
<nht ilinningham News 
EVENING AND SUNDAY 

NEWS DEPARTMENT 
BIRMINGHAM 2, ALA. 

Vl t-+CEHT TOWNSDID, MANAGING EDITOA 

March 4th, 1958 

Dear Sir: 
This is a photostat of the autopsy 

report on Phyllis Dean Carver made by Dr. 
L.C. Posey, a pathologist. 

He died within a few days of this 
autopsy, and the fact that he had made such 
a report was kept sec r et for many years. 

It was not until 1957 that I was 
able to obtain a copy. Frankly, I turned it 
over to a pathologist here. He made a cursory 
examination of it and compared it with the 
report of State Toxicologist C.D. Brooks and 
told me there were several areas of variance. 
The chief on·e, he said, dealt with the finding 
of male sperm. 

Y6u have already read Brooks' testimony, 
I believe. 

What we need here--at the earliest 
possible mornent--is a ·comparison of the report 
made by Dr. Posey and the one made by Brooks, 
and also of the report made by Dr. Posey and 
Brooks testimony. 

Since we hope to have everything worked 
out here on February 12 towards a pardon for 
Ellis Fewell, it is vital that we obtain the 
report at the first possible moment. 

Best regar ds, ../) _ A 
(A."' 4L&it 1,JU.A... 
Clancy Lake 
The Birmj_ngham News 
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REPOBT or .At7l'OPST ... 

.,, 

Phyllis Carver Au.\opsy Nwli>ir: 

Nine y~ars Date of Death 

-:remele Date' or Autopay1 

White Requeste" bft CoN>Dff T. J. 

OROSS ANATOMICAL DIAGNOSES: 

l.. Wounds, multiple, 
penetreting, neck 

extreme, l e.oer-. t i ng and 
and tborex ( , tel vounds of 

McCpllum 

beart, laceration of left common 
and trecbea, steb vounda of left 

.:"rot id artery 
l u~) . 

2. Contueion. of r:Jght t'ece and or nee~. 

· Dilatation, all.81 sphincter. 

MICROSCOPIC DIAONOOIS: 

No additions can be. me.de to the enetomical ~ .fttnos,ee 
as listed. 
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The :-ec t·o~~ Qf the ~b y11»..1~ ere not remarkable . There is sQme 
s hr' nkage P.~d beginni ng eut olyt~c change. 

:!c ~: . ------
The ·:e : ·: t-:-n s sh~• •;ome b r on1eu ~ng of t ::e ~n ... ,.nr.: · · tl '..1. ~ sept a in 
sc,. -1; · -y1., o " tbe r :.ght v t:.., t r : clc . :"he r e .'.. :; , · .;; .. • et~ ) r ge.aw:?n t of bl ood 
vE's : .,.l ;; . In :h,; pos~er i or ns pe -;"; o~ -..,he be •r• :~ ·.r.o\111 one oft.he 
1_0 -:.--:·'! t ~:,:1s rl e;cr i"!.>ed .in '";l ie gr~., :. . The "" ;:>~ :t . ... : · ..ur. :!.:: :::u~ through 
a1.;: t he:-:e :s ex~rnvns et1::m ::,r b l ::>o..'l i:1to .'..:; . 

Th2 ser. : l or.s sh9V t he l c ~t l ·mg . Fr om t hl' "-:""' ·i , of i:rouma de 2cribed 
i n t he p;r o,;:: t here i s e~tens ive c~t 'l'ftvasat~~1: r l oo:! !nt o air sacs 
of the tvo ~r e0!1lent s uieti t. ::. :,uo-i , Bloor! ve ssel '" H l eted and engorged. 
Ther<:? i z be ~: nning nuto:!.y~tc de squem:a~.'..on o ; \:ld,' i-1 :m.t~ous meinbrane. 

Live r : 

Sect ions o f t he l i ver show poot d i ges~.:.-.. e ·; ac•.io, r. ~ ~on °nd pollor of t hP. 
liver c·ells , _but there are no s pc .-:i.!'i c l .e s :i on :; :;,re ..,:m~ . 

Spleen: 

The 3ectlons of t he spleen show '3Jlli)ty:i ng of -che sinucoids and the pulp 
of ,t!,,lm:>st ell of tl1e red blood. ce l ls uou.nlly s een. There Bre some autolyt;ic 
changes in marginal. portions of tho spl een, but no speciffo lesiona are ' · 
preson~. 

Ptiocret1 it , 

Tlie .:action c.:hovs au~oiyt_ic ohenge. No specific leaion is seen, 

V 
T,pe section sbovs marked po3t,artem sutolys1s. 

