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This questionnaire, asking: Do you believe in God? In 

immortality? Do you pray? and so on, each question to be a~swered~ 

Yes or No, was given wide newspaper pµblicity some years ago fqr 

the purpose of taking the "r·el1g1ous pulse" of Christendom. 

Everybody was urged to fill it out and send it in, amd Ivwas 
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monument to what used to be. "In your home, in your life -

is it?" 

And those old enough to remember what used to be knew that 

it is not. 

Such support as our churches manage to get, comes very 

largely from the make-believe believe~whose make-believe de

ceives themselves. They value religion as a sen ti.mental indul

geance. Even to people Yrho know nothing about the genuine Chris

tian way of. life, "God'' may have great e.sthetic value in liter-

ature, poetry and art and also in church. It is possible to 

enjoy going to church of a Sunday much as one would go to a con

cert, without in ci.IlY way making "God 11 the central fact of exist

ence about which the entire life is organized and integrated. 

I am reminded of Elsie and the questionnaire! 

This questionnaire, asking: Do you believe in God? In 

immortality? Do you pray? and so on, eu..ch question to be a~swered.J 

Yes or No, was given wide newspcper pµblicity some ye::.1rs ago fpr 

the purpose of taking the "religious pulse" of Christendom. 

Everybody was urged to fil'l it out and send it in, amd I1· was 



watching Elsie, a high school girl, as she busily complied. 

'Hardly appearing to read the question~ much .less ponder them, 

she was rapidly r.riting., Yes, and Yes, and Ye~. 
j,__ I 

"Jut1 t -v;hat do you believe, Els1e?" I inquired, wondering if 

I could make her think. "Do you believe in a personal God, or 

merely in an impersonal Creator., or what?" 

11 ! don't know," she replied. cheerfully. "l just believe in 

God.." 

"Yes, but how do you think of God? Spencer you know thought 

of Him as the Unknown Cau~e, Spinoza as the Majestic Law. Exactly 

what is it you believe in?" 

nJust~l&:i:s God! Certainly I believe in' God! I'm no atheist! -
And I believe in immortality, and I say my prayer,$. At least I 

do sometimes." 

nwhy do you when you do?" I asked, ~urprised, for I would 

not have thought it. 

"Oh., Mother had me ~ay ilem 1:lhen I "!'as little, and I've SOI'.t 

of kept it up more or le~r;. It's nice, d.on' t you think? I like 

to say prayers -- wben I'm feeling kind of righteous.n 

"How about it when you're feeling kind of wicked? Do you 

ever pray for divine guidance?" 

''I don't feel wicked! Why should it? I believe in Jesus 

and the .bible and everything." 

"Do you read the Bible?" 

"Sure -- in Sunday ~chool, when I go. And any way, I'm 

a church member." 

"Do you go to church?" 



r 
"Yes indeed quite often, if I'm up in time." 

"Why do you go -- when you're up in time and do?" 

"Well -- A person ,really out to go to church more or less 

don't you think? Any ~.·ay, I rather Jike it. The music ts nice, 

maker:: you ·reel kind of ho] y, and· you meet lot~ of lovely people.'' 

Her eye was pa~~ing on to the next que!::"tion. "Naturally I would 

not want to live in a community with no church! ~~o would? All 

the best place~ to live have churcher,." 

11But you've written 'Yes' for number nine! ro you really 

have family worship in your home?" 

"Why I -- What do they mean by family worship? 

I told her what family ~or~hip used to be in my childhood 

how we all knelt together in prayer before separating for the 

day, how general the custom was .of beginning each day with 

devout religious observances. 

She wa~ much amused. "Well naturally," she laughed, "we 

don't do anything like that' You couldn't get our family to

gether long enough morning or evening. But Grandfater always 

ask~ the ble~~ing at meals v·hen he'~ here, and I gue!:'.s that'll 

do for family worship. And I've been brought up in a religious 

home, wouldn't you call it? .Of cour!':e F'ather 

a cburch member." 

"D oe::: you- mother go to church ?n 

But Mother's 

"Not so very often,, but ~he like~ u~ to go, and she makes 

cakes and aprons and thing!': for the church sale~ and helps with 

the church dinners, and·--" Her voice faded as she turned to 

the eleventh question, about sending her children to Sunday 
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school. "Certainly if ever I have any children they'll go to 

Sunday school, so that 'Yes' is all right -- and this last one 

too! Of course I think religion in some form is necessary for 

the individual and for the community! I'm no atheist! 
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And so a sentimental little conformer with about as much 

religion as an Easter rabbit went to the letter box to file a one 

hundred percent testimonial for Chri~tianity! 'There are hosts of 

Elsies, and the results of the questionnaire were most gratifying 

to its sponsors, convincing them that the religious pulse of 

Christendom is more than vigorous. 

