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The recent article. in HAMPAKTS mugazine provides further coafirmation of “the

nature of Mlchlgan State Univorsity nnd its relatiouship to the US power structure.

Not only have we been reminded +that the Uziversity fronted for the CIA in

‘2stablishing and propping up the dictstoriel regime of Nge Dinh Diem and in

intreducing laxge yuantities of military materiel into south Viet Nam in vicolation

of the Geneva Agreewwuts, but we have been  Irented to the spectacle of the

Administration anu wne various devartments and individuals who were involved
falling all over each other issuing mutuslly contradictory denials and

"explavations.® The Universiiy comounity bas every right to demand a genuine

explanstion of how and why our University involved itself in south Viet "Nam and

a solemn commitment from the Adminigtraiion never to allow such s thing lo-happen
egain. !

Or is’it plrendy hoppon‘ng agein? What are we doing on Thiwan? Or in Nlberlu” Ox
in Colombia? Or in Okinawa? Ur in the otbher places where MSU mainteins "projects?'. .
After tho RAMPARTS .expose, we have nod only the right bui the oblipation to demand
that the light of public secrutiny be mercilessly <trained on these overscas
involvements to see if what hoppened in soubh Vied Mem is repeating itself several
times over. ;

Unfortunately, MSU is not unique. As The Invisible Government ‘has  irformed wus,
universities around the coantry axre ;egul\rlj used by the CIA and other government
agencies to do various foreign and domestic dirty work. . Qur concern for what has
happened at MSU must notv blind us to what is happening all over the country. MSU
does met exist in a vacuum. - As acamedicians, we uust demand that the govexnment
take 1ts hands off ithe universities.

The repressive atmosphere on the M3U cemous ig connected with the Viet Nam project.
It is not mc¢identel that the Veterans Club was permitted into classes to molicit
zignntures for a "support LBJ" petition, while four students distributing enti-war
literature in vhe Union were dragged off and jailed for - "trespassing.” It is
understandsble that a University which has made millions by supportiag the war
effort is unwilling to see that war opposed on its premises: It i3 also
understandable thot it tries to create an atmosphere that discourages vrotest
movements: by saturating the campns with police {uniforwed und otherwise), by
redbaiting . student groups, by consteatly revising the rules on distrilbution of
literature, and by attemgting to expel Paul Schiff. In Bast Lansing and Sat gon,
the issues are the S8ML . .

Meanwhile, the wer goes on. The recent upheavals in socuth. Viet Num,. the
domonstrations by Buddhist and student groups, the withdrawal of . Hue und Da Nang
from Nguyen Coo Ky's bailiwick, and the wass defecticn of sections .of the Ky .army
have shown clearly lhat this is a war of the- Us agiinst the Vietnamese. New more
than ever is the time 0 demand hat the Johnson Administration get out of Viet Nam
NOW! g
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"MOU ~-— VI.T NAM DEBATw TOLAY" read the headline in uodnesagy s State News. According

to the State News, the University community was invited to "a pancl discussion on MSU
involvement in Viet Ham," featuring Wesley Fishel, Adrian Jaffe, Ralph Smuckler, Robert
Scigliano (who Aid not aprear) and an unnamed fifth professor (who also did not ampenr).
It may be assumed, then, that the more than seven hundred students and fﬂculty'who
gathered wediiescay evening in the Union ballroom came to henr a debate on Mb '
involvement in South Viet MNam, specifically as described in LabPARTS.

The program that followed was an insult to the University. Lr. Adrian, the moderator,
announceé at the beginning that we were not there to discuss. Viet. Nam or the hfuwi'in TS
article——-wiiich must have come as a shock to the audience. Lr. Smuckler gave a rambling -
fifteen minute travelogue of Japan, Taiwan, Thailand, Ukinawa, and Turkey; his only
mention of the topic in everyone's mind was a dismisscl of the RAMPAKTS article as R
"journalistic razzle-dazzle.! Dr. Jaffe, next on the vrogram, hastesed to say that he
too didn't like the RaMiAludy axticle; he then told us of the occasion when the Times

of Viet Mam printed a picture of sarnest liemingway ond captioned it "Adrian JaJfe " ' /*
lie did manage bo get across his disagreement witi the Viet Nam project, but he too il
avoided the issues and questions raised by RaiPAnls (Lis principal objection to the *#+
project seems to be that it "put professors in the diplom:.tic tusiness™). 4s lir.

