


Office of the President 
Michigan State University 
May I, 1970 

UNIVERSITY'S RESPONSE TO DE}YrnDS REGARDING ROTC 

On Monday. April 27, the MSU Committee against ROTC presented the President 
of the university with three demands regarding the status of the ROTC program 
on campus. 

The university administration has considered these demands and makes this 
response; 

First, the relationship bet�t7een Nichigan State University and ROTC received a 
thorough investigation last year at the request of President Adams. Based on 
his request. the Educational Policies Committee and the University Curriculum 
Committee made six recommendations which would continue ROTC with certain 
modifications. 

The Academic Council then discussed the recommendations and approved their 
implementation. 

Second, the Associated Students of MSU conducted a survey last year to obtain 
the views of the students regarding ROTC's place on campus, and the results 
showed that a majority of students wanted it to remain. 

Based on these two actions of less than a year ago, it would appear that the 
present relationship between Michigan State University and ROTC is favored by 
a majority of the students and the faculty. The President has reviewed the 
materials and supports the decisions �t7hich were then made. 

It is recognized that there are minority views within the university community 
opposing the present relationship. It also is recognized that previously 
expressed views may change. If the Committee against ROTC has additional 
evidence that the situation has changed materially or that there are additional 
facts which should be considered� then there exist appropriate channels to 
present these views for a hearing and consideration. 

One channel is the Military Education Advisory Committee which has stated a 
willingness to hold two open meetings in mid-May (dates to be announced) at 
which time any group wishing to present arguments will be heard. 

Another channel is to request that the Academic Council reopen consideration 
of the ROTC situation, through the Council Steering Committee, or the Student 
Board of ASHSU. 

(In 
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Vand,,,ls moved across the r<::;U campus Ann nearby area again IV}ondqr night J 

leavinE a other trail of broken wi ndo"rs. 'fhose enr, 2.ged in the destruction 

were part of a larger group which ha.d occupied portion� of the Union buj Iding 

earlier in the eenvjne. 

Beginning at 1.:30 a.m. 'l'uesday, poJ ic e arrested 130 who remained illegally 

in the building after the 11 p.m. closing hour. ltepeated warnings were given 

prior to t he arrestfle J.hose arrested were taken to the Ingham County 

Ja:Ll and charged wi th trespassing and loitering. Many were not J�SU students. 

This continued and determined effort by some individuals to foment 

violence and di sorder on thi,3 campus is reprehensible. While the great 

majori t,y of students go about their business of securjng and eCDcation, 

these ir�esponsible few take to the ni,ght to maraud. 

1 t is an understa t.eru=m t to say th::t theY' have no legi timate cause which 

could in any way jlJstify their actions. 1s was the case wi th the illegal 

sit-in in Demonstrati on Hall on Frjday night, provcation seems the only aim. 

UniJke Friday's affaj r , whi.ch ostensibly concerned .ROTC, the Nonc.ay 

meetirlg in the TJnion which prec eded the destruction ann illegal occupation 

had been called by the 11 ACtion Group AgajnstRacisrr:. 11 E3rli 8r J'.1ond ay, the 

grcup had denanded that President Whar ton cancel classes on T1lesday. 

In refusing this perenptory dempnd, Preside nt Whflrton ca1J ed sllch a 

closure tokenism and said he had been working 1-,Tith BJack students and 

facl;tJ ty on a more pemanent and constructi ve res�c,onse to the needs of 

Blacks on ca1""pus. He noted t.hat the majori ty of Black students ha:J decli.ned 

to join the radical group which engaged in the illegal acts. 
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MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EAST LANSING · MICHIGAN 48823 

CUPTON It. WHARTON, lIt. • PRESIDENT 

May 19, 1970 

Vandals moved across the }ISU campus and nearby area again �onday nis;ht·, 
leaving another trail of broken \vindows. Those engaGed in the destrll'tion"�7ere 

p art of a larger gr oup which had occupied portiolls of the ULlion BuildinC;'earlier 
in the evening. Damage included 31 windows brob:m. in the o ':: f-campus' IBM- Buildi:l'=;, 
nine v7indows in the Admini.stration Buildinci, and several in other struct ures. 

Beginning at 
in the building 
to the arrests. 
with trespassing 

1: 30 a.m. Tuesday, p olice arrested 130 who reI"a:!.ned .illegall�· 
after 11 p.m. closing hour. Repeated \larnin,-�s' ,.,er(;. Jiven prior 

Those arrested were taken to t:'1C Inghaw County Jail and charged 
and loitering. &ot all were MSU students. 

This continued and determined effort by SOiJe i nd iv iduals to fOh1ent violence 
and disorder on the campus is reprehenslble. �,fnile the great maj ori ty or student s 

go about their business of securing an educat ion , these irresponsible fev take 
t o  the night to maraud. 

It is an understatemen t to say that they have no legitit:late cause \'llJich 
could in any way justify their actions. As was the case Hith the illegal sit-in 
in Demonstration Hall on Friday night, provoc ati on see;as the only aim, 

Unlike Fr iday's affa i r , which os tenSibly concerned ROTC, the Monday m eeti ng 

in the Union \"hieh preceded the destruction and illegal occupation had been ca lled 
by the "Action Group Agains t Racism, II Ea r lier Monday, the group had demanded 
that President I<marton c lose the university on Tuesday. 

In re fusing this p erempt o r.· y demand, President Hharton called such a closure 
tokenism and said he had bee n working \vith iHack students and faculty on a more 
pe rma. nent and construe.tive response to the needs of Blacks on campus. lie ·{toted 
that the maj orit y of Black students �lad declined to j oin the rad ical group ,"hieh 

engaged in the illegal acts . 

"The university community cannot tolerate such want on v iolence and. di�regard 
of the law," Dr. Wharton said, "It is the students who have no' part in eW.GC 
ac t ivities who, in the long run , \IT:Lll suffer the most. It is est imatell U13i: 
since May 1 when the lawbreakers began their activities, damag e on campu.,; has 
amounted to more than $1.50 per student. Every dollar that mu st be spent to 
repair deliberate damage is, in effect, a dollar out of the students' p ockets. 
Every dollar so spent. is a dollar that is not available for student aid or services. 

"Dur ing these weeks, the university adm inistration has conducte d  itself with 
t .. 70 major obje ctives in mind: To pro tect life and to keep this insU tution 
operating for those who are here fOT educational Purl)oses. It has sought to use 
restraint at al l times ,  but the lavlless 'fe\-l have pe rsi.stently soug ht to provoke 
the authorit ies into taking firm ac tion. 

"The university sincerely regrets that such action vlaS required. i,10Hever, 
in t he face of these del!berate provo catio n s , it had no ch oica but to act to 
p r otect the right of st udent s and facul ty to peac efully pursue their educ ationa l 
act ivit ies . " 

Clifton R. �.Jharton. JL 
President 

o 



Statement by President Wharton and the Administrative Officers of 

Michigan State Universityo 

10 'l'he support of the Faculty Steering Committee, the Executive 

Council of the MSU Chapter of the American Association of University 

Professlbrs, the MSU Association of black i<"aculty, and other faculty 

and student groups for the proposal to conduct educational activities 

to demonstrate concern for American invol vement in Southeast i'sia and 

the tragic events at Kent state University is deeply appreciated 0 

20 All regular University classes are therefore suspended on Friday 

May 8 to provide an opportunity for the teach-ino .l!'urther details 

will be announced by the Provost. 