Christendom is confused by the true unbelievers Vl'hose real 

interests are wholly nonreligious, but who pose as Christians by 

their church membership. When religion is real it is never cas

ual, something you do on ~unday morning if you wake up in time. 

Heal Christianity is passionate and grippjng, and affects every n 

phase of life seven day~ in every ~~ek. 

That church Deople do not know this, that the .l:!_;lsies are per,

mitted to believe themselves Christians, that such a Qhettionnaire 

could have been taken seriously by ~o many people, could be given 

such wide publicity without being challenged as superficial and 

worthless, is_ in its elf a sufficient proof that the religious 

pulse of Ctristendorn no longer flutters. 
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Date 

~ince there is nothing about Elsie's way of life to bring 

Jesus Christ into her thoughts twice a weei.;, since the 11 God" ihe 

which she so cheerfully believes is no more to her than a theory, 

and serves no purpo~e but to keep her from being an atheist, she 

obviously has never been a Christian, and knows nothing of the 

Christian way of life. She would be more of a person if she 

knew this. 

Not that her superficial pretentions matter greatly. There 

is certainly no fanaticism about them, and they are too shallow 

to do any harm. But she should know what her real religion is! 

She should understand her own way of life -- what her real salva

tion is and from what it savers her. Whether we worship a symbol 

or one or another of the worldly godlings of the natural man, we 

should knov<i what v1e ,vor~hi n and be prepared to defend our faith. 

Exactly what your religion is matters le~s th.an that, whatever 

it is, you frankly acknowledge it, and live by it ·without self

deception. That is to say, it is more civilized to be an aoolo

gist than a aaive and primitive true believer, whatever sits 

upon your throne of god. 

Suppose for example that blsie had had the self-understanding 

and the frankness to state honestly in that questionnaire: ?Ify 

religion is the religion of Fellowship. Tvly hell is loneliness. 

I adore people, for people are my salvation from my hell. 

That would have been a loyal acknowledgement of the core about 

which her life is being shaped, her character integrated. It would 

have been a sincere confession of what she lives by and believes 

in with all her heart and mind and soul -- of the religion ~ 
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by which she is finding salvation from childhood. 

- Not·only ~ould ~ilieie be more of a person had she been able 

to formulate and state her real faith, but ·that \vould bave been 

more of a questionnaire had it helped her to do so,-anm~sbown h~r 

the difference between the C.hristian way of ·life and her own. 

I have already given you a questionnaire ui«J11 for the testing 

of your own integration which might be modified to TT1eet the needs 

of those who take their type wooships for granted and have not 

yet questioned their type faiths. W~ might ask: 

In whose image are you being created -- that o~ the pleasure

seeker, or the opportunist, or the aemttm~ntaiist,o~ theL~r!tic? 

Exactly what sits upon your throne of god giving you your sense of 

security: Sensation? Intuition? reeling?· THiHiUie? What·i.·fuat 

uppermo~t in your thoughts -- your last thoughts at night, your 

fir~t i.n the morning? For •Hhat do you sacrifice easily and labor 

diligently? :o you like the world as it is and wish only to .enjoy 

and experience it? Or do you find it unsatisfactory, and wish ,only 

to change it, to create, invent, initiate and promote tbme new 

thing? Or do you find your salvation in human relationships, 

caring only for people and not for things? Or do you find both 

people and things in great need of intellectual criticism, with 

no hope but the great god reasoni and the li:fe of reason? 

That would make a good beginning. But it is not a question

naire to be dashingly filled in, "Yes or No!" 



ELSIE'S RELIGION 409 

Da te 

Elsie i~ being create~ in the image of . entimentali s t . 

her her 

senseof security. People are always uppermost in her thoughts 

as she goes to sleep at night, and as she vrakes in the morning. 

She sacrifices easily for her many many friends, and will cheer-

iully work her pretty little head off in their service 

monious feeling relationships being her ample reward. 

Vvhen :!:lsi rs to 

seeks is service 

crowd tog r. She will 

, anr. 

e primar ily, 

har-

El8ie will bever be primarily a nleasure-seeker, in pursuit 

of concrete experience for its own sake. Her pleasure-seeking 

will be much less for its Ol',n ~ake than i'llll an excuse for getting 

the crowd together -- in the service of fellowship. And the op

portunitie~ and possibilities she sees -- with such intuition as 

she happens to develp -- will al~o be in the service of fellow

ship and harmoniou~ feeling for its mm ~ake. She is charming and 

tactful, and aims to please, and sensation and intuition wiUhave 

a place in her consciousness just in so far as theJ v:ork for that 

aim. But thcyare destined to be the servants of her feeling life, 

and will have upon them the stamp of servitude. 

