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Here we go again, Classes are starting this week; you've
Just fought your way through registration and some grubby bastard
is handing you a leaflet again, for the third year in a row,
Getting a little tired of it? Sure you are, but not half as tired
as we are, We've been banging our heads against the wall for a
long time now; of course it hurts likes hell, but the wall has moved
some in the past couple of years: Alot of the things we've been
bitching about have been improved, like wemen's hours, Believe
it or else, we have forced change on this university.

Why has the university made these concessions? Quite simply,
the university has liberalized some of its regulations to keep
the campus guiet, The administration haes tossed us some scraps
from the table, reasoning (perhaps rightly) that these concessions
will produce a campus of contented, and harmless, idiots. To put
it in words that we can all understand, the administration wéuld
rather promote fornication than upheaval, The administration is,
at the moment, the only power on the campus., It is in the nature
of power to seek to perpetuate itself; the established power on
this campus is trying to prevent a rsal challenge to their power
by the students, The administration is trying to maintain its
benevolent despotism by keeping the peons happy. They are trying
to buy us off with petty liberalizations,

The thing is, in trying to do so they still meintain control
over our lives in & great many areas; they still tell us where we
can live, what we can do where we live, and a lot of other crap
that is none of their business, While John Hannah may have the
right to tell Eldon Nonnamaker when, where, and with whom to go
to bed, we are damned sure that no administrator has any right to
tell any student how to run his personal 1life, This is the issue,
that students should control their own destinies, The administra-
tion will never willingly relinquish its perogative to meddle; we
have to show them that we will no longer tolerate their interference
in our lives,

United Students must become a real student union; if we unite
to demand our rights and let the administration know we're through
taking their shit. If you're tired of letting some doddering old
fart run your life, come to the United Students meeting in the
Union Sunday, September 24, at 7:00 pm,
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THE EAST LANSING CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HAS DLCIDED ANCERINE 8] bOME-
THING FOR THE STUDEWLT." THEIR MOTIVES ARE SLIGHTLY. SUSPLCL
ASMSU HAS GONE ALONG WITH IT, OR AT LEAST GREG HOPKINS LIKES
IT, WHICH, CONSIDERTNG THE STRUCTURE OF ASMSU, IS ABOUT THE SAME
-THING., ASMSU HAS BEEk TAKEN Ik, STUDELT GOVERMMENT HAS BEEL
CO-OPTED.. FOR, IN REATLITY, SPaRTANTOWN IS A “PACIFICATION
MEASURE™" DESIGLED TO MAKE TdE AVERACE STUDENT FORGET HOW BADLY
HE GETS SCREWED EVERY TIME HE LEAVES THE COLFIMES OF MSU FOR THE
WORLD ON THE OTBLB SIDE OF GRALWD BIVER.

LET US CONDIDEhNA FEJ FXAMPLE’

STUDENTS ARE DISCOURAGED WFOV?EEEBCISIBG THEIR RIGHT TO
VOTE IN EAST LANSING. STUDENRTS MEETIKG#KDL«&EQAL4AGE AND
RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS, {(STUDENTS MERELY BECAUSE FHEY ARE STU-
DENTS) HAVE BEEN REFUSED VOTZR REGISTRATICH I EAST\LArSQB
AFTER ALL, IF THE STUDENTS GOT ANY POLITICAL BASE, THEY MIGHT““s‘\\‘
UPSET THE COZY LITTLE SET-UP THE POWEngTHATuB? HAVE ESTABLISHED. ...

PARKIPG - LAST YEAR THE FAST LANSING CITY COUNCIL RAISED
PARKING FEES IN THE CITY LOTS WITH THE AVOWED PURPOSE OF STOPPING
STUDENT USE OF THE FACILITIES. IN THF-EAST LANSING COMMUNITY,
STUDENTS SHOULD ONLY PARK TO SPEND MOKEY IN THE BUSINESS DIS-
TRICT--NOT TO GO T:O CLAS3, AFTEE ALT,, THFE MERCHANTS DON!'T MAKE
ANY MONEY OFF STUDExTS GOCING TO CLASS.

PRICES-- PRICES IN MOST STORES ARE OUTRAGEOUS. HAVING A
CAPTIVE ‘MARKET (MOST STUDCLTS3 DOM:T HAVR CARS) THE MERCHANTS
CAhM CHARGE ALL TEE TRAFF'P WILLBEAR. AND FROM THE EVIDENCE,
THE MARKET WILL BEAR PLEWYY. PRICELS ARE AS HIGH IN EAST LANSING
AS TIv ANY OTHER GHETTO AREX. OTUDENTS ARE GIVEN THE EXCUSE
THAT PRICES AERE SO HIGH BECAUSE RENTS. ARE SO HIGH. RENTS ARE
SO HIGH??? WHY? AGAIN, ‘THE STUDEMT I3 CAPTIVE, THE REALTORS
KNOW THEY CAL CHAEGE ﬂTChFR RENTS, RBRECAUSE: MERCHANTS CAM GET BY
WITH :CHARGING HIGEER PRICES. DIVERYTHING -WORKS OUT FINEc:easosss
EXCEPT FOR THE STUDENTS.

