
Legislators hit protesters, 

threaten appropriations 
By JIM SCHAEFER 

State News Staff Writer 
The reactions of state legis

latures to' the student demon
strations in recent weeks in
cludes a resolution "on top of 
the calendar" threatening ap
propriation cuts to colleges 
and - univ.ersities, and a visit 
by a senator and representa
tive to the MSU campus last 
week. 

Some confusion still exists 
about the exact nature of the 
visit of the two legislators 
on Friday and the events that 
happened during it. 

In his comments on Mon
day, Sen. John T. Bowman 
claimed that such conventions 
as that held by SDS, would 
bring " nolhi n§...Jm~o:!::r,e~t~,j,L.-"""""" 
~ 

"The taxpayers aren't going 
to tolerate this kind of con
vention in a state supported 
institution," said Bowman, D
Roseville. 

"The University had better 
start considering the feelings 

place for the highly ,notivated 
people in the organization "to 
vent their spleens" and keep 
moving "as a group in the 
democra tic fashion." 

The SDS member said that 
the legislators had not come 
for active debate, but to in
dulge _ in What 1m ' called "red· 
aaiting,' or " putting the onus 
<1Il the inaividual through the 
label" 

The concurrent resolution 
in the state House, sponsored 
by some 60 signatures, is 
directed toward "unauthorized 
students' protests and illegal 
activities on the campuses of 
state supported colleges and 

of the taxpayers. The fact 
that the convention was held at 
MSU demands some reasonable 
explanation from the Board of 
Trustees or President Hannah. 
(Don Stevens, chairman of the i: 
MSU Board, said Tuesday he 
is sending a statement to Bow- ( 
man ill the rna il l. '~ 

"This is way beyond the scope I 
of what we call academic free
dom," said Bowman. 

"One of the participants told 
me that what llappened at Colum
bia University is nothing com-' 
pared to what's going to happen I 

here." > " 

When asked whether he had 
entered the convention, Bowman ( 
said an " administrative aide 
had paid the $5 registration 
fee. but he (Bowman) did not 
go in. 

Mike 'Price, a leader of the 
MSU chapter of the SDS dis- ( 
agreed with Bowman's version 
of what happened. 

"It was one of the grossest 
publicity stunts I've ever seen 
in my entire life," price said. 
"The two legislators arrived 
with press secretaries and thE 
channel 2 Detroit news media 
so they could perform for thE 
cameras." 

"They asked to be admitted. 
The MSU chapter decided they 
would admit them as observen . 
if they would register. 

" Acting through the presE 1 

secretaries, they paid the money 
but would not use their real 
names.': 

Price added that when the ( 
SDS demanded they use their 
real names, the legislators c 
stopped registering. t 

"We kept the money; they v 
didn't ask for it back. Maybe t 
we'll donate it to the Uni- v 
versity for appropriations." o' 

price noted the importance of 
the convention in providing a tJ 

universities, " 
Basically, the legislature, 

under the resolution, demands 
that "administrative officials 
and governing boards" of the 
state educational' institutions 
identify and ~pell students in
volved in 'um:uly demonstra
tiol;ls ~ seizure of buildings, " 

If these university officials 
"cannot or will not maintain 
student order and discipline on 
their caID'puses,'~ the resolu
tion threatens a reduction in 
appropriations to the colleges 
and universities involved "in 
proportion to the number of 
riotous and undisciplined stu
dents." 
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NICHIGAN S'r/-I.TE 

STU 0 E N T S F [J I~ A 
OEMOCRAllC 

SOCIETY 

AN ORGANIZATION COMMITTED TO: 

RACIAL EQUALI'ry 

DISARJVIAJVIENT 

JOB S AND ABUNDANCE 

CIVIL LIBERTIES 

LIBERAL EDUCATION 

OU1~ hop.s i:il h't.ullan freedQm ·, 1rife seek a society in which men 
have, nt las-o, the chance to make the decisions which shape 
'their li1T'es ~ Our q'Uk~t is Tor a poli tical and economic order 
in which pOWSJ? and plenty aX'e us ed .for the wides t social bene
fi t ~ a p 'al"ticips tory democ;;ra cy i n which men can come to know 
eaeh other alld themselve,s as human beings in the fullest sense. 

S.DoS. is a movement o.f people~ organized in chap~ers or in
dependently, v.rho study and participate in daily struggles for 
social chango. 

Cor~itted to change in many spheres o.f society, S.D.S. mem
bers: 

-;.<WORK FOR CIVIL RIGHTS through direct action, publication, and 
support o.f the Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee and 
the Northern Student JVI0vem~nt. S.D.S. was active in school boy
cotts in Ch8ster~ Pa~; the desegregation o.f Baltimore amusement 
pa.rks; and it sponsored a Southwide il race and politics" confer
ence in Nortt: Carolina in 1961 .. 

*P1l.RTICIPATE IN ACTIVITY FOR PEACE AND DISARJVIAMENT. S.D.S, GF-
• I t:.,:= ~: ;:., y~otests and proposed peaco.ful solutions during the Cu.,. 

ba.l). and Viet-Nam crises; it produces numerous working papers on 
fo]?eign a.f.fairs~ 

*DRAJVIATIZE ECONOJVIIC DTJUSTrCES.. S.D.S. is organlzlng a Chicago 
,movement o.f the unemployed for jobs; supported striking workers 
in Wisconsin; will sponsor conferences on poverty and community 
organi zing in Haza.rd, Ky. and elsGwhere, and establish summer or
g~tnizing projects in several Northern and border a.rea.s. 
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·::':IN.Tf':C'l' COl\l;l'HOV.b;h~'l IN'I'O A srr,'In ·,\IIl:·".~ l';Ut<&.'I""''' · il.', ;:-;:L,0'.~'J..<,H", • 

·S . D .. S .. 'lrJOrks on cernplHl ngfl ~ nl3 t pa ternalis tic deans; lobbies 
at the National stuc.ont Congress for student freedom; stimu
la tes the croatian of new' or improved courses ou peace - rela 
ted and economic problex3~ 

-r.-SUPPORT POLITICAL INSURGENTS in th e fight for a govornment 
that 1rDuld promo t o social jus tic e " S,.DoS" produc 6s studies 
of the polit i c a l and elocLoral situation; SoD~S. meriliers un
officially h a v e particIpated i n Ne'VIT York r e form mov ements and 
in "peac e c a ndida t e s i1

, such as E~ S tua rt Hugh e s !> 

In the ' Co l d War a ll values ~re rc subordinate d to the Ad
ministration' s illong twilight strugg lo li

; tho human qualities 
of men were l e s ~"' v a lued thc:m t he ir ' loyalty to th e 'State; 
pressing soci~l p roblems were a voided in the intere st of 
na tions,l uni t y " 

But it is clear tha t a Ne~'r Kr8 j:'3 upon us, ma.king more ab •. 
surd the slmple c8t0S01':l.e::: and grand desi8ns of the Cold War .. 
A technological rovclution is tronsforming tho nature of war 
to unthinkable propurtions " Old forms of economJ.c organiza
tion, based on tho c:tain5.ng of man to the machine, a.re made 
obsoleto by the same procos~~ Another revolution, made by 
aspiring people the w:):c'ld Cll~O u..nd~ is undercutting long-estah .• 
lished baseS of puliticsl pDwor in the We8t~ . 

