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What if Americans leave Okinawa?ii'i 

Alan Band Associate. 

Who'll buy 
my onions? 

An onion seller displays his wares at a mar
ket place in Dubai, largest town on the Tru· 
cial Coast, on the Persian Gulf. Dubai is one 
of seven independent sheikdoms known as 
the Trudal States, which lie on the east 
coast of the Arabian Peninsula. They have 
special treaty relations with Britain. 

By Charlotte Saikowskl 
Staff correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor 

Naha, Okinawa 

Okina wans would be delighted if the 
Americans no longer controlled their island. 
But what, they ask themselves, would hap
pen to their livelihood if the United States 
packed up its gear and went home? 

Okina wan leaders now are searching for 
answers to 'this harsh problem. For the fact 
is that under benevolent American rule, 
Okinawa has beerJ transformed from a 
sleepy backwater into a prospering little 
island. 

Japanese Premier Eisaku Sato now reo 
portedly will urge the United States to make 
definite proposals for the return of the island 
to Japanese control. The Premier will nieet • 

President Johnson in Washington next week. 
Once the poorest prefecture of Japan, 

Okinawa today hums with activity. Two
thirds of its 812,000 people have crowded into 
the southern half, of the island, jamming 
their tile-roofed homes against the scores 
of well-manicured military installations. The 
growing towns bristle with new shops, 
banks, and offices. Department stores bulge 
with foreign goods. 

Boomtown flavor 
Nowhere is the American·Okinawan blend 

more visible than alQng congested Highway 
No.1, where the eye is assaulted by a giddy 
jumble of launQries, junkyards, iUl'Diture 
stores, restaurants, hotels, and auto salons. 
Motley hand-lettered signs add a kind a 

Premier Eisaku Sato 
• . •  is expected to ask President Johnson 
next week for a definite timetable for the 
return of Okinawa to Jap.anese control. 

boomtown flavor: We' buy refrigerator , 
Foremost Dairies, Beauty Shop Swan. 

One also sees such familiar names as 
Ford, Toyota, Mitsubishi, and Caltex. 

Some 50,000 Ryukyuans work directly far 
the American military establishment, and 
the "spinoff" to all segments of the popula
tion has b-een enOl'mol,ls. Per capita income 
has risen from $119 before the war to $460 
today-a high figure by Asian standards. 
More than half of all households have televi· 
sion, 40 percent have radios, 18 percent reo 

frigerators, and 13 percent washing ma
chines. 

Education pushed. 
Life expectancy has reached the same 

level as in Japan. Education is compulsory 
illrough the ninth grade now, and the num· 
ber of students has doubled over prewar 
times. Since the war, too, four universities 
have been established, the leading Universj· 
ty of the Ryukyus now bO;lsting some �,500 
students. 

Most important, perhaps, Okinawans are 
learning n' ew managerial skills in industry 
and government. 

With the economic indicators all point· 
ing upward, soberminded Okinawans are 
taking a hard look at ,the problem oire-vel'· 
sion. They face tbe blunt fact tha·t 50 pellcent 
01 the island's gross national product is gen· 
erat�d by the United States (orces. 

Okinawa's trade figures tell the story. Last 
year exports amounted to $79 million while 
imports totaled a whopping $268 million. 
Ea1'nings irom the military base made tip 
the difference. 

A prominent Okinawan economist recently 
forecast these results if the American base 
were withdrawn: 

Incomes Would drop 50 percent; 
Some 100,000 workers would be laid off; 
o!apane..se' industry would mvade local 

businesses; 
Some 5,600 government employees would 

lose their jobs because they could not meet 
Japanese quali6cations. 

Lonely Yemen struggles to regain footing 

Adding to the economic dilemma is the 
stark fact that Okinawa is a rocky, typhoon· 
ridden island with no na tural resources such 
as oil or coal. Its primary industries are 
sugar and pineapple, which account for 80 
percent of its exports. But these survive 
only because heavily subsidized by Japan. 

