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Office of the President
Michigan State University
May 1, 1970

UNIVERSITY'S RESPONSE TO DEMANDS REGARDING ROTC

On Monday, April 27, the MSU Committee against ROTC presented the President
of the university with three demands regarding the status of the ROTC program
on campus.

The university administration has considered these demands and makes this
response:

First, the relationship between Michigan State University and ROTC received a
thorough investigation last year at the request of President Adams. Based on
his request, the Educational Policies Committee and the University Curriculum
Committee made six recommendations which would continue ROTC with certain
modifications.

The Academic Council then discussed the recommendations and approved their
implementation.

Second, the Associated Students of MSU conducted a survey last year to obtain
the views of the students regarding ROTC's place on campus, and the results
showed that a majority of students wanted it to remain.

Based on these two actions of less than a year ago, it would appear that the
present relationship between Michigan State University and ROTC is favored by
a majority of the students and the faculty. The President has reviewed the
materials and supports the decisions which were then made.

It 1s recognized that there are minority views within the university community
opposing the present relationship. It also is recognized that previously
expressed views may change. If the Committee against ROTC has additional
evidence that the situation has changed materially or that there are additional
facts which should be considered, then there exist appropriate channels to
present these views for a hearing and consideration.

One channel is the Military Education Advisory Committee which has stated a
willingness to hold two open meetings in mid-May (dates to be announced) at
which time any group wishing to present arguments will be heard.

Another channel is to request that the Academic Council reopen consideration

of the ROTC situation, through the Council Steering Committee, or the Student
Board of ASIMSU.
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PROCRAMMATIC STATEMENT OF THE BLACK LIBERATION FPRONT INTERNATIONAL(BLFI)
ON THE JACKSON STATE COLLEGE MURDERS AND THE COIMEMORATION OF MALCOLM X"S
BIRTHDAY.

1, The BLFI condemns all acts of murder perpetrated by the re-
pressive racist authoricies of this country.

2. The BLFI specifically condemtid the bfusal Rifdot end madming
of innocent BLACK students at Jackson Stuate College as wall
as the recent murders of six brotheta ia Augusta, Geotgia.

3. The BLFI unites all members of the BLACK ecommumity of MSU
to participace in & cans gensral maoting en Tuetday may 19,
1970 at-~1 pm in room 108 B Wells hall.

&, The purpose of this meeting will be %0 diseuss suech 1ssuses as
black nationalism and tho history of ths whice radical movepent,
the hature of demaznds and the level of oxganizaticnal efficieacy
in the black student cor=unity.

3. The BLFI anks BLACK students to giva this mesating priority over
other commitments. We do not fcel that it 19 mendacory to de-
mand that the univereity suepends elasses for Tueeday afternoon,
but ve fael the need for the wuniversity to reflect some degree
of oympathy for the situatien.

6.The Jackson State College incident is only ono example of & con-
tinuing process of the innticutionslizod reprecofon of BLACK
people, and cowincides with our cor=smsratien of the martydonm
of our beloved Brother Msleza X who fell in the etvuggle for
~ justice fer BLACK people.

7. The BLFI will therefore hold a tevolutiomary ewltoral event on
Tuesday night at Bpm in memory of Malcom o5 We;; as expreess
its colidarity with the BLACX commumity of Jackson State College
and with all oppresed BLACK people ever ywhere. Tha place ¢ill be
announced on Tuesday afternoon and in Tussdayn What'ellappenting”
coluzn in the State News.
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Vandals moved across the MoU campus and nearby arca again Mondgy night,
leaving a other trail of brcken windows. <1hose engzged in the destruction
were part of a larger group which had occupied portions of the Union building
earlier in the eenving,

Beginning at 1.:30 a.m. Iuesday, police arrested 130 who remained illegally
in the building after the 11 p.m. closing hcur. Hepeated warnings were given
prior to the arrests. ‘hose arrested were taken to the Ingham County
Jajl and charged with trespassing and loitering. Many were not MSU studentse

This continved and determined effort by some individuals to foment
viclence and disorder on this campus is reprehensible. While the grezt
majority of studemts go about their business of securing and ecducation,
these ireesponsible few take to the night to maraud,

It is an understaterent to say thst they have nc legitimate cause which
ceuld in any way justify their actions. /s was the case with the illegal
sit-in in Demonstration Hall on Friday night, provcation seems the only aim.

Unilke Friday's affair, which ostensibly concerned RCTC, the Mcncay
meeting in the Unjon which preceded the destruction and illegal occupation
had been called by the "ACtion Group Against Racism." Earlier Mondzsy, the
grcup had demanded thet President Wharton cancel classes on Tuesday.

In refusing this pererptory demznd, President Wharton called such a
closure tokenism and said he had been working with Black students and
faculty on a more permanent anc constructive response to the needs of
Blacks on campus. He nolted that the majority of Black students hal declined

to join the radical group which engaged in the illegal acts,
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have persistemtly sought to provoke the authorities into taking firm aetion.

"The: Uni‘/ersity sincerely regrets that such action was required. However,

C AV
e -4m the face of these )/epe ated provoecations, it had mo choice but to aet to protect
 therignt their educational aetivities,
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MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EAST LANSING - MICHIGAN 48823

CLIFTON R. WHARTON, JR, + PRESIDENT

May 19, 1970

Vandals moved across the MSU campus and nearby area again Monday night,
leaving another trail of broken windows. Those engaged in the destruction were
part of a larger group which had occupied portions of the Uuwion Building earlier
in the evening. Damage included 31 windows broken in the o.f-cawmpus IBM Buiidia;,
nine windows in the Administration Building, and several in other structures.

beginning at 1:30 a.w. Tuesday, police arrested 130 who remained .illegally
in the building after 11 p.m. closing hour. Repeated warnin;s were. given prior
to the arrests. Those arrested were taken to the Ingham Tounty Jail and charged
with trespassing and loitering. dot all were MSU students.

This continued and determined effort ty sowme individuals to fowent violence
and disorder on the campus is reprehensible. While the great majority of students
go about their business of securing an education, these irresponsible few take
to the night to maraud.