. BALKS - STUDFENTS ABEMYT GOOD ENCUGH TO HAVE SAVIKGS ACCOUWNTS
IN CERTAIN LOCAL BAMKE. BAMKCRS REFUSE TC ESTABLISH SUCH AC-
COUNTS UNLESS THRSATEMED WITE LECGAL A@TIO& _ FEES FOR CHECKING
ACCOUNTS IN EAST LANSING, APb UbDJLl HtGp ----- s

HOUS ING---- EAST LARSIhG IS VE?I SERICTLY ZOiED. STUDEKTS ARE
DISCOURAGED FROM LIVING IN CERTAIN AREAS. HOUSING IN OTHER AREAS
IS SUBSTALDABD OR PIDICULOUQLv HICE PRI“ED £ oo

LUXURY APARTMENTS - SO CXLLFD é& THE FINANCIAL INTERESTS, ARE
OVER PRICED. DAMAGE DEPOSITS ARE OFTEN CONFISCATED ON LITTLE... " Tﬁ;
OR O PRETEXT. WALLS A7E\WWIR SOUNDPEOCFING IS WIL. %220.00
(AT LEAST) PER MOWNTH:-FOR IOLOTONOUS CABDBOARU BOXES? TRULY AN
OUTRAGE! ,

2w A

s WHO'S KIDDING NHO . EAST ~HNSTNF HAS NOT SUDDEhLY ’ i
"TAKEN YOUR INTERESTS LO HmARQ~-ObT" YOUR MONEY. - SPARTANTOWN USA~ ¢
IS AN ANESTHETIC, QO THAT YOUR ; MNOMEY MAY BE EXT QACTED FROM -YOU
AS PAINLESSLY AS POSSIBLE. PEHB MbHLEY, b&E“UTle SECRETARY OF |
THE EAST LANSTING ﬁAMBﬁP OF/ COMMERCE.,: ‘STATED THAT THE PURPOSE OF
SPARTAKTOWN, "IS TO HhATE WARIER TIAS BETWEEN THE COMMURITY AND
THE STUDELT BODVﬂ,.,..“&_H”' COZY ?

IF BAST TANSING REALLY WALTED TO IMPROVE ”TONN GOwWn™" RELATIONS
IT WOULD REMEDY SOME OF THE ABGVE STTUATIOLS: INSTEAD oF INDULGING '
Ik PHONY WELCOFE Z&DPC bEQ i
students for & aemour@i g soclety. P.0. DOX 382, 351-02&5‘cam§us prit,

T A SN T
e T Sery oAt e

e



21 ST Uumm @muoumﬂnom B9OTE |

NUEA

CZOGQKI/ D

7 /%(A/%éa — NEZZ N _m s Mok okt 7

enmem»r ASMSU (\ 196F CHAMBER oF

7| el .. ‘ : ) : COMMERCE

| 77
7 JKEE? EL GREEN /.N@EASTFBUIL\\\BR'NG MONE\/.'

SUS



v 4

protests:

AND ON THE LEFT ...

US: students hove rig

By LAUREL PRATT
State News Staff Writer

Why United Students?,

Essentially because there are
students at MSU who know that
all is not altogether lovely at
the Happy University and who
want to make it better, if not
perfect, ;

US 1is part of MSU’s Left-~in
Webster’s words, ‘‘groups pro=’
fessing views usually character-
ized by opposition to anda desire
to alter (as by reform or revo-
lution) the established order es~
pecially in politics and usually
advocating change in the name of
the greater freedom or well-
being of the common man,’’

This is essentially the US po-.
sitfon: that students have human
rights, the same rights as mem=
bers of the outsideworld,andthat
students have a right to a voice
in their education. h

This view isincorporatedinthe
the ‘ATL 'issue’ of
fall term, the kiss~in of wimer
term, the student bill of rights
and the march on the Cap1t01|
of spring term, the leaflets at[
freshman orientation this sum-
mer.,

Some US members are active
in other organizations such as
Students for a Democratic So-
ciety and the Anti-Draft Union,
Others limit their concerns, as
US does, to campus issues.

In the fall of 1966, United Stu-
dents opened a meeting in the
Union to students concernedabout
firing of three AmericanThought
and Language Instructors -~ Ken
Lawless, Gary Groat and Robert
Fogarty.

» The meetings that followed, the

! vigil at Bessey (renamed Orange)

Hall and the confrontation with
administration and faculty during
the next weeks brought a pre-
viously unknown group of stu-
dent ‘‘activists’’ into the center
of the Unlversity attention and

. provided the starting point for a
. consclousness
¢\ rights’ in a University ripe for
. change,

of '‘student

Several hundred studentsat one’;
time or another sat in, slept,:
ate, argued and otherwise lived:
at Bessey Hall for over a week |
in November, disbanding for '
Thanksgiving, and waited out=- l
side the board of trustees’ meet~ |
ing for a decisiononthe firings-~ |
a decision which was officially
made, very quietly, on July 21, |
1967,

The eight-day vigil and the en—
tire *ATL issue’’ produced;
letters to the editor, point=of=
view columns and one ATL res=
ignation and received national
wire service and local broad-
cast coverage.

