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MESSAGE 

By Seisaku Ota, Chief Executive, GRI 

The purposes of introducing modern art of our homeland are to cause to 

understand the cultural level of our homeland and to feel with the natural features 

of Okinawa at present through these art works. 

At present, an art movement is very active in Okinawa: the "Okiten" is held 

in every spring and the arts festival comprising dances, musics, plays, etc. is an au­

tumn. 

The painting and calligraphical works to be exhibited in Hawaii are those pro­

du�ed by the Examiners of the "Okiten" in which almost all artists and calligraphers 

of Okinawa are participated. In this sense, it is not too much to say that they are • I 
the paramount painting and calligraphical works in Okinawa. 'f 

Further, the "Okiten" Management Committee has extended their positive and 

immeasurable assistances for planning and preparation of this exhibition, for which 

I hereby express my sincere gratitude. 
1 



MESSAGE 

By Ryoken Toyohira, Chairman of the 

"Okiten" Management Committee 

I am with great pleasure to learn that. an exhibition of the pick of the exhibits 
at the "Okiten" which is a sole general fine arts exhibition in Okinawa is to be held, 
through the arrangements of the Government of the Ryukyu Islands, in Hawaii 
with which the Okinawan people is most closely connected. 

The ancient cultural properties of Okinawa were already introduced to foreign 
countries for several times but this is the first time for the works of the contem­
porary Okinawan artists . .Therefore, the exhibitors, the parties concerned and all 
the Ryukyuan people take a special interest in this exhibition. 

As you know, the Okinawan culture was completely destroyed by the World 
War II so much as almost nothing remained. The proverb says, "A state may be 
ruined, yet its mountains and rivers will remain as they were." This' proverb repre­
ser\ts the wretchedness of a defeated country. However, as-for Okinawa, even moun­
tains and rivers changed. The life of Okinawan people immediately after the war 
termination was not much different from the primitive life two or three thousand 
years ago. 

Fortunately, however, with great assistances from the United States author­
ities, Okinawan descendants residing in Hawaii and in Japan, the economic life of 
the people has been recovering step by step and, at present, the developIllent 
achieved is even above the pre-war level in some aspects. 

However, the moral civilization or culture such as art and scholarly attain­
ments are not to be done in a day. 

If the Okiriawan people, or their blood, is without a higher cultural· quality 
inherited from their ancestors, it has not been able to restore and further enrich 
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their conventional culture even though they have become rich materially. 
The "Okiten" held its first exhibition in spring of 1949 when the traces of war 

devastation was still fresh, under the sponsorship of the Okinawa Times. The exhibi­
tion-hall was quonset huts disposed of from the U.S. Armed Forces and used by the 
Okinawa Times as its office bUilding. The participated painters painted on Mesnite 
boards which had been used as an inner wall for quonset huts, with the paints ob­
tained by barter. 

The exhibition was really poor one comparing with those held recently, but it 
was whole-heartedly welcomed and accepted by those who were sustaining the de­
solate and dreary life at that time, as if a rainfall eagerly longer for. 

Further, this exhibition improved very much the understandings toward the 
Okinawan people of the, American people who were only understanding the life 'of

' 

the Okinawan people rather than that of the natives of the South Sea Islands. 
For ten years and more since then, the Okiten has grown up year by year by 

adding and including those branches of handicrafts, photographs and calligraphy, 
and it has been developed to, such an extent as was given applause by Mrs. Elise 
Greeley, an American art critic, who visited Okinawa last year, saying: "I couldn't 
expect such a grand exhibition in a small island like this." 

Most of the Okiten exhibitors are those whose works were admitted to the ex­
hibitions in Tokyo and some of them won a prize selected from among marty 
exhibitors from every and all parts of Japan. 

The exhibition to be held in Hawaii is composed chiefly of the works of these 
excellent artists. I believe some one among them may push into the American or 
European world of art in the future and leave his mark on the world art history. 

