
LETTE ~ F~OM JA L 
On the night o Ma, Z5 5 student~ 
were arrested f orr 0011111'!1.L ng an aids, 
of ci v.t]. dis-obediance·• Many of the-· 
students were troubled. Even thoughi 
they had demonstrated the· tota·:ll zm,,­
ture of theil"' coIJUTI1 t'l!men~ they-- .felt 
their message still hadn't gotten 
through. The resuJ. t ~.: "\,..: wa~ the 
following statement of conscience lvrl t­
ten at Ingham County Jail, Masone 

The pr obl em of civil rights is- that the gulf betw,een those who 
have eJ5Perienced hum.iliation as a, people and those who have no1t 
is the deepest and most s i gnificant we have t o f a-oe1 con~ 
tion of' thjeB guJJf' and awareness of its meaning are the chief 
es:oontials- for-- dealing with this problE!Mi. 

'.llhl.s, guJlf exist-s:- in East Lansing. 

We-,. and others, before us-.,, through dit:f'c...ismon and demcnstra't'fom 
have tried to impres~ upon the p-e0-ple the growing seriousnemt 
of thi~ gulf that hai divi ded Americans- flrolll each other. 

) -3sp1 te a-11 their- pr otest ations of goad faith, the leaders of t 
t his communi ty ha"i!'e f aialed t o grasp the mar.al urgeney of this 
pr ?blem. They a~e men of good fai t.'li, but their moral v.tsicn ia­
blinded. Our discussions and demonstrations hs-ve not given th-en 
the new, vision thes e tinres require. 

Stronger action was-· necess:ary. 

nL v.11 disobediance is a dramatic f orce. But we are not trying 
through suoh action ta force thOlRif opposing us t o their knee...C\Ji• 
We are try:tng to f ol"Ce them t o l ook art the situation in ai new 
way. And our mes sag~ is- tocr urgent and has been fgnored too· l n~ 
Jlong - Et meB'S'age about dange~s and hopes ·that should invol?ve 
ail ,men. Respect f ozr the law nruo-t not obscure what is_, morcrll.y 
right. 

Because· they f a:Lled to 1
r eailz:e- the ba,sic humc!J'l7 issues a,nd 1 t~ 

sources~ t he l eaders of this colTIIllUl'li.ty have so far failed to take 
positive action. The mos 'b ob'vi.ous action a com1m.mli. t-j such as: · · ,­
East: l.ansirig caa:r t aiR!.e i s: the ]DSSaage of llegis]ation guarmrteeing 
open occupancy and r entaJ!a:. 

Mor e t han ~ yeaT after the need f01r ].egal action to cope w1 th 
housing d:i.scriminat ton was b r ought to the attention of the City 
Counci~ by East Lansing cit.lzens~ no acti.on has been taken. Nb 
]ega] r epo:rt has been made,, and the mayor ot East Lansinr, ie,1 
by bia own admission ~ s tj_ll uninformed about many aspects: of 
the pr oblem. Despite :resolutions expressing concern,· despi re 
the- e'X:i..s:tencre of' 6'U.airanteoo, in the Sta-tte- Consti tut.ion, there 



±a- oo raipid justice: f'cnr membel1.S of minority group& denied 
rental on the ba,sis of race.,, and discrlmination still exists; 
1-in the sale of housing. 

The meeting Tues day ni r,ht was the cul):ninat.i:on of three weeka, 
of discussion~. Despit e pr evious stat ements· that the l!'9So1u­
tion of lega] obst acles ~ras the chief problan, Mayor Thom'a-s: 
revea-]ed tha·t hii:l= was unegui vccal]y opposed to al'li open 0 G'C\1.!"' 

pa ncy o:udinanoe~ even i f 1 t pr oves to be ] egal. Whi]e he ·- · 
expressed qualified supporit: f o:e- an "<:lr dinam,e banmng diS'CI'i ... 
rninat -ion i rr• Jlicemred rental, he would promise no. immediate 
act.ion. 

In· a responsible cormiunity, moral leadership cannot be f ounded 
on the basis- of equivocation of this kind• 

Negotiations had yie] ded nothing but exposure of hypocrisy-. 
The only action ]ef'tt - action we had discussed for weel>m' -
·w:ci.s- c:l v.tl disobedianoe . 

