

i t  c o inc i d e nc e , wh e n  he W8 8 w i th E the l .  Now , R i th th e b o ok 

be f ar e  h im he fe l t  i t  c ould n o t  be c o inc i d e nc e . It c o ul d  n o t . 

For the s awe o f  h i s  own s an i ty he kne w  h e  mus t h av e  a c onf ident . 

H e  h ad t o  t alk t o  s ome b o dy - - but t o  whom? Mi s e  Harr i s on? N o , 

Mi s s H arr i s on was t o o r e.t i o n al . H e  c ould n o t t al k  t o  h e r . 

A c l at t e r  o n  the s t a.irs and S imps on app e ar ed . "Mo ther 

s aid y o u  '\'v an t e d  t o  s e e  me , "  he s edd s usp i c i 0 l;l s ly . 

\ 

\ 

I 
hp 

Klein's.AAfter 

I 



al l wo rk e d up ab out s ome th 1ne - - al l w o rke d tlI-I ! "  

" I ' l l t al k  t o  h im I'ih en he c ome s in . '1 

v.Jas in b e d  and the h o u s e s e t t l e d  f o r. the n it;ht J and he W3iS n o -

whe re t o  be e en j. n the mo rn ine; . O r d i n ar i ly . i.< ObE l' t v>[o ul d  

hav e  s h E(T e d  - il-a- heT ' s  anx i e t y  t o, s ome ext e nt J but U1 e re 
He r e  o t he r th ine s t o  be at t e nd e d  t o  b e f or e  the Kl e i n pr o bl ems 

c a u l d  be }! T o p e r l y  'Me j.e;he d  and c on s  hte I' ed • •  

(,�u i  t e  as u s u al  R o b e r t  c al l e d  f o r  .tt; t he l . n I f ve c o p i e d  cil 1  
h e r  mo tn e r 

th at we he.ve wr i t t e n . Mr . 8 t e rl ine; , "  lSNE t o l d  h im t e n s e ljr , : ' GLS 

h e  wai t e d  in : -th e h al l . 

p:rom is e d', , : and f e l t  p i ty f o r  the unb [-",l anc ed and d i s t o r t ed mind 

tha t woul d have t o  be s o  much wo r s e  b e f o r e  i t  c ould be be t t er . 

E t h e l  appe ar e d  vv i th h e r  s u i t c as e . wn i c h  R o b e r t  imrrle cl. i- J c; t e ly t o ok f r om he r . .� che }: .i. s s ed he r [flo the r g o od bye as us 41 CJ 
�AtxxXKt±*XKX�X��XKKXXEN±kRzxx�XxXRNMgktx�NMX�� 

Nai+XRNOCxXN��xgfxXXNRXNNHSBXtE3gthMXXX 
XKXKXX�±R3xtRxaX�E�xt��±��zax±h±�gsixY�XEX�NMx�Nzxax�x�z���� 

and f o l l o wed him t o  the c ar .  

" You t 1'e n o t afT Edcl1 " he as ke d ClJ1x i ous ly . 

"No . A b e e  onc e s t une me . I brushe d i t  o f f . and pul l ed 

o u t  th e s t i nge r .  It hurt , but t he b e e  d i e d . I «28 s o rry f o r  

t h e  b e e . I d idn ' t l ike i t . but - - I was s o rry i�o r- i t . Yo u 

may th ink me h ard J but - - You d o n  t t l:r: ow I h o p e  �' O U  rvill 

n e ve r  kn ow h o .v r ' ve be e n  hurt . "  N o t  o n c e  d id she l o ok b ac k  

a s  th e y  d r o ve d o wn o f f  Me lv in H i l l . 

In o r d e r  t o  c-1.''lT o i d t h e  c u r' i o s i t y  <,.[1(1. (lUE.' ::: t :L o n :� n.s o f  

]_05 

But .:>impson c:1. :i_ct.n't come j_n, t:t J.e2,s t not until ... ob~rt 

0- ' 

"1 don't kno , wh2,t to ci_o 
{ 

" .L' 11 see you F.bout it 
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fre e .  I w i l l  as k only t h at you Nr i t e  me n o w  and tb e n , at my 

:pre s e n t add r e  s s . l..e t  me kn o'N th at y o u  e r e  we l l  and h c"Pl'Y , 2nd 

- - l e t  me know 5.mme d t at e ly i f  anyt h l ne; e!o e s Nr ong . 'J.'h eI'{� ' 8  
the l one; cl i s t  ?nc e t e l e pD o ne , Jr o u  kn o w  - - whe ne v e r  y o u  1 ike . 

And I - - 1 know y o u  h ;w e  pl e nt y o f  money , but I ' d  I j. k e  t o 

f in anc e :;rou . "  

" Th at ' s  a hus b and I s pr i v i l eg e , U sh e s-aid :=tdct e c1. w i th a 

l i t t J. 8  c at ch in h e r  vo t c e , H and y o u  c e r' t a i nly ar e n ' t as k ing 

much 1 I vvo nel e r  j. f I ['. ave any r j.e,ht t o l e t  you d o  s o  much f or 

me . Y o u ' ve o p e n e d  my pr i s on d o o r s , but _ _ II 

I " The r e  are n o  ' 1mt s I • In f ai rne s s t o  yo ur s e l f and t o  

-\�'; your mo th e r  and t o  me - - y o u  mus t  wal k  out int o th e fr e e d om 

( 
th at sb e should h ave e; 1v e n  you y e ars pe o . "  

�u i t e  as u s ual he dr o pp e c1. h e r  at h e r  h ome and d r o ve 
.Mo th e r 

t o  the Kl e i n e ' . S imps o n  was w a i t inc f o r h im I n  h i s  r o om . 

"MI' . S t e r l i ng , " s l1 e  s aid anx i olls ly , " I  w i s h  y ou ' d  t alk t o  

S impE on ! 1 1 m t e rr ihly , t e r r ibly worr i e d ! "  

'; What ' e -NI' One; w i th S imps on , lVlr s . Kl e i n? " 

" He ' s  b e e n  t'� e t t i ne; int o 'bad c ompany - - th at l. i t t l e  

Mart i n  e i r l ! She a wayvi/ard , w j.l d l i t t l e  t hing , N i thout a 

91' inc i p l e  in h e r c h ar ac t e r !  She ' s b e en th e t alk o f  the t own 

s inc e oDe was f ift e en ! And s h e  hat; an awful i n f l uenc e on h im. 

He ' s bo ue;ht a r e v o l v e r  and c ar r 1 e s  i t  ar ound w i th h im !  He ' s  

b e e n  sh o o t ing in the b2c k yard th i s  aft e rn oo n ! Re ' s  G o ine; t o  
g e t  i n t o  t r oub l e  j us t  as s u r e  a s  the w o r l d ! 1 w i s h  - - Y qu 

h el.ve mo re i n f l uenc e ove r h im than anybody e l fi e . 

t alk N 1 th h im .  He - - s h o o t s  t rue , Mr . H t e rl ine; . And he ' s  

I wish you'd 



f ac e ! " 

R o b e r t  smD, e d  a l i t t l e  [!; r imly . " I ' v e  l iv e d  in an i ns ane 

asylum , y o u  kno w .  I ' vE' s e en the unbal anc ed mind f r om the 

ins i d e  out and f r om the out s id e  j.n .  I s upp o s e S imps on has 

t ol d  y o u  all h e  knows ? "  

" Al l  and more . But I th ink he i s  r ic;ht b e l j. ev ing that 

i t  wul d d o  u s  al l  e; o od t o  b e  r e c r e at e d  as y o u  h av e  b e en . " 

" I  d on ' t  know how th o r oughly I ' ve b e en r e c r e at ed .  But 

th i s  :DI an o f  mine - - i f  y o u ' l l  c onc e nt t o  i t  w i l l  be my t e s t . 

I f  I c an  d o  wt. at I want t o  d o  wi th �To ur moth e r  i f  I c .an  

s t and up und e r  the r e s po n s i b i l i ty ,  and _ _  " 

" And t e ach he r h o w  t o  r a i s e  he r o wn  bl acJ.:be rr i e s ? "  

s uege s t e d  E th e l  w i th t e ar s  in he r eye s . 

" And t e ach h e r . t o  r ai s e  h e r  own bl ac kbe r r i e s , and s we eten 

h e r own o atme al - - I f  I c an  d o  th at , Eth e l , I ' l l b e  mo r e  s ure 

of my s e l f .  I ' ll c l aim y o u V'r ith c on f 5,cl. e n c e  wh en th e t j,me c omes . II 

" Jus t wh e.t d o  you want me t o  d o  - - and wh(; n? " sh e ?s ked 

h im .  

.. I want you t o  p ac k  YOUr sui t e as e  and b re ad.l t o  l e av 

w i th out s a:r i ng anything what e v e r  t o  y o ur mo the r . It be 

e as i e r  f o r  h e r  i f  she; "knows n o th ing ab out y o ur l e av ing unt il 

it is i rr e v o c ab l e . C an you G e t  out of the hous e w i th a s n i t -

c as e  w i thout ar ous ing h e r  c ur i o s i ty? " 
c" ,- ) .� 

.. E as i 1 Y • I 0 f t e n  � t h i ne.; s 

oe'en a fI 

li Ve ry we l l . W e ' ll be mar r j, e d  in th e mo rn j. ng and y ou 

w i l l  go at o n c e  - - al o n e  whe r e v e r  you 'N i s h .  Ab s o l ut e ly 

10· 

,. 

J 

...... 

..... 

' , 



o r d e r  t o  be y o ur mo th e r ' s  2 on �  2nd 2 J 8 0  - -
g o  t o  you a t  a mome nt ' s  n o t i c e  i f  e ve r  you n e e d e d  me . '  But I 

sh al l  n o t . c l aim y o u  un t i l y o u  kn o �  � I at i t i s  t o  b e l ong t 6  

y o ur s f r om a mo the r t o  G. hus b and . 
i i ' ,' f -,." . '  .' 'Ii , ,' 

1 0 2 

" Wo uJ. cl y o u  b e  s at :i. s f j, e d  v od th me i f  I ·-{U-O,n ',t, �vr i t e  - - i f' 

I n e ve r wr o t e  E'vt al l ? 1I 

" 11110 re t han b at i s i' j. e o. .  I Q on ' t C Rr e  what y ou d o � i f  o nly 

y o u c u t  th e c o r d s  a.nd f i nd y o u  O'Nn i nd e p e nd e n t  way - - wh e ther 
i t  t ake s y o u  o n e  y e 1:-lT or t en . II 

" The re are t h i ng s  y o u  ou�l � t  t o  1<:n o w  Ct i )out me . " 

lI � e v e r' mind them . You Flay t e J J, me any tb j n::; y o u  l ike 

But n o w  trw mar r L:'-6 e  I ' m as k inz f o r  n o w  i s  a mE,t t e l' o f  f O I'm 

n o th ing mo r e  than t h E:'  c onvf:' nt i o n al  r E, d  t ap e  tt! at w i l l  E12.ke me 

.::J., merrlr) 8 T  o f  y o ur f :U1'J i ly and e:; ive me a c ert ain aut h or i ty N i th 

y o ur mo th e r . Y o u  c an s t r e nc; th e n  th '::l.t auth o r ity by h E�v i ne no 

make it ne c e s s ary for h e r  t o  ac c e c' t me . - - if ;)' O U  c an  O e 1:'..T t o  

d o  i t . "  

" B e ar t o  d o  i t ?  Oh , my ci e 2.r ! I ' d b e  e 1 2d i f  I miCht 

n e v e r  ", e e  h e r  ar; aj. n . I t ' ;:,-; my ovm h (�t e o f  h e r  t hat 
. 

h as s o  f r iJht e nc d  me I - - I ' v e l i v e d  f o r  y e ar s  w i th mud e r  
i n  l'1Y he art - - murcl. e l' m i x e d N H , h  (''v s o r t o f  l ove that maCi. e me 

c l  i nE?; t o  'N hat I l o athe d ! But h ov� c an I G O  (O pel I e  rw e  HIls " , , _, 

d r e adful th i ne; "v :i Ul y ou .  H Eeve y o n  any id e [l, I'ifhat y o u ' ll h2.:V8 t o  

I couldn't bec.r t h2 t • 11 

before our real marri•~e .vh8DE;V8T :'/Oll 2.re :rec.d,:/ for tha.t • 

corrlJl1Fnicat:Lon dith your mot1,cr eYcer,t tr~rotte;h me. 'J.'h::0.:t will 

I hate her! 



" Ye s .  I know . Y ou l ove me . Y o u  wo uld l ove me n o  
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mat t e r  what happene d .  And 1 l ove y o u .  l!.ve I'y t ime J. l o ok 

you I y�e-lf ... ..1 " i'hy p e o pl e  scall b e  my pe o pl e , end 

t hy God sh all be my G od . i II 

}I'or a mome nt he d oul el n o t  s pe ak . " Then you ' l l marry me? 1I 

he as ke d . 

" H ow c an 1 marry L . <�o marry and l ive at h ome w ith mother 

would be t o  te ar me in two ! You c ould n ' t  be ar i t ! And how 

c an  j. l e ave he r !  If sh e  h ad any o ne e l s e  - - i f  I had brothers 

or s i s t e r s  - - i f  Fat he r we r e  l iving 

al one' " 

But h O N  c an  I l e ave her 

"You c an * t .  It would wre c k  her . She would prob ably 

be c ome ins ane . E the l , I h ave E. very unus u al propo s i t i o n  t o  

make . I want t o  marry you and s e nd you on y o ur wedd ing t r i p 

al o n e  t h e  t r.;ip o f  y our dre ams . I w i l l  s t ay  at home and 

l o ok aft e r  your mo the r . wh i l e  y ou c ut all the c Ol'd s  at onc e 

and g o  whe r e you ]. ike and g e t  ac quainted w i th yours el f .  And 

wh e n  you h ave f o und y o ur s e l f , and what you l ike and w&nt 

un influenc e d  by anything but y o ur own w lshe s and d r e am.s  "md 

d i s c ove r i e s - - and when ;)1 0 ll mo th e r has l e al ned that she mus t  

l ive h e r  own l i f e , no t y o ur s - - we ' l l s e e what s o rt o f  a 

p e r f o rman c e  we c an put ac r o s s  " pl ay ing o pp o s it e  e ach o ther . " 

" Y o u  l ov e  me e nough t o  d o  that ! !! 

" I  mus t  s e t  you fre e b e f o r e  I l e t  mJ,'s e l f  l ov e  you in 

2.ny o th e r  '·/lay . If WE': we re to do th e us ual th ing you woul d g o  
from o ne b o n d ag e  t o  ano the r .  I ' c.1, b e  gl ad i f  y o u  c ould g o  

e n t i r e l y  f r e e ' - - unmar r i e d . But I P111S t b e  your hus b end i n  

, 
1, m 



my l i fe , "  [-;ll e t o ld h j.m a c. t'o s e " th E h : t abJ: e c, . 11 e r  e y e �3 f3'b ir- ing . 

lI \ij hy d o  you 8 HYlp o s e  i t  j. s s uch fun? " 
II I ' v (� aJ. "N i-tY S N  0:; n t e (1. t o .  l '  ve 1:1,1 .f1iE;!;J' S t h o ught 

1I �' h at h av e  J' o u  t h o ue;ht ? "  

II I t  t S b e e n  ;::1. s o r t  o f  O .l' e am .  I t  s e e me ci. �1.s i f  

c o u l d  d r :t v e  Cl. C ar -' - If I c o n] d I1 Cl,ck ��, fe ',v th ing s  in a s u i t -

c as e , Elnd e o  al l by rtl:)r s e l f  - - i.:iiv ay f r om e ve ry b ody and e v e r:y t h i ng 

.L h �'rv e e Ve r kn o vvn - - I ' v e aJ 'Nay s t h oue;ht ;/. c o uld e.; e t  HC C}ll.ai. nt e d  

w i t h  my s e J. f .  I (l. on t t know 

wh c, t I ' m  l ike - - Nb at t3 0 rt o f  I r e C1J. ly 1 d on ' t  

kn o vv vvhc;.t I Nould I j.ke t o  d o  ' EriC;. l u�rn .8-..00 IX . II 

' tl lt ' s  a. r C-: (-ll 1 6 e a , " E a t d H obe r t  me c 'U t c"t 5. v e ly .  