It is an understatement to say that they have no legitimate cause which
could in any way justify their actions. As was the case with the illegal sit-in
in Demonstration Hall on Friday night, provocation seeiis the only aim,

Unlike Friday's affair, which ostensibly concerned ROTC, the Monday meeting
in the Union which preceded the dcstruction and illegal occupation had been called
by the "Action Group Against Racism.'" Earlier Monday, the group had demanded
that President Wharton close the university on Tuesday.

In refusing this peremptory demand, President Wharton called such a closure
tokenism and said be had been working with Black students and faculty on a more
permanent and constructive response to the needs oif Blacks on campus. Hs aoted
that the majority of Black students had declined to joia the radical oroup which
engaged in the illegal acts. .

"The university community cammot tolerate such wanton violence and disregard
of the law," Dr. Wharton said, "It is the students who have no’ part in thesc
activities who, in the long run, will suffer the most. It is estimated that
since May 1 when the lawbreakers began their activities, damage on campus has
amounted to more than $1.50 per student. Every dollar that must be spent to
repair deliberate damage is, in effect, a dollar out of the students' pockets.
Every dollar so spent is a dollar that is not available for student aid or services.

"During these weeks, the university administration has conducted itself with
two major objectives in mind: To protect life and to keepr this institution
operating for those who are here for educational purposes. It has sought to use
restraint at all times, but the lawless few have persistently sought to provoke
the authorities into taking firm action.

"The university sincerely regrets that such action was required. uowever,
in the face of these deliberate provocations, it had no choice but to act to
protect the right of students and faculty to peacefully pursue their educational
activities."

Clifton R. Wharton, Jr.
President




Statement by President Wharton and the Administrative Officers of
Michigan State University,

1. ‘he support of the Faculty Steering Committee, the Executive
Council of the MSU Chapter of the American Association of University
Professbrs, the MSU Association of bPlack Faculty, and other faculty
and student groups for the proposal to conduct educational activities
to demonstrate concern for American involvement in Southeast #sia and

the tragic events at Kent State Yniversity is deeply appreciated,

2o A1l regular Hniversity classes are therefore suspended on Friday
May 8 to provide an opportunity for the teach-in, Further details

will be announced by the Provost.

3. The postponed meeting o the Academic ~ouncil to consider final
action on the McKee Report has been rescheduled for May 12,
L. A special meeting of the Academic Council will be called during
the week of May 25 at which time the sole topic of discussion will be
ROTC, “rior to the meeting, it is hoped that the faculty and
students will conduct appropriate referrenda to ascertain the views of their
constituencies for presentation at this meetinge
Th: University fully supports all activities which are offered

in a constructive and positive atmosphere of rational debate,
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Whereas the United States govermment has chosen to pursue a policy
of ruthless aggression on the people of Indochina, American
college campuses, black colonies and reservations,
Be it resolved that
(1) MSU shut down formal classes and release all staff
(with continued compensation) until such time as
all American troops are withdrawn from Cambodia.

(2) MSU terminate all academic recognition from the ROTC
program
MSU withdraw University funds and facilities from the
ROTC program

(3) Under no circumstances shall any person with loaded

firearms he allawed on campus.




_In case you havejinquiries concerning President Wharton's scheduled
visit to WAShinéfWednesday, you may us the

President Clifton &, Wharton has postponed his planned trip to
Washington D, C, today(wednesdaiﬁbﬁo meet with the Congressional
delegatioqdupon many requests fr;ﬁ students and faculty members,
These mé;g;rs of the university community urged him to delay his
trip until petitions have been circulated throughout the campus
indicating concern over U.S, policies in Indochina,

rreéident “harton agreed with their requests that he wait to

meet with Michigan Congreesmen and “enators until after there is
a clear expression of opinion through the simple petition process,

so he may not only express his own views but those of the

Michigan State University Community.




MSU President Clifton R. Wharton, Jr., said police made every effort to

avoid responding with force in dispersing about 75 to 100 persons who had

abandoned an illegal git-in in Demonnt,rut.ion Hall.

"Those engaged in the sit=in left on police ordera short]y after 8 peme

without force being used," he Sﬂido WThls was approxlmately ‘two hours after

the ‘official closing tima for the buildingo
"Once ontside, however, they regrouped and began throwing rocks through o
"~ windows of the hall, Even then, police withdrew in
" cancerned students and

7 to disperse peacefully. Only when the rock throwing resumed were the police —

- T T "It was evident from police reports that a number of those-involved - |
~“were not MSU students. Some were identified as having come fzmm to East

I Lansing—from‘ ‘other communities in the state, ---— — - — > i e = e

---——-—18-already-  belng addressed in a oonstructive manner. This very day, the MSU

-~ - ——sgtudent government conducted a campus-wide referendum to ascertain the views .

~ - ——-0f the university community. The .results will be known early next weeke.. In

.- —addition, the Academic Council has scheduled a_special meeting for May 26 to.

. —....consider all issues involving ROTC.
—ee...."In view of these productlve developments, there was zkmzmzakzoim absolutely

__ no_excuse for anyogn, to provoke a new controversy on this subject."
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FACULTY-GRADUATE ASSISTANT STRIKAE COMMITTAE

1. The Comnittee voted Wednesday, ay 6, to sunnort the student strike
by postnoning classex bezinning Thursday, lay 7, untll further not-
ice,

DN

4e believe that under conditions now vrevalling on the campus, an
asswantion that classes can be conducted normally 1s false, We
therefore urgze e=ch denartment and other administrative units of the
University to adont a nolicy that will protect its students and nen-
bers of 1ts faculty if they decide as a matter of consclence, not to
teach their classes or not to attend them during the strike.

3. We nroonose that for students who strike, or who cannot attend classes
because their professors are not meeting their classes some provision
be inade which will enable them to svoid losing credit and an appro-
priate zrade for their courses. (For example, an incomplete could
given to a student who is on strike on his own initiative. The
instructor who is not teaching his class 1s resnonsible for
making arrangements for independent study for any student who
desires to attend class.)

