@he Birmingham News

EVENING AND SUNDAY

GHAM 2, ALA.
NEWS DEPARTMENT BIRMIN

VINCENT TOWNSEND, MANAGING EDITOR

March Lth, 1958

Dear Sir:

This is a photostat of the autopsy
report on Phyllis Dean Carver made by Dr.
L.C. Posey, a pathologist,

He died within a few days of this
autopsy, and the fact that he had made such
a report was kept secret for many years,

It was not until 1957 that I was
able to obtain a copy. Frankly, I turned it
over to a pathologist here, He made a cursory
examination of it and compared 1t with the
report of State Toxicologist C.D. Brooks and
told me there were several areas of variance,
The chief one, he said, dealt with the finding
of male sperm,

You have already read Brooks! testimony,
I believe,

What we need here--at the earliest
possible moment--is a comparison of the report
made by Dr. Posey and the one made by Brooks,
and also of the report made by Dr, Posey and
Brooks testimony,.

Since we hope to have everything worked
out here on February 12 towards a pardon for
Ellls Fewell, 1t is vital that we obtain the
report at the first possible moment,

Best regards, x&LZA.

Clancy Lake
The Birmingham News



Age:
Sex:

Race:

REPORT OF AUTOPSY

Phyllis Carver Autopsy Number: A-%9-3

Nine yesars

Femnle

White

Dnte of Death
Date of Autopsy: 4-172- 1:15 P.M.

Requested by: Coroner T. J. McCollum

GROSS ANATOMICAL LIACNOSES :

.

4 »

Wounds, multiple, extreme, lrcere 1z and
renetrating, neck and thorex (- vounds of
heert, laceration of left commo: *14 artery
and treches, stsl wounds of lef: 1} )

Contusion of right face end of neck.

Dilatation, ansl sphincter.

MICROSCOPIC DIAGNOSTS:

No addit’ons can be made to the enetonicsl diegnoses
8s listed.

TR
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Externel Examination:

The body is thet of a nine-year-old white femsle measuring 138 cm.

in length. It 18 well developed and well nourished. Rigor mortis

is complete, except for the neck which is essily moved (no fractures,
hovever). Mierous bloo? staine are present shout the heed, face,
neck, anterior chest, and left arm - snd to these are stuck numerous
fragments of grass. The right pupil measurez 5.7 mm., the left € mm.;
they are round and equal. A small smount of clotted blood is present
in the right nostril, but its origin is external.

Thers ere numerous lescerstions and contusions over the body. These
are listed below:

1l. On the righ+ occtbut is a Jagged T-ahnpe’ laceration messuring
2 x 15 cm. (no bony defect).

2. On the left occiput is a8 horizontall; * a4 zcelp laceration
2.5 ce. long (no bony defect).

3. Over the left scapula, and penetr=:!ns “o.the bone, are two
almost parallel, vertigally situated smooili-edgal lecerstions, each
2 cm. in length.

k. On the dorsum of the right hand, over ths second metacarpal bone,
i & £.5-cm. superficial laceration with no evidenc= of contusion or bleeding.

-

%. Two small round ebrasions are present ove: "he bridge of the nose.

6. There is e diffuse contusion of the right mslar prominence, cheek,
and right upper 1ip, with 2 mottled blue color of the skin. The under _ .
surface of the sffected 1ip has s rsgged laceration 1 cm. {n length, with
icontusions of the surrounding micous membrene. There is a linear depressed
and excoriated lesion extending diagonslly from the medial side of the
right suprs-orbitel ridge, through the middle of the right 1nrra-orbita1
prominence, into the laterel right cheek area.

7. Thers is a somewhet irregularly shaped, smooth-edged, gaping
lsceration of the anterior neck msasuring 10 cm. in length. It extends
from & point 3 cm. below the zngle of the left jaw to a point 3 cm. to the
right of the midline. The deep fasscia of the neck is eatered, the left
common carotid srtery severed, and the trachea severed in two places -
above and below the cricoid cartilage.

- 8. The skin overlyinmg the suprasternsl motch snd supraclaviculer

fostuo is a mottled blue end pink, due to the presence of small oxtravaaltidnp }7

of blood into the underlying superficial corium.
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External Examination: (continued)

9. The anterior and lateral surface of the left chest is
diffusely swollen end fine crepitation 1s noted in the soft tissues
on pelpation.