30 1'he postponed meeting 0 the Academic ""ouncil to consider final 

action on the McKee Report has been rescheduled �or May 120 

4. A special meetj,ng of the Academic Council will be cal led during 

the week of May 25 at which time the sale topic of discus sion w ill be 

ROTC 0 r rior to the meeting, it is hoped that the faculty a nd 

students will conduct appropriate referrenda to ascertain the views of their 

constituencies for presentation at this meeting. 

Th) University fully supports all activities which are offered 

in a constructive and positive atmosphere of rational debateo 
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Whereas the United States government has chosen to pursue a policy 

of ruthless aggression on the people of Indochina, American 

college campuses, black colonies and reservations, 

Be it resolved that 

(1) MSU shut down formal classes and release all staff 

(with continued compensation) until such time as 

all American troops are withdrawn from Cambodia. 

(2) HSU terminate all academic recognition from the ROTC 

program 

HSU withdraH University funds and facilities from the 

ROTC program 

(3) Under no circumstances shall any person with loaded 

f3 recu'ms r.c a 11 nwpn on campus. 
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_In case you have,Jinquiries ccmcerniilg President Wllarton's Bcheduled 
visi t to Washing*'Wedne s day , you may us the, following, information. /I 

President Clifton Ro Wharton has postponed his planned trip to 

Washington Do C o  tOdaY(WedneSda'��o meet
'

w ith the C ongressional 

delegationAUPon many'requests from students and faculty memberso 
� , 

These members of the university community urged him to delay his 

trip until petitions have b een cir culated throughout the campus 

indicating concern over U.So policies in Indochina 0 

l're�ident WWharton agr eed w ith their .requests that he wait to 

meet with Michigan C ongressmen and �enators until after there is 

a clear expression of opinion through the simple petition process, 

so he may not only express his own views but those of the 

Mic�gan State Universit,y Communityo 
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MSU President Clifton R. Wharton , Jr. , said police �ade ever,y effort to 

avoid responding with force in dioporDing about 75 to 100 persons who had 

abandoned an illegal sit-in in Domonntrntion Hall. 
- ____ . __ ._ � "_0-_- _ __. ___ . ____ _ 

"Those engage d in the sit-in loft on police orders shortly after 8 p.m. 

without force being used," he saido "This was approximately two hours after 
· _ ..... . - _. - .. -� - . -

the official c losing time for the building o -------_ . . .
. . 

_--------

--- -- --II6n�e -- olit-side,- however ,  they regrouped and be'gan - tliroWing -rocks through -- ---- -

"'---W1ndaws of-the hall;;-�ven then, - police wi thdrew-1n- side'-'the �bUi.lding -to-allow -. . 

- -concerned --student�and - faculty members toattenipt·- to- -persuade tha---demonstrators ------- -

. 

· ----to -arsPerse"C"peacefully;-OnJy-when the rook -thrOWing-�esumed-were-the-police 
· 

. - .--. -
- .. - required ·to use 'tear gas to brl:lak up tho crow-do-' -._-- -.. - -.. - -.. - .-.-. - - - . . . . - -- -�--

.- --- -. ------ --. "It -was -evident from police reportothat - a-- nwnber of ·"those· invol ved------ ----- -· 

.-. -- were not MSU students. Some wero identifie d as having COm3 � to East '-' 

--.- -'-'- Lansing-trom-'other'- communi tie s in tho ' eta te • - . . - -.-- -- - _. .. - -_ .. - .. _ ----_ . 

-- ·---··----"This- was - Q·-senseless·incidento The question of ROTC on the MSU campus 

- - -·----is - alre ady being addressed in a oonstructive manner 0 This very day, the MSU 

. - .. -. --student government conducted a campus-wide referendum to . ascertain the -views _ . . _ _ _ _ 

-- -----·-- of the university coramunityo The results will be known early next weeko. In 

- .-,-.�---addi tion �---the. Academic Council has scheduled_ a _ apecial meeting for._May_26_to. _ __ _ 

__ __ . __ consider _alLissues involving ROTC o 

. __ . __ . ____ !' In .view _ of . these product�YELdeve.loplTlents , .there was. DD.znW:�l�lu�.1>.so�uteJ.y: ______ _ 

--- - .. _-----_. ---_._--_._----- --. _. ---._--

._-- -� .. --- --.. _----_._._-- . . . -_ . .. _--_.- .. . _ .. _- .. _ ----_. �--

-----_._-_. _�_� ___ ,4 __ _ 

------------------ -_ . .  _- .... _. 

-

--- . . .  _. ---.-.. ._--- ----
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1. The Co�mittee voted �edneAdey, May 6, to su�port the student strike 
by postponing classe:K beginning Thursday , I'lay 7, until further not­
ice. 

2. >le believe that under conditions nOllT -preva11ing on the CR-1Jl-PUS, an 
8.SsuJr.l1)tion that classes can be conducted normA llj' is f als e . !ve 
therefore urge each depart�ent and other administrative units of the 
University to adopt a policy th8_t will p rotect its stur1ents and llBiD­
bers of i ts f aculty if they decide as a matter of consc1ence, not to 
teach their classes or not to attend them during the sfri ke. 

J. I,�e propose th8.t for stud ents who strike , or T;Tho cannot attend classes 
because their professors are not meetin� their classes some provision 
be made whiph will enable them to A void losing credit and an appro� 
priate ,':sI'ade for theil' courSBS. (For example, an incomplete could 
gl ven to a student �tVho is on s tril;;:e on his mm i:'1i tiat1 ve. The 
instI'uctor who is not teaching his cl ass 1s responsible for 
making arrang ements for independent study for any student l'1ho 
desires to attend class. ) 

4-. The co'umittee unequivocally condemns the Indochina Tirar. It is 
clear that the present action of a lArge numver of students at 

.iYlSU has been dlrectly llrovo}md by Presi dent l':rixon' s expansion of 
the war and his gratuitous defamation of concerned students. 

S. rhe :.nurder and T.mundin� of stud .ents at Kent ,S t8.te University h8,s 
outraged most thoughtful memoers of eV'ery !'-lcademic cornmuni ty in 
the world. 1e are proud of the action of those students at MSU 
�'lho have registered their outraa-e. Under no circumstance s should 8ny 
�erson with loaded firearms be 9l10wed on the Michigan State 
University cam!)us. 

6. We support the pr opos ition that academic recognition of the ROrC 
1'>1'o[,;ra:11 is inconsistent- T�Ti th the aims of a un l versi tv and that 
it is inap'Rronrl0.te for .the University to provide financial 
sUT>port and uni versi ty--supported . faci1i ties for thet progI"::nn. 

7. 11e feel thqt the trial of Bobby seale cannot be divorced from tho 
other issues in the strike. lhe prose6ution of- Nr. Seale i� an ex�mple 

of - a broad pattern of 1'e1're88io)1 of dissen t qt ho!ne �'1hich .tIes TrTidcned 
as the T...rar abroad has escalated. 

Jim -Trosleo 
�Ast. Pro f . of �urn.Dev .. 

C • .E'. L.3.ITOI'TC) 
Professor of Economics, 
Chair'lsn 

rhe Steering Com"Llittee 
Pat Doyle 

Professor of Ilatherv.<'ttics 
3i11 Lov-is 

Graduate student, 
anthropology 

John I'fiq sters on 
Assoc.Prof. of I'lath. 

---- -- -- ---



The Provost, John E. Cantlon, and The Executive Vice President, 

Jack Breslin, today issued the following statement: 

Although classes are suspended on Friday, May 8, it is considered a 

regular work day at the University. Faculty are encouraged to attend those 

Teach-In sessions of interest. Staff may attend any teach-in activity but such 

1'rv\.A ..... a.t" 
time �fte�ld be arranged with their supervisors and will be counted against 

personal leave. 

