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PREFACE 

Gultural materials from tke a,,,cestor were all lost and tke natu
ral beauty was de8troyed in tke fOat'. The ont1/ tkz;tg tkat remain

ed i8 tke k'nowledge of m1t8ic· elte autkor acquired . . It is kis belief 

that tke R1/ule!Juan Music can be preserved perma1tcntly only b y  

recordin!l it. Tliis p,.ompted ltim to· undertalee ". tke task oj '"e

cording tke Ryuleyuan Music. 

In Okinawa there was pnce a peaceful kingdom where the people were ig

norant of weapons. The culture and the art of the country attained a remark

able degree of development. Originality especially was exhibited in the mueic. 

The music was instructed only orally . There was no notation but a special 

one for the instrumental {lccorripaniment. The author's gt:and�ather, Seiki Yama-

nouchi, who was a court musician, began to make a special notation of songs. 

After the abolition of clans, this work was continued by him at his own expen

se. The author studied music under the dierection of his grandfather and has 

made a new· notation of European type based on the former notation of his grand 

father. Fortunately the manuscripts of these notations have not been lost in the 

World War. This encouraged him to publish the notations 1D order to contri

butc to the study of the world music. 

Three hundred compositions, old and new, have been 'Collected. Thirty -

eight pieces ·of them are now published in this first volume. All compositions, 

which the author has collected, will he vublished in five volUmes in the near fu

lure. The author has been studying for a long time not only the notation but 

also the theory , history, and literature of musical 8rt of Ryukyii. The author 

intends to publish these studies in Japanese and also tite English translation of 

them. 

1 June 1950 

Seihin Yamanouchi 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RYUKUAN MUSIC 

In the Ryiikyii Islands, as King Shoshin abandoned the policy of weapons and goverll. 
ed the Kingdom by cuIiural policy about five hundred years ago, the decorum and 8rt 
have been respected greatly. Even a� th� K in g welcomed the chinese Missions or cOil. 
gratulated the succession of the Shogunate by accomplishments, the culture and art in the 
Islands developed to such a great extent that the Islands have been called as a natural 
museum. The domestic and foreign musics became a part of festivals and life of the 
people at that time and, this custom still remain s  in the Islands. 

The purpose of encourag ing music by King Shoshin was to attempt to have the Illu. 
tual friendship among the people who were brought together by the central goverment. 
However, later on music has become a form of the weapon of peace policy and af. 
ter the Second World War it has been given an opportunity to be introduced to tbe 
whole world, and to contribute to the world music because it has sha r p  moll mode whi.' 
ch is considered very rare in music and also becauce it has six modes. 

The moll mode of' the Is lands, as it is sharp (#), has a tendency of going up where. 
as that of the world is almost all flat (�) and has a tendency of going down. It has 
power and pass ion . Therefore it may give a new line to the future of the world 
music. 

As for the kind of mode, there are six modes now used in the world music and 

most of the nations are us!ng only one or two of them. The Ryiikyu Islands, whi
ch llave annexed Amami- Osllima Island with aU the other islands lying in the south 
of 30° North Latitude as the result of the Second World War, are using all of these. 
six. Therefore the mode of the Ryiikyii Islands can be said the epitome of that of the 
world. 

It is hoped thnt the Ryiikyii Islands will be the oasis of the l'acifi
,
c Ocean and that 

the visitors will be charmed by the musi c of Ryiikyii. It is also hoped that the chao 
racteristic music of Ryiikyii will be developed and be as a present to all the visitors to 
Ryiikyii. 

INTRODUCTION 
Among the various musical instruments. the most important one is the Sanshin, whi

ch is a three-�tringcd lutc with a long stick enterin g into the body covered w i th snake 
skin. The Sanshin is so much diffused in the country that it is preserYf.d :111,( llsed in 
every house as a heirloom . The Sanshin is tuned in five methods as foIlo"s, 

Hon-choshi 
I n m 

I agi-chOshi II agi-choshi I II agi-cMshi 
I n ill r · n  ill 1 11 m 

"9- "9- " ! 
The Sanshin music uses a scale and compass as follows: 

4 
Scale 

Kje Compass I C:' f D 
" e ,\ : 0 e "9- . 