10, There is a left parastermal irregulsrly shaped, smooth-edged
penetrating laceration meesuring 9 cm. in length. The costochorndral
cartilege is severed once through the left first ri%, three times through
the second rib, end once through the third ribdb.

Lateral and slightly inferior to the atove sre two penetreting
lecerations, the uppermost messuring 3.5 em., a:d the lovermost 2 cm.
The costochondrel cartilege of the left kth rib !+ pertially seversd
from above and below by these two lacerations.

(3ee description of heert and lungs for deptk cf the
above-described lacerations.)

1l. There iz a deep, 3.5-cm. laceration over the left anterior

axillery fold, = l-cm. superficial lacerstion high :» ‘be ax{lle, and
a8 1.3-cm. superficiel laceretion in the midportior <« (he le”t latersl
chest wall.

12, There 15 e laceration of the right knee 1.Z cm. in length,
and a sma)) contusion of the left knee msasuring 2 cm. in diameter
(anteromedial aspect).

13. The rectum is dilated to a size 2.5 x 2 cm, and displays a
small quantity of feces externslly. There is questiomably a small longi-
tudinelly situated laceration of the mucoeutaneous junction posteriorly.
No evidence of hemorrhage or contusion is noted.

14. There are depressed linear excoriations passing longitudinelly
along the upper back and cross-wvise over the left duttock and left calf
posteriorly.

External genitalia exhibit no pubic hair. The hymen Is semilunar in
shape and 13 intact.

Peritoneal Cavity:

The orgens lie properly situsted. The diaphragm lies st the level of

the 3rd interspace on the right and the kth interspace om the left. The
lowver margin is visible only in the epigastrium. No adhepions ere present.
The eppendix is present and natural. Numerous mesenteric lymph nodes are

palpable.

= R e
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Pleural Cavities:

The right is negative.

On the left the lateral surfaces of the left upper and lower lobes

are bound to the chest wall by feirly firm sdhesions and the interlobar
fissure 1s pertfslly obliterated by adhesions. A smmll gquantity of
clotted blood is present in the left pleural cavity.

Pericerds um:

There are three smooth-edged lacerations into *he anterior surface

of the pericardium: one overlying the pulmoner; z=tery, one overlying
the apex of the heart, and one overlying the m:éportion of the left
ventricle. Corresponding penetrating wounds are “eund ‘n the heart
and pulmonsary artery. The pericerdial sac cont«‘ms about 2% cc. of
fluid dlood (this clots on exposure).

Heart: #

Weighs 140 gm. Over the upper anterior surf:-= 5* the right ventricle

and in a similar location on the left are two a'm'lar yellowish, irregular
gscars limited to the epicardium. A fatty edhesiom Jdepos!t ‘sz noted over
the anterior portion of the apex. To the right of the interventricular
septum, near the apex, s penetrating wound (0.5 em.) which, when probed,
extends 4.5 cm. to the left and posteriorly through the cevity of the

left ventricle and into the posterior ventricular wmll to the epicardial
surface vhere a small wound (0.2 cm.) is noted with surrounding ecchymosis.
In the nidportion anteriorly, and just to the left of the interventricular
septum, is a second penetrating wound (0.7 cm.) which passes 3.5 cm. upward
towards the base, penetrates the ventricular csvity, and then re-enters
the left vertricular well =t the atrioventricular Junction, ceusing a
 small ecchymosis into the epicerdium at this latter point.

The valves appear natural, as does the endocardium.
On the anterior surface of the pulmonary artery is e third laceration (0.5 em.). o

o Tlo point ot gkin entrance for each of these lacerstions 1s separate, and 3 6%
e T8 cortnpondl in location to the penetrating wounds described under item #10. Gt ?
o3 . ' Fhe deapest penetrating wound of the heart measures 5.5 cm. from skin h S
=X ‘%rm the posterfor myocarfial vell. iy




Weigh 120 gm. each.

The right lung 1s well axpendad and shows a pele-pink pleural surface
end normal out surface. :

- PO
The left lung displays the adhesions described. Near its upper eantero-
medial margin are three shallow lacerations of the lung measuring 0.5,
1.2, and 1.6 cm. in length respectively. These lacerations wvers mede .
through the large gaping uppermost chest wound. There is also a 0, 6éelm‘ e AT
lacerstion of the laterel surfece of the l2¢%{ upper lobe, which underlioa e
the wide penetrating laceration of the chest, described under item #11.