I t  was m i d - aft e rn o on wh e n  sh e e ave �'1.. im th e wh e el and he 

d r o ve h ome , s l owly and T c l uc t an t. ly .  

c�nd t i:-lke y o u  t o  Nork '.1C 2j.n? II 

1I �\;"l " 'r 1 C " ]' ]  .... n", - . i n  L} .  e mo rn ine; 

Sh e l auEh e cl  j. :r: vvh o l e s  0)11E-: me n' j.me nt I A ri el. t o ld h j.m that 
} (·; f 1". ( 1 8 1  

h e  miCht J El nc1 h e  D1.}�.E.l(p.:xhr<}J."I1E k n o ,'i1ns tb C'Lt . o n E' o f' the c o rd s t hE'_t 

b o u nd h e r  h ad b e e n  c ut . 

t og e ther' . 

f)he h ad "h e r  d r j.ve r '  <, J. J c e n s e  <',Ylel th e :)T t o ok t urns at the whe e l , 

Cl l' :i v ing ahe r e v e r the r o ad s  inv i t e d tJll?::b: E'.ml tll c i l' vth ims ac -

c e pt e d . And the n , one af L e rn o on , b E'  (i. r o ve ;3, J. :i. t t l e  o ut o f  

r o ad Nhe :!' e  tt e w o oc\ s  mad e ;;l S h 8 c1. e  E'J) O V C-- t'b em and 2! . p o nd or 

and al l it l e d  t o  � aB put fr om E igh t beh i n� . 

tl b; t""' c l , tI he f, <.-t :i.c1 , \; 1 U, j. nk Y O H kn o w  - - I l o v p  y o u . " 

J.00 

lf I 

I really h e,ven' t the le;:;~st j_dea 

am. 

i . ., cl 

:lror two ive eks they had been Eperntine tl1 e h· c1.ays 

wa s j_t a lake , sr)0.rkled throue;11 U ,e 2;reen be ~-.r oncl, ::1.nci. the road 
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wh i ch the !k tf��givJng::i, motpe r  s n i p tl  d ay  by d ay as the c h i l d  is 
ind iv idual 

b o rn i n t o  h i s  o wn irlli���:fl�llt ex i s t e nc e and l e arns t o  br e athe 

mo re and mo r e  d e e. ply the brac ing a i r' o f  j.nd e p e nde n c e .  And when 

they ar e all s n ip p e d  on e s e nd s  h im out t o  b e  a man , t o  l iv e  h is 

l i f e  and pl ay h i s  part . And whe n  he s t ubs h i s  t o e  and c omes 

c ry i ng back to h e r  she c omf o r t s h im as qu i c kly c�B s lH :  c an ,  and 

s h o ws h im i t  i s  only h i s  t o e he h as s t ubbe d , and s ugge s t s  t hat 

he tunl' al bne; and 111' 'fl:ret , and S 8 e wh at a b ig 

o l d  world i t  i s . "  

" I  s e e , "  s a id F. th e l . ,  " And th e de vour i ng mother eJ o e s n ' t  

c ut the c o rd s . ohe s t r e ng th ens them and H i n d s  them t ie;ht ex' and 

t ieh t e r  

" Th e r e  are a hundr e d  - - a tll o us and ways o f  o_ o ine i t , 

Ethel . I t  c an be d on e  py s e l f i sh l ove o f  d om i n an c e ,  by s en t i-

,
men� al i ty and t e nd e rne s s , byt .or o t e c t i on and indulg e n c e , or 

o r  by e x c e s s ive p e r s o n al amb i t i on . - The r e s l1.l t  i s  the s ame .  

T10 e cll i l d  c anno t  e s c ap e , he remains a p art o f  tt e mo ther 

an abo r t ive c r i ppl e d  human be i ng unl e s s  h e  f inds s ome way 

o f  c ut t i ng t he c o rd s h ims e l f . " 

E t h e l  l o ok e d  s t r a i eh t  ah e ad o f  h e r  (t own the l ong r i b bon 

o f  r o ad th at s t r e t ch e d  br igh t in t'b e mo r n j. ne sunsh in e . " T e ach 

me dr i v e , II she s a id at l as t . 

S11 e l e Ci::r ne d  r ap idly , "'l t th t.lJfl e ae e rne s s  o f  o n e  who b e i ne 

f ami sh e d  I) ar t ake s o f  f o od . By n o on s h e  was be i nn i ng t o  h e�ve 

h&lve tb e c on f i d e n c e  th e,t !l1Clke s d r i v -i.ng 1::l s irrpl e me.t t e r .  'J'11 ey 

f o und a t e ar o ()m vv)' th the s ign o f  the t h r e e  A ' s ,  and we nt in 
for r e f r e shment s .  II I h av e  n e ve r had s o  much fun - - n e v e r  i n  

id 

II 

1. II 



He dr o v e r aD j. d l y  f o r  an h o ur and a hal f i n  v'lh i c h  t ime 

ve ry l i t t l e was s ai d . "�o you l ike i t ? " he i nqu i r ed �ft er a 

l o ng int e rv al o f  s i l en c e . 

" Ye s  - - he t t e r  t h an  any t h i ne; e l s e . 1t 

ItWoul d n ' t  y o u  l i ke t o  d r i ve ? "  

It l  d o n ' t  kno w  h o w . I ' ve n e v e r  dr iven . "  

It Wouldn ' t  you l i ke t o  l e arn? tI 

" I ' ve always want; ed  t o ,  but lliIotb e r  ,,",aul d neve r l e t me 

even t ry . She t s  afraid . "  

98 

" W e l l , de ' re a l ong way f r om M o th e r  th i s mo rnine -- s upps e 

y o u  h ave a l e s s on? " 

She c.:wye red-; a" . Ulome tit l i n  cl o ubt , and l augh e d  a l i t t l e  n e r­

' vously . tl l t m  n e ve r  a l o ng W�T f r om .Mo ther , Mr . S t e rl ing . 1 

s e em t o  t ake he r w i t h  me e ve ry wh e r e  ]; g o . O the r  p e o pl e  are 

n o t  t h at way - - are they? " 

tI A Gre at many are , E the l . Th e re are t wo k inds o f  mo ther.s , 
, d r e ams 

and alw a�T s haVE; h e e n . As f ar bac k as the m-:rmlil�.� o f  man c a.Il b e  

t r ac e d  t h r o ueh hJ :a' mytfl Ol Gey: bo th k itld s hav e pigside'd o v e r  hi.s 
d e s t iny , and h i s f at e  hang s u.p o n  h h , ab il i ty t o  obey th e one 

\ 

and e s c a:Q€ t h e  o th e r .  The l i fe - g iv i ne; mo ther and the d ev o ur-

ing mo the r II 

"Devo ur ing ! " sb e c yc l e.imed und e r  he r  bre ath . tlDevour ine ! 1I � 

ItYe s .  Devour ing . Wh e n  a ch ild i s  h o rn , h e  c e as e s  t o  

b e  phy s i c ally a p ar t  o f  h i s  mo the r , but the ment al and morru. 

and s p i r i t ual c or d s  ar e s t j. l l  uns e rve r e d . Th ey ar e l e ft for 

the mo tb e r  h e � s e l f  t o  c ut - - hundr e d e  of them . L i t t l e  s t r and.s 
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x 

R o b e r t  was e arly at the Me lvins ' neyt morn ing ,  t o  M:rs . 

Me lv in ' s  o bv i ous r e l i e f .  I! I ' m  s o  gl ad y o u  thoueht bf.; t t eJ:' of it , ) !  j U;3 t i:-... Lt t t l  e " 
she s ai d . " I  was afraid y o u  had t ake n  E th(;; l ' s  t ant ni m s e r i ou.s ]y  

and wo uldn ' t  want t o  g o  o n  Iv i th O Ul' work . " 

" B e f o r e  we d o  any mo te v d th our work work � Mrs . Me lv J n , 

I mus t  g e t  b e t t e r  ac quaint e d  with E the l · he rs e lf . Do you. I'eal- . 

i z e  how 1 i t  t I e  I D. 8.ve s e e n  o f  her? It ' s  r at he r  abs urd , D. o n  i t 

y ou th j. nk ,  t o  at t eJ11pt t o  va- i t t;  a b o ok about a pers on y ou h e.ve 

s t ud i e d onl�T at s e c ond h and - - whe n t he r e  i s  e v e ry OIJp o r t un i ty 

f o r  f i r s t h and o b s e rvat i on? 1! 

"Perhap s y o u ' re r ight , but - - We l l , I s upp o s e  I c oul d. 

be mak ine; a n 1 c e  c l e an c o py o f  W}-18.t we ' v e f i n i shed , but - -

E t h e l  i s  s o  

our s dur i n[j 

busy w i th he r n e w  b o ok ,  c o u l dn ' t  we g o  o n  w i th 

h e r  busy "h . ,, " 

" Pe rh ap s  - - l ht e r .  But I h�v e a l i t t l e bus i ne ss o f my 

own t h Rt n e e d s  at t e n t  :i. on , ancl I think - - but I '  1 1  c al l f 01l:' 

E th e l  e ach m o r n ing and rrlE'_n ac; e  t o  s e e  al l I c an  o f  h e r .  I h <.we 

a new c ar - - I s  she re ady t o  e o ? " 

E th e l -cv E�s re ady and . they d l" ov e  of f t og e the r . " I ' m n o t  

g o ine, t o  t ake y o u  t o  y our· o f f 5. c e  , "  he s aid . 

"No , "  she ac; r e e d  qu i t e  s iJ11ply . n Are �'o u  g o ing to t ake me 

f o r  a r ide ? "  

"Ye s . VVh e re vv ou1 d y o u  1 ike t o  g o ? II 

" I  d o n ' t c ar e  - - eve r s o  f ar· . Any v<Trreu E' tbat fe e l s  f c.r 
avvay . " ,. 

otrrf> 



By a ve ry c j. T C H i t o u.s r o u t e  Robert. N8J ked t o  iVle l v in H j. l l  
and ar r ive d l at e  N j. th c u t  cl.ny ct e f i n i t c  i d e a  2 8  t o  th e c omine 

b o ut w i th th e rllo th e r  h e  h ad ac cl u i r e d . Ml � .  Me l v in with:  the 

e v e n'ing ' Bne; l e  ib:  he r (  hanc U v  was anY: i O ll:3 ly /{[l.t ch ing fr' om the 
aft e rn o o n  c al l e rs 

lOB 

fr ont s t e p s . The l as t  o f  he r �ME:3:tK we re d r iv i ng away , l e av ing 

he r a.l one , a t e n s e 1 i  t t l e  f igure - - but c o l d , as i f  cd l  out e1.' 

w armth we, r e  i n w ar d l �r d ir e c t e d , f o c us s e d  up o n  an inne r l ut id 

he at o f  mat E-. rnal p a:=. s i on .  " Wh e r e  :i. s E the l ? "  she as k e d  id d:ly. 

" She s ho uld (HiV e be e n  at h ome l ong ag o . She has d i s ap p o i n t ed 

:the . g1},e s t s � . I inv i t e d  h e r e  t o  w� e t  h e r . /I 

" Et h e l  i s  n o t c oming h ome t on ight . /I 

" N o t  c omi ng - - home ! Mr . St e rl ine , li� t h e l  kn O 'I'T::O the.t I 

pr e f e r  h e r  t o  c ome h ome 1 Sh e al -,fays c ome s home ! \�he r e i s  she ? " 

II I d on ' t kn o tl . " 

lIyou d on ' t kn o w? VVh e r e d j.el v o u  l e av e  her? V� e m1) B t  s e nel 

f o r  h e r  - - f ind he r at onc e ! "  

"l}:; o .  Vi e mus t l e ave h e T  aJ one - - l e t h e T  e o .  She ' s o n  

he r V'le dcU.ne; j o urney and. mUf:, t n o t  be c1 i s t urbe d . 1I 

lJUITlbly Mr s • .r1iJ.(� l v j. n  s t ar e d at h im - - nnbe l i e v i nr;ly . Only 

the t ich t e n ing of h e l' p al e  h ano. s  u p o n  t}r1 e n e ws p El.p e r  fO he he ld 

ind i c at ec',- the t umul t  w ith i n  h e r . 

He t o ok h e r  arm . " e ome i n s i d e  '-:lX:c1. e i t d O Vffi , " he � ['cio. . 

It t have c-l t d e al t o  t e l l �T OU . "  

Me chan i c ally sh e al l owed h e r s e l f  t o  be l e d  ins i d e  and 
s e a t e d  on a s o f a  i n  th e p i::'..r l o r . It Ke n t  _ _  " ::: he beg an f 2. i n t ly 

" E th e l  h R S  - - G on e  - - Vi i  tb Ke n t  - - h ciS mE' .. rr i e ('. him , 2 .. nd never 

XI 



t o ld me ? "  

" She d idn t t �arry Ke nt � she marr i e d  me . "  
.IlI1I' S . Nie ]. 'T l n  

Ae p.in ·s�e s t ar e d  a t  h im dumlJly - - unbe l i e v ingly . 

" Fi om n ow o n , Mr s . Me l vi$ , � th e l b e l ongs t b  me . I t ve 

s e n t h e r  on h e r  we del j.ng j ourney al one . That will s e em very 
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s t r ane; e t o  y o u ,  but - - In my o p i n i on s h e  n e ed s t o  b e  El ane . 

She ne e d s  a vac at i on f r om b e l ong ing t o  s ome b ody e l s e .  She 

ne e d s  a l o ne vac at i on in Nh j. ch s he w i l l  b e l ong only t o h er-

s e l f  - - eo whe re she pl e as e s , d o  what she pl e as es , think what 

she pl e as e s . "  ) 

" If th l' S l' S _i t ' s  d M S t 1 l' I ma . n e s s , r .  e r  You d. o n ' t  

kno w  wh at y o u  I re d o  j.ng ! E th e l  t s a ch i ld ! She t s never b ee n  

anywhe r e  al one I S h e  i s n ' t  s afe ! O ome t h j.ne w i l l  h appen t o  

her ! Whe r e  h ave you s e nt her? " What arr ang ements have :y ou 

mad e f o r  h e r? "  

!l E thel i s  not a chi l d , .Mrs . Me l v in . You [' ave t r j. ed t o  

k e e p  he r a ch ild th at i s  why I mll s t  s e nd her awet:y . She is 

a marr i ed woman . I h av e e iven h e r  my c ar ,  and she i s  t o  g o  

whe r e  she l ike s , and make h e r  o wn ar r ang e Fi e nt s . !I 

"Your c ar !  �ho i s  d r i v i ng i t ! "  

!l E th e l i s  d r i v ing t t . 1I 

Mr s .  lVie l v in e; as p e d . I IBllt she c an ' t - - she ' s  never b e en 

all owe d t o  d r ive ! Oh 

Sh e d r i v e s ve ry we ll ind� e d . I ' ve be e n  ins t ruct ing hex , 

and r as s ure y au she ' s  s afe r than your W i l l  i am o n  trJ e r o ad  . •  
d r iv e r t s  p e r m i t  

. 

She I s h ad h e r  Z:iKB]'i5!! f o r  a month . II 

true, ng. 

II 
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M r s . Me l v in s pr ang t o  h e r  fe e t , t w i E' t 1ng the news paper in 

h e r  h en d s . " I  d on ' t  b 8 l  i e ve a w o rd o f' t h i s , iVa . st e rl j. ng . I ' m 

g o inc t o  put the mat t e r  i.n t h e  h and s o f' the p o l t c e .  They w i l l  

f i nd E th e l  f o r  me ! " 

" Vv ai<t a m i nu t e  11.11.1'8 . Me l v i n  - - be f o r e  you make yours e l f  

and E the l re d j. c ul ous . I h ave our marr i ag e  c er t i rfj. c at e  in my 

p o c k e t . Vi o ul d  y o u  l i ke t o  s e e  i t ? "  He he l d  i t  be f o re her and 

she s ank b ac k  upon the s o f a .  

" Y o u ' ve I!la rr j. e d  - - mYl l t t tl e  c; irl ! "  

"Ye s .  SNflxl90.iEJq�:gX:tEX� . It w D. I  s e em crue l t o  you ' that 

we d i d t h i s  w i t h o u:t y o ur kn owl edge , but i t  was the e as i e s t  wa;y 
f o r  al l o f  us . Y o u I'1ad e i t  ne c e s s ary by r e g ard ine; E thel as a 

c h i l d . Ilhen a moth e r  w i l l  not al l ow her c'. aught e r  to g r o w  up 

the d aught e r  h a s  t o  t ak e  t.h e  mat t e r  in h e r  o wn h ands . "  

t S" t 'I ' I I S  a , Mr . .  e r.  .. lng . You - - you d on ' t  

r e  al i z e  w;rl at a d r e  aclful t hing y o u  h ave d o n e ! E th e l  h a.s no 

mo r e  i d e a 11 M" to t ake c are o f  he rs e l f  - - ' Wl:y s r e  - - She 

won ' t e ven kn ow how t o  ch o o s e  h e r  fr i e nd s ! I ' ve b e e n  s o  c ex e -

f u l  - - 1 t ve h 8.d t o  be ! V(ny - - If I h adn I t int e r fe r ed , th is 

g i rl - - t h:i. s  dre ad ful l i t t l e  Mart in g ir� w o ul d  h ave b e en a 

c l o s e  f r i e nd o f  he rs al l 'th 8 way up ! And s ee ! " She unr ol l ed 

the �ve ning Bug l e  and h e l d  i t  w i th t rembl i ng f i ng e rs b e fore 

R o b e r' t t s  ey e s . lI/[a,s! ! jVl. ar t in , in l arg e b l ac k  l e t t e rs was nemed 

c o re s p o nd ant in the d ifforc r�; pfo(iie e c'U.nes of Mrs . Md[;� i e  Boyd 
ag ainst Edwar4 B oyd , h e r  hus b and . P o or S imp s on ! IDhat : C Ollld 

h ard Jy he f r ame d  3[2: a i n s t  tbe 2: i 1' 1  by the B ue;l e ! f{o b e r t  wished 

11Bu she child 
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h e  h ad h &d Yl10 r e  t ime f o r  the r o l e  o f  fr j. e nd , but j us t  now the 

r o l e  of s o n- i n- l aw mu � t  c ome f l r s t . 

