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Of trees and tents

In a story book it might be called the
fand of Oz History books probably won't
remember it at all. It's the kind of place you
can stop to talk to a duck neamed Cecilia
or become Il feet tall on a wobbly pair
of stilts. Long-haired kids with bare feet
walk along with uniformed police. Tents of
all descriptions are spread out along the
walks, some the best store-bought kinds and
some made of plastic and blankets tied
together between trees.

It's the kind of place you won't find the
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usual litter about. Supper is cooked on a
makeshift grill made of bricks and steel
rods. Dinner is free for anyone who_ seems
a bit adventurous, and there is always
plenty of free lemonade. - . £

People talk quietly of polificé; of Car
bodia and Washington, of themselves and
friends and sing of peace and love. k)

There isn't any violence here, but it fsn't
called the land of Oz. The kids on campus
at Michigan State call it People's Park.



MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY East Lansing, Michigan 48823

May 4, 1970

Milton B. Dickerson, Vice President for Student Affairs, today
issued the following statement on behalf of the MSU Administration:

The university administration has attempted in the extreme to take
a tolerant and understanding attitude toward the '"People's Park." The
fact that camping and cook fires are in violation of at least two university
ordinances was overlooked temporarily in the hope that those involved would
themselves disband after a few days. This indulgent view was aided by the
deportment of the park's inhabitants who generally conducted themselves with
decency and friendliness. For example, there was no known involvement by the
park people in Friday night's serious disturbances.

We respect these individuals for such conduct. We respect, and indeed
many of us may envy, the desire for physical freedom, the urge to be closer
to nature and the feeling of companionship exhibited by the park inhabitants.

Nevertheless, the continuation of the park in its present form poses
serious problems for the university which it cannot ignore.

1. Brief toleration of violation of university ordinances, no matter
how benign the infractions, cannot be extended to permanent abdication
of responsibility. The university is legally accountable for
enforcement of its ordinances.

2. There are indications that the camp may be becoming a temporary
haven for non-students -- juveniles and others who may be attracted
to it. The ebb and flow of the camp population as is dictated by
weather and whim makes it impossible to provide proper security
for individuals by the university or the student campers themselves.
The university cannot tacitly or otherwise ignore the responsibility
for this very real danger.

3. While the general neatness of the inhabitants in terms of litter
and debris could well be a model for the student body as a whole,
the physical situation of the park makes sanitation a definite
and growing problem. The health of the campers and others is
involved.

4. Continuing to countenance illegal existence of the park would make
it difficult, if not impossible for the university to reasonably
object to the erection of tents and camping equipment elsewhere on
the campus.

5. The park is located in one of the busiest areas of the campus. Its
boundaries continue to spread, with people and equipment threatening
to inhibit access to the area. Additionally, damage to the grounds
and trees cannot be avoided.




It is recognized that many students not directly involved with
the park take a benevolent or disinterested attitude toward its
existence. Others, however, have objected strenuously. Noise
has become a factor. Complaints from parents and legislators
also have been received. The park is on State property given
over to the university to administer. The fact that it is
public property does not mean that any member of the public can
do with it as he wishes. Reasonable rules must be effected to
provide the maximum use and enjoyment for all the public. The
university believes that its rules are not unreasonable. It is
willing to go as far as it can to accommodate the wishes and
interests of the students.

For the above reasons, on Sunday representatives of the Dean of
Students Office asked the inhabitants of the park to voluntarily end their

camping.

But the university, being sympathetic to the peaceful and humane

spirit of the park, is prepared to discuss alternatives to preserve this

spirit.

Among the alternatives for discussion are the following:

1.

Continuation of the recreational activities on the present site,
but without overnight camping or cooking.

Willingness to develop more permanent facilities for these
recreational and '"rap' activities either at the present site
or one which is more acceptable or preferred by all MSU students.

Willingness to study jointly with students factors involved in
developing a permanent site for student camping.

The university enters these discussions in good faith in the hope
that positive results may emerge. It confidently expects that the park
inhabitants and the rest of the student body will approach this issue in
the same constructive spirit.