:s" The left bronchioles ere partinlly filled w‘u. clotted blood.
2?3 The deepest penetrating wound of tke lung messured spproximately k5-5 cR.

.vaf? in depth.

Thymus:

Weighs 20 gm.

dvers e i ‘7"-".:{ e
siyers 3 2 : - Sl o R

g e e N ¢ 2 : ey .
‘Weighs 800 gm., is relstively firm, and of s brown!sh-red color,

§

_The gallbladder contains dark-green bile.

m. een:

:Weighs 80 gm. and appears natursl on section.

- > L “t ‘,. 5 A, ‘:»_' ~ h - -
creas:? "‘ T e e "
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Weigh tegether 20 gn. They appesr naturel om sectisa.

oy

- The cul-de-sac comtains about ? ee. of ol flutd.
urinary bladder is partially dis_:;l'ﬂ 'l:l“ ;
internal genitelia appear natural and infamtile,
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The sec’or~ 2f the thymu: are not remerkable. There is some
shrinkege =nd beginning eutolytic change.

-
= ¥y .

Tre 1 s broaden'yr of tue Interur: 3 septa in
Sen : 1 3les There - 0 s an s2ment of klood
€ 15. 1 e poste ¥ acpexy OF iijc te : wn one of the
L& G A rived In the x ‘The Spisae sut througt
3 r axteaynsation 3 Yook iato .
-

L[]
The ser~’ lore zhow the 1t 1'mig. Trom the «.= 2% fTraumn dezcribed
in the gros:s there Is extenszive 2:iravases? oo 11902 'nto z2ir sacs
of the two “raguentsz meat’on:?l, D103 vescel - '1eted and engorged.
Thers 1z Deglnaing nutolryiic desgusmaiion of v.3tt el mizous meirhrane.

Sectlion3s of the liver chow postligestiwe wacuz’ “lon ~nd pnllor ol the
liver cells, tut there are no zpe:iflic lesion: pre-=nt.

The sectlons of the splean show 2mpt,  ng of the sinisolds and the pulp

of plmost ell of the red Llond 2¢lls usunlly seen. There are some autolytle
~hianzes In marginal portions of & spleen, tul no spezific lesions are
prescnt.

Paacre=3e ¥
Tre -ection -hows autclytic chenge. No specific lesion is seen.

Peripracreatic Lymph Nodess

—

The section shows marked postmortem autolysis.

Stomashse
R0, A

The sections of the fundal portions of the stomac: show no significant
changes. '

BCAPESNCSR S - e L e i M e Ny
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.
b
i
Smal) Intestlne:
1
There 28 considereble auitolytlic change of the micous membrane. .
N 3 |
: Mesenteriz Lymph Nodes: 5 !
The section shows conslderable suiolysis of the medullary portion of ;
tlie node,
Adrens) Gland:
No specifiz chenges sre present, though =t 2 ole there iz 3ome
autolysis.
4 -r -I
Kidney: J
The section 1s not remarkable. .1
Overy: 1
Pt baci i AL 2 '
i The section Is not remarieble. : b o !
3 - o
o 4y iie: us;: _ _ 5 |
b ‘ﬂ:ﬂ- . . "8 & = g PR TR B L T O . T“ --}:i
The section of the snal canal show!ng the re¢ '’ah eree described in the ) S0, 22

gross revesle a =mell patch of dflated micosal hemorrhoidesl vessels that
ere engorged with blood. There is no evidence of extrovasation of blood.
There are no *ears noted In the surface of the micous membrane. Therea o1
is some sutolytlc change in the glenlular epithelium.

{e

Smears from Ansl Mucous Mewbranos

N

=R R

A number of shesrs from ithe micous membrane of the anal canal show micus
and nubers of bacteria of various soris, tut no spermatids can te recog-
nized in any of the materiel.

¥
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L. C. Posey,/ M.D. s




Phyllis Carver Autopsy Numbdr:  A-49-15
Nine yesrs - s Date of Death
‘Femsle Da'bc of Autopsyt L=12-49 »t 1:15 P.M.

White L Requested by: . Coromer T. J. McCollum |

GROSS ARATOMICAL DIAGNOSES:

‘Wounds, multiple, extreme, lecereting and 3
penetrating, neck and thorax (ste! wvounds of 3.5
heart, laceration of left common c«rotid artery e
and trachea, stsb wounds of left lung).

