
HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

COURSES FOR GRADUATES 

SEMINAR IN LEGAL MEDICINE 

25 SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON, MA~SACHUSETrS 



SEMINAR IN LEGAL MEDICINE 

Thursday, October 1 

9:00-10:00 H.M.S. Introductory Discussion and Demonstration of 
Methods and Procedure of Medical Examiner. 

DR. WATTERS 

10:00-11 :30 H.M.S. Carbon Monoxide Poisoning. 
DR. BREYFOGLE 

11 :30- 1 :00 H.M.S. Postmortem Biochemical Changes in the Body 
Fluids and Tissues. 

DR. JETTER 

2:00- 4:00 H.M.S. Gunshot and Explosive Injuries. 
DR. MORITZ 

4:00- 5:00 H.M.S. Fauna of Putrefaction. 

Friday, October 2 

9:00-12:00 S.D.M. 

DR. BEQ,UAERT 

Medico-Legal Autopsy in Investigating Deaths 
Suspected to be due to (a) Natural Causes, 
(b) Poison. 

DR. LEARY 

2:00- 4:00 S.D.M. Demonstration of Methods for Identification of 

Saturday, October 3 

9:00-12:00 C.H. 

Thursday, October 8 

Barbiturates. 
MR. STRATTON 

Autopsy Demonstration. (Sudden Death in 
Infants.) 

DR. FARBER 

9:00-11:15 H.M.S. Determination of Alcohol in Body Fluids. 
DR. JETTER 

11 :15-12:00 H.M.S. Use of Ultra-Violet and Infra-Red in Medico
Legal Postmortem Examinations. 

MR. GLASS 

2:00- 3:00 S.P.H. Examination of Bullets and Shell Cases. 
CAPT. VANAMBURG 

3:00- 4:00 S.P.H. Examination and Preservation of Non-Medical 
Scientific Evidence Incident to a Medico-Legal 
Postmortem Investigation (Hair, Dust, Fibers, 
Stains, etc.) . 

DR. WALKER 

4:00- 5:00 S.P.H. Fingerprints. 
CORP. LACAIRE 



MEDICO-LEGAL CONFERENCE 

MALLORY INSTITUTE OF PATHOLOGY 

BOSTON CITY HOSPITAL 

September 30, 1942 

9:00- 9:15 Introductory Remarks- DR. WATTERS 

9:15-11 :30 Demonstration Medico-Legal Autopsy- DR. LEARY 

11 :30-12:00 The Medical Examiner and the Public Health De

partment - DR. GALLAGHER 

12:00-12:30 Establishment of Time of Death-DR. BRICKLEY 

12:30- 2:00 Lunch 

2:00- 2:30 Examination of Burned, Mutilated, and Putrefied 

Bodies - DR. MORITZ 

2:30- 3:00 Interpretation of Laboratory Reports of the Carbon 

Monoxide and Alcohol Content of Postmortem 

Materials - DR. BREYFOGLE 

3:00- 3:30 Examination of Bodies Recovered from Water -

DR.JETTER 

3:30- 4:00 Hit and Run Accidents - MR. STRATTON 

4:00- 4:30 Collection and Preservation of Materials for Toxi

cological Analysis - DR. WAL KER 

4:30- 5:00 Legal Considerations Incident to the Performance of 

Autopsies - DR. SMITH 

Auspices of Massachusetts Medico-Legal Society and Department 

of Legal Medicine, Harvard Medical School 

Conference open to physicians, lawyers and police. 

Registration only. No fee. 



Friday, October 9 

9:00-12:00 S.D.M. Medico-Legal Autopsy. (Injury by Mechanical 
Violence.) 

DR. MORITZ 

2:00- 4:00 S.D.M. Head Injuries. 

4:00- 5:00 S.D.M. Dried Blood Stains. 

DR. LEARY 

DR. BOYD 

Saturday, October 10 

9:00-12:00 N.D.M. Medico-Legal Autopsy. (Identification of 
Bodies and Estimation of the Time of Death.) 

DR. BRICKLEY 

12:00- 1 :00 N.D.M. Sudden Death and Heart Disease. 
DR. MALLORY 

2:00- 4:00 H.M.S. Selection and Preservation of Material for 
Toxicological Analysis. Demonstration of 
qualitative methods for identifying the presence 
or absence of some of the more common poisons. 

DR. WALKER 

H. M. S. = Harvard Medical School 
S. D. M. = Southern District Mortuary 
N. D. M. = Northern District Mortuary 
S. P. H. = State Police Headquarters 
C. H. = Children's Hospital 

Registration limited to eight 

APPLY TO 

Fee, $25.00 

ASSISTANT DEAN, COURSES FOR GRADUATES , 

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

BOSTON, MASS. 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
MEDICAL SCHOOL 

DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL MEDICINE 

"Boston, e¾assachusetts 

June 3, 1943 

My a_ear Doc tor: 

On Friday, June 15th, we are planning to have a very 
informal 11Alumni Reunion II of those men who a,ttena_ed the 
Medico-Legal Seminar last fall. 

The purp ose is twofold. 

Fir st, to ene,ble you to bring for general round te_ble 
a_iscussi on any cRse or Cf.tses that you have had during the 
past year vfuich have been puzzling to you or which might 
be of particular interest to the group. If you have any 
such, !)lease let us know in advance in order that we may, 
if necessary, ha.ve present someone particularly expert in 
the various departments involved. 

Second, a discussion of plans for repetition of the 
course in September. By this we hope to obtain from your 
personal experience suggestions the_t will enable us ·to 

• correct weak spots end make the work of the most Practical 
value to any future registrants. -

Due to the fact that the Vanderbilt Hall dining room 
is closed until July 1st, the round table meeting will be 
in the form of a simple lunch and following discussion in 
one of the urivate rooms at the Harvard Club at 374 Com
monweal th Avenue. The hour is 12: 30 n. m. Lunch $1. 00. Re
servations in advance desired. We earnestly hope you may 
be able to attena. If perchance you cannot do so Please 

4 
send us suggestions for any changes in our course planned 

✓.o for September. Would_ you be interested in further round 
~ v~ table meetings, possibly once a month? 

~C7"'¾4 
~ --iid tf~~ c-/4?/2-. 
-~ h ¾;;' ~~ ~~~ 

'<f"7;:,4? ~ <7 (p~,.. ~ (4) 

~-Cf( '!1';?K -?¼ ~ 8-?. ~e 
~ J>'.7' ~ $7' <"~ Gp~ 

~~ te<-

Sincerely yours, 

~16~~ 
William H. Wa_tters, M. D. 





-· t 

I 
, 

u -' •• 
. 

I 

• 

I 

t 
... 

, 

• 

l 

to 
1 

" 

l 

• 



.. -

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

COURSES FOR GRADUATES 

SEMINAR IN LEGAL MEDICINE 

25 SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 



SEMINAR IN LEGAL MEDICINE 

Monday, October 4 

9:00- 9:15 H.M.S. Introductory. Outline of Course. 

9:15-10:00 

10:00-10:30 

10:30-11:00 

11:00-12:00 

12:00-12:45 

12:45- 2:00 

2:00- 3:00 

3:00- 4:30 

Tuesday, October 5 

DR. WATTERS 

Objectives of Official Medico-Legal Investiga
tion of Deaths in the Interest of Public Welfare. 
Evolution and Present Status in America and 
Abroad. 

DR. MORITZ 

The Medical Examiner in Massachusetts. Duties. 
Authority. Procedure. Reports. Records. 

DR. WATTERS 

The Medical Examiner and the Industrial Ac
cident Board. 

MRS. TOUSANT 

The Medical Examiner and the District Attor
ney. Presentation of Medical Evidence in Court. 
The Medical Expert. 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY BRADFORD 

The Medical Examiner as an Expert Witness in 
Cases of Tort. 

MR. WEBBER 

Lunch and Round Table Discussion. 
DRS. MORITZ AND WATTERS 

Unexpected Death from Natural Causes. 
DR. WAITERS 

Gunshot and Explosive Injuries. 
DR. MORITZ 

9:00-10:45 S.D.M. Medico-Legal Autopsy. Problems of Identifica
tion. Time and Circumstances of Death. 

10:45-11:45 

11:45-12:30 

12:30- 1:00 

DR. BRICKLEY 

Value of the X-ray in Determination of Age, 
Sex and Physical Peculiarities of Bodies or Parts. 

DR. SosMAN 
Dried Blood Stains. 

DR. BOYD 

Recognition of Seminal Stains. 
DR. BELDING 



'• 

1:00- 2:00 

2:00- 4:00 

4:00- 5:00 

Lunch. 

Head Injuries. 
DR. LEARY 

Rights and Obligations of the Medical Examiner. 
DR. SMITH 

Wednesday, October 6 

9:00- 5:00 S.D.M. Medico-Legal Conference in Conjunction with 
the Massachusetts Medico-Legal Society. 

Thursday, October 7 

9:00-11:30 C.H. Autopsies in Children. Sudden Death in Child
ren. 

DR. FARBER 
11:30- 1:00 Lunch. 

1:00- 1:30 S.P.H. The Medical Examiner and the Police. 

1:30- 2:00 

2:00- 3:00 

3:00- 4:30 

4:30- 5:00 

Friday, October 8 

COMMISSIONER STOKES 

Handwriting Identification. 
MR. PHIPPS 

Bullets and Shell Cases. 
CAPT. VANAMBURG 

Medico-Legal Investigation of Non-Medical 
Objects. Dust, Hair, Powder Stains. 

DR. WALKER 

Finger Prints. 
SGT. RATIGAN 

9:00-11:00 S.D.M. Medico-Legal Autopsy. Problems of Poison Gas 
and Similar Noxious Agents. 

DR. LEARY 

11:00-12:00 Sex Instinct and Crime. 

12:00-12:45 

12:45- 2:00 

2:00- 3:45 

3:45- 4:30 

DR. STEARNS 

Asphyxia - Hanging, Strangling, Drowning. 
DR. JETTER 

Lunch. 

Medico-Legal Autopsy. Problems of Mechanical 
Violence. 

DR. MORITZ 

Narcotics and Barbiturates. 
MR. STRATTON 



Saturday, October 9 

9:00-10:00 H.M.S. Postmortem Biological Changes in Body Fluids 
and Tissues. 

10:00-10:45 

10:45-11 :30 

11:30-12:00 

12:30- 2:00 

2:00- 3:30 

3:30- 4:30 

DR. JETTER 

Use of Ultra-violet and Infra-red Light in Legal 
Medicine. 

MR. GLASS 

Problems of Fauna in Legal Medicine. 
DR. BEQ,UAERT 

The Medical Examiner and Vital Statistics. 
MR. MONAHAN 

Lunch and Round Table Discussion. 

Investigation of Cases Suspected of Poisoning. 
Selection and Preservation of Material. Com
mon Sources of Poisons. 

DR. WALKER 

Question Period. General Discussion. 
DRS. MORITZ, WATTERS AND WALKER 

H. M. S. = Harvard Medical School 
S. D. M. = Southern District Mortuary 
S. P. H. = State Police Headquarters 
C. H. = Children's Hospital 

Registration limited to fifteen Fee, $25.00 

APPLY TO 

ASSISTANT DEAN, COURSES FOR GRADUATES 

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

BOSTON, MASS. 



MEDICO-LEGAL CONFERENCE 

MALLORY INSTITUTE OF PATHOLOGY 

BOSTON CITY HOSPITAL 

October 6, 1943 

9: 00- 9: 30 The Medical Examiner's Duties and Responsibilities 
- DR. WATTERS 

9: 30-10: 00 The Medical Examiner ard the Public -
DR. GALLAGHER 

10: 00-11: 00 Autopsy Technique. Movies - DR. BATTERSHALL 

11: 00-11 : 30 Time of Death - DR. BRICKLEY 

11: 30-12: 00 Medico -Legal Procedure in Maine - ATTORNEY 
GENERAL COWAN 

12: 00-12: 30 The Cocoanut Grove Holocaust - DR. LEARY 

12:30- 2:00 Lunch 

2: 00- 2: 30 Examination of Burned and Mutilated Bodies. Carbon 
Monoxide - DR. MORITZ 

2:30- 3:00 Examination of Bodies found in Water. Alcohol -
DR. JETTER 

3 : 00- 3 : 30 Collection and Preservation of Material for Toxicolo
gical Analysis - DR. WALKER 

3: 30- 4: 00 Hit and Run Accidents - MR. STRATTON 

4:00- 4:~0 Lantern Slides Illustrative of Various Medico-Legal 
Topics - DR. WATTERS AND AssocrATES 

Auspices Massachusetts Medico-Legal Society 

and 

Department of Legal Medicine, Harvard Medical School 

Conference open to physicians, lawyers and police. 

No registration. No fee. 



Mr . Parker Glass 
Department of Legal Medicine 
Harvard Medical School 
22 Sbattuok 
Boston, Maasachusetts 

Dear Parkers 

The ex ans " on my ,, r p to lecture at 
the recent Homicide eminar am unted to $513.66. 
Ot this rail and pullm n tare mounted to $~35.81 
and the balance was tor meals, hotel, taxi and 
tip1. 

As usual I had a most enjoyable-time and 
look forward to s eeing~_ you again next November. 

Sincerely yours, 

LeMoyne Snyder, M. D 



HARVARD ASSOCIATES IN POLICE SCIENCE 

IviembershiE_ List 

J anuar.1..J..948 \ 

Anni ch, Norman E., Lt. 
Penn. State Police 
Troop D. Squadron 2 
Williamsport, Penn. 

Phone: Harrisburg 4405 

Avery, Osmus H., Sgt. 
Conn. State Police 
State Police Barracks 
Groton, Conn. 

Phone: New London 3515 

Blackington, Mr. Alton Hall 
5 Bassett Street 
Lynn, Mass. 

Blizzard, John Welch, Det. Sgt. 
Delaware State Police 
Georgetown, Del. 

Phone: 34 

Bonat, E. Ralph, Supt. 
Rhode Island State Police 
Chapmist Hill Road 
Chepachet, R. I. 

Brown, Archie M., Sgt. 
New Hanpshire State Police 
State Police Headquarters 
Concord, N. H. 

Byram, R. F., Trooper 
Virginia State Police 
Box 1299 
Richmond, Va. 

Phone: Richmond 2-2811 

Casey, Andrew J., Sgt. 
Rhode Island State Police 
196 Meadow Street 
Pawtucket, R. I. 