4, The coumittee unequivocallv condemnd the Indochina war, It is
clear that the nresent action of a large numver of students at
MSU has been directly nrovoked by President Nixon's expansion of
the war and his gratuitous defamation of concerned students.

5. The nurder and woundins of students at Kent State Universitv has
outraged most thoughtful mnemhers of every academic community in
the world. Je are proud of the action of those students at 13U
who have registered thelr outrare. Under no circumstances should =2nv
verson with loaded firearms be allowed on the Michigan State
University camnus.

5. ‘e support the vroposition that academic recoenition of the ROIC
progran 1s inconsistent with the sims of a university and that
it 1s inappronrisate for the University to provide financial
sunport and university--supported facilities for that program,

7. e feel that the trial of Bobbv seale cannot be divorced from the

other issues in the stri%e. The prosecution of Mr. Seale is 2n examnle

of A broad pattern of repression of dissent 2t home which has wldened
as the war abroad has escalated.

Jim Trosko
Aast. Prof. of Hum.Dev..
C.P. Larrowe
Professor of Economrics,
Chairman

The Steering Committee
Pat Doyle
Professor of Mathematics
31ill Lovis
Graduste student,
anthropology
John Masterson
Assoc.Prof. of iiath.




The Provost, John E. Cantlon, and The Executive Vice President,

Jack Breslin, today issued the following statement:

Although classes are suspended on Friday, May 8, it is considered a

regular work day at the University. Faculty are encouraged to attend those
Teach-In sessions of interest. Staff may attend any teach-in activity but such

At

time shewdd be arranged with their supervisors and will be counted against

personal leave.

May 7, 1970




7[4{«( wilin

STATEMENT OF OFFICE OF THE PROVOST

Thursday, May 7, 3 p.m.

At a meeting last night the President and other administrative
officers made a decision to encourage wider University participation
in an educational approach toward resolving the issues contributing
to tension on campus,

For this purpose regular classes.-will be suspended on Friday.

Students and raculty are invited to participate in a series of
workshop sessions dealing with some of the issues . ontributing to
continuing campus tension. Among these are:

a. Status.of ROTC

b. Universitv operations and structures perccived as racist .

c. Relationships with campus public safety staff

d. Avenues for articulating personal views on Indochina

e. Mechaunisms for etfective protest
Locations of sessions will be made available Friday morning.

Classes are suspended for Friday only.



STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT WHARTON
May 7, 1970

The students and faculty at Michigan State University have, through their
words and actions, expressed grave concern over the newest change in U. S. policy
in Southeast Asia and over the trégic deaths at Kent State University. 1 share
the sense of dismay and frustration over these events.

While a university is only a single institution with limited resources and
influence over national policy, the issues are of such grave contention that
they cannot be ignored.

The recent events at Michigan State and on many other campuses across
the nation have led to an outpouring of mail both supportive and against these ever
the stands of the university administrato;s and the actions of the students.
Tensions and emotions run high in these troubled times. But if we are to
survive as a university and, even more importantly, as a society, we must confront
constructively the issués which divide us through reasoned discourse.

This is the very essence of education.

1t was in the spirit of this objective that the MSU administrative officers
and T agreed to suspend classes on Friday, May 8, for the purpose of an all-
university teach-in. In a series of meetings today with a broadly representative
group of students, it was decided that the teaci-in not be limited to the issue
of the broadening of the Asian war. Rather, advantage should be taken of this
opportunity to address additional specific (uestious and issues which are of prime
concern to the students. Therefore, in additicn to the Indochina War, the student:
suggested such topics as campus police relationships, ROYC, racism, tools of effect
protest and external pressures which bear on university decision-making.

1 believe this is a productive expansion of the teach-in concept. I
personally will attend as many of these activities as I can on Friday, and I

strongly urge university officers and members of the Academic Council to join

in these discussions. Faculty also will be available as rescurce persous.




MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
Department of Anthropology May 6, 1970

The Faculty of the Department of Anthropology met at 1 p.m. on
Wednesday, May 6, to clarify the stand of a majority of the Department's
faculty and graduate and undergraduate student representatives to the
faculty in support of the non-violent student strike at Michigan State
University. (The initial statement of support contained in the State
News of May 6 reflected the urgency with which a majority of the Anthro-
pology faculty and students deemed it necessary to formulate a position
in the absence of a clear-cut response on the part of the University
Administration and community at large to recent national and international
developments). A majority of the Department's faculty judged that it was
necessary for them to take some interim action appropriate to the situation
that has developed on this and other major universities until the Academic
Council meets and provides direction for the entire univerity. It is
perfectly clear that the present action of a large number of undergraduate
and graduate students at M.S.U. has bcen directly provoked by President
Nixorr's cxpansinn of the Indochina war and his gratuitous defamation of
concerned students. The murder and wounding of students at Kent State
University has outraged most thoughtful members of every academic community
in the world; we are proud of the action of those studemnts at M.S.U. who"
have registered their outrage,

Members of the faculty of the Department of Anthropology unequiv-
ocally condemn the Indochina war and support the opiniom of the Chairman
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee that President Nixon's action in.
ordering the invasion of Cambodia is unconstitutional. As anthropologists,
many of whom have worked overseas, we support President Wharxton's judgment:
"Based upon my experience in Asia, I am firmly convinced that the new
expansion of the war is a serious error and miscalculation.'

The tragedy that took place at Kent State Uniwersity appears to
have basp 3 resulf of the senseless use of firearms. Therecfore, most mpembers
of the faculty sugport the proposal that under no ciXcumstances shall any
person with a loaded fircarm be allowed on campus. Moreover, a majority of
the faculty also supparts the propasition that academic recognition of the
R.0.T.C. program is inceunsistent with the aims of a university and that it
is inappropriate for the University to provide financial support and uni-
versity-supported facilites for that program.