He tll I'e N the p 8.p e r  d o wn .  " E t1 ' el may - - probe.bly w ill - ­

ma'<:e IYli n t ake s , "  he s ai d . " But at any c os t  she mus t have hel:' 

o p p o r t un i t y  t o C E� as e  be ing a child . She Yr"tUs t (, �;-'Te h e r' ch2ne e 

t o  C r ow up , and t.cL, d o o ,that she I!IUF) t be s e p ar c"t e d  fl' om you. 

F o :r  the pr' e s ent y o u  hC'lve l o s t  y o ur d aue;ht e r  I but I I d l ike y o u  

t o  fe e l  th a.t you h ewe g ained a s on . W o uld y ou l ike me t o  

remain h e r e  Nj. th y o u ,  o r  shal l  I e o  bC!ek t o  my r o oms Et Mrs . 

Kl e in ' s 1 "  

Mr s • Me l v in ag ain r o s e  f r o r1 th e s o f a . " Is d O E' E n ' t make 

the s l j.C;ht e s t d i ffe r' e nc e  t o  me Nhe rE: you e o , "  [.;h f.  8 <.1id in a 

shak ing v o i c e  and l e av i ng �.J:m a�� one in the p ar l or w e nt Ul) the 

s t a i rs and sh ut he r s e l f  in t1 e r  o wn J' o orn .  
R o b e rt d e c  i d e d  t o  s t ay .  Mr's . Me l v  i n  t1 ad n o t  f o rbidd E: n  

h i m  the ho u s e  - - th2,t vV'e,s s ome t h).ng , ,s.nd he ' d' b e t t e r  E: s t e.bl i sh 

h ims e l f  the r e  wh i l e  the o :.;;rp o r t un i  ty W2.8 o pen t o  h im .  He 

found M::l.t t  i e , the h o us e - maid , and sr,owe c.'\. h e r' t h e  marr i ae e  

e e r t i e i e at e  - - e xpl aj. n i ne; t h at Mj. s s  E th e l  hac). e one o n  her 

we dd ine; t r i p nh il e he rema i n e d  t o  t ctke. C 8"r' e o f  hE:' r  mo thel.' . 

S t r anc; e ly e no ue;h M2"t t i e  s e eme d  n o t  o nl y  t o  und e'r s t and but t o  

apPI' ove . 

'I Sh al l I make up a' gue s t '  r' o o m ,  or - - Would y o u  l ike t o 

P e rh ap s  you ' d l i ke t o  u s e Mi s s  E the l ' s  r o om . � 

"Ye s . "  RolJ e r t  t urne d away and wl 1-:e d t o  th e vvind ow . 

E th e l ' s  r o om ,  ac r o s s  the h 8.Jd f r om her mo th e r ' s s :.t t t ing T o om ,  
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w a s  fami l j. ar t o  h im a s  a. v i hv from th e hall . He w o u l d  l ike t o  

g o  th e r e , and shut the d o or , and b e  ·w1 th the e n t. i r e  p ac t  o f  

E t h e l  he r s e l f . That wo uld be s OIYJ.e th ing - - o n  h i s  we dc:Ur>e 

n ight . But hcE' 'b oul d l ho t t al k  t o  Mc .. t t i e about i t . 

" D j.nne r wi l l  b e  s E rved in h al f an h o ur , It she s aId . 

Robert s at d o wn w i th the IYJ.us s e d  and t. w i s t er Bugl e ,  

smo o the d i t  out as we l l  as he c oul d and r e ad the s ord id .::mel. 
ugl y  ac c o un t  o f  the B oy d d iv or c e p r o c e e d ings thr ough fr om be­

g in n ing to e nd . I t  was the us ual tb i ng of i t s s o rt , s uch ce.fl 
. 

c an b e  r e ad in any news pap er anyw:le r e  at any t ime , but it hope-

l e s s ly srrl� r t c h e d  the al re a�y none t o o  inunac ul at e  r e put c�t i o n  of 

the g i rl S imp s on h ac1. b e en s o  at t r ac t ed t o o . She wo uld no d oubt 

l e ave t own - - c o ul d h ardly IfTBnt t o . s t ay in I� o o s bu�g aft er this . 

E v i d e n t l�r the word s l 'LU!l was n o t  al t og e t h e r  inappr opr i at e f o r  

that p ",rt o f  t o 'NYl  i n  Nh i ch ah e s pe n t  he r I e  i S Hre . And s h e  

w oul dn t tbe l i ke l y t o  h o l d  h e r  j ob , in th e p o s t  o ff j.c e b u i l d i ng .  

It would b e  a g o od th i ng f o r  S imps on t o  f i nel, out wh at srl e  was I 

and be t t e r  ye t j. f sh e l e ft t own • 

Me l v 1 n (l, i cl n o t  c ome cl own t o  d in ne r , c.nd Hob e rt at e 
I 

al one , s e rve d by the qu i e t  M2.t t.:i. e . The n  he we n t t o  E tb e l ' s 

r o om .  c l o s ed th e d o or and l o c k e d  h ims e l f  j.n - - t. o  b e  8� one with 

the fr ae r an c e  of the g j. rl he l ov e d  7f: and "Nan t e d . R i B  'Ne Cl. cl. i ng 

n i e;n t ! 'l'n e re was d ai n t i n e s s  ab aFt the r o o m  and the l i t t l e  

b ath aj o j. n J. ne; i t . Th e re was an i nt J.m2cy j. n b e ine; tb e r e  l o cked 

i n . O n  tn e be d �e re thK t o i l e t  ar t i c l e s  e v e ryt h i ng a: man 

w o uJ d  n e e d . Mat t ie ·{lms t{� o ught ful . H O 'l1 s t r E.ne e  th o B e me.s c ll ·­

l in e  furn i sh ine; s l o oke d i n  t ha.t l i t t l e  v i rg i n  ro om . On t h e 

d r E; s s e r  was a fra1!le d pho t ogr aph o f  Kent AIlclJo ue; al .  E as y  t o  gue s s  

Mrs. 
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,,.rh o rmt j. t t h e r e . H e  "r otS o n  t h e  D o i nt o f  t h r o rvin,2'; H, o u t  t he 

"I'V i nd o w ,  but cb an� t nc; h j. s  m i nd , t o ok i t  i.n t o  IliLr s . ,M."e l v i n ' s  s i t-

t ine; r o om and 1 0' ft j, t on he r d e s k .  KUlt S h 01..1,]Jd n o t  b e  I1Y E-, ;;; E:nt 
e v e n  Ke nt ' s 

o n  h jo s  'v'v'pdd ing n iGht - - n o t  his shad ow up o n  c 2.I'duo ard . 
Ag c:,jj.n h e  1 0 c k8 0, h j.m �>2 1 f  i n  E thel ' s  r o om .  !vh e r' e  w af;: 

". , ..' .�:, l. I�. I I '" P . •  , ' . \"  � .: ,;' \ ,) I 't" 1 

,l!; t h e l ?  He 'No ul d ,e1 y h av e  e; i ve n U:lrye.a:r:s of...J.o.i-:fe .t 0 be 

s u r e  t'h at sho o '<,{ ,CI S s afe . j\i o t  t}:l ,=>ct h e  r e e: r e t t e d  [: e n d i nc hel:' 

away , but Virl e r e  ',.vas sh e ?  And wh o '.�/ '::LS s h e ?  W i f e  or s i s t ex'? 

If she was b 5. 8  s i s t e r ,  o f  c o u r f' e sL e .vas n o t h I s  w i fe . Th p,t 

Nas a my s t e ry th at wo u l d  h av e t o  s o l ve d be f o r e  he c o uld c l aim 

'h e r .  H o w  inex vre s s i b1y h o r r ibl e i f  s he H e r e  h i s  s i s t e r  t o  

fu:; 1 ab o u t  h e r  as h e  d i d ! Wh at o. j.o, S imp s o n  kn o w  1:�lJ out i t ?  

Vih at c o uJ. d ::-l imp-s o n  know ! S imps o n '[l ac1.  R hunch t. h at .1l:U, e l  w as  

h i s  s i s t e r .  � im�s o n  was i n t u i t ive - - q u j. c l<.: - . .  h i s  hun c hes were 

l i k e J. y  to he s o und . iv'hat o. i o. he s u s p e c t '?  'J'b e p o s s i b i l i ty 

th at E th e l  m i:.::;ht n o t  be ll j. s  w:5o fe � - J'Yli�ht n eve r be - _. we ighed 

'up o n  h im j. n pr o p o r t i on to th e h o p Eo , he t r i e d  t o  ke e p  al ive . 

� i n e  O ' c l o c k ; by the b o ud i � r  c l o c k  on � Lh e l ' s  l i t t l e 

b o ok c as e .  B e t t e r  r e ad s ome th i ng .  He l o ok e d  ov e r  he r b o oks • 

.l1' i c t  jo a n  r i t  e wh o ).!.r ill nk of 
'the Art o f  Th e Dr.:ullat i c  

o i tuat i on s , Th e Art o f  .lnv The j1'u t ur e  o f  the 

£I.Ll t o  f) e .E Ar t o f  Jl i c t i on - - H01) e r t  WM 

agh as t .  He kne w  o nl y  t o o  we l l  who h ad rut t h e s e  bo ol<:�i in 
E th e l ' s r o orr). -- f o r c P (l "h e r  t o  s t udy t1' em1 R o s eJ'YlC'I.ry o r  Ethel 

at 1c rUo t srce sl: ould be fre e .  'J.'l- e re sb. o uld b e  n o  I'lO r e  o f  

i te 9nr _Q_v_.1...!...., .1:iandbo 

English , Stor1, r :i. ting, __ Thirty- ES ix ____ _ 

n t.ing t;ha r acters, 

.NoYel; Tfl~ -- -- -----
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th i s . Vl f..<.s n t t the r e e v e n  on e b o ok t h at a e; irl c oul d l ov e ?  

lie f ound n o n e . P r o b ab l y  h e r  mo th e r h e,d e xptire at e d  eve rything 

t h at m i Ght d i s t r ac t  h e r  at t e nt i on f r om t� e c o urs e mRrked out 

f o r  h e r . in t he c l o e et - - t11 (- d o o r  '\fr etS 2.,j 2.1' and. he oreneo. i t  
f ar e n o ugh t o  f:l e e  - - we r e  d a in t y  e; arn�8 nt s , f' cti n t. l y  fr 8.g r 8nt 

w i th the s ue;c; e s t j. o n  o f  p e r fume thdt c lune; t o  Wf1 at �'h e  hencH ed 

mo r e  t han t o  h e r s e l f . .H e  c l 0 8 e cJ t h e  G.l o s e t  d o or . and s at f ox 
a l one t ime in the d ark . 

l!'j. n 8J. J.�r , s t i l l  i n  the d ark , h e  und r e e �, ed and vve n t  t o  bed. 
l y i ng aw ake f o r  h our s �here E t he l h ad n o  d oub t s o  o ft e n  l ain 

awalce - - .t!; th e l  o r  h o s ema.ry . T OWard Il10 rn i ng he s J e pt and i t  

vms b r o 2.d d ay wh e n  h e  o pe n e ci. h i s  e :;r e s .  ouno. 8.Y morn i ne . Vi e l l ,  

he was pre t ty l at e  e ve n  f o r  DunCl ay . J:l.; t h e l t s r o om l o oked d i f-

fe r e n t  Hi th the SHn s t r e am ing i n . It waf:! t o o nluch l i k e  the 

r e s t o f  th e h o u s e .  .l:' r o b a b l y  v. th e l h ad had ve ry 1 j. t t l  e t o  d o  

w i th j. t s  f ur n i sl' in2; , but tri e f ac t th at s'h e had. s p e nt s o  many 

hour s tb e r e . mac'l e  i t  he r s .  He was c l ad h e  h ad t .",,,k e n  p o s s e s s i o n 

o f  i t . If J:t; th e l Ne r e  H o s emary t h i s  Nas al l he w' oul d ever h ave 

o f "  i nt imacy . He kne w h e  c o uld n o t  b e  a b r o th e r  t o  he r .  

H e  n o t i c e d  as he ,v e n t  cl nt o tfu e, i."h1 al l : :tb 2.t the d o o r of 

M r s  . .Ilile l v in 1 s s it t ine r o om w e.s c). o s ed .  She h ad shut he n 3 e l :f  

in , an d  h i s  bre akf as t l ike h i s  d inne r was e at e n  i n  s ol i t ud e . 

s e rve d by t�e qui et .IlI1at t i e . but aft e r  br e akf as t Mrs . Melvin 

c ame d o wn  s t air s , ev id e ntly d r e s s e d  f or church . She s aid 

g o od mo rn ing c o l d l y  and p i c k e d  up th e Sunday ;gue;le f r om the 

t abl e in th e h al l . Fr om tb e t e l e �)h one r o om und e r  the � tai�' 

l and ing c arne p e r s i s t e n t  r ing ing , ans w e r e d  by Mat t i e who 

a p p e ared J ' C," a .�G--&t .. imm.eo. j, c::. .t e ly 



appe ar ed d i re c tly w i th the anno unc ement , "Mi s s  Me:y Mext in 

want s  t o  s re ak  wi th Mr' s . Me l v i n . "  
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" T e l l  M i s s  Mart in that I do n �t wish t o  s pe ak  with hex' . ..  

" She s ay s i t t s  v e ry imp o r t ant , Mrs . Melvin . " 

II T e l l  her t h at n o th ing s he har:: t o  e �r C BIL.;.ppss ibljr be of 

:th(;; E l i e;ht e s t c ons e que nc e ' t o me . .  " 

" 1 ' 11 t CLlk N j.th her , "  s CLid Ho'be r t . " It may be j us t  as 

w e l l  t o  h e ar what she h Cis t o  s ay . " He went int o the t e l ephone 

r o om and c l o s ed th e d o o r . " Th i s  is Robert S t e r l ing ,  It he s aid , 

and then add e d , '  "Mrs .  Me l vin ' s s on- in- l c.w . " 

The re was a mome nt o f  s il e n c e  l one; e noueh t o  i nd j. c 8.t e  

that she had hung up . The n  "You are - - marr i e d  - - t o  

Ethel ! "  Wa� she sh o c ke d , o r  me r e ly s urpr i s e d . , I  

"Ye s , " he s ai d . tl I ' l l e; iv e  Mr s . ]/le l v i n any me s f ae e  y o u  

h ave f o r  b e r . "  

" I t d  r ath e r t e l l ' yo u ,  Mr . S t e r- J. ing . 1I The v o i c e  was l o W' 

but ae;g i t at ed . "Ne ith e r  Mr s . Me lv in n o r  E th e l  mus t  c ome t o  

church th i s  mo rn ing . Mat t i e  s aid E t h e l  'Nas out o f  t o wn i s  

t hat t rue ? " 

"Ye s . II 

tl Th e n th at ' s al l r ieht , but - - Ke ep Mr's . Me lv in at 
I 

home th i s  mo rning . She always g o e s t o  church , but th j_ B  t ime 

she - - she j us t  mus t n t t l "  

" Why no t ,  M i s s  Mart in? I ' l L :h ave t o  e ive he r a r e as on . 1I 

" I  c an ' t t e l l  y o u  tb e re as on , but Ke E p  her awqy l It � 
f o r  h e r o wn s ake . She t s no fr i e nd o f  mj.ne , but - - I ' v e e a t  t o 
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w�rn h e r . "  The c l i c k  o f ' h e r  r e c e iver on th e ho ok e nd ed her 
wo rd of warn ine; . 

P e r p l exe d and t r o ubl e d , Hooe r t ,ve nt b ac k  t o  h i s  Mrs . 
Me1vin • .  "Mi s s  Mart i n  warns y o u  t o  s t ay away fr om chur ch t his 

mo rn ing . I t t s d e c i d e dly mys t e r io us , but - - She s o und ed very 
s in c e re , and i f  r we re you I t O.  s t ay at 'h ome . " 

liMy tj o j. ng s  and c oming s  ar e n o  bus ine s s  o f  Mi s s  Mart i n ' s , 

&nd - - , I al wa�T s 8 0  t o  c hurch . 1 1 

"Y ou would b e  w i s e r  n o t  t o . "  Robert thought of S imps on 

and h i's re vo l ve r . S ur e ly that was n o t  - - But til e boy might 
be qu i t e  be s i d e h ims e l f ,  and Th e t e l e ph one WCiS r ing ing 

ag ai n  and he d idn ' t wai t for Mat t i e  to an� w er . " S t ex· J. ing 

spe ak i ne; , n h e  s aid , cdt e r  c l o s ing the d o or .  