Cassidy, Harold A., Cpl. 
Rhod~ Island State Police 
Bald Hill Sub Station 
Warwick, R • I . 

Phone: Valley 12 

April 7-12, 1947 Seminar 

2915 Brookwood Street 
Paxtong, Harrisburg, Penn. 

Phone: Harrisburg 2-0679 

April 7-12, 1947 Semin~r 

Vauxhall St. Ext. 
R.F.D. #2, New London, Conn. 

Phone: New London 8545 

Oct. 28 - Mov. 2, 1946 Seminar 

Oct. 20-25, 1947 Seminar 

Seaford, Delaware 
Phone: 3052 

Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

Box 1338 
Providence 1, R. I. 

Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

18 Grove Street · 
Concord, N. H. 

, 
April 7-12, 1947 Seminar 

422 Chimborazo Blvd. 
Richmond, Va. 

. Phone: Richmond 3-6998 

Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

P. 0. Box 1338 
Providence 1, R. I. 

Oct. 28-Nov. 2, 1946 Seminar 

22 Metropolitan Road 
Providence, B. I. 

Phone: West 5055-J 

Clark, Wilfred H., Insp ·. (C.I.13.) Oct. 20-25, 1947 Seminar 
Ontario Provincial Police 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 159 Fairlawn Ave., Toronto 

Conti, John T., Sgt. 
New Hampshire State Police 
7 Dane Street 
Milford, N~ H. 

Cook, Carroll Edward, Trooper 
Maryland State Police 
Pikesville 8, 
Maryland 

Phone: Pikesville 101 

Costello, Mr. John J. 
John Hancock Life Ins. Co. 
197 Clarendon Street 
Boston, Mass. 

Phone: KENmore 5400 

Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

Concord, N. H. 

Oct. 20-25, 1947 Seminar 

8704 Raven Drive 
Towson 4, Maryland 

Phone: ~owson 2640-JX 

Nov. 13-15', 1945 Seminar 

183 Poplar Street 
Roslindale, Mass. 
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Crescio, Joseph C., Lt.-Insp. 
Mass. State Police 
District Attorney's Office 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Phone: , Trowbridge 8000 

Cullinane, Michael J., Det. Lt. 
Mass. State Police 
1010 Commonweal th Avenue 
Boston., Mass. 

Currier, Stuart H., Sgt. 
New Hampshire State Police 
Concord., N. H. · 

Phone: Concord 3360 

Delay, William, Det. Insp. 
Mass. State Police 
District Attorney's Office 
Dedham, Mass. 

Phone: Dedham.1600 

Dempsey, John F., Det. Insp. 
Mass. State Police 
1010 CoI!llTlonwealth Avenue 
Boston, Mass. 

Donovan, Emmett J., Capt. 
Penn. State Police 
Police Training School 
Hershey, Penn. 

Phone: 520 

Dougherty, Edward J., Insp. 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation 
Division of State Police 
Oneida, New York 

Phone: Oneida 6-7-8 

Doyle, John J., Jr., Detective 
Conn. State Police 
100 1Jllashington Street 
Hartford, Conn. 

Phone: Hartford 5-0181 

Gill, Harrie C., Capt. 
Rhode Island State Police 
Box 1338 
Providence, R. I. 

Gray, Herbert F., Capt. 
New Hampshire State Police 
State Police Headquarters 
Concoi:-d, N. H. 

Herron, Donald M., Sgt. 
Maine State Police 
Troop "F" 
Houlton Barracks 
noul ton, Mai ne Phone : 31 71 

Hildreth, Clifton F., Trooper 
New Hampshire State Police 
State House 
Concord, N. H. 

Hickey, Edward J., Commissioner 
State Police 
100 Washington Street 
Hartford 1, C•nn. 

0ct. 28-Nov. 2, 1946 Seminar 

16 Fairmont Avenue 
Somerville, Mass. 

Phone: Somerset 2826 

Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

32 Dwinell Street 
West Roxbury, Mass. 

' 
,April 7-12, 1947 Seminar 

Plymouth, N. H. 
Phone: 356-W 

Oct. 28-Nov. 2, 1946 Seminar 

170 Reedsdale Road 
Mil ton, Mass. 

Phone: Cunningham 1982 

Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

69 St. Mary's Road 
Milton, Mass. 

Oct. 28-Nov. 2, 1946 Seminar 

Hershey, Penn. 
Phone: 4676 

April 7-12, 1947 Seminar 

29 Higby Road 
Utica, N. Y. 

Phone: Utica 2-2798 

Oct. 28-Nov. 2, 1946 Seminar 

24 Markham Place 
Meriden, Conn. 

Phone: 1415-M 

Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

909 State Street 
Portsmouth, N. H. 

Oct. 28-Nov. 2, 1946 Seminar 

Houlton, Maine 
Phone: 2573 

Oct. 20-25, 1947 Sem1nar 

19 Rosemary Lane 
Durham, N. H. Phone: 170 

Oct. 20-25, 1947 Seminar 



Horn, William F., Det. Sgt _. 
New Jersey State Police 
162 W. State Street 
Trenton, N. J. 

Phone: Trenton·3-4212 

Hoxie, Lloyd H., Sgt. 
Maine State Police 
Augusta, Maine 

Phone: 2411 

Jones, Arthur V., Det~ctive 
Penn. State Police 
Squadron.Three 
Wyoming, Penn. 

Phone : Wyoming 18 
or Wilkes Barre 7-2185 

Kennedy, John Francis, Lt. 
Rhode Island State Police 
P.O. Box 1338 
Providence 1, R.· I. 

Phone: Perry 1200 

LaDuke, Clarence W., Troopar 
New Hampshire State Police 
Concord, N. H. 

Phone: Concord 3360 

Lawrence, Carl L., Det. Sgt. 
Delaware State Police 
P.O. Box 629 
Wilmington, Delaware 

Phone: Wilmington 4243.6 

Lawrence, John C., Detective 
Conn. State Police 
Hartford, Conn. 

Phone: Hartford 5-0181 

Ledoux, Carl ·, Sub-Inspector 
British Columbia Prov. Police 
Victoria, British Columbia 

Phone: E. 1111 

Lee, Arthur T., Sgt. 
Rhode Island State Police 
Hope Valley Barracks 
Hope Valley, R. I. 

Phone: Hope Valley 12 

Lee, Frances ·G., Captain 
New Rrunpshire State Police 
The·Robks . 
Littleton, N. H. 

Phone: Littleton 480 (office) 
11 140 (home) 

Leisure, Melvin G., Sgt. 
Delaware State Police 
P. O. Box 629 
Wilmington, Delaware 

Phone: Wilmington 4-2436 

L1nhard, Andrew B., Det. Sgt. 
Mc.ryland State Police 
Pikesville, Maryland 

Phone: Mohawk 3701 

-3-

April '7-12, 1947 Seminar 

Route 33 
Neptune, N. J. 

Phone: Farmingdale 5-8181 

Oct. 20-25, 1947 _Seminar 

New Sharon, Maine 
Phone: 614-2 

Oct. 20-25, 1947 Seminar 

254 Pettebone Street 
Wyoming, Penn. 

Phone: 610 

Oct. 20-25, 1947 Seminar 

81 Kenyon Ave. 
East ·Greenwich, R. I. 

Phone: Greenwich 179•W 

April 7-12, 1947 Seminar 

Alpine Street 
Gorham, N. H, Phone:Gorham 1 

Oct. 20-25', 1947 Seminar 

3602 Spruce Street 
Wilmington, Delaware 

Phone: 46017 

Oct. 28-Nov. 2, 1946 Seminar 

105 Preston Street 
Windsor, Conn. 

Phone: Windsor 729 

Oct. 20-25, 1947 Seminar . 

1055 Princess Avenue 
Victoria, British Columbia 

Phone: G. 3917 

Oct. 28-Nov. 2, 1946 Seminar 

Colonial Village 
Newport, R. I. 

Phone: Newport 1598-J 

Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

April 7-12, 1947 Seminar 

107 Laurel Lane 
Wilmington, Del. 

Phone: Wilmington 3-9247 

Oct. 28-Nov. 2, 1946 Seminar 

Greensboro, Maryland 
Phone: Greensboro 2127 
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Mackenzie., Wtlliam E., Lt. 
Connecticut State Police 
Groton Barracks 
Groton, Conn. 

Phone: New London 3315 

Magaha, Charles W. , Lt. 
Maryland State Police 
Cozmnanding Troop "B" 
Frederick, Maryland 

Phone: Fred. 101 

Mang~, Francis J., Det. Sgt. 
Conn. State Police 
100 Washington Street 
Hartford 1, Conn. 

Marchand, John J., Sgt. 
New Hampshire State Police 
Concord, N. H. 

Phone: Concord 3360 

Menser, William R. , :Det·. Sgt. 
Connecticut State Police 
100 Washington Street 
Hartford 1, Corur. 

Menzies, Leslie B., Trooper 
New Hampshire State Police 
Keene, N. H. 

Monti, Andrew H.,Officer-in-Charge 
Vermont State Polic~ · 
Chester, Vermont 

Phone: Chester 3354 

Moritz, Alan R., M.D. 
Harvard Medical School 
Department of Legal Medicine 
25 Shattuck Street 
Boston J,.5, Mass. 

Murphy, Deniel I., Det. Lt. 
Mass. State Police 
1010 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston, Mass. 

McCarthy, Gerald F., Lt. Det .' 
Mass. State Police 
District Attorney's Office 
Northern District 
Cembridge, Mass. 

Phone: Trowbridge 8000 

M•Dowell, BobePt J., Insp. 
New York State Pol~e 
Troop B 
Malone, New York 

Phone: 9200 

Nugent, Mr. Howard W. 
Pinkerton's Detective Agency, Inc. 
154 Nassau Street 
New York, N. Y. 

0 1·:Brien, Leslie J., Corp., 
Rhode Island State Police 
P. O. Box 1:338 
Pr~vidence, R. I. 

Phone: Perry 1200 

Oct. 20-25, 1947 Seminar 

7 Laurel Park 
Norwich, Conn. 

Phone: 3598 W 

April 7-12; 1947 Seminar 

920 N. Market Street 
Frederick, Maryland 

Phone: Fred. 1929 

Nov. 13-iS, 1945 Seminar 

95 Lineoln Avenue 
New L9ndon, Conn. 

April 7-12, 1947 Semin~ 

6 Monroe Street 
Concord, N. H. 

Phone: 4073-MK 

Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

Oct. 28-Nov. 2~ 1946 Seminar 

54 Bruder Street 
Keene, N. H. Phone: 507 

Oct. 20-25, 1947 Seminar 

Main Street 
Chester, Vermont 

Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

26 Royal A venue 
Cambridge, Mass. 

April 7-12 1 1947 Seminar 

134 Otis · Street 
Cam.bridge, Mass. 

"" 

Phone: Trowbridge 281~ 

Oct. 20-25, 1947 Seminar 

9 Franklin Street 
Malone, New York 

Phone: 591 ... Wl 

Oct. ea~Nov. 2, 1946 Seminar 

52 Ryclanan Avenue 
Albany, N~ Y. 

Phone: ~lbany 2-1590 

April 7-12, 1947 Seminar 

41 Ontario Street 
Providence, R. I. 

Phone: Williams 8136 



~ 

-5-

O'Leary, Cornelius J., Det. Insp. 
Mass. State Police 
476 Main Street 
Worcester, Mass.• 

Phone: 43208 

Pastore, Adolphe M., Lt. 
Conn. State Police 
100 Washington Street 
Hartford 1, Conn. 

Rivers, Albert E., Lt. 
Conn. State Police 
State Police Barracks, Sta. D 
Danielson, Conn. 

Robinson, Frank L., Trooper 
Rhode Island State Police 
Headquarters 
Lincoln Barracks 
Lincoln, R. I. 

Phone: Perry 1200 

Rome, Sa.nn.iel S., Ptr. 
Con,n. State Police 
100 Washington Street 
Hartford 1, Conn. 

Rowland, Preston B., Trooper 1/c 
Maryland State Police 
Pikesville 8, Maryland 

Phone: Pikeaville 101 

Schnetter, Carl, Captain 
Delaware State Police 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

and Identification 
Box 629 
Wilmington, Delaware 

Shedroff, Edward, Det. Sgt. 
Conn. State Police 
100 Washington Street 
Hartford 1, Conn. 

Phone: 50181 

Sheehan, John T., Capt. 
Rhode Island State Police 
P. O. Box 1338 
Providence 1, R. I. 

Phone: Perry 1200 

Shepard, Leon P., Capt. 
Maire State Police 
39 Front Street 
Richmond, Maine 

Shew, Harry S . , Lt . 
Delaware State Poli~e 
P.O. Box 629 
Wilmington, Delaware 

Phone: Newcastle 503 

Shippee, Harold E., Lt. 
Rhode Island State Potice 
Scituate Barracks 
Scituate, R. I. 

Phone: Scituate 312 

* Peoviak, Stanley, Sgt. 
Michigan State Police 
East Lansing, Michigan 

Phone: 82521 

Oct. 20-25, 1947 Seminar 

47 Beaver Street . 
Worcester, Mass. 

Phone: 2-8293 

Nov. 13·-15, 19.45 Seminar 

Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

Oct. 28-Nov. 2, 1946 Seminar 

Old Point Judith Road 
Narragansett, R. I. 

April 7-12, 1947 Seminar 

108 Clark Street 
Hartford, Conn. 

Phone: 78702 

Oct. 20-25, 1947 Seminar 

8732 Loch Bend Drive 
Tows on 4, Maryl and 

Phone: Towson 2326-W 

Oct. 28-Nov. 2, 1946 Seminar 

121 Hayden Avenue 
Wilmington ( 131}, Delaware 

Apr~l 7-12, 1947 Seminar 

Arnston Road 
Colchester, Conn. 

Phone: Colchester 4313 

April 7-12, 1947 Seminar 

32 Russell Avenue 
Newport, R. I. 

Phone: Newport 649 

Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

April 7-13, 1947 Seminar 

128 Filbert Avenue, Elsmere 
Wilmington 187, Delaware 

Phone : Vvilmington 33507 

Oct. 20-25, 1947 Seminar 

20 King Philip Drive 
Quo,9s et Manor 
R.F.D., E. Greenvri ch, R. I. 

Phone: Greenwich 3191-W 
October 28-Nov. 2, 1946 Seminar 



Starks, Russell N., Officer 
Conn. State Police 
Hartford, Conn. 