One of the island's leading busjnessmen; 
an Okinawa,n, suggests that after reversi(')O 

By John K. Cooley 
Staff con'espondent of 

The Christian Science Monitor 
Cairo 

"Arabia," wrote British author and ad
venturer T. E. Lawrence, "should be at 
leisure to fight out its own fatal and com
plex destiny." 

At Arabia's southwestern corner, between 
the barren volcanic rocks of Aden and the 
high green valleys of Yemen, foreigners 
are taking Lawrence's advice at last. 

Since the Arab-Israeli war last June for
eign involvement in both the ancient land 
of Yemen and the new state of South Arabia, 
now being born in strife, has been receding. 

Britons first came, permanently to Aden 
with Captain Haines of the East India Com· 
pany in 1839. They will be leaving perma
nently within a few days, 

The South Arabia they leave behind them, 
60,000 square miles and a million people, 
will be the 14th state to 'enter the Arab 
family of nations. 

Rulers disappear 
Of all 14 it seems the least prepared for 

bia and the end of the latest Egyptian ven
ture in Yemen (there have been seven in 
the last century) are a direct result of last 
June's Arab-Israeli war. 

President Nasser and King Faisal of 
Saudi Arabia both decided during the 
Khartoum Arab summit conference at the 
end of August that the war emergency with 
Israel made it time to end foreign inter· 
vention in Yemen. 

Regime SllPl}Orted -
Since 1962 Egypt's troops had backed the 

rudimentary republlca,n regime of Presi
dent Abdullah a1.8a11al, a blacksmith's son, 
turned soldier. Now they are urgently 
needed to defend Egypt in the perilous and 
continuing confrontation with Israel. 

Mr. Iryani and his colleagues in the new 
government, like Mohammed Nouman and 
Lt. Gen. Hassan· al-Amri, at first had served 
the new republic too. But they fell out with 
Marshal al-Sallal because of his narrow 
views and his overwhelming dependence on 
Egypt. 

The new rulers in Sanaa, Yemen's lovely 
mountain capital, have set themselves the 
task of making peace with the royalists and 
healing divisions in their own ranks. This 
will be easier, they -reckon , without foreign 
interference. They seem disposed to dispense 

, with Lh-e help of an Arab conciliation com
mission, composed of Sudanese, Iraqi, and 
Moroccan members, set up by the Khartoum 
conference. 

Britain in its turn has cut its imperial Goal's history traced , commitments east of Suez all the faster 
since June. London now seeks a new accom- It is no acoident- that one of the first posts 
modation with the Arabs by repairing its filled in the new Sanaa govcrnm nt was tbat 
ruptured ties with Egypt. of the ministry of South Arabian affail·s. 

Egyptian resources, sorely taxed by a five- 'Union or federation between South Arabia 
year effort to hold and modernize the Yem- and Yemen bas beeh a goal of Arab govern-
eni Arab Republic, are all needed at home. mellts, never fully: r�aJized, since far back" 

King Faisal has stopped supporting the in the centuries of Turldsh domination thai: 
deposed Iman of Yemen whose::......1f� o�ll'.!:! o�
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cruited its followers largely from the back Japan may not continue to buy expensive 
country of South .Arabia-the \Vi.ld Radfan Okinawan sugar. 
:(\.fountains where the anti.British revolution He sees little prospect for development of 
began in 1962: in Baihan, Lahej, and many the tourist or other local industries and 
of the other 14 tribal states along the South warns that, if the American base goes, com· 
Arabian coast. It is too, eaJlly tp tell wno will mercial activity will taper off and the now· 
w'in the incipient civil war between FLOSY thriving towns will become "ghost towns." 
and the NLF though the latter seems to have 
superior numbers' and force. Answers sought 

If mediation efforts and peace ta1ks spon. Half the island's po�uletion, he says-and 
sored bere by Egypt succeed, the rival high Ryukyuan Government officials agree-
groups may yet turn their energies from may be forced to emigrate. 
fighting . each other to uniting; the !ormid. In fact, Seiho Matsuoka, the Ryukyuan 
able task of developing their country. Government's Chief Executive and a stanch 