, 
American 10"'.der3 Dre 8.':. !ucmptil~g to manag8 social conflict 

and adjus t in toi{en "'J8~-S :Ju 1.;o,;hnologict"l and. revolutionary 
movements ~'.n 1',ho v:ol'ld '-nd in oLJ',r own society as well ~ The 
Administratlo~, p~82SGJ ~y ~' ~ dlC8l ~Gm8~ds from all sides , 
is pursuing <.iF'. P,ggJ'ossivG tskcnism \ThiGh is unlikely to meet 
the c,reat pol,icy rwod.:3 ,f th.e N01ri LI [) ~ dt38rmament, abundance 
and econom::() 'GJ.8m:~.',lg) m-;_~ :1'1).11 j t'c5~.1 c~qualityo 

, ..1... ' . 

Bu t;- 8> rim"-" Dnge:.' is ~ PO '1 "~ing 8. l)ol:~ ti cs of insurgent , and ' .. 
hopeful., ac i~:"J)1~u Ai,;er'_ca:: ':.;hc e~,v.1.J rights movoP1ent is de 
manding froedom EL:(~ :- :'1 ("i.' 8'. ::-let'y ·S8'\ .. ' from Hal' 8nd poverty; 
peacG acivocato;; 8J.~b cODclc.;dl1l8 t~-_ ·.i': :;"0::.' :.::;J.:, obstacles are 
less cru,:-:ial to Gehio'lini: [\ pL8cG!'nl 1'01'e:1.6 n policy than do 
nestic obst8.cloi~ pc .. Jd '~;y i]- I 1:163:' :lLtAres-cc lie v.rith the 
"Cold l.vn r; ~ tUdOE-CS 8nli :;(f.l'~;ci18C!',1' ,) 18 1'.=; 01 i::~l8. t higher learn-
ing 'lrJ.L th':;-;) .. t big)~ pJ.l~'pG.:.lC :,:'"Lloc'ls d corrupt 30ciety in need 
of chango; libcn:1l8 .. ,.~' .. '~;l'i(~"Jl;' 8:i."0 d1..sc'verhg that the" ' " 

. ,los s of pol.i ti c81 v' J.l1 peJ.'rrL:)~) -L~~.l'6 c.rscli t::LGilal organiza tions 

. .is not t~o p:ricc of '!jccury- but rattle;' the E'ign of defensi v e 
ness and s cagr18 'l.ion; r::.llioc:t3 of \"Li.:-rlorr;~Jnized\f Americans need 
reles se from tbe-:. i . .1a~'.':l.i. El e 01 lK):'..'8c.:nal emp tl.J18 S8 oX' 'the sharper 
grip of economj~ oxploitatio~~ 

II SDS ACTIVI'I'Y FOH A B E'Il'ETI 1tWR1:',D IS VFL1ALI1 .. ~r..op 0 \rJm~ Fi tts 
Ryan 

Il SDS HAS .BEEN nr 'l'IIE VANGU.ARD OF ~','ruDENT.'·URGANIZATIONS DEDI 
CATED TO'THE FOnCES OP 'JlRlIGRF.SS IN A; 'TERICA". 1l W&ltor Reuther 

Michigan state Students for A Democratic Soci e ty 
217 Centor st:c'oot Ea st Lansing, Mi9ho 

c, 'Il' N-' . • -" 3'3'7 2°3'''11, va· _L G vJ • . .~ c.. ,) 
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SDS Convention 
Disgrace to MS U 

Members. of the red-tainted Students 
for a I?emocratic Society, concluding 
their national convention on the Michi
gan State University c;ampus, have left 
town, and we say, "Good riddance." We 
hope that they never return. 

For an entire week, the SDS plotted 
ways and means of creating disorder on 
college campuses throughout the nation 
and how to spread the venom of "social
ist revolution" beyond the university 
campuses. The filthy literature distrib
uted at the convention, the vile and ob
scene language of so many of the dele
gates and the bedraggled, freakish cos
tumes of adherents, shaggy haired hip
pies, constituted a gigantic disgrace to a 
university that is supposed to be dedi
cated to the improvement of mankind. 

Why did Michigan State University 
permit such a mess on its property? 
Certainly university officials are well 
aware of the nature of this Communist
front organization, its aims and its 
objectives. To allow SDS to utilize uni
versity facilities for the purpose of fo
menting campus revolt can hardly be 
justified in the name of acade~ic free
dom. 

* * Students for a Democratic Society is 
not a democratic organization, despite 
its name. It is directed and mainly fi
nanced from totalitarian forces abroad. 
And its cry for academic freedom is a 
cruel hoax. There is no freedom to dis
sent in Communist-front organizations. 

A small but revolting example of 
SDS disdain for the rights of others was 
revealed when convention delegates re
peatedly blew smoke in the face of a 
State Journal woman reporter and used 
vile language- in demanding that she 
leave after being denied press creden
tials. 

The State Journal is proud of the fact 
that it was black-balled by such a con
temptible organization. 

A paper from the New York SDS Re
gional Labor Committee, distributed at 
the MSU convention, pictured Students 
for a Democratic Society as the crystaliz
ing force which will put an end to the 
capitalist system in this country "within 
the course of the new few years." . 

Brian Vallee, State Journal labor 
writer, sounded out a number of lo'cal 
labor leaders concerning their reaction 
to the SDS philosophy. It is interesting 
to note the comments of two of them, 
Albert L. Dutzy, executive director of 
the United Auto Workers Citizenship 
Council in Lansing, and Gary Thomas, 
president of the Greater Lansing Labor 
Council, together representing 35,000 
workers. 

* * * Both said that labor wants no part of 
the so-called New Left, as represented 
by the SDS. Dutzy pointed out that 
"many of today's labor leaders, including 
Walter Reuther, president of the UAW, 
were elected on a platform to rid organ
ized labor of Communists. Thomas 
added that he resented SDS coming to 
Michigan State University "and involv
ing local people with their rubbish." 

And so, we ask again the question 
that so many Lansing area residents 
are likewise asking, "Why did Michigan 
State University officials let SDS bring 
their filth to the MSU campus?" 

We believe that MSU made a grievous 
error in accepting SDS as another stu
dent organization with rights to campus 
facilities for a national convention, 
which appears to be the explanation of
fered by one MSU offipial. " 

We hope that the university has a 
better answer than that for permitting 
the pollution of its campus. 



NATIONAL CONYENTION 

SDS unresolved 
By JIM GRANELLI 

State News Staff Writer 

Need for internal organization and broad
ened constituencies were issues stressed at 
the national convention of the Students 
for a Democratic Society (SDS) held here 
last week. 
, Yet the week-long ' assembly ended with 

no concrete proposal on structure or direc
tion. 

The convention opened June 9 with r egis
tra tion and by the end of the week, nearly 
650 people had registered . But only 300 
delega tes from local chapters all over the 
country took an active part in 'the decision
making process. 

Three days of small worksh6.p discussions 
culminated in two days of a national ple
nary in ' which the whole body voted on 
resolutions. 

The workshops centered on summer 
work for members, on the direction of the 

. movement nationally and on specific 
topics. 

Becoming apparent during the summer 
workshop was the Progressive Labor Par

. ty's influence toward building worker-stu
dent alliances an(i"building an anti-imper! 
ialist base. . 

The worker-student alliance is tied to a 
more encompassing_ view that demands 
~tudents work off campus also in organiz
mg non-students to radical views. But in 

the plenary as well as the workshops, mem
bers disagreed with the Progressive Labor 
Party (PL). 

These members opposed to the PL view 
felt that the students had to be organized 
first and that this ought to be given prior
ity over all other organizing. These mem
bers argued in favor of the local autonomy 
that has been characteristic of SDS since 
its inception. 

A press release issued at the end of the 
convention which gave an overall sum
mary of a few of the major points dis
cussed during the convention admitted the 
necessity to broaden its organizational 
base. 