Phone: Hartford 5-0181 

Stenhouse, Ernest F., Capt. 
Rhode Island State Police 
152 Shore Road 
Westerly, R. I. 

Snyder, LeMoyne, M·.D. 
705 American State Bank Bldg. 
Lansing, Michigan 

Sullivan, William A., Det. Sgt. 
Conn. State Police 
100 Washington Street 
Hartford 1, Conn. 

Swift, Ernest H., Sgt. 
New Hampshire State Police 
Wolfeboro, N. H. 

Tonis, Richard, Cpl. 
Mass. State Police 

Urick, Meredith S., Capt. 
Virginia State Police 
Box 1299 
Richmond 10, Va. 

Walker, Dr. Joseph T. 
Massachusetts Dept. of Public 

Safety 
1010 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston, Mass. 

Washburn, Harold G., Det. Sgt. 
Conn. State Police 
Bureau of Identification 
Hart.ford, Conn. 

Waters, Edwin L., Trooper 
New Hampshire State Police 
Concord, N. H. 

Phone: Concord 3360 

Watson, Lewis R., Trooper 
New Hampshire State Police 
Station: Portsmouth~Rye, N. H. 

Wheeler, Mr. Philip W. 
Special Investigator 
Dept. Attorney General 
State Hol!se, Augus·ta, Maine 

Phone: Augusta 1200 -Ext. 231 

Arnette, Mr. J. H. 
Dept. Public Safety 
Auatin, Texaa 

Phone: 6181 St, ' 45 · 

Elmore, Albert Carson, Sgt. 
Virginia State Police 
Box 512 
Lyn,.:hburg, Ve.. 

Phone: 216 

-6 .. 

Oct. 20-25, 1947 Semi~ar 

18 Curtice Street 
Winsted, Conn. 

Phone: Winsted 1994 · 

N.)v. 13-15, 1945 Seminar' 

Oct. 20-25, 1947 Seminar 

· Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

165 Cardinal Street 
~ridgeport, Conn. 

Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

Oct. 28-Nov. 2, 1946 Seminar 
' ~ 

377 Forest Avenue 
Brockton, Mass. 

Phone: Brockton 2222 

Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

4918 Bromley Lane 
Richmond, Va. 

Oct. 28-Nov. 2, 1946 Seminar 

Oct. 28-Nov. 2, 1946 Seminap 

:Mil.ford, Conn. ' 
Phone: Milford 1950 

Oct. 28-Nov. 2, 1946 Seminar 

1 Charles Street 
Concord, N. H. 

Phone: Concord 679-R 

Oct. 28-Nov. 2, 1946 Seminar 

R.F.D. #2, Portsmouth, N. H. 
Phone: 2635-3 

Nov. 13-15, 1945 Seminar 

Residence: Falmouth, Maine 
Address: P.O. Box 285 

Portland 6, Mai ne 
Phone: Portland 4,5634 

April 7-12, 1947 Seminar 

4515 Ramsey Avenue 
Austin, Texas 

Phone·: 27 530 

Oct~ 20-25, 1947 Seminar 

704 Euclid A-•enue 
Lynchbtt.--:"g, v, ... 

Phone~ 64D3-J 

~ -



SEMINAR IN 

HOMICIDE INVESTIGATION 

FOR 

STATE POLICE 

SUPERINTENDE.NTS 

March 4-7, 1948 . 

DEPARTMENT OF 'LEGAL MEDICINE 

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 
25 SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON, MA~SACHUSETTS 



THURSDAY, MARCH 4 

MORNING HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

9: 00 Introduction 

9:45 Homicide Investigation 

11: 15 Identification 

12:30 Lunch 

DR. BURWELL 

DR. SNYDER 

DR. MORITZ 

AFTERNOON HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

1: 30 Assignment of Nutshell Studies of Unexplained 

Death 

2: 30 Cause of Death 

EVENING 

DR. BREYFOGLE 

HOTEL RITZ-CARLTON 

7: 00 Dinner as guests of Captain Lee Speaker: JUDGE PINANSKl 

FRIDAY, MARCH 5 

MORNING HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

9:00 When Did Death Occur? 

10:00 Place and Manner of Death 

11: 00 Preservation of Evidence 

12.30 Lunch 

DR. BREYFOGLE 

DR. SNYDER 

DR. WALKER 

AFTERNOON HARV ARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

1 : 30 Preservation of Evidence continued 

3:00 Discussion of Nutshell Studies of Unexplained 

Death DR. MORITZ 



SATURDAY, MARCH 6 

l\foRNING HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

9: 00 Deaths by Gunfire DR. MORITZ 

11: 00 Sex and Crime MR. THOMPSON 

12:30 Lunch 

AFTERNOON HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

1: 30 Public Disasters DR. MORITZ 

3:00 Demonstration of Laboratory Tests Commonly Em

ployed in Homicide Investigation DRS . WALKER 

AND FISHER 

MORNING 

9:00-12:00 Autopsy 

SUNDAY, MARCH 7 

MALLORY INSTITUTE OF PATHOLOGY 

BOSTON CITY HOSPITAL 

DR. MORITZ 



INSTRlTCTIONAL STAFF 

Dr. Herbert S. Breyfogle 

Dr. C. Sidney Burwell 

Dr. Russell S. Fisher 

Dr. Alan Richards Moritz 

Judge Abraham E. Pinanski 

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder 

Mr. George E. Thompson 

Dr. Joseph T. Walker 

Chief Medic!!l Examiner of Virginia 

Dean of Harvard Medical School 

Harvard Medical School 

Harvard Medical School 

Superior Court, Massachusetts 

State Police, Michigan 

District Attorney of Middlesex County 

State Police, Massachusetts 



. . " r . . : 
' ., . 

..... 
' 

._ . . .. 
'\ 

I 
I 
I 
' 



SEMINAR IN 

HOMICIDE INVESTIGATION 

FOR 

STATE POLICE 

April 12-17, 1948 

DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL MEDICINE 

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

2 5 SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 



MONDAY, APRIL 12 

MORNING 

9:00 Registration and Introduction 

9: 45 Homicide Investigation 

12:30 Lunch 

AFTERNOON 

1: 30 Identification: Intact Bodies 

Parts and Traces 

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

DR. MORITZ 

DR. SNYDER 

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

DR. BREYFOGLE 

DR. FISHER 

TUESDAY, APRIL 13 

MORNING 

9: 00 When Did Death Occur 

12:30 Lunch 

AFTERNOON 

HARV ARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

DR. MORITZ 

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

1:30 Assignment of Nutshell Studies of Unexplained 

Death 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14 

MORNING 

9:00 Deaths by Gunfire 

11:15 Deaths from Asphyxiation 

12:30 Lunch 

AFTERNOON 

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

DR. MORITZ 

DR. HELPERN 

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

1:30 Demonstration of Laboratory Tests Commonly 

Employed in Homicide Investigation 

DRS, WALKER 

AND FISHER 

EVENING HOTEL RITZ-CARLTON 

7:00 Dinner as guests of Captain Lee Speaker: DR. HELPERN 



THURSDAY, APRIL 15 

MORNING 

9:00 Autopsy 

12:30 Lunch 

AFTERNOON 

1 : 30 Poisons 

2: 30 Alcohol, Accidents and Crime 

3: 30 Deaths from Obscure Causes 

MALLORY INSTITUTE OF PATHOLOGY 

Bos.TON CITY HosPITAL 

DR, FORD 

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

DR. WALKER 

MR. STRATTON 

DR. MORITZ 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16 

MORNING 

9:00 Preservation of Evidence 

12:30 Lunch 

AFTERNOON 

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

DR, WALKER 

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

1: 30 Discussion of Nutshell Studies of Unexplained 

Death DR, MORITZ 

JUDGE WILLIAMS 4:30 Rules of Evidence 

EVENING HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

7:00 Discussion of Nutshell Studies of Unexplained 

Death continued 

MORNING 

9: 00 Sex and Crime 

10: 15 Abortion 

11:30 Public Disasters 

12:30 Adjourn 

SATURDAY, APRIL 17 

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

DR. STEARNS 

DR. }ETTER 

DR, MORITZ 



INSTRUCTIONAL STAFF 

Dr. Herbert S. Breyfogle 

Dr. Russell S. Fisher 

Dr. Richard Ford 

Dr. Milton Helpern 
1 

Dr. Walter W. Jetter 

Dr. Alan Richards Moritz 

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder 

Dr. Warren Stearns 

Mr. Frank Stratton 

Dr. Joseph T. Walker 

Justice Harold P. Williams 

Limited Registration 

Chief Medical Examiner of Virginia 

Harvard Medical School 

Harvard Medical School 

Medical Examiner's Office, New York City 

Harvard Medical School 

Harvard Medical School 

State Police, Michigan 

Tufts College 

City Police, Boston 

State Police, Massachusetts 

Supreme Court, Massachusetts 

Fee $25.00 

Please make application before March 28 



• 

~ 

lay 101 194$ 

I I 

Harva:rd-Un1V@J?S1ty 
Bo!3ton, Me.s~aohusetts 

• • 
'",cpenoes from Lansing -to Boston and 

~eturn ·tor. l~ctur1ng at Sem1naP 
starting aztoh tt-th. • " • • • • .. ... , .. {)150 .. 00 

!~xpen ses from i..,nna1 ng to Bos ton and 
return '1'01~ leotur--:\ng at I en111 ar 
st art1ng A!>~i 1 ~2th • • .. . • • • " •. +50. 09 

$300.00 



HINUTES OF SECOND ANNUAL MEETING 

IL.\RVARD ASSOCIATES IN POLICE SCIENCE 

February 10, 1949 

Following the close of the lectures of the first day of the Refresher 
Course, on Thursday, February 10, 1949, the members present requested 
th~t tho Business Meeting should then be held instead of in the even
ing of the sruno day as announced in the Call to the Meeting. 

Therefore, the Second Annual Hee;ting of the Harvard Associates in 
Police Science was held at four-thirty o'clock, Thu~sday afternoon, 
February 10, 1949, in Anphithcatrc B, Harvar d Medical School, Boston, 
Massachusetts, with President Henser of Connecticut presiding. 

The Me e t i ng was c alled t o order by t ho President a.nd he extended 
gr eetings and a wel come to all pre s ent and stated that it was a 
pl cRsurc and an honor t o ha ve s e r ved as Presid~nt. In tho name of the 
Associa tion he c on5ratul ~t e d Cnp tain Lee and Doctor Moritz for the very 
fine progr ~..m which t hey had s chedul e d far this Meeting. 

Tho President then Qppointod Captain Gill of Rhode Island, Chairman, 
Lieutenant Pastore of Connecticut and Inspector Douehcrty from New York 
to serve n.s the Auditing Committee and excuse d them from the Meeting 
to make their audit of tho Treasurer's books and to prcpnre their 
report to be p;iven l~tcr in the Meeting. 

Captain Lc0 w2s recognized by the Chair, and stated, That, at the 
previous First Annual Meeting, Surgoant Brown of N0w Hampshire, retir
ing Treasurer, v:as unable to be present, and that when audited, his 
books wcr0 not easily understood; there seemed to be a small shortage; 
but, vfhcn the books rrcre transferred to her, she ha,d found that th0 
difficulty had bo c n caused only by an ommi ssion of entering certain 
items in tho books, and that with thos e i t ems posted., both the books 
r.md the en.sh were correct to the last p E>1my. And, th~.t it was due 
Scr?,oant Brown that this f act be reported at this meeting. 

Tho roll call of officers vrn.s then called a.nd a.11 but one, tcmporn.rily 
absent, responded to th~ir n3!Ilc. 

The next order of business being the admission of new members, Captain 
Lee stated that every one having graduated from the various Seminars 
has been admitt ed to membership. Sho proposed for membership the nrune 
of DoctGr Richard Ford, one of the teaching staff, to be elected a 
member, without duos, on the same bn.si s that Doc tors 'Moritz, '.Jalkor and 
Snyder had been made mombers. 

It was moved by Lieutenant Magaha of Maryland, That, Doctor Ford be 
elected to membership in tho Harvard Associates in Police Science, 
without dues. This motion was duly seconded by Sergeant Leisure of 
Dcln.•.vn.r0, and it was VOTED unanimously. _ , 

Captain Donovan from Ponnsylvania was recognized by the Chair, and he 
asked if Doctor F'ishor was a member of the Associntion. The Secretary 
repli ed No. 

Corporal Tonis of Mn.ssachus Ltts then moved that Doctor Fisher be :mrrdc 
o. member of the Association-, 1i'lithout clues. This motion wns duly 
seconded by Scrgcnnt C'.1.sey of Rhode I s l .~,nd, '.:'..nd it wn.s so VOTED. 

In accordance with the agenda, the President then callc&. for the rend
ing of' the minutes of the previous meeting. Detective Sergeant 
Lawrence of Connecticut moved, Thn.t., tho rending of tho minutes of tho 
previous meeting be- dispens ed with. This motion was duly seconded by 
Detective Doyle from Connecticut, and it was so VOTED. 

The President calltd for tho reports of the Officers: first, for 
Captain Leo, Chairman of the Publications Committee. 

Captain Lee reports d that she .had met with Charles C. Thomas, the 
publisher of medical books, in Chicago, e arly in De cember, 1948. Plans 
had been made with him to start a series of small books tha t would 
contain all the lectures that had been given fr om time t o time to the 

.St.ate Police .classes, 8-nd that she had in her pos session the contracts, 
rer..dy to sign, to comp_lete tho transaction. Hmvovcr, the unfcrt,.,1nate 
fact of Doctor Morit~' lcavine the Department of Leg~l Medi~iLe, hnd 
temrorarj ly s.topp.e<l · our going o.ny further with this .. natter :or- ti'ie 
timc __ .b '>i.q;., tr~us enciing her report. 
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HARVARD ASSOCIATES IN 
POLICE SCIENCE 

Lieutenant Mackenzie of Connecticut moved, That, this Association 
draft a proper resolution to convey to Doctor Moritz our affection 
for him and our appreciation of his efforts in our bohnlt and to 
express our regrets because of his leaving, nnd, that such n rosolu
tion be recorded in the archives of this organization in due nnd 
proper form. This motion was duly seconded by Detective Sergeant 
Mangan of Connecticut, and it was so VOTED. 

frcsidcnt Menser then appointed Lieutenant M~ckenzie a Connnittee of 
one, to draft n suitable resolution, in nccordru1co with his motion. 