" G o o d l Th o ught y o u  might be the r e l "  It was S imps on , 

and h e  s ound ed anyth t ng but . murd e r o us . " I  only want e d  t o  t e ll 

you t o  c ome t o  church w i thout fail . It I S ab s o l ut e l y n e c e s s ary 

f o r  y o u  t o  be the r e . That ' s  all ! II He hUllg up l<ri th a bhar-

ac t e r t s t i c  bang , and the r e was n o  us e r at t l ing tb.e b o ok gt 

'h im .  But what i n  th e wo rl d  - - H ad he d i s c ove r e d  - - Was theI'e 

t o  be s om� s o rt o f  publ i c  exp o s ure - - Fo th e l  and her mo th e r  

warned away - - I t  l o oke d But h o w  k e e p  Mrs . Me l v in at 

h ome . Out . i n  f r omt th e  c ar was wa i t ine f o r  her - - W i l l i aPl  in 

it -- She h ad c; on e  f o r  h e r  C a Rt and hat - -

H o b e r t  s T l cd cb e d  h i s  h at and we nt out . It 1 ' 11 d r  i ve t h i s  

mo rn ing , W i l l i am , " he s ai d , and W i l l i am g o t  o u t  
� 

R o b e rt was in h i s  pl ac e , s t ar t 1ng th e c ar ,  l e av i ng b eh ind . 

Sh e would hardly wal k ,  and i f  s'he c al l e d  a c ab she wov.ld b e  
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t o o l at e . It NRS al re ady c almo b t  c hurch t ime . 

A p r o pe rl y  rc:; v e r e n t  2.nO. r e l i8 i_ o us t own was o n  i t s  we�y t o  
'me e t  i ne; . Fr om he H; Emd the r e  all x' o ad s  c O n-lTi.::' ::ce; e d  on Sund 8Y 
mo x'n ine; and c ame t o  an E.: nd at thE; c omoc l.i us s t one chur ch . Robert 
d r o v e  by many c ar s  <·J. ong the e Ul'b , and IJ ark e c1. t w o bl o c ks :"'.1iIf;-.;y 
P e o 'pl e w e r e  gre e t i ne; e acl1 o tb e r , t al k ing c:u i e t ly i.:�S b e f i t t ed 

t h e  s abb ath d ay i n  thr-; s had ow o f  the h 01.I P E'  o f  Gae L �rh e O.re; C1J1 

'Nas al r e E.dy pL·:"�r :i_ne; . R o b e r t  l o oked v Ed.nly c:b out f o r  S imps o n . 

T o  e;e t  a wo rd ,v i th h im - - t o  f i nd o ut what wc.s imp e nd i ng b e ­

f o r eh and . B u t  tb e b o y  W elS n O Nh e r e t o  b e  S f- e n .  Pe :chi:'vps he 
was al re ady ins i d e . 

Bnt i f  s o  l'01)e rt , s t and ing i n  the b c�c k o f  th e chur ch 

w eB un etb l e  t o  l o c at e  h j.m . "May I sh ow �/ ou a. s e at , Mr . S t l2. r l j.ng ,
1I 

i nqu i r e d an u s he r , a.nd Hob e r t  f a l l  o ,�ed h im t o  a s e at wel l t o­

ward tll e f r ont . Ami s t i l l  h e  c o ulo. n o t  l o c at e  S imps on . A 

re al �: e n s e  o f  (i. ant.� e r' - - o f  s lts pe n s e - - we j.e;hed ll.p o n  t h e  fJ' i E:!nd 
of the o imp s on , tl1 e br o the r  of R o s emary , the hus b and of E t hel , 

th e s on- in- l aw o f  Mr s . .M.e I1 d n . He h ad a p r o f o und impr e e s i on 

t h at s o rfle t h :i.ng Nas abo u t  t o  "h appe n  - - f.' ome thing Nh i ch WHS t o  

h im pe r s o n al ly o f  the g r e at e ::: t imp o r t an c e  - - E orn e t h i ne; cruc ial .  

Pe o pl e  ,ve re s t D. l  c ONine.; 1n , the s e at s  w e r e  f 1 J l i ne ·  

K.e nt McDo ue al and h i s  m o th e r  Ne re t Etk i n� tb e s e c'.t ac r o s s  the 

ai s l e  - - and N i th them Ye s ,  i t  WEU3 Mr s . Me l v i n . L i t t l e  and 

pr o ud and s tubb o r n , s o  c o l d  '-H i t h o ut , s o  p e"2 E i on at e w ithin - ­

she h e,d f o und Cl- i/a�T t o  c ome t o  chnr c rl in n) j. t e  o f' 1't, im . Vi ell 

he d o ne al l h e  c o uld Gh o r t  o f l o c k int', h e r  up . Wh e r e c ould 

S imIll o o n  b e ?  I f o nly - -



The c o ne;r e c; aU. on 'Nas r t s ine; f o r' th e  d ox o l ogy , c.nd r e ­

ma i n e d  s t ano. ine; f o r  t h e  pr ay e r .  Ro b e rt begEn t o  f e e l  !!lo re 

at :r. es t i n  h is mind as the r eenl e...T o p e n  1 ne; o f ,:. th e 8 e rv j. c e pr o­

c e e d e d  unde r the d :i.e; n i f i e d  d i re c t i o n  o f' th e r e v e r e nd. Dr . S ig­

o urn e y . Dr . S ie; o urney c e r t ainl�T 'lvouldn I t  c:l l o w  anything v e ry 

d r e nct fuJ. t o  o c c ur t o  lillI' S . Me l v j. n  an h i s  S Uno. 8.y s e rv i c e . 1'}l e r e  

we re hymns , th e c o l l e c t. i o n  N c1.S t 8.k e n  up wrdl e the ch o i r  s 8ng 

s o ft l y , trw re Ne re ann o unc eme nt s  o f  v ar i ous k i nd s . PI'ay er 

me e t  i ne; on \v edne s d ay eve n ing , ·a  chur ch surper Thnr s d ay , a r o or 

family j. n t,11 e c oun t ry t o  be c ar e d  for - - an oth e r  hymn . 

N o w  wo uld c ome the s e rmon . Dr . S ig o urney t�Ine d the 
l e av e s of trl e b ib l e  on the d e s k  to f ind h i s  '9l ac e , and c.JT c?Jlged 

h i s  s e rmo n be s i d e  it . H e was a1J o ut t o  ann o unc e h j. S !  t ey.t when 

a ru s t l e o f  as t on i shme n t  we nt thr ough the crl uT ch . oJ imp s on 8,t 

l as t  1 S t r i d i ng d o wn th e a i s l e  hl a manne r  qu i t e  t o o b d. ,s k  8nd 

bus in e s s l i ke t o  be in k e e p ing N i th the pl ac e and hour - - h e 8..d ed 

s t r a ight f o r  the pul p i t . 

An us he r s t e pped f orwHrd t o  he ad him o ff - - t o  keep h im 

fr om i n t rud ing up on d iv ine s e rv i c e s . - - but S imp s on pr oduc ed 

h i s  r e v o l v e r and the h o rr i f i e d  Hsll e r  f e l l  b ac k  s e ve r al p ac es .  

" S it d O Vffi , e ve ryb ody !  And s i t s U.ll ! "  S imps o n  c ommanded , 

The u she r obeye d , and s o  d i d  e y e ryb ody e l s e .  I f  b imD s on V!8JB 

c r azy , a.nd C'tl)par e n t l y  he vvas , t h e r e  was n o th ing t o  d o  but humoI' 
h im .  

" Wh a t  d e  i t I S imIl s on? " as k e d  Dr . b ig o urney mil dly , C] v i  t e  

unafr aid . "What d o  y o u  want ? "  

ti l  vvant t o c onduc t the s e  s e rv t c e s , Dr . S ie:; oul'ney .  
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The r e WEtS a d e t e rm i ne d  e; r imne s s  ab o ut S imp s on , e, e;r :i_rrn e s svery 
d e f i n i t e l :T a c c e n t u at e d  by t he r e v o l v e r i n  11 i 6 h and . H e  g ave 

the imp r e  s s  ion t h at h e  N o u.l d n o t . he s i t at e  e m  i n s  t cL11t Jf i t  

He r e  n e c e s s ary t o  llB e the vVe ap on - - but h i s  at t i t ud e  t o wCU'd 

Dr . S ie; o urney was one o f  utmo s t  c o urt e sy and r e v e r ence . " I  

want t o  c o nduc t the s e  s e rv i c e s . .My t ext is .T ame s J. .l I '7-8 . 

w i l l  y o u  re ad i t , .Dr . S ig o urne y? "  

U l; e r t ainly , b imp s o n . 1I Dr . S ie; o urney t ur n e d  the l e av e s  o f  

the pul p !  t B ibl e , f' our� cl the YlL=l.c e , and r e ad :  

'" Fo r e v e ry k i nd o f  be a s t s , and o f  h 5_rd s , and o f  s er-

I',e nt s ,  and of th :tng s i n  th e s e a ,  i s  t e..me d and h 20th b e e n  t aJaed 
o f  mank ind . 

" ' Bn t  the t one;ue c an n o  !'lan t aJl1e ; i t  i s  Em unruly ev il , 
f u l l  o f  d e ad l y  Yl o i s on . ' II 

" Th ank y o u , l)r . t He; o urney . The t oneue i s  .an unruly e v :U ,  

full o f  d e R(n�r :p o j_ s on - - and the news paper i s  t h e . t one;ue o f  

t he t ovvn .  The L o a sburg Bue l e  i s  the t ongue o f  th i s  t own ,  end 

i t i s ve ry ful l o f  d e adly po i s on .  Las t n i e;ht ' s  ed i t i o n was 

p art i c ul ar l y  p o i s o n o us , mo re th an usuc:.l ly d e adly - - and the 

ev i l  i t  d id be und o n e ! Th at i s  my ap o l ogy f o r  c omine 

he r e  and i n t e rrur t ing t h i s  s e rv i c e . You w i l l  al l r e al i ze that 

the r e are only t wo vvay s o f  :pe aclu tilg v-:;the e ar  of I, o os burg - -

thro neh the I�uel e ,  and t h r o ugh th i s  Ghul'ch. You -,-:rill all s e e  

that I fl&V e n o  cr: o i c e  but t o  us e thE; cf:urch . 
"Mrs . Boyd , H i l l  y o u  pl e as e  c ome f o rward? " 

�'rl e r p  '."IF,S d rns t J  (>. o f  1nt e n' E't thr o nc;h out U'!.e c hurch , 

as al l e y e s f o c u s s e d up on a c owar i ng woman in a y) e w  at the 

l e ft . She shr2.nk b ac k  hid her i c.�c c fr om the cur i ous g c:>.z e of' 

must 
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he r fe l 1 0 Vll t o·Nn sFle n .  " I l tn  � o r2'y t o  emb Rr'I' c1 2 8 y o u , Mrs . l� ()yd , 

but i t t s ab s o lut e ly ne C e S S fJ..l'y f o r  y o u  t o  t e l l  th i s  t o wn why 
you br o ught tIl e  name o f  May Mart in i n t  0 the q u arr e l  b e t  w-een 
.;i our s e l  f and Ed - - j us t h ow much yon �rr� r e  p2. i d  f or d o ing i t , 

and by whom . Pl t- as e  c ome f o r w ar'd . "  

Tb e WO�:1an WE:U3 s obb ing Ni t h 1'1" igh t .  

" P e rh aps , "  s aid S imp 6  on n o t  unr.; e n t ly , " P e r-haDE you t d 

pr e f e r  t o  h av e  me t e l l i t . If I make any mi 2 t Lik e s  y o u  C E'n 

c or r e c t  me . Your quar r e l  Ni t h  Ed vVas a iJout an cnrt ol11ob i l e  - ­

he 
n o th ine; e l s e . You wan t e d  one , and c o uldn ' t afford i t , 2nd y o u 

thr e at e ne d  t o  l (� aye him . 'l'hen Cc r e pJ e s en t i t :Lve o f  t h e  Fur; l e  

&.rr ane ed th i s  o 1;he r t h i ne . S o  l one; i::'.S y o u  V/c'J1 t ed a c UvoI'c e ,  
the e; r o und s c Udn t t p 2,r t i c ul irl �T mat t er - - and a th o us and 0. 01-
l ars !ifas a l o t  of money , and t he G irl vvho s e  r e put dt i o n ,Yas at 

s t ake iv aS n o b ody o f  any c o ns eque nc e cWo_ h e r  re put at i on Whs n ' t  

al l Mr s . B oyd - - j. f y o u  -vvant t o  e o  h ome now y o u m E';; . "  

'rh e r e  'N as a d r amat i c  �) EtU S e  \�l \ i l e  Mr s . F;(I. \N2.rc� ll oyd fl ed 
f obb ing fr om the oh urch • 

II And" now • •  T1". e rc 'H2,S ' i:� re al me rm ac e i n  S imp E o n ' s  

v o i c e , �md the r e v o lv e r  i n  h i s  hand mad e  c. s ie;nif: i c ant e:; e [; t u�r e . 

"Mr . H b,I" o l d  W e av er ,  o f  tYL C  BUG l e  s t aff _ _  " Al l ey e s  t u r n e d  t o  

tlJ e o tll e r  s :i.cl c o f  th p. church , ,"ih e r e  We av e r' s at p aT C'.l j. z ed , n o t  

d ar ing t o  move . " I  wo n ' t as k y o u  t o  c ornE' f' o r {{ard , I ' ll me rely 

as k y o u  t o  c o r r e c t  me i f  I 8JYJ. i n ac c ur at e  i n  any a f  my s t at e ­
me nt s . B u t  be v (� r:/ C eil" c ful , MI . W c ,,,v e r . l'b e t ruth j. B t o ine; 

t o  c ome o ut E-; v e ry b i t  o f  i t" ,  ancl vvh2,t c ame s Gut h lO r e  in 

so white thc~t a tew rt1ore S_[JOts on it fr.:.:El'led to matte.r . l'hLt 1s 



Church wo n ' t h av e  t o  c ome out in c ourt . AS :.:.. , iL tlUdan:mtjUlidJqitr;t":!.­
you 'dl : b 0r.r.�c t  L m� <i f  L am vofr bng ' - - :; y o u :  have b e1:: n fQ�,-::ye ars 
und e r  ins t ruc t i on s  f r om h ighe r up t o i nj ur e  in e v e ry WE!,y p o,s­

s i bl e the s o c j al and monu s t and i ne; o f  Mt10' lVlcu ' t in .  And y o u  
have d o ne i t  1.' e r�T c l eve r l y .  T'b e r e h e.s har d l :�f bE' e n  a month i n  
wh i ch 
he r n ame h 1.1.8 n o t  arrp e ar e d  in B ome c1. i s EI.Er e e abl e c onne c t i on - -

w i th manJT c U s ag r e e b l e  impl i c at i o n s . N o t  one o f  the s e  at t e nt ioEs 
al one '!'IO ul d h av e d o n e  h e r  any Gre at harm , but the tb e l ot t aken 
t og e th e r  dur i ne th e ten ye (-�.rs s in c e  f:' he ent e r e d  the L o o s bl1.xg 

h i gh s ch o o l  have mad e  her - - w e l l  n o t  C1 Ll, i t. e  an o ut c as t , but 

c e rt a i n l y  a s o c i al und e s i r abl e .  jjur i ng the l 2,s t rna nth y o ur  

o rd e r s  from h i E'�he r  up h av e  b e e n  urgent . Y o u  'Ne r e  t ol d t o  f in-

i sh y o ur j ob N i th R orne trl ing s o  d i s ag r e ebl e t hat May Mart in 

wQntd l e av e  t o wn .  S o  you f ixed UI) t h :t s  t h j. ne; v'l ith My· s . B oyd ,  

'Nr, o W 9.S e a me; t o  g e t  a d iv o r' c �  any 'N e.y ,  and c ould v,s e  2. thous and 
May lVLart i n  

d o l l ar s  o n  the s id e . YblU h ?�. t)h�� . pr e t tY', we I !  fr Emed - - but 

E d  B oyd i s  an hone s t  man and he mad e h i s  w i fe t e l l  the t ruth . 

Th ank y o u ,  ivlr . We ave r . ·  
" And 

c omp e l l  ing J p e r s  'y in 

be s t  - - fearl e s s , p e Tfe t l y  

vv i l l  

Keht McD o 

ne s s . 

e as e .  

or sr. al l faT \TOIU It 

up to his te,sk, 

put 

?OU/ s're ak .., 

1.21 

, too"l 

hi.s 
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" And now S imps on was warming � t o h is t as k , • 

dynami c , c ompe l l i ng pers onal i ty in a s :i.t uat i o n  wh ich put him · 

at h i s  be s t  - - f e arl e s s  and pe r fe c tly at e as e - - he addressed 
hims e l ·£ ::tQ,)(emt McBougaJ. . " Ke n t , wo uld you l ike t o  t ake yOUI' 

mothe r  and Mrs . Me lvin h ome ? "  

Ke nt nodde di" s poke t o  h i s  mo ther , who i n  turn s poke t o  

Mrs . Me lv in and f o l l owed h e r  s o n  from from the church . Mrs . 