2. Contusion of right face and of neck. : SR L

o

Diletation, anal sphincter.

MICBOSCOPIC DIAB!I‘L’BIS.

No additions can be.made to the amtomical diqgnosns
as listed.




1;1 1enxth Tt s vell develqpeﬁ and weii. ‘nourished.s
11 antg ete, except for the neck whigh 18 euilx
homnve 8 I l]tmgrous blood stains are pre;out al

88+ e rigbil; Mil z gam ot?
E’{:nﬂ SaAl A small aﬁ?ﬁi of ¢lot
ot k1

Iln(mtha righ‘t acoi ut 1u a Jagged 'r--h-nd lqbratiég méé‘uux:;xxg

'Ovar tha lert acnpuld ) nnd penetntuc to. the 'bong m two
3 ve:jtiully si‘!‘.uatod amow ]

g

E.a. 'bn-ﬁ;;‘ﬁ reun or t,‘ha riaht?ﬁuid
2.3-&:1. su'p& ;pm, ’1acomtion wﬁh’




.q-.qﬁrat-ing lucaration muuring 9 cn'.@m ;
' cartilags is severed gnce through the ie: g&gtuf
' .&Q eq&nd tm, Qp.d onue thmgh the th'h% :sih.

. daters1 and llightly umm,or to. the um ﬁ‘n tvo: metrutlns, iy
rntp;m the rmost measurifng 3:5 om.; and the lovermost Brom.
‘gostochondral cartilage of the left hth rib 14 pertielly fawerad

lmd bold\r b; these two lacera,jziém. -

:{8& eseripticn of heart ~and 1ungn for m of the

ere 1s: i@gﬂp, 3t5-cn. mmti\wm
lery £61d, & l-cm. superfioisl laceXstion high fn
Lw;.,.w;mrf'it.:igxl -1hogmtion m ﬂxe m;{portim of

; Theré 15 & hceratibn or the- right ineﬂ 1.2 eme 1n
‘smal) contusionof the’ 131'*. knee. aeq,suring 2 qq'-‘ gn éfi:&g_
romedial aspec'(',,.m;_ S :;%-- ‘

e rectum 1s dilated
ty of- rocos extern
-9¥
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3% Pt
b- . L1 % _. --:E' 1
Sy ¥ | D i . AL, For o
- Pleural Cavities: -~ " : i
3 s

'l'he risht 1s uéca}tn.

.jt;e iaft thq lgt’ral -Mucm or the loft Wr md :
3 ”'bquna to the chest wall by feirly firm .Ah”xgn E

i fismure 1s pqr‘bh’llg obliterated by adhiesions.
% [ ciotte& blood & pro;ont in the luft'plgﬂ'al etﬁt:.
: xeriaM.‘ 2 PR R i
“ ; o There are three moth-edged l,acox‘atibna into nqumr ﬁrta
3'5‘.,,:_"-!_ oL gno pexicardium: one overlying the pulponery at
st .tpp a x.of the heart, and one overlying the

unﬁdcih Corresponding penetrating wounds ape fepd in
.+ and pulmonary artery, The pericerdial sac cortatus whou

g
(3

il mgga vlaod (m- elots ommwm)
I‘g}: ‘ : 4 o1 > % ' e LR LA e
;E Hﬂ.ghp 140 &n, Over the upper mﬁoriar surface ; \t-lu:“‘

o and ine #1!:1191' location on the left are two #

i seprs 1imited 40 the eplcardfum. A fatty adhesiom depe _
“jthe anteridbr portion: of the aspex. To the right of ths % emlar iy

: stum, ‘hear the spex, is' penetrating wound (0. 5 om.) \lhiob, when. prp‘bad,,
ng}g.l 4,5 om. to bthe left and poaterior).y through the cavity of the
¥'ﬁi 'ntr.tclo and {hto the,posterior ventricular wall to the epicardial .
vherd a -nnmm {0.2 cm,) 1s noted vith surrounding eé: }d.

| portion anfariorly, and just to thé left of the intemmtngeuj.q

1k a second penetrating wound (0.7 cm.) which passes 3,5 .om. uinm
ds' the page, penetrates the ventrioular cavity, and them re=enters
ot ver Y "’ﬂ-l et the atrioventrisular junetion, na{u%; e
0, the dyica:-uun at thh l%ttirmint, gt i
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The sect’on= of the thymus ere not remarkable. There igs some
shr'nkage end beginning sutolytic change.

fpn. .