The Chair then nppointcd the Nominating Committee as follows: 
Lioutonnnt Rivers of Connecticut, Sergeant Cassidy of Rhode Island 
and Detective Inspector Dempsey of Massachusetts, and instructed them 
to retire from tho meeting at th~t time to prepare a slate of officers 
for presentation later in the Meeting. 

The report of the Board of Directors was next called for and the 
minutes of the various meetings hold during the past year were rend, 
and were accepted as read. 

The roll call of memb~rs was called and fifty-eight responded to 
their nrunc, and six membors crunc in after the roll call. 

Chairman Gill reported for the Auditing Committoe thnt on tho 30th or 
Juno, 1947, there was a bank balance of $216.84, and since thnt time 
receipts from membership dues o.nd initiation fees hnd raisod that 
nmount to $708.84; thnt expenditures during thnt period amounting to 
$11.75 which arc accounted for, lcnvc a cash balance of $697.09 for 
which there is n corroborating statement from the Mechanicks National 
Bank of Concord, Now Hampshire. The Connnittoo wcro thanked and dis
missed. 

The Secretary's report was read, and accepted as rend. 

Tho President then called for · the second reading of n rc~olution 
that was presented at tho lnst Annual Meeting for rui amendment to the 
Constitution, providing for a Second Vice-President, a.pd called for a 
motion from the floor that a Second Vice-President be incl~dod in tho 
roster of officers. 

Lieutenant Rivers of Connecticut moved th~t we include n Second Vice
President in our roster of officers, and this motion wns duly seconded 
by Sergeant Cnssidy of Rhode Island, nnd was so VOTED. 

Tho President announced that this amendment hnd now been passed at 
two meetings in accordance with the By-Laws. 

A question of tho advisability and propriety of admitting ~ests to 
the meetings of the Harvard Associates in Police Science and/or to 
lectures n.nd/or courses provided for the members of tho Associrrtion, 
r ece i ved consider able di s cussion, and nt its conclusion, Lieutenant 

, Remer of Connecticut movod, Thnt, no guests be allowed at our 
Refresher Course s gi von duri ng cm Annual Meeting of the Harvard 
Associate s 1n Police Science, ·unless n.pproved by the President and the 
Secretnry•Treasurer and the Medicolcgo.l :~dvisor from the Department of 
Legal Medicine. There being no further discussion, the question was 
put to a vote by those in favor saying "aye." Those opposed? There 
were no dissenting votes, and tho motion v,ro..s VOTEI', unanimously. 

The President cn.lled for n. motion r egc..rding tho selection of the pl Qc c. 
for the next meeting. C "1.pt'.lin Donovo.n of Pennsylvania, moved that tho 
next .'l.nnual Moc ting be h0ld at thu Hn.rv2.rd Medical School. This motion 
was seconded by s everal of the membors pres ent and it was VOTED unani
mously. 

Detective Inspocto1~ Dempsey of Massachusetts, Chairman of the Nominat
ing Committee was callod upon and presented as a slate of officers for 
consideration: 

Modicol cg ~l ~dvisor 

Honorary President 

President 

First Vice-President 

Doctor Moritz, or whoever succeeds 
him at the Harvard Medical School 

Captain H. F. Grn.y of New Hrunpshire 

Captain H. C. Gill of Rhode Island 

Det. Insp. M. J. Cullinane of Mass . 

.. 
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Second Vice-President 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Board of Directors 

Captain E. J. Donovan of Pennsylvania 

Captain Frances G. Lee of N. Hampshire 

Lt. c. w. Magaha of Maryland 

Corporal Richard Tonis of Mass. 
Sergeant.\. J. Casey of Rhode Island 
Chief R. W. iebergall of Iowa 
Sergeant R. King of Virginia 
Sergeant M. Leisure of Delaware 
Lieutenant E. Rivers of Connecticut 

After the reading of the slateJ Lieutenant Shippee of Rhode Island 
moved that nominations be closed, the committee dismissed nnd that 
the Secretary cast one ballot• for the election of the slate of 
officers as read. This motion was duly seconded by severn.l of_ the 
members present, and it was so VOTED. 

The SecrEtary reported she had cast the ballot, and the President 
declared the officers duly elected to their respective offices. 

1."fuereupon, President Menser turned the Meeting over to President~ 
Elect Gill. 

President~Elect Gill stated that it was a distinct honor to be 
elected to this high office; and that he would do his best, and that 
with the cooperQtiort of all the officers, the Society should go on 
and make some very definite progress. 

The business of appointing Committees was dispensed with by the Chair 
until the next meeting, as the only active Committee during the year 
is the Membership Committee, and the Bon.rd of Directors can take that 
matter over when they meet. The Auditing Committee and the Nominat
ing Committee will be appointed at the next Annual Meeting. 

The Chair then asked tho members 9f tho new Board of Directors to 
moot shortly after tho adjournment of this meeting, for the purpose 
of .electing a Chairman, and instructed them to report their choice 
to the Secretary. (Lieutenant Rivers wns oventunlly chosen as Chair
man of the Board of Directors.) 

The Chair called upon Cn.pto.in Lee to tell the Meeting of a matter 
concerning the good and welfare of the Associa tion. Whereupon, the 
Secretary told of the interest and active intention of the author, 
Mr. Erle Stanley GardnerJ the creator of Perry Mason, to write a book 
with n State Police Trooper for n. hero. 

President-Elect Gill thanked Captain Lee. 

There being no further business to come before the Meeting, Lieutenant 
Shippee of Rhode Island moved the adjournment of this Meeting. This 
motion was duly seconded by Detective Sergeant Sullivan of Connecti
cut and other members present, 11nd it was so VOTED. 

(Whereupon, the Second Annual Mooting of tho Harvn.rd .\ssociates in 
Police Science was adjourned at six o'clock in the afternoon on 
February 10, 1949.) 

V \r U,,!1~ --.,n~; ... , ... 

At a spcciai Meeting callod, after tho ndjournment of the foregoing 
Second Annual Meeting, it was moved, duly seconded and unanimously 
VOTED, That, sufficient funds should be taken from the Harvard 
Associates in Police Science Treasury to purchase a gift fo~ Doctor 
Moritz. Captain Lee was empowered so to do, and was requested to · 
find an acceptable gift Qnd purchase itJ the cost not to exceed $150. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRANCES G • . LEE 
Secretary~Treasurer 

Captain, New Hampshire State Poliae 

• 



Jovember 22, 1950 

I • 

/ 

D» ;· R-1 Dha•rd Ford 
· Pro.feesoP of Legal Medicine 

Ho.rvard Medio·a.l· Sohool · 
86 Shattuek. Street 
Boston, -Ma&aaohusetts 

Dea.r Diakt' · 
,, 

we avrived home safely after a most enjoy• 
~ . able trip, and I · want to congratulate you·.on the 

_suooess _or the l~s·t sem1n~r. From aJ muoh ae I saj · 
or it-, I think it 1a pfobabl7 the- peat. oqe that_ hae 
been put ~P yet• · · · · 

' .· Enoloaed ' ie _ the µaual a.tat-ement fur my 
expens·••• 

.-

Encl. 

.. 



Harvard University 

Boston, Massachusetts 
I 

November 22, 1950 

For expenaes on trip to Boeton to lecture at 

.eem1nar on Homicide Investigation November ~3, 1960 

, 

• Dr. LeMoyne Snyder 
705 American State Bank Bldg. 
Lansing 68, Michigan 

\ 

$160.00 

, 

\ 
.\ 
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HARVARD MEDICAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

25 SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON 15, MASSACHUSETTS 

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder 
325 Valley View Drive 
Paradise, California 

Dear Dr • Snyder: 

Nov,ember 19, 1956 

I have recently become the new Editor of the Harvard 
Medical Alumni Bulletin, and through my grapevine 
(lhrothy Murphy in the Dean's Office), I gather that you 
might have an interesting article for the Alumni Bulletin. 

If it is true that you have an acquaintanceship with 
Earl Stanley Gardner, and if it is true that legal medicine 
is yom- speciality, it occurs to me that a wonderful article 
for the Bulletin might be forthcoming. 

Please excuse my boldness in asking and suggesting 
this. Mine is only the typical predicament of an editor of 
any journal or bulletin. 

When you have a moment, drop· me a line and let me know 
whether you are interested contributing. 

Sincerely yours, 

John R. Brooks, M.D. 
Editor, Harvard Medical Alumni Bulletin 

JRB:rgt 



Dr . John R. Brooks 
Harvard Medical Alumni Association 
25 Shattuck Street 
Boston 1;, Mas•achusetts 

Dear Dr• Brooks: 

January 111 1957 

Many thanks for your recent invitation to 
contribute an article for the Harvard Medical Alumni 
Bulletin. This would be sOI:athing that I would really 
enjoy doing and I hope there will be an opportunity to 
turn out s4'1?1eth1ng so2:1etime . 

Unfortunately at the present time allot my 
writing time is taken up . I am trying to get out an 
article in a popular magazine and also am preparing 
to revise my book HOMICIDE INV?STIQ.\T I .t consequentially 
for a period ot several months at lea t I don't see any 
chance at all or preparing anything fr tho Harvard Medical 
Alumni Bulletin. 

I tind the Bulletin extremely interesting and 
as a rule I go through every issue, cover to cover. 

It the litt l e Murphy g 1 should drop around! 
give hor a big squeeze for me, nd tell her that I sha l 
be seeing her a.gain c m next spr ng, Best all :n-ound. 

Sincerely, · 

LeMoyne Snyder, M. D. 



• 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
MEDICAL SCHOOL 

DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL MEDICINE 

25 Shattuck Street 

Boston 15, Massachusetts 

February 15, 1957 

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder 
Paradise 
California 

Dear Dr. Snyder: 

I have been planning to send you the enclosed 
picture ever sine~ I saw it on January 28th. I thought you 
might enjoy adding it to the one that you tell about at our 
Seminar where you saw a picture of a District Attorney holding 
a knife in front of a suspect's nose. This one looks even worse 
to me. The implication appears to be that the fellow standing 
behind the suspect and the Assistant District Attorney is taking 
down~ confess ion. At least he appears to have a notebook 
in his hand. 

Sincerely yours, 

Parker A. Glass 
PAG:p 

enc. 

., 
I "t 
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Mrs , Frances o. Lee 
The Rooks 
Littleton, Rew Hampshire 

M:, Dear Mrs . Lees 

March 10, 1957 

It wa1 so good to see you at the 
reoent meeting in Chicago and I hope that 
:,our return journey vas pleasant and comfort
able, 

Aa aoon as you decide on a definite 
date tor the tall seminar I would greatly 
appreciate it it you would let me know•• I 
have other commitments coming up around the 
same time. On account ot the considerable 
distance out here to the west coast it is 
sort of a job to dovetail court appearances 
and the like without planning considerably 
in advance. 

I had a nice letter from Keith 
Simpson sinoe I returned and I hope we will 
have a chance to see him over here th1e summer . 
With all good wishes . 

LeMoyne Snyder• M, D. 



MRS, FRANCES GLESSNER LEE 
Consultant 

The Rocks 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
MEDICAL SCHOOL 

DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL MEDICINE 

March 12, 1957 

Littleton, New Hampshire 

LeMoyne Snyder, M. D. 
325 Valley View Drive 
Paradise, California 

Dear Dr. Snyder: 

It was most pleasant to see you at 
the Convention in Chicago, and I remember 
my promise to send you the date of the 
Fall Seminar. It has been set for the 
week of November 4-9, 1957. 

In view of the celebrated and unsolved 
homicide cases in Chicago, the latest being 
that of the Grimes sisters, I wonder if you 
wouldn't like to give added emphasis, in 
your talk, to the need for more careful 
preservation of evidence. 

I am, as always, looking forward to 
the pleasure of having you with us for the 
Seminar. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~ r.~ 
MRS. FRANCES G. LEE 

25 Shattuck, Street 
'Bost<m, ..Massachusetts 



Mrs, Frances o. Lee 
The Rocks 
Littleton, Rev Hampshire 

Dear Mrs . Lee, 

March 18, 195'7 

Thank you tor sending me the information about 
the Pall Seminar. I'm putting don November 4th. in my 
oalendar as the date to appear . 

I will try to carry out your suggestion about 
giving added emphasis about the first inYest1gat1on at 
the soene . 4• tar as the Chicago police are concerned 
after what happened in the Montgomery Ward !borne Gase 
and the reoent atfair of the Grimes Sisters it is 
possible that such a talk might do some good , 

With all best and I shall be seeing you next 
month. 

LeMoyna Snyder, M. D. 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
MEDICAL SCHOOL 

DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL MEDICINE 

Mas. FRANCES GLESSNER LEE 

Consultant 

July 2, 1957 
25 Shattuck._ Street 

'Boston, ..Massachusetts 

The Rocks 
Littleton, New Hampshire 

LeMoyne Snyder, M. D. 
325 Valley View Drive 
Paradise, California 

Dear Dr. Snyder: 

I regret to inform you that it is 
necessary to advance the date of our Fall 
Seminar in Homicide Investigation from the 
week of November 4th to the week of October 
28th. A conflict has arisen between our 
original date and that set for the Armed 
Forces Institute of Pathology in Washington 
in which a few of our speakers participate. 
The change will advance your engagement 
with us to Monday, October 28. 

I trust this notice gives you ample time 
in which to adjust your plans and that the 
change will not prove an inconvenience to you. 

With all good wishes to you and Louise, 

Sincerely yours, uv~r~ 
MRS. FRANCES G. LEE 

FGL:fc 



Captain Frnnoes G. Lee 
The Rocks 
Littleton, New Hampshire 

Dear Mrs . Lees 

Septembor 3, 1957 

Thank you so much for sending me the first copy 
of the quarterly report of the Harvard Assi,ciates in Police 
Science and also the copy of Alan Moritz• excellent paper 
on Classical Mistakes in Forensic Pathology. 

I think the quarterly report is most excellent and 
worthwhile . Your description of the meeting last June in 
Maryland 1s fresh, informative and is sure. to make every 
absentee such as myself wish he had boen there. I approciate 
this takes a great deal of time and ettort on your part but 
still I think it is most worthwhilo and hope you will be 
able to continue it . 