Me lvin however s e eme d n o t  t o  have he ard her fr i end or t o  h ave 

n o t i c e d that she Nas b e ing l e ft behind . She s at mo t i onl ess , 

s t ar ing s t r aie;ht ah e ad o f  h e r  as i f  unaware o f  what was g o ine 

on . o imp s on l o ok e d  at h e r for a mome nt and h i s  fac e  hard e n ed . 
the 

He h ad g iven he r chanc e t o  e s c ape what W8)d t o  c ome . .. I th ink 

y o u  al l know , " he began s l o wly , "  that Ke nt McDoug al  and Ethel 

Me l v i n  h av e  b e en int e nd e d  for e achoth ex ever s in c e  t hey were 

born -- by mo th e r s  who d i dn t t r e al i z e  that i n  the Un i t ed St at e s  

s uch th ing s  are n o t  arr anged by p ar e nt s . But y ou rna,)' n o t  know 

that Ke nt h as b e e n  i nt e r e s t ed in May Mart in s inc e they both 

began high s ch o o l  t oge the r ,  and t hat i t was o n  ac c o unt o f  thi.s 

int e r e s t  in her t h at the Bugl e  c o ns i d e r ed her und e s iI' abl e 

has t r i e d  t o  make tl'l e t own t o o  unc omf o r t ro  I e  f o r  her . For 

s e v e r al ye ars Ke nt h as b e e n  t r �r i ng t o  llUrs u ad e  he r t o  . marry 

him and go awa�r , but she h as :r e fus ed . t o  b e run out o f  t own �y 

a y e l l ow n e ws p aper . And s .o Ken t  wor r i e d  al ong , s e e ing ve ry 

l i t t l e  o f  h e r  unt i l  j us t  l at e ly . L at e ly he ' s  h ad a r ival. 

Yih ich s t i r r e d  up th e man in h im ,  andhe · s b e e n  g o ing aft er 

III at h e  want ed a l i t t l e  harder - - a l i t t l e mo r e  C On sI) i cuou.sly .  



S ome o f  you may have n o t i c e d .  At any r at e  tne :augl e n o t i c ed 

and p r o c e e d e d  t o  d o  i t s  w o r s t . 

" That ' s  th e e nd o f  p ar t  one f fr i e nds . Part t wo will 

f o l l ow imme d i at e ly . 
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X I I  

W i th a fairly imp i sh smi l e  S imps on t urned upo n  h is 

fr i end . " S t e rl ing , �TO U  t o l d  me s ome th i ng y e s t e l'dy,y , in s t r i c t -

e s t  c on f i d e n c e . C ome o n  n ow r ight up heJ'� in fr ont -- and 
wh i s T) e r  y o ur s e c r e t j.n t o  the e ar o f  L o o sburg . T e l l ' em j us t  

wh at y o u t o ld me . "  

'1' 0 0  s urpr i s ed t o  s p e E'J<: ,  R obert s t ar e d  at h im ,  and S imps o n  

c o n t i n u e d . " S o rry , o l d. man , but - - I, o o s burg h 2.8 t o  kn o w ,  r ight 
It wo uld hurt me how e  t o  . 

n ow and h e r e � /\i:X1U1.t� · like thy . d 1 8·�(ehs l· t o
/
)b e t I ' ay a c on f i d e nc e , 

but i f  you won ' t t e ll _ _  " 

R o b e r t  r o s e , h j. s  ind ignat i on neut I' c'.l i z e d  by the s us p e ns e  

b o rn o f  h j. s  o vm rfly s t e ry and S imp s o n ' s pUI'I) o 8 e fl.l1 publ i c i ty 

s t unt . That S imp s on h ad s uff i c j. e nt r e RB on f o r  al l this he f el t  

sure ; i t  Waf..i the p art o f  fr i e nd sh ip t o  C O oI) e r e,t e .  And i f  his 

s t o ry we B t o  b e  t o ld h e  pr e f e r r e d  t o d o  th e t e l l ing . 

Il Thank y o u ,  S t e r l i ng , " s ald. S imp s o n .  " C ome on up f r rn t ,  

whe r e  e ve ryb ody c an  l o o k  aDO. J. 5. s t en . Fe l l OW c it i z ens , My 

fr i e nd , R o be r t S t e rl ing , h as a l i t t l e s t o ry t o  t e l l  you a 

l i t t l e  my st ery s t o ry trl. at w i l l  i nt e r e s t  y o u  v e J'Y much . Mr' . 

S t e r I j. ng . .. 

w i th a c r ac e fu l  s u av i ty S iEl[)S O n  s t e pp e d  b ack but r emcd. n e d  

s t <'ind ine; Nh il e R o b e r t  t old r5 irflTlly and j.n f o rmal l y  b u t  v e ry ful ly 

tr� e  s t o ry o f  l i t t l e  R o s emary - - h e r  app e a1' 2.nc e ,  h e r' mi s ch i e v o u s  

exub e r anc e ,  h e r  l as t  d ay ,  h e r  t r ag i c  e nd . " And s o , you c e e , "  
h e  s a i d  in c l o s i ng , II 'Nh e n  I r e ad iilj. E S  Me l v i n ' s  s t o ry ,  Al one 

.in Y& I c ouldn ' t  b e l p  f e e l i ne that t Ile l i t t l e  lIilE!.l'Y Ros e Dark, 
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was a f a i th ful p o rt r ay al o f  my l j_ t t l e  Ro s ePle...ry - - e v e n  t o  the 
� 

n ame . I \vas sure l t  h ad b e e n  wr- jo t t e n  b�1 s j. s t er - - tb at she 

was s t i l l  l iv ine , and t hat the b o ok was the s t o ry o f  h er e s -

c ape , and t o  s orne e xt e nt , p e rh al)S th e s t o ry o f  her l at e r  l i fe • •  

C on s e que n t l y  I, C 2Jl1e .i. o,  L o o s rJUrg expe c t i ne t o  f ind that Ethel 

Mel vin was an ad opt e d  ch i l d , bel i e v ine; c o nf ld e nt ly that I 

would b e  abl e  t o  i d ent i fy he r w i th out s e r i ous d i f f i c ul ty cwS 

my s i s t e r . 

But whe n  I d i s c o v e r e d  t h at Mi s s  Me l v i n  was n o t  an ad o p t e d  
ne j. the r  i n  appe ar anc e nor t empe r 2.me nt 

chi l d , that she was N'§1i.f\at all the t �Tpe o f  yo ung woman my 1 i t -

t I e s i s t e r  would p r o b ably hav e  gr own t o  be And when I 2.18 0  

f ound t h at the b o ok Nas uncl'ue s t  i o nably h e r  work , s i nc e from 
ch i l dh o od sh e had sh own r emarkab l e  l i t e r 2cl'Y ab il i ty , e.nd her 

ch i l d :i. s h o om p o s i t i ons c o n t a in e d much o f  the d e l i c acy end whim-

s i c al i ty ch ar ac t e r i s t i c o f  the b o ok W e l l , I d idn ' t know 
v/he n 

what t o  th i nk .  Fin all y � asked h e r  l' e g arcl i ng the i nc e pt i on 

o f  t h e  char ac t e r  o f  l i t t l e  Mary H o s e , and she t ol d me th�t i t  

' c arne o ut o f h e r  s oul , ne r t; ' l (U s t Sbul ,� , ,. as slrre L wh ims i c al ly 

put i t , I was fo r c e ci t o  the c on c l  us i on th C'�t I had s t umbl ed 

up on a r emarkabl e c o inc i d e nce and n o th i ng mox' e . II 

Rob e rt t urned t o  S imp s on .  " Is t hat e n o ugh? U 

II N o t  qu i t e . "  S imp s on put a d e t a in ing hand o n  ;,l h :  fr i end s 

8.rm . " R o s e m a,ry , U he s a. id , add r e o s ine; the r e ar o f  the c hurch 

wi th t r iufYlphant t e nd e r'ne s s . " Ro s e mary , c ome h e r e  and me e t  

yo ur b r o the r ho b e rt S t e r l i ng . " 

ln th e hush ed s t i l l n e s s  o f  the cburch .I.·obe r t s t r o1l e t o  

qu i e t the t umul t o f  h i s  own he art . May Mar t in was c oming 



1 25 

s w i ft l y  cl o wn tr- e cd. s l e  - - S im.p s o n · s t ow- he ",.d e d  fl al) p e r i her.' 

f ac e  th ()ue;h ve ry whi t e  was s t r ong , f e arl e s s , but s e nc H, ive , 

and the J. j, t t l e  8 ',"I i r 1 s  o f  haj. I' e s c a.p ine; f r om be n e ath c. smal l 

f e l  t hat ',v e're as u imps on h ad s e del ,  pur e e; olCt . Th e e y e s , wh i ch 
( ' ., t '  

s e erQed t o  p arr�r· lwr : t o  " h j.m b y  the v e ry int e md ty o f  the i r  

e ag e r  int e r e s t , looke d. up i nt o h i s  f ac e  - - d e e p  we l l s  o f  azur e 

i n c r e d ul i t y . Th en thi s d r amat i c  me e U. ng s t i:!€, e d by S imps on 

Kl e in was ,;�s s urpr j. s ing t o  h e r  a s  t o  her b r o the r . " I d idn ' t  

kn ow _ _  " li e r  s pe ak ing v o i c e  vv as l o w but ful l , a mus i c al c on-

t r al t o ,  l ik e  a s ong .  " I  c an  bar e ly r e memb e r  - - 'l'b e r e  we.J3 a 

b o y . H e '  s ang funny J. i t t l e  s ong s t o  me , and J. c l' i ed when he 

R o b e r t  f o rG o t  the c ongr e e at i on as he t o ok h e r  two h cmcls 

in h i s . L i t  t.l e  l\Ilay Mart in - - lliJ..ary R o s e , al one i n  the d ark , 

f i Gh t i ng he r o wn b at t l e s , r e fuo j.ng t o be pe r s e c ut ed out o f  

t o wn by the p o i s on ous t one:;ue o f  J�o os burg ,  s t c.rm ing h e r  g r ound , 

w inn i ng at 1 w:3 t  w :L UJ the h e l p  o f  S inlI1 S O n  Kl e in !  Had she wr i t ­

t e n E tL e J. ' s  b o ok? Ir:rtD O s s j.bl e unl e s s  she had al s o  Hr i t t en E thel 's 

s ch o o l c omp o s i t i o n s . Nh i ch c o uld h Et.rct l y  be . " h at l ay beh ind <'Il l  

wh at was : th i s  p e i' f o rrrlanc e  o f  S imp :;; o n  I S 2, o in2, t o  d o  

But - - one t h i ng 2.t a 

t ime . " I c an s e e , 'i he s aid , s t udy ine the i n t e r e s t i nc y oung 

f ac e . II I c an s e e . Ro s emar�r in y o u .  II  

"Y e s • when Uncl e �l oe f o und I'le in tb e b ac k  o f  h is c ·aI' , 

a n d  as k e d  me my n ame , I t o ld h im l. N 2.S ' Oh May . ' H e  c U.ci.n ' t 

s e e  t h e  u s e  o f  the Oh , [� O h e  c al l e (. Fie May . But U'ce r ight 
n ame li"tUS t  b ave b e e n  tuc ked avv ay i n my l.illllc o ns c i ous o r  .L wouldn ' t  

- - - ------- ------- - - ---- - . 

this, and 

to Etliei/, 
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h ave t hought o f  Mary H o s e  f o r  the l i t tl e  o r phan ' s  n ame . Ro s e ­

mar'y I It ' s  a be aut i ful n ame ! I - - I ' m  v e ry proud t o  be 

y o ur s i s t e r  - - H o s emary S t e rl ine; . tI 

I' W a i t  a minttt e !  Wai t - - a - - minut e l  tl o imps on put an 

arm ab out tb e g i rl ,' pul l ine h e r  away fr om H obe rt .  " Y ou eo 

back and s i t d own , l::i t e r l ing ! Your s i s ter ' s  re al name is .!l!U:.a. 
And w" ith h i s  fre e arm h e  waved the me r e  br o th e r  

�ack t o h i s, s e at wh 1 1 e  a�t on��6Whebt ' st!:rt'ed l. al1d �' ttien": s "il �na ed 

II We ' v� been marr i ed e x ac t l y  t en d ays . "  o imps o n informed 

w i th n aive e nj oyment and pr id e . h i s  arm s t i ll hold i ng R o s emary . 

" And th at i s  th e  e nd o f  part t wo . Part thre e ' s  the 1J 0nfe s s i ons 

of a W i fe . Will you c on fe s s , Ho s e mary , o r  sh all ! do it f or 

you? The s t o ry o f  your l i f e  i s  the next th i ng on th i s pro­

gI; aIn ,  and you can put it over with a l ot mo r e  k i ck than I can , 

bu.t _ _  " 

"You s i t d o wn ,  S imps on . I ' l l t e l l  i t . 

S imps on s e at e d  h ims e l f  ne al' h e r  on th e fr ont s e at and 

the e i rl s t o od be f o r e  h e r  as s embl e d t ownsmen as fe c..rl e e s ly E'..8 

h e  had s t o o d . The�r ·Ne r e  much al ike , Robert t old hims e l f , ex­

c e p t  that the g irl had b e e n  mo r e  d i s c i :pl ined by l i fe . There 

was in h e r  f ac e  a s t re ne;th and pur po s e  that in S imp s on had 

n e v e r  be en c al l ed into ac t i on . Ro s emary ' s  ey e s re s t ed for a 

mome nt on the s t r aight l i t t l e  f igur e , s it t i ng al one i n  the 

McD o ugl a IJ e w .  She was fac e to f ac e w i th h e r' e nemy , the e nemy 

sh e h ad YainJ.;Yl f o at e warned�. A fl ash ing p i ty l e ft her young 

faoe s t e :r::l} • .. and ): �obert r e ad in i t  the d e t e rm i n at i on t o  ignore 

i;dmpson KJein." 

..... 
a • bre·athi;e ss 1.~one;r.egat-ioi:i.. 
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tlO 
the womi;iD 1"V:0U1d not b e  adv i s ed , to s pe ak pl' 8 c i s e ly �.S if hex' 

enerr1�T N e x' e  n o t  pr e s e nt . 

'vVhftt w as s he e; o i ne; t o  d o  t o  .Mr s . Me J. v j, n? Wh at c o uld s h e  

d o  ' mo re th an h ad al r e ady be en d one - - unl e ss s h e  N 2vS ab out t o  

s,tr ike the mo the r  thr o ueh the d augh t e r l E t h e l  t o o  h ad b e e n  

iiarned t o  ke e p  aNay !  Vih Cit '-V as Hos emary , h i s  s t s t e r , €; o j- ne t o  

d o  t o  E t he l , h i s  w i f e ?  
II I n e e dn ' t  t e l l  y o u any th 1 ne Yllo r e  ab out my ad op t 1 0n 

by Unc l e  .T o e , II Tb e l ow vo i c e  f il l ed the chur ch VI i  tho n o :  ap;' , ,' 

p a r e n t  e f fort . II And i t  won ' t b e  n e c e s s ary mo r e  th a_n t o  r'.rlen.;. 

t i on n o vi' h i �; N i :r e  d i e d  -l'Vr� e n  ,vr: e n  I 11 as onl y f ive , and how he 

s t art e d  o ff w i t h  h i s  fl ivver and. h i s  b0 Sks and his V i Ql in and 

me t o  f i nd s ome pl ac e dh e r e  h i s mus i c ',vo uld be mo re in d em8.nd 

th an e v e r  jo t h ad be e n  in Pennsylvan i a ,  n o r  h o w  we wand e r ed , 

t ry ing C l e v e l and and then D e t r o i t , and f inal l y c arnine; t o  I, o os-

burg t o  t ry t ruc k e; ard e n i ne; , l)e c Ciu s e  vee;e t Et,bl e s ,v e r e  mo r e  

n e c e s s aI'y t h an inus i c , and be c c:.us e Un c l e  �l o e  w (�:::m ' t  v e ry w e l l , 

but mO E t l y  1 th i nk be c aus e he Hdnt ed Pie t o  s e t t l e  CI. O im Clnd 

g o  t o  s ch o o l . 