The ze:%ions show some hroaden’ng of the In*srw:iz alur septa in
sert’o: of the right veatrlicle. There ls 2'ait engorgement of btlood
ves:zpls. In *he posierior aspez% of the ke:ur: !a =hown one of the
lezerations dezcribed in the gross. The oplaesd um 13z sut through

and there is ex*ravasstion of %lood iato lg.

o

The seclors show the left l:ing. Trom the sre:: of troumn described

|
¥
¥
|
|

in the gross there is extensive cxbravasation - rlood !nto air sacs ha
of the two freguwents meatiou2d., BRBlood wvessel= ~~- 1ilsted and engorged. ey
There 1z beginning nutolyiic de squsmation of < Fangh?el miczous membrane. i
_‘1
Liver: :
Sections of the liver show postdigestive vacuo'~tion esnd pnllor of the P

iver cells, but there are no specific lesions prasant.

Spleen:

The sedtlons of the eplean show smptying of the sinusoids end the pulp ;#;i::
of plmost 21l of the red blood cells usually seen. There are some sutolytic — *°

changes in marginal portions of ihe spleen, but no specific lesions are £ ST

present. :
Pancreagf, .
: The sect;on chows su%olytic chenge. WNo specific lesion iﬁ seen.
. ; ) \Eéripangfeatia &lgéﬁ'ﬂqdéqs' d : 2%

.fhl.:ection shows marked poatﬁoftem autolysis.

Aﬂto h . G .. : ; 2 i N ‘:‘-':'..-'

The se¢tions of the rundal portionn of tha stomach qhow no signifipanﬁ
changes.

iy ] 3 il



,gu; Ehe ssction 13 not renarmable.

Snall In estine:

There s considerable autolytic chenge of the micous membrane. .

ﬁeéenteric Lymph Nodes 2

The section shows considerable esutolysis of the medullary portion of
the node. Fr i s

Adrenel Gland: o g

No specific changes sre present, though =t one .nle there is some - | ; g
autolysis. . e b

e«,z; ; . e A

Anus: i % ; X :
s L i A, ety ST s S 3 .g‘ o L P LI PE R < ‘”tx’th,& i e ! ’ ‘

are engorged with blood. There is no evidence of extravasation of leQd
Therée are no tears noted in the surface of the mucous nembrane. Therse . -
La som autolytic change in the glenduler epithelium. ' R

Bmars from Anal Mucous Membrane: : : | S AR,
A number of smeers from the mucous membrane of the anal canal ‘shgﬁ'mﬁm 'a.g R
* and numbers of bacteria of various sorts, but no spermtids éan bez;‘;!etpgq e
nized in any of the material, w0 E
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NEWS DEPARTMENT BIRMINGHAM 2, ALA.

VINCENT TOWNSEND, MANAGING EDITOR

March Lth, 1958

Dear Sir:

These are various reports made b
the toxicologist, C.D. Brooks, and which gre
to be corﬁﬂﬁbd with the report of Dr Eosey,

the pathologist, L
Clanc;? ake
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The Birmingham News

EVENING AND SUNDAY

2, ALA,
NEWS DEPARTMENT BIRMINGHAM

VINCENT  TOWHTIND, MAMAGING  EpiTOR

Mareh 4th, 1958

Dear Dr, Snyder:

I am sorry these are getting
off to you so late, but Ed Strickland was
supposed to have obtained the originals and
maild them to you several days ago. I am sorry
these are so hard to read--but since time is
so important I want to get these copies rushed
to the airport.

I only hope that you will be
able to get a report back to us by next Wednesda
morning.

May I suggest that you mail
the report to Park Street,care of me,

Best regards, ¢ 3&1‘;

Clanc¥ Lake
City Editor
Birmingham News
Birmingham,Alas.




March 7, 1958

REPORT ON MEDICAL EVIDENCE IN DEATH OF PHYLLIS ANN CARVER

I've been over the testimony of Mr. C. D. Brooks as it
appeared in the transcript which I received yesterday and also
I have studied the material received from Clancy Lake consisting
of a copy of the protocol of an autopsy performed by Dr. L. C.
Posey on April 12, 1949 on the body of Phyllis Carver. In addition
I have also examined coples of several reports submitted by Mr.
Broocks on various examinations of materials collected in connection
with thls same murder.