Many, including Groat and
Lawless, thought the relationship|
of the two to the controversial:
off-campus literary magazine .
“Zeltgelst’ was a major reason
for their dismissal. 3

The ATL Dept. hinted that the

three had been dismissed for °
personality conflicts andbecause |

they had not been progressing

satisfactorily on their doc- :

torates. |

Action slowed for US after Bes=-:
sey-~its publicity brought in new -
members and plans were made
for a number of longterm proj=:
ects, including a coffeehouse and.
changes in residence hall open;
house rules., ;" '

On March 1, US burstback into ;
the spotlight with a kiss-in at &

Akers Hall. The ‘‘demonstra~
tion’’ was suggested light-heart=-
edly at a meeting when some
coeds reported that resident as~
sistants had been overzealous in:
enforcing the public display of
affection rules in the lounges.

About 1,500 students crowded |

into the lounges, and only about
100 eventually settled down to
“*display affection for one anoth-
er'' as US had asked.

Spectators standing on fur-
niture managed to cause over
$400 In damages to the lounges |
and made chairman W,C, Blanton |
say:

“‘1f we hold anything again,
we will be damn sight less op-
timistic about the mature be= !
havior of the average MSU stu—
dent,’’ ;

US recovered from the kiss~y
in to produce a five-page price
study which was sold on campus |
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“Gehtle Thursday

United Students and friends run across the campus spreading happiness and
celebrating spring in mid-April on the never=to-be- forgo’rfen Gentle Thursday
State News photo by Mike Schonhofen

last year.

*“This bill of rights is not a °
the US steering committee, was

radical document,’’ the introduc=
tion stateds ‘“The human rights
| enumerated are equivalent to
those given the lowest members
of the outside society."’
| These included no discrimina=
/tion by six;

into student living quarterswith=
. out permission, in case of emer=
gency, or with a search warrant;

and several means of student.
| involvement in academic de—-;
estimated then at $81 a year?

¢ clsions,

W.C. Blantoxl_,ﬁ chairman of US
since-Bessey; was elected senior
member-at=large, in the ASMSU
gtudent board elections last

at the beginning of spring term. | spring,

The study which US members |
admitted was Inadequate but a |
beginning, listed price dif-

ferences on similar-quality|
items from store to store in:
East Lansing. A new study is’
expected this fall,

A student bill of rights got over
3,000 signatures in the three|
weeks it was circulated during |
spring term, and formed a ma jor
portion of the platform of three
candidates for the ASMSU student
board who rose from the US
| ranks,

Brad Lang, who had led the
Bessey-rally and the kigs-in and
was a member of The Paper’s
editorial board, was elected
sophomore member-at-large,
with the student bill of rights as
the basis of a Do you want a
radical on the Student Board?'’
campalign.

Dave Macomber, chairman of
the coffeehouse project which

| was taken over by the United
Campus Christlan Fellowship,
ran for junior member-at-large
! but lost narrowly.

student selection’
| of their own housing; no entrance’

Jim Friel, also a member of

elected president of the Off-

Campus Council and gained a
‘seat on the board,

A legal aid committee wasj
‘formed to help students in trouble;
with the University rules, and

the committee demanded election
of All-University Student Judi-
clary justices rather than ap=-
pointment,

A US march to the Capitol to
protest a possible fee increase

attracted 200-250 students. US

leaders had hoped for at least

2,000,

““It's ironic,’’ Lang sald, lead=-
ing the rally at Beaumont Tower,
““that the rally is sponsored by
US and supported by the ASMSU
student board, who are all sup-
porting the board of trustees—
and that we’re going to have to
march with only 200 people.’’

But they marched, and were
told bluntly at the Capitol that
although some legislatorsagreed
with them, they should go home
and clean up and concentrate
on thelr studies.

Two months later, tuition was
raised $147 a year for many in=

state students and $180 a year
for out~of-state studentsa

The women’s hours contro=
versy brought out major points
of the bill of rights: no discrim=-
Ination on the basis of sex, and a
student’s open access to his own
housing.

US expanded its Interests this
summer to include a recreation
and tutoring project for chil-
dren in the Cristo Rey parish
in Lansing.

The only other major US ac~:
tivity of the summer was leaf-’

leting at orientation meetings, :

In all the US activities, a con-
stant thread 1s that of student
involvement in the University
and in his education, Sit-ins and
marches are a desperation tac=
tic;
accomplish long-term ob-
Jectives,

For this reason, US's major
concern is with using existing

there are better ways to:

channels to achieve changes in |
the University-- and perhaps to

create new channels within the
structure,

!
!

But in any case, disagreelng |

with the existing order, US mem=

bers want change. Because, as the |
saylng goes, only when things

change do they get better,