Sto~s,b: 'I. 

' . 

The se~tionG ot the funde.l portions Q! the sto~ob 'ahov no 
changes. :. ·· 
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Small Intestines 

There ~s co~sidereble autolytic ~henge or the nr.i~ous membrane • 

Mesenteric Lyaq>h Nodes: 

The section shoVR considerable eu-:o~ysis of the madullnry portion of 
tlie node. 

: ..... r~;: 
Aaren.el Gland: ;,,,, 

No specific changes are pres en-:, though ~'t ,r.r- ., .. 1le there is some 
\>.· _.eutolysis. 

Tbe section is not rennrkable. .. :,, ~ , .· 
........... . 

.;. __ . -. . -.·: ·•,CYverz: 
...,._tef. • •r.. , 
~ .. .. ,..,; .,. ~· ~ 

\ ;._, : ·::: 
\ , ~ :· .m_be section i s not ref!IB.rkable. 
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~ ..._• ~ •l ~ ,.. 1. ~ 1 ) , 

~,The sec tion o. the ~ne1 canal shoving the .re -dhl\ a·rea describeji. in t~e :~~,,1f~/ . 
gross reveals a small patch or · dilated :atucoael benprrboid,al. ·vessels 'Qbs,t >-?i :· -:-i- _ ..,, · 
a~ e:pgorged vi tp blQOd. Ther.e is no evi-d..enoe ot' ~rtravas~tion 9f b~ •. .'. ?"~.:,,~~ • 
Tb~!:~ are_ no te:ars no~ ~d in the surface ·of th• &cGUs ~llib~e·."' ',rberp ;·. -~·:, \i~--~ .. ·:~> 
•.is sQme autolytic change 1n the glendular epi tneli w,n. :"~ -r~. ; • 

•). ~- /· ,, ,; ., a,., - '....:, 

8JD1:1ars . fromAnal Mlteous Membrane: ·~ 
:\ 

.._,. -- • r • 

A ' number o.f s~a-rs t'rom t he mucous malllbrane of the anai c_ab. .,. · 
and numbers of baoteri a of varl ous 
n1~ed in any of the material. 
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sorts, but no sperms ti~. . ' 
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<!ht ilinningham News 
fYENING ANO SUNDAY 

BIRMINGHAM 2, ALA. 
NEWS DEPARTMENT 
VIHCfHT TOWNSEND, MAMMING EDITOR 

Dear Sir: 
These are various reports made by 

the toxicologist, C.D. Brooks, and which are 
to be co . .=ea with the report of D~r1 f osey, 
the pathologist. (!.t~ ~ 

ClancYf,# ake 
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<iht ilinningham News 
EVENING AND SUNDAY 

NEWS DEPARTMENT 
BIRMINGHAM 2, ALA, 

Vi..c:fHT ~. ,-W,U.,0\110 [OnOt 

!VJ.arch 4th, 1958 

Dear Dr. Snyder: 
I am sorry these are getting 

off to you so late, but Ed Strickland was 
supposed to have obtained the originals and 
mai~ .them to you several days ago. I am sorry 
these are so hard to read--but since time is 
so important I want to get these copies rushed 
to the airport. 

I only hope that you will be 
able to get a report back to us by next Wednesda 
morning. 

May~ suggest that you mail 
the report to Park Street,_ care of me. 

Best regards, c,e ia4 
Cl::; Lake 
City Editor 
Birmingham News 
Birmingham,Ala. 



March 7, 1958 

REPORT ON MEDICAL !DENCE IN DEATH OF PHYLLIS ANN CARVER 

I've been over the testimony of Mr . c. D. Brooks as it 
appeared in the transcript which I received yesterday and also 
I have studied the material received from Clancy Lake consisting 
of a copy of the protocol ot an autopsy performed by Dr. L. c . 
Posey on April 12, 1949 on the body of Phyllis Carver . In addition 
I have also examined copies of several reports submitted by Mr. 
Brooks on various examinations of materials collected in connection 
with this same murder . 

COMMENTS ON THE TESTIMONY OF MR . BRO OKS 
AT THE TRIAL OF ELLIS FEWELL. 

I studied the transcript before I received the materials 
sent by Mr. Lake. In general I was favorably impressed by his 
testimony. It seems to me that he is not only a keen observer 
but a trained observer and later 1hen his testimony was compared 
to that in the autopsy protocol, except for one major exception 
his observations and statements parallel the notes of Dr. Posey 
to a remarkable degree. 