COMMENTS ON THE TESTIMONY OF MR, BROOKS
AT THE TRIAL OF ELLIS FEWELL.,

I studied the transcript before I received the materials
sent by Mr. Lake. In general I was favorably impressed by his
testimony. It seems to me that he is not only a keen observer
but a trained observer and latsr when his testimony was compared
to that in the autopsy protocol, except for one major exception
his observations and statements parallel the notes of Dr. Posey
to a remarkable degree.

With respect to the time of death as estimated from the
condition of the stomach contents I believe that Mr, Brooks has
gstimated too long a time between the eating of the last food
and the time of death. Relying on hils statements as to the
condition of the stomach contents my feeling is that death took
place much closer to one hour after the last meal than the two or
three hours which he estimated.

With reference to the wounds, the discrepancies between
his testimony and Dr. Posey's protocol are minor and have no bsaring
on the main issues in this case.

For a person not tralned as a physician Mr. Brooks'
observations with respect to the autopsy, the signifance of the
bleeding, swelling of tissues etec, are ail sound and have a distinct
influence on my opinion with respect to the major discrepancy which
will be discussed later,

COMMENTS ON THE AUTOPSY PROTOCOL.

Dr. Posey states that the autopsy was performed at 1:15
p.m. on April 12, 1949, He does not give a 1list of persons present,
his assistant or witnesses. He states that rigor mortis is complete
except for the neck. This is undoubtedly due to the rigor of the
neck being broken in picking up and transporting the body from
the place where it was found to the auntopsy room.

He then lists in detail a serles of many different
wounds ranging from lacerations on the back of the scalp, shoulders
and hand to severe and deep cuts on the throat, front of the chest,
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armpit and other places. Any of several of the lacerations he
described wonld have caused death in a very shart time. Two
saeparate knife thrusts completely transfix the heart while a
deep laceration on the front of the neck severed the left
carotid artery and the windpipe was severed in two different
places. The injuries to the left lung conld also have been
fatal., Dr. Posey states "the deepest penetrating wound of the
lung measured 45,5 em. in depth." This is undoubtedly a typo-
graphical error as 45.5 cm. would be approximately 18 inches.

W SEXUAL ATTACK C TTED ON THE
BODY OF PHYLLIS CARVER?

The major discrepancy appearing in the transcript of
Mr. Brooks testimony and the protocol of Dr. Posey involves this
point. There seems to be no conflict about the faet that the
body of Phyllis Carver was found fully clothed except for her
shoes, her undergarments pulled up around her chest and her
panties in place and showing no sign of having been disturbed.
No blood, semen or other materials or tears of signifance were
observed.

Both Dr. Posey and Mr. Brooks report that the anus was
dilated --- to the extent of approximately an inch as recorded
in the protocol. Aslde from a slight amount of fecal material
around the anus there was no bruising, lacerations or blood or
other foreign material and Dr. Posey reports that examination of
a microscoplical section of the anal canal revealed no evidence
of injury as would be expected had coitus per anum been performed
on a child of this size and age. Dr. Posey then further states
that he examined a numbsr of smears frem the anal canal but found
no evidence of spermatozoa.

On the other hand Mr, Brooks reported that he recovered
some mucoid material from the rectum and prepared six slides for
microscopical examination. Further he reports that he found
numerous heads and tails of spermatozea and at least three intact
sperms. If Mr. Broocks 1s correct in his observations there can
be no question but what coitus per anum was committed on this

child,

Dr. Posey was undoubtedly a much more experlenced
microscopist than was Mr. Brooks. On the other hand searching
for sperms under conditions such as this is a good deal like
fishing in a lake. If you catech fish it proves fish were there
--= if you don't it proves nothing.

Actually we know very little about the length of time
the spermatozoa can be identified in a dead body. Up until
comparatively recently it was generally bellieved that sperms
disappeared in a very short time after death and particularly
s0 in the rectum. During the last four or five years reliable
evidence has been produced to demonstrate that under certain
conditions at least, spermatozoa can be recovered from the
vaginal tract days or even weeks after death. While they can be
jdentified for a much shorter time in the rectum still it is
longer than had been formerly belleved.