The pedestal of a bronze statute erested at a park in Washington City in 
memory of the distinguished servi<;:es of the U.

· 
S. Marine Corps bears the letters 

"Okinawa" carved together with many other islands where a battle was fought. 
The "Okinawa" is strongly kept in the minds of the American people 'as . a 

battlefield where many' of their fathers; brothers and sons were killed but they know 
almost nothing about the present conditions of the firmly-rooted and vivid Okinawan 
culture which took wing from the ruins like a phenix. 

I sincerely hope that you will reperceive the Okinawan culture through this ex­
hibition and give your kind cooperation for its development in the future. 

• r 
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PAINTINGS 

Ruined Ship 
Dawn 
A Figure 
A Wretched Abode 
Efflorescence 
Butterfly Figure 
An Evening Glow 
A Moth 
Roofs 
An Okinawan Landscape 
A Group of Birds 
A Beach in May 
A Beach 
Fish Reefs 
An Okiriawan Landscape (1) 
An Okinawan Landscape (2) 
Natural Features 
An Alley of Tsuboya 
Remains 
Bull Fighting 
A Bird 

Rocks 
An Okinawan Landscape 
Gajimaru 
Zushigame 

Singing of the Lake ( 1 ) 
Singing of the Lake (2 ) 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Festival for Sea God at Shioya 

Portrait 
An Old Vessel 

On a Date 
4 

Masayoshi Adaniya 
" 

Kanemasa Ashimine 
" 

Chosho Ashitomi 
" 

Choko Haehara 
" 

Denro Ishimine 
" 

Kensei Miyagi 
" 

Eikichi Morita 
" 

Seikan amine 
" 

Koya Oshiro 

Kampei Shimada 
" 

Seikichi Tamanaha 

Akira Tsuyama 
" 

Genroku Yagi 
" 

Tatsuji Yogi 
" 

Kotetsu Oyadomari 
" 

" 

" 

Surface of the Rice Field 

After Farm Labor 

Hatagashira 

Hair Arrangement 

Miss Tomoyose 

Hamasaki-Motobu-cho 

Fishermen (1) 
Fishermen (2) 
Sea Pig Fishing (1) 
Sea Pig Fishing (2) 
An Old Fisherman 

Karate-Uechi Style 

Minoru Yamada 
" 

Y oshio Kashima 
" 

Y oshio Asato 
" 

" 

" 

Genryo Yamakawa 
" 

" 

" 

From the Air-Rice Field and Farm Houses Chobi Ota 

Stone Step 
" 

A Recess for Fishermen 
" 

A Certain Formation (A Reservoir) 
" 

SHODO 

Kanji Unseki lahana 

Kanji Shintaro Arasaki 

Kanji Ryuyu Arakaki 

Kanji Koyu Shimabukuro 

Kanji Masatoshi Yamashiro 

Tenkoku Koji Shima 

Ryuka Keiyo M adambashi 

Kanji Choko Iraha 

Tenkoku Tokujun Itomine 

Kanji Soiehi Higa 

Kanji Hohitsu Gushimiyagusuku, 

Waka Shoen (Chizuko) Higaonna 

Kanji lukoku Toma 

Waka Kiyoshi Nakachi 

Kanji Michimori Satake 

, 
" 
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Masayoshi Adaniya 

Kanemasa Ashimine 

A Wretched Abode 
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" Roofs 
'Butterfly Figure 

, . . 

A Group of Birds 
An Evening Glow 

Denro Ishimine 

�. Choko Haehara 
Kensei Miyagi 
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Eikichi Morita 

Seikan Omine 

10 

A Beach 

Koya Oshiro 

Okinawan Landscape 

Kampei Shimada 

Natural Fealures 

" 

Remains 
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Rocks 
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Akira Tsuyama 

Bull 
Fighting Gajimaru 

Genroku Yagi 
Singing of the Lake 

Tatsuii Yogi 
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Masatoshi Yamashiro Tenkoku 

Michimori Satake 

Koji Shima 
Koyu Shimabukuro 18 
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ADANIYA, Masayoshi 

1921 
1944 

Born at Tamagusuku.Son. 
Graduated from the Tokyo Academy of Fine 
Arts. 

Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com-
mittee. 
1950·1954 
1957· Present 
1953-Present 

1957 
1958 
1958 

1958 

1959 

1960 

Member of the Five-Men Show (Okinawa). 
Member of the Soto Exhibition (Okinawa). 
Made an exhibit at the Shunyo-ten (Tokyo Art 
Gallery). 
Got a prize from the Shunyo-kai. 
Associate Member of the Shunyo-kai. 
Made an exhibit at the Exhibition for Develop­
ment of Abstract Paintings (National Mode.rn 
Art Gallery, Tokyo). 
Made an exhibit at the Yasui Prize Candidates' 
Exhibition (National Modern Art Gallery, 
Tokyo ). 
Made an exhibit at the Freshmen's Exhibition 
sponsored by the Shunyo-kai (Takashimaya 
Gallery, Tokyo). 
Travelled to inspect European and American 
fine arts as financed by the Rockfeller Founda-
tion Fund. 

Present Professor of the University of the Ryukyus 
Arts and Crafts Course. 

Present Residence: 58, 4·Chome, Gibo-Cho, Naha City 

ASHIMINE, Kanemasa 

1916 
1941 

Born at Nago-Cho. 
Graduated from the Tokyo Academy of Fine 
Arts. 

Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com-
mittee. 
1950·1954 
1957·Present 
1953-Present 

Member of the Five-Men Exhibition (Okinawa). 
Member of the So to Exhibition (Okinawa). 
Made an exhibit at the Sogen-ten (Tokyo Art 
Gallery). 
Member of the Sogen.kai. 
Professor of the University of the Ryukyus 
Arts and Crafts Course. 

Present Residence: 293, Kohagura, Naha City 

ASHITOMI, Chosho 

1930 
1954 

Born at Naha City. 
Graduated from the University of the Ryukyus 
Arts and Crafts Course. 

Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com­
mittee. 

1954 Got the freshman's prize from the Okinawa 
Fine Arts Exhibition. 

1958 - Present Member of the Soto-kai. 
1960 - Present Made an exhibit at the Kokuga-kai Exhibition 

(Tokyo Art Gallery). 
Present Lecturer at the University of the Ryukyus Arts 

and Crafts Course. 
Present Residence: 32, 2-Chome, Gibo-Cho, Naha City 

HAEHARA, Choko 

190<1 Born at Naha City. 
1929 Graduated from the Nippon Arts School. 
Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com-

mittee. 
Member of the Kokuga-kai (Tokyo). 

Present Address: 91, Asato, Naha City 

ISHIMINE, Denro 

1928 Born at Yomitan-Son. 
Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com-

1956 - 1960 

1956 
1960 
1959 

MIYAGI, Kensei 

1915 
1941 

mittee. 
Made an exhibit at the Exhibition of Shinseiki 
Fine Arts Association (Tokyo Art Gallery)_ 
Got a prize from the above exhibition. 
Member of the Shinseiki Fine Arts Association. 
Made an exhibit at the Yasui Prize Candidate 
Freshmen's Exhibition (National Modern Art 
Gallery, Tokyo). 

Born at Haebaru-Son. 
Graduated from the Tokyo Academy of Fine 
Arts. 

Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com-

1941 - 1944 

1955 - Present 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1959 

1959 - Present 

Present 

mittee. 

Member of the Kisaragi-kai (Ginza Picture 
Gallery, Tokyo). 

Made an exhibit at the Wogen-ten (Tokyo Art 
Gallery). 

Got a prize from the above exhibition. 

Got a prize from the above exhibition. 