I am so sorry about having to miss the Seminar this 
fall that there is simply no way that it could be helped . 
I have to be in Hollywood tor several days practically every 
week and consequently my time is not my own in quite the same 
way that it used to be . 

This has been a delightful s er and as usual 
there has not been a drop of rain since May . However the 
vegetation seams to be used to it and looks green and 
attractive in spite of the lack or moisture , 

My very best regards and I look forward to seeing 
you bofore too long . 

Sincerely, 

LeMoyne Snyder, M.o. 



Reprinted from THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF CLINICAL PATHOLOGY 

Vol. 26, No. 12, December, IDS6 
Printed in U.S.A. 

CLASSICAL MISTAKES IN FORENSIC PATHOLOGY 

WARD BURDICK AWARD ADDRESS 

ALAN R. MORITZ, M.D. 

Institute of Pathology, Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio 

There are several unique features of the mistakes that are peculiar to the per
formance of medicolegal autopsies. One is the frequency with which mistakes 
are made by good pathologists. Another is the frequency with which a seem
ingly trivial error turns out to have disastrous consequences. Perhaps fewer 
mistakes would be made if there were more widespread appreciation of what 
constitutes a mistake in the performance of a medicolegal autopsy, and why it is 
a mistake. 

The factual material upon which this discussion is based is derived from 
several sources. First are the mistakes that I have made. In the course of 30 
years, their number and variety have become formidable. Another source of infor
mation represents the mistakes that other pathologists have made in the per
formance of medicolegal autopsies. I have learned of these errors from reading 
their autopsy protocols or from performing second autopsies on exhumed bodies. 

Inasmuch as I was not sure that I had either made or heard about all of the 
important mistakes that should be brought to your attention, I recently made 
inquiry of a group of colleagues who have had large_ experience in the field of 
forensic pathology. Their replies constitute my third source of information. 

VARIOUS MISTAKES IN FORENSIC PATHOLOGY 

Mistake of Not Being Aware of the Objective of the Medicolegal Autopsy 

I am sure that many, if not :rµost, of the mistakes that are made stem from 
the fact that hospital pathologists are so often unaware of some of the important 
objectives of the medicolegal autopsy. It should be realized that the medicolegal 
autopsy is often expected to provide information that would not be looked for 
in an ordinary hospital case, i.e., information that is important for legal, rather 
than medical, reasons. An examination that would be entirely adequate by or
dinary medical standards may be so inadequate from a medicolegal stand
point that a murder may not be recognized or an innocent person may be 
charged with a murder that was not committed. Thus, if the pathologist is to 
avoid mistakes in the performance of a medicolegal autopsy, and particularly in 
an instance in which homicide is a possibility, he should be aware that, in addi
tion to determining the cause of death, he (and he alone) may have access to 
information that may be essential in establishing: (1) the identity of the dead 
person; (2) the time of death; (3) the circumstances in which the fatal injury 

Ward Burdick Award Address, presented at the Thirty-Fifth Annual Meeting of the 
American Society of Clinical Pathologists, Chicago, Illinois, October 11, 1956. 
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was sustained; (4) the type of weapon or agent that was responsible for the 
injury; (5) factors that may have predisposed the victim to injury, or modified 
the effects of the injury; (6) the identity of the person (or persons) responsible 
for f.he injury. 

An excellent illustration of the importa,nce of being aware of the objectives of 
the medicolegal autopsy is provided by the following case. I am sure that the 
pathologists who participated will remember it with great embarrassment. The 
,;udden and somewha,t mysterious death of a notorious person in a tavern aroused 
a good deal of public interest, especially after the coroner had ruled, without 
benefit of autopsy, that death resulted from natural causes. Arrangements were 
made for an autopsy and 2 locally prominent hospital pathologists were engaged 
for the task. Their examination disclosed that death resulted from traumatic 
laceration of the liver and massive intraperitoneal hemorrhage. This finding led 
to the arrest of a suspect who was charged with having killed the decedent by 
striking and kicking him in the abdomen. At the trial some ·weeks later, the 
defendant's attorney, in maintaining his client's innocence, alleged (1) that the 
deeedent had been drunk and quarrelsome at the time of the alleged assault, and 
that, as a result of this, he had made an unprovoked attack on the defendant, 
striking him repeatedly on the head and face with his fists, and (2) that the 
decedent had sustained his fatal injury by falling against the sharp corner of a 
table, rather than by being struck or kicked by the defendant. If these state
ments were true, the defendant was innocent. It was expected that the autopsy 
findings would throw some light on the true facts. 

When the pathologists who performed the autopsy were on the witness stand, 
the attorney brought out the fact that they did not (1) test the dead man's blood 
or brain for alcohol, (2) examine his hands for evidence of bruises that would be 
consistent with his having been in a fist fight, or (3) examine his abdominal wall 
for injuries that might indicate the kind of impact that resulted in the ruptured 
YisC"rn;. The defendant was acquitt~d;" but no one knows whether his story was 
true 01: false. If these pathologists had been better informed in regard to the 
ohjel'tives of the medicolegal autopsy, they almost surely could have obtained 
evidence that would have helped to establish whether the defendant's account 
of the altercation was true or false. 

11-f istalce of Performing an Incomplete Autopsy 

A partial autopsy is always a mistake in a medicolegal case. The finding of 
coronary disease, presumably of sufficient extent to account for death, is the 
reason most often given for the premature termination of a medicolegal autopsy. 
Obviously, the existence of coronary disease, even though it is extensive, does 
not exclude the possibility that death resulted from injury or poisoning. Failure 
to perform a complete autoP,sy, or to save material for toxicologic analysis, is a 
dangerous practice in any instance of clinically unexplained death, even though 
it appears that an aeeeptable cam,e of death has already been demonstrated. 

~[any pathologist,; do not ordinarily -examine the cervieal segment of the 



Dec. 1956 FORENSIC PATHOLOGY 1385 

spinal column, the larynx, or the laryngopharynx, even though the cause of 
death was not recognized elsewhere. In a medicolegal autopsy, examination of 
these regions should never be.neglected. If such an examination is not performed, 
there is an excellent possibility that a second autopsy may reveal an unsuspected 
injury of the cervical cord, with or without fracture of the spine,-an impacted 
foreign body in the glottis or larynx, or the presence of laryngeal or perilaryngeal 
injuries that are indicative of manual strangulation. 

Mistake of Permitting the Body to be Embalmed Before Performing a 
M edicolegal Autopsy 

The mistake of permitting a body to be embalmed before autopsy may be as 
disastrous as the performance of an incomplete autopsy. Even though the em
balmer does not use a trochar, embalming invariably results in a wide variety 
of artifacts that tend to destroy or obscure evidence. Some of these are mechanical 
and some are chemical. Not the least is the fact that the embalming fluid renders 
the blood and tissues unfit for many toxicologic tests. 

Mistake of Regarding a Mutilated or Decomposed Body Unsuitable for Autopsy 

If the identity of the dead person or the cause of death is in doubt, do not 
make the mistake of advising that an autopsy is not worthwhile, o_,Ying to the 
presence of putrefaction, mutilation, or damage by fire. Ko matter how putrid or 
fragmentary the remains, careful examination is almost invariably productive of 
information that bears on the identity of the dead person, and such examination 
frequently discloses previously unrecognized evidence that is pertinent to the 
cause and manner of death. I have a vivid recollection of the case of an exten
sively burned body that was found in the smoldering remains of a burned-out 
farm house. The legs, arms, anterior wall of the chest and abdomen, and the top 
of the head had been destroyed. The coroner released the remains for burial, 
without further examination, inasmuch as he thought they ,Yere not suitable for 
autopsy. Subsequently, the body was exhumed for further examination, owing 
to the fact that an insurance company was not satisfied that the remains were 
actually those of the missing occupant whom they had insured. Examination of 
the charred remains disclosed (1) that the kyphotic condition of the spine and 
the edentulous condition of the mouth indicated that the body was not that of 
the missing insured person, and (2) that death had been caused by a bullet 
wound, not by the fire. Considering the ease with which external evidence of 
murder might be destroyed by a conflagration, the desirability of performing 
autopsies on burned bodies is obvious. 

Frequently the reluctance of a pathologist to perform an autopsy on a decom
posed body is due to the odor and vermin, rather than to his belief that the 
examination would not he productive of evidence. There is rarely any legitimate 
reason for haste in the performance of such an autopsy, and storage of a de
composed body for 24 homs at near-freezing temperature will invariably mitigate 
the odors and tend to immobilize the vermin. 
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Mis takes Resulting from Nonrecognition or Misinterpretation of 
Postmortem Changes 

Vol. 26 

Bloating and discoloration. Pathologists who are not experienced in the ex
amination of decomposed bodies are likely to form erroneous conclusions in 
regard to the appearance of a body during life. Gaseous bloating causes swell
ing of the lips, nose, and· eyelids, as well as protrusion of the eyes. These 
changes, together with the. generalized darkening of the skin, often make the 
face of the dead person completely unrecognizable. Moreover, the distention of 
the chest and abdomen tend to lead to a false impression of obesity. On everal 
occasions I have reviewed autopsy protocols in which a dead body, described as 
that of an obese exophthalmic Negro, was actually that of a slender white person. 

Vesication. One of the common phenomena of putrefaction is the formation 
of fluid-filled blebs beneath the epidermis. Such blebs are sometimes confused 
with vesication that results from antemortem burning. 

Purging. After 24 hours in a warm room, bloody fluid is frequently purged 
from the mouth and nose of a dead body. If death was preceded by the develop
ment of pulmonary edema, a liter or more of fluid may be discharged. The finding 
of a body lying in such a pool of fluid has, on several occasions to my knowledge, 
led to the erroneous assumption that death was caused by a massive hemorrhage. 

Nonuniform decomposition. It should be remembered that putrefaction tends 
to be accelerated wherever the skin has been broken or blood has accumulated 
in the tissue. Therefore, any region of the body surface where putrefaction is 
disproportionately advanced should be examined with particular attent_ion to the 
possibility that it represents a site of antemortem injury. It is a frequent mistake 
to pass over such a region lightly, inasmuch as it seems to be particularly unfit 
for examination. 

Rupture of the esophagus or stomach. Occasionally, and for unexplained reasons, 
agonal or postmortem digestion of the wall of the stomach or esophagus occurs 
so rapidly that the contents of the stomach are found free in the peritoneal or 
pleural cavity within a few hours after death. If the autopsy fails to disclose the 
true cause of death in such an instance, the death may be erroneously attributed 
to an antemortem injury. 

Autolysis of the pancreas. As in the case of the esophagus and stomach, agonal 
or postmortem autolysis of the pancreas may be well advanced ,vithin a few 
hours. The process may be local, general, or multicentric, and the autolyzed 
tissue often becomes dark brown, suggestive of hemorrhage. I have known ex
perienced pathologists to misinterpret such changes as antemortem hemorrhagic 
pancreatitis. 

Abnormal distensibility of the rectum, vulva, and vagina. After rigor mortis has 
dissipated, these muscular canals become readily distensible. Thus, the easy 
admission of a larger instrument or more fingers than the canal would have 
readily admitted in life is sometimes erroneously construed as evidence of ante
mortem injury incident to rape or sodomy. 

Heat fractures. Bodies that have been exposed to protracted and excessive 
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heat after death frequently develop explosive fractures of the skull. Mistakes 
are sometimes made when such fractures are attributed to antemortem injury. 

Thermal "hemorrhage.,,. The same internal stresses that produce thermal frac
tures of the skull frequently result in massive extravasation of blood into the 
epidural space. 'uch cxtravasations may oc ur before ufficient pre sure has 
develop d to fracture the skull and, therefore, they may be observed i'nde
pendently of skull fractme. The possibility of misint rpr ting such a change 
is obvious. 

Thermal fat embolism. Dropl ts of .·udanophilic fat are commonly observed 
in the pulmonary vessels of badly burned bodies. I do no know whether uch 
droplets are carried to the lungs from the burn d skin during t h agonal period, 
or if they are formed after death by oal scence of be invi ibl droplets of fat 
in the blood. On the other hand, I am ure that they do oc ur ind pendently of 
antemortem trauma. Do not make the mistake of confusing this kind of a ther
mally induced artifact with traumatically induced pulmonary fat embolism. 

Mistake of Failing to Make an Adequate Examination and Description of 
External Abnormalities 

In the usual hospital death from natural disease, the examination of the sur
face of the body is ordinarily a relatively unimportant pa~t of the autopsy. 
Rarely, if ever, i the hospital pathologist oncerned wiLb the ondition oft.he 
dead person's clothing. In a medicol gal autopsy, however, Lhe clothing and skin 
alway· deserve careful scrutiny and a detail d descripti.on of mark of damage 
or ·oiling. Tbe _clothjng should be examined before it is removed from the body, 
and the skin should be examined before it is washed. 

A pathologist may think that the condition of a dead person's clothing is a 
nonmedical matter to be dealt with by the police. If the condition of the clothing 
reveal facts that ar pertinent to the circumstances or manner in which the 
injuries wcr rec i,ved, its evaluaUon should be · he re pon ·ibili ty of a medically 
trained person. Thus I remember a faLal stabbing case in which the examination 
of th dead woman's clothing provid d the critical -vid nee hat was requir d 
for the conviction of the murderer. The stabbing was said to have occurred in 
the front seat of an automobile in which the victim and a male companion were 
riding. ccording to her companion , a strange man entered through a rear door 
while the car was stopped at a traffic light. The stranger was said to have leaned 
over the back of the front eat and to have tabbed the woman twice. He then 
jumped out of the car and escaped. From an examination of the wounds, it was 
not determined whether or not th y could have been produced in this manner. 
On the other hand, when the location and course of the wounds were compared 
with the knife-holes in her clothing and in the covering of the seat upon which 
she was sitting, it was evident that they were not produced by the downward 
thrusts that she was supposed to have received. It was this evidence tha wa 
larg lyre pon ibl for the conviction of her companion. 

imilarly, in examining the wound in the scalp of a victim of a hit-and-run 
accid n , th fu1dj11g and pre ervat ion of a fleck of green paint, which might 
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have been ignored by a pathologist who was not experien<"ed in su<"h cases, prn
\'ided the critical evidence that was needed to exonerate an innoC'ent dri\·er 
and to ('OnviC't the guilty one. 