"Much of the discussion centered on 
ways of extending the movement to new 
constituencies--to uncommitted students 
and high school students, to workers, hip
pies and the American poor, and to college 
trained professionals and the American 
G.I.s," the press release stated. 

By building an anti-imperialist base, 
PL presented a different line of thinking 
for SDS to follow. PL helped to transform 
SDS from a peace group to an anti-imper
ialist group which made more use of ac
tive resistance to achieve their goals. 

PL advocates claim that United States 
involvement in Vietnam is . no mistake. 
They argue that this country is there to 

• • on Inner Issues 
protect and expand a small elitist group of 
capitalists. 

SDS has displayed the influence of PL by 
incorporating the anti-capitalist idea into 
its existing anti-imperialist, anti-racist 
stand. The anti-capitalist theory claims 
that the masses are exploited by a few 

elite rulers who coritrol the power struc
ture in the United States. 

The fact of a ruling elite exploiting the 
masses is accepted by virtually every SDS 
member. 

(please turn to page 15) 

Gun control bill passed 
by Senate subcomm ittee 

WASHINGTON (AP)--A Senate sub
committee, spurred by the assassination 
of Sen. Robert F,. Kennedy, D-N.Y., en
dorsed Tuesday the broad ban on mail 
order sales of rifles and shotguns· that 
Congress had spurned only days before 
his death. 

President Johnson hailed the unanimous 
recommendation for passage and said, 
"Americans should not have to wait any 
longer for a strict gun control law. The 
time for action is now." 

The longtime logjam in the Senate 
broke on a 9-0 subcommittee vote for
warding the bill to the full Judiciary 
Committee, which is expected to ap
prove it Wednesday, opening the way for 

. prompt action on the Senate floor. 

Powerful opponents in the past re
treated in the bill's path. 

Republican Leader Everett M. Dirksen 
of Illinois said he would not oppose the 
ban. Majority Leader Mike Mansfield 
relaxed his opposition last week. A 
persistent foe, Sen. Roman L. Hruska, 
R-Neb., added his support to the Presi
dent's proposal. 

Dirksen and Mansfield were among 
those voting against a ban a month ago 
when the Senate defeated 53 to 29 a plea 
by Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D-Mass., 
to forbid mail order sales of rifles 
and sllotguns as part of the omnibus 
crime control bill. 

Johnson, flying back to Washington 

(please turn to page 17) 



· . 'Paper Coverage of S apped, 
Editor, The State ,Journal: 

,I am , wri1!ng t9 express my 
ciisgu~t :and distaste for the en
tire span of your coverage of 
th'e' . SDS ' canvention at MSU 
and, in ' pahicular, your cdi; 
todalof Jl,lne 17. What exacUy
is it about SDS and its mem
hEirs that you dislike? Their 
hair? ' Their dress? Their lan
guage? Theil' ideas'? I hope it 
i ~Hheir ideas with which YOll 

'disag)'ce because t he rest is 
trivial. Wny on earth should 

, , You ' care how they look, dress 
Of talk? 

If you disagree with their 
~ ideas', with wllat specifically 
do you disagree and why'? 
You refer to "filthy" literature 

" , without identifying it Dr ex
plaining how · YQU judge its 
"filth", 'You claipt that SDS is 
Communist b acked and Com
munistinfiltrated. Claim after 
unsubstantiated claim. 

I cliallenge you here .and 
now to lend some shred Of 
SUbstance to these claims you 
have voiced. And who would 
fear even if your claims are 
true? Are our principles so 
weak, so lIT fQynded as to be 
unable t.o\iiithSfanc1 lhp. ideo
logical threat of Communi; ? 

YOll object becCluse SDS dk 
not grant your reporter pi'ess 
credentials. While this may be 
their plivilege, I · agt"e~ with 
you that SDS's pre-judgment of 
YOlll' reporter's bias is ohjec
tionable. 

On the other hand, y(ju say 
, . 

.that MSU ought to h'avepre
judged the content of the SDS 
convention. I would find that 
pre-judgement too to be objec
tionable but apparently you 
would not when your vested in
terests are not involved. 

My disgust with your treat
ment of this whole matter and 
especi.ally wilh your ed.itorial 
is this. Clearly you do not un
derstand or cherish, a basic 
principle on which this country 
was founrled, nor do you un
dersland the way in which this 
principle has made for a per
haps singularly ' flexible so-
ciely. . 

The principle is free speech 
regardless of the contcnt of 
(the ideas expressed in) that 
speech. I confess to finding 

pus, indeed anywhere; they 
have a right to assemble and 
to e1'press their views. 

I n this country even Com
m u n i s t s can express their 
views. It is this fact, that we 
allow eli sent from majority 
ideas, that distinguishes om' 
liociety from others. Indeed,Ji 
is the forced comCormity of • 
Commu 1sm au a 1'
selves eploTe. Yet you would 
impose on olliers not only your 
notions of what ideas are right 
and " clean" but even conforrtl~ 
ity on trivial matters or dress 
and hair length. In short, the ' 
conformity you would impose 
is to me as odious' and as 
grave a threat to the founda· 
tion of our society as any idea 
t\1at SDS might espouse. 

, myself in disagreement with 
SDS, their goals, and their , GARY C. JOHNSON 

, . ideas. But on a university cam- East Lansing 

~mllH llll l llllnu~mmllllllmlUlllnm!mlllll""'@II""'hlimmmmidiii!li-1IIII1lRnIiilJI[1I1I~lIIlIlIlImlllllllllllnlr, 
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SDS fhung-up' o.n structure 
By JIM GRANELLI 

and 
JIM BUSCHMAN 

State News Staff Writers 
Since its foundipg in Port Hu

ron in 1961, Students for a Demo
cratic Society (S)')S ) · has been 

characterized by emphasis on 
loosely-knit, localized chapters. 
Much of the national convention 
held on the MSU campus last 
week dealt with attempts to give 
the group a more definitive 
structure . 

Learning the New Left 
State Rep. Harold B. Clark, . D-Warren, who drove 
up from Detroit with State Sen. John T. Bowman, 
D- Roseville, to view the SDS conve ntion, talks with 
!Xnthony DeFusco, a local chapter member of 5DS. 

State News Photo by Michael Marhanka 

SDS began as the youth arm of 
the League for Industrial Demo
cracy and was connected with 
the Socialist Party of Norman 
Thomas. They separated from 
the League in 1965. 

At this time many members be
came directly involved in the 
civil rights struggle. As one 
member said, "We went South 
to help them be free and in do
ing so realized our own unfree
dom. " 

The war in Vietnam gave SDS 
additional impetus and national 
direction. The current MSU 
chapter came into existence in 
fall term of 1966 largely as an 
outgrowth of the East Lansing 
Committee on Vietnam. 

Various local SDS chapters 
around the country have con
centrated on other issues as 
well: chapters in California have 
begun organizing migrant work
ers, while the MSU chapter re
cently demonstrated against po
lice involvement on campus. 

Conflicting Trends 
Though the general direction 

was toward a definftive national 
structure, three trends within 
that direction seemed apparent, 
each representing a different 
segment of SDS. These trends 
served to cancel each other out, 
resulting in no structural change 
being approved by the conven
tion. 

The majority of the delegates 
to the convention were under
graduate students at the 250 or so 
colleges and universities where 
SDS maintains chapters. Their 
primary concern was in making 
SDS more relevant to students 
by concentrating on student is-

sues such as the draft and aca
demic freedom, and relating 
these to off-campus issues. 

Several of the national lead
ers of SDS were representative 
of the second trend, the " old" 
SDS members. These m"embers, 
many of whom had graduated 
from college, sought to go be
yond the students' problems to 
the struggle of workers, the 
country's racial tension and oth
er areas of unrest. 