Yemen counts on the continuing aid of the "reversionist," recently visited Latin 
Soviet Ul1iQ)l. With. Communil5t China and, America and urged governments to accept 
belol'l:! last May, the United St/ites, the So- more Okinawans. 
viets We..l'e its main be)1eiactors. But the un. In a private interview here, Mr. Matsuo· 
balanced economy 01 South Arabia is pres- ka stressed that the Ryukyuan Government 
enUy celiain of nothing. now is seeking answers to these economic 

questions. He also voiced concern that Oki· 
Aid offered nawa's per capita income is still far below 

Ea,l'lier this year Britain offered South that of Japan (now $900) and he believes 
Arabia about $116 million in military and Japan as well as the United States should 
�30 milUon in civilian aid for the three help narrow that gap. 
yeat'S uritil1971. What some Okinawans fear is that Ja-

The NLF has called, this acceptable "with. 
pan, after reversion, will once again neglect 

Ollt :>n'll "t.-;""" 1O'T I"\C'''T 1..... �c ___ the Rvukvl bl:ml'h: in f"UnT' nf in .. h"""". 
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Naha, Okinawa 

Okinawans would be delighted if the 
Americans no longer controlled their island. 
But what, they ask themselves, would hap
pen to their livelihood if the United States 
packed up its gear and went home? 

Okinawan leaders now are searching for 
answers to this harsh problem. For the fact 
is that under benevolent American rule, 
Okinawa has been transformed from a 
sleepy backwater into a prospering little 
island. 

Japanese Premier Eisaku Sato now re
portedly will urge the United States to make 
definite proposals for the return of the island 
to Japanese control . The Premier will meet 

President Johnson in Washington next week. 
Once the poorest prefecture of Japan, 

Okinawa today hums with a-e livIly. Two
thirds of its 812,000 people have crowded into 
the southern half of the island, jamming 
their tile-roofed homes against the scores 
of well-manicured military installations. The 
growing towns bristle with new shops, 
banks. and offices. Department stores bulge 
with foreign goods. 

Boomtown flavor 
Nowhere is the American-Okinawan blend 

more visible than along congested Highway 
No. 1, where the-eye is assaulted by a giddy 
jumble of laundries, junk;yards. furniture 
stores, restaurants, hotels, and auto salons. 
Motley hand-lettered signs add a kind a 

Associated Pres. Wirephoto 

Premier Eisaku Sato 
• . .  ls eX{Jected to ask President Johnson 
next week for a definite timetable for the 
return of Okinawa to Jap

.
anese control. 

boomtown flavor: We' buy refrigerator, 
Foremost Dairies, Beauty Shop Swan. 

One also sees such familiar names as 
Ford, Toyota, Mitsubishi, and Caltex. 

Some 50,000 Ryukyuans work 4ir�ctly for 
the American military establishment, and 
the "spinoft'" to all segments of the popula 
tiOI1- has be'en enc>rJilJi)Us. Per capita' income 
has risen from $119 before the war to $460 
today-a high :Qgure by Asian standard�. 
More th� llaJf of all households have televi
sion, 40 percent h�ve radios, 18 percent re-
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Mr, Iryani and his colleagues in the new 
government, like Mohammed Nouman and 
Lt. Gen. Hassan· al-Amri, at first had served 
the new republic too. But they fell out with 
Marshal al-Sallal because of his narrow 
views and his overwhelming dependence on 
Egypt. 