{t L. � lI!l J: '" R I Ii. /, 

ill sagi-choshi 
I D IJI 

Ii 3!fEI 

six units of mode are com-These . . 
clrcumseri p tion inscri tion 

. d in followmg two kmds: bme. 
t e ninth 

Methods of combinating tunings with modes are as 'follows: 

II nchOshi I Tonic Eiin-mode � '; 1 2 :i G) : ; d 'IF! ! ! ; 

t e eighth 

Example 
(IlIl �J) 

1. o�PJ.:r I �(6).� f4!� ;(.) .,; I!!l J: f{ :c  Ii. 1\ {; i\ 
*�) y � � � I � Y 

2 Honclloshi n Tonic Eiin-mode . �PI.:r n '8' ' � � � tk 

3 'Hon�loshi Ryiiyo -mode . *�.:r (3) 3Jl Ill' � tk 

4. HonchOshi Ryiiryo-mode 
* !Ill :r (1) � B :6t � 

5. I agichoshi Eiin-mode 
I _ Pl:r $ � .� i� 

6. n'agichOshi Eiin-mode 
, BtI�.:r � � ;&A!� 

7. n agichOshi Ryoin-mode 
U � IDAI.:r(2)B� �� 

8. I n agichOshi Eiin -mode 
I ntf; il.1l.:r � � ME il; 

9. m sagi chOshi Kakuyo-Qlode 
II r ¥ 11II.:r (5) ".11 fA! iJ.: 

10. IIsagi chOshi Ritsuin- mode 
lU r IT !III .:r (<I). � � ik 

�. (�) I 77 � .  � I 1 

�8 
2 mO 1 3 

I • e/ II e ;; Ie ;;::;;;1= :: 

. 2 n° 1 2 

II""J (-) 
I!!l J: 
�. I-

2 11° 1 I.; I,! e 
� J: It!! l-t! 

4 
• 

). .I " ,I:; i\. 
77 Y v �· i.-

mO 2 4 4 1 ; t· (M,I • 

R. :c Ii. t; i\ 
77 Y '7 j: i.-

<10 m 1 2 • 4 2 • I@i e (-, ; -
'I' I Ii, 'I:; j\ 
I ') 7 j: i.-

2 3 e:=; 2 mO 1 
e �L-

"9- (-) Ie! ( r:z J: .J: li. /, -I-; J\ 
� • • 77 7  v j: I 77 
? - 1 2 3 

mO 1 <1 • .-"j2' • J 
.:c Ji -t; �\ jL 
77 'J :;.0 j: i.-

1 2 ! e 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

The above 'mentioned notations do not represent the, absolute pitch. 

Kuti Bushi 
( "[.' ;.; L. 

Nakarata Bushi 
tt fJ> L; 1;: � L. 

Kajadifu Bushi 
fJ'l;of'L' •• J.. - �L. 

Hatuma Bushi 
11 �? i �L. 

Haberup;wii Bushi 
11 � Q ('b- �L. 

Fishi Bushi 
J..., L. �L. 

Tubaruma Bushi 
i! '",' /.1:' Q ! .1:L. 

Kan ayo Bushi 
IJ' tt .t - �L. 

Sora'yoi Bushi 
7c' (/,H' .1: f.., 

3 
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CONTENTS 

GUJINF U -BUSHI ( Following Jive pieces form a set and arc perJormed at the heg�nning 0/ 4 
m usicql meeli1fg.) 

1. Kajadifii-Bushi tJ> t;.,"[', . ..&.- .k:L (
)

Fa-huski) . . .  6, 
2. Unna -Bushi ; 11-1" £ l ( Ji'a -bf4slti ... ... ... 

8 3. Nagaihya-Bushi '''tJ;�,(}"" £l(Na1ca-nkask,i-buski)... '" ... 9 
4. Nakagushiku-Hantame-Bushi 1ttJ> ('l ( 1.1l1-t�1II) - ;; l ( Fa-busk;) 12 5. Kuti-Bushi ("C,. £l (Fa-busk;) I. 