The third trend came from the 
Progressive Labor Party, a dis~ 
ciplined revolutionary organiza
tion in itself with a clear pro
gram for a structure based on 
anti-imperialism and the work
er-student alliance. 

The latter two groups present
ed structure proposals to the 
convention. Neither was passed. 

Questions of Structure 
Five structure proposals exist

ed at the convention. Of these, 
two failed to reach the conven
tion floor. The remaining three 
proposals were debated on for 
over a day as members pushed 
for a decentralized structure 
which would involve decision
making on a regional level. 

What became known as the 
Halliwell proposal, actually an 
amendment to the SDS consti
tution, included a program for 
the cities and a program for rev
olutionary organization. Little 
debate centered on the program 
for the cities which advocated 
the idea of expanding the move
ment to new constituencies. 

Where the amendment failed 
was in its proposal for creating 
a revolutionary class. Shortly be
fore it was voted down, a mem
ber spoke on its failures: 

" It fails to say what the goals 
of SDS are. It points out no way 
tn lIPizp nowpr 1'1 doesn't take a 

class sta·nd. The new revolution
ary class (proposed) is without 
outlined principles." 

Another member supported the 
proposal " for essentially the 
same reasons." This second 
member maintained that SDS 
has always been structured in 
such a loose fashion. 

NIC toNOC 

amendment that would only help 
to organize regions into a more 
unified body ; but each region 
and local chapter would have the 
power to make the final deci
sions. 

The Buckley amendment was 
defeated by little more than 100 
votes. It needed 642 votes (or a 
two-thirds majority) to pass. 

The third proposal, from a non
student chapter from New 
York's Lower East Side, was 
aime'd at providing SDS with a 
revolutionary structure in what 
they considered the "pre-revolu
tionary stage" of this country's 
development. 

This proposal emphasized a 
total destructuring, or decen
tralizing, of the current SDS or
ganization. It also put most of 
the power in decision-making 
with the regions. 

The proposal failed to get 
even a majority vote . 

Regional Research 
Out of all the proposals, it be

came clear to the members that 
some sort of regional structure 
was needed. They then voted to 
mandate the new national offi
cers to examine the possibilities 
of some sort of regional struc
ture for next year's convention. 

Questioned on the health of the 
exi~ting SDS structure, Bernar
dine Dohrn, the newly elected 
inter-organizational secretary, 
told a press conference Saturday 
that SDS has retained its vitality 
in spite of the convention's fail
ure to pass a structural change. 

Talk, talk , talk. • • 
An SDS member from the floor adds to the already long debate at the National 
Convention Plenary held here last week. State News Photo by Michael Marhanka 

ATIONAL SDS 
.-

Few results in ·convention 
(continued from page one) 

I. manifestation of this theory 
was the Columbia demonstration 
where SDS and its sympathizers 

i •• • • 

MS (comparison of campus s. 
chapter expcrienc s); South I'n 
Afr ica; RaCism, and va rious top
ics on organizing. 

Most resolutions brought into' 
LL _ _ 1 .... _ .... _ ..... """'I"\'r,o t a hlQfl l1ntil 

year," Morgan Spector of SDS's 
National Interim Council said. 

"We will consider a decentral
ized structure with emphasis on 
regions," Spector said. 

K\n""lrv 2!i j,,;! 1 Qli7 p'r:1cill:1t.f' 

The Lansing State Journal, 
WILS radio and WJIM radio and 
television were banned from all 
parts of the convention at the re
quest of the local chapter of SDS. 
1\11"111',0, Prlt"'o ~ ~nnlr Q~""!;In for thA 



member maintained that SDS 
has always been structured in 
such a loose fashion. 

NIC toNOC 

The second amendment, the 
Buckley amendment, was the 
most sophisticated proposal. Aft
er much research, two SDS mem-

I.obers came up with the amend
.' merit which would expand 
the National Interim Council 
(NIC) to the National Organiz
ing G.ommittee (NOC). 

NIC had been criticized for be
ing a cadre, an elitist group with
in an organization fighting elit
ism. NOC was an organizing com
mittee under the Buckley 

(continued from page one) 

A manifestation of this theory 
was the Columbia demonstration 
where SDS and its sympathizers 
attempte<,:l to expose the trustees 
and deans as part of the power 
elite in the country and, 
"through imperialism, a good 
pprtion of the world as well/' 
according to the radical news
paper, the Guardian. 

The workshops on summer 
work and the direction of the 
movement were used primarily 
for an exchange of ideas on how 
to organize constituencies other 
than college student:>. 

Specific area workshops dealt 
with such topics .as 'Columbia-

MSU (comparison of campuses, 
chapter exp ri ences); Southern 
Africa; Racl m, and various top
ics on organizing. 

Most resolutions brought into' 
the plenary were tabled until 
the National Council of SDS 
meets in August or September. 
Among those tabled were pro
posals on labor and labor organ
izing, electoral politics and high 
schoolorganizi.ng. 

The only resolutions the entire 
body could agree t6 pass were re
affirmations of SDS's stand on 
the draft and Columbia Univer7 
sity and the election of SDS's na
tional officers. 

The press release stated that 
SDS "reaffirmed its strong op
position to the draft as an oppres
sive institution which exploits 
American workers and students 
for the purpose of exploiting and 
murdering people. 

"SDS also affirmed its solidar
ity with the students at Columbia 
University who are now in jail 
for their protest against Colum
bia's counter-insurgency military 
research programs, and Colum
bia's role as one of the biggest 
slumlords in New York." 

The new national officers are 
Mike Klonsky, national secre
tary; Fred Gordon, internal edu
cation secretary and Bernardine 
Dohrn, inter-organizational sec
retary. 

The new officers were also 
"mandated to attempt to work 
through various structure .pro
posals and to come up with a 
more concrete proposal next 

year," Morgan Spector of SDS's 
National Interim Council said. 

"We will consider a decentral
ized structure with emphasis on 
regions," Spector said. 

Klonsky, 25, is a 1967 graduate 
of San Fernando Valley State 
College. Gordon, 24, a 1966 grad
uate of Harvard University, is 
currently a graduate student in 
philosophy at the University of 
California, San Diego. Miss 
Dohrn, 26, a 1963 graduate of the 
University of Chicago, received 
a law degree from the U of C 
Law School in 1967. 

The 'Lansing State Journal, 
WILS radio and WJIM radio and 
television were banned from all 
parts of the convention at the re
quest of the local chapter of SDS. 
Mike Price, a spokesman for the 
local chapter, made the request 
because of the "distorted news 
coverage given to the demon
strations on campus during final 
examinatio.I.\ week." 

Other news media were al
lowed into the workshops and 
the plenary by a majority vote 
of the delegates. 

Paris strikers end 
walkout, lines roll 

PARIS (AP) -- More than 
100,000 striking metalworkers re
turned to their jobs Tuesday and 
cars began rolling off Renault 
assembly lin e s. President 
Charles de Gaulle's govern
ment readied subsidies for a 
major export drive to ease the 
economic strain of the month
long wave of strikes. 

Renault, with 68,000 workers, 
reported its day shift back at 
work normally. The government
run company exports 39 per cent 
of its production and is a big 
earner of foreign currency for 
France. 

Thirty thousand strikers went 
back to work in the St. Nazaire, 
p,._.l 

sembly May 30, charged that 
"t 0 t a I itarian c'ommunism" 
was trying to take over the na
tion. 

Political informants said Fi
nance Minister Maurice Couve 
de Murville has prepared a long 
list of concessions to export 
firms for approval by the Cabi
net, which is to meet Wednesday 
with De Gaulle. 