It seems most unlikely and unusual that the girl's
panties would have been carefully removed without tearing and
without soiling and then carefully replaced after an act of this
kind had been performed on her body. Against that is the solid
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evidence that the anus was dilated to the extent of an inch in
diameter (2 by 2.5 em). It is true that occasionally there will
be considerable dilatation of the anus after death dus to

normal musele relaxation. But to find it dilated an inch in a
nine year old c¢hild with the beody still in rigor mortis convinces
me that penetration had occurred. ILikewise in view of the
character of Mr. Brooks' testimony and the careful and methodical
observations he reported I coneclude that this child was violated
per anum after death.

DOES THE MEDICAL EVIDENCE THROW ANY

LIGHT ON THE GUILT OR INNOCEKCE OF
ELLIS FEVELL?

The answer to this question might seem argumentative
but I believe some reliable deductions can be made from a study
of the overall picture.

In the first place we are dealing with something more
than just a murder. The person who killed this child must
certainly have been in a state of most extraordinary mental
turmoil. The multiplicity of the wounds =--- cuttings, stabbings,
direct violence and sexual assault gll indicate a frenzy whiech
was directed to something much more than simply destroying the
life of a child. Of the cuttings and stabbings probably any of
at least half a dozen would have been fatal in a very short time
not to mention the numerocus other lacerations, cuttings, blows
on the face and head which undoubtedly would have produced
unconsciousness if not death.

At the time of the murder of Phyllis Carver, Ellis
Fewell was not yet 17 years old. In the course of nearly three
decades that I have besn actively investigating homicides I have
observed a good many murders of this type. I've also investigated
more than a few murders committed by teenage boys. 1Itve naver
seen a murder of this kind committed by a teenager.

Several years ago I ccined the term "Jjuvenile compulsion

der" as a name for a certain type of murders frequently committed
by teenage boys. These are characterized by the murder of another
child or sometimes members of the youths own family without
apparent motive and the only explanation the youth can give is that
he just had a feeling he had to kill someone. Sometimes the victim
was his best friend. In none of these do I recall any mutilation
or sex angle connected with i1t. The murder of Phyllis Carver
does not fit into this classification.

Had Ellis Fewell committed this murder, during the
several years that followed before he was apprehended I am sure
that during that period he would have shown unmistakable evidence
of other similar assaults or at least serious mental aberration.
The evidence left on the body of Phyllis Carver after her death
is highly significant in that to me it indicates that the
murderer was in a state of emotlonal frenzy and probably seriously

mentally ill.
Respactfully submitted,

LeMoyne Snyder, M.D.



April 17, 1958

Mr., Clancy Lake
The Birmingham News
Birmingham 2, Alabama

Dear Mr. Lake:

Enclosed is a statement of some of my views
about why innocent persons ccnfess to serlous erimes,

Please feel free to edit thls in any way you see
fit,.

Sinczrely yours,

LoHoyne snyder, M.De




The Birmingham News

EVENING AND SUNDAY

BIRMINGHAM 2, ALA,
NEWS DEPARTMENT

VINCENT TOWNSEND, MANAGING EDITOR

April 1l, 1958

Dear Dr. Snyder:

Ax part of the continuing effort to free
Stanford Ellis Fewell, we are currently writing a series
of storles about his cases We hope to ke them going for
several weseks because of the remendous response we have hade

Towards that end, I conferred today with the
folks in New York and suggested that anything I could get from
members of the Court of Last Resort would be of substantial aide.
I was asked to write directly to some of the members 1in this
regard, particularly where I had some definite subjects in mind.

Frankly, we have had a terrific response to a
a story we did yesterday on the fact that six diffevent persons
have confessed to the killling of the Carver gilrl.

Most of the callers want to know why in the world

anyone--and particularly Stanford Ellis Fewell--would confess to
a crime he did not commite

In the case of Fewell, we all feel, of course,
that it was done through intimldation. On the other hand, he
made seversl non-inculpatory statements which did not involve
him in the crime, but did involve someone elge. He states that he
made these statements only after he was told that his mother was
in jail, and she would be released if he made a statement. I know
this 1s what Fewell was told--but we have all been challenged on
whether or not someone would be so attached to his mother that he
would make a statement Involving someone else (in this case, his
brother) merely to get his mother out of jail.

If you have read hils statement to Park Street and
Ray Schindler, you know, of course, about this boy's close attachment

%o his mothere.

What I need for the series 1s something about why

people confessz to crimes they did not commit. Anything you might

write would be deeply appreciated, for we are trying to answer every

guasstion tossed at us.