Held a personal exhibition at the Harvey Shop 
Library, Naha Air Base. 
Held a personal exhibition at the Zukeran Libra­
ry, US Armed Forces. 
Member of the Soto-kai (Okinawa). 

Ass't Professor of the University of the Ryu­
kyus Arts & Crafts Course. 

Present Address: 3, Niijima-Ku, Yonabaru-Cho 

MORITA, Eikichi 

1907 Born at Yaeyama. 

Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com­
mittee. 

1926 - 1937 

1931 

Studyed oil painting at the Doshu-kai Western 
Style Painting Research Institute, Tokyo. 

Admitted into the exhibition of the Imperial 
Academy (Tokyo). ' ( 

1960 - Present Made an exhibit at the Sogen-kai Exhibition 
(Tokyo) Associate member of the Sogen-kai_ 

Art instructor at the Shuri Senior High School. 

present Residence: 33, Matsuo, Naha City 
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OlUlNE, Seikan 

1910 
Member or the 

Born at Naha City. 
Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com· 

millee. 
1933 - Present Made an exhibit at the Shunyo·kai Exhibition 

(Tokyo) 
1940 
1940 
1951 

1953 
1960 

1%1 

Cot a prize of Shunyo·kai. 
Made an exhibit at the Bun·ten (Tokyo). 
Travelled to inspect U.S. fine arts as a National 
Leader. 
Member of the Shunyo.kai. 
Held a personal exhibition at Mitsukoshi De· 
partment Store, Nihonbashi, Tokyo. 
Opened the Ornine Western Style Painting He· 
search Institute. 

Present Residence: 902, Ameku, Naba City 

OSIIIRO, Koyn 

1912 
1934 

Born at Naba City 
Graduated from the Tokyo Academy of Fine 
Arls. 

1930 Admitted into the exhibition of the llakujitsu· 
kai (Tokyo). 

1930 Admiued into the exhibition of the Kyokai 
(Tokyo). 

1932 Admitted. into tho exhibition of Wogen (Tokyo). 
1938 Made an exhibit at the Nika·ten (Tokyo). 
1958 Associate member of the Nih-kai. 
Present Residence: 66, 4·Chome, GiI)Q'Cho, Kaha City 

SHU\IADA, Kampel 

1898 Horn at ShurL 
Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com· 
millee, 
Studied 
1918 

at the Taiheiyo Painters' Association. 

1960 

1%1 

Admitted into tho exhibition of the Taiheiyo 
Painters' Association (Tokyo). 
Admitted into the Daiichi Fine Arts Exhibition 
(Tokyo). 
Admitted into tbe Daiichi Fine Arts Exhibition, 
Guest Member of the above exhibition. 
Art Instructor at the Naha Senior High School. Present 

Present Residence: 263, Tsuboya.Cho, Naha City 

TAJ\oIANAHA, Seikichi 

1918 130m at Naha City. 
Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com· 
mittee. 
1944 
1950-1954 
1957-Present 
1953-1'resent 

1960 
Present 

Gradnated from the Tokyo Academy of Fine Arts. 
Member of the Five·Men Exhi.bition (Okinawa) 
M"mber of the Soto-kai (Okinawa). 
Made an exhibit at the Shunyo Exhibition (To· 
kyo Art Galley). 
Cuest Member of the Shunyo·kai. 
Ass't Professor of the University of the nyu· 
kyus Arls and Crafts Course, 

Present Uesidence: 75, 4·chome, Giho·Cho, Naha City 

TSUYAMA, Akin 

1903 Hom al Naha City. 
Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhihition Management Com. 
mittee, 
Made an exhibit at the Taicho-ten (Tokyo). 
Made an exhibit at the Shinshopten (Tokyo). 
Present Residence: 11·6, Sakaemachi, Naha City 

YAGI, Genrokn 

1923 Born at Shuri. 
Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com· 
millee, 
1954-Present 

1958 

YOGI, Tatsuji 

1931 
Member of the 
mittee. 
1955 
1955 . Present 

1958 

1959 
1960 

Made an exhibit at the Toko·kai exhibition (To· 
kyo). 
Associate member of the Toko·kat. 