Campus Police Evict
‘Free East’ Campers

By PAT MURPHY
State Journal Staff Writer

Campus police put an end
to tent city at Michigan State

University early today. They

evicted about 50 persons from

a lot near the Veterinary Clin-
ic at Bogue and Wilson.

Police closed in on “Free
East”—as it was called by
those who established it—about
4:30 a.m. today.

Richard O. Bernitt, director
of public safety, said officers
met with no resistance. One
person was arrested, Bernitt
said, after officers learned he
was wanted by the State Police
for a traffic violation,

Bernitt said there were about
30 tents in the area and occu-
pants were simply instructed
to pack up and leave. Any
tents they left behind were
confiscated temporarily.

Bernitt said closing the tent
¢ity today was connected with
Sunday s commencemen! ex-
ercise.

“We wanted to clean up the
area before graduation,” Ber-
nitt said. “If we would have

C  Mmsu )

waited, our maintenance peo-
ple might not have had suffi-
cient time.”

Closing of the tent city was
hardly a surprise move. Resi-
dents of the city reportedly
held a farewell party last week
in anticipation of their evic-
tion.

Bernitt said police intelli-
gence reports were that last
week there were only 10 or 15
people living in Free East, all
of whom he said were nonstu-
dents,

Free East was one of two

tent cities that sprang up after -

thgir residents—students and
nonstudents of varying ages—
decided the communes were
the best way to lead a free, un-

“inhibited life.

The first tent city, “Peoples
Park,” was established on
April 25, in an area bounded
roughly by Wells and Erickson
residence halls and the Inter.
national Center.

That park faded without fan-
fare as residents either moved
away or shifted to Free East.

The existence of the parks
prompted criticism from Mich-
igan residents and legislators,
who pointed out that camping
violated a campus ordinance. .

Both the campus and East
Lansing police had reports of
run-away youngsters living in
the tent’ cities.

¢
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U park rormea
during weekend

By LINDA KNIBBS
State News Staff Writer

Woodstock MSU, a people’s
park, was created over the
weekend in the grassy area
between Wells and Erickson
halls.

“There is no place on campus
for people to get together,” a
boy who preferred to beknown
as Ajax said. “This is it.”

The philosophy of the park
was recorded on a piece of paper
posted to a tree:

‘“We, the people, having
discovered this unused and open
space, Do hereby and henceforth
claim this area (land, Michael!)
for our use and the use of our
brothers and sisters by the
power vested in us by virtue of
our respective godhoods and/or
gods, whatever that is. Love it;
care for it; until the rivers run
dry, the land blows away, the
mountains fall into the sea, or
the cobalt 60 gets us all (or we
all get busted).”

The idea for the park
originated during a meeting at
Case Hall Friday night. The park
began Saturday afternoon when
people moved to the area after

_Case Hall’s Festival of Life.

{‘About 4 p.m., we decided to
come ~here to this liberated
zone,” Ajax said.

Saturday night more than

100 people gathered at the park,
a girl called Miss Ralph
estimated, and about 50 spent
the night. Three tents were put
up, but most people slept under
the stars.

“Only a third of the people
were from Case,” Miss Ralph
said. ‘“The rest came from all
over the campus.”

Sunday afternoon the park
attracted nearly 500 people, The
Mad Dog and the Family Band
played music while people sat on
the grass, climbed trees, danced
and enjoyed the sun. Others
played volleyball, shot water
pistols and flew kites.

Some people were handing
out flyers saying, ‘“Don’t buy
tickets, go free”«to the ASMSU
open air concert scheduled for
May 24.

A girl announced over the
band’s loudspeaker that money
would be collected from the
crowd to buy food.

“If you donate some money
we can all eat,” she said.

Food has been cooked over
small campfires near the tents.
Campus police visited the park
several times to check on the
fires, Miss Ralph said.

The park will probably
remain until the end of the term,
Ajax said. A marshmallow roast
is planned for Tuesday night.

r



Dickerson lets

Free park stay

} The residents of Free, a
- people’s park between Wells and
Erickson halls, were pressured
Monday night — but not by
University officials.

“As long as they are not
damaging property they can
stay,” Milton Dickerson, vice
president for student affairs, said
Tuesday. “I understand they are
happy, and we are not in the
business of making people
unhappy.”