DANCE BY LADIES WITH YUTSHIDAKI (hamhoo castanet) 
6. Nakazatu- Bushi 1ttJ'�'�':J £l (Fa-buski) '" 1'1 

DANCE BY LADIES AT TiIE MOONLIGHT PARTY(Foltowing en.ree p':eccs form a set.) 
7. Nakarata-Buslii 1tti'C)t� ;;l (Fa-husk,i)... 18 
8. Karayii- Bushi tJ> c,?- "&"l ( Ji'a -husAi) ?AI 
9. Shongane-Bushi lJ:/"tJ1a- £l (Fa-hushi) 22 

FAREWELL DANCE BY SINGING-GIRLS SEEING OFF LODGERS ( Fol101l)ing tll)O p;ecea 
form a set.) 

10. Hanafii -Bushi l.t.1t..&. - ;; l ( Fa -huski ) '" 2. 
11. Shukkwe-Bushi -lIP"? (x. - ;;l (ff agi-fa-husk1:) '" 26 
12. Hanafii-Bushi Ii - 1,0:1, !:t.1t..&.- .£ l ( Tlte style of pJaying Smzsh.in by sblflt'1lg- girh''lI 

CLASSICAL DANCE BY LADIES 
13. Nyufa-Bushi I:IP"&''''' ;; l (Naka-nkashi-bushi) 
14. Tsikuten -Bushi "?,. ("C II- � l ( Nlcashi -husk; ) ... 

EXAMPLE- OF MODE 
15. Aminkurudi -Bushi I> holl- ( .;, "C',. .£ l 
16. Oshima �ullaby t,; - l i .: � � j t� 
17. Tubaruma - Bushi � ':J 11'';'; "'l 
18. Oshima Lullaby �. - l! .: � � j t" 

SONG ATTACHED TO TSIKUTEN.BUSHI (14) 
19. Haitsikuten-Bushi 1.11.:1 "?" ( "C II- .£ l (Fa-hushi) 

TANSi -R YiJ ('{'kis helongs 10 the Ta1tsi-Sch,ool. which is the oldest Ryukyii mUS1:C IJchool.) 
20. Hl'titsikuten - Bushi t" 11-1',.- �\JI- 1.11.J"?,.( "C II- .£ l ( Fu,-hus/li) 

SOLO SONG OF n AGI-CHQSHI 
21. Fishi- Bushi ..&.,.l �l (Fa-hu.sk,i) 
22. Kkw8mucha-Bushi ?(...,lJ1,.,- �l(Fa-buski) 

SONG OF SCENERY SKETCH ON THE JOURNEY 
23. Chin-Bushi 1,11- -"l (Fa-bteski) 
24. Nubui - Kuduchi . f.Ud'J < ;!'':J 1, ( Haya -hushi ) 

FOLK-SONG OF THE YEMA ISLANDS 
25. Hatuma -Bushi 1.1 I! '5 ;1 ;.r l (datlce ttt118ic) 
26, Dakidun - Bushi ti � ;!'511- .£ l ( dtUlc(l ,oitA beating drut" ) 
27. Asadoya- Yunta I>�I!'-� .�II-t" (Tltia aong £s infaltM01t allover Japan.) 

28 
30 

33 
33 
34 
34 

36 

G OF AMAMI OS lJ IMA I SLAND S 

FOLl'�-SON 
_ l ,,: :'$/" ('1'lI,tt([.rukani ·lJUshi) , Doll 1:;1- (" .. l' 28. . Bushi � C,.t!J ,;; l 

29. Sorayol-

G OF NAKU ISLANDS .AND THE VAJUETfES 
f' LJ( - SON 4'l >(� (. (oI.� _ ( _"' l) (jJia:M- (I.(ll/.(·e ) .•• 

:to. Ayagu " _ , . _ (/vI: _ ('t)- ( /10111/ '/chit/l 01t a ?oat/.; ) 
r·rkun lllg w n ... 

) 31. � h � It - ( .M L- ( Sob'icki, pOJiu tttl' IJ{J 11./1 .•• ...
. 

• . . 
32. Nakll- B�s 

I. _ ( /. I: _ (11);IIi. ft'(!/�ltiIJIMl like tM c{J?/,nl-(l" POUt!.) 
:Jlt Nlikunnl '''' " 

. FOR KUTU ( lOll!! either1/.! , . . MU;�� ( Instrumental) Tachiutuslu- Shlgagachl 

SOB[CHI 
h' tJ> Tt j - J.; l �5. Kanayo - Bus 1 

tz. t) j -::? l 

MPOSITION BY THE AUTHOR . NEW C�hnnt (or the Era of King Shoshin ll-; l/"f!'-t��· 
36. 