The aim is to persuade more 
firms to export instead of sell
ing at home and to invest more 
money in plant improvement and 
enlargement of production facil
ities. 

The concessions were said to 
;",.,h"l., bv rpl):ltp.s on' exports, 
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DS Convention Elect 
ommunlst to Office 

'The national convention of Stu- munity Ul'1ion and a newspaper become middle class. There is a 
dents for a Democratic Society, caJled the Movement. n \V working class. the new left 
which wound up its week-long In a statement issued at a ar~es. among the students, pro-

ti 'ty th Mich' State news conference after the can· fe..<Slonals and others whose gen, 
ac V1 on e 19aIl vention Saturday officer said eral discontent over the Vietnan 
University c 'a m p. u s Saturday, that little truatuXal change 'bad V;:aI:, the dra.ft and. the racial cri 
elected tbree, natIonal leaders, been made in the organization. SIS IS a rallymg pomt. 
two of whom call themselves They said that much of the dis-
Communists. cussion h~d "centered on ways C C h 

Named to the top posts were of exteo~g th~ movement to Two- ar ras 
new con tltuenCle - to uncom-

Bernadine Dohrn, 20, a' gradu- mitted students and hiah school Hospitalizes a1 
ate of the University of Chicago students, and to workers, hip· 
Law School, in e.rorganizationa l pie~, the Amer!can 11001', colJeg!! Robert H. Lawlor Jr., 57, of 
secretary ' Michael Konsky 25 tramed profeSSionals and Amen- 4004 Mar-Moor is in good con 

, , 'can GI's " . . ' . 
of Los Angeles a graduate of '.. ditIon at St. .Lawrence hospItal 

, The organizatIon works from after suffermg a broken lef 
San Fernando State College, na- "a basic anticapttalist analysis.' in a two-car collision at 1\1 
tional s,ecretary; and Fred Gor- One !\peaker told the convention. Grand River and Delta :R.i' 
don, 24, of San Diego, Cali!., a The essence of the £tl"OUP'S dU. Drive Saturday. 
Harvard graduate educational ferences with strmdal'd Commu· Hospi,taJ authorities sr 

- - r " n' l belief is its view that the old liam J , H'il'den. 21, 01 
secreta_yo W 0 r kin g da s I'evolution no involved in the same ac 

lange appl'es 10 lhi. wealth na· was treated for a bump 
Related St8rles on Page D·I lion. whel'e man. wOI'kel's have head and released. 

Radicals in the group call 
themselves Communists with a , 
small C to differentiate them· 
selves from Communist party af
filiation. 

The group disavows Soviet ] 
communism as bureaucratic and 
oppressive and, at its conven· I 

tion, it soundly turned hack the 
Progressive Labor Party repre
sentatives who look to Commu
nist China for revolutionary in
spiration, according to New York 
Times reporter, Anthony Ripley, PI 
who covered the convention. S; 

Instead, the group generally ~ 
followl'i what its members call a 
"new left radical political ana~y- ~i 
sis" that looks for sources of dUl-

content hI the nation outside the r 
tJ·adjtiorr..al ,'evo!u Ion of the pro- ~ , 
leta.l'iat of Mandsm. I ;. 

But beoynd the complex t,alk of Cfi 
.. IarxlSl analysis" . and "new sl 
leH analysis," the words of two 
newly elected national officers ti 
stand forth with clarity. T 

WhiJ on th~ convention floor C 
answering questions ab,out ba ic N. 
hel.iefs. o"e of the candida te.~ for e) 
national office was asked: 1:< 

* * * IX , n 
"Do you consider ypurself a a' 

Socialist?" ' 
"I consider myself a revolu

tionary Communist," the candi
date, Bernadine Bohrn, repJj d, R 

Another new national officer N 
was accused of being a Stalinist. m 

"Having only been a CommlJ- h; 
rrist a few months, I have dj ffj. pI 
culty understanding that con- at 
c-ept," lhe officer Michael Kon· tn, 
sky, reoli€d. Ie, 

Eight members elected to the tr' 
national committee, which bel~ , 
direct the organization's chap- po 
ters on 300 college campuses, m

ff
{ 

we.re Mike .lames and Mik S@e· ? ' 
geJ 0 Chicago: Carl Ogie by. or 10 ' 

. Yellow Sprillo"S. Ohio; Bartee re! 
Haile Jr .. of the Texas region; --

,.Jeff ,Jones, of Ne.WYOrk,City ; r~ 
Chip Marshall, of the Niagara 
region; Morgan Spector of the 
San Francisco Bay region; and 
Eric Mann, of the New England I [] 
region. 

Mark Rudd, the leader of the 
Columbia University demonstra
tions, was a candidate for the I 
national committee but placed 
next to last in the final balloting, 

"He's your man, not 0111'li." a 
member of the organization told 
reporters. ig 

'-It * .. ~ 
Officers said at the converition ~ 

that lhe group had "fraternal re- ~ 
lations" with lh.e Soulhern Stu- Hi 
dent Organizing Committee. the iQ 
Univer-aity Christian Movement, 
the Student Nonviolent Coordi· 
nating Committee, the Liberation 
News Service, the National Com· 

~J~;~-----------------
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SOS Delegate Espouses Cause to Sen. John T. Bowman at MSU 

Legislators Angered 
At SDS Conventio,n 
If President John A. Hannah 

:nowingly allowed a national 
onv;ention of .the Students for , 
emocratic Society (SDS) to 
~ held at Michigan State Uni~ 
. rsity, he should be asked to 
: sign, a Michigan legislator 
,~ id Friday afternoon. 
,State Rep. Harold B. Clark, 
Warren, said the SDS conven
,n was "teaching things we 
1 \ all against in this country, 

and they should not be allowed 
at a state-supported univer· 
sity. " 

Clark and state Sen. John T. 
Bowman; D-Roseville, drove 
from Detroit to MSU Friday 
afternoon with the purpose, 
they said; of seeing for them
selves what was going on. 

F 0 I low i n g more than an 
hour-long visit at convention 
headquarters on the second 

'J52s Blast Viet Cong 
';1 reas Near Saigon 

By J ACK WALSH 

SAIGON (UPI)-In one of 
e war's heaviest bombard

nents U.S. B52s dropped from 
:wo to eight million pounds of 
lxplosives on Communist posi
tions in the very outskirts of 
S a i g ,0 n, military spokesmen 
said today. 

U.S. intelligence officers had 
said earlier this week that the 
Viet Gong Was massing t roops 

had taken up defensive posi· 
tions to ward off an e};pected 
grouild attack. 

The ciVilian death was a few 
blocks away near · the "Y" 
bridge where a single shell 
struck. Two other persons 
were ·wounded. 

ThuyHolds 

floor of the MSU Union and 
talks with a number of SDS 
followers, the two legislators 
walked over to Presiden.t Han
nah's house. They were told 
Hannah would be unable to see 
them since he had ari impor-. 
tant meeting to attend. 

During their visit to the SDS 
convention, Bowman and Clark 
examined literature displayed 
on tables in a hallway. 

"It was Marxist and Leninist 
in nature, things we are 'all 
against in this country," said 
Clark. " I don't think a state
supported university s' h 0 U I d 
allow this kind of thing." 

The legislators asked about a 
huge banner, bearing pictures 
of Lenin and Trotsk-y as well 
as hammer and sickle and 
clenched fist emblems, which 
had been photpgraphed by 
newsmen earlier in the week. 
The banner had been removed 
in the interim. 