The faculty recognizes that it cannot regulate the professional
conduct of each of its members, either during the strike or at other times.
It has no desire to do so or to coerce either faculty or students, including
students who choose to attend class despite the strike. Nor does the faculty
intend that any student receive less instruction than he might ordinarily
get during the present term, despite the strike. Under the conditions now
prevailing, however, any assumption that classes can be conducted "normally"
is obviously misleading. Most members of the faculty will not hold students
responsible for material dealt with in classes this week. The faculty will
reconsider this situation whenever it is appropriate and, at present, expects
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that it will continue through Friday, May 9. Some faculty members have
postponed certain classes today and may do so during the remainder of
this week. Others have met with members of their classes who attended
and will continue to do so for the remainder of this week. Apart from
the needless killings of students at Kent State University, however, the
war in Indochina dominates most of our attention at present. As members
of the American Anthropological Association, the faculty subscribes to
the Assogiation's Code of Ethics: ''The human condition, past and present,
is the concern of anthropologists throughout the world. The study of
mankind in varying social, cultural, and ccological situations is
essential to our understanding of human nature, of culture, and of society."

Most Michigan State University anthropologists support the
resolution, passed at the 1968 Annual Meeting of the American Anthropo-
logical Association, regarding cultural and social changes and the use of
force:

Whereas two recent international anthropological congresses
received reports from members that societies they are studying
in many parts of the world are now subject to increcased attacks
on their integrity and well being stemming from more powerful
groups,

And whereas these reports led the 38th International Congress
of Americanists, meeting in Munich on August 17, 1968, and the
permanent council of the International Union of Anthropological
and Ethnological Sciences meetings in Tokyo on September 7th,
1968, to pass resolutions condemning the use of force and other
forms of questionable pressure as instruments of cultural,
social, and economic change,

Therefore, be it resolved that the American Anthropological
Association supports these condemnations and that the American
Anthraopological Association joins these and ather beodies in
urging governments, anthropologists and others to re-—-examine
current policies in order to fulfill their obligation to provide
cthically just and scientifically enlightened programs which
recognize the rights of the communities concerned to make their
own free and informed choices in matters of cultural and social
changes. '

. e —————

Raled W ied s Moo B R |

{ “ e Z..
Ral?h W. Nlch?las . C7JV s oW LU AQL) ¢ clfyzwf*~ﬂ
Chairman, Advisory Committee (

Department of Anthropology




May 7, 1970

TG WH?M IT MAY CONCERN

FROM: The Flenary Group, African Studies Center

SUBJECT: Pposition of the African Studies Center on the current strike at MSU

Present: Gray, Watkins, Hanson, Petrides, Kangethe, Edison, Wilson, Reed,

Kinyatti, Lotson, Knoke, Richardson, Collins, Bennett, Low

Action minutes of the Plenary Group meeting of this day:

1.

o

Kangethe moved, and Reed seconded, that all business in the African Studies
Center be suspended for the duration of the current strike at MSU, and that
the same action be recommended to the Asian and Latin American Studies
Centers. The motion carried, 11-1}.

Reed moved, and Hanson seconded, that the Plenary Group recommended that
the Interdisciplinary Course (391) on southern Africa be cancelled for the
duration of the strike, and that the final decision on this matter be left
to the discretion of the three instructors concerned. The motion carried,
11-1, with one abhstention.

The Plenary Group directed the chairman to include in the action minutes of
its meeting, and to make known to the community at large, the following
statement:

WHEREAS the African Studies Center at MSU wishes to demonstrate its
solidarity with the campus strike throughout the United States, and in
particular with the goals and policies adopted by the movement here at
Msy,

RESOLVED that we, the members of the Plenary Body of the African

Studies Center, hereby declare that all normal and ordinary business of the

Center cease forthwith and that the Center office be closed to all business,

This cessation of business is to remain in effect for the duration of the

strike.




BLACY. FACULTY AND STUDENT TFACH-IN

FRIDAY, "AY 8¢h - 10:00 A.M,

POOI7 10N VET CLIVIC

STATEYENT BY BLACK FACULTY

THS ASSOCIATIN'! OF BLACK FACULTY AT }'ICHIGAY STATI UMNIVERSITY ADVOCATES

CONSTRUCTIVE RESPONSLES TO RECENT DEVELOPMZNTS AT OUR UMNIVEPSITY REGARDING KENT STATE

AND SOUTHEAST ASIA., VWE NOTE TME I''PLICATIONS OF THESE EVEMNTS FOR BLACK PEOPLE ON

THIS CAMPUS AND Il THE LARGEP. SOCIETY.

WE ENDORSE PRESIDENT WHAPTON'S CALL FOR A TEACH-I'! OM THE ISSUES RAISED BY TTESE
DEVELOF"'ENTS. THE FOLLOWING ISSUES WILL BE DISCUSSED AND A POSITION PAPER WILL BE

DEVELOPED:

(1) TV'E ISSUE OF JUSTICE IIN OUR SNCIETY FOP RLACKS;
(2) ALL FOP!'S OF “ILITARY, ECONO’'IC, AMND POLITICAL EXPLOITATION OF BLACKS;

(3) SURVIVAL AND CO'"MITMENT OF BLACKS IN TNE ACADEMIC CO!?TI'ITY,

WE ENCOURAGE ALL BLACS AT EVERY LEVEL OF TRE UUIVEPSITY CO'"UNITY TO PARTICIPATE.
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Point of /’iew

Wwnat about tnhe strike, "strike now, shut it down".
Shut it dewir, saut down the university until tney accede to
certain demands. ~rorce tiie University ianto tne political
arena. Force tne University to adopt certain issues as
official University stands. 1Is this what we really want. A
University is a place of learuning, researcii, and discussion
of ideas. Wnica views out of tue myriad of viewpoints
available on any campus is tne University going to take. If
MSU is forced to stand for freeing Bobby Seale can"t tiae Univ.
of Miss., be forced into standin; for nis immediate execution.
I¢ the University moves into tne political areama, who plays
30d. Who decides which faction"s views become "official.

This is a dangerous nrecedent. It"s happened before.
in Sermany and Czecaslovakia. And when it'"s nappened, the
University becomes a arena of competing zroups each seeking to
‘shut ifwdown so their views are taken as the trutin. The real
question is witether we want an open, free forum or waetier we
are willing to force tne University into tiae political arena.
If so, wnose arena, and wihat are tne conseguences of that action.