Iishel was quick to joint out, Jaffe spent most of his ‘time telling jokes. rishel
himself saic¢ little after announcing that h¢ would neither respond to the WAlPART.
charges nor offer "an apologia for the Viet liam project.”

The people who overflowed the ballroom came to learn one thing: IS s luMlaeru STORY ‘TulUn?

fle didn't need Tean Smuckler to tell us Lusdu aiv's uses "journalistic razzle-dazzle;" a
clance at tiie cover makes that abundantly clear. We did want the panelists to discuss
the charges aMealdTS put forth. Only one charge was even mentioned, and that in Dr.
TFishel's closing statement. Fishel denied thnt the University purcliased any weapous,
as hiMeaiitu allepges it did, and saic that "public documents" prove tlie University's
innocenee, fHowever, LAMPAII]S published in Jhe article a reproduction of a sueet from
a 1955 ¥MJU inventory thst included suchh items as riot guns, rocket launciers,
mortars, and greunades. Is this the public document Fisuel refers to?

In not a_.pearin: Wednesday evening Professor Sciglino may well have been wiser than
his colleagucs; it is far more dignified and at least a little more honest to flatly
refuse Lo discuss an issuc than to aunounce a public debate on the matter and then
avoid almost all mention of it for two hours. Lr. Scigliano's reticence is quite
understaudable; he is the author of a recent book that confirms many of the charges

macde in RANPANTS: Technical Assistance in Vietnam. The Micidgan State University Exnerience.

The Stﬁte News said a week ago in a front puge editorial "U Must answer Ramparts Charges"
that "The Un1VbrSIty must give a full and definitive explanation to the article appearing

in Reamparts." The University community is still waiting for an answer and an explanatlon.

Ve will not be put off with the studied irrelevance on Wednesday's non-debate.

PLHOTELT :
The failure of the University to answer and explain the nthhnfb cnargcs.
The use of MSU to do the Cla's dirty work in Viet Nam 55 3l
The centinuing war in Viet Nam

DEMONSTiaTIull: Noon Friday at the International Center (built with funds from the
Viet Nam project!).
KALLY: After the demonstration. Speakers to be annuunced.
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- TBE BIGSQUERZE

These are the tlmes that try ments ouls. America has lost a lot of her
innocence 1ln the past few years, innocence she. hardly knew she had, The
war in Viet-Nam drags on, like some hideous nightmare which continues even
after one has gotten up and turned on the lights, and a second war (even
more painful to contemplate) has broken out in the streets of our clties,
Without our quilte realizing what has happened, our country seems to have -
turned the corner into a new era of lies and violence, where life imitates
art and -truth is stranger than fiction--where our President steals his
rhetoric from MacBird!, our becretary of Defense from Dr, Strangelove, and
our generzls--from- Catch 22, - while out in the jungle our Special Forces
teams act out scenes from~Last Ex1t to Brooklyn and Naked Lunch.

" nT SAT DOWN AT. MY DESK, AND GOT ON WITH MY JOB."
_Adolph Eichmann

A great many people in this country, particularly young people, have

come to feel that today's America has very little in common with the
Allerica they learned about in school:. the country of Jefferson and Jacksorr,
Bnerson and Thoreau. They are alarmed at the direction in which their
country seems to be moving: towards greater organization,e”pticr rhatorio,
viler propaaanés, touw~srls snilosg.vistas of rocist, imporialism, and war,
Students for a Democratic Society 1s a group of such young people who ask
only that America live up to the ideals she ‘claims to believe in: in
particular, that of a truly democratic soclety, where the individual

shares in those decisions which determine the quality and direction of his
life, where such decislons are not left exclusively to corporation board
members and unlver31ty trustees ~-~-and to- draft boards.,

"What's good for General Motors is good for the U,SiA."
-- attributed to Secretary of War
Charles S. Wilson

SDS is 1eaf1et1ng Careers \67 (we were denied a booth) not because we think
that Careers '67 is itself artlcularly important. (If Americda herself
is rapidly becomitig a Big Lie, Carcers '67 is still only one small fib.)
Rather, we &are here because the mllltary is here, and the corporations, and
the government. (Their representatives, let it be noted in passing, are
completely indistinguishable from each other -- and from the representatives
of the university.) rnhese are the people whom we want to confront, to
engage in dialogue, whom we want to face up—-to the true nature and
implications of the Jobs they hold. . "I sat down at my desk," Adolph
Eichmann told his judges at Jerusalem, many years later, "and got on with
ny job.," Also, we want to encourage our fellow students to examine,
osely, the kind of jobs they are being offered -- and the system which is
ofering them, As a starting point for such an examination, we offer a
f3w notes on the ‘Selective ‘Service System's "manpower channeling" program;
understanding this program is the key to understanding a great deal of what
is happening at Careers '67

"Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes,.!
-~ 0ld saying

"je get them all," says General Hershey of the Selective Service System,
and he's not joking. He is referring to the fact that the Selective
Service System -- and the larger system of which it is a part -- is not
interested simply in providing for the manpower needs of the Army., The
whole system of deferments is deésigned to "draft" civilians as well, to
channel everybody, thirty-three million young men, either into "the Armed



Forces or (into) any other type of service focr which there is a need in

the national interest." That is, into jobs which are the moral equivalent
of Leing in uniform: Jobs with Dow, which makes napalm and chemical
defoliants, jobs with G.M., which makes trucks and tank parts,. jobs with
aerospace and aviation firms, with G.E. and I.B.M. "The national interest"
is Pentagon coolspeak for whatever the military-industrial complex happéns
to need at the moment. A great deal more can ard should be sald on this
point (when it comes to the war, therc ig plenty of guilt to go aroundi-i °
enough for students with deTermenis as well as for profiteers), but our
cuncern here is no% zo ~uck with ﬁna we are being fTorced to do, shameful
though it is, a8 with 1w We aiz veling foreced to de it. The system makes
no bones about its methcds; the language of the Selective Service Orientation
Kit is unmistakable: %

For the military, p:ocurement will be direct, by means of selection
and induction into the Armed Forces. .For ror—r111uarv use, the method ™
wWill be indirect. by the process of de?ermewu. . « 4irn the less patriotic

and more selfish individual (read: the young marn who wants to lead
his own life" -- SDS), this system engenders & serise of fear, un-
certainty. and dissatisfaction, which motivates hnim, nevertheless ., . .
(to comply) with the needs of the national health, safety, or

interest -- or he is lenled ‘deferment. “hrouvnout nhils career as a
student, the.pressure -- threat'of loss of deferment -- continues,

It continues with egual intensity after ﬂr&dhctLOn His local board
requires periciic reports to find out what he ls up to. He 1is
impelled to pursus hile skill rather than embark OQVDCmewless important
enterprise and 1s crcouraged to apply his skill in an esserntial
2activity in the nationsl interest.

"Your ma jor, waatsver it 1s, makes you a prime cendidate
for a career with 1I3M,"
advertisment in the State News

>
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Tae psycholop®’ of grti Lp% wide choice -unde:r pressure is the American
or indirect way of ¢ ring what 1is done by direction in foreign
countries wheic choico not permitted. ltdllus added. )
Let that sink in for a Lome In other woviu, young mer at Caresers'67
are free to choose: Scyils Charyoais. The m:;*tdr',which is waging an
irmoral war, or the war machin: - a war econony gulded by the present WaAR
Ad”inistrotion -—- Which %ﬁpportg and directs it. The third alternative
parring blind luck or .» mentel or physical deferment is lail. Just as
"the naticna. interest" 1g a suphemism for the interests of a certain class

go "wide cholce utnder pressure! is & euphemism for coerciorn., A student in
the sciences is almost assured a dererment -- provided he kXeevs up his grades.
4 young man who wants to be an dnglish teacher can be reasonably sure of
scraping by citing "the national interest!; a young man who wants to be a
poet cannot, and so he becomes an fnglish teacher as well., The poor,

nezdless to say, never get to-college at all, and are denied even the pretense
of a cholce. The manpower channeling program, all by itself, 1s an education
r modern American democracy in actiocn.

We have explained the how, and the what is all to obvious., The questions
which remain are who? and why? Who is responsible? dhy are things the way
they are?  Can they be changed? Can the individual share in the decisions

which matter in Wis 1ife” SDS believes it has answers to these questions,
nswers which we tope to doveiop in future leaflets., If you are interested
in thése=,;zf-;?, and in tne-alternatives to.the present:system which SDS3

has to ofler,. call Students for a Dewocratlc Society, 351-02L45

- Stgdents forla Democratic
Society

Students for a Democratic Society "Let the people decide.!:
P.0. Box 382 = -

FEast Lansing, Michigan RE
48823