Although it would seem to be obvious that the locatiou, dimem;ions, shape, 
depth, and special features of every wound should be described, such information 
is fre4.uently inadequately re('orded on protocols that are prepared by patholo
gists who perform only occasional medicolegal autopsie::;, In the proto<"ol of a 
medicolegal autopsy, it is better to describe 10 findings that proYe to lw of no 
significance than to omit one that might be critical. 

HeC'ently, I examined the voluminous protocol of an autopsy that wm, pPr
formed on the body of a person who died of injuries sustained under unk11owu 
circumstances. The pathologist used approximately 2,000 words in his dc,-;<"ription 
of normal tissues, as well as of such abnorm,1,litics as adhe:,;ions, he::tlPd tulwr<"ll
losis, a Chiari's network, a double ureter, and an ovarian cy::;t. The entire <lP,wrip
tion of the injuries from whieh the woman died <"OllsisteJ of ::;omething lP::;s tha11 
50 words. The district attorney eommented that, although the dornmPnt might 
be interesting to another pathologii;t, the protocol did not prnYide him \\·ith any 
useful information that was not in his po::;session before the autopsy was pPr
formed. 

Jlistake of Confusing the Objective with the Subjectii•e Sections of the Protocol 

It is as surprising as it is distressing to note how frequently pathologi;;t::; in
clude statements of opinion and interpretation in the part of thP prnto<"ol that 
is supposed to be objective and factual. The purpose of a prntoeol i,; :Z~fold. 01H' 

is to record a suffieicntly detailed, factual, and noninterpretiYe dPtwription of the 
observed conditions, in order that a competent reader may form hi,; m\"11 opinions 
iu regard to the significance of the changes desnihed. The other is to interpret 
the significance of the change:; that were obserYed an<l (kscrilw<l. Tlrns, a rPgion 
of dark blue discoloration of the dermis, in the <·enter of the Yolar Hlll'farp of the 
left forearm, may or may not be a bruise. To refer to it a;; a C'ontusion in the 
desPriptive part of the prntoeol is to substitute an interpretation for a dcsc'l'ip
tion, and this is as unwarranted ar-; it, may be misleading. A solid dark rPd, par
tially occlui;iYe coagulum of blood in the lumen of an artery may be a thrombnr-;, 
but to call it such is an interpretation that i;houl<l appear on the diagnosis ;;hPPt, 
and not in the <le::;f'riptiYe text. 

In reYiewing the protocol of a mc<licolegal autopsy, I found thP dPscription of 
the external genitalia of a teen-age girl to eonsist of the Htatement that "the l'X

ternal genitalia showed extem;iye injuries "·hich had been inr·urr('(l in<"idcnt to 
assault and rape." Considering the fa!'t:,; that the girl'r-; body wa:,; lying in a 
field for 10 days before it was Pxamine<l by the pathologist and that \·urioui; 
parts of her body had evidence of mutilation by animalr-;, it would obYiously haYe 
been much better if the pathologist had reeordecl exactly what he :,;m,· when he 
examined the body, rather than his interpretation of the significance of what 
he saw. 
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The Mistake of Not Examining the Body at the Scene of the Crime 

Almost without exception, the various experienced forensic pathologists who 
contributed suggestions for the preparation of this review stressed the mistakes 
likely to occur if the pathologist_ does not observe the body at the scene, and 
prior to disturbance of the body or its immediate environment. In some localities 
and under some systems of law enforcement, that is not feasible, however desir
able it might be. The circumstances often indicate that such a visit would prob
ably be a waste of the pathologist's time. 

In many instances of death by unexplained violence, it is a fact that apprecia
tion of the full significance of the autopsy findings may depend on evidence that 
may be obtained only at the scene, and before the body has been moved. ~ot only 
may the evidence required for evaluation of the postmortem findings exist only 
at the place where the body was originally found, but its potential significance 
may be apparent only to a medically trained person. Thus, in view of the pathol
ogist's knowledge that the fatal injury was immediately incapacitating, it may 
be apparent to him that someone other than the dead person must have moved 
the weapon, must have rearranged the bed clothing, or must have left a trail of 
blood on the floor. A great deal of this type of evidence may be preserved by ade
quate photography. Frequently, however, the evidence at the scene is of such a 
nature that it should be examined by the pathologist in its original state if it is to 
be correctly eYaluated. 

Mistake of Substituting Intuition for Scientifically Defensible Interpretation 

This brings me to one of the most dangerous mistakes in forensic pathology, 
and one that_ is particularly prevalent among experienced forensic pathologists 
who, for one reason or another, acquire a propensity for what might be called 
"categorieal intuitive deduction." This Sherlock Holmes type of expert may see 
certain bruises in the skin of the neck and conclude without doubt that they 
were produced by the thumb and forefinger of the right hand of the strangler. 
He may see an excoriation of the anus and maintain unequivocally and without 
benefit of other elements of scientific proof that the assailant was a sodomist. 
He ignores the essential component for proof of the correctness of any such 
scientific deduction, namely, the nonoccurrence of such lesiorn; or changes in 
eontrol cases. Such a pathologist usually has the happy faculty of failing to re
member the many similar bruises of necks that "·ere known to haYe been pro
duced by meehanisms other than pressure by the thumb and fingers. He fails to 
remember the many anal and rectal excoriations that were caused by injuries 
other than sodomy. Such a pathologist is a delight to newspaper reporters owing 
to the fart. that he "makes good copy." He may be highly esteemed by the police 
and hy the prm,eeut.ing attorney beC"ause he is an emphatic and impressiw wit-
1,ess. His prestige, together with his exclusive aecess to the original evidenee, 
places him in an exceedingly powerful position in the eourtroom. Rarely ran the 
defense attorneys find anyone with comparable experience to evaluate the post
mortem findings. On-the other hand, if they do, it seems obvious to the jury (l) 
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that the outside expert was hired to say something that would help the accused, 
and (2) that the outside expert, unlike the state's witness, was handicapped by 
the fact that he did not see the evidence with his own eyes. 

It is difficult to estimate how much harm is done by these people. I know of 
a man who was hanged largely on the weight of such uncritical evidence. The 
ordinary hospital pathologist is not accustomed to being so continuously un
challenged as to permit him to acquire a full blown God-complex of the kind 
that I am discussing. The hospital pathologist must be able to defend his inter
pretations against clinicians who also have a certain amount of information about 
the facts in issue. It is only the full-time forensic pathologist who is likely to 
become accustomed to having his opinions go virtually unchallenged. The stakes 
are too high to play hunches in forensic pathology. 

Mistake of Not Making Adequate Photographs of the Evidence 

If a negative or positive postmortem finding is so important that it may make 
the difference between the freedom or imprisonment, or the life or death of some
one, every attempt should be made to protect, preserve, and record it for others 
to see and evaluate. No pathologist should regard himself so infallible that he is 
willing to carry such responsibility alone, if he can share it with others. 

In other words, this is an exhortation that pathologists should prepaye photo
graphic records of all of the critical evidence that can be photographed, and 
particularly of evidence that might otherwise be altered or lost. It is one thing 
for the pathologist to state that he remembers that the fracture of th~ skull had 
a peculiar contour that corresponds to that of the hammer found in the back of 
the automobile belonging to the accused. It is quite another thing for the pathol
ogist to have recorded this fact photographically. I recall a protocol in which 
the hole in the back of the head of a man who died of a through-and-through 
bullet wound was designated as the wound of entrance. No photographs were 
made. The description of the injuries was too meager for anyone else to form an 
opinion as to which was the wound of entrance and which was the wound of 
exit. The shooting was not witnessed. If the bullet entered from the back, the 
probability of murder was supported. Proof of guilt rested almost entirely on 
the undocumented opinion of the pathologist who was relatively inexperienced 
in interpreting injuries caused by gunshot. 

Recently, in one of our southern states, a person who was unjustly convicted 
of murder in a shooting case was released as a result of the pathologist who per
formed the original autopsy having made photographic records of his findings. 
This pathologist had originally misinterpreted the evidence, and, at the time of 
the trial, his misinterpretation was an important factor in bringing about the 
conviction. Inasmuch as he realized that he might have made a mistake, the 
pathologist eventually submitted the photographs for interpretations by more 
experienced forensic pathologists. It was then clarified that one of the wounds had 
been originally misinterpreted. This led to the reopening of the case and the 
sub. NJuent relca e of the accu ·ed. 

Another reason to make phot graphs, particularly of the surface of the body, 
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is that they provide a record of things that may not have seemed sufficiently 
important to warrant description at the time of the autopsy. In deaths by 
criminal violence, the presence or absence of a wide variety of seemingly inconse
quential changes may subsequently prove to be important. 

Mistake of Not Exercising Good Judgment in the Taking or Handling of Specimens 
for Toxicologic Examination 

Mistakes in this field are so varied and are made so frequently that it is diffi
cult to know where to begin. Each of the pathologists whom I consulted in regard 
to this problem provided me with a list of mistakes that he had observed, and 
the lists are by no means identical. 

Unclean containers. Specimens are often placed in unclean containers. Too 
frequently the pathologist who goes to an undertaking establishment to perform 
a medicolegal autopsy fails to take with him a sufficient number of clean con
tainers for toxicologic specimens. Every toxicologist has had the experience of 
being requested to analyze for alcohol a sample of blood that was sent to him 
in a container which reeked of embalming fluid. 

Contamination of specimens. The use of unclean containers is by no means the 
only cause of contaminated specimens. Thus, samples for toxicologic analysis of 
the liver, the brain, or other organs are often cut with the same instruments, 
and on the same surface upon which the stomach was opened. 

Obviously, the significance of a given concentration of a substance in the 
brain is different from the same concentration of that substance in the stomach. 
The significance of the determination of mercury in postmortem material is 
frequently vitiated by possible contamination with Zenker's fluid in the autopsy 
room. 

An excellent example of contamination of toxicologic evidence in the autopsy 
room is illustrated in the instance of a woman who was thought to have died of 
poisoning, as a result of having had cyanide thrown in her face. It was admitted 
in court that the pathologist used the same knife to obtain samples of tissue for 
toxicologic analysis that had been used to cut through the presumably contami
nated skin of the upper part of the thorax. Inasmuch as the test for cyanide in 
her blood was equivocal, the presence or absence of cyanide in the lungs became 
a matter of critical importance. In the opinion of the defense, the finding of 
cyanide in the lung was without significance because of the probability of con
tamination. This was one of the principal reasons for the acquittal of the accused. 

Permitting blood or tissue to putrefy. Every pathologist is probably aware that 
putrefaction may produce substances that yield false positive tests for certain 
compounds, and that it may destroy other substances that would have yielded 
significantly positive tests. Why then would a pathologist allow a sample of blood 
or tissue to remain in a warm place for hours, or even days, before sending the 
~aterial to the analyst? I dare say that this will happen next week in a dozen 
communities in the United States. 

Inadequate samples. Samples submitted for toxicologic analysis are frequently 
too small. It is by no means uncommon for the toxicologist to receive a 20-ml. 
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test tube of gastric contents or a 120-ml. tonsil-bottle containing liver, with a 
request that he "examine for poison." 

1;,end as much as you can-up to 500 Gm.-of any material that you wish to 
have analyzed. If you wish to know only the level of alcohol or carbon monoxide 
in the blood, the sample may be smaller, but, even then, 20 ml. is much better 
ili~s~. · 

Poorly selected samples. Pathologists often fail to recognize that, from a chem
ical standpoint, the lumen of the alimentary canal is part of the external environ
ment of the body. If they did, they would never limit their toxicologic specimens 
to the contents of the stomach or intestine. The finding of a foreign chemical 
substance in the contents of the alimentary tract usually means that the sub
stance was ingested, but this finding does not necessarily establish the fact that 
a significant amount of the substance was absorbed. Neither does the failure to 
find a poison in the alimentary tract exclude the possibility that the deceased 
person was fatally poisoned. 

There is great variation in the sites in which poisons may accumulate in the 
body after they have been absorbed, and extensive sampling is always desirable 
if the identity of the agent is not known. Of course, the material submitted for 
analysis should include any vomitus present and any samples of food, beverage, 
or medicines that may have contained poison. 

Unlabeled specimens. Several years ago we received an unlabeled cardboard 
container in which there were 6 unlabeled jars and bottles. The messenger who 
brought it said that Dr. X would call us in regard to the shipment. ~o of the 
bottles contained blood, 2 contained gastric contents, and 2 contained a mixture 
of tissues. 

Dr. X subsequently called and said that he had sent the contents of the 
stomach, some blood, and certain tissues from a man whom he suspected of 
having died of homicidal poisoning with barbiturate. Inasmuch as the containers 
were not full, we asked why he had sent 6 rather than 3. His explanation was that 
the messenger probably made a mistake and picked up 3 containers that belonged 
to another case, specimens that he decided not to send in for analysis. Fortu
nately, no barbiturate was found in any of the specimens, but, if it had been 
found, it might have been difficult, or even impossible, to establish which of the 
2 persons had been poisoned. 

Continuity of responsibility for protection of evidence. When an analytic result 
contributes to the proof that a crime was committed, or that the defendant is 
responsible for damages, the attorney for the defendant has the right and the 
obligation to try to establish whether or not the material tested came, in j act, 
from the place from which it was said to have come, and was, in fact, in 
virtually its original condition. Among other things, this means that some re
sponsible person must be able to vouch for the specimen during every minute 
of the time that elapsed between its collection at the autopsy and its analysis in 
the laboratory. 

The fewer the persons involved in this responsibility, the better is the chain 
of evidence. The specimens should pass from hand to hand, and they should 
never be left in a place where they could be tampered with or become altered. 
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The analyst must also be certain that there is no reasonable possibility that 
the tube upon which he made his final test could have been confused with some 
other tube during the analytic procedure. This also applies to sections of tissue 
for microscopic examination. There must be no reasonable possibility that the 
section of tissue with the critical microscopic changes could have been confused 

. by the histology technician with a section of tissue that was derived from some 
other place or person. 

Preservation of excess material. Whenever possible, the analyst should retain 
samples of original eviden9e, in order that it may be examined by other experts 
if.such examination is authorized by the court. Frequently, when the settlement 
of a legal issue depends upon the results of a laboratory test, it is requested that 
the original material be made available for reexamination by another toxicologist. 
Such a request may be legitimate, and the pathologist or toxicologist who finds 
that this can not be done, because the material was exhausted or destroyed in 
making the original examination, is often in an embarrassing and even inde
fensible position. The deep freeze is an indispensable part of the equipment in a 
laboratory where the staff deals with medicolegal evidence. 