May 7, 1970 



STATENENT OF OFF1CE OF TI-lE PROVI)ST 

Th II r s day, Ma y 7, J p. m • 

1. At" a ml:eting last night the President and other administrative 

officers made a decision to encourage wider University participation 

in an educatiDnal approa.::h toward resolving the issues contributing 

tll tens L()n un campus. 

2. For this purpuse re g u lar classes·will be suspended un Friday. 

J. Students and faculty are invited to participate In a series of 

workshop sessi(lllS d(Oaling with some of the issue.s '-'lIltributing to 

cont in u i ng campus t_ens ion. Among these are: 

a. Status.of ROrC 

b. Uldversitv !)pl'rations and structures perceived :!s racist 

c. Relationships with campus fH:hlic safety sLaff 

d. Avenues for articulating pt-tsollal views on Indochina 

e. Mechanisms for eifective protest 

4. Locatiuns Df sessiDIlS will be ma de availabl� Friday morning. 

5. C las se s are suspended for Friday '1l11y. 



STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT WHARTON 

Nay 7, 1970 

The students and faculty at Nichigan State University have , through their 

words and actions, expressed grave' concern over the newest change in U. S. policy 

!n S outheas t Asia and over the tragi c deaths at Kent State University. I share 

the sense of dismay and frustration over these events. 

Hhile a university is only a single institution with limited r esources and 

"/. influence over na tional po licy , the issues are of such grave contention that 

they cannot be ignored . 

The recent events at Michigan State and on many other campuses across 

the nation have led to an outpouring of mail both supportive and agains t these ever 

the stands of the university adm inistrators and the actions of the students. 

Tensions and emotions run high in these troubled times. But if we are to 

survive as a university and, even more importantly, as a society, we must confront 

constructively the i ssues which divid e  us through reasoned discourse. 

This is the very essence of educa t ion . 

It was in the spirit of this obj e c tive that tl,e ?-lSU administrative off jeers 

and I agreed to suspend classes on Frid ay , I'{ay 8, for the l>uri"Jse of an <111-

university teach- in. In a series of meetings today ,vitb a broadly representative 

group of students, it was de c ided that the teach-in not be limited to the issue 

of the broadening of the Asian war. Rather, advantdge should be taken of this 

opportunity to address additional specific liuestions and issues which are of prilJ:e 

concern to the students . Therefore, in additi.on to t.he Indochina Har, the stuuC'Tlt, 

sugg<:,sted such topics as campus police relation,;hips, fWTC, racism, tools uf effect 

pro tes t and external pressures ,,,hich bear on uni versi ty decision-making. 

1 believe this is a productive expansion of the teach-in concept. I 

personally will a tt end as many of these actlvit:ies as I can on Friday, and 1 

strongly urge univ ersity officers and members of the ,\cademic Council tn join 

in these discussions . Faculty also will be ava:i.lable as resource persons. 



MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
Department of Anthropology May 6, 1970 

The Faculty of the Department of Anthropology met at 1 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 6, to clarify the stand of a majority of the Department's 
faculty and graduate and undergraduate student representatives to the 
faculty in support of the non-violent student strike at Michigan State 
University. (The initial statement of support contained in the State 
News of May 6 reflected the urgency with which a majority of the Anthro­
pology faculty and students deemed it necessary to formulate a position 
in the absence of a clear-cut response on the part of the University 
Administration and community at large to recent national and international 
development�. A majority of the Department's faculty judged that it was 
necessary for them to take some interim action appropriate to the situation 
that has developed on.this and other major universities until the Academic 
Council meets and provides direction for the entire univerity. It is 
perfectly clear that the present action of a large number of undergraduate 
and graduate students at M.S.U. has been directly provoked by President 
Ni�I� cxpaD£ioA of the Indocb.ina war and his gratuitous defamation of 
concerned students. The murder and wounding of students at Kent State 
University has outraged most thoughtful members of every academic community 
in the world; we are proud of the action of those studettts at M.S.U. who" 
have registered their outrage. 

Members of the faculty of the Department of Anthropology unequiv­
ocally condemn the Indochina war and support the opinioa of the Chairma� 
of the Senate Foreign Relations CoDlllli.ttee that President Nixon' 8 action in. 
ordering the invasion of Cambodia is unconstitutional. As anthroPQlogJ.s;ts .. 
many of whom have worked ove�seas, we support President Wharton's judgment� 
"Based upon my experience in ASia, I am firmly convinced that the new 
expansion of the war is a serious error and misc.al.culati.on." 

The tragedy that took place at Kent State Un1�rsity appears to 
havQ haaA ..a.l"as,W.,t. of the senseless use of firearms. Therefore, mos t )Del1Ibers 
of the faculty 8UAPQX� the proposal that under no cixcumstances shal1 any 
person with a loaded. f:S.x�rm be allowed on campus. �loreover, al1laj or! ty of 
the faculty also supports the �ition that academic recognition of the 
R.O.T.C. program is incODaisten� with the aims of a university and that it 
is inappropriate fo� the University to provide financial support and uni­
versity-supported facilites for that program. 

The faculty recognizes that it cannot regulate the pro�essioftal 
conduct of each of its members, either during the strike or at other times. 
It has no desire to do so or to coerce either faculty or students, including 
students who choose to attend class despite the strike. Nor does the faculty 
intend that any student receive less instruction than he might ordinarily 
get during the present term, despite the strike. Under the conditions now 
prevailing, however, any assumption that classes can be conducted "normally" 
is obviously misleading. Most members of the faculty will not hold students 
responsible for material dealt with in classes this week. The fac�lty will 
reconsider this situation whenever it is appropriate and, at present, expects 
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that it will continue through Friday, May 9. Some faculty members have 
postponed certain classes today and may do so during the remainder of 
this week. Others have met with members of their classes who attended 
and will continue to do so for the remainder of this week. Apart from 
the needless killings of students at Kent State University, however, the 
war in Indochina dominates most of our attention at present. As members 
of the American Anthropological Association, the faculty subscribes to 
the As.odation' s Code of Ethics: "The human condition, past and present, 
is the concern of anthropologists throughout the world. The study of 
mankind in varying social, cultural, and ecological situations is 
essential to our understanding of human nature, of culture, and of society." 

Most Michigan State University anthropologists support the 
resolution, passed at the 1968 Annual Meeting of the American Anthropo­
logical Association, regarding cultural and social changes and the use of 
force: 

Whereas two recent international anthropological congresses 
received reports from members that societies they are studying 
in many parts of the world are now subject to increased attacks 
on their integrity and well being stemming from more powerful 
groups, 

And whereas these reports led the 38th International Congress 
of Americanists, meeting in Munich on August 17, 1968, and the 
permanent council of the International Union of Anthropological 
and Ethnological Sciences meetings in Tokyo on September 7th, 
1968, to pass resolutions condemning the use of force and other 
forms of questionable pressure as instruments of �u1tura1, 
social. and economic change, 

Therefore, be it resolved that the American Anthropological 
Association supports these condemnations and that the Amexican 
Anthropological Association joins these and athe� bodies in 
urging governments, anthropologists and others to re-examine 
current policies in order to fulfill their obligation to provide 
ethically j�st and scien�ifica1ly enlightened programs which 
recognize the rights of the communities concerned to make their 
own free and informed choices in matters of cultural and social 

changes. 