REPORTER HARASSED 

The legislators' visit was OC
casion for continued efforts to 
restrict news coverage of the 
convention. Some SDS mem
bers at the scene clamored for 
pjf'l'tian nf -!l rp.nnrtp.r fnr Th" 
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.WO to eiglitmillion gounds of 
lxplosives on Communist posi
tions in the ver.y outsJdrls of 
S a i g ,0 n, military spokesmen 
said today. 

U.S. intelligence officers had 
said earlier this week that the 
Viet Cong was ' massing troops 
around the city, apparently for 
another thrust at the seat of 
South Vietnam's government. 

The spokesmen said that in a 
l4-hour period Friday and 
today the B52s, each capable 
of carrying 60,000 pounds of 
bombs, flew II m iss ion s 
a g a ins t COmmunist staging 
areas within 50 llliles of Sai· 
gon. Each mission consists of 
a formation of between three 
md 12 planes. 

Seven of the strikes were 
.ig3inst the primary Viet qong 
Wfiltration route run n 1 n g 
northwest ·of the capital from 
Cambodia. Two raids w ere 
within 20 miles of the city's 
center. 

Some of the guerrilla em· 
placements around the capital 
are used in the rocket and ar
tillery barrages that almost 
daily hit the city. Vietnamese 
National Police officials have 
reported finding leaflets ' that 
told of plans for a 1oo·day 
rocket bombardment of Sai· 
gon. 

KILL CIVILIAN 

Today, recoilless rifle shells 
that sounded like "a big fire
cracker parade" crashed into 
the middle of the city, killing 
one civilian and injuring eight 
other persons. 

The attack was the first time 
since Tuesday that the high ex· 
plosive shells have streaked 
into the city limits. On that 
day 26 rockets hit during the 
busy morning hours and killed 
19 persons. 

"Each time a volley of rock· 
ets came in they sounded like 
a big firecracker parade," said 
Lt. Co Van Lam, chief of a p0-
lice pre c inc t headquarters 
which took the heaviest part of 
the barrage. , 

Eight of the 30-inch·long 
Jlells hit the building and 
k"lunded three policemen who ,. .... ~, 

bridg~ ;h;~e -;;-singi; shell 
struck. Two other persons 
were ·wounded. 

ThuyHolds 
'Hard Litle' 
On Talks 

By GEORGE SIBERA 

PARIS (UPI)-Hanoi's chief 
delegate to the Paris Vietnam 
War talks said in a statement 
published today that North ' 
Vietnam will keep · figthting 
until American troops are gone 
and all U.S:bom bi n g is 
stopped. . 

The statement, by Xuan 
Thuy, repeated Hanoi's hard 
line on the Paris negotiations. 
Thuy delivered the statement 
at a reception of a peace· or
ganization Friday and it was 
published today. 

"If the Americans do not 
c e a s e unconditionally their 
bombings . of North Vietnam, 
and if they do not evacuate 
their troops from South Viet
nam, our peqple wi1ll fight until 
final victory," he said. 

W. Averell Harriman, the 
chief U.S. negotiator, warned 
the North Vietnamese in the 
}ast session of the talks that 
the wave of terrorist rocket 
and mortar attacks on the 
South Vietnamese cap ita I 
could have "the most serious 
consequences" on the Paris 
talks. 

Although the United States is 
not e~ected to breakoff the 
talks, w est ern conference 
sources said the Communist 
attitude could gravely peril the 
month old "official conversa
tions." 

The western SOU[1ces had 
taken some hope from the last 
s e s s ion, however. that the 
North Vietnamese might agree 
to tone. down the propaganda 
battle at the talks. 

REPORTER HARASSED 

The legislators' visit was OC
casion for continued efforts to 
restrict news coverage of the 
e<>nvention. Some SDS mem
bers at the scene clamored for 
ejection of a reporter for The 
State Journal, whose repre· 
sentatives had been denied 
press credentials by conven
tion officials. 

At one point, the woman re
porter was surrounded by sev
eral men, one of whom repeat· 
edly blew smoke in her fc;ce 
while another, using foul lan
guage, asked her to leave. 

Anofuer asked her if she 
knew what it would feel like to 
fall out of a second story win
dow, but was admonished by 
another man: "Now she can 
say you threatenedber." 

The reporter refused to leave 
the hallway, inSisting she was 
in a public, taxpayer.supported 
building. Private meetings of 
the group were held in the ball
room. 

SDS delegates also protested 
the use of cameras, which had 
been barred from the conven
tion, and held papers in front 
of cameras. 

Bowman and Clark several 
times said they would like to 
know who was I;esponsible for 

See LAWMAKERS, A-2, Col. 5 

Cool~ Cloudy 
To Continue 

Partly cloudy skies and cool 
temperatures will linger in the 
Lansing area tonight, the U.S. 
Weather Bureau reported. The 
low reading will be 47. 

Skies will continue partly 
cloudy on Sunday when the 
high reading will be .about 70. 

The percentage chance of 
rain will be 10 tonight and 20 
on Sunday. 

Monday's outlook: mostly 
c lou d y with a chance of 
showers. 

1 



Lalvmal{ers 
Iri{ed h} 
SDSMeet 

Cone lUlled rrom Page OliO 

aJltowing ttle S:ElS cenventi(i)/l to 
be helm at MSU. 

ES.ltl!er Friday-before Hleit' 
\'Lilr-The State Jom'nal 'ask~(i 
an MSU oHiclal why the SD 
was O'Iulholized to hold ana
l\.an"l con' ;n.!ion an campus, 

'D)~e t'l rd,var tt.y afficla l ~e
plied: • ''We look at it from the 
Blandpoint of a registered tu
dent Ol'ganizatlon. whether t! 
happens ta he the SDS, the 

lck and Brielle Clllll, or 
,latever, If they waitt to have 
,cOllvenUan, lhey aSk fer fa

:ilttles, 
"1'he rae.! that thoy repr • 

;eHt a polilical, soolal or fra· 
tet'lIs] ol'ganiz-aHun, has no 
bearillg on the case j h' 
whether o~' n t we have the fa
jlities." 
T)~e SDS loca>! ehaptcl'. h 

ldded, planned {01' the national 
~on".enlion witllollt fll'st con· 
.ulting university officials, and 
hal's why MSU was unable 10 
'ro 'ide 1~(1USing, An sns na
\o/lal officer said delegates 
re staying, lor tJle most p?rt, 
1 private homes in Lansillg 
nd Ea t Lansing, 
SDS, the official neted, has a 
story of holding its nationa1 

onventions at ~al'ge univer~i-
ies, 11; was at the Univel1si,ty of 
vticbigan in 1967 and the Uni
versity or IJllnoi In Hlrlli, he 
aid, 
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Somewhere deep within the Pentagon sits 
a dour -colonel whose job i t is to name 
things. On his desk is a copy of The Com
pleat Handbook of Militaristic Mythology, 
whicll lists every god whose name can possi
~ly be used to designate a Department of 
Defense operation. Half these names already 
have been used; the colonel is worried that 
c.he Handbook will be exhausted before his 
tour of duty ends. Since he was educated at 
West Point and has been in the army for 10 
years, it would be difficult . for him to 
think of a name instead of looking it up. 
Despite his anxiety, he does his job effic
iently. When the Projects Division called 
h i m in July, 1967; he had a name for their 
new endeavor within two hours. "Themis ", he 
said, "you shall call it· P!"oject Themis. 1I 