. mikachi- Bushi (}�hof"1, -"l (poj11tLr.llr MHllf) . 
37. H!!8t e tllt) Ak ebon o ;"/v�'((J) Mtli'(I) (S(�Jt8ItJJl. 38. (,,?US 'Tum 1£ 

NOTICE 

�/"tJ> ( n fl.fJi. Solo) 

5 

' .. 46 
... 47 

... 48 
. .. 49 
'" 49 
.. , 50 

.. ' 52 

... 52 

.. , 54 
56 

... 57 

Ch t I IT & ill show 1st .2nd llnd 3 rd string respectively. 

1. Ch
arac ers 

0' 1 2 3 & 4 sh()� o}) cn Fore finge;, Middle finger, Ring finger and Little 
2. aracters .,. " 

finger respectively. . 
3. The character T shows the tomc. 

. . 

4. Several specilll marks in the notations must be u �ders�
l
�o

J

d 
.. as

, 
f
)

ollows. 

Sanshin: Left hand ( , ) Uchiutu (to beat tIle strUifl 1JJZ (I, t1t,qtr 
( v ) Kachiutu ( pizzic ato ) 

. 
. 

Right hand (l) Kakiutu ( to pia!} from rimo'll to lip wtlh flUi reverse auw of tlte 
plectmm ) 

Voice: (T) Us ijin , (If) Shichijin, (.L) Ukushijin, (-") Tsichijin, 
( , ) Kudamijin, (-<) Atijin , ( ,) Kurijin, 

5. As to the tempo, there are six names which are designated in the contents. 
as follows: 

Ufunkashi- bus hi 
Nkashi - bnshi 
Naka-nkashi- bushi 
Fa -bushi 
lIara - bllshi 

ollich i 

15 century 
15 -16 centuries 
.16 ·17 centuries 
17 century 
18 century 
19 century 

Adagio 
Adagio 
Andante 
Allegretto 
Allegro 
Presto 

fl. mall note!! nrc used (01' showing weak tone,s. 
7. The time of (.I>JU of Hayabichi and Sobichi is 

Meter to the Ryiikyii Score for 9·ongs but 'No. 1. 

They are 
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Hon-choshi, Ryiiyo-mode· 
* PI T Jjl II fi iJ; 

1. Kajadifu-Bushi 
:b' 1;�-e,,\.J,- .J� G 

In congratulating Mind (i1 ... .. a:: ::�-C) J = 72 
Voice 

Pit 

I 

Ki yu--+_ 
.& � nU_ 

� 
Saoshio 

;:! 11 
I 

-------+--ku _____ --+_ 
< 

------ ya---+----

, .....-.... 

� 

ra __ sha _-;--_ ____ _ 
G L� 

na_ wu_-+-_ 
1;( �'j 

ni ___ ja 
t: � 

---------i-- na-' _ ta_-I-____ _ ti ---jr-----
-Cit> 1t t::. 

yi --- ru ---t---------I---
� � 

" 

-I_� . 
-� I -"1 - r I 

ru II � 
-

� 
� • I I -
't 

II . 
Ie' . 

r. _I -
nu - � 

� 
ti- 1 I 'I 

II .-!!!JI 

� . 
�� U . � l----�4 gu tu 

<: C'i 
II " 

'tJ • � .. • -

� 11 • 
. . . It) --J ""-../ '--"'-./ -- '-v -

ha_ ri tsi __ bu 
Ii �" I), ,?". � 

It) 

d. � - .. 

, ------- "-' �-
m_ ha , mi. 

t ' � Ii 1t 

� 

� 112. 
· � · 

� 
� · 

· 

,. ... I • I 

7 
� . . 

I r I .... 1 r 
ha __ na 
.-± � 

..... .... 

I I • • 

. 
'" I r ... ,. 

tsi __ yu_ I-- cha ta� 
� "t:>� t::. . '?". 

I 

� - :.. 
. 

'-" - � """'V I 
yo 11 _ 1U.�(_) 
:;1 :,..- -r 

• 

. . 
. . '.: � - '--' 

di wu . 
-c'1t> �'j 

" " 

• • • - I 

'" 
. 