-... 
-. ------.-

�W.�� 
Ralph W. Nicholas _ d I �,..� 
Chairman, Advisory Committee 
Department of Anthropology 



TO W�I�','1 I T MAY CONCEP\N 

FROM: The Plenary Group, African Studies Center 

�tay 7, 1970 

SUBJECT: Position of the African Studies Center on the current strike at MSU 

Present: Gray. Watkins, Hanson, Petrides, Kangethe, Edison, Wilson, Reed, 
Kinyatti, Lotson, Knoke. Richardson, CoJ 1 ins, Bennett, Low 

Action minutes of the Plenary Group meeting of this da�: 

1. Kangethe moved, and Reed seconded, that all business in the African Studies 
Center be suspended for the duration of the current strike at MSU, and that 
the same action be recommended to the Asian and Latin American Studies 
Centers. The motion carried, 11-1. 

2. Reed moved, and Hanson seconded, that the Plenary Group recommended that 
the Interdisciplinary Course (391) on southern Africa be cancelled for the 
duration of the strike, and that the final decision on this matter be left 
to the discretion of the three instructors concerned. The motion carried, 
11-1, with one abstention. 

3. The Plenary Group directed the chairman to include in the action minutes of 
its meeting, and to make known to the community at large, the following 
statement: 

WHEREAS the African Studies Center at MSU wishes to demonstrate its 

solidarity with the campus strike throughout the United States, and in 

particular with the goals and policies adopt8d by the movement here at 

/IISU, 

RESOLVED that we, the members of the Plenary Body of the African 

Studies Center, hereby declare that all normal and ordinary business of the 

Center cease forthwith and that the Center office be closed to all business. 

This cessation of business is to remain in effect for the duration of the 

strike. 



BLACl�_ FACULTY AND SToom-IT TFACH-n� 

FRIDAY, ' fAY 8th - l() : OO A . � r .  

POOH Ion VF.T CLIHIC 

S T A T  E T !  E n T B Y B L A C  K F A C U L T Y 

TH!': ASSOCIATII)'1 OF BLACK FACULTY AT I' ll CH IGAtl STATE UPIVERSITY ADVOCATES 

CONSTRUCTIVE RESPONS ES TO RECENT DEVELOPl'ENT� -AT OUr. tnlIVE"SITY REGARDING KEtIT STATE 

AND SOUTHEAST AS IA . VE NOTE T!m I' 'PLICATI01�S OF THES E EVEtlTS FOR BLACK PEOPLE ON 

THIS CA!''PUS AND 1:1 TIm LARGE�. SOCIETY . 

HE ENDORSE PRES IDENT HHAPTON ' S  CALL PO!t A TEACH- I:!  O�l THE ISSUES RAISED BY 'r.ESE 

DEVELOPl 1'ENTS . THE FOLLOHING I S SUES .lULL BE. DISCUSS ED  AND A POSITION PAPER WILL B E  

DEVELOPED : 

(1) T!m ISSUE OF JUSTICE IH OUR snCIETY FOr, �LACT(S ; 

(2)  ALL mpl !S O F  ;'�LITARY , ECONO� '1C . Mrn POLITICAL EXPLOITATION O F  BLACKS ; 

(3) SUl'.VIVAL AIm CO� "f1TMEUT OF BLACIC.S IP Tl�E ACADENIC Co! � 'Ul1ITY . 

�\TE EHCOURAt?: ALL BLACT(S AT EVERY LEVF.L OF THE U'.�IVEP.S ITY CO� � 'IDTITY TO PARTICIPATE . 



Po int o f  / i ew 

W ha t  a bout t he s t r i ke , " s t r i k e  now , s hu t  i t  down " . 

S hu t  i t  down , s hu t  down t he �ni ve r s i ty unt i l  t �ey a c c e d e  t o  

c er ta i n  dema':ld s .  ?orc e t �le Uni ve r s i  t y  into t�le p o l  i t i ca l  

a rena . F o r c e  t he Uni ver s i t y t o  a dopt c e r t a i n  i s sue s a s  
-, , .  

o f f i c i a l  Univer s i ty s tand s . I s  t hi s  wha t  we rea l l y want . A 

U n i ve r s i t j  i s  a p la c e  o f  l ea rning , r e s ear c h ,  and di s cu s s i on 

o f  i dea s .  ki1 i c il vi ew s out o f  L-le myri a d  o f  vi ewpo int s 

a va i lab l e on any campu s i s  t he Un i ver s i t y  goi03 t o  t a ke . I f  

LvISU i s  f o r c e d  t o  s t and f o r  f r eei n g Bobby S ea l e can " t  t ;-.e Uni v .  

o f  Mi s s . be f o r c e d  into s t and inj f o r  ni s imme d i a t e  exe c u t i on .  

I� t he Uni ve r s i t y  move s into t ae po l i ti c a l a rena , who p la y s  

':;od . �.Jho dec i de s  whi c h f a c t i o n "  s vi ew s  b e come " o f  f i c i a l " .  

Thi s i s  a dangerous pr e c e d en t . I t " s  ha Doencd b e fore [ , ' 

i n  :; e rmany and C z e c hs l ovak i a . And when i t l i s  �la ppene d , t he 

Uni ve r s i t y  b e come s a a rena o f  c ompe t i ng :;roup s ea ch s ee ki ng t o  

\' , t . t
"

d 1 ' · k 
- ' 

s nu 1- own so t ne l. r  Vl ew s  a re t a  en a s  t l'",e t rut n .  The real 

qu e s t ion is vlf1e ther we want an op e n ,  f re e  f o rum or w :'le t�ler we 

a re w i l l i ng t o  for c e  t he Uni ver s i t y  into t he po li t i ca l a r ena . 

I f  so , who s e  a r ena , a nd wha t a r e  t�e c on s e qu enc e s  o f  t ha t  a c t i on . 

P l ea s e  cons i de r  t �i s  i s su e  ca r e f ul l y .  

T.hank you . 

S t udent s f o r  Ra t mona l Ac t i on 
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j :� -�!?J A Report from the President 

May 1 1 ,  1 970 

TIME FOR CLARITY 

The past 1 0  days have been unsettling and, in many ways, traumatic on the Michigan State University 

campus. The period has been one of mass meetings, rhetoric, rumors, and confusion, punctuated by 

one serious incident of property damage. Over all, however, the great majority of students have 

conducted themselves with good judgment and a sincere effort to cope intelligently with issues which 

far transcend the normal educational activities and responsibilities of this university. 

Throughout, as is typical during times of emotionalism and confusion, the garbled word about what is 

happening is more easily come by than facts and reason. Rumors, innocent or insidious, gallop across 

the campus. Anyone with access to a mimeograph puts out a leaflet. During this time, the University 

administration has sought, in every way possible, to keep the campus community informed of its 

position. We have given statements to the State News, distributed them through the residence halls, 

addressed some mass meetings and on one occasion, used closed-circuit television.  

Yet, many questions regarding the issues and their possible import for the University appear to be 
unanswered in the minds of both students and faculty. This special information bulletin is intended to 

state the administration's position on these matters as clearly as possible . 

THE CALL FOR A "STRIKE" 

The University recognizes the sincere concern, deeply felt among many faculty and students at 

Michigan State, over the issues which have arisen. It is evident that there is a wide range of opinions 

both over the issues themselves and the propriety of a "strike." As a public institution, however, the 

University cannot subscribe to a single viewpoint on issues and policies outside its jurisdictional 

sphere. 

Therefore, the University cannot endorse a political "strike" which would close its classrooms. Nearly 

40,000 students have come voluntarily to this campus to receive a formal education. More than 3 ,000 
faculty members are employed at MSU to provide this instruction. That is the function of this State 

institution. That is what is expected of it by the Legislature and the taxpayers of Michigan who 

finance the greater part of the University 's operating costs. That is what is expected by the students 

who pay tuition. 