Pressure did come from the
MSU Anarchists, sponsors of the
Friday motorcycle ride for peace
| to the Capitol.

The MSU Anarchists were at
Free Monday night trying to
“work up” the people, but they
didn’t have any luck, Debbie
Comstock, Norfolk, Mass.,
freshman said.

“The people here are not
radicals,” she said. “They just
want to come here to have a
ﬁgood time.”

Signs requesting participants
for the ’cycle rally are hanging
Fthroughout the park.

“But people’s park isn’t for
ay political reasons,” a student
amed David said.

J?p QOOd to

Dickerson said his main
concern is keeping the campus
beautiful, and he is hoping the
residents of Free will keep it
that way.

- A spokesman from the MSU
Dept. of Public Safety said
several men from that
department have been to the
park, but they have no plans of
interfering. i
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‘FREE’ CONTINUES

People’s Park’ A

grows in size

By CHAS FLOWERS
State News Staff Writer

Dotted with tents and campfires at night, the space
between Erickson and Wells halls remains what its name
denotes, “Free.” No word came Wednesday from the
administration to contradict the Tuesday statement by
Milton Dickerson, vice president for student affairs, that
“they can stay.”

Known also as Woodstock MSU and People’s Park, the
area has attracted an increasing number of campers and
participants in the various activities there since its beginning
Saturday.

An early morning rain Tuesday forced many campers
with makeshift tents to leave the park. But they returned
with plastic sheets and many slept throughthe Wednesday
morning rain.

“It’s generally agreed among the people here that this is
the real living - learning complex,” Nick Jackson explained.
“You can learn a lot more out here than you can in the
classroom.”

Jackson said he and others decided that last week’s
sleep-in in Brody Hall was not reaching enough people, so
they joined a group of Case Hall students who held a
“Festival of Life” in a field near Case Saturday.

Another student who has helped organize the park, Beth
Kutsche, Kalamazoo freshman, agreed that the park helped
bring people together.

“Instead of being in their separate cells all the time,
people can come here and have fun,” Miss Kitsch said,
adding that she lived in “liberated’”” Mason - Abbott.

People continue to come to the park. Some sing and play
instruments. Others cook food on a brick camp stove. None
mention leaving the park with its carnival atmosphere
described by one student, Mike Burgoyne, as ‘““functional
anarchy.”

Sitar man

Tony Karasek, Ferris State College sophomore,
entertains the residents of People’s Park with sitar music.
Togetherness and the celebration of life is the order of the
day as numbers grow at the park.

State News photo by Scott Friedl
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Mid-Campus Camp
At MSU Gets Ouster,

EAST LANSING (UPD
Fvery night at Michigan State
University about 100 students
line up for their vitamin pills
and bear stew before turning in
fur the night in their tents in the
middle of campus.

“The living is great and no
one has died from the food
ver' said one coed while peel-
g a polato for the
pot.’

"gl’(‘a| |

Administralors say they have‘ “When we started out here “This
rccewe@ vletters from studentsdas[ week, there were about grow up and the place to learn
compla.lnmg abput the park and | four or five tents,"” said Dickto be a kid again.”
the noise coming {rom a rock|Rosemont of Birmingham. “There’s nothing  political
concert heid there over thel''Now we sometimes have tohere,” said one student who
weckend. 'fill the pot three times. Andsnly identified himself as Ter-

The tents come in all shapes, more people keep moving in.” ry,” “We just want to get
sizes, colors and materials, Bul no one seems fo worry ogether.”
ranging from expensive store much, Tin cans are placed
varietics to makeshift tepees around the litter- free acre
and one parachute hanging where kids drop in money to
from a tree. In between class- pay for the food. Other persons

is a place to

She lives in one of the 80les, students enlertain them- hring food (o share, like the

tents in “People’s Park," des-
eribed by residents as a place
tn meet people and communic-
aln

MSU officials asked students
Monday to clear out the im-
promptu campground set up
April 25.

