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WHAT IBA. "PR.EE UNIVERSITY"1 lt is aa attempt t• retUrll to the traditieaa.l 
ceace~ •f tae colm\Uli.ty of scholars, tae coacept en which ueat UlliTersities. 
ha.Te 'beea lnlil t i the pa.st. It is a eroup of people sha.riq their ideas oa t.~ 
ice et impertance ud excitement to them. It is an alterna.tive to the drab, 
automated education of course outlines, credits, multiple-choice exams and IBM 
cards. The free wtlversity is lea.rnin&, free from the pressures of finals, re­
search dollars and "image." 

WHY .A. FREE UNIVFBSITY i• East Le.Dsiae? What can a series of seminars &Dd. 
lectures oa unusual topics-albeit topics ot great import&nce--do for students 
at Michigu State University? The anaver is to be found in the nature of the 
university to which the Free University is an alternative. 

THE ~ITY O.F TJiE 1960 1s, the multiTersity envisioned 'by' Clark .Kerr in 
his 'book "The Uses of the University", ba.s no room for the debate and o·pen-mind­
edness which have characterized the universities of the past and which, in al­
tered form, still characterize the best universities today. The multiversity 
is a closed system; stud.ents are only one element in a ir&IMi dHip, which also 
includes per~etua.lly smooth administration, research contracts, tax dollars, 
"safe• reacline lists &Dd bigier and bieger enrollments, without an effort to!.­
prove the real education of students. Despite the fact tha.t thousands more stu­
dents atteDd eTery year-Michigan State's enrollment now jumps by three to four 
thousand a year-students play a diminishing role in the shaping of their own 
education. When they try to aive tnemselves a.n effective say in the runnin& of 
their u:aive~ities, they are met either with oppositiOD. and failure or with an 
iuvitatioa to pa.rticipat.e in an administration study project. Little is left 
for the student other than to sit back and absorb what is aiven to him--or to 
speak out in pretest aica,inst tbe dullness and restrictions of the curriculum. 

"PREE UN~ITIFS"HA.VE DEVbWPKD in a.03" citiea across the country as 
c•rmnmities of scholars-students &Dd teachers alike-have beeun to search for 
a better and more flexible path to education. In Ea.5t Lt\nsinc u in other 
places-in some ways, in Fast Lansing more than in otber places-there is A 

need for thi~ attempt at open-minded, sha.rini education. 

EAST LANSING IS the home of John A.. Hannah, the ambivalent civil riihts 
leader; of Wesley Fishel, the professor -~o set out to sa:ve VietlllUll,; of the 
Dation's foremost schools of police administration and hotel manaaement; of 
the "livine-learoing complexes" Yhich imprison 15,000 students; of the Michi­
aa.n State Neva, which "covers" and stifles the campus "like a bl&Dket",; of 
Pa.ul Schiff, who fou,tht in Federal Court for nearly & year just for th" right 
to an education; of the five students arrested for handing out anti-var liter­
ature; of the authoritarian Board of Student Publica:tiona and the new publica,­
tions ,it seeks to reiUlate. In F.ast Lansilli as in other places a Free .Univer­
sity i:s needed to present an alternative to the education which allOWB]these 
developuent.s. 

-over-
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, THE PREE UNIVE&5ITI OP ~ LANSOO is. ·new ud experime11:tal. It offers few 
·· courses but these it. ~ffers are based on a. desire for UDllerstandiq of prMleu 
crucial

1
te modern aociety and the individuals it eabraces-vbether or not such 

UDderst&Ddi~ is marketable or Y!,luable for three or four credi~. The Free t;Jni­
Teraity of East Lanaiq will beein now to explore the real function ot moderD 
education, Uld will continue ,to explore and develop as loq as the "reiUlar" md­
versity makes it a necessity. 

-courses• · spring 66 
MODUUi CIVILIZAl'IONa Man Vis-a-Vis Power - Vincent Lombardi, instructor in 

social scieace; Wednesday e••nilae•• 

THE EXPWITATION OF COUil& The ilricao. Experience Onraea.s - James R. Hooker, 
associate _profeaeor of History- aad ilrican studies; Joseph Roberts, assis­
tant professor of political science; Duliel Walden, assistant professor ot 
American thoU£ht a.nd laneuage; a series of seminars on the black mua in 
ilric~ and .America; time to be &llDOUDced. 

AMERICAN IMP1!RliLISMs External and Internal Manifestations - .aoeer Howard, 
Briu Keleher, Paul Schiff, £radua.te students i.o. politican scien'ts and. 
history; Thursday evenings. 

SOCIAL ~i The Student and Seciety - JoJ:m. Ellis, eradua.te assistant 
ill sociolea; Monday eveninp. • 

.AWUISHa Phil.sophical, P&ycholo:rical, Sociolo1ic&l Aspect,s - M&rtba. Aldenbrand, 
MelTiD Bucholtz, poets am ,rad.uate assistants in American thoU&rht and lane­
ua.ce; time to be &DDounced. 

CHRISTIAN THOOOHT IN THE ~T-cHRISTIAN V(IU..Ih Mil ton Povell, assistaat p~ 
fessor ot .American thoupt a.nd langu&&e; ReTereDd Robert Gardner, All­
Saints Episcopal Church; Tuesday eve:niqB. 

MODmN COO>l&s (ill coDjunction'I-Zith MSU Film Society showinaB) - Dot.14i:la.s Lackey, 
dir.,,ctor I I-BU Pilm Society; Friday a.nd Saturday evanin.,s, follovi,na Pila: 
Society ahoviaas. 

AWARmmss .AND ARTs Beb Veil; "meeti:ae from time to time ••• ia Dice weather ••• 
vhen the sun ia shinine•••bY the Reel Cedar ••• te be a.rra.qed. iA advance.• 

LIPE DR.A.Vim and SKJi.TCHDlzs both by Michael Darla; student, art najor; times 
to be annoUDced. 

* * * * * * 
THERE WILL BE NO TUITION-A TOKEN ADMINISTRA'l'IVE FEE WILL BE CJWiGED 

Pre-Registration Party: 

8 p.m., Wed., March 30, 130 Linden St., East Lansing . 