Please consider tanis issue carefully.

Tnank you.

Students for Ratdonal Action




MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

" A Report from the President

May 11, 1970
TIME FOR CLARITY

The past 10 days have been unsettling and, in many ways, traumatic on the Michigan State University
campus. The period has been one of mass meetings, rhetoric, rumors, and confusion, punctuated by
one serious incident of property damage. Over all, however, the great majority of students have
conducted themselves with good judgment and a sincere effort to cope intelligently with issues which
far transcend the normal educational activities and responsibilities of this university.

Throughout, as is typical during times of emotionalism and confusion, the garbled word about what is
happening is more easily come by than facts and reason. Rumors, innocent or insidious, gallop across
the campus. Anyone with access to a mimeograph puts out a leaflet. During this time, the University
administration has sought, in every way possible, to keep the campus community informed of its
position. We have given statements to the State News, distributed them through the residence halls,
addressed some mass meetings and on one occasion, used closed-circuit television.

Yet, many questions regarding the issues and their possible import for the University appear to be
unanswered in the minds of both students and faculty. This special information bulletin is intended to
state the administration’s position on these matters as clearly as possible.

THE CALL FOR A “STRIKE”

The University recognizes the sincere concern, deeply felt among many faculty and students at
Michigan State, over the issues which have arisen. It is evident that there is a wide range of opinions
both over the issues themselves and the propriety of a “strike.” As a public institution, however, the
University cannot subscribe to a single viewpoint on issues and policies outside its jurisdictional
sphere.

Therefore, the University cannot endorse a political “‘strike’” which would close its classrooms. Nearly
40,000 students have come voluntarily to this campus to receive a formal education. More than 3,000
faculty members are employed at MSU to provide this instruction. That is the function of this State
institution. That is what is expected of it by the Legislature and the taxpayers of Michigan who
finance the greater part of the University’s operating costs. That is what is expected by the students
who pay tuition.

We recognize that there is divided opinion on the campus regarding this issue. Nevertheless, the
University’s responsibility to the State of Michigan to provide educational opportunities is very clear
and cannot be abdicated. Students who are here for that purpose cannot morally be denied their right
to attend classes because some of their fellow students may feel that a closed university somehow will
hasten an end to the war in Indochina. Similarly, faculty members with appointments to teach at MSU
have their responsibility r clearly defined by the Code of Teaching Responsibility adopted by the
Academic Council and the Academic Senate in 1969.

There are many students and faculty members who wish to attend class. The University has an
obligation to do everything it can to provide educational services.




CONSEQUENCES OF A CLOSED UNIVERSITY

Those who would advocate that the University be closed must consider the consequences of such an
action. The effects would go far beyond what is viewed as a symbolic protest against the war. For
example:

1. The school year necessarily would have to be extended beyond June 14 to make up for those
class days lost to ‘“‘strike” action.

2. Closure would mean an end to all normal services, with the result that students would have to
be sent home.

3. The ability of the University to continue to pay wages and salaries during such a period is
questionable, at best.

4. Veterans benefits received by students probably would be halted by the Federal government.

Financial assistance, such as work-study, fellowships and research grants, would be placed in
serious jeopardy.

6. The State Legislature currently is considering the University’s 1970-71 budget, and a forced
closure could not help but adversely influence those vital decisions.

These are not sanctions; these are consequences. They are not matters left to the University’s
discretion.

Therefore, it should be clearly understood that the effect of any course of action which forces closure
of the University is to make the university community the target and the victim, not the policy makers
in Washington.

CONSEQUENCES OF A PARTIAL “STRIKE”

Everyone is responsible for his own actions and the consequences of those actions. Students, graduate
assistants and faculty are bound by established codes of conduct. Individuals boycotting classes must
arrange with their various instructors for handling course grades. The Code of Teaching Responsibility,
adopted by the Academic Council and approved by the Academic Senate, requires instructors to meet
their classes. This pertains both to faculty and teaching assistants. Instructors who do not discharge
their responsibilities can scarcely be recommended for continuation of pay during their absence from
duty. The same principle applies to non-teaching duties. The University cannot abrogate codes of
conduct or individual responsibility by granting a general exemption from the established rules.

It also follows that those who boycott or strike have no right to coerce or intimidate the many who
wish to conduct their activities on campus in a normal manner.

PROTECTING THE COMMUNITY

There has been every evidence that the great majority of MSU students abhor violent confrontations
and destruction. This appears to be true of the “strike’ leaders as well as of those who may feel just as
deeply about the issues but who wish to continue their education. Yet, the night of May 1 showed
that violence, even though instigated by a few, can break out.

The campus police responded responsibly and with restraint. Outside assistance from local law
enforcement agencies was called in only after the campus force found that the random destruction had
spread beyond its means of control. Such assistance has not been deployed on the campus since.




None of us wants our campus to become an armed camp. The tragedy of Kent State must never occur
again. Human life is too dear, and the protection of it will always be our first objective. But to suggest
that the only way to prevent another Kent State is to remove the means by which the campus police
can protect the university community is illusory. The campus is public property. The University has
no authority to exclude city, county and State law enforcement agencies when they are in
performance of their duties. Disarming the campus police could thus very well have the effect of
increasing outside police activity on the campus.

Relationships between the campus police and the rest of the university community are good, but they
can be improved. One of the items on the agenda of the next Academic Council meeting is a proposal
to create a Faculty-Student Standing Committee on Public Safety, which could advise on these
matters.

The responsibility for preventing threats to life and property is not one-sided. Everyone on this
campus shares the duty of assuring an atmosphere where dissent can be articulated in the same rational
terms as the formal educational process.

ROTC

On April 27, the MSU Committee Against ROTC presented a set of demands to abolish ROTC from
the campus.

On May 1, the administration responded to the demands by suggesting that the Steering Committee of
the Faculty, which sets the agenda for the Academic Council, was the proper channel if there was a
genuine desire to have ROTC’s status on campus reconsidered. (The Academic Council had considered
the issue at length only a year ago, making several recommendations which were implemented.)