We recognize that there is divided opmlOn on the campus regarding this issue. Nevertheless, the 

University's responsibility to the State of Michigan to provide educational opportunities is very clear 

and cannot be abdicated. Students who are here for that purpose cannot morally be denied their right 

to attend classes because some of their fellow students may feel that a closed university somehow will 

hasten an end to the war in Indochina. Similarly, faculty members with appointments to teach at MSU 

have their responsibility r clearly defined by the Code of Teaching Responsibility adopted by the 

Academic Council and the Academic Senate in 1 969.  

There are many students and faculty members who wish to attend class. The University has an 

obligation to do everything it can to provide educational services. 



CONSEQUENCES OF A CLOSED UNIVERSITY 

Those who would advocate that the University be closed must consider the consequences of such an 

action. The effects would go far beyond what is viewed as a symbolic protest against the war. For 

example : 

1 .  The school year necessarily would have to be extended beyond June 1 4  to make up for those 

class days lost to "strike" action. 

2 .  Closure would mean an end to all normal services, with the result that students would have to 

be sent home. 

3 .  The ability of the University to continue to pay wages and salaries during such a period is 

questionable, at best. 

4. Veterans benefits received by students probably would be halted by the Federal government. 

5 .  Financial assistance, such as work-study, fellowships and research grants, would be placed in 

serious jeopardy . 

6 .  The State Legislature currently is considering the University's 1 970-7 1 budget, and a forced 

closure could not help but adversely influence those vital decisions. 

These are not sanctions;  these are consequences. They are not matters left to the University's 

discretion. 

Therefore, it should be clearly understood that the effect of any course of action which forces closure 
of the University is to make the university community the target and the victim, not the policy makers 

in Washington. 

CONSEQUENCES OF A PARTIAL "STRIKE" 

Everyone is responsible for his own actions and the consequences of those actions. Students, graduate 

assistants and faculty are bound by established codes of conduct. Individuals boycotting classes must 

arrange with their various instructors for handling course grades. The Code of Teaching Responsibility, 

adopted by the Academic Council and approved by the Academic Senate, requires instructors to meet 

their classes. This pertains both to faculty and teaching assistants. Instructors who do not discharge 

their responsibilities can scarcely be recommended for continuation of pay during their absence from 

duty. The same principle applies to non-teaching duties. The University cannot abrogate codes of 

conduct or individual responsibility by granting a general exemption from the established rules. 

It also follows that those who boycott or strike have no right to coerce or intimidate the many who 

wish to conduct their activities on campus in a normal manner. 

PROTECTING THE COMMUNITY 

There has been every evidence that the great majority of MSU students abhor violent confrontations 

and destruction .  This appears to be true of the "strike" leaders as well as of those who may feel just as 

deeply about the issues but who wish to continue their education. Yet, the night of May 1 showed 

that violence, even though instigated by a few, can break out. 

The campus police responded responsibly and with restraint . Outside assistance from local law 

enforcement agencies was called in only after the campus force found that the random destruction had 

spread beyond its means of control. Such assistance has not been deployed on the campus since . 



None of us wants our campus to become an armed camp . The tragedy of Kent State must never occur 

again. Human life is too dear, and the protection of it will always be our first objective. But to suggest 

that the only way to prevent another Kent State is to remove the means by which the campus police 

can protect the university community is illusory . The campus is public property. The University has 

no authority to exclude city, county and State law enforcement agencies when they are in 

performance of their duties. Disarming the campus police could thus very well have the effect of 

increasing outside police activity on the campus. 

Relationships between the campus police and the rest of the university community are good, but they 

can be improved. One of the items on the agenda of the next Academic Council meeting is a proposal 

to create a Faculty-Student Standing Committee on Public Safety, which could advise on these 

matters. 

The responsibility for preventing threats to life and property is not one-sided. Everyone on this 

campus shares the duty of assuring an atmosphere where dissent can be articulated in the same rational 

terms as the formal educational process. 

ROTC 

On April 27,  the MSU Committee Against ROTC presented a set of demands to abolish ROTC from 

the campus. 

On May 1 ,  the administration responded to the demands by suggesting that the Steering Committee of 

the Faculty, which sets the agenda for the Academic Council, was the proper channel if there was a 

genuine desire to have ROTC's status on campus reconsidered.  (The Academic Council had considered 

the issue at length only a year ago , making several recommendations which were implemented.) 

On May 6 a student representative to the Council asked the Steering Committee to bring ROTC again 

before the Council. The committee agreed and set a special Council meeting for May 26 to consider 

the topic. 

Meantime, ASMSU, COGS and the appropriate faculty bodies plan to poll students and faculty on 

their views regarding ROTC. The University reiterates its support of the survey and underscores its 

importance in reflecting the current views of students and faculty. The results of the survey will be 

carefully weighed by the Council in its deliberations. Recommendations by the Council for substantive 

changes in the ROTC status will be brought before the Board of Trustees. 

BLACK ENROLLMENT 

The University has attempted to develop an intelligent and realistic program of steadily increased 

Black enrollment, rather th!'ln set arbitrary quotas or ceilings. 

The percentage of Black students enrolled in the Freshman Class has increased as follows: 1 967 - 2%; 
1 968 - 5%; 1 969 - 6% and in the Fall of 1 970 we expect to reach 8%. The University has sought to 

achieve annual increases within its capability to insure that those admitted remain and receive the full 

benefits of their educational opportunities. To enroll unrealistic numbers, merely to achieve high 

percentages, would be unfair to the students so admitted if the educational services available are 

deficient. Rather than make a hasty response preventing the University from marshaling its full 
resources, the University has sought to coordinate the accelerating rate of annual increases in 

enrollment within our ability to provide any special services and academic changes required. 



The University's overall policies regarding the admission of minority students is already on the agenda 

of the President's Commission on Admission and Student Body Composition. Any group or individual 

who wishes to present their views to the Commission are urged to do so. 

Closely related to the Commission are the recent discussions which the university administration has 

had with the Mexican-American organization MECHA and with the new Executive Board of the Black 

Liberation Front regarding their proposals for improvements in the University's handling of 
minority students in such areas as recruitment, admission, financial aids, tutorial, general support 

services, counseling and advising. These discussions began before the events of last week and will 

continue. 

POLITICAL TRIALS 

It is obvious to all that the University clearly has no power to control the trial of Bobby Seale or 

others, regardless of the feelings held by many individuals on the campus. We can only state that the 

University strongly supports the right of responsible dissent and the Constitutional right to a fair trial. 

Within the areas of its direct responsibility, the University has attempted to live by this principle of 

rational debate and due process. It will continue to do so . 

INDOCHINA WAR 

The expansion of the war in Southeast Asia obviously did much to accentuate the deep concern over 

the Vietnamese situation long felt on this and other campuses. The reaction of students, faculty and 

administrators was electrifying, and anyone who doubts that this message wasn't heard in Washington 

seriously underestimates the voice of the people. But the point to remember is that it is in Washington 

where the decisions are made, and not on the M SU campus. However, these decisions can be 

influenced constructively. 

Many persons have stated their individual views, both for and against the latest action. The suspension 

of regular classes on Friday for the conduct of a teach-in on this and other issues provided an 

intelligent and reasonable forum for debate. The teach-in was not meant to be a one-shot catharsis for 

the emotions; rather, it is hoped that coming out of those sessions will be further actions which will 

result in clear-cut position statements. 