Aif ]]•91 P.M., we conf ronted t ,he communtty with· a: plea to 
search' their heartS". The gra'li ty of our aetior.,, jeopard:t­
zing· our future s and suffering the indignities of jeers and; 
j ail,. 15 t estimocy- to our comm1 ttment and the irrnneciiaeY of 
the ·issue . Some will be deterred by· our action, but few ... 
wiDl r emain i ndiff er ent. We have made our cornmi ttment. We 
ask those dete.rred by our action to re-segreh their heartEf• 
We bes eec-h thoge who iWi th us real:i.z·e the seriousnestt of "'1e 
.s:l tuat.l.o:n to t ake action also ... - to take the risk' of 
speaking ou t- and aotd.ng f or' "ihat whieh they know to be good 
and 'right-. 
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if wo groups blast African Center 
By JEANNE SADDLER 

State News Staff Writer 

As a follow-up to the 
>ccupation of the African 
~udies Center last . week, the 
Pan-A .frican Students 
Organization · in the A,merlcas 
(P ASOA) and the Black 
Llbe.ratlon Front (BLF) issued a 
joint statement questioning why 
so few black stud9cnts Involved in 
African studies were informed of 
an African Studies conference 
last week in Montreal. The 
Center's staff was attending this 
conference the day the 
organizations demonstrated. 

About 25 members of BLF 
and P ASOA demonstrated at the 
center Oct. 17 demanding that it 
be placed under black control. 

They charged that black 
students had been intentionally 
and systematically excluded 
from the center. 

"The number of African 
students born in mother Africa 
and those born in the Americas 
on this campus who participate 
in African Studies courses, at 
both the graduate and 
undergraduate levels, is very 
large, and number in the 
dozens," the statement read. 

"Yet as far as we have been 
able to discover, only four 
African students were informed 
about this conference, and only 
one eventually attended." 

The PAS0A and BLF 
statement also noted that the 
conference was obviously 
lntended for professors and 
students, and that the expenses 

of the students were paid. 
"If this episode amounts to a 

deliberate and callous display of 
discrimination and racism, then 
the African Studies Center, 
especially the center director, 
Char~s Hughes, must take full 
responsibility for having 
incurred the wrath of all African 
students on this campus," the 
two organizations stated. 

The students said t)lat they 
doubted that the omission was 
simply due to "indifference" or 
"administrative inefficiency." 
'Ibey demand~ that the Center 
Improve its organization and 
avenues of communication. The 
lncl~nt Wal! called an "insulting, 
p ful experience. 

"P~SOA and BLF want to 
make it crystal clear that they 
will no longer permit the center 
to rape and exploit the African 
students on this campus in the 
name of mother Africa. The 
African students are not too 
naive to realize that the center is 
a nursery-school for 
neo-colonialist academic 
scholars; we know all this," the 
statement read. 

Ruth Hamilton, asst. professor 
of sociology and the only black 
faculty member involved with 
the center, said that she would 
hate to think that the exclusion 
was deliberate, but she really 
could not say. 

"I think it's an extremely good 
idea for structural changes to 
take place in the center so that 
blacks have a greater deal to say 
about all aspects of its 
operation," she said. 

Mrs. Hamilton has submitted a 
proposal to Hughes that would 
expand the cente,r's programs so 
that undergraduate students 
would be able to major In 
African Studies. The proposal 
also includes courses on black 
America and provides for field 
experience in the black 
communities. Sl;le pointed out 
that Northwestern University 
already grants a certificate in 
African Studies. 

"African Studies pIOgrams 
were originally started by large 
wh lte institutio11$, and this 
origi,ial condition had 
perpetuated itself," she 
explained. "We should recruit 
and encourage black people to 
find out about the various 
aspects of African studies." 

In response to the statement, 
Hughes said not all students 
were notified because there was 
a limited amount of funds. All 
of the professors involved with 
the center were notified, and 

told to spread the word to their 
students. 

"Qut general announcements 
were not made in thei.r 
·classrooms," Hughes explained, 
"because of the lack of money. 
Gradu.ate students were 
probably notified for the most 
part." · 

The center's budget for this 
year Is $180,000, which includes 
salaries, Hughes said. He said 
that they have often requested 
more money, but never received 
more than a small Increase. 
Forty per cent or the Center's 
budget is subsidized by the U.S. 
Olfice or Education. 

At the Montreal conference, 
jointly sponsored by the 
Canadian African Studl.es Assn. 
and the African Studies Assn. of 
the United States, only one-third 
of the participants were black, 
Hughes said. 

Referring to. the charge of 
exclusioJl, James R. Hooker, 
professor of history said, "I.f 
they'll believe that, they'll 
believe anything. Every single 
one of my students who 
dis Jayed an interest, went." 

ooker said that there was 
nothing new about the 

conference, which is held every 
October in different cities. He 
explained, however, that 
professors in the center spend 
most of their time with students 
who they know best, and who 
contact them. He said that these 
were the students that would 
probably know about the 
confenmr.P. . 