UM o s t o f  y o u  w j_ l l  remember Unc l e  J o e  2. 8  I:'� e nt l e  o l d  man 

.vho b r o ught vege t abl e s  t o  :;,r o ur k i t che n d o o r , o f t e n  th a 

l i t t l e  � i rl at h i s  h E e l s . But y o u  d idn ' t  know h j_ffi c_t [-:.1 1 

f o r  \vb at h e  r e al l Y iV iis - - an ac c ol!l p l i ch ec. mus t c i an ,  � pe 2.}:: i rlg 
e ic;ht 1 ang u ag e s fJ. ue n t J. y , rnaI'veJ. O U t' J. �f at home in t b e  1 J t e r evt ur e 

o f  e ach - o f t'h e l angi.lag e s  he s p oke , but lV i thout a p:r- ac t i c i..u 
hai r i n  h j. s  k j. mH y  cl l' C 6J'ling b e ad .  Th e Unc l e  J o e y o u  knew We,}3 



a s o ft - s p ok e n  o l d. man 'ili th p ot at o e s and on i ons and l e t tuc e 

' and t omat o e s ;  but the Unc l e  J o e  I kne w  vvas a un iv e r s i t JT •  

128 

' I  c an  n e v e r  s e nd you t o  c o l l e ge , May , ' he us e d  t o  t el l  me , 

' but I ' l l b e g i n  n ow wh i l e y ou t r e  l i t tl e  MQ. � e e<.t YQll down with 
d e l igh t s o f  h it,h e r  l e arn i ng LiS He e o al ong . Viho kn O 'lI'fS but 

t ho s e d e l ight s , H '  we pl ant them no w i n - your g r o d i ng mind , 

may n o t  g r ow as �r o u e;r o N . P e rh aps a c ol l eg e  e duc at i on that 
i s  pl ant e d e arly and al l owed t o  grow Play be e v e n  b e t t e r  th� 

one t hat is manuf ac t u r e d  and and purchas e d  l at e r as an aft er­

th o ught .  It And s o from th e t ime 1 c ould t alk he t aue,ht me l an­

guage s , and l i t e r at ur e , and s uc h  ph i l o s ophy as he c o uld im­

p art as we drove ab o ut f r om t o wn t o  t own ,  as we s e t t l ed d o wn 

t o  c o a.x i ne; veg e t abl e s  o ut o f  t he Lo o s burg c; r o und , and c o oked 

o ur s impl e me al s and washe d  our d i she s and k e p t  o ur hous e .  

And i n  th e even ing s h e  u s e d  t o pl ay f o r  me , t e ach l'!le t o  

pl ay h i s  v i ol in . 

But wh at S imp s on -{v ant s y o u  t o  kn o w  ab out i s  t h e  wh o l e  

s t o ry o f  my fr i e ndsh i p  with E the l Me l v in . Wh en we C E'JYle t o  

L o o sburg I kne w  ho w t o  r e ad and 
'
wr i t e , and t hough I had never 

be en t o  s cho ol the y  IHAt me in the tb i r d g r ad e  -- w i th Ethel . 

O f  c o ur s e  the r e  '[" e r'e  o the r c h i l d ren i n th e e;l' ad e , but t o  me 

sh e was all th at mat t e r e d . mad e o f  d i f fe r ent s t uff' 

a f ine r , s YVe e t e r ,  mo r e  be a'ut i ful s t uff t han had. g one int o the 

mak i ng o f  any of the r e s t o f  us . And b e f o r e  1 t e l l  W'b 2.t .� 

c imps on s ay s  you al l I.QUS t  kn ow I wan t  to s ay  thc.t tl:�c.t f e e l ing 

f o r  �� t h e l  has n e v e r  cb ang e d  exc e pt t o  p r o v e  it s e l f  a£ 2.in 2Jld 

e.nd 

She '.'Vas 
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ag a:i.n and ag ai n . 

fl We w e re int imat e fr i e nd s  fr om the b e g i nn ing . I admired 

h e r  s o  much that I d id my b e 8 t  t o  c opy h e r  pr' e t ty rnanners , her 

�ins 0roe. .. g e n t. l e ne s s , e v e n  her IJe nmanshi p , Nh j, ch ± adm i r ed in­

t e n s e ly .  I s uc c e e d e d  IIluch be t t e r  w i th the penmansh i p  than w i th 

the imi t at i on o f  t e l' o the r exc e l l e nc i e s , and wh e n  xx aft er much 
p e r s eve r ine e f f o rt I was able  t o  wr i t e as pr e t t i ly as she , we 

d e c i d e d  t o  t e s t  my imi t at i on on the t e acher . I put , he r n eJ7le 

bn my c omp o s  it i ons and she put my·� n ame on hers.. and we hBl1ded 

them in t o  s e e  i f  the t e ac h e r  w o ul d  no t 5. c e . We we re abl e  t o  

d o  thi s be c au s e  E t he l l e d the c l as s  j.n d e portme nt whi ch aut o­
mat i c al l �T mad e  her the c ap t in of he r r o w  and c o ll e c t or of the 

p ap e rs . It was such fun - - mad e such a fas c inat ing s e c r e t  

th at we k e p t  i t  up and th e t e ach e r  neve r c aught us at i t � Our 

j oke was v e ry ne ar'ly ci.i s c ov e r e d  s eve r al t ime s , but n e v e r  (lu i  t e . 

And i t  d i dn ' t s e em l ike ch e at ing t o  us b e c au s e  we bo th inva­

r i ably g o t  h ieh marks - - e x ac t l y  the s ame marks . 

II Ab o ut th e midd l e  o f  the ye ar .L l e arne d that .t!; the l ' s 

work - - he r c ompo s i t i o n v/ork - - was n o t  s at i s f ac t ory at h ome . 

She t o ld me al l ab out i t  at r e c e s s  in the f ar c o r n e r; o f  the 

Tl l aygr o upd . U nd e r t he ins IJ i r at i on o f  he r mo the r ' s s llE:;g e s t i on 

sb e b ad wr i t t e n l i t t l e  ve r s e s  i n  h e r  i nf an c y  - - I j. t t l e  v e r s es 

that had b e e n  publ l shed - - and e v e rybo dy , ma s t o f  al l h e r  mo th e r, 

e xp e c t e d  h e r  t o  be c o me a g e nius . And sh e was d is app o int ing 

the expe c t at i ons .'· :' In f i r s t  er ad e , i n  s e c o nd c�' ad. e , and n o w  in 

th i r'd g r ad e  sh e was a bl e  t o  produc e  n o th ing mo r e  t rl an  was 

pr od uc e d  by S 0111e ( �lal f d o z e n o th e r' children - - j us t  G o od s chool 

c omp os i t i o n s  th at m e t  the expe c t at i on s  of ih e t e acher . The 
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p r e s s ure at home , " in c r e as ine N i th e ach ye ar o f  d i s ap D o J ntment 

in h e r  at t ainme nt , w as mak ing he r mt s e r 2.bl e s o  mi s e rc dJl e 

tb at s h e  we p t  in my arms as s1'I e t o l d  me about i t  - - and .l 

ac c e p t e d  th e c h al l e ng e . H e r  c omp o s it i ons mus t  be d J f fe rent 

they mus t  be d i s t ingui shed - - and J. w()uld make them s o l  '1'h e1'e 

was no q ue s t i on of che at ing now. We w e r e  s t ancL ine; t og e ther 

ag a i n s t aa.ultL �nj us t i c e  - - the we ak 8e; ains t the s t r ong , c1Ild 

anyth i ng was f a i r  • 

.it was n at u r al f o r  me t o  think f i c t i on ,  f ai r'Y s t ory and 

al l eg o ry .  .l h ad ahvay s eJIYJUs e d mys e l f  N 1  th s uch thine;s end 1 

kne 'N we l l  e n o ue;h that i t· 1 put my own ide as ins 1J e ati ,_, o f  those 

pl ant e d  b;y the t e ache r i n t o  the c omp o s i t i on s  they would at l e as t 

be ' d i f ferent ' . The f i r s t  one , h anded in und e r  E th e l ' s  n ame , 

mad e  a s e n s at i o n . E th e l · s e e n j.us .fVE!.S c oming t o  the s urfac e  

ag ain , and e ve ryb ody was d e l  ieht e o, iV i th he r ,  Cl.nd sn e and I 

e nj oyed our l i t t l e  j oke and k e p t  i t  up . W e  'He r e  v e ry c 8.r e fu1 . 

Whe n  s h e  was n o t  c apt a i n  o f  h e r  J' OW N8 o.J' 0 1111ed it , hut und er 

I!l.y o wn n aJl1.e I wr o t e  onl y the regul ar s cho o l  s tuff , s uge e � t ed 

and e xp e c t ed by the t e ache r .  O f  c our s e  that mad e  l ap s es i n  

E th e l ' s e; e n i u s , but n obody t h o ught anyth i ng o f  t h at . YOll, 

C O Ul d n ' t  expe c t  a Ll t t l e  e i rl o f  e ight t o  'b e a r; e n i us 

th e t ime . 

�Out s id e  o f  s c h o o l  h o uI's .fle we r e  i n s e p ar' cJJl e - - c".,s in­

s e p ar e.bl e ,  that i s , as '.'Ie c oul d man age . But the lJ o wag e.['· 

Q,ue en - - t h e  mo th e r o f  my pr i nc e s s  \i\fc�s t o  me 2.l ways the Dow­

ag e r  Q.ue e n  be c aus e srJ e if2 S  s o  cU g n i f i e d  c:.nd unappr o achabl e - -

B.J.l 
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sh e d e c i de d th at a l i t tl e  veg e t abl e  g irl was n o t  a f i t t ing 
c ompan i on f o r  a g i ft ed l i t t l e  pr �n c e s s , and we were f o rbidden 

t o  as s o c i at e .  It was a dr e ad ful . bl ow. 

II vvh en I went h ome ,.; � :  Was '!'s e nt h ome fr om the -r oyal 

c as t l e  by the D owag e r  Q.ue en he r s e l f J end t ol d  that the pr inc e s s 

would be busy and I mus t n o t  c ome ag ain , that 1 mus t  play with 

l it tl e chi l d r e n  chi l d r e n  o f  my own s e t , - - Uncl e Joe not i ced 

my de s pair . ' Don ' t  l o ok 8 0  l ike a l o s t  s oul , ch ild l '  he ex';' 

c laimed g i v i ng me an id e a  - - an e nchant ing i d e a .  I was a l ost 

s o ul -- th e l o s t  s oul o f  th e ·  be aut i ful pr inc e s s ' - - end Kent 

McD oug al , in o ur grad e  at s ch o o l  and pr iv i l eg e d to be with the 
p r in c e s s  c o n s t an t ly ,  sh ould bE; 13':ir ,Or ac l e , the c o urt mag i c ian , 

and h e l p  the be aut i ful princ e s s  t o  find her l o s t s o ul .  The 

Dut che s s  - - Ke nt ' s mo ther was alway s the Dut ches s in our ple� , 

- - was as part i c ul ar ab out h i s  as s o c i at 'e s 8.S any Dowager Que en , 

arid he was n o t  al lowe d t o  pl ay with the r ough , unp ol i shed l i t t l e  

boys ?-bo ut t own - - h e  was al l owe d t o  p l ay  only with the pr in­

c e s s . So the t wo r oyal ch il d r e n  w ould wand er out t og e th er t o  

pl ay o n  Melv in Hi l l and the re about , and s o l ong as t hey r an  off 
t og e t h e r  and c ame back t og e t h e r  it was as s umed that they had 
p l ay e d  only 'Ni th e acho ther . . Ne i ther LDt.che s s  n or D owag er 

Q,ue eft kne w  o f  the C av e  o f  the J;.o s t  S oul , d e e p  i n th e woods 

beh ind .McD·ou:gal Park . 

And s o  the Pr i nc e s s  and the fJr:acH;e and theL o s t  S oul 
-�. 

grew int o a permanent organ i z at ion .  f ar mor e e n t r an c ing t han 

i f  i t  had not be e n  a s e cr e t  o f  s e c r e t s . The thr e e  o f  us e; r ew 

up t oge the r w i th an n  int imacy X1uU.: no one gue s s ed , a whol e s ome 

int imacy with e ach o th e r ,  and with s que r r e l s ,  b i rd s  and f l owe r s . 
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Dur ing our gr ad e s �h o o 1  d ay s  I never s p oke e i ther t o  the 

�r in c e s s  or the O r ac l e  when J; met them on the s t re e t s  of L o es­

burg . and at s ch o o l  :i. t was a p art o f  the g ame t o  p r e t e nd that 

they we r e  n o th i ng t o  me . W e  c re at ed an atI71o�ph e I' e  of mys t ery 

and intr igue by appe ar ing as s tr ane; e rs t o  the eye o f  the world . 

It we 
But when r e ache d  high school age the Orac l e  obj e c t ed . He 

1 iked ' me and want ed t o  t ake me t o  p art i e s  and d anc e w i th me . 

And th e Pr tnc e s s  thought she oueht t o  wr i t e  her own c omp o s i t i os .  

Th ere Ne r e  l e ngthy d i s c us s i ons in th e e av e  o f  the Lo s t  S oul , 
I 

o nly a p art o f  'wh ich vVe r e ' known t o  the Orac l e , f o r .  the s e cr e t  

o f  E the l · s ' ge n ius ' had no t - b e e n  shared w i th h iI!,l ,  and was 
onl y 

wh i s p e r e d  c aut i on s l y  wh e n  he was b e yond he ar ing . 

It Th e r e  was such a f al l  ine o ff o f  g e n ius in that f ir s t  y e ax  

o f  h igh s chool that the D o wag e r  Q,ue e n  be c ame d e s D er'at e . The 
Pr inc e s s  was in d i sg r ac e , and her Dun-i shment grew mo r e  and more 

unbe arabl e as the months went by . Final ly she was all owed t o  

at t e nd no Dar t i e s , n o r  was she g r anted any we e k- e nd pl ay oj[' 

re c re at i on unl e s s  the we e k ' h ad pr oduced s ome cred i t able more 

' than c r ed i t abl e - - b i t  of wr l t ing . And s o  we r egr'e s s ed t o  our 

fo rme r ad apt at i on - - the we ak ag a ins t  the s t r ong ,  w i th anything 

f ai r  i f  o nly i t  woul d  work - - and the Pr inc e s s · s g e n ius ag ain 

c ame to the surfac e . Our wr i t i ng was st il l al ike and excr_l. ang e 

was e as i e r  th an tn tr-le grad e s . 

" �ut the bp�n f r i e nd sh i D w ith S i r  O r ac l e  b r o ught d i s as t er .  

It was ob s e rved and v i e wed w i th c o n s t e r n at i on by b o th Duchess 

and D o wag e r  Q,ue en , and the r oy al Bugle beg an , t o s o und t aps 

f o r  tb e l i t t l e  vege t ab l e  g i rl . 
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1 th i nk I und e r s t and i t . T o  tho s e  in c ourt c i r c l e s  I 

was n ' t a r e al p e r s o n at al l - - any Flore than :kk:ax the e nemy he 

k i l l s in b at t l e  is a r e al p e r s on t o  th e s ol c1. i e I' .  H e  u o ul d n ' t 

l'un h i s  bay o n e t  tl� r o ueh a r e al p e r s o n , s o  h e  mus t mcJce v e rmin 

of tho s e  he h as to ext e rm i n at e . And s o  I be c ctlne .'V e rmin - -

s ome th i ng d i sgus t ing t h at mus t  b e  d on e aWRY -w i th . . I f  we h ad  

had money i t  c o uld n o t  hav e  b e e n  o. bne . Ii e i th e r  Unc l e J oe 

o r  I h ad 1) 8 e n  b e t t e r kn own i t  c o ul d  no t h Et,v e  be en d c on e . Bu,t 

we we re v e ry l) o o r  and v e ry bus y . Unc l e  J o e  s p e n t  2� 1 h i s EO 0 8.,r e  

t ime o n  my e duc at i on , a nd 1' s pe nt al l m.ine '" d, th the J:.lJ:' j.nc e s s  

anc1 tb e O r ac l e  i n  stt Ch rend e xvous as a l o s t  8 OUl NceS c. bl e t o  

d e v i s e . And s o  j. t Nas n o t  t o o  d i. f f i cul t t o  mLike v e rmin o f  me . 

1 vias' ,'lat ched f o r  e v i d e n c e s  o f  the d i s ar; re e a bl e .  