The new rulers in Sanaa, Yemen's lovely 
mountain capital, have set themselves the 
task of making peace with the royalists and 
healing divisions in their own ranks. This 
will be easier, they reckon, without foreign 
interfel·ence. They seem disposed to dispense 
with the help of an Arab conciliation com
mission, composed of Sudanese, Iraqi. and 
Moroccan members, set up by the Khartoum 
conference. 

cruited its followers largely from the back 
country of Sou� .A.l'Clpia-the wild Radian 
Mountains \!{here the anti-British reVolutiOn 
began in· 1962: in BaihaD, Laliej� and. many 
of the other 14 ·tribal states along the Soutb 
Arabian coast. It is tpo early to t�ll who will 
win the incipient civil war betwe� FLOSY 
and the NLF though the latter seems to have 
superior numbers' and force. 

l! mediation efforts and peace talks spon
sored here by Egypt succeed, the rival 
groups may yet turn' their e.rf�rgies {1'Om 
fighting each other to uniting in the for mid
a ble task o! developing their country. 

Yemen counts on the continuing aid of the 
Soviet Ullion. With Communist China and, 
betor� last l\'lay, the United States, the So
viets were its main benefactors. But the un-

, , . balanced economy of South Arabia is pres-Goal IS history traced 
p.ntly certain of nothing. 

It is no accident that one of the first posts 
filled in the new Sanaa governmr.nt was that Aid offered 
of the ministry .of South Arabian affair�. Earlier this year Britain offered South Union or federatIon between South Arabia 

Arabia aboul $116 million in military and and Yemen has been a goal of Al-ab govern- sao million in civilian aid for the three 
ments, never

. 
lully reali�ed, sin�e far back years until 1911c, . in the centurles of 'furkish dommation that The NLF has called this acceptable "WIth-ended during World War I. out any strings." FLOSY has not made its 

The battling South Arabian groups, whose position clear. Egypt, unable to �on.tribu�e initials are NLF and FLOSY, both call itself, apparently hopes that Bntal� WIll 
themselves I<lr lor. the l.i�ati!)n of oc- {oot the .bill without i.mposing conditIons. cupjeQ, it � -. ... . 

. ��.-m-.. .axul Souib. . .AJ::abiafa.::e P�Clb-�;m-n' a n. lems generated b7 the departure ot the Liberation Front F) of Qahtan ShaabI, free-spending foreign military iorc�s. These a tough former agricultural technician who suppol1:ed a large trader class. knows as much about guns as he does about In South Arabia the British military and cotton, and the FLOSY politician Abdel theh' families spent about S50 million each Kawe� Makawee, and intellectual t�ade year. Nea.rly. 100,000 people supported by unionIst Abdullah a. l-Asnag 
.
seem to differ heads of families e.'mployed with the, British in the degree of their commitment to brmg iorces are w.ithout work. South Arabia into a greater Yemen of the Aden's fame as a tax-free .shopping c.enter future. now is in serious �oubt. Its Jewish and 

Migrants predominate 
FLOSY's partisans are mainly Yemeni 

migl'ants. They sought a better living in tbe 
bustling modern port o[ Aden. Most have' 
family and religious ties in Yemen_ 

The NLF looks less toward Yemen. It re-

Indian mercbants ha·ve packed their bags. 
The British Pi;!troleum Company's big oil 
refi,Dery, which Egypt hopes can replace 
the refinery capacity, destroyed by Israel in 
the shelling ol Suez Oct. 24, is itself physi
cally threat.ened Qy the present violence in Aden. 

frigerators, and 13 percent washing ma-
chines. 

. 

Education pushed 
Life expectancy has r�ached the .Same 

level as in Ja,pan. Education is compulsory 
through the ninth grC!..de �CiW, and the num
ber of studenfs ha.s doubled over prewar 
times. Since the war, too, four �ver�ities 
have been established, the leading Universi
ty of the Ryukyus now boasting some 2,500 
students. 

Most important, perhaps, Okinawans are 
learning Df!wmanagerial skills in industry 
and .government. 

With the ecoIiopllc indicators all point
ing upward, saberminded Okinawans are 
taking a hard look at the problem of rever
sion. Tbey face toe blunt fact that 50 percen·t 
of the island's gross national product is g�n
erated by the United States forces_ 

Okinawa's trade figures tell the ,story. Last 
year eA'Ports amounted to $79 million while 
imports totaled a whopping $268 million. 
Earnings from the militazr,y base made tip 
the difference. 