On May 6 a student representative to the Council asked the Steering Committee to bring ROTC again
before the Council. The committee agreed and set a special Council meeting for May 26 to consider
the topic.

Meantime, ASMSU, COGS and the appropriate faculty bodies plan to poll students and faculty on
their views regarding ROTC. The University reiterates its support of the survey and underscores its
importance in reflecting the current views of students and faculty. The results of the survey will be
carefully weighed by the Council in its deliberations. Recommendations by the Council for substantive
changes in the ROTC status will be brought before the Board of Trustees.

BLACK ENROLLMENT

The University has attempted to develop an intelligent and realistic program of steadily increased
Black enrollment, rather than set arbitrary quotas or ceilings.

The percentage of Black students enrolled in the Freshman Class has increased as follows: 1967 — 2%;
1968 — 5%; 1969 — 6% and in the Fall of 1970 we expect to reach 8%. The University has sought to
achieve annual increases within its capability to insure that those admitted remain and receive the full
benefits of their educational opportunities. To enroll unrealistic numbers, merely to achieve high
percentages, would be unfair to the students so admitted if the educational services available are
deficient. Rather than make a hasty response preventing the University from marshaling its full
resources, the University has sought to coordinate the accelerating rate of annual increases in
enrollment within our ability to provide any special services and academic changes required.




The University’s overall policies regarding the admission of minority students is already on the agenda
of the President’s Commission on Admission and Student Body Composition. Any group or individual
who wishes to present their views to the Commission are urged to do so.

Closely related to the Commission are the recent discussions which the university administration has
had with the Mexican-American organization MECHA and with the new Executive Board of the Black
Liberation Front regarding their proposals for improvements in the University’s handling of
minority students in such areas as recruitment, admission, financial aids, tutorial, general support

services, counseling and advising. These discussions began before the events of last week and will
continue.

POLITICAL TRIALS

It is obvious to all that the University clearly has no power to control the trial of Bobby Seale or
others, regardless of the feelings held by many individuals on the campus. We can only state that the
University strongly supports the right of responsible dissent and the Constitutional right to a fair trial.
Within the areas of its direct responsibility, the University has attempted to live by this principle of
rational debate and due process. It will continue to do so.

INDOCHINA WAR

The expansion of the war in Southeast Asia obviously did much to accentuate the deep concern over
the Vietnamese situation long felt on this and other campuses. The reaction of students, faculty and
administrators was electrifying, and anyone who doubts that this message wasn’t heard in Washington
seriously underestimates the voice of the people. But the point to remember is that it is in Washington
where the decisions are made, and not on the MSU campus. However, these decisions can be
influenced constructively.

Many persons have stated their individual views, both for and against the latest action. The suspension
of regular classes on Friday for the conduct of a teach-in on this and other issues provided an
intelligent and reasonable forum for debate. The teach-in was not meant to be a one-shot catharsis for
the emotions; rather, it is hoped that coming out of those sessions will be further actions which will
result in clear-cut position statements.

Additionally, it is gratifying to note that many students are supporting the suggestion that petitions be
prepared containing the views of the MSU community on this issue. The offer to take these petitions
to the Michigan Congressional Delegation in Washington still stands.




Statement by May 11, 1972
President Clifton R. Wharton, Jr.

It is with great personal sorrow and regret that I must report the
neccessity to use police action on the campus of Michigan State University
this afternoon. This was done with the most extreme reluctance and only
after there was no other altermnative.

The occasion was a deliberate and apparently well-planned move to
take over and totally disrupt the university's administration building.

This effort went far beyond anything that can be termed a ''peaceful
demonstration."

The demonstrators ripped doors off their hinges, broke onto the
roof, forced their way into the cashier's and registrar's offices, sought
to enter rooms occupied by a $1 million computer and intimidated many
employees.

Despite this extreme provocation and damage, every attempt was
made to avoid tHe use of police. I personally walked from floor to floor
with a loud-speaker, telling the demonstrators to leave the building or else
face arrest. Everyone, including those on the roof, had more than ample
warning and opportunity.

To their credit, most did leave voluntarily in response to my request.
Yet, as always in such situations, there were those relatively few hard-core
disruptors and agitators who demand physical confrontation. They refused

to leave the building until escorted by police.




A

4

At this point it was obvious that no alternative remained but to
summon police. It shquld be made absolutely clear that the State Police,
who had come to the campus to lend assistance, remained several hundred yards
away from the building until it was absolutely necessary for them to move in as
a last resort.

And it was a last resort. There was no way in which responsible
administrators of this university could have permitted this group, some of
whom had alrgady shown that they were bent on physical destruction, to have
control of the bﬁilding. Police used & minimum of force to clear the building
and left the scene within an hour after their arrival. There were no arrests.

I have noted that the effort appeared to be well?planned. This is
based on the obvious fact that literally within seconds after the rally had

"voted" at Beaumont Tower to 'take over" the administration building, members

of their group had entered the building, had physically blocked employee

efforts to lock the doors, and in certain instances had keys to selected sensitive

rooms.

This senseless episode was another unfortunate display of how a ﬁilitant
few seek to usé\genuihe concern over such major issues as the Indochina war
to wage their own war of confrontation and disruption. Typically, they
included those who are not students’ at this university.

I, as president of this university, have sought in every way over the
past few days to be as responsive as is humanly possible to the genuine issues

raised by the anti-war groups of students and faculty.
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Within limits beyond which I cannot go and still retain my
accountability to our students and the people of Michigan, I have taken
every step I can to meet the legitimate suggestions which give expression
to the sentiments which most of our students and faculty obviously feel.

But this is not enough -- or perhaps I shpuld say that anything
would not be enough -- to satisy those few who seek aimless confrontation
and purposeless disruption as their price. The events of the past few nights
on Grand River Avenue, and this afternoon on campus, give ample evidence of
this,

One can sa§ only in their behalf Ehag they wére for the most part
non-violent. Yet, any acts which needlessly and physically deprive others

C of their rights, cannot truthfully be called ''‘peaceful."