Facts bearing on identity of the poison. Too often the toxicologist receives 
specimens with no information, but only a request that he test for poison. If 
the person was found dead and if no information is available regarding the dura
tion or nature of the fatal seizure, the toxicologist should be so informed. If a 
dead woman was known to be the mistress of a photographer, or if she was an 
employee in a silver-plating factory, the toxicologist should be told. A blind 
toxicologic analysis is a tremendous undertaking, and many days are required 
for its completion. I am in complete sympathy with the analyst who puts the 
specimen away, and forgets it, when he is told only to "look for poison." 

Mistake of Permitting the Value of the Protocol to be Jeopardized by Minor Errors 

Unless a pathologist has the experience of having been on the witness stand 
when his autopsy protocol was examined, word for word and line by line, by 
counsel for whichever side of the case was damaged by the evidence,- he will not 
fully appreciate the potential gravity of this kind of mistake. 

Assume that you are on the stand and have testified that the decedent came 
to his death as a result of an intracranial hemorrhage that was caused by 1 or 
more blunt impacts against the head. Assume further that you testified that the 
circumscribed depressed fractures of the skull are not consistent with their hav
ing been produced by an impact against a flat cement sidewalk, but that they 
are consistent with having been produced by a beer bottle that was shown to 
you as State's Exhibit No. 142. 

Counsel for the defense does not like this evidence and seeks to weaken or 
destroy it. He asks, "How does it happen that the date of the autopsy as recorded 
on the protocol is June 15, when the evidence shows that the death did not occur 
until June 16?" 

You explain that this is a typographic error. 
Counsel asks, "Who witnessed the autopsy?" After reading the names of the 

3 persons listed on the protocol as witnesses, it develops that the first name of 
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one is incorrect, and that there was a fourth witness whose name was not in
cluded. Thirty minutes later, after disclosure of still other errors, it develops 
that you failed to notice that the left eye was pt·o thetic, and that, although you 
d scribed the appendix as having no abnormality, the man unquestionably had 
an app ndectomy ome 5 years previously. 

one of these mistakes has any real bearing on the important issue in the 
case, but, by the time they hav been emphasized and an articulate lawyer has 
commented on them, the jury begins to wonder wh ther any part of your report 
is reliable. There should be no mistakes in the protocol of a medicolegal autopsy, 
even though they seem to be unimportant. 

Miscellaneous Mistakes 

Although the general areas in which most of the mistakes that are commonly 
made in forensic pathology have been discussed in the preceding paragraphs, 
there are certain specific examples of errors that deserve emphasis. 

Errors of omission in the collection of evidence required for identification. 
1. Failure to make frontal, oblique, and profile photographs of the face. 
2. Failure to have fingerprints made. 
3. Failure to have a complete dental examination performed. 
Errors of omission in the collection of evidence required for establishing the time 

of death. 
1. Failure to record the rectal temperature of the body. 
2. Failure to observe changes that may occur in the intensity and di~tribution 

of rigor mortis- before, during, and after autopsy . 
3. Failure to observ the ingredients of the last meal and its location in the 

alimentary tract. 
Errors of omission in the collection of evidence required for other medicolegal 

purposes. 
1. Failure to collect specimens of blood or brain for determinations of the 

contents of alcohol and barbiturates. 
2. Failure to determine the blood group of the dead person if death by violence 

was associated with external bleeding. 
3. Failure to collect nail-scrapings and samples of hair if there is a reasonable 

chance that death resulted from assault. 
4. Failure to search for seminal fluid if there is a reasonable chance that the 

fatal injuries occurred incident to a sex crime. 
5. Failure to examine clothing, skin, and the superficial portion of the bullet 

tract for a residue of powder, and the failure to collect samples of any residue 
for the purpose of chemical identification. 

6. Failure to use x-rays for locating bullets or fragments of bullets if there is 
any doubt in regard to t heir presence and location. 

7. Failure to protect bullets from defacement, such as is like.ly to occur if they 
are handled with metal instruments. 

8. Failure to collect separate specimens of blood from the right and the left 
sides of the heart in instances in which bodies are recovered from water. 



Dec.1956 FORENSIC PATHOLOGY 1395 

9. Failure to collect samples of fluid from the air passages and stomach in 
instances where bodies are found in water. 

10. Failure to strip the dura mater from the calvaria and base of the skull. 
Many fractures of the skull have been missed because the pathologist did not 
expose the surface of the fractured bone. 

Errors of omission· or commission that result in the production of undesirable 
artifacts or in the destruction of valid evidence. 

1. Opening the skull before blood is permitted to drain from the superior vena 
cava. If the head is opened before the blood has drained from it, blood will al
most invariably escape into the subdural or subarachnoidal space, and such an 
observation may then be interpreted as evidence of antemortem hemorrhage. 

2. The use of a hammer and chisel for opening the skull. A hammer and chisel 
should never be used for this purpose in a medicolegal autopsy. Fractures pro
duced by the chisel are frequently confused with antemortem injury. 

3. Failure to open the thorax under water if one wishes to obtain evidence of 
pneumothorax. 

4. Failure to tie the great vessels between sites of transection and the heart 
when air embolism is suspected. 

5. Failure to open the right ventricle of the heart and the pulmonary artery 
in situ if pulmonary thromboembolism is suspected. 

6. Failure to remove the uterus, vagina, and vulva en masse if rape or abortion 
is suspected. 

Mistake of Talking Too Soon, Too Much, or to the Wrong People 

Too soon. The performance of a medicolegal autopsy in an instance of known 
or suspected homicide is almost.invariably a dramatic event. The reporters, 
police, district attorney, and even your colleagues, may exert pressure to find 
out what you think before you have completed your investigation. It may be a 
temptation, and, in the Gase of the district attorney, it is often desirable to give 
impressions of the situation even though all of the facts are not in. If you do so, 
be sure to make it clear that the impressions are tentative and subject to change. 

An illustration of the danger of releasing opinions prematurely is illustrated 
by the following case. Owing to the facts that the dead woman's body was still 
warm and there was no rigor, Dr. X, the pathologist, told the district attorney, 
who was eager to know the time of death, that the woman probably died early 
that morning. He provided this information before the autopsy had actually 
been started. The district attorney immediately passed this information to the 
reporters. Shortly before the noon edition of the papers reached the streets, the 
pathologist realized that he had talked too soon. The degree of autolysis of the 
parenchymatous organs, together with the presence of intravascular hemolysis, 
indicated a considerably longer postmortem interval than he originally thought. 
The noon edition of the newspapers carried 2 items on the first page, i.e ., the 
district attorney's news release to the effect that Dr. X had established that the 
woman was murdered e~rly that morning, and a recent news bulletin stating 
that the murderer had just confessed that he killed the woman during the evening 
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of the preceding day. Approximately 12 hours after the murder, and 2 hours 
before the body was found, th murderer moved her body from the warm room 
where the crime occurred to the cool basement where the police found the victim. 
The interior of the body was -warm because it had been in a warm place during 
most of the postmortem period. There was no rigor because rigor had developed 
and regressed. If the murderer had not confessed, and if he had been able to es
tablish an alibi for the time that the murder was supposed to have been commit
ted, he might have used the pathologist's premature and incorrect guess to sup
port his innocence. 

Too much. Do not let your desire to be helpful or to play the role of Sherlock 
Holmes lead you into the mistake of saying more than the facts warrant. A 
well-k11own pathologist in this audience once made this mistake, but I am sure 
he will not mind my telling you about it. An ex-gangster, whom many people 
might have wished to murder, was found dead on the floor of the lavatory in 
his own tavern. He had been shot through the right temple. No gun was found. 
There were no powder marks on the skin. This led the pathologist to think that 
the range of fire was several feet or more. The decedent had a recently blackened 
left eye. This obsen-ation, together with the absence of the gun and the absence 
of powder marks, stimulated the pathologist to tell the police that this seemed 
to be a clear case of homicidal shooting. He concluded that the dead man was in 
a fight in which he suffered a "black eye" and during which he was shot to death. 

This opinion was subsequently found to be entirely incorrect; it is still re
sented by the district attorney and the police, and it is still a matter of embar
rassment to the pathologist. The pathologist was not aware that subtutaneous 
ecchymoses in the orbital region frequently occur with gunshot injuries of the 
head, particularly those that involve the anterior fossa. He did not know that 
the contact between muzzle and skin in a suicidal injury by gunshot may be so 
perfect that no powder is deposited on the surface of the skin. He did not know 
that the teen-age boy, who visited the lavatory and found the dead man, had 
pocketed the gun with the intention of telling no one about it. Obviously, he did 
not know that the decedent had written a suicide note to an ex-wife and put it 
in the mail an hour or so before he shot himself. In short, the pathologist made 
deductions that were not warranted by the evidence. He talked too much. 

To the wrong people. The only persons who are entitled to information derived 
from the results of your investigation are the coroner, the district attorney, and 
the police. Never provide this sort of information to reporters unless you do so 
at the direction of the coroner or the district attorney. Be careful what you say 
in the presence of assistants in the autopsy room or employees of the under
taker. Such leaks of information are often the basis for unfounded suspicion of 
innocent persons or for the creation of unnecessary obstacles to the invest.igation 
by the police. 

CONCLUSION 

The almost complete exclusion from this discussion of the mistakes that are 
made in the interpretation of evidence has been deliberate. If evidence has been 
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properly gathered and preserved, a mistake in interpretation may always be 
corrected. If the facts required for a correct interpretation are not preserved, 
the mistake is irreversible, 

SUMMARIO IN INTERLINGUA 

Le autor sublinea le differentia inter le objectivos de un ordinari nerropsia 
hospitalari e le objectivos de un necropsia medico-legal. In interprender un 
necropsia medicolegal le pathologo interprende prestar attention a multe detalios 
de interesse non strictemente medical sed de natura observabile solmente super 
le base del cognoscentias de un experto de medicina. Es citate exemplos de varie 
necropsias medicolegal de character inadequate a causa de !or nonobservation 
del supra-mentionate principio e de altere principios affin. Errores in le inter
pretation de correcte- e completemente colligite datos necroptic non es inc-ludite. 
Illos es corrigible e non distinctemente characteristic de necropsias medieolegal. 
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
MEDICAL SCHOOL 

DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL MEDICINE 

Mas. FRANCES GLESSNER LEE 

Consultant 

November 21, 1957 25 Shattuck.. Street 
'Boston, J,.,f assachusetts 

The Rocks 
Littleton, New Hampshire 

LeMoyne Snyder, M. D. 
325 Valley View Drive 
Paradise, California 

Dear Dr. Snyder: 

The date for the Twenty-fifth Seminar in Homicide 
Investigation for State Police has been definitely set 
for May 5-10, 1958. 

I earnestly hope that this may be a good time 
for you to come East and that you will give your two 
lee tures, "Homicide Investigation" and "Errors in 
Homicide Investigation", at one-thirty and three 
o'clock, respectively, on Monday afternoon, May fifth. 

It would give me great pleasure if you were to 
make your plans to include the Class Dinner on Wednesday 
evening, May seventh, and it is needless for me to add 
that I would be delighted to have Louise accompany you 
to the dinner. 

We all missed seeing you and having your teaching 
during the last Seminar, and I look forward to having 
you with us in May. 

My cordial greetings to you and your family, 

Sincerely yours, 

{Jya...,t/-4 $'. ~ 
MRS. FRANCES G. LEE 

FGL:fc 



Mrs . Frances G. Lee 
The Rocks 
Littleton, New Hampshire 

Dear Hrs . Lees 

November 26, 1957 

Thank y u for your nice invitation to speak 
at the 25TH SEJUN' t IN HOMICIDE INVESTIGATION on the 
afternoon f ~ay 5th. I hasten to accept and am 
making a n t of that date. I appreciate very much 
having not ice f the actual date so we 11 1 n advance 
as I have had several invitations r~r addresses and 
lectures in the east and in Canada for sometime next 
spring . I can now start building around this date and 
avoid a lot of confusion later. 

I haven't seen Erle for several weeks since 
he l eft Paradise nearly two months ago. He was very 
tir d when he left here as he has had the burden ot 
t~ TV sh s with all of the headaches 1nv l ved n top 
of his regular schedule. I talked with hi m n the phone 
a c upl e of days ago and he sounded much mar e like his 
old e l f• 

Thank you also forte invitation to attend the 
dinner which I will be delight d to oome to if at all 
possible. Again many thanks . 

Sincerely, 

LeMoyne Snyder, M.D . 



February 101 1958 

Miss Dorothy Murphy, Executive Secretary 
Harvard Medical Alumni Association 
25 Shattuck street 
Boston 151 Massachusetts 

Dear Dorothy1 

Now I've really had it 111 To be invited to speak 
to the Harvard Medical Alumni next spring is by all odds 
the swellest invitation I've over had . I hasten to accept 
before the program committee has a chance to change its 
mind, 

I don't intend to use any lantern slides and the 
talk will undoubtedly be on a highly informal basis, depending 
somewhat on how generous the committee is with refres ants 
beforehand . I •ve selected as the title for my talk MURDER 
CHALLENGES THE DOCTOR . 

I was delighted to see the nice write-up about 
you in a recent edition of the Saturday Evening Post . 
They didn't go half far enough in explaining how much you 
had done in HMS. In addition to that some things in the 
article disturbed me greatly . 

Thank you again tor this marvelous invitation. In 
fact I have to lecture at Harvard also on May 5th and I 
look forward to an opportunity at that time to seeing you 
and get straightened out tor the May 30th program . We all 
enjoyed your beautiful Christmas card and we think of you 
and talk ot you often. 

Sincerely, 

LeMoyne Snyder, M. D. 



HARVARD MEDICAL ALUMNI AssocIATION 

25 SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON 15, MASSACHUSETTS 

Dear LeMoyne: 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

Lr February 1958 

In anticipation of Alumni Day, which will be 
here before we know it, the Program Committee is planning 
its Panel of Speakers for the occasion. At a meeting of 
the Cormnittee held recently, it was voted to ask you to 
be a member of the Panel. 

The Committee will be very honored if you will 
accept this invitation. You will be alotted thirty minutes 
on the program, and a lantern operator will be on hand to 
show slides for you. The TV program,"The Court of Last 
Resorts 11 ,came up at the meeting and it was suggested that 
possibly you would like to bring Earle Stanley Gardner with 
you and so I pass this along to you. 