A prominent Okinawan economist recently 
forecast these results if the American base 
were withdrawn: 

Incomes would drojl 50 percent; 
Some 100,000 workers would be laid off; 
J apan�e- industl'Y would invade local 

businesses; 
Som� 5,600 ,government employees would 

lose their jobs because they could not meet 
.rapan�-se qualifications. 

Adding to the economic dilemma is the 
stark fact that Okinawa is a rocky, typhoon
ridden island with no natural resources such 
as oil or coal. Its primary industries are 
sugar and pineapple, which account for 80 
percent of its exports. But these survive 
only because heavily subsidi2ed by Japan. 

One of the island's leading businessmen, 
an Okinawan, suggests that a.fter reversion 
Japan may not continue to buy expensive 
Okinawan sugar. 

He sees little prospect for development of 
the tourist or other local industries and 
warns that, if the American base goes, com� 
mercial activity will taper off and the now
thriving towns will become " ghost towns." 

Answers sought 
Half the island 's popUlation, he says-and 

high Ryukyuan Government officials agree
may be iorced to emigrate. 

In fact, Seiho Matsuoka, the Ryukyuan 
Government's Chief Executive and a stanch 
"reversionist," recently vfsited Latin 
America and urged governments to accept 
more Okinawans. 

In a private interview here, Mr. Matsuo
ka stressed that the Ryukyuan Government 
now is seeking answers to these economic 
questions. He also voiced concern that Oki
nawa's per capita income is still far below 
that of Japan (now $900) and he believes 
Japan as well as the United States should 
help narrow that gap. 

What some Okinawans fear is that Ja
pan, after reversion, will once again neglect 
the Ryukyu Islands in favor of the home
land's economic interests. 

They urge that now, while the Americans 
are still in controt, Japan be pressed to 
give mo'Ce aid tit is &iving $28 million this 
fUcal year). . - - - ---- .-"'" 

They also want Japan to work out long
range economic plans that will enable Oki
nawa to revert back to its former status 
without painful dislocations. 

"Japan owes us at least that much," 
commented an Okinawa shopkeeper. 

Suharto to visit France 
By Reuters 

Paris 
Indonesian leader General Suharto is ex

pected to visit France early in 1968 on his 
first trip abroad sincel becoming head of 
state. No exact date ha's been fixed for the 
visit. 
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PASSMAN PAYS VISIT 
R..-.latl.,. Otto E. PCIaIDCIn. Q key .. on � 

U.s. fore9t aid progrGIR. IIICIde Q two-day visit to 
0Idnawa �y. Durlng,hb..taort stay. ras.-.. who 
is ct.aInHn of the S1i1lca ..... ttee of foreign operations
of the House Appropr� c:o..mHtee Yishd VarIous 
fadl ... and � with rcRdag U.S. and Ryu
kyuan officials. Great � Is focUaed on the ....... 
of his tour for' �_ aid to theJtyukyus is preIIIIdIy 
under consideralton. 
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VISIT BY REQUEST 
Shoyu Funakoshi, as chairman of 

the recently established Okinawa Eco
nomic Center. has become one of the 
key figures in the""economic develop
ment of Okinawa. 

' 
Formerly chief of 

the Economic Bureau of the Legislative 
Government, his first venture in busi
ness was reorganizing the Okinawa 
Flour Manufacturing Co. The OFM 
is today rated among the most stable 
firms in the island. Besides being 
president of the OFM. Funakoshi holds 
responsible posts within the Ryukyu 
and Naha Chamber of Commerce and -
Industry. 
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CARA WAY VISITS SONY 
During his three-day visit to Japan recently, 

Lt. Gen. Paul W. Caraway, U.S. High Commissioner 
for the Ryukyus, took time off to inspect the 
facilities of the fame Sony Corporation. Guided 
by Masaru Ibuka, president of Sony, he made a 
detailed survey of the various production proces
ses of the transistor radio and micro-TV. He 
rated Sony, which exports its products to some 70 
countries No. 1 in the world. 
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u�s. to Give Back Land From Okinawa Bases 
6 _20 '19 

By JAMES STERNGOLD 
Special to The New York l- imes 

TOKYO, June 19 - The United 
States and Japan announced today that 
the American military had agreed to 
return about 4 percent of the land from 
its base installations on the southern 
Japanese tsland of Okinawa, in a long
awaited move thal appears likely to 
leave the strong,y, anti-military resi
dents of Oklnawa unsatisfied. 