� . � \ .. ' .. nu 
jQ 

• .' 

I 

I r 
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Hon�choshi, Ryiiyo - mode 
;.$: ifIl .:r  � W � i1; 

2. Unna-Bushi 
oj Iv 1� .l� l 

Gra�efully ( »it 11 L <.) J = 72 
Voice 

p� 

Sallshin 
_ .iii! 

n � l'i 
9 

ma 1 

1 

lJo"-
3 

1/0-3 

U n 
? Iv Ku yi < h 

chi __ ji 
� [, chi -_ ji � [, 

na ___ ma � ________ _ 

1j: i shi _ nu -+-____ � __ _ 

L � 

.nu ___ ¥l 
ya --� 

ni f:' nu � 

fe ... ;�� 
ne :tl 

r Omil for dal1.Cl' amI 81!r1'r,� j1()fJm 

lOll. ____ -1--_ ta -- chu -1-______ __ 

7» t:: __ �11)) 

---1-------- mi -1------------1-- SU yn su ya 
Jr A �  A � 

DO 

.L4. 

, 

l 
� 

.! roo- --
-..::::: 

3. 

Grave Ott lfi �) � = 50 
"" 

II u 2 II 4 4 0 
,., 1 , n� , m 

� 'I .. I 1 I 

" 
T T 

2 , 

1 

Ja t-!. 

<9-

f= �- -...... 

ki & 

• 

9 

� 
· . 
· 

� -
Tu ri nu c.:, I) � 

· 
· 

-. � 

, 

--�-----------------+----yi ----------- I 
* 

, 

, 

-:- ---... I 

I 

, 

, 

n-- zo--:.; 'i , 

--, 

, 
I t 

� " , 

�. ... 

-51-



ya 
� 

yi----------�--------* 

u cha ��----__ � oj �� 

n _ zo---+"--_____ _ 
;/ '.i rni __ �--------� 

Jf. 

Ei--------+-----------* , 

yu --I-------t-----� 

d-c -;: Ill!: --
111M"" J----ItT 

0- -.-. 
� '-t .-

... 

-t si 
<b -tit>. Wata 
;h t:.. 

. � 
� rt - -J�-9""-...-u --;-- �u -

It 

""'tT ... 
It 

It -

� 

'., .. -

.LA. JL 

� 0:-.. ' 

- , 

.. 

l--�" .. I" 

wu 
"},./ 

wu , "}'" 

4 .. 
-

- -yo 
3 ni 
I'C. 

� 

11 

---: ..... "" "'-'" ""---" di -Cit> rna i 

- .. 

.. -
. 

'-" -.. ' -........... � ---..-
cha 

, �'<" ga , , ,;; 
.. 

. 
'-" ""* f""" "" '-"" '---""' n_ zo-- ga __ :--- '/ . -/J� 

n- zo-- yo -_ 
;/ 'f 3 , 

-

II -� "-�f-� .$1-' .. � 'a .it. . "}7 , , 
.., .. -e- 6- .. .. 

It � � 

I: _. 

-.... , 
'-"--.J-...:.,/ .. ' .......... � v-.... v,---"", -yu ru 

t! �. � 
- .. 

, (. 
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4. Nakagushiku - hantame - BU'shi 
1;. iJ- (+ i., ( 11. Iv 1� 'II) - ..J� i., 

Hon-choshi, Ryuyo- mode 
*' Pl =J- J)l II ·  t&! tk 

Voice 
PI'! 

San shin 
:::. fJI 

Joyfully ( ak lJ.r-� tl L) J = 72 

o 

1 t 

chu --t------
?� 

ru _-1--'-
Q. 

t 

ma __ � __ zi ____ �-
"i --;:r", 

ha __ 

I't 

yu ___ _ 

� 

ti ___ --+_ tsi __ _ ri ___ -+ _______ --

-c .... ?'" I) 

� I� W- ri_ SIll 
A I) 

2 � a;r.: tt: 

1\ -.. 

Ie; � .... � 
tu 
c.� 

Ji. t 

, • 4 

.JJi 

" --

ya _ 
� 

.Jl 
.. 

tL4.. ""'" 

II ---
- a 

I> 

� 

13 
. 