Officials asked the students to
Ieave voluntarily, ciling campus
ordmances against camping and
open fires, They sct no deadline
fur elearing the park, nor did
thev say what action might be
taken if the students do not
leavi,

seviés by reading, playing guit- bear meat.

ars and cards, talking or just A oo iieq botile of red-
suoning in the warm Spring .ojored vitamins rests on the
sunshine, . kitchen table for “those con-

“You can go to MSU for fourcarned with (heir nutrition.”

years and never meel anyone, " rpe park hogan when a group
said the girl. "t ] really “"";" of students decided to do some-
derful 1o get to know PeOPIC yino about the alienation they

again.” . . felt in the 40,000 - student uni-
At the park’s kifchen, consis- yorejiy  The camp -uc::tt wxa‘s

ting of an iron kettle aver an (jeip ANSWEE.
apen fire and a wooden table “This is ‘the plice o find

sheltered by a canvas cover on g 3 !
four poles, residents drift in yourself and ,t’he place to find
somenne else,” reads a poem

and oul to do their part in get- :
o W BEE packe )
ting dinner under way. The job ked on a bulletin board.

is nol an easy one since no one
ever knows how many people
are coming to dinner.

s

—UPI| Telephoto

“People’s Park’ on Michigan State University Campus



cpor THiTU LET A THOUSANP FPARKS RBLOOM?.

s, . Y educatlonal fads it is said. "Things always happe’x flrst
at Berkley:oM-@n''a 270 "} z‘SO' lot owned by the Berkley regents
the first "people s parl‘" 'appeared in lay of 1969. The
uninproved vacant lot, neither on .the campus nor- being pu't to
any use by the unlverglty, was appropriated by non- bureaucra‘ts
self -styled "the people." "The occupants of the Park," accordmg
to Wolin -and Gchaar, "wanted to use the land for a variety of
projects, strange but deeply natural, which defied cuStomary
forms and expectations, whereas, at worst, the University saw
the land as something to be fenced, soil-tested, processed ’
through a maze of commlttees and i':mally encased in the tlght
and tidy form of rational design." 1

Inflexible rules and ordinances were found and repeated to
the scores of squatters f rom thc university and the community.
When the bureaucracy noticed that there was no respect for their
authority, i.e., when the repe‘tltlon of the rules had no effect,
power was used,. and the police were called. The battlelines
were dravn: the "free people!" -~ liberated from the obedience
of habit, and with convictions. toward humanizing rather than
ordering their world -- on one side; and, on thée other, the
inflexible university bureaucracy -- unequipped to understand
the life style on their land, and with Reagan's: well-equipped
stom troopers. reaély to aid in keepma order and smashing
anarxchy .

Against assault by air and land,the defenders of people's
park were like the Ethiopians fighting lussolini's air force
with rocks. Citing problems of sanitation, safety, legal
liability, outside elements, and the refusal to organize a
responsible committee, ' the university unleashed the police.
Heads were smashed ano the area was sprayed with pepper gas
(banned by the Geneva Convention in war). Fences were erected
and guarded. The land today remains barren, but the spirit
of people's park lives on.

A yvear later liichigan State University had its very own
Peoplels Park. If I remember it with something other than
the ugpal: warm glow, at least I am not beating a dead whore.
Prostitution :6f spontanceous humanity into the rltuallzed
foms of collective living is alive, flourlshlng, and under--
mining efforts to create a liveable society. : The whole
problen is summed up in a State llews descr:.ptlon* the park '
did give the 'straight'' middle-class students a chance to
temporarily enjoy a'tfree life! without social repurcu551ons."2
The inantheiticity of MSU's people's park is evident in
the temporary escape and in the avoidance of ™social repur-
cussions,! At the time of Canbodla and Kent State, many
1. Wolin, Sheldon and Schaar Joln. '"Berkley:The Battle of

People's Park, 'The New York Review of Books June 19 1969,p 29
2. State News, Uelcome Veek issue, p. A2 i
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students across the country demonstrated their horror.
Mnd perhaps wallowing in the sunny haze of People's Park
was no more futile than writing to Congressmen and parti-
cipating in peace marches to effect needed changes, but the
passive, cynical resignation from assorted communes of drop-
outsi only fanned the resentments of the unlibérated whllé '
still allowing the gavemnen‘c to perpctrate 1‘Ls I\ents and g
Cambodias. -