" The p s y c h o l ogy o f  rum,or i s  i n t e r e s t ing . If you s t art 

a s t o ry a i th out t el l j.ng the Nho l e  o f  i t , yo ur l i. s t e n e I's w i l l  

aut omat i c ally i f  q u i t e  unc on s c i o us ly f 1 n i sh i t  ' i n  t.he i r  o wn 

imag in aU. ons - - ac c o rd i ng the :kNBxN�tggE}i:ti.�NS:: RJ'ilOC impl i c c.t i ons 

y o ur beg i n n ing s ugg e s t s . 'A man x' e ll o r t e c1. -by the .Bue l e as 1' e el- ' 

i ne cl o rm th e E t I' e e t  c o uld b e  r eg 2,1'ded as e. t own c�runke.rd ,d th i n  

a 'v''le ek , tr l o u.sh i t  we r e  only the i cy pavement that mad e h im 

' re e l ' .  Th en wh at o f  a g i rl wand e r ing ,tid} !t" -' iL ate ,.:fio uI' o f  the. 

n i ght i n  t'n e  out s k i r t s o f  Lo o sburg i n  t h e  c omp any o f  2-n nn i d e H  

t i f i e d  man - - us ed a s  t b e  t e x t  f or a n  e cU. t o r i al r e c ome nd ing th e 

enac tme nt , o f a. c UI' few l aw .  f (n- t1l e p r ot e c t i on o f  our yOltth � 

.. It • s a t E l'l' i bl e t h i ng f o r  a g i rl t o  hc.ve the t ongue o f  

the t o wn p o i s on e d  a,e a,i n s t  he r ;  1mt. i t  I S more t e rr j.bl e f o r  the 
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man who l o ve s her ,v i thout he ine abl e  t o  p r o t e c t  h e l' c ood n,m1e . 

Unc l e  �r o e  - - H e  was sho c k e d  and emery 2,t the f i r :::' t at t ack , 

h ims e l f  be i ne; th e  un j.c1 ent i f i ed man iI i tl1 Nh om I h c-D r o amed th e 
t h e  out sJd r t 8 ,  o f  IJ o o s burg . lte w'ent t o the Bugl e o f f i c e whe r e  

he w a s  t r e � t e d  a s  a j oke . 

" At the s e c o nd at't ack u p o n  me h e  Vias b e s ide hims e l f  ,v i th 

I' ag e  and rushed bl indly o f f  II H o s errlV''Y p e.Hs ed f o r  a moment 

t o  c ont r o l he r v o i c e . liy o u  may r e ro.emb e r  the s t o ry a s  the Bugl e 

t o ld i t . J.he p i c t ure s q ue o l d  v ee; e t ,,:l, r)l e man , rush ine; tlu' ough 

t h e  s t re e t s  Cipp ar e n t ly int oxi c at e d  h ad be e n  s·t nlCk by an aut o­

mob i l e  and fat al l y  inj ured . 

" And s o  lJ n c l e  J o e was g one and I was al one . Ed B oyd , 

wh o was farming next u s , and had kn own Unc l e  J o e  was appo i nt ed 

my e;uard ian . Of c our s e  I c o uldn f t run the t ruck f arm end 

f in i sh h ieh s ch o o l t o o , s o  he und e r' t o ok t o  t ake c are o f  the 

g arden o n  share s .  L iv i ng s o  ne ar by he c oul d d o  it al ong wi th 

h i s  own - - hy h i r ing a I j. t t l e mo r e  he l p . By my l iv ing al one 

i n  the old ho n s e - - and Rd ' h e l :r i ng s o  IrtHCh - - Wel l , s ome o f  

yo u  m ay  r e memb e r wh at the B1).€�l e  cl i d  N i  t h  that , evnd h o w  s ki l l ­

f ul l y .  Th e h i gh s c h o o l  i nv e s t  i e; at e d  me and f o und n o th ing 

ur ong but that f Rc t  das }n�bl h)hed inc o n S Il 1 c u ous ly 8.rrtOne; the 

adve rt j. s F[lle n t s  />/ 5. th no h e acl ine; t o  S fi e ak o f ,  and. f e w  D c'XI i t . 
liMy l as t  �/ e <�r tn B c'h o ol .v as a b 2,d y e E1' f o I' t h e  e c.�Hi. e n .  

I t  d i dn ' t; br :i.ne; i n  an�r th ing , and I had t o  hav e  a l i t t l e  mo ney ,  

s o  I e o t  th e j o b o f  v i o l i n e s t  i n  t h e  L o a s burg p i c tu r e  the �t e r . 
i n  the o l d  E a s t  O f f i c e  That ,vas vvhen we fir-st had fl'lOvies 
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j us t aft e r the n e w  [nd . l c Ung was f j. n i  she d . Ph j. l B e n s  on W<."tS 

pl ay ing the p i an o  f o r  the l) i c t nr e s E'Xlc.l. j. t N 8.S mo r e  int e re s t ing , 

mo r e  l ike a mov i e  o r ch e s t r a ,  t o  hav e  the v j. o L i. n .  

But pJ. ay J ne; f o r  t h e  p i c t uI'e s  made me mo r e  c ons pi c uo us  

than v e rm i n  c an s af e l y  be ', . and - - Well 'l'b e Bue; l e  i n t e l' es t s 

h ad ac q u J r e d  the mo rt e; ag e  o n  Unc l e  J o e t s  p r o p e rty , and Nb en it 

was impo s s i b l e  f o r  me t o  keep' 'the -, int e r e s t  up they .l:-'erhaps 

y o u  reloemb e r  tr' at e v e ry- th i ne; N as s o l d  at publ i c  auc t i o n . l'he�r 

d idn ' t  e v e n  l e ave me lIncl e d o e s  v i o l in . 

" That infur i at e d Ke nt , and he boue;ht i t  i n  w i th h j.s 
s av ing s and e; ave it t o  me . H e  me ant to 'ne k ind , but - - h el l , 

i t  Nas sng g e s t e d  in th e Bug l e  that a very obj e c t i o n a bl e s p o t  i n  

a que s t :i. o n abl e ne ighb o rh o od had b e e n ' cl e an e d  up ' . It W<.;'t.S the 

wo r s t  th ing th at h ad b e e n  r e port e d  and I vVas n ' t wan t e d  any more 

in the mov i e t h e at e r . '1.'h e �r we r e  n J c e  abo u t  i t  - - d idn ' t b e -

l i e v e  a No rd , and al l th at ·  - - b u t  - -

" And s o  , d i t h  no r o o f  o v e r  my h e ad i:md only 2.bout t en 

d o l l ar s  i n  my D o c k e t , 1 was out o f  a j ob .  

M i s s  Ann i e ' s  M i l ine r�T shop - - s h e t d  al 'Nay s  bouBh:t. _ y.eee t abl.es: . �;. 
and b e e n  G o od. t o  me - - and <-iB ked h e r  t o  e; i v e  me a c o t in h e r  

s t o r e  r o om o n  th e t o p  fl o o r  o f  th e ne N b ank bn i l (i ine; , and l e t 

me wo rk f o r  my ke e p  unt i l  I f i n j. s11 e o. s cr�o ol . 

II S � i e  B a l d  t hat uncl e I' th e c j, r c urns t 2.n c e s  i t  would hur t her 

bus ine s s  t o  l e t  me he l l) 'h e r  i n  the s h o P t but if I ,v2.nt ed t o  

ke e p  out o f  s ie;ht I c o u l d  N o rk i n  the s t o r e r o om ,  and i f  I 

c o uld l e arn t o  make h at s  n i c e l y  she t d  t e ach me t h e  bus iness , 

and t h e n  I c o uld. e o  t o  s ome o th e r  t own and B t 2J' t  in f ox' my-
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s e l f . " And s o  I 1 e c.,r n e d  t o  P1ELke h at s  and Ld,t er f in i sh i ng h iGh 

s c ho ol I ke pt on rrlak ine; th em - - UIl on tn Cl.t almo l2 t  unus ed t op 

fl o or o f  tl1 e b ank bu i l d ing - - and n ob o dy kne w wh at I WEls d o ing , 

vih i cn waH S U S I) i c i o us i n  j. t s e l f .  

B y  t h i s  t ime the pr in c e s s  and t�e o r ac l e b o th re al i z ed 

that i t  w as be c au s e o f  t hem t h at t he l o s t  s oul vms s o  h O I) e l e ss l y  

l o s t , and th at t he mo re they t r i e,c1. t o  d o  3. tJ o ut i t  the mOI' e  c orn.-

Ill e t e  was t he l o s s . S o  f o r  a l one; t ime m i c c"t t on s  ,.,re r e  

p r ac t i c al l y  c ut off. i ut o c c as i o nal l y , j us t  out o f  l on e l i n e s s  

b o th th e pr i n c e s s and th e l o s t  s o ul u s e d  t o  g o  b ack al o n e  t o  

s c e ne s o f  o f  happ i e r  d c�y s i n  the wo ods , and o n e  d ay they h e.p-
p e ned t o  me e t  the re • •  

I t  was a sh ock t o  me t o  l e arn [' O W  b adly , th ings Ne r e  e; o ing 

,v i th E th e l . Ge n i us Nas n o  l ong er burn ing , and as we Elie;ht hav e  

fo r e s e en th e J) owHg e r  Q.ue e n  das s t r' J v ine; t o  s t iIfJul cct e i t  by 

me thod s o f  h e r  o wn d e v i s i ng . N ow tr; at s ch o o l  d ays we r E'  o ver , 

g e n i us mus t d o  s ome t hing r e al . A n o ve l w as demand ed , cillO. I1I' i v-

i l e g e s  ami pl e as ur e s J even fre e d om i t e e l f  , Ne r e  t o  b e  c ond i t i o n ai  

by th e p r og r e s s  o f  l i t e r ary e nd e avor . H ad n ' t she s hown that 

sl1 e c o uld wr i t e? Then wr j. t e  s[' e mus t ! 

It Vilas an imp o s s i b l e  'P o s i t i o n  f o r  a g irl who never for 

a mONe nt h ad b e e n  al l o wed t o  be any th ing but a c h i l d . Rer 

l i t e r ary ab il i t y  waf; the h e art and c ore o f  h e r  mo ther" s l i fe 

her pr i d e , h e r  ar'1b j. t i o n , he r s o l e  tho ueht by d ay and d r' e arn by 

n i ght . We h ad n e v e r  f o r e s e e n thi s a� U'. e  out c ome o f  b ur ch i ld -

i sh p r ank . Snch an ob s e s s i on ,  c omb i n i ng t h e  p as s  j. on o f  mo ther-

l ove N i th the p as b i on f o r  l i t e r ary N c:..S a c on s uming fl ame 

th at c o uld n o  mo re 'be r e as o n e d v'li th than a f o r e f:i t  f ire . 

.comrm 
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We d i s c u8 s e cL the p r o b c" b l e  e f f e c t  o f  the c onf e s s i o n th at 

t h e  s o- c al l e d  g e n i us o f  th e l i t t le pr inc e s s  b e l o ng ed t o the 

l i t t l e  v e g e t ab l e  g i rl . I was afr aid o f  i t  be c aus e o f  what i t  

mitSht d o  t o  he r ;  and sh e was afr a id o f  i t  b e c aus e o f  -.vhat. ,  

t hr o uGh r e n e wed v e nc;e n c e  o f  the Bue; l e  j. t mie;ht d o  t o  me . .And 

s o  i n  the e nd ,  de no t only ke p t  our s e c r e t , w e  '{E"-' nt c in ,v i th i t . 

" l ' rp  n o t s ay ing we d id r tght . Pr ob ably w e  w e r e  wr ong , 

but A pr inc e s s  c an be t e rr i bly at the me rcy o f  a clu e e n . 

AnY i'iay , r j.ght o r  , wr ong , j. t was the mo s t  nat ural th ing i n  the 

\'( o r' l d  f o r  u s  t o e o b ac k  t o  the old g i:Wle - - and s o e asy , on c e 
0 

we put our m ind s on I t .  E t h e l  t ol d h e r  mo t h e r  th at i t  \V as  

her s oul t h at d id the wr j. t ing , and t h at an e c ouldn ' t f ind her 

s o ul at h ome . If sh e c o uld h hve a work- sn op - - a pl ac e  o f  

h e r  ovm cho o s i ng that n ob odJr e l s e  e v e r  ent e r ed !Dr c ame ne c?.I 

p e rhaps she -,vould be abl e  t o  f ind h e r s o ul ae ain . 

II Th at ,vas s uch a t eml1e r arne nt al i d e a ,  s o  c l e arly the e c-

c e nt r j. c  i t y  o f  g e n ius , and the J; i t e r ary : : s  i t u at i o n  h ad be c ome s o  

acut e , thC).t the r oyal Tl e rrl1 i s s i on Nas e; r ant e d ,  t h o ugh o f  c ours e  

t h e r e  N as n o  i nkl i ng that t;h e r e t r e at o f  �� e n 1us Has t o  b e  next 

t o  a fl'l i J. J. i ne.ry s t o re r o om ,  vvhe re an o ut c as t  vee; e t abl e g i rl h ad 

t urn ed h e r  at t e n t i o n  t o  h at s ! Tl1 e r e  was a d o or b e t we en the 

two I'o oms wb ich jflad e u s  s afe in C CL::o e  the r oy al ag r e e ment shoul d  

b e  d i s r e e; an1.ed , but j_ t n e v e r  N as . The r e n a j. s 12  an c e  of g e nius , 

e v i d e n c e �  b�l o c c  as i ona). Ch ElTlt e rs s ubm! t t ed f o r  tr; e royal appr o v a  

w a s  t o o  p r e c i o u s  t o  IN be .j e o p ard i z e d  by i n t e r fe r e n c e .  

" W e th o ueht , at l e a.s t 1 c U o  . •  th at the n o v e l I'l o u l d  b e  

a fai l ur e  and pr o v e  t h at � th e l  was n o t  ffle Hn t t o  b e  a g e n i us .  
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And s o  1 wr o t e , and s j. nc e wh i l e  1 Nl' o t e 1. al s o  h act t o  l i v e , 

Ethe l mad e t he hat s . And s b e  mad e t hem 

fast e r  than e v e r  1 h ad b e e n  a bl e  t o  0. 0 . 

much be t t e r  and much 
[ihe ' s  tr: e author o f  
I 8 u9"(:) 0 8 e  f hal f t he 

/ \  
h at s  in th i s  church r ight n o w .  Mi s s  Ann i e r cti s e d  my wc>.;.£es 

ag ai n  and ag ai n .  

lI 'l'he r e ' s  no t much mo r e  t o  t e l l , exc e pt o f  o ur d i l emma 

vJhen the n o v e l �v as n o t  a f a i l ure , and Et he l publ i c ly c ommi t t ed 
t o  a ]. i t e r ary c are e r .  W e ' ve s I:ent  hours and h ours d i s  c u s s  ing 

how we we r e  t o  un t ane l e the N e b  o ur I 1 t tl e  e; CU'1e h ad s pun ab out 

us . lt t o ok S imps o n , who r e fus e d  t o  b e  awed "by t h e  e c c e nt r j. c i ­

t i e s o f  e;e n i us and pene t r at ed o ut s an c t ullXY ,  and f i nally d i s -
c ove r e d  - - o n l y  ye s t e rd ay - - ,,,h o i t  was that wr o t e  th e b o ok , 

t o  c u t  t b e  kn ot He d i dn ' t know ho w t o  unt i e . 

I i Th e re • s onl y o n e  "[;tl i ng more �he n the next n ovel 

c ome s out y o u t l l s e e  why J; s imply hao" to r i d e  the bump ers and 

d o  s ome o f  tb e o the r unu sual thine s  the Bugl e h as r e port ed . 

And y o u  won ' t th ink t o o  badly o f  me f o r  el a ine them . They 

we ren 1 t  exac t ly - - v i c i ous . Re al l y  I n  all my l i fe � ' ve 

d one o nly one v e ry w ic ke d thing . When .l was l i t t l e  - - about 

four ye ars old - - I c aught ,- and paj.nted . a ne ighb o r ' s  cat . 
I paint ed i t  br ight gre en . " 

A r i ppl e o f  l aught e r  f il l ed the church and s ubs id ed as 

Ro s emary c o nt i nued . " Th at was the v"vor s t  thing 1 e ve r d id 

exc e pt o f  c o ur s e  s e t  t i ne f i r e  t o  the orphan as syl um ,  wh i ch was 

ac c id e nt al ;  and the be"s t t h ing I e v e r  d id , f or my s e l f  at l e ast , 

was t o  marry S imp s on .  We ' re th e two bl ack she e p  o f'  I,o o sburg , 
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wan t ing adm i s s i on int o the f o l d . We t ll be at h ome t o  our 

fr i e nd s  in our o'vvn l i t t l e  !h ous e  J th e  one that used t o  be Unc l e  

lo e s . 

b imps o n was now s t and ing worshi pful ly be s id e  her , 8�d 

h and in hand they bowe d  t o  as s embl e d  L o osburg and walked up the 

ai s l e  t og e th e r . It s e eme d  the roo st n at ured th ine in tl'.te wo rld 

whe n  th e o rg an i 's t  f i l l e d  the church w i th the t r i umphal mel ody 

of the we d d ing march . Th e inc ongruo us r o ar o f  S impf? on ' s  mot or 

cycle as he drove ·· away w i th h i s  br i d e  s c ar c e ly c au s ed a smi l e  

in the n o w  qu i e t ch�rc h .  

