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PREFACE

Cultural materials from the ancestor were all lost and the natie-
ral beauly was dealroyed in the war.  The only thing that remasin-
ed is the knowledge of music the author acquired. It s his belief
that. the Ryukywan Music can be preserved permancntly only by

recording 1. This prompted him to wndertake the task of re-
cording the Rywkyuan Music.

‘ In Okinawa there was once a peaceful kingdom where the people were ig-

‘ norant of weapons. The cuiture and the art of the country attained a remark- \
able degree of development. Originality especially was exhibited in the music. |
The music was instructed only orally. There was no notation but a special “

one for the instrumental accompaniment. The author’s grandfather, Seiki Yama-

nouchi, who was a court musician, began to make a special notation of songs;.
After the abolition of clans, this work was continued by him at his own expen-
se.' The author studied music under the dierection of his grandfather and has
made a new- notation of European type based on the former notation of his grand-
father.  Fortunately the manuscripts of these notations have not been lost in the
World War. This encouraged him to publish the notations in order to contri -
bute to the study of the world music.

Three hundred compositions, old and new, have been <collected. Thirty -
eight pieces ‘of them are now published in this first volume. All compositions,
which the author has collected, will be published in five volumes in the near fu-
iure.  The author has been studying for a long time not only the notation but
also the theory, history, and literature of musical art of Ryikyd. The author

( intends to publish these studies in Japanese and also the English translation of

1 June 1960 é Z 5 : z '

Seihin Yamanouchi

them.




CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RYUKUAN MUSIC

In the Ryukyi Islands, as King Shoshin abandoned the policy of weapons and govery,
ed the Kingdom by cultural policy about five hundred years ago, the decorum and arg
have been respected greatly. Even as the King welcomed the chinese Missions or cqp,
gratulated the succession of the Shogunate by accomplishments, the culture and art in the
Islands developed to such a great extent that the Islands have been called as a natury]
museum. The domestic and foreign musics became a part of festivals and life of thg
people at that time and this custom still remains in the Islands.

The purpose of encduraging music by King Shoshin was to attempt to have the my.
tual friendship among the people who were brought together by the central goverment.
However, later on music has become a form of the weapon of peace policy and af,
ter the Second World War it has been given an opportunity to be introduced to the

whole world, and to contribute to the world music because it has sharp moll mode whi.’

ch is considered very rare in music and also becauce it has six modes.

The moll mode of the Islands, as it is sharp (#), has a tendency of going up where.
as that of the world is almost all flat (b) and has a tendency of going down. It has
power and passion. Therefore it may give a new line to the future of the world
music. 5

As for the kind of mode, there are six modes now used in the world music and
most of the nations are using only one or two of them. The Ryikyid Islands, whi-
ch have annexed Amami-Oshima Island with all the other islands lying in the south
of 30° North Latitude as the result of the Second World War, are using all of these.
six.  Therefore the mode of the Ryiikyil Islands can be said the epitome of that of the
world.

It is hoped that the Ryuakyd Islands will be the oasis of the pacific Ocean and that
the visitors will be charmed by the music of Ryikya. It is also hoped that the cha-
racteristic music of Ryikyd will be developed and be as a present to all the visitors to
Ryakya.

INTRODUCTION

Amony the various musical instruments. the most important one is the Sanshin, whi-
ch is a three-stringed lute with a long stick entering into the body covered with snake
skin.  The Sanshin is so much diffused in the country that it is preserved und used in

every lhouse as a heirloom.

The Sanshin is tuned in five methods as f{ollows.
Hon- choshi I agi-chdshi
1 m

I agi-choshi I I agi-choshi I sagi-chashi
Aire 1

)1} m 1 n m I 1] ot

= =

The Sanshin music uses a scale and compass as follows:
A T Scale 8va

1 e Q. :
. 3 | 1 o fo-O — -
Compass ﬁ" P [ e e z T&Aﬁ—'—:@%
Y—g— T = % T -
s - St Y ;L - 7

— © 7 :
7 2 W oE R T i A £

A A R AL R AR 4
( Ryukyi Notation of Honchdshi)

According to my opinion, there aré six kinds of dnit of mode in the Sanshin music, Whi"
ch has the compass of the fifth, and the intervals of. the tones are as follows:

4. Ritsuin 5. Kakuys 6. Eiin

= — e}

inscription
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Methods of combinating tunings with modes are as follows:
A me 1 1 2 3

e six units of mode are com-  ,

circumscription
Thes !

pined 10

following two kinds:

Example
(gn #1)

Kuti Bushi
(T(n r‘\.b

I° 1 2 W° 1

haehi I Tonic Eiin-mode
1 H(;:cam-?— 1 % () AR Hedk

Nakarata Bushi
gtz &L

2, Honchoshi I Tonic Eiin-mode
UAMF IR . BB Mk

Kajadifu Bushi

3, Honghdshi Ryiyd-mode DHeCe - KL

AT (3) Bk B BE %

Hatuma Bushi
i 2,3 &L

4. Honchashi Ryiiryo-mode
ARF 0K B BE %

Haberugwa Bushi

5. I agichoshi Eiin-mode
2~ 3 {p— HL

1# 8 F Bk %%k

Fishi Bushi
s.L &L

6. Tagichoshi Etin-mode
D BMF BEREE

Tubaruma Bushi
s’ s 2 BV

7. llagichdshi Ryoin-mode
0| FeaKR weE

8. Il agichoshi Eiin-mode | Kanayd

| BUER ERNTTE R AL

Bushi
&L

Sorayoi
v

9. I sagi choshi Kakuy6-mode
IFr|MF )M B ik

——} Aminkurudi Bushi
HhHA{BT KL

10. sagi choshi Ritsuin-mode
WFymF (o) 8 B2 B

' -© Fundamental tonic (#£& X0 #EF)

The above mentioned notations do not represent the. absolute pitch.




CONTENTS

GUJINFU-BUSHI ( Following five pieces form a set and are performed at Me beginning of a>
musicgl nieeling. )
. Kajadifii-Bushi » teTu.s—- 5L (
. Unna-Bushi 5A% U (Fa-bushs) - - -
. Nagaihya-Bushi 4#'v:Ce 45U ( Naka-nkashi- bus/u)
. Nakagushiku- Hantame-Bushi 7n» ¢L¢ Ao — J.L(Fa buahz)
. Kuti-Bushi (T.. &L (Fa-bushi) o

DANCE BY LADIES WITH YUTSHIDAKI ( bamboo ('astanel)
6. Nakazatu-Bushi 7L 5¢s &L (Fa-bushi)

DANCE BY LADIES AT THE MOONLIGHT PARTY(I'bllomng lhree pwm’s form a sel. )
7. Nakarata- Bushki %#¢7c U ( Fa-bushs)... ..
8. Karaya-Bushi »6%— U ( Pa-bushi)
9. Shongané-Bushi Lianita— 5L ( Fa-bushi)

FAREWELL DANCE BY SINGING-GIRLS SEEING OFF LODGERS ( Following two preces

Jorm a set.)

10. Hanafa-Bushi %46~ U ( Fa-bushs)

11. Shukkwé-Bushi Lyp2¢z— &L (X7 agi-fa- buslu) 23
12. Hanafi-Bushi @-t0't uns— U ( The style of playing 6(:;3/::1; by senging- gerlsJ%

CLASSICAL DANCE BY LADIES
13. Nyufa-Bushi tzpsp 4 U ( Naka-nkashi-bushi)
14. Tsikuten-Bushi ©..¢TA U ( Nkashi-bushs)...

EXAMPLE OF MODE :
15. Aminkurudi-Bushi ®»&A4 (3T
16. Oshima Lullaby %—L3% Cab51e
17. Tubaruma- Bushi s iz &L
18. Oshima Lullaby &—L% Z8b51

&L

SONG ATTACHED TO TSIKUTEN-BUSHI (14)
19. Haitsikuten-Bushi ix2»2..¢(TA U (Fa-dbushi)

TANSI-RYU (7his helongs to the Tansi- School, which s the oldest Rywkyi music school. )
20. HAitsikuten- Bushi fzA$.-bp— 322 TA L (Fa-bushi)

SOLO SONG OF 0 AGI-CHOSHI
21. Fishi- Bushi 4.,.U %LU ( Fa-bushks) - .
22. Kkwamucha-Bushi —{pUbe— .&L,(Fa busln)