Additionally, it is gratifying to note that many students are supporting the suggestion that petitions be 

prepared containing the views of the MSU community on this issue. The offer to take these petitions 

to the Michigan Congressional Delegation in Washington still stands. 
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S t atement by May 1 1 , 1972 
Pres ident C l i f ton R. Hhart on , Jr . 

It i s  with' great p ersonal sorrow and regret that I mus t  report the 

nec c e s s i ty to use police act ion on the campus o f  Michigan S t at e  Univers i ty 

th i s  afterno on . This was done with the mo s t  extreme reluc t an ce and only 

after there was no other alternat ive . 

The o c casion .waS a delib erate and app arently \vell-planned move to 

take over and total ly disrup t the university ' s  admini s tration buil ding . 

Th i s  ef fort went f ar b eyond anything that can be t ermed a "p eaceful 

demons trat ion . " 

The d emonstrators rip p ed doors o f f  their hinges , b roke onto the 

ro o f ,  forced their way into the cashier ' s  and regi s t rar ' s  o f fi c e s , sought 

t o  ent er rooms o c cup ied by a $1 million computer and intimidat ed many 

employee s . 

Desp i t e  thi s  ext reme provo cation and d amage , every a t t emp t was 

made t o  avoi d  t�e us e of p o l i c e .  I p e rsonally walked from floor to floor 

with a loud- s p eaker ,  t elling the demonstrators to l eave the building or el s e  

face arres t .  Everyone , including tho s e  on the roo f , had mo re than amp l e  

warning and oppo rtuni ty . 

To their credi t ,  mos t d i d  leave vo luntarily in response to my reque s t . 

Yet, as a lway s in such s i tuat i on s , there 'were tho s e  rela tively f e,v hard-core 

disrup t o r s  and agitators who '  demand phys ical confrontat ion . They r e fused 

to leave th e building until escorted by pol i c e . 

.... 
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At this point it wa$ obvious that no alternative remained but to 

summon p o l i ce . It should be made ab solutely clear that the S tate Police , 

who had come to the campus to lend as sistance , remained several hundred yards 

aT.vaY from the building until it was ab solu tely necessary for them to move in as 

a last resort . 

And i t  was a last resort . There was no way in which responsible 

administrato rs of this university could have permi t ted this group , some o f  
" , 

whom had alr�ady sho:vu that they were bent on physical destruct ion , to have 

contro l o f  the building . Police used .a minimum o f  force to clear the building 

and left the scene wi thin an hour after their arrival . There " were no arrests . 

I have noted that the e f fort app eared to b e  well-planned . This i s  

based o n  the obvious fact that literally within s e conds after the rally had 

"voted" at Beamnont Tower to " t ake over" the adminis tration building , memb ers 

of their group had entered the building , had phys ically blocked employee 

efforts to lock the door s ,  and in c ertain instances had keys to selected sens itive 

rooms . 

This s enseless episode was ano ther unfortunate disp lay o f  ho,v a �ilitant 

few seek to use'genuine concern over such maj or is sues as the Indochina war 

to wage their own war o f  confrontation and disrup tion . Typi cally , they 

included tho s e  who are- no t "  students ' at this univers ity . 

I ,  as president o f  this univers ity , have sought in every way over the 

past few days to be as responsive as is humanly po s s ible to the genuine ,issues 

raised by the anti-war group s of s t udents and facult y .  

... 
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Hithin l imits b eyond �vh ich I c anno t go and s t i l l  re tain my 

acc ountab i l i ty t o  our s tudents and the p eop le of Mich igan , I have taken 

e-y ery s t ep I can to me e t  the legitimate s ugges t ions which g ive exp r e s s ion 

to the s ent iments �vh ich mos t of our s tudent s  and fa cul ty obvious ly fee l .  

But th is is not enough - - o r  perhap s I shpuld s ay that anyth ing 

'voul d  no t b e  enough - - to s a t isy thos e few who s eek a imle s s  c onfrontation 

and purp o s e le s s  d is rup t ion as the ir p r ice . The events o f  the p a s t fe�v n ights 

on Grand River Avenu e , and this a fternoon on campus , g ive amp le evidence o f  

this . 

One can s ay only in the ir b ehalf that they were for the mo s t  p art 

non -violent . Ye t ,  any acts which needl e s s ly and phys i ca l ly depr ive o thers 

� the ir rights , cannot t ruthful ly be cal led "·peac eful . "  

Fortunate ly ,  the great maj or ity o f  our s tudents and facu lt.y have 

remained calm and have gone about the ir bus ines s  of educat ion during this 

t ry ing period . De s p ite wha t I know are intense fee l ings on the p a r t  of many 

regarding the �var , they have s e en the r id iculous nes s  o f  s eeking t o  u s e  

this ins titut ion as the s capegoat t o  expre s s  thos e fee l ings . 

I am sure they j o in me in denounc ing thes e  d is tres s ing event s  
""-

and wi l l  cont inue t o  he lp in ma intain ing the integr ity o f  Michigan State 

Univers ity as an educational ins t itut ion . 

... 



FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

The marfh is on for t oday and tomorrow , ac cording to stri ke he adquarters . 

Both will begin at noon at B eau mont 'l ower .  

The -V',edne sday ralJy i s  spons ored by SIAM( Studen t Libera tion A c t ion 

Movement ) .  
J.

he idea , says strike hMJdql1a rte rs j s to presnt 

demands to the u o ve rnor . .:lome 10 ,000 " b rothers and s i s ters " 

from capus e s  acro s s  t he state were expec ted for Wednesday. The 

weather h as lo wered the estimate . 

The Thursday l'arch i s  c o sp ons ored by the St\;oent }'jobj J i z at i on 

C onIDli ttee and th e Lan s I ng Area l-'eace G ounc i l .  'Ehat march will 

take in : 

--Th e Teleph one r ompany whe re a lis t of war tax res i s tors 
will te presented 

_ _  
lh e  Capitol bllildi ng to support .J ackie Vauf!hn ' s  bil l tr, at 
would enabl e  })icr ii gdTl men to refus e to fight in an undea:a.ared 
war . 

__ .I. he Federal .uuilding to pic ket a nd protest the was te of 
liv es and money in J T" dochj na 

Both rallie s wi ll b e  p rec eded by speeches . Speeches are al s o  planned 

at the C api tol . The Vi S l  tors arE-) i mrj ted to stay OVer for a rap 

s e s s i on tonigh t .  



----- - -- --

MS U  Preside nt Clifton R. Wharton, Jr. ,  said police made ever,y effort to 
--------- --- -- - -. - - - --

avoid responding with force in diflporoing ab out 75 to 100 persons who had 

abandoned an illegal sit-in in Domonutrntion Hall. 
--------------- - --

"Those engaged in the sit-in lott on police ordera shortly after 8 p. m.  

without force being used, " he saido II'fhis was approximately two hours after 
-- - -- . - . 

the official closing ti� for t he bul1dlng o 

"Once -o�tsida , -�owever , they regrouped and-began throwing rocks-thro�h 

windows of the halla �ven- then-;-- police w1thdrew- iii-side- -the -bllilainif tO allow 

--
--

poncerned-students-ip.d -faculty me mbers to attenipt to- �r8uade tne-demonstrators 
. . , " 

required to use tear gas to break up tho crowdo 

-- ----IIIt -was --evident from police reports that - a--number of those -- invol ved --' 

were not MSU students . Some wero identifie d as having come � to East --------------

---Lansing:-from- -other -co�unitie s in tho state . - -- - -

--------- '''This-was a -sensele ss incidento The question of ROTC on the MSU campus ------

---- is -already being addre ssed in a c onstructive mannero This very day, the MSU -- ------