The administration's handling of the parlk matched ‘the
. indulgence of 'the residents. Dven though '"Free;" as the
- park was- called, lacked the legitimacyof its ‘Berl'cley '
predécessor, no ‘attack like Berkley®s occured. ~Rather than
in-amunused lot off -campus, the celebrators of the April™’
25 Case Mall Festival of Life camped in the very center of
the 'campus between Uells Hall and Bxickson Hall, ju'st -
across the river from the Adnm:.sk.ra‘tlon Bulldlng. Md
rathexr than plianting flowers ‘and grass, and building ‘sw'ings A
. for neighborlicod children as at Berkley, the residents ;
«id1led the grass with sone 100 tents that did not m‘grove

S has

< Ahe area(other than painting the sidewalks)ioxr. benefit”

canyone. Proper revolutionaries said the pazlk was’ a 'haven

for mifldle-class ChlldIGn supported in the university elite
by the sufferings of the poor and black. The- fact that the
youth of people's paxk-liSU could choose and' later escape from
their slums marks a great difference from a youth who
is:pemanently and involuntarily trapped in a real slum. A
girl.passing through the park was told to "smile, it's frece."
She corrected the park philosophy by responding, 'no, it's
taxable. "3 B s

Tleanwhile, the ‘Caxpayc:cs a.statistical majority of ''the

people; " were not anused at the blight' they perceived in '
the middle of 118U, and were further alienated by a photo-
graph of a circle of undressed residents. 'It's a problem

of an obvious violation of University ordinances," Vice-
President Perriné said. '"When you allow it, then you are
subject to legitimate tuestlons from the leglslature and the
public as tc why . "4

As had Berkley's People's Park, LiSU's '"Free" raised:

questions of adnml_,tlatlve flexibility and the erosion of
authority. Cn Liay 2 1970 The University requested that the
inhabitants of " the parl‘. voluntarily end their camping, noting

ordinances - on Luilding fires, camping, the menance of a non-.
student haven, aid the adnu,lstra’tlon 's concem for the
sanitation’ and saf ety of the residents, Vice-President for
Student Af fairs-1iilton Dickerscr echoea Bérkley in his |
statement with the added advantage of being able to note,
"The park is locatéd in one of the busiest areas of the’
canpus. Its boundaries continue to spread; with people and .
equipnent ‘Lhrea‘Lenmg to mhvb:u. access to:the area. Add-- -
ttiomally, damage to the grounds od trees cammot be avoided.s

Zg. Ihide; ‘Pe 2A ;"'- 2 p ’ W ik LS
4. Gtate llews, liay 4, 1970, p. 3
5. Ibid., p. 4
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. Within hours the KHent State murders occurred and the
university had to delay shutting down the park to combat the
student strike that followed. DBy liay 19 the administration
had moved the park(actually there were then two parks, one

nore or less sanctioned; until the end of the term). Summer Z,;f
o n

came and with the student exodus the park and strike died,

So, now that 1t 's gone and should be a pleasant momory,
don 't lmock it, right? But though the burcaucratic problem
of the tents is gone, there is for the student committed to
social change a continuing struggle to avoid being silenced
by a benign neglect of his eccentricities.(American society
“'while allowing his long hair and pot-smolking(so long as he
is an accredited: menber of the elite) bums peasants .
Vietdlam and.:.std¥ves blacks in the ghettoes.) There is a
strong lure to tne romance of growing youxr food in some
far-off commnune .and "getting yourself togethex.! But
there are social rep#rcussions to withdrawing from the
sordid world into the splendid, pu¥e self. First, it appears
to adults, that the political involvement of the peace movement |
the strike; and the'licCarthy campaign was merely a fad, that
Youth has no real commitment to obtaining peace and equality.
Second and .also unintentienally,.it gives tacit approval to
the status o to groove'on the state's land, or even to
retu Iﬁ?%mmtﬁIOP erty. Certainly
one does not withdraw to the happy, simple Life to support the
society from which he withdraws. Dut without trying to be
"alienateder than thou ," I still assert that this latest
forn of slumming: is an individual luxury we can ill affoxd. e
Indeed, it is symptomatic of the same selfish sloth that has *
allowed the eroision of the American drean into its current
nightmarec.