Born at Naha City. 
Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com· 

Graduated from the Tama Fine Arts University, 
Made an exhibit at the Ichiyo·kai exhibition 
(Tokyo). 
Held a Ilersonal exhibition at the Okinawa 
Times hall. 

" " 
Present Residence; 1, 3·Cbome, Okano, Naha City 

JAHANA, Unseki 

Born in 1884. 
1912 · 1917 Received instruction from Mr, Keichin Kaioka 

at Keijo, Korea. 
He is a big senior in tbe Ryukyuan calligraphy cirsle. 

ARASAKI, Shintaro 

Born at Naha City in 1903. 
Served for 25 yean in per·war days as a primary school teacher. 
Calligraphy instructor at tbe Yosemiya Junior High School at 
present. 
Guest Member of tllo Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibittion, 

ARAKAKI, Ryuyu 

Dorn at Naha City in 1899. 
Member of Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Committee. 
Lecturer at the University of the Ryukyus. 
Examiner for AII·Japan Educational Calligrapby Qualification 
Examination. 
Member of Secretarial Committee of the Japan Calligrapbyrs' 
League. 
Admitted twice into the Kenshin Calligraphy Exhibition (Tokyo) 
l'aMed the Licensing Examination for Authori:zed Professional 
Calligraphy Instructor of tbo Japan Calligraphers' League, ' 

. ( 
SIIIMABUKURO, Koyu 

I30rn in ]893. 
Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com· 
millee, 
]933-1941 Received. instruction from Mr. Ullseki Jahana. 

,7 
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YAMASHIRO, Masatoshi 

Born in 1908. 
Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com­
mittee. 
1928-Present Studied the calligraphy under the instruction of 

Mr. Unseki Jahana. 

SHIMA, Koji 

Born at Naha City in 1924. 
Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com­
mittee_ 
Judge of the Kunigami Circuit Court_ 
Member of the Nihon Shogei In_ 
Received instruction from Mr. Joteki Ume. 
Admitted into the Nitten. 
Received a prize from the Mainichi Calligraphy Exhibition. 
Received a prize from the Nihon Shogei In Exhibition. 

MADAMBASHI, Keiyo 

Born at Naha City in 1896. 
Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com­
mittee. 

IRAHA, Choko 

Born at Naha City, 1901. 
Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com­
mittee. 
Memher of the Legislature, GRI, at present. 
Admitted twice into the all Japan Exhibition of the Toa Calli­
graphy Society. 

ITO MINE, Tokujun 
Born at Naha City in 1924. 
Memher of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhihition Management Com­
mittee. 

Received instruction in calligraphy from Mr. Unseki Jahana and 
Mr. Togyo Matsumura. 
Presently belonging to the Chijo In-Sha. 
Received a prize from the Oki-ten (Okinawa). 
Received a prize from the Mainichi-ten (The Mainichi Shimhun, 
Tokyo). 

HIGA, Soichi 

Born at Naha City in 1923. 
Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhihition Management Com­
mittee. 

Member of the Nihon Shogei In. 

Calligraphy instructor. 

Received a prize from the Nihon Shogei In Exhibition. 

Received a prize of the Governor of Aichi Prefecture from the 
Soto Calligraphy Society all Japan Exhibition. 

Received a prize from the Japan and Formosa Calligraphy Ex­
change Exhihition. 

Received a prize from the all Japan Exhibition of the Shingei 
Kai, and recommended for the membership of said Kai. 

GUSHIMIYAGUSUKU, Hohitsu 

Born at Naha City in 1892. 
Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com­
mittee. 

Received instruction from Shunkai Hodo of the Zuiun Shodo 
Kai, Tokyo. 