-------student governrnent conducted a campus-wide referendum to ascertain the -views 

---------of -the university communityo The results will be known early next weeko_ In 

________ addition , __ the ..Academic Council has s cheduled a special _meeting _ for _ _  May' __ 26 to _ 

_ _  . __ _____ ___ consider_ alLissues involving _ ROTC o _ _ _ � __ _  _ -- - - ---

_ _ _______ _____ �' In __ view __ of _these productiYELdeve.lopments , there was �llbs�;tm_ab.solutely: _____ _  _ 

_______ �Q-,�:lCgl)1;� _f��_�� t.<:>.:._prQvo�_� __ �� __ QQl'l�I"9ye:rsy on this subje �t..:...o_" __ _  _ 

.-
---------.� - --- - - --------

---------..:...------------ - - --

----------�-----�------. ---

- - ------------------
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The fo l l owing s t a�ement was adopted tmanimously by the Mi chigan 
State Univers ity Bo ard of Trus tees in th e  fi rs t order o f  bus iness at 
a meeting Thurs day afternoon . 

l iOn b eh al f  of the enti re univers i tY J '  the Board o f  Trus tees 

e xp ress es its pro found shock and sorrow over the tragi c inj uries 

to several pers ons who were s truck by an automob i l e  today whi l e  

e xe rcis ing the i �  ri gh t t o  peaceful dis sent J and t o  the poli ceman 

who was attempting to prote ct that righ t .  

" I f  we h ave learned one lesson i n  th ese l as t  s everal weeks J 

i t  is th at we mus t al l J s tudents , facu l ty ,  adminis trato'rs and 

citi zens in th e  commtmi ty at l arge ,  act with res traint ,  and ab ove 

al l to attemp t to p revent vio l ence and personal injury . I I  
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.mi.LLER OF IS SO.ES OF � ,liTUAL CO;:JCL�_Li . -

CotICE:';';'� . Th:Si.:.h ilJ.ill A i:n.Ll�;� OF FACTS MODT ROTC �n:: FE�L bAVE �'IOT j?ELd 

ArlALYZc.J ; 

1 .  l/iSD CLtARS A SU:OSTA:�T IAL P��OFIl Th�:JUGh ::�OTC : 

NSU .c�rP:cm)ITULES iD ;:'.OTC 

General buci�et :i::xyenditures 
�antal f acilities 
Over�lead 

$35 . 00(; 
�47 9 iJG0 
$ ll , JCO 

IdCJ�m TO MSU FROi.l K0TC 

Credit fees for iWTC 
classes an� unif or"l 
deposits $2Q , OOO 

Jep t . of Defens e 
scholar ship s to HSD" 
)WTC s tudents $ lG4 , OOO 

'LtII:. A1Yl:i HAS �(l��{UESTLD COd:;?..ESS I01�AL APPI'.OP:��ATIONS TO EHA�LE IT TO PAY 
EVEH .. '.lOnE OF ThE COST . 

l .  

2 .  

3 .  
" ALL L .  

liSU 

The use of t:1e :C�OTC r i f le r ange w-hich makes the hP�\ l"Ullter Safety 
dass possible . 

T ile $74 , eGO appropriation }:ISU receives from the Lcz is lature tnrough 
the �,.lorr ill Act . \"Ji.li ch 'requires an ins t itut ion o f f er training in 
ilili tary Tact i c s . 
The $2IH , DOU in s alaries p aid by the Army to ,'ISH ltOTC ins tructors . 

ROTC mSTRUCTORS ARE PAID BY 'flit:: DEPT . OF DEFEI'JSE i'��IJ A11E APPjlOVED EY 
BEFORE TtlEY ARE APPOINTED . 

3 .  4n OF THE CREDITS REQUIi1ED IN nm ROTC PROGRAlI ARE TAUGHT bY CIVILI_MJ 
:r-ACULTY Il� REGULAR UNIVERSITY COURS't!;S LJ PLS ,  HST , �1GT , ECON . AND GEO 

KENT STATE : 

we . l ike you , vlere shocked at the Kent St ate "las sacre . It is tragically 
ironic that one of the s tudents killed. vJas an out s t anding ROTC cadet . He 
�1Ould point out . however , that there are no ROTC o f f icers in - the Liat ional 
Guard . 

CAl-WODIA : 
The cadet s of Army ROTC . like the rest of the nat ion are divided on the 
military and polit ical implications of the recen t  U S-S o Vietnamese milit ary 
operations in Camb od i a . As future Army o f f icer s . our personal int eres t  in 
Vietnam and a desire for peace is matched by f ew s tudent organizat ions . 

IF YOU rllWJ::: AiW QUE STIOi{S � ThERE Aim CAI)ET S C Ii.\.CULATIHG f,ilOHG YOU URO HOULiJ 
31:: HAPPy TO D ISCUSS THESE ISSUES U ITH YOU . 
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Pre s i dent C li f ton R .  Wharton , J r . , to day i s s ue d  the f o l loWing s ta tement : 

The recent t rag i c  even t s  in Georgia and Mi ss is s ippi have a ccelerated 

awarenes s within the Unive rs i ty community , among b o th B l acks and wh i t es , of the 

nature o f  the p ro t ra c t e d  s t ruggle of mino r i ti es in the Uni t e d  S t ates to b e  f ree 

o f  all fo rms o f  repres s ion and dis crimina t io n . Mi ch i g an S ta t e  Univers i ty i s  deeply 

aware of i t s  r e s pons ib i l i ties in this s t ruggle , and i t  has sough t  to be in the 

fore front of pub li c  ins t i t ut ions in developing g rea t e r  educ a t i onal opp or tuni t i es 

f o r  B l a ck s tudents and in b e ing res pons ive to their needs on c ampus . 

In a new examinat ion o f  the s i tuat ion in the wake o f  the Geo r g i a  and 

Mis s i s s ip p i  deaths , many indivi duals and groups on campus have p ropo sed var i o us 

courses o f  act ion t o  sh ow their concern . Obvio us ly , it is the Black community 

wh i ch feels thes e  event s  mos t deeply , and in our e f for ts to help see that s o mething 

cons truc t ive emerges from thes e t rag i c  c i rcums t ances , we look to that communi ty to.  

guide us . 

�e Black Lib erat i o n  Front Int ernat iona l  has p ro posed a general me e t in g  o f  

the MS U B lack communi ty Tues day a f ternoon and a cultural event that evenin g .  The 

Univers i ty adminis trat ion res p e c t s  the B LFI ' s  wi shes and o ffers i ts ful l a s s i s t ance 

in f a ci li tating the two meet ings . Unive rs i ty f l ags w i l l  cont inue to fly at hal f -

mas t thro ugh Tues day as a mark o f  i t s  res p e c t  for tho s e  who d i e d  at Jackson S t a te .  

The Univer s i ty a l s o  i s  very int$!rested i n  movi n g  forward i n  new , meanin g ful 

'- �� � ___ ;;::= v-
endeavo rs wh i ch would p o s i t ively affect the l ives of B l ack s t udents and f a cul ty on 

this campus . ( One crea t ive s ug ge s t ion developed from re cent delibera t i ons w i th the 

B lack community i s  the need for a mee ting p l a ce and cultural h e a dquart ers . for 

memb ers of the ' B l a ck campus community . �
,

( Those pers ons inc luded in recent dis cuss ions 

have included the Exe cut ive Board of the BLFI ( L amar Th omas , Geo r ge F lemming , B i l l  

Powers , and T ony Mar t in) ; Prof . I rving Vance , Chairman o f  the , B lack Faculty Causus ; 

Dr . Rob e r t  F .  Green , Dire ctor , Center for Urb an A f fairs ; Mr . N o len El lis on , CUA ; and 

Dr . Thomas Gunnings , Coun se l in g  Center . )  

• 
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I b e l i eve this is a very worthwh i l e  proposal on wh i ch act ion has been long ) overdue , and whi ch would b e  a permanent monument to the c aus es for wh i ch B l a cks have 

l ive d and died . 