The critic in ~lsie, the thinker, will slumber in the o~m1x« 

unconscious for many a long year. Thinking iSo merciless, uncom

promising, a disturber of harmonious i feelmng, and her, adventure 

with the questionnaire shows no"1easily .~he keeps it dmm and 

out of the con::cious ~ituation. No amount of schooling i~ likely 

to make anything but an ob s equious flunky of the thinker doomed 



~LSIE'S RELIGION 4Jl0 

to a meager, un6. erpri vileged life in the dungeons of her being. 

She is a pronounced extraverted feeling type, and her way of 

life saves her from her hell by keeping her in a happy little 

heaven of affectionate and loyal comradeship. At her age and 

in her cas ~ it is all right. It works. It keeps her growing 

.happily into the ami~ type of woman she is destined to become. 

The extraverted feeling type is strong wherever loyalty and 

sympathy and tactfulness .are most needed, or where human emotions 

need to be sympathetically understood and shared. A woman of 

this type may excell in :-ocial s ervice of any sort; or as an in

terpretive arti s t--'- mu.sicialll.~ actres~, public s peaker; or as the 
or wife in nedd of a 

loyal secretary/of some o pportuni~t or thinker/Kblinx1u,2ii:xxa: help-

-er who agre:- ~ ·with out argument and believ_es him right without 

question; cBut · there· b:r :c no- place in ~cientific re~earch for 

the feeling type s . 

Unfortunately for "scientific psychology" the feeling types 

are not aware of their own limitation~, and psychology being of, 

vital importance to people and to social service attracts the 

nonthinkers who would never dare to undertake the rigors of real 

scientific research in chemistry or physics. 
charming 

I once heard a/woman of this type lecture before a ~roman' s 

club on "scientific psychology." She was very insistent that psy

chology must be a science like physics and chemistry, and lest 

we should be unscientific about it, she warned in closing. 11 I have 

shown you ho'.v carefully we kee p our records on these filing cards. 

Don't ever call anything ns ciencen unles s it is recorded on cards 

i th
. ,, 

n is way. 
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dream of childhood. 

He may be an enchanted one who v;ould like to be 1 athcred by 

GOVE.KNivfoNT as in childhood he was fa the red ll;JCXNix and mothered. 

by his n a tural par en ts, or an eq_ually enc hunted one who 1&.;nmia::tx 
is too tenderhearted to 
».e:ii.xxtkaxxkMM&ll acce_pt the h(;.rd rea.li "ties of evolntionb.ry _pro-

cess ~ t,~ ~ ~e~· ·ering of his fellow men, 

GOVE NM NT t o fK ther everybddy and ~bolish ~ov erty. 
nd power-hun ry 

be n am bitious/but \ boll unenchated poli tichm 1.vho 

c:md wants 

Or kt, may 

merely 

wants -to exploit the enchantment of others 0.r1d proi'i t by the 

abolitions or the !!_profit syst m'.'· J J 
• t } .f -f', l / • ~ A J , l"J .• H , ,e ,y-_,,..\ ."- \ \, \f\Nt.>-~· ft.J> th fr. c~-1 C,U r .-»'.,-, "'w-v>f'flt-

n any cas~---~~-~~~ inevitably to~ard to- ~ 

ism because communism is '~,ery d.el'ini tely not what h a.p 

ure 1·ree. f~ince it is not wha. t ahppens when men 

are f ree, i-t can exist only wh&re men c1re not free. It h u. s to 

be enforced, ictated by the higher pov,er which does the fath-

ering. It is ·ndeed so unnatural ~o adu:).t types, to people who 
as 

have developed b ond the primitive state of childhood, that ±x 
a form of 
~tlUXxax±xx governm t it ,,.:can exist only under a totalitc1rian 

dictatorship such as 

ali!ce in this; theYre 
/ d. 

are what the dictato 

in Hussia, and all dictatorships ·are 

ect the dictator not the people. ~hey 
ires -- benevolent or brutal, a ccording 

unxxx kRxliti:oll§I.Xxa:i::ml!iExixxfxe::e:x 

as the dict~tor is benevol or brutal. ~he people are but 

and his whim of the moment is 

Social Order communism, or 

oody cells 

their law. 

socialism, 

Jummx of' pa ter,nalism, is autocratic monarchial. 

1'he c in which the ~eople themselves and the 

public servants; ctnd the a t 9i'atic in ·which the 