1918 Admitted into the Hochi Shimbun Sha Calligraphy Ex­
hibition (Tokyo). 

1926 Admitted into the exhibition of the Nihon Shodo Saku­
shin Kai (Tokyo). 

" " 
" " " 

1927 
1929 
1930 

1959 

1960 

Admitted into an exhihition of the Tokyo Shodo In. 

Councillor of the Nihon Calligraphers' League. 

Made an exhibit as a Japanese representative at the 
Japan-China Goodwill Calligraphy Exhibition. 

HIGAONNA, Shoen (Chizuko) 

Graduated from the Nihon University Graduate Course. 

Lecturer at the University of the Ryukyus Liberal Arts & Science 
Department Japanese Literature Course. 

Member of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com­
mittee. 

Received instruction in calligraphy from Mrs. Keien Inoue, Pro­
fessor of the Hiroshima University, Mr. Kanichi Nakada, Pro­
fessor of the Gakushuin University and Mrs. Tane Hanawa. 

Admitted three times into the exhibition of the Japanese Cal­
ligraphical Education Society (Ueno Arts Gallery). 

TOMA, Jukoku 

Born at Naha City in 1898. 
.Nfember of the Okinawa Fine Arts Exhibition Management Com 
mittee. 

ASATO, Yoshio 

Born at Takamine-son in 1924 
Present Address: 17, 2-chome, Miebashi-cho, Naha City 
Education: College graduate 
Occupation: Instructor at the Shuri Senior High School 
Experience: 5 years, member of Jogaku Photo Friends Club 

and of Yoshu Camera Club 

YAMAGA WA, Genryo 

Born at Nago-cho in 1929 
Present Address: 305, Aza-Nago, Nago-cho, Okinawa 
Educalion: Nago Senior High School graduate 

, 

Employed by the Ekubo Photo Stuiiid, Yoko­
hama City, Japan. 

Experience: 
Oct. 1953 

Sep. 1955 Established the Yamagawa Photo Service. 
Examiner of the "Okiten" for photograph 
branch. 

29 



30 

OYADOMARI, Kotetsu 

Born at Naha City in 1916. 

Present Address: 20, 2-chome, Miebashi-Cho, Naha City. 

Education: 

Occupation: 

Experience: 

OTA, Chobi 

Okinawa Normal School graduate. 

Instructor at the Naha Commercial High School. 

President of the Jogaku Photo Friends Club, 
Examiner of the "Okiten" for Photograph 
Branch. 

Born at Shuri in 1929 

Present Address: 22, 2-chome, Matsushita-cho, Naha City 

Education: Graduated from Shuri Senior High School in 
1948. 

Occupation: 

YAMADA, Minoru 

Born in 1918 

Employed by the Okinawa Times in 1953. 

Appointed chief of Photograph Branch of said 
company in 1961. 

Member of the Okinawa Nicole Club, 

Examiner of the "Okiten" for Photograph 
Branch. 

Education: Graduate of the Meiji University (Commercial 

Dept). 

Experience: Member of the Okinawa Nicole Club. 

Admitted to the "Okiten" without examination. 

KASHIMA, Yosbio 

Born in 1927 

Present Address: 304, Matsugawa, Naha City. 

Education: Graduated from Naha Municipal Commercial School. 

Occupation: Chief of Accounts Section of the Okinawa Steve­

doring Co. 

Experience: Member of the Okinawa Nicole Club. 

Examiner of the "Okiten" for Photograph Branch. 

Naha Color Photo Club 

(Kazufumi Uechi and 19 other members) 

The Club was formed in April 1958 and holds an exhibition 

twice a year; in spring and autumn. 

Its 6th exhibition was held in May 1961. 

On 1 to 7 August 1961, "Color Photo Exhibition for Introducing 

Okinawa" was held in Fukuoka, Japan. 

Place of Contact: Seiichi, Toguchi, 222 Daido Naha City Oki­

nawa. 
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