With respect to the time of death as estimated from the 
condition of the stomach contents I believe that Mr. Brooks has 
estimated too long a time between the eating of the last focd 
and the time of death. Relying on his statements as to the 
condition of the stomach contents my feeling is that death took 
place much closer to one hour after the last meal than the two or 
three hours which he estimated. 

With reference to the wounds, the discrepancies between 
his testimony and Dr. Posey•s protocol are minor and have no bearing 
on the main issues in this case. 

For a person not trained as a physician Mr. Brooks' 
observations with respect to the autopsy, the signifance of the 
bleeding, swelling of tissues etc. are all sound and have a distinct 
inflnence on my opinion with respect to the major discrepancy which 
will be discussed later. 

COMMENTS ON THE AUTOPSY PR(JI'OCOL. 

Dr. Posey states that the autopsy was performed at 1:15 
p.m. on April 12, 194-9. He does not give a list of pars ns present, 
his assistant or witnesses . He states that rigor mortis is complete 
except for the neek. This is undoubtedly due to the rigor of the 
neck being broken in picking up and transporting the body from 
the place where it was found to the autopsy room. 

He then lists in detail a series of many different 
wounds ranging from lacerations on the back of the scalp, shoulders 
and hand to severe and deep cuts on the throat , front or the chest, 
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armpit and other places . Any of several of the lacerations he 
described would have caused death in a very short time. Two 
separate knife thrusts completely transfix the heart while a 
deep laceration on -the front of the neck severed the left 
carotid artery and the windpipe was severed in two different 
places. The injuries to the left lung could also have been 
fatal . Dr . Posey states nthe deepest penetrating wound of the 
lung measured 1+5.; cm. in depth •. u This is undoubtedly a typo
graphical error as 45 .. 5 cm. would be approximately 18 inches. 

WAS A SEXUAL ATTACK COMMITTED ON THE 
BODY OF PHYLLI S CARVER? 

The major discrepancy appearing in the transcript of 
Mr. Brooks testimony and the protocol of Dr . Posey involves this 
point. There seems to be no conflict about the fact that the 
body of Phyllis Carver was found fully clothed except for her 
shoes, her undergarments pulled up around her chest and her 
panties in place and showing no sign of having -been disturbed . 
No blood, semen or other materials or tears of signifance were 
observed. 

Both Dr. Posey and Mr. Brooks report that the anus was 
dilated -- to the extant of approximately an inch as recorded 
in the protocol. Aside from a slight amount or fecal material 
around the anus there was no bruising, lacerations or blood or 
other foreign material and Dr. Posey reports that examination of 
a microscopical section of the anal canal revealed no evidence 
of injury as would be expected had coitus per anu:m been performed 
on a child of this size and age. Dr~ Posey then further states 
that he examined a number of smears from the anal oanal but found 
no evidence of spermatozoa. 

On the other hand Mr . Brooks reported that be recovered 
some mucoid material from the rectum and prepared six slides for 
microscopical examination. Further he reports that he found 
numerous heads and tails of spermatozoa and at least three intact 
sperms. If Mr . _ Brooks is correct in his observations there can 
be no question but what coitus per anum was committed on this 
child. 

Dr. Posey was undoubtedly a much more experienced 
microscopist than was Mr . Brooks. On the other hand searching 
for sperms under conditions such as this is a good deal like 
fishing in a lake . If you catch fish it proves fish were there 

if you don•t it proves nothing. 

Actually we know very little about the length of time 
the spermatozoa can be identified in a dead body . Up until 
comparatively recently it as generally believed that sperms 
disappeared in a very short ti.ma after death and particul arly 
so -in the rectum. During the last four or five years reliable 
evidence has been produced to demonstrate th t under certain 
conditions at least, spermatozoa can be recovered from the 
vaginal tract days or even weeks after death. While they can be 
identified for a much shOPter time in the rectum still it is 
longer than had been formerly believed . 

It seems most unlikely and unusual that the girl's 
panties would have been carefully removed without tearing and 
without soiling and then carefully replaced after an act of this 
kind had been performed on her body. Against that is the solid 
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evidence that the anus was dilated to the extent of an inch in 
diameter (2 by 2.5 cm.). It is true that occasionally there will 
be considerable dilatation of the anus after death due to 
normal muscle relaxation. But to find it dilated an inch in a 
nine year old child with the body still in rigor mortis convinces 
me that penetration had occurred. Likewise in view of the 
character of Mr. Brooks' testimony and the careful and methodical 
observations he reported I conclude that this child was violated 
per anum after death. 