And so a DoD project was named for the god 
of Divine Justice, proving that colonels are 
not without a sense of (black) humor_ 

~~~_,-- • r • ','. ••••• 

'~5 il 
'THE BIRTH IS ANNOUNCED: IT GROWS RAPIDLY 

The inception of Project Themis was an
nounced to the press that same month. 
7he project prospectus asked universities to 
~ake specific proposals under seven broad 
research categories; . 480 responses were re
ceived. . Eventually 50 proposals from 30 
different universities were selected to re
search. With so many schools cooperating, 
i t appeared that the project had a good 
chance to reach its three stated objectives: 
(1) the development of new centers of excel
lence, capable of solving important defense 
problems in the future; (2) better geogra
phic distribution of DoD allocations; and 
(3) distribution of DoD (Dept. of Defense) 
money to universities \vhich had previous l y 
r eceived little of it. That these purposes 
should have frightened every school away (as 
shall be argued shortly) apparently_ occurred 
to few people. 

EVe. -tile Peatagoa can recognize success 
~~n it is so near. Project Themis wa~ 
ref~ expanded to provide for 50 aev 

PrG98sal& ill 1968, a.nd various -schools bee;aa 
tlle race fer 't8! MW JllCney. MicbigaD State ll,,,, aaag thea. Duriag the last Christmas 
'Qre k five greUP8 of professers submitted 
r"t;"el imiMry prepeS&l.s to tile DoD. Two re
('.e!~4 reJect1 ... , but tlDe re_1Dder were 
au.u fer 4etailed verai.... These were 
p~d W1tla admirable dUis-ace duriag 

9-l".1a8 .BJ.oeak- d were Mut ff t WaGbiDgt 
• ut "tv weeD ago . If these propoaalB are 

£ :cepted, ~ uaiver sity will rece i ve a tot
pJ. 'ilf $2,222,000 ill research fuads, part at 

"ch will be used to 'hire 4J. graduate and 
reaeareh aasietaats. In return the BOvera
.meat wUl receive the results of three pro
Jects --eati tl.ed The Co~uter &s an Aid to Ef
f'ective !lec1Bion- l"'king, Computer-Aided sys
tem DeS1p, am M&J.ecular Gas laBer. aDd NOR 
Lieu Optics. 

All ARGU4EllfFoR EUl'HANASIA _ 
If we could believe tMt Themi8 .. ~1« 

iDeeeat research ia excbaage for gener')1.W 
graata, we would need only decide 'Whether .r 
~.t these preject proposal bel&Bg at a i 
veraity. (Aad after we bad determined thE: 
iuoceace of anything valuable t. the Peata
go I this ~ak would not be exceptioaally 
difficult.) Unfort tely,tbe facts es- ~ 
tradlct sw:h & belief.. Wllea the 0 -p ~g 
says it nata to devel.e,p DeW "centers of ex
ceUeooe", i' me that it waats more sc~
al to-do part of' the cla8Sified' resea .r.:h 
now concentrated at scheel8 like John " ~'"'P
kil'l8, M.I.T", and Stanford. If. the Pentagcm 

ws release doe. aot cavillee you" cOll.Slder 
the following paragraph frem page 1 ef the 
Themis prop'~ctus: 

"PNjec..;, The&is is designed tE> stimu
late &ad provide ~..n1tial aupport f or a 
research effort. It is anticipated 
that, as a Theme reaearcb activity 
gailUJ a. gigber degree of competeac~, it 
will beccmP. increas1ngl.y active 18 the 
regular research pregE'8JD8 of the DoD 
and ather agencies. II 

Without dGubt this i8a. attempt to colollize 
the academy. 

The DeDt s strategy is siDlple aDd enjoys 
good probability for success. Research 
graats are hard to come by, aDd a UBi versi ty 
professor is willing to rati&aalize away hiu 
m&Dey soUrce if his research has -no immed
iate destructive applica.tiena. But at the 
end of three years his Theais gz:ant , will ex-

p1re.. Rather than retura to hi. ell! W.ur ... 
iows s'tate he may take OIl classified re
search tbat he 'Would baife rejected bef'ore • 
This is especially ture of .me. at relatively 
grant":poor schools like Michi~n state. 

Of CQurse there are those who cn finu 
:a..thimg YrODg ill this evGlutioD. from uni ver
sity to ageat of the geverJlDlell't. Tbeir rea-
sOllag is essent1aU.y this: The DoD (aDd 
the CIA for t hat Matt er), being en "our 
sidelfj the uaiversity au do DO wrong by 
providing'amy assista.Jlce requested. Thie is 
ncmsense. The university, if it is to be of 
real value, is on no one'. side . It cOBot 
perform its three most i~ortant functions-
those of educati oa, scholarShip, and cri t i 
cism- i f i t iB not auto::nenGus. I£" t.hings 
a.:e otherwise" educatien beecmes indoct rios 
t~on; scholarShip is di verted f r om thin~ 
i&tr~ical.ly val uable tG the service : 
part~cular and privatize.d end_; critiCism :.. 
~ered i f not suppressed g This is e spec
~ally true when the univer ity cons1der~ 
lia.soD. with the U.S. gove rnmeJ!t; fer it i 
Ilot clear that the interests of the govern .. 
ne t are the interests of the pe l e of t he 
'tmrld .. 

MSU's Vi etMlll proJect clearly 8h~<i 
hEN' t1ae UBi verai ty 1. . subverted whe t-0

_ 

govenment gains t ,GO IIlUCh infiuenee: 'the 
scholars who - were i vol. ved !lever proouc d 
significant scholarShip while they ¥ere ~ 
the process of doing all that dandy PG1' ~c 
'WGrkJ the ' Vietm!ll course now -taught by t :c.e 
MSU',professar who was eminent in the proJe '" 
reportedly consists of a ter,m's instruct io 
in State Departmeat .. tb.i:ak; and aimost o~ 
of those men iavtAved 111. the "proJect"-even 
after 1 t. eXistence beC%&!:e .lsnowil.--stepped 



forward to offer those devastating criti
~i~ms possiQle only ~o ~~ iuslder ~nd »eces
ss.ry to _ a. scholar of integrity. Kindness 
suggests that we not regard these men a.s 
uni~u.ely wicked.. but as humanly 'Io.reak. . J!l.v..:. 
i ag involved tbemse~ves in the project, they 
cou~d not withdraw or repudiate their &ct~ 
ions without drastically altering their 
views of thernsel ves. Explanation, however 
wi.ll not remove the harm they have done to 
the university and the people of Viet~~. 

If you think that similar problems will 
not accompany the Themis proposals and their 
successors, think again. The two Michigan 
state Theme proposals wbich were rejected 
pr ovide certain iXlsights into ,.,.bat the fu
ture bolds. One , titled i>lasma and Target 
pe-'-ection Research, was for the most part 
concerned with basiC research. Yet it also 
included the suggestion that the project 
workers could help devise means to detect 
sma.ll objects in the sky, on and under water 
a n on and under ground. (One of the s ll8ll. 
ob j ects mentioned is a person carrying a 
weapon in a jungle.) The other, entitled 
Pa.~ho~nisis ££ Inf'ectious Di seases, bad 
sl;.gb.tly more insidious pot ential . Much of 
the research sought ways of preventing peo
pl.e from getting dangerous diseases, but' in 
addi t ion is the suggestion that faculty at 
MSU are particularly "interested:in foster
i ng a. center of clinical competence in the 
infections and parasitic diseases, including 
f.,he ,uore exotic and unusua,l infections" and 
uuder a ~ction labelled Bioengineer~ is 
the claim. we are well suit ed to the mass 
production of pathogenic microorganisms" of 
this infectious variet-;y" Does this sort of 
r esearch belong at our university ? 

Little imagination is reQ.uired to for
see how criticism of and classroom discus
sion about subjects relaJ~ed to war policies 
will be prejudiced if 'the university i s en
gaged in c.la.ssified research to fa.cilitate 
t hem. The sa.d fact is, howeveI', -t hat this 
may aJ.ready be the case. During the Academ
i c T>ays of Conscience Dr. Burke ZimmeI'l'll8.n, 