. --.' .J �. "'--" -.;:::., ....... 
f- ha na __ uu mu 

'i t;;. M:l. tJ 

� -

-

;!'"' "'"-i./ 
wa u __ 

;h Iv 
, 

• ... I 

-
. . 

I - ..... ,. 
shi ra n 
L 0 Iv 

-

I .. I I 

. 
'- --- "--' 

InU nu ___ · tJ >h 

. . 

• £ 
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Honchoshi, Eiin- mode, I T. 
* fiMl :r � � MEikI1r 

5. Kuti - Bushi < LV> J� G 

Sanshin 
�'kil! 

Voice 
PJ! 

Sanshin 
'=f4l 

Prelude for dance (�UiO)�O)�fifi-¥.) 
4 � 

t 

With blessing (#¥ a:-KUrQ L) J = 72 

T T .1 

� f 

� .. 

wa ____ ��------__ b na-,� ____________ _ 'tt 

0- '77 
WU. 

1II '7" 1 2 

Tr lr 1r,.-...",�=============== ___ _ 

ru 
� 
tu 

3 C� n 2 

II�--
-r "-v rna 

---- -;: ne ---- ;tJ. 

� 
. 

I.�- I 

-
'- . . - I, ,. I re "'-""---" 

" va - 1 -¥ 
i yo, - -1 1� 

II 

" I 

�A II. 

I' .. ' -'-V'--" ka wa ru 11' ;h 6 
Ii .. 

I, - I 

.J..1L -

I' . 
,.,.. ,. -

ha Ii � 
ft 
It] 

� I' - ,.  I 'na i<L ku ri "'? r;. 

�, 
< !J 

.. 

15 .A - -

I ,. -r �"-r'" tsi nu _ 
'?1,.. � 
sa rni_ 
� J,.. 

� 

I I -

:> 

- -- -. .. -
.vi ya- wa n zo !1a - UO--
-'f -¥ '7 y ./ "!l 3 
y;. ya,- U'o, n zo go, - go-
4- -t- '1 y -/ tr 3 

, 
. . 

.. -

X 112. . . . 
�'-" ... ---.. .7 -

ku_ I tsi _ - n ___ 

< \' -:>", Iv 

. . 
r ,. I ,. '-1-"'-' 

ru Hi ga. 
6 � -t-

.. i 
I -

, (. -. 
- , ,..' I - - I -

• ba 
Ii' 

I I I 
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.L1l ::::IiI ::> 

fiT r '" � 
(L lUi shu ra yo 7 .){ -:/:."".1. '7 3 

_ Il , 

�. I 

� _/\ ::...... . 
tJ r - - '" I 

rna i 
Il 

,t) I I r 

Lit � 

. t.J '-" r r r r 
_ ru j,'1/ 1/i 

r 
u ri_ 8lt _ 

II � 7 4- ry 9 11-

\� r • I 

.J1l ::>-

. 'tJ' . ' 
1Itt' anura 

"- � 
� 

ja 11, _ :/,1 '7 f- JUt 
_ 

!fa 
11 -n. /' -)- 3 

,t! , • I . 

1...t1 T � 

, tJ . .  ' >= V .�il mt' 8hll_ r r-
11- � 

'-- 1'a ?fO PI! '!fl' 
..it v� .... '7 3 7 4-

ItT • I .. 

r 

I 

� 

... - i 
�� 

" , 

I 

. 

-'--V ru _ � � 

::>-

� 

-, 

mi ___ 1t?fa_ 
� - � 

I 

. 
� Ita -" -, 

� 

. 

u ri 
ry 9 

!Ii 
4-

-

,� 
I 

�� du _ c!:'? 

"'<-

�I 

-
. ' � sa � 

§:3 • � 

1\ 
" 

�-
sa 
11-

, 
1M 

. � 

7 .... 
ya I' ri 
� '7 � 

Melli, n Tonic, Eiin-mode 
}loll-C"... + n 1'; � � iii! ik 
� II"  

' 
6. Nakazatu -Bushi 

JI'I� 

It .4J.. •• t;,I •• CJ C�l 'ki 
II» � 

ItT • -. CJ . -.. 
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11. Shukkwe - Bushi 
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