COMMITTEE FOR STUDENT RIGHTS
P.O. Box' 651

Fast Iansing, Michigan

April 29, 1965 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

50 students protested discrimination in the
rental of housing today bj picketing the East Lansing
residence of Mrs, Walter Gibson.

The students, representing The Committee for
Student Rights, M.S.U. Friends of 8.N.C.C. and the
M.5.U0, N.,A,A.C.P, ,réited Mrs. Gibson for refusing
to rent anlpartment to Miss. Sandra Jenkins, Alabama Jr,
on the basis that Miss Jenkins is a negro.

Byron Peterson, spokesman for the students
saild " The discrimination practiced by Mrs, Gibson
against Sandra Jenkins is not an isolsted incident;
it has occured with alarming frequency in Fast Teansing
in the past and it continues to exist now., Meanwhile
the City Council and the Human Relations Commission
of Fast Lansing either pretend that no problems exist
or that those problems which do exist are not acrious
endugh to warrant action. We feel that the problems
are serious and warrant immediate and significant
action with regard to an open housing ordinance for

Fast Lansing,
At present Bast Lansing has no such ordinance

however the students plan to present a preposal to khe

City Council next mondesy night.
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4 STUDENTS JAILED
VL RIGHTS REPORT

EAST LANSING, Michigan ‘May 26, 1965

— i

More than 70 persons, almost all MSU students, are in jail today, waiting
to be arraigned for obstructing traffic on Abbott Road last night. They staged
a sit~in there, in front of the East Lansing City Hall, to protest the city's
inaction in eliminating housing discriminations They were dragged off after
Mayor Gordon L. Thomas told them they would not be allowed to interfere with the
free flow of traffic¢ in East Lansing. -

A speech by Mayor Thomas earlier in the evening sparked the demonstratiote
Thomas spoke to an overflow crowd at an NAACP mesting in the Union on East Lan-
sing's progress toward ending discrimination, He defended the city!s reluctace
to take special action and hold emergency meetings to help speed up the process‘
of investigating and passing en anti-discrimination measures, Following Thomas
appearance, students in the audiemce ddcided action was needed right away to
protest the Mayor!s lack of sction and failure to meet whab it considered promises.
he had made, : ¥

Thomas told members of the Civil Rights Advisory Council, the gecrdinating
body for the East Lansing campaign, that he would know Monday or Tuesday whether
a move to make non-diserimination mandatory for landlords renting rooms would
be considered legal. MsudMWMym@thanMkmwmmlpm2.qu
said the council was to meet informally tonight to discuss other business, despl d
his earlier statement that it could not meet at all this week because members woul
be out of town, Thomas mppeared to the group 3o be hedging on the real issue——
whether East Lausing was willing to face its discrimination problem and a?t to
end it, .

The group decided to move and sat in the atreet for about two hours, until
East Lansing police dragged off the men and carried the women away on 3*:1‘9'“’11;1‘3’
to be booked in East Lansing and then brought to Ingham County Jail in Mason ior
the night, Hecklers jeered and police joked as they were hauled in. el

Today it &s your turn to cheer them as they are brought back to Eas Lat g
for arraigmment., They will be brought back this morming., Marchers will be c; b
City Hall all day as the students are arraigmed to join them in protesting close
housing in Bast Lansing, ‘ . 4 x v v

If you want %o rtr:grch to protest East Lansing!s inaction in civil pghf:if{ G
COME T0 THE CITY HALL ON ABBOTT ROAD ANY TIME TODAY. Marchers will begin pioketing
at Bed0 2 m, ‘

National leaders are being contacted. Several have already P}edggg :‘;%?;éh
of the Fast Lansing action program. WILL YOU JOIN THEM IN SUPFORTIHG A Byt
THF FIGHT TO END DISTEIMIMATION IN EAST LANSING?

MARCH TODAY TO PROTEST CLOSED HOUSING

-