Fortunately, the great majority of our students and faculty have
remained calm and have gone about their business of education during this
trying period. Despite what I know are i;tense feelings on the part of many
regarding the war, they have seen the ridiculousness of seeking to use

this institution as the scapegoat to express those feelings.

I am sure they join me in denouncing these distressing events
\

and will continue to help in maintaining the integrity of Michigan State

University. as an educational institution.

HHFr
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FOR YOUR INFORMATICN

The marfh is on for today and tomorrow, according to strike headquarters,
Both will begin at noon at Beaumont ‘ower,

The Vednesday rally is sponsored by SIAM(Student Liberation Action
Movement). “he idea, says strike hesdquarters is to presnt

demands to the “overnor. Some 10,000 "brothers and sisters"

from capuses across the state were expected for Wednesday. The

weather has lowered the estimate.

The Thursday **arch is cosponsored By the Student Mobilization

Committee and the Lansing “rea Feace Youncil. That march will

take in:

--The Telephone .cmpany where a list of war tax resisters
will te presented

-~*he Capitol Building to support Yackie Vaughn's bill trat
would enable Micliigan men to refuse tc fight in an undecdared
war.

--“he Federal “uilding to picket and protest the waste of
lives and money in I _dochina

Both rallies will be preceded by speeches. Speeches are also planned

at the Capitcl, The visitors are invited to stay over for a rap

session toniphte




MSU President Clifton Re Wharton, Jr., said police made every effort to

avoid responding with force in dispersing about 75 to 100 persons who had

abandoned an illegal sit=in in Domonut,rution Hall,

"Those engaged in the sit=in left on police orders shortly after 8 Pelle

without i‘orce being used," he said. "This was apprmd.mately ‘two hours after

the official closing time for the building.

"0nce outside, however, they regrouped and began throwing rocks through
windows of the halle Even then, police withdrew inside the building to allow =

concerned students and faculty members to attempt to persuade the demonstrators

to disperse peacefully. Only when the rock throwing resumed were the police

~required to use tear gas to break up the crowds

"It was evident from police reports that a number of those involved—
were not MSU students. Some were identified as having come f£zx=m to East e

'—-—————Lansing_—from"other‘*communities' in the state. — — — e

WThis-wasa senseless-incidents The question of ROTC on the MSU campus ——————

———— 18 -already being addressed in a constructive manner. This very day, the. MSU .

—_— —student - government-conducted a campus-wide referendum to ascertain the views .

——— - of -the university community. The results will be known sarly next weeke. In

— addition, the Academic Council has scheduled a special meeting for May 26 to

.eeeoe—_consider_all issues.involving ROTC.

oo "In view of these productive developments, there was xarEzalsoim absolutely

. _no excuse for anyogn, to provoke a new controversy on this subjecto"




Department of Information Services News Bureau
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY Telephone: (517) 355-2281
East Lansing, Michigan 48823 5/15/70

The following statement was adopted unanimously by the Michigan
State University Board of Trustees in the first order of business at
a meeting Thursday afternoon.

"On behalf of the entire university,, the Board of Trustees
expresses its profound shock and sorrow over the tragic injuries
to several persons who were ;truck by an automobile today while
exercising their right to peaceful dissent, and to the policeman
who was attempting to protect that right.

"If we have learned one lesson in these last several weeks,
it is that we must all, students, faculty, administrators and
citizens in the community at large, act with restraint, and above

all to attempt to prevent violence and personal injury."
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WLLCU: % To LEONSTRATING dALL - W6 OF ALY MOTC

AS FELLOW :i5U STULzETE wE ARE GuaT=FUL FOL fHIS OPPOLTULITY TO uISCUSS A
WULIDER OF ISSUiLS OF :UTUAL COuCdii.

BECAUSE YOU HAVE COLild TO DH. HALL, VE ASSU:E Tik ROTC ISSUZ IS YOUR PRLIE
COWCEIN. Thkidk ARE & WU.Zeix OF FACTS AsOUT ROTC Wi FELL LAVE JOT 3ELid

AITALYZ 1) 5

1. KSU CLEARS A SUBSTANTIAL PLOFIT ThIOUGKE TOCTC:

NMSU CAPENWDITULES 0.0 20TC L0CI:AE TO MSU FROLL ROTC
General Zfud:;et ixrenditures 335,005 Credit fees for wOTC

wental Facilities $47,503 classes an< uniforu
QJveraead $11,380 deposits $2C2,00C

Jept. of Defense
scholarships to HSU
#0TC students §104,000

THL ARGY HAS REGUESTED COWGRESSIOWNAL APPROPLIATIONS TO ENHALLE IT TO PAY
EVEN »ORE OF TuE COST.

TodSE YIGULES DO HOT TuCLUGi:

1. The use of tlie R0TC rifle range which makes the uP. hLuater Safety
dass possible. N
2. The $74,00C appropriation :iSU receives from the Lesislature tarough
tne liorrill Act, which Trequires an institution offer trainiuz in
itilitary Tactics.
3. The $281,00u in salaries paid by the Army to :SU ROTC instructors.

2. ALL ROTC INSTRUCTORS ARE PAID {Y Tiic DEPT. OF DEFENSE AND ARLE APPRCVED 3Y
115U ZEFORE TtIEY ARE APPCINTED. :

3. 47% OF THE CREDITS REQUIRED IN THE ROTC PROGRA:! ARE TAUGHT LY CIVILIAH
FACULTY ILi{ REGULAR UNIVERSITY COURSiS I. PLS, HST, .iGT, ECON, AilD GEO

KENT STATE:

We, like you, were shocked at the Kent State ilassacre. It is tragically
ironic that one of the students killed was an outstanding ROTC cadet. Ve
would point out, however, that there are no EOTC officers in the iiational
Guard. '

CALIBODIA:

The cadets of Army ROTC, like the rest of the nation are divided on the
military and political implications of the recent US~S. Vietnamese military
operations in Cambodia. As future Army officers, our personal interest in
Vietnam and a desire for peace is wmatched by few student organizations.