It seems that I have written you only twice, and
in each instance I have tried to impress the need for some sort of

an ilmmediato igwkesmmesisden onsver, I hope my next letter will be
different, :

Many thanks for all your help so far, and I hope
that one of our stories next week will be from you.

Regards,t@%'“ &ﬂsz

Clancl Lake




The guestion presented here 1a one which has becone
of particular interest and concern in recent years in large
measure due to the "hrainvashing® tatics perpetrated on
prisoners of war.

In dealing with this question we first have to consider

a eonsiderable number of persons who receive a certaln amount of
satisfactlion in being in the limelight and who voluntarily confess
to serious eorimes when they are in no way linked with the case
as suspeets and consequently no pressure of any type has been
exerteds In a high proportion of murder cases which receive
national publicity the investigation is seriously hampered by
these voluntary confessionge-eall of which have to ba checked
out thereby wasting the time of cfficers whose services are
sorely needed in other fields of the investigation. This has
happencd repeatedly in my own experience and in one famous case,
the Black Dahlia murder in Los Angeles in 1945, I understand
:gag m? than 30 voluntary false confessions have been made to

AUl CYrime.,

We are more directly comcerned with the reason why
persons accused of crime and naturally subjeet to various
emotional if not physieal graaaures confess when in fact they
are innocent. Back in 1936 during the famous Purge Trials in
Russla we were anmazed and bewildered to see generals and high
government officials go into court and sloguently proclaim
their guilt of fictitious crimes and demand their own executicns,
That was before we knew anything about "brainwashing” and the
exquisite pressures it is capable of produoing.

It might be sald that every innocent persen has his
own confession thresholds This threshold 13 dependent upen
nany factors such as his age, education, mental capacity
ability to understand and speak English fluently, knowla&ge of
the law, aveilable help from friends and attorneys,

Against this background of the individuals psychologiosl
arnorment are stacked pressures of physical abuses, prolonged
questioning, repeated and continuous accusations, ehreats
of turning him over to the merecy of the mob and such other
factors as for example statements that only by confeassing
can he escape exaecution.

Some innocent persons have the physical and mental
stamina to withatand thiz treatment indefinitely without
confessing. However a great many do not, One of the very
oonmmon methods of torture 18 to lead the aecused to belisvs that
some reraon he loves and respects such as a member of his
immediate familiy 1s being subjected to abuse which can only be
alleviataed by his confession.
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1 was once involvad in a case remarkably similar to
the murder for which Ellis Fewsll was convicted, The body
of a small child was found and the ghild had been the victim
of a8 most atrogious mutilationerane murder., The first
stspect was a 16 yaar old boy of low mentallty who lived only
haif a block awaye He had recently sacaped frem an institution
for juvenile deliguents in another state. When the police
went to question him they found he had disappeared, His trail
was plcked up and it lead back to vuw state from which he had
reacently oscapsd. Two or three days aftor the murder hsy was
plcked up by the police and charged with the murder,

This ycungster was taken intc a reem in the police
atation where he was confrented by 12 police officers all at
the same time and acunsed »f the cerime, He readily confessed
and signed a long dictated confession statement. As soon as
he wag arrestad T laft lmmediately for that state bsaause I
wantad to run gone chemical tests for blood on the boys hand
and elothing,. I was scertain that if he were gullty I would be
able te £find abundant evidencs of blood on him even though he
may have waghed and bathed several timss in the intsris. The
day after hig confession I exaninad the boy snd found mo
evidence of blocd en his hands, under hi: fingernalls or on his
elothing and I sxpressead doubts as to his guilt. Ve took
him to the staste crime lsboratory whers he was given a polygraph
teat by a highly qualified expert. This exsmination showed no
gvidence ol the boys guilt and fortunately before we laft the
latoratery a long distance call from the scene of ths aurder
revealed that the roal murderer had been apprehended and his
bloody elothing and other convinaeing evidence plus also his
confassion Jlelt ne gquastion ae to his zuilt,

I then assked the lad why he had confesssd to this
horridble crize and was gomowvhat startled by his snswer “"begause
thay told me to",

High class pelice organizations will have no part of
third degree nethods bacause they are smart erough te realize
that false ccnfessions de not solve crimes, ars net toodifficult
to obtaln and cause mueh trouble and expense later cn, Adequate

careful unbiasgd investigation of all possible gvidence in ch?
sa 18 the only way to consistently devoep eonclusive proof o
gge real murderer,

® & 5 o o o o
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