s,nst. p.coi'. of Biochemistry, planned to g 'Ie 
a l ecture on ~ne~~caJ. and Biological Warfare 
t o the Biochem_ 803 cla$S which he and 
others team teach. The course coordinator 
pr of.. W.A. Wood, cba.llenged his right to do 
so ,?eca\1.Se: he had no authority to deviate 
f rom the course plan; he was unqualified to 
lecture on CBW; CBW is not a legitimate 
t opic of Biochemistry (although the above 
paragraphs would suggest otherwise); and 
s~ a ction would be unc ooperative and ir
responsible behavior. Professor R.G. Hansen 
) ;-qirman of the Biochemistry dep&riment, 
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also suggested that such a lecture wo\.1ld be 
an abuse of' t he stat~ fUllds wbiC'.h y r-( "~ 
him. with bis job, a.nd that if he gave his 
lecture it would have to be outside the Bi0 ~ 
chemistry building and after class ho'!.;", <~
Both men warned Dr. Zimmerman to seek n.,-w 
employment if he intended to continutJ:! tl if 
contr8-~ ways. To these criticisms Dr. Zim= 
merman raised the foliowing valid objectio::l:, 

II (l ) Does a. department chairman or 3~! 

other faculty member have the autbority tc. 
specify which topics are germane to the sub ~ 
ject being taught and which a.re not? It. ie 
generally assumed that when a faculty membe r 
is deSignated to teach a particul.ar subje ct; 
that he bas the competence and maturity t.,) 
make these decisions for himself. 

II (2 ) Is someone woo ·has not acti V0:'~" 
'Horked in a particular field not qualHl,:;d 
to lecture on it? In Biocherilistry 803, 1 
suggested to Dr. Wood that since I had ha d 
no experience or training in protein synt.he~ 
sis, his selection to teach the subject ,;,raa 
not a. particUlarlY good choice. Yet Dr .. 
Wood c1.a.i~d that it wouldn't hUrt Ire t.o 
prepare lectures in an a.rea outside roy a~;'~:::f." 
of specieJ.ty,. Does this a.rgument not extsr:,c-:, 
to CBW beca.use most of the information on 
the su~ject is classified. 

"(3) Is a. public supported institutJ.,y1. 
such as a university not a forum for t.li-~: 
fl"-,;e excbange of idea.s whether or not t.rn:~ 
be controversial, poli tical or deviate w.; · 
casiooaJ...ly from the narrowly defined dis.:: 
c ipline s of traditional courses~ 

" (4) Ca.n a.nd should the scientist a voio 
diSCUSSing the social consequences of ais 
endeavors because to do so would be to de
viate frOID the confines of his chosen prof-

Dr Zimmerman t s politeness bas preve~~ 
ted him from pointing out the real source of 
conflict: His proposed discussion of the 
subject of CBW was contrary to the expressed 
interest of members of the Biochei:nistry ' a,e
partment in biological warfare-related re
search. Should critical reverberations ex-
tend t oo far , ' Michigan State might be COIl

s idered t oo sensitive for the inve tment of 
those fund~ " Thou.gh Dr. ZimmeI'll8n de~i vered, 
his lecture twice outside his ~s8room, we 
cannot ignore the attempts to keep hie 
thoughts from Bioc~mi8try students and 1:.0 
l~t the audience for his discussion. 
WE AWAIT ITS ARRIVAL 

It is clear that the un:i.ver.it~"<,·" 
thought by some to be a. refuge for dispR,~<' 
s ionate objecti vi ty and pa.ssionate skept;;.
cism--bas become a political prize., - I :,~ 

intellectual resource. are valuable" and i):j<~ 
DoD is willing to go to great lengths t v 
secure unhindered use of them. Tbat t h il; 
will entail the destruction of the uni Wer
s1ty's most significut functions apparently 
COllcerns few people, even within the tUliver·· 
S1.'ty.. Project Tbemis has nearly arrived &-:t 
Michig)!lu State, and the future therefC':V~02. 

looks bad.. Pick your blackest fantasy, ar..<i 
be assured that the DoD is a.rranging things 
so that it can become a. reality. 

Germ-warfa:!'e" anybody? 
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III Our Opillioll-

Students for WHAT 
Kind of a Society? 

The M i chi g a n political news 
scene was swinging last week with 
reports from the Michigan State 
University campus on the national 
convention of the students for a 
Democratic Society. 

Reading the accounts of the af
fair, we are moved to ask: Students 
for WHAT? 

The SOS ranks high among the 
list of troublemaking organizations 
on the nation's campuses. One of 
its adherents was the ramrod in the 
Columbia University disturbance. 
As the turmoil wore on there, he 
made it plain that the purpose of 
the Columbia revolt was not mere
ly to press reasonable student de
mands, but to immobilize the 
school and force the entire academ
ic world in America to accept the 
tenets of socialism. 

In its conclave in East Lansing 
the 50S showed its true colors. Al
though it was getting a hall, rent
free, in a tax-supJ)(trted institu
tion with a high tolerance' for dis
sent within the bounds of the Con-
5titution, the precepts of Jaw and 
order and common decency, SDS 
proved itself everything but demo
cratic. 

For example, it made a point of 
barring reporters from the mas s 
media from most of its sessions. A 
few were let into the gatherings on 
occasions, but several were eject
ed bodily from the dclibera tions of 
this so-called "democratic" society. 

Curbs of the freedom of the pre~s 
smack of communism, fascism, 
MaoJsm, but not of democracy. 

ThE' SOS seemed most anxious 
to avuid public exposure of Marx
ist and Communist symbols which 
J!T<H:ed its halls. Any process t hat 
can't stand the light of full publici
ty isn't at all democratic. 

1 he leaders of the convention 
also imposed on participallts a ball 
against individual interviews wi! h 
reporters. In short, they attempted 
to deprive their followers of the 
right of free Ipeech. 

Democracy? No, for heaven's 
sake! These are tactics right out of 
Hitler's Germany, Mussolini's Ita
ly, Stalin, Castro's Cuba and Mao's 
Communist China. 

Dictators, Communist, Fascist, or 
whatever, cannot tolerate f r e e 
speech among their subjects. It is 
the cornerstone of a democratic so
ciety. 

Yet these students who imposed 
upon the tolerance of Michigan 
State University dare to use the 
word "democratic." 

This, of course, is nothing new. It 
is the custom among even the 
most vicious and oppressive Com
munist regimes to use the words. 
"democratic," "republic" and 
"people's" in their labels. 

They call it the "Oemocralic 
People's Republic of Nor t h 
Vietnam," or Cuba, or Poland, or 
China, or whatever. 

We doubt that the leaders of the 
SOS misunderstand the term. If 
they don't know what it means, 
they need to have their noses 
wiped, their bottoms paddled and 
be sent back to first grade to learn 
a thing or two about the English 
languale. 

They know, aU right. Their abuse 
of the term is deliberate. 

Fortunately, their antics in the 
MSU gathering serve to tell all oth
ers who do understand democracy 
what the SOS is all about. 

The SDS must be regarded with 
a decree of concem. It is a threat 
becaua It is militut ad capable 
,f violence, as it bas proved on a 
few campuses. It Is disturbing be
cause it does attract followers, 
both students and their professors, 
who seemingly don't have the intel
lectual capacity to realize what it 
is an about, 

But they have warned the rest of 
the population about their objec
tives. Half the battle is knowing 
what to expect and what the ene
my's purposes are. 