� �n sequent lY ,  I am p ropos ing a maj or fund-raising drive among faculty , , 
s tuden t s  and alumni t o  f inance an o ff- campus B la c� Cul t ural Center . Such a 

center would serve as a hub for the B la ck community ' s s o c i al and s tuden t a ct ivi t ies . 

D i s cus s i on regarding the type o f  cent e r  des i red by the B l a ck s tudents and f a cul ty 

will be i n i t i a t e d  immedia t e ly . 

The f i r s t  maj o r  s te p  w il l b e  to s e c1,1re funds for the rent a l  o f  adequate 

s p a ce to initiate the cen t e r  as rapidly as po s sib le , pending the development of a 

more pe rmanent s t ruc ture . The MS U Deve lopment F und has b een asked to es tab l i s h  

a s ep a�a te ac count f o r  t h i s  purpos e  and w i l l  receive the funds co n t r ib ute d . A 

fund-rai s ing commi t tee w i l l  be e s t ab lished to g ive the c ampaign d i re c t ion . 

�am hop e ful that al l concerned pers ons in the are a , wh ether conne c t ed w i th 

the Unive rs i ty or not , w i l l  suppo rt this e f fo r t  s o  that the cen t e r  wi ll b e  a 

tan g ib le res pons e o f  the to t al c ommunity to a de t e rmined att ack a gains t minori ty 

oppre s s ion . 



: : . r ,, '::; BILL No . 4710 

Ap ri l 17 , 1970 , I ntDodu c ed by Rep . Vaughn and r e f erred to the C ommi t t e e  on 

M i l i t � ry and V e t e rans ' A ffnirs 

� b i l l  d c f i n i n �  t h e richts of a p e y son of the s t · t e indu c t e d o r  s e rving in the 

m i l i t TY f o rc e s  of t '  0� Uni t ::, (� St t e s ; :c.:.nd ; ,r 0 s c r i b illg c e rt '" i n  pO', ' e rs a,ld du t i e s . 

o f  t h e  Uni t e d  S t - t e s E.i�,all not b e  r c " ui r ,:� ( L  t ,·, s erv e ou t s i d e  the t e rritr.lrial 

l i m i b3 o f  the Uni t e d ,.) t,:, t e 5  i n  tLe c ' �, nr'.u c t o f  armed host i l i t i e s  not ;O;.n emerc;ency 

2 n,.::. not o th r, n! i s e  au t o r i z 8  in t ! J '" )0\.< r ,'3 L;ra.nt e cl t !) the p r e s i dent of the Uni t e d 

S t utes in c ec t i o n 2 o f  � rt l c l e  2 o f  the c o ns i tu t i o n  o f  . h e Uni t ed � t a t es , unl ess 

i onal d e c �  _ _  r a t i o n  o f  \';a1' 2 c c o r(,ing t o �r., e c Cl ns t i  tut i o n al ly est b_� i shed proc edure,s 

i n  s e c t i o n  8 o f  o r t i c l e 1 o f  �he c on s t i t u t i o n  o f  t�e Uni t ed S tat e s . 

S e c . 2 .  A p e r�)on o f  t ' - i s  E t " t e  E, erv i " b  in the :-l i l i tary fo r c e s  o f  t h e  Uni t e d  

;::; t 9 t es o r  s ervi r r� i n  an ar '3 i n  " 'hi ch ,": Y'L1ed ho sL,l i t i ,c s  a r e  b e i n e:  c onc.u c t e d  may . 

� i v e  no t i c e  th e r e o f  to th e a t t orney r rnera l .  The 3 t t o rn ey c eneral , upon rec eipt 

of th e n - t i c e , shall o n  b ehalf o f  t h e  pers on , and i n  the na8� of the a t  t e , take 

u n d e r  [; 8 C  �.:. i . n  1 .  

C ha i rman ]i ,qhalak C D) Poom 19 373-2575 
V i c e -Chc:ir; : :rm Fo vak C D) Ro om B 1 373-0106 
rJiaj II . !-l i::; O ' N e i ll C D) j{o om 12 373-0152 
::', . J .  D,�o v i s  ( ,) Room 110 373-08 ;::2 
.:. t rc,v c: n  :� t o 9 c zynsJ( i  CD) Room 

'14 :373-c'277 
Ph i l ip r: i t t r: n�; c r  ( n)  Room 220 -B 373-1770 
;)ively C R) }"toom 220 -0 373-1789 
Rob ert ,� 

2, t i  t es ( R) Room 220 -h 373-o8;�8 v .  
V El rnum ( k )  noom 220-0 373-2629 

Thr< 3 e  c, r e; the peopl e \,fho Dre bot tlinc up the b i l l . S e e  t h em and t :_ � lk to 

t h em ! ! ! !  ! 

l'iCP'';'C : I'; I ;·. l' - . I N  I)01,1 , 'Ie .L P -: , :.:, :�u , "  
----_ ._---_. _ -



'" 
STA �'Ii;NT BY PRESID- 'NT CLIFTON R .  \�TAR.TON, JR. 

� � tiny mino r i ty of violence -prone s tude nts a nd non-s tude nts 

h a ve eneaged i n  wa n to n  des truc tion on the c 2.mpus of l'1ichica n  S ta t e  Unive rs ity. 

Th e supe rf ic ial excuse wa s a campa ign Clgains t th e pre sence of ROTC on the 

c ampus . But de s p ite the a dminis tra t ion ' s  rea s o nable r(� s p onse , t.here obv iously 

h a d  b e e n  a prior dec i s ion to prec i p i tate a c t s  of viol e nc c o  < 

It is es t ima ted t.ha t felVer than 200 persons Hel"e involve d .  They a ppeared 

to move in we11-orga ni z e d  c lus ters th roughout the campus , breakir,g 'tJibdovlS , 

throwi ng rocks a n d  at lea s t  one fire b omb . Damage wa s done to several campus 

b llildi ne;s , pr ima rily gla s s  breakage . 

Earlier i n  the afternoo n ,  a group of pers ons a t temp tp.d to take ovel� 

t h e  Interna t i onal C e nter with a non-violent s it -in� Part of th e s e  left about 

10 ' p . m .  and s ta �te d the s e n s eless rampage through 'ch e  canpus . T h e  feTtT rema i ning 

in the building were remove d a fte r  t.he pos t e d  c l<?s'ing time of 10: 30 p . m .  

T h e  dama ge t o  t h e  Univers i ty bu ilr:l ir..g s c a n  b e  u pa ired o The g r�ater 

damage is t h a t  wh ich i s  done to the good name of the more than 3 7 , 000 s tude nts 

at NSU wh o d id not part i c ipa te in these eve nts , ye t Vlh o u nfortuna tely c a nnot 

be d i s t i nguished by the public from the sma ll m ino r i ty. 

The Un ivers i ty totally c ondemr .. s these a c ts of v iole nce a nd ca lls upon 

all s t
'
udents to .i o i n  in 'L� cons truc tive e ffort.s to build a fi ner univers ity 

a nd to i s ola te the d e s t ructive few who h ave no goal but the r ui n  of a great 

i ns t i tutionQ 
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