Pe rhaps t h e  at t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  c o ngreg at i on w as  moving 
t o ward tb e mot i o nl e s s  f i gure s i t t ing al one in the McDougal 

pew . P e rh ap s  they r e al i z ed as Robert S t erl ing w as  r e al j. z ing 

s o  'po ign an t ly that the re s at r e al tr ag edy , unr e l i ev e d  by humor 

or by hope - - the inexo r abl e t r ag e dy o f  the hmt'Jan be ing who 
aft e r  l iv ing 
h19,�:xi:h:e.d p ar i c i t i c ally , u s urp ing and appr o pr i at ing the l i fe-

role of an o the r i s  t orn from the t, ac bust.omed s o urc e  of l i fe , 

an upr ooted s c r ap o f  liumanI'C.l odder . One dr ar:.r18 had c ome t o  it s 

happy e nd ing , ano ther was at i t s  c r i s i s . " G od h e l p  me , "  

th oug1).t th e s on- in- l aw li t o  pl ant her in s ome ho ne s t s o il . 1I 

, ,� c : c  lI� e t ·.: u8 pr ay. , "  s a id Dr . S igourney . 
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whi ch doe s not re as on ,  but wh i ch we suppre s s  and negl e ct at 

our peril . Re l ig i on has t o  do with l ong ines an. as pirat ions 

transc e nd ing r e as on .  There fore I shall throw the s e  que s t ions 

out as irrelevant - - intellec tual r ather than rel ig ious - _  

though 1 think they will be answered in our further d is cus s io n .  

-We ' l l beg in with th e s eventh ques t i on ,  ' ;a re l ie ien 

nec e s s ary t o  mental he altk" \ imphat ic al17 . yes . Rel i&ion 1a 
a psychic func t i 0n -- j ust as d ige s t ion i s  a aodily funct ion. 

If your rel ig ion i s  not func t i o nine pr oper17 you will have d is­

agre e able sj:mptoms whi ch may be more or less serious .  Where 

rel igi on fu nc t i ons nor.m8lly the re will be no psychogenic d is­

turbances . D id you have a q�e s t ion , Oliver'-

"Ye s .  I came across the s t atement r e cently that there . s 

no such thing as a psychogenic d i s orde r -- that all mental d is­

orde rs we re of phys ical or1gan . d ise as e s of the brain s t ructur e . 

You don ' t agre e with that,-

- Jun� re port s that � dur ing a peri od of f our ye ar 1325 

pat i ents we re t re at ed at Burgholz i for ment al d i s orde r s . In 

one fourth o f  them the re i nd i c at i ons of brain d e t eri orat ion .  bu 

but in the other thre e fourths no phys i c al  expl anat ion for the 

men tal d i st urbanc e c ould be found . That of c ours e  d o e s  not 

proTe th at suck c aus e s  we re none the fact that se 
. t. 

many s e r i o us c as e s  h ave JJl�lU' t re atme nt be en brought 

back t o  no rmal he al th i s  very s ign i f i c ant .  And. ther e is over­

whelmin& proof of funct i onal abnormal i t ies ext e nd ing over a 
1 00& pe ri od o f  ye ars be fore the ser ious outbre ak o f  ment al d i­

s e as e . The re s e ems t o  be no proof in any c as e  that the brain 

t 

• 

• 
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deteri orit i on or anat omic al le s i ons c ame f ir s t , and wer e  the 

c ause of the funct i onal sympt oms , and there are many proofs 

that the bad ment al habits and morbid func t i onal tendenci ee 
whe re the brain is normal , 

,-

exist and c an  De c omple tely c orre c ted . The �ur i ck s cho ol 
the r e fo re t e ache s that the re are psychogenic d is ord ers whi ch 

if unc orre cteti over - a  l ong per i od. may be the c aus e of brain 

det e r i orat ion .  It is d i fficul t  to prOTe the s e  thines , ana 

they are be i ng s tud ied from bo th angles , but our prac t i c al  

expe r i e nc e  shows that wh ere phys ic al c auses c anno t  b e  founa , 

psychologi c al  t re atment in mul t i tude s o f  c as e s  works the re­

gene rat ion of the pat ient ana br ings h im b ack t o  no rmal l i fe . 

"And as I was s ay inc . the cause of all neurot i c d isturb­

anc e s  i s  at bottom a defe c t  o f  the rel iei ous funct i on . "  

� I thouiht it WaS suppr e s s ed s exual ity , · c ame from the 
, � 

oth e r  s ide o f  the ro om. 

" In Vienna, but n o t in �ur ich . If suppre s sed s exual ity 

were the c ause , then we re s exual ity is not �uppre s s ed the re 

woul d  be no neuros is .  i-'
hat i s  not the c as e .  I ' v� t re at ed. 

many neuros e s  whe re the c aus e o f  the t r ouble was und oubt edl7 
. 

the suppre s s i on o f  man t s l atent s e n s e  of d e cency _ 1'0 us in 

��r ic. the problem the probl em is far l e s s s impl e  than in 

Vienna, whe re the sexual the ory acc ount s for eTerythinc . We 

s e e  the s ex urge c l e arly e nough but we al s o  s e e  the urge 
t o  d e c ency . We are st ill an imal s , I grant you , but animals 

who as pire and ye arn ' and suffe r and s acrifice t o  be something 

more th an animal s .  If you s uppre s s  the animal. exc e s s ,ive ly ,  
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and D� unwi s e  me ans , you will upset a nece s s ary bal anc e  -- but 

no more c e rt ainly than that s ame balance i s  ups e t  by s uppr e ss ina 

the ye arning and the as p i r at ion t o  be s ome thing mo re than an� 
The re is an an imal. in us , but there is aJ.sc> a god. in e ach of 
us , and only rel igi on c an  r e c onc ile the t wo and br ing them to 

t e rms . The an imal in us mus t  s e rve the g oa .  the g od must d o­

me s t i c at e  and t ame the animal. - - not d e sp i s e  it , as �hX i s t ianity 

has d one . But the c onfl ic t  in the e ach ind iv idual l if e  is much 

bigg e r  than sexual ity versus d e c e ncy it is the c o l l e c t ive 

versus the individual ; the prac t ical v ersus , the spir itual . the 

worldly ve rsus the o the r-worldly . We c annot exc ape it . The 

c ol l e c t ive , prac t ic al ,  worldly ne eas are c ompell ing be c aus e 

we h ave t o  l ive ; the ind ividual , s pir itual . inner n;eis k�ep us 

always want inc s ome thin& more . It is the d iTine d i s s at is fac­

t ion , the ye arn ing and. as p ira.t i on .  which has never all owed man 

t o  re s t  c ontent the animal re at s  c ont e nt with what he has . 

If our needs , our imper at ive nec e s s i t i e s  d id not c onfl ict 

l ife would be s impl e - - we c ould r e as on it o ut l o" i c ally and 

would have no need for the rel ig i ous funct ion. But our im-

pe rat ive ne c e s s it i e s  as as c onfl i c t inc in a hundre d  ways as 

sexu al i ty and de cency , and l i fe i s  n o t  s impl e , ana it cann.t 

De l o& i c al ly reas oned out , l�e re f ore the rel ig ious func t i on 

the funct i on of man t s asp irat i on and l o ng ing and ins p irat i on 

and cre at ive ne ss is ind i s pensabl e . We mus t  have re l ig i on - -

o f  a s o rt . 

-Dr . li l eme nt s ,  you s t ill c l ing t o  the bel i e f  that the 

B ibl e is inspired , do you n o t ?  I me an that it is unique 

as -



ins pired as no othe r book has eve r been ins p ired? " 

"Ye s . 1 do . I d on ' t  cl ing t o  the be l ie f  that i t  mus t 

be int e rpre t e d  l i t e r ally . Much o f  it is symbol ic - - te aching 

by fable .and parabl e  -- but to me it is the ins p ired word. of 
God neve rthe l e s s . "  
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" And how d o you p i c t ure t o  yours e l f  th i s  proce s s  of in­

s p i r at i on by which the B ible was g iven to us ? Did God s t ana 

be fo�e it s wr it e rs and. d i c t at e as I d i c t at e  t o  my s t en o�rapher1·· \ . ... �:' 

"� o .  I don ' t think of i t  th at way . 1 think Go. put 

the ide as . even the words pe rhaps int o the minds of the men 

who wrot e . l -

" d. us t  as h e  now might sugge st a p oem t o  our fri end Maury , 

here ? '  Or a new s c i ent ific t ruth t o  our fr i e nd Ol iver in h is 

l aborat ory? " 

" I  wouldn t t grant that the poem or the s c i ent ific truth 

c ame from God - - as the B ible d ia .  That would be bD ing ing the 

B ible down t o  the mere ly human plain . " 

·Would it? Or would i t  be l i ft ing man and his creat ive 

e ffort s up t o  the l evel o f  G od1 You bel ieve in the f atherho od. 

of God - - that he l ove s us and c are s f or us and i s  concerned 

about us . G"ant ing�lthat s con\le pt i on of God. �- f or the s ake of 

the argument - - Is it c onc e ivable that S Uch a father , h avi� 

the ab i l i ty t o  ins p ire his children . t o  whi s per hel pful words 

and put be aut i ful and ins p i r ing and c ons truc t ive ide as into 

the i r  mind a , would g ive them th e Bibl e and then -- s il e nc e !  

�othing mo re? That i s  inc onc e iv abl e  t o  me . The God in whiCk 

• 



I c an  bel ieve would be qui t e  imp art ially fair t o  h i s  children 

and w ould spe ak to you and me as freely as he s poke to St . 

P aul - - provided always that we knew how t o  l i s t e n . 

Jus t  what God i s  is a mat t e r  of i nt e l l e c t ual. spe c ulat i on .  

Th e re are t on s  o f  books upon the subj e c t , and � won t t  g o  into 

i t . But ins p i r at i on i s  not only a fac t - - it is a mat t er of 

expe r i ence , r e l igi ous expe r ienc e . Anybody can have it who 

e arne s t ly w ishe s .  for i t  and goe s afte r  it - - and the suc cess 

of the que s t  for ins p irat i on is the me asure o f  the rel igious 

l i fe . �Od , to me , is the s ourc e o f  ins pirat i on , and inspirat i on 

i s  the part o f  us whi ch i s  c re at ive -- wh ich pushe s on , t owarQ 

that wh i ck i s  further from the animal and s at i s f i e s  man ' s  as­

p i r at i on s  and l ong ings -- as the poem s at is f ie s  the p o e t , as 

the new bit o f  knowl edge s at i s f i e s  the reas e arch man , as the 

int u i t iTe underst and ing of her ch ild and i t s  ne eds s at i s f i es 

the mo th e r .  

·When I s ay  that rel ig i on i s  ne c e s s ary .  I me an that the 

inspi re d  l i fe i s  n e c e s s ary , the creat ive l ife th at we are 

in c o ns t ant ne ed o f  that which c ons c i o us th o ught and r e as on 

c annot g ive us . The unins pire d -l i fe s t arve s the s oul o f  man ,  

and the s t arved s oul i s  an anarchist which r i s e s  in rebeDion 

and d e t roys the ment al b al anc e , wrecking the per s onal ity_ 

Ijl it d o e sn ' t mat t e r  in the l e as t  t o  me what my children 

bel ieve about G od , s o  l ong as theu exp e r ienc e God - - s o  lo� 

as they know how to l ive the ins p ired cre at ive l i fe , and t o  

l i s t e n  f o r  the whi s p e r ings o f  as pirat i on and t o  f i nd s at is­

fac t i on for the d iv ine l ong ings th at are in every human be ing 



and have l i ft e d humani ty by i t s  own s t r iv ing out of that whi ch 

was l e s s good t o  that which i s  be t t e r .  

"My ch i l dren are br o ueht up from the f ir s t  t o  experience 

God thro ugh prayer . "  

"Now I l ay  me' "  asked .Mrs . Ol iver 

"Not e xac t ly . The ir prayers may not �X�� th at l it tl e 
was 

c l as s i c  a�Jo e try , but the psych ol ogy u be t ter . And as s oon 

as the y � the ide a  o f  prayer as a s ourc e  of ins p irat i on they 

made the ir own . 

" Jus t  wh at d id they s ay  - - t o  s t art w i th - - when they 

we re l i t tl e ' "  

Dr . Markus l aughed .  " They praye d mo rn ing and eve ning . 

1n the morning they s aid : 

l)e ar G od who l ive s with in my he art 
Te ach me th i s  d ay  t o  pl ay my p art ; 
And whe n  it t s  hard t o  make a cho i c e  
H e l p  me t o  he ar the inne r vo ic e . 

" Th i s  g ave the f i r s t  pr inc ipl e s  o f  th e ins p irat i onal 

l i fe in und e r s t and able form. I t  pe r s onifie" for them the s ourc es  

o f  insp irat i on that l ive s i n  eve ry huamn he art - - regard l e ss of 

our int e l l e c t ual c oncept ions . Reg iously i t impl i e s  the truth .  

t he who l e  truth and nothing but the truth . God. . the s ourc e  

of dnexh aus t ible s t rength , and c ourage and pe ac e  and in s p iration 
us 

o f  eTe ry c onc e ivabl e s ort l ive s within � .  and c an  be c alled 

upon in eve ry sort o f  d i ff i culty or pr oblem - - i f  we do but 

l i s t en . " 

"Dr . Markus , If I should t e ach my ch ildren that 

.DIi:rs .  Ol iver was s t ill qui z z i c al. - - " l'he G o d  who s e  v o i c e  they 

would he ar woul d invar i ably be t e ll ing them t o  d o  j us t  as th� 
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liked - - and what could I say in the f ace of God., " 

"Simply tell them that they are certainly mistaken . 

That the vo ice o f  GOd is invariably of a different nature , and 

they have been listenin& t o  some naughty l ittle angel . " 

" �hat might d o .. (Hve us the evening prayer . -

ti The evening prayer was j ust to put them to bed with 

the thought of the inner stre ngth and. inspiration uppermost 

in their minds : 

Ve ar God who lives deep in my heart . 
And always helps me @l ayymy part. 
And makes things br ight when 1 am right, 
'!'hank you -- good n ight . 

" The point is that you couldn 't poss tbly m ake one of � 

chil dren doubt the reality of the God they h ave experiencea. 

or question the effacacy of prayer -- the kind of prayer they 

are accust omea. Th� have. o f  course. never prayed for material 

benefits -- onl y for strength , courage and inspirat ion , and 

the wealth of the inner life . · 

" But what about Christianity?" asked Vr . b l ements. "Do 
you te ach them that Christi anity is nothing but mythology? " 

" I  don 't like your - �bbt�ng but ' . I t e ach them that 
all 

all collective religions are myth ology, but that mythology is 

the dreaming and aspiring of inspired humanity -- the best part 

of us , expressed in symbol ic and beautiful forms that kwxaxa 

are full of meaning for us i f  we don ' t  make the mistake of 

interpreting them literal l y .  �ut � don ' t give them any other 

religious instruction until .J. know that the have experiencecl 

God within themselTes 6 0  vividl y that they will 
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fall into the e rror o f  the l it e ral int e rpre t at ion. 'they know 

that the d e s c ent int o hell i s  s ome thing psychol og i c al ly r e al , 

and they unders t and the psychol ogi c al  me aning of the l os t  s oul 

the t e rr ibl e angui sh o f  my pat i ent s who s e  s ouls are l o s t . They 

al s o  know s ome thing abo ut the d i s integrated l ife whi ch brings 

one t o  the s p i r itual l ong inc for reb irth . The symbol ism of the 

dy ini g o« i s  al s o  c l e ar t o  them, as well as the re l ig i ous or 

psychol og i c al  me aning of s ac r i f i c e . And 60 when they g o  to 

church the symbol i sm has for them a s ign i f i c ance far more real 
than i t  has for the o rthod ox Uhr i s t i an .  I ' ve t aught them that 

xXX mythol ogy , wh i ch we have stud i ed t ogethe r , c ompar ing the 
o ther gre at rel igions qui t e  impart i ally with the �hr i s t i an .  

i s  ful l o f  s ign i f i c anc e - - be ing the dre ams o f  mankind . Thi s  

i s  cl e ar t o  them s inc e they have b e e n  brol�ht up t o  und e r s t and 

the s igni f i c an c e  o f  the ir o wn dre ams . l ' ve t aught them that 

i n  the beg innin� the Chr i s t i an  re l ig ion was bas e d  upon the 

dre ams o f  uhr i s t  that no w i t  i s  the dre ams of vhr i s t i ans 

about the dre ams o f  uhr i s t  - - tiJ at we mus t  us e our own j udgment 
as to wh i ch of the s e  d r e ams are val uable ano_ whi ch are worthles s, 

as we d o  in the c o ns id e r inc our o wn  dre.ams . Eut mo s t  o f  all 

I ' ve t aught them that it i s  the ir priTi lege t o  dre am t he ir own 

dre ams , and that th ey should de pe nd upon the dre ams of others 

only whe n  o the r p e o pl e ' s :.-ar.e ams t al'e bet.ter� ; or mDre :'ibeaut it'ul 
ltharJ!!lthe irs o -

purpo s e  
W i th d e l iberat e  XllXlllttin Robert S t erl ing wi thdrew h is 

at t e nt i on from the r e l ig ious d i s cuss ion g o i ng on about him. 
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