Abandoning the technological world for a simplexr life is
not a viable altemative for most people. Lack of sanitation
is not a particularly admirable goal. Dut new life-styles '
that overcome the dehumanization of the computerized burecaucratic
world are necessary. /nd experiments in free living cannot
instantly produce the answers, but any life style that abandon's’
nmost of one's fellows cannot save us. Society must be humanized,
not abolished. As'yet, a concentrated effoxt has not been
nade to end the war. DRefore retreating either into revolution
or into apathy, we must make that effort, abandoning illusions
about the ease of our task and about the validity of the
tactics we have thusfar been using. : :

It will require more than a few hours a week, and
certainly will not meet with instant success. At every tum
attempts to placate us without our goals will be made(e.g. the .
one day cooling-off period used by the administration during
the first weelk of the strike, the draft lottery, and the 'phasing
dowmn'" of the war),but: - by hard worlk, these goals may be reached..
Occaisional demoristrations and parls may  be necessary for
relaxation, but they must not be allowed to become ends in
themselves--travesties of frecedom. Let us returm to the work
of subverting this country back towards its ideals.

~-Stephen Iuxrray




TIRRY TERIY RITURISCI

"RIFORLIL is al.L'Jayg the creation of [to write - IJ
new usages. ... Any refoim J /to wr:u,c torwait to be to s:.t to think
movenent whlch is limited to / seventies and empty cere” lbox
correcting \.loven’y or '"'hpshod * broken switch and snooz.z. 'Zz...alarm
abuses_ in our university will ~ / can't write for shit.
lead inevitably to a i zform / if just to pass the time until........
whicﬁ{--;i,q equally - siovenly . " / Tut.e.n-....that's always '

-Jose Ortega y -Gassect, / what a thought

lission of the Unives

ity to write to wait to be to sit to think
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Since the draft still remains a major problem for most
studeits, I have decided to once again begin sul:nitting"helpful
hints fox those who have %111l not decided to have nothing to
do with-the dxaft systen at all _("Jh'i..,h is: plobably the bes st
suggestion) .and thoue whosc nunber will be commg up f;o‘r"che,

first time ian '7%. : ’

' oo L pould fixst! rcco*znmrl the obu\:mmg of. the Handbooh for
Conscienticus Objécteis, pxin u(_c. by the CCC. I“t's vely
informative == not: just -EOL covs. $1.00.

Msoy if unyanc has any good sugges tions:ox I\hoxr of* good
draft’ counselors; pleace fubnit then to me ot he phalans‘tery
offiece. -

{The .follow:mg is fxom JOO1 Uajs \.o.Bea'L rl:he Draft)

11. Start to menstwlate. (better-red than dead.)

67 . 'Get your friends to C"’U.Cl.fj you. ,
125, .Become chaiman of the Comnltn.ce to Legal:.ze Ilar:LJu:ma. o .
252.; Teax:up your contrat social. . '
271. Send a German uhcphercl instead because you heard that a

Germon shephcxd is worth ten soldiers (especially against
_.‘ - ‘,Jom;m)._.. ‘. ous voz

"TXIIEREFORE you rust always lzeep‘_!jh mind that a path is only a
path;. if you feel yoa should not follow it, you must not ‘stay
with it under -any condition's. To have Such clarity you must lead
"a disciplined life, OCnly %fhen will you lmow that any path is
only. a.path, and there'is no affrent, to oneself ox to others
in. dropping it ix that 1< what your heart tells-you to do. But
your decision te keep on the path o: to leave it must be free
of fear oxr ambi®icn. I wam you. Look at evexry path'closely
and deliberately . 1lxy i% as many times as you think necessary.
Then,ask vonxself, and you:r"cli' alone, one question. This
qu@fgt:[-(?ﬂ As an 'tLq‘t orly a very cld nan asks. 'Ily benefactor
told me-abou®iit elice 'when I was young, and ny blood was too
,M;.goxouu for me to. vndoruiand it. Ilow I do understand it. I
t.rll;l. tell you.what it is: Does this path have a‘heart? ""All :
path., are the same: ‘they lecad nowhere. They:are paths going
through the bush; or into the bush. Mn nmy ownilife: T ¢ould. say-.
I have travewscd long, long pauh but I am not snywheére. ‘liy
benefactor's question has meaning now. Does this path have a