After two · years of negotiations, 
prompted by an emotional appeal from 
the Governor of· Okinawa in April 1988; 
the United States agreed to return a 
IiUe inbte than 2,000 acres, about 4 per
cent of ,tM- land it has occupied since 
taking the:islands after a bloody battle 
in the closing months of World War II. 

The United States military has 
agreed to return about 2.000 acres 
on Okinawa to ci\Jilian use. 

The 2,000 acres was far less land than 
the Okinawans had sought. 

The parcels to be returned are 
spread over 23 sites, and range from a 
smattering of antenna locations to a 
golf course and an ocean-side site that 
the Okinawa government has said it 
wants to develop as a resort to invigo
rate the local economy. 

The United States formally returned 
control over Okinawa and some neigh
boring islands to the Japanese Govern
ment in- 1 972, but still keeps bases on 
about 20 percent of its land, much of it 
in prUne locations. Some other parcels 
were returned in 1980. 

Plan 'Is Not Sufficient' 

Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu is 
scheduled to visit Okinawa Saturday 
for a memorial service to those who 
fell in the battle. Saturday is also the 
30th anniversary of the security treaty 
that has governed America's long and 
sometimes difficult military involve· 
ment in Japan. 

The announcement today thus ap
peared to have been timed to smooth 
his visit, which could be tense because 
of resentment among many Okinawans 

, over the less-developed state of the 
, local economy and what is perceived to 

be Japanese condescension toward the 
islanders. In a recent poll, 61 percent of 
the Okinawans asked were opposed to 
the American presence, for which 
many islanders blame the Government 
in Tokyo. 

"From the standpoint of the Okina
wan people, the land being returned is 
not sufficient," Junji Nishime, Gover
nor of Okinawa Prefecture, said 
through a sPQkesman. He nonetheless 
thanked the American and Japanese 
negotiators for their efforts. "We ap-

o preciate this as an advance toward our 
goal and hope the Government contin-

o Qes discussions on gaining the return of 
the 'narcels that were excluded from 
the present agreement," he said. 

The Okinawans, who are among the 

poorest of Japanese citizens, ar¢ seek
ing a number of ocean and harbor-side 
sites that they hope to develop into re
sorts to improve the islands' tourist 
trade and to develop a free-trade zone. 

Land Return Could Take Year:s 

Officials on both sides emphasized 
that the agreement announced today is 
unrelated to Defense Department 
plans to scale back the heavy Amer-

The residents are 
not satisfied by 
the 40/0 trim in 
installations. 

I 
( 
I 

ican military presence in Japan and t 
the rest of Asia in response to.a shrink- f
Ing budget and the sharp redUCtion in e 
C.old-wartensions. r 

The return of the land could still tak U 
years, since several parcels, like th Y 
golf course at Camp Zukeran, are con g 
tingent on offers of new sites for th s 

American forces. 
g 

Today's announcement came just t 
few days before the 45th anniVersary 0 r 
the battle through which the Ameri� � 
military won the islands. It wa's the lasl I 
major battle with Japan before the CQn I 
elUsion of World War n, and ended wi 
hundreds of Japanese killing \hem· I 
selves in underground bunkers ra lher i 
than surrender. 

Nearly 75 percent of the Americar. 
forces in Japan are in bases on Oklna· . 
wa, Duril1g the 1 97'Q's, bases in the 
K�nto region, the plain surrounding I 
'foky.o, We're consolidated and a num
ber of sites were returned. A housint 
complex,on Qk1nawa was a·lso returnee 
In 1 9&0. 
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