IF YOU hAVE ANY QUESTIONS, TLERE ARE CADETS CIKCULATING AIIONWG YOU WHO ¥OULD
IE dAPPY TO DISCUSS THESE ISSUES WITH YOU.
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President Clifton R. Wharton, Jr., today issued the following statement:

The recent tragic events in Georgia and Mississippi have accelerated
awareness within the University community, among both Blacks and whites, of the
nature of the protracted struggle of minorities in the United States to be free
of all forms of repression and discrimination. Michigan State University is deeply
aware of its responsibilities in this struggle, and it has sought to be in the
forefront of public institutions in developing greater educational opportunities
for Black students and in being responsive to their needs on campus.

In a new examination of the situation in the wake of the Georgia and
Mississippi deaths, many individuals and groups on campus have proposed various
courses of action to show their concern. Obviously, it is the Black community
which feels these events most deeply, and in our efforts to help see that something

constructive emerges from these tragic circumstances, we look to that community to

guide us.

——i;7 (E?e Black Libération Front International has proposed a general meeting of \'\
the MSU Black community Tuesday afternoon and a cultural event that evening. The \
University administration respects the BLFI's wishes and offers its full assistance )

in facilitating the two meetings. University flags will continue to fly at half-
mast through Tuesday as a mark of its respect for those who died at Jackson State.
Lzhe University also is very intgrested in moving forward in new, meaningful

p . - T =S il

endeavors which would positively affect the lives ofrBlack students and faculty on

this campus.( One creative suggestion developed from recent deliberations with the
Black community is the need for a meeting place and cultural headquarters. for
members of the Black campus community. U(Those persons included in recent discussions
have included the Executive Board of the BLFI (Lamar Thomas, George Flemming, Bill
Powers, and Tony Martin); Prof. Irving Vance, Chairman of the Black Faculty Causus;
Dr. Robert F. Green, Director, Center for Urban Affairs; Mr. Nolen Ellison, CUA; and

Dr. Thomas Gunnings, Counseling Center.)




I believe this is a very worthwhile proposal on which action has been long
overdue, and which would be a permanent monument to the causes for which Blacks have
lived and died.

‘_j§;L I_E?nsequently, I am proposing a major fund-raising drive among faculty,

'

students and alumni to finance an off-campus Black Cultural Center. ‘Egch a
center would serve as a hub for the Black community's social and student activities.
Discussion regarding the type of center desired by the Black students and faculty
willl be initiated immediately. \,/
The first major step will be to secure funds for the rental of adequate
space to initiate the center as rapidly as possible, pending the development of a
more permanent structure. The MSU Development Fund has been asked to establish
a separate account for this purpose and will receive the funds contributed. A
fund-raising committee will be established to give the campaign direction.
I am hopeful that all concerned persons in thé area, whether connected with

the University or not, will support this effort so that the center will be a

tangible response of the total community to a determined attack against minority

\\

|

)

oppression. r—




. T.2 BILL No. 4710
Arril 17, 1970, Intpoduced by Rep. Vaughn and referred to the Committee on

Militzry and Veterans' Affairs

A bil) dsolining the rights of a person ef the st-te inducted or serving in the

a

milit-ry forces of t e Unitec 5t tes; and  rescribing cert-in povers and duties.

A

Sece 1o A derson of tiin sts or werving in t.e military forces
of the United St-tes shall not be recuirad to serve outside the territnrial

linmits of the United otiotes in tiwe conduct of armed hostilities not an emergency

ani net otherwise aut orize in th+ nowsrs pgranted to the president of the United

States in section 2 of artaicle 2 of the consitution of " he United sStates, unless
the hostilities were initiazlly aut.orized or subzecu:sntly ratified by a congress-
ional dec? .ration of war according te the constitutionally est blished procedures
in section 8 of article 1 of the constitution of tlie United 3tates.

3ec. 2. A perzon of this stite cervivg in the military forces of the United
States er servirgr in an ar a3 in vhich armed hestilitiszs are being conducted may

give notice thireof te the attorney renerzl. The attorney ceneral, upon receipt

of the n-tice, shall on behalf of the percon, and in the narm: of the st te, take

any action hs deems necessrory to aaforce and de end the ri hte of the p:zrion

under secti.n l.

GO ge 2T gl BILIT RY . NG VLD RANLY x 105
Chairman Mahalak (D) Room 19 373-2575
Vice-Choirman Fevak (D Room B'1  3735-0106
Maj. .hin O'Neill (D) aoom 12 373%-0152
Z.d. Dovis (2) Room 110 373-0822

Steven Gtopezynski (D) Room 1L 5752277
Fhilip TFittenger (R) Room 220-B 3%73-1770
bively (R) Room 220-5 375=1789

Stites (R) Room 220-4 373%-0828

Robert C.
(%) Room 220-0 373-2629 )

Varnum

These are the people who eare bottling up tihie bill. See them and tolk to
SO

MOTIC: M INTWIN PQLICIC.L 0 55U s
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STATSMENT BY PRESIT NT CLIFTON R. WHARTON, JR.

G:E::Ej:ﬁ?,é tiny mirority of violence-prone students and non-students

have engaged in wanton destruction on the campus of Michigan State University.

.

The superficial excuse was a campaign against the presence of RCTC on the
campus. But despite the administration's reasonable rasponse,; there obviously
had been a prior decision to précipitate acts of violences

It is estimated that fewer than 200 persons were involved. They appeared
to move in well~organized clusteré throughout the campus, breaking wihdows,
throwing rocks and at least one fiée bomb, Damage was done to several campus
huildings, primarily glass breakage,

Earlier in the afternoon, a group of persons attempted to take over
the International Center with a non=-violent sit-ine left about
10 'p.ms and started the senseless rampage through the campus. The few remaining
in the building were removed after the posted closing time of 10: 30 pem.

The damage to the University buildinés.caﬁ be repairéd° Thé éréafér
damage is that which is done to the good name of the more than 37,000 studeuts
at MSU who did not participate in these events, yet who unfortunately cannot
he distinguished by the public from the emall minority.
The University totally condenns these acts of violence and calls upon
all students to join in €% constructive efforts to build a finer unive;sity
and to isolate the destructive few who have no goal but the ruin of a great

institution,
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