"It ·never occurred to me that 
undergrads would go except at 
their own expense, becaw:e this 
is a professional organizatJon, 

~

nd undergraduates are In the 
rocess of becoming 

rofessionals," he commented. 
The statement was signed by the 
executive councils of BLF and 
PASOA. P ASOA is a statewide 
organization, formed last April, 
with chapters at the University 
of Michigan and Wayne State. 
The MSU chapter is headed by 
Kamuyu Kangelthe and Maina 
Kinyatti. 2 S- 6 ---------------



l~",r 
'U' committee · 
works to end ; 

racial conflict 
By MARILYN PATTERSON 

State News Staff Writer 
A mul ti-racial committee expects to 

r~ot t to ttre Academ1c Council ea~1Y 
thls fall on proceduves fo1· investiga tt)lg 
and adjudicating complaints of rae tal 
discl'imfoatlon on campus, WUb:ur 
Brookover, .Professor of secondary edu­
cation and chairman of the committee, 
said Tuesday. 

Brookover said the committee is work­
ing to "develop procedures of creating 
a more positive climate to improve prac-
tices" of campus racial relations. .. 

" We are under the assumption that 
the situation can be improved, that there 
may be practices on campus that :ex­
cise racist kinds of actions," he . said. 

The committee has looked at the by­
laws of the University, the Acade~ic 
Freedom Report and the by-laws of Ufe 
faculty and Universi ty labor union -con­
tracts with an eye to the kinds of pol­
icies that have been stated and the prq­
cedures that have been involved, he saig. 

'Our concern is the entire• Univers1t.y 
community, not just the faculty oi 't4e 
st.udents,' ' 81,ookover continued. ' 'We are 
wo11king toward a general polity of deal­
Ing with complaints of discrimination but 
we don' t want our procedures to take ~he 
place of already existing procedures for 
investj:gation and redress." 

Brookover said that it is "prematur. " 
to .ta lk abour specific procedures t_hat the 
committee is considering. However, two 
subcommittees of the multi-racial com­
mittee are now working ,on tentative 
statements on some of the commit-
tee 's ideas. ,'///,,() ·h-"1, - acc L /,~ .,.,...,; . ........,.......,,c- '? ,., 

The members, appointed by Acting" 
President Adams, are Brookover ; David 
Berlo, chairman of the Dept. of Com­
munications; John. Henderson, professor 
of economics; . C.C. Killingsworth, pro­
fessor of labQr_ and industrial relations; 
Hidcya Kumata, professor of communi­
catirns ; Stan McClinton, ASMSU cab­
inet vice president for black affairs; Don­
ald Nickerson, asst. professor of special 
education, and Charles Thornton, East 
Lansing graduate student. 



African group backs ·BLF 
• 

studies center takeover 
By JEANNE SADDLER 
Stat.e News Staff Writer 

The Pan-African Student 
Organization in the Americas 
(PASOA) released a statement 
Sunday giving their support to 
the Black · Liberation Front's 
(BLF) take-over of the African 
Studies Center last Thursday, 

"Like BLF, PASOA feels that 
the cent.er should be under 
'black control.' The way the 
center is now, from top to 
bottom, it is controlled., 
dominated, directed and 
operated entirely by whites," 
the statement read. 

The African students said that 
the cent.er excludes blacks from 
.the policy-making process, and 
that the cent.er itself reflects a 
white caste and is identified with 
a white culture. 

In two specific examples, 
PASOA said that the only black 
faculty member in the center, 
Ruth Hamilton, asst. professor 
of sociology, was excluded from 
the policy-making process, and 
charged that the center gave an 
assistantship to teach Swahili to 
a white student this fall while 
there are African students who 
speak Kiswahili fluently and 
better qualify to teach the 
subject. 

One African student explained 
that Kiswahlll ls the real name of 
the language and that Swahili 
was the name of a nation of 
people. 

Referring to the many natlonaJ 
crises on the African continent 
recently, the students said, 
"Pan-African Students 
Organization questions why the 
cent.er has completely failed to 

direct its energies and resources 
toward rendering · itself more 
relevant and competent to deal 
with the challenging times and 
conditions of black people in 
Africa, in the United States and 
in the West Indies." 

P ASOA said that African 
students in the Americas had 
shown a "burning desire to 
reclaim their African heritage," 
and that any study or approach 
to African studies in North 
America must begin with at least 
a brief history of this interest. 

"The center has failed to 
realize this, a.nd this is its 
contradiction," PASOA stated. 

"In moving toward this Important for the cent.er to 
objective, Pan-African Students , "address itself in relevant 
Organization charges the center educational ways which will 
with playing the old game of eventually change American 
"divide and rule;" with its racist public opinion on this campus 
refusal to include the blacks in based on deep racism. 
any participation in the 
decision-making process." 

The Pan-African Students 
called an African Studies Center 
on campus a necessity, but said 
that it must involve the "black 
faculty, the African students 
from abroad and the African 
students born in the United 
States." 

PASOA said that it is more 

"In summing up," the 
statement said, "both P ASOA 
and BLF are waiting and 
watching carefully l,for an 
immediate response regarding 
the African Studies Center and 
its program . . . The black 
students want to make it clear 
that they can destroy the center, 
but the center cannot destroy 
them." "2.S~ 