SONG OF SCENERY SKETCH ON THE JOURNEY
23. Chin-Bushi %A %LU (Fa-bushi) =
24. Nubui- Kuduchi n.xd (%% ( Haya- bushz)

FOLK-SONG OF THE YEMA ISLANDS
25. Hatoma-Bushi 11¢53% 3 ( dance music)
26. Dakidun- Bushi rcaz 5/\, 5L ( dance with beatmy drum ) o
27. Asadoya- Yunta &ag~% @A1z (Thia sony is in fashion all over Japan )

or AMAMI OSHIMA ISLANDS
FOL,K'S]())SIO sz Xrai( Puttarvkand - bushe )
28.

29 Sorayoi- Bushi &64d &L

ONG OF NAKU ISLANDS AND THE VARIF'I'IE
B s ¢ (h=C L) (dans- danee )--
o Gewd 55— (A= Co— ((sony while on a ma//u )
g N“kum}ffshn 15-¢ sl ( Sobicki, populer sony ) | o
5 :i:llz:nm — Atz — [ wilh (echuigne like s counter point.)
33.

FOL

FOR KUTU ( leny cithern )

MUSIL ( Instr -wmental ) Tachiutushi- Shigagachi 12 L325L L aih..

OBICHI
3 5. Kanayd- Bushi

COMPOSITION BY THE AUTHOR .
NF“::fi Chant for the Era of King Shéshin  Le— Laf-icw

37: Hlyamlkaclu- Bushi 0®amt L ( popular sony )

mipyr— &L

san (M agi, Solo)

38. ([nstrumental) Akebono arnelo dnyo ( Senshin nmw(‘)

NOTICE

1l .
Characters I, 1 &I show 1st, 2nd and 3rd string respectively.
Characters 0,1,2,3 &4 show open, Fore finger, Middle finger, Ring finger and Little

finger respectively.

The character T shows the tonic.
Several special marks in the notations must be understood as follows:

Left hand (~) Uchiutu (fv beat the string with finger )
(v ) Kachiutu ( pizzicalo )
(1) Kakiutu ( o play from down lo up with the reverse side of the

plectrum )

Sanshin:

Right hand

(L) Ukushijin, - (#) Tsichijin,

(2) Kaurijin,

Voice: (T ) Usijin, (7r) Shichijin,

(#) Kudamijin, (<) Atijin,
As to the tempo, there arc six names which are designated in the contents.
as follows:
Ufunkashi- bushi
Nkashi - bushi
Naka-nkashi-
Fa-bushi
Haya - bushi
Sébijchi

They are

Adagio
Adagio
Andante
Allegretto
Allegro
Presto

15 century
15-16 centuries
16-17 centuries
17 century
18 century
19 century

bushi

f.

Small nates are used for showing weak tones.
1.

. The time of (D) of Hayabichi and Sob1ch1 is (4 b)
Refer to the Ryikya Score for songs'but No i,
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2. Unna-Bushi | 3. Nagaihya-Bushi - |
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I Tonic, Eiin-mode 6. Nakazatu-Bushi
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8. Karaya -Bushi

~ D - o
Hon-chashi, II Toric, Eiin-mode ? . S U
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Delicato (%) J —s0
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| for dance ( %ﬁ@&h;:ﬁ;%);

o ME T o> *._._.

i

. Shonganeé - Bushi

Hon-chashi, Il Tonic, Eiin-mode LI AP J/l — L
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Hurrying Home (R#EFHL) =

omil prelude for dance ( 3% BE O B o 81 2 4 %)
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11. Shukkwe - Bushi

Lwo 72— S
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With sorrow of parting ( 3in% #iAT) J=63
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12. Hanafui - Bushi
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. The Style of playing Sanshin
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13. Nyufa- Bushi
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I agi-choshi, Ryoin-mode

17. Tubaruma - Bushi

Folk-song of Yéma
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20. (TansTryi)
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Hon-chdshi, I Tonic, Eiin- mode
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21. Fishi-Bushi 22. Kkwamucha - Bushi

L agi-chdshi, Eiin-mode BN v U
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24. Nubui - kuduchi

Inrepeating the latter half
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25. Hatuma - Bushi
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