DCES THE MEDIC L EVID N E THROW ANY 
LIGHT ON THE GUILT OR NOCENCE OF 

ELLI S FEWELL? 

The answer to this question might seem argumentative 
but I believe some reliable deductions can be made from a study 
of the overall picture. 

In the first place we are dealing with something more 
than Just a murder. The person who killed this child must 
certainly have been in a state of !Ilost extraordinary mental 
turmoil. The multiplicity of the wounds -- cuttings, stabbings, 
direct violence and sexual assault; all indicate a frenzy \'1hich 
was directed to something much more than simply destroying the 
life of a child. Of the cuttings and stabbings probably any of 
at least half a dozen would have been tatal in a very short time 
not to mention the numerous other lacerations, cuttings, blows 
on the .face and head which undoubtedly would have prod eed 
unconsciousness if not death. 

At the time of the murder ot Phyllis Carver, Ellis 
Fewell was not yet 17 years old. In the course of nearly three 
decades that I h ve been actively investigating homicides I have 
observed a good many murders of this type. I ' ve also investigated 
more than a few murders conmdtted by teena.ge boys . I•ve never 
seen a murder of tl11.s kind committed by a teenager. 

Several years ago I coined the term ".,uvenile compulsion 
zpurde~ as a name for a c~rtain type of murders frequently committed 
by teenage boys. These are characterized by the murder of another 
child or sometimes members of the youths own family without 
apparent motive and the only explanation the youth can give 1s that 
he just had a feeling he had to kill someone. Sometimes the victim 
was his best friend. In none of these do I recall any mutilation 
or sex angle connected with it. The 'murder or Phyllis Carver 
does not fit into this classification. 

Had Ellis Fe ell committed this murder, during the 
several years that followed before he was apprehended I am sure 
that during that period he would have shown unmistakable evidence 
of other similar assaults or at least serious mental aberration. 
The evidence left on the body of Phyllis Carver after her death 
is highly significant in that to me it indicates that the 
murderer was in a state of emotional frenzy and probably seriously 
mentally 111. 

Respectfully submitted, 

LeMoyne Snyder, M.D . 



Mr . Clancy Lake 
The Birmingham News 
Birmingham 2, Alabama 

Dear Mr. Lake: 

April 17, 1958 

Enclosed is a statement of some of my views 
about why innocent persons confess to serious crimes. 
Please feel free to edit this in any way you see 
fit . 

Sine 2re ly yours, 

LoHoyne Snyder, M.D . 



©he ~ittninghatn News 
EVENING AND SUNDAY 

BIRMINGHAM 2, ALA. 
NEWS DEPARTMENT 
VINCENT TOWNSEND, MANAGING EDITOR 

April 14, 1958 

Dear Dr • Snyd er : 
AB part of the continuing effort to free 

Stanford Ellis Fewell., we are currently writing a series 
of stories about his case. We hope to keEp them going for 
several weeks because of the remendous response we have had. 

Towards that end, I conferred today with the 
folks in New York and suggested that anything I could get f:rom 
members of the Court of Last Resort would be of substantial aid. 
I vias asked to write di:rectly to some of the members in this 
regard, particularly where I had some definite subjects in mind. 

Frankly, we have had a terrific response to a 
a story we did yesterday on the fact that six diffe·,·ent persons 
have confessed to the kflling of the Carver girl. 

Most of the callers ·vvant to know why in th·e world 
anyone--and particularly Stanford Ellis Fewell--would confess to 
a crime he did not commit. 

In the ca s e of Few e 11 ., w e a 11 feel , of c our s e ., 
that it was done through intimidation. On the other hand, he 
made several non-inculpatory statements which did not involve 
him in the crime, but did involve someone else. He states that he 
made these statements only after he was told that his mother was 
in jail, and she would be released if he made a statement. I know 
this is what Fewell was told--but we have all been challenged on 
whether or not someone would be so attached to his mother that he 
would make a statement involving someone else (in this case., his 
brother) merely to get his mother out of jail. 

If you have read his statement to Park St:reet and 
Ray Schindler., you know, of course., about this boy's close attachment 
to his mother. 

What I need for the series is something about why 
people confessE to crimes they did not commit. Anything you might 
write would be deeply appreciated., for we are trying to answer every 
question tossed at us. 

It a e ems that I have w r it t en you on 1 y tw i o e, and 
in each instance I have tried to impress the need for some sort of 
an imn,ediate ·•••••---· answer. I hope my next letter will be 
different. 

that one of our 
1mny thanks for all your help so far., and I hope 

stories next week will be from you. 

B. ega rd s , ~ Ja.k_ 
Clandu Lake 
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