I was delighted to find that you are planning to 
attend your 35th Reunion - and now the trip will be tax free 
because you are going to give a paper& 

I pray thee to accept the Program Committee's invi
tation to be on the Alumni Day Panel on Friday, May 30, 1958. 
I'm sure you wouldn't want me to be disappointed in my en
deavor to make this Alumni Day outstanding! 

We are looking for your reply fairly promptly - and 
would like the title of your talk. The program goes to press 
in March. 

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder 
325 Valley View Drive 
Paradise, California 

Sincerely, 

~ frj 
Do; othy 1hU'p~ 
Executive Secretary 



April 10, 1958 

Miss Dorothy Murphy, Executive Secretary 
Harvard Medical Alumni Association 
25 Shattuck Street 
Boston 151 Massachusetts 

Dear Dorothy: 

I was very happy to receive the program which 
looks most impressive. It goes without saying that I am 
very proud to be included in suoh distinguished company. 

It 1s verlr kind of you to orfar to get my 
reservation at the Sommerset. As I presume that most of 
our activities will he outside the hotel I believe that a 
single room will fill my ••;ants on that ooc:1sion. I expect 
to be there 1"or two nights st:1rting on May 29th. 

I will make 1 t a point to drop 1 n at your office 
to hold your hand when I am there to lecture to tha 
Gestapo on !~ay 5th, '1y very best to you and I look for,,13.rd 
with a great deal of pleasur€ to seeing you soon. 

Sincerely, 

LeMoyne Snyder, M.D. 

P.s. Will you be coming to San Francisco for the 
meeting on June 25th? I certainly hope so and also 
hope that you can pl n to visit Paradise, If you 
come by train trom Chicago on the California Zephyr 
we are only 20 miles from the stop at Oroville, Or 
you can get here easily by plan• from San Francisco 
in a little over an hour. Please plan on seeing 
this part ot the country. 



HARVARD M E DICAL ALUMNI AS S OCIATION 

25 SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON 15, MASSACHUSETTS 

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder 
325 Valley View Drive 
Paradise, California 

Dear LeMoyne: 

O F FI CE OF THE DIRECT O R 

8 April 1958 

The Alumni Day Committee has asked me to tell you 
how delighted they are that you have agreed to be one of the 
five speakers at the morning sympsoium. The enclosed program, 
just off the press, lists the speakers and I think you will 
agree you are in very good company. You will also see that 
you are the fifth and last speaker on the panel - of course 
we kept the best 'til the last, our piece de resistance! 

By the way, do you want me to make a hotel reserva
tion for you1 Most of the classes that are celebrating reunions 
are staying at the Somerset. If you want me to help you in this 
area, will you let me know promptly and the dates also. About 
forty-five members of your class plan to be here and I think it 
will be a wonderful reunion. 

I hope you will find time to drop in at the office 
when you are here on May 5th for you lecture to the Northwest 
Mounted. See you then. 

Enc. 

Sincerely, 

_____ , ~~-:tPi,._, 
Dorothy Murphj 
Executive Secretary 



April 17, 1958 

Miss Dorothy Murphy, Executive Secretary 
Harvard Medical Alumni Association 
25 Shattuck Street 
Boston 1,, Massachusetts 

Dear Dorothya 

Thanks a million for setting me up at the 
Harvard Club. That is a delightful place and I always 
enjoy myself there . 

We are all delighted that you are planning to 
stop and see P9rad1se. I think everyone should get an 
opportunity to visit Paradise becat\se it may be the last 
chance they will ever get. · 

I look forward to seeinl~ you ln a couple .tot 
weeks. 

Sincerely, 

LeMoyne Snyder, M.D. 



HARVARD MEDICAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

2S SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON 13, MASSACHUSETTS 

14 April 1958 

Secretary'• O!fiee 
Harvard Club 
384 Commonwealth Avenue 
:8o8ton• ssachllaette 

Dear Sir1 

Will Y011 kindly naerYe a single roca 
with private bath for1 

Dr. LeJloyne 5DTder 
32S Vallq View Drift 
Paradise, California 

tor the nights of: 1lq 29th and 30th 

Dr. Thomas H. La.DIYUl will be h1a sponsor. 

CCI 

Note: 

Dr. Snyder ✓ 

Y oura sincerely, 

Dorothy J.1urphy" 
Kmautive Secretat7 

Since you are going to be alone, I think 
you would do better at the Harvard ()lub 
which, as you know, is next to the Somerset. 
It won't be as gay, but it will be much less 
expensive. Your room may have pictures of 
the athletes of 1895, 100, et cetera, which 
will be somewhat different from the Chinese 
decor at home/ 

I would love to stop off at Paradise on rrry 
way to San Francisco in late June. We shall 
talk about it when you are here in May. You 
are very nice to ask me. I would love it. 

~-~~ \ 



Mr . Parker Glass 
Dept. of Legal Medicine 
Harvard Medical School 
25 Shattuck Street 
Boston, Massaohuse~ts 

Dear Parker: 

May 12, 1958 

The expenses on my trip to leoture at the 
Harvard Seminar May 5th ounted to $~76.;o. This 
includes rail and plane fare! hotel, meals and other 
incidentals such as taxist t ps. 

It was a most enjoyable trip and I look 
forward to seeing you soon. 

Sinaerely1 

LeMoyne Snyder, M.D. 



Mr . Parker Glass 
Dept . of Legal Medicine 
Harvard Medical School 
25 Shattuck Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Parker 1 

May 12 1 1958 

After you had left last Monday night one of the 
students from the Army School at Fort Gordon shCMed me a 
most remarkable photograph of cadaveric spasm. I would 
very much like to have a copy of that for the next edition 
of Homicide Investigation , 

He said ho would let you take it to see if a re
production could be made as he didn't think a negative was 
available. If by chance he did give it to you I would 
reatly appreciate having a copy of that photograph and 
naturally I will be glad to pay for your time and the ex
penses involved . 

It was nice to see you again and as I expeot to be 
back there in a couple of weeks I will try to see you at 
that time . Possibly if you have the picture ready I can 
pick it up then and save you the trouble of mailing it . 

With kindest personal regards . 

Sincerely, 

LeMoyne Snyder, M. D. 



Dr . Richard Ford 
Harvard Medical School 
2, Shattuck Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Dicks 

May 12, 1958 

I've just returned from my trip to Harvard and want 
to thank you for all you did to make my short stay pleasant . 
It was particularly nice to have the opportunity to meet 
Keith Simpson again and also his charming wife . 

I have to be back there again in a couple of weeks 
for the class day exercises and I hope to have a chance to 
see you again on that occasion. In the meantime all best 
to all of you . 

Sincerely, 

LeMoyne Snyder, M.D. 



Miss Dorothy Murphy 
Executive Secretary 
Harvard Modical Alumni Association 
2~ Shattuck Street 
Boston 15, Massachusetts 

Dear Dorothys 

May 23 1 1958 

I'll be pleased to meet with Dr . Dunphy on the 
morning of May 20th. 

letter 1 June or 
College 

In ans· 1er to tho questions at tho bottom of your 
I was adMittod to the Bar in Michigan in 1934. In 
1956 I was awsrded the degree of LL.D. by the McGeorge 
of Law, Sacramonto, Califorrda. 

We are drawing a big circle around J 11ne 21st. for 
your v1s1t hore . I will talk with you about it next week. 

Many thanks tor making all the arrangemEints for 
me and I'll be seeing you soon . 

Sincerely, 

LeMoyne Snyder, M. D. 

---



HARVARD MEDICAL ALUMNI AssocIATION 

25 SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON 15, MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE OF THE 
DIRECTOR 

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder 
325 Valley View Drive 
Paradise, California 

Dear ~~ 

21 May 1958 

Dr. Dunphy, Moderator of the Alumni 
Day Symposium, has asked that the five 
members of the Panel meet him here in the 
Alumni Office on May 30th, at 9:15 a.m. 

You will be given your luncheon 
ticket and tag in this office. It will 
not be necessary for you to register in 
the lobby. 

P.S. Law degrees 

~~,-~ 
Dorothy Murphy 
Executive Secretary 

where and dates received? 

P .P .s. Would the Snyders be at home on June 
21st? If so, I would love to stop by 
and go into San Francisco on Sunday or 
Monday! 

dm 



Miss Dorothy Murphy 
Harvard Medical School 
25 Shattuck Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Dorothy: 

June 3, 19S8 

Back again in the old swing after a most delightful 
reunion in Boston. I want to congratulate you people on the 
tine arrangements that you made and to thank you for the trouble 
to give everyone a good time . 

Also please convey my good wishes arr:i thanks to Dr . 
Lanman for the nice accomodations I h3d ~t the Harvard Club 
and his many other kindnesses . 

I trust that Gregg Thompson will be able to arrange 
your accomodations on the California Zephyr and we eagerly await 
your arrival on the 21st. 

With all good wishes . 

Sincerely, 

LeMoyne Snyder, M. D. 



Capt . Frances G. Lee 
The Rocks 
Littleton, New Hampshire 

Dear M1·s. Leez 

July 2, 1958 

I hope you are enjoying beautiful summer weather 
up in New England . The weather out here has b,:ion beautiful 
but much cooler than we have had the last two previous 
swmners . 

I don I t wish to cause you to hurry your plans but 
as soon as you've decided on a definite date for the fall 
Seminar in Homicide Investigation, I would appreciate receiving 
the information. It seems that I have an unusual number ot 
commitments coming up this fall but y first concern 1s to be 
on hand for the Harvard lecture and make all other engagements 
conform to that particular date . 

How I would have liked to have boen in Toronot tar 
the Harvard Associates meeting . Those fellows really go all 
out in hospitality and I have little doubt that this was the 
most successful meeting you have ever had. I hope that 
meeting.can come to the west coast in the near future . 

Erle is up here now and working harder than ever . 
What with his writing commitments and '1,'V programs he has all 
he can handle . On top of that he has reoently gotten an urge 
to buy up all the land west of the Rookies and when he gets 
done he is going to make the King Ranch look like a cow pasture . 

My very best to all of you and I hope you have a 
most enjoyable summer . 

Sincerely, 

LeMoyne Snyder, M.D. 



Capt. Frances G Lee 
The Rocks 
Littleton, New Hampshire 

Dear Mrs. Lees 

July 29, 195'8 

Thank you for sending me the information about the 
date for the fall Seminar. As I generally lecture the first 
day it will no doubt be Ootobor 27th. 

I have one little favor to ask in arranging the 
program The l st sever 1 t mes I have given both of t1~ 
lectur s , "Homioi e nvesti~ t n" and "Errors in Hom1o 
Invost g tion" on the s m i'ternoon, I have tound this to 
b quite a str in on y voice to talk more or less oontinuousl.y 
for s vora l h urs. 1ould it be possible that tie l ecture on 
"Errors in Homicide Investigation" could be put over unti the 
tollo-.· ing morni ng, or 1t it 11ould s it your so edu.le bett r 
if ono talk could be 1ven in th morning and th other in the 
afternoon I would find it consider bl y easier top t ovor the 
lectures. 

Louise and I hope you are having a pleasant summer . 
Erle is up here and seems to be as busy as usual, only m1·r e 
so. 

All best and I look forward to seeing you this fall . 

Sincerely, 

LeMoyne Snyder, M.o. 



Miss Dorothy Murphy 
Harvard Medical School 
25 Shattuck Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Dorothy, 

,. 

August 20, 1958 

I pr sume that by this time yo are up 1n th 11lds 
of New Hampshire and probably freezing to death . ince you 
were her t ., month ago it has boen an oxce dingly h t 
summ r with the t perature in tho high 90 ' or abov 
pr otioally every day. However the heat is exceedingly dry 
and unless one 1s in the directs nlight it s very o mf'ort-
able outdoors . However between th pool and the a ir-condit ioning 
we •ve had no difficulty at all, 

Than a million for the fine picture you sent. 
It ~as so characteristically throughtful of y u to do this. 
We like the picture immensely and it will b ourely screwed 
down in the sorapbo k . 

I have no idea at this time whether I can be in 
Boston on October 2~th. I have to leoture at several different 
places in the east and m1dwest ,-ell as at llarv d and it 
will be some time bef re I can arrans a def1n1t schedule . 
The party you are arranging for the 25th soun s like it uld 
be an awful lot ot tun and I would certainly like to be in 
on it if possible . At any rate I will let ·o kn lat r about 
that. 

Since you 1 ft I ' v mana ed to get myself involved 
in several inter sting murders ut here so that lite 1• never 
dull. I av t go p to • ed Bluff in a day or two to poke 
my nos into ~1tu tion that soums like it came out of the 
imagination of E. s . oardnor. 

I believe Louise will g t some p1ctur s of th h use 
off to u before long nd e hope y u ill n ge t et ut 
this way at the first opportunity. Give my best to Tm and 
tho oth rs around the office nd warmest r gards nd affection 
tor yaurselt . 

Sincerely, 



October 17 t 1958 

Miss Dorothy Murphy 
Harvard Medioal Alumni Association 
2; Shattuck Street 
Boston 1,, Massachusetts 

Dear Dorothy• 

1>re were delighted to receive your nice letter 
and are very happy you liked the pictures. 

It will be impossible for me to get to Boston 
in time for the Dartmouth game on Saturday. I will 
probably be arriving either Sunday night or Monday 
morning . I have to lecture on both Monday and Tuesday 
and so I hope there will be an opportunity for us to 
have dinner or at least a drink or two while I am there . 

My very best to Tom and everyone around the 
place and I look forward to seeing you soon. 

With lots or love and good wishes 

ls/rm 



Dr. Richard Ford 
Harvard Medical School 
25 Shattuck Street 
Boston, Massaahuaetta 

Dear Dicks 

November 19, 1958 

I have just returned trom my trip East and 
this is just a note to thank you and Hope for a most 
delightful time while I was in Boston . Parker Glass 
was good enough to take care of the expenH: money and 
I have already received the oheok for the oxpenses and 
the generous honorarium. 

I don't know what t ime you fellows left tha 
Arab Night Club but there was plenty ot action whi l e 
I was there. It certainly was a very enjoyable evening. 

With warmest regards to you both 

Sincerely, 

LeMoyne Snyder, M,D. 

IS/rm 



December 29, 19;8 

Dear Dorothy: 

I presume that by now you are back at work 
and trying to recover from the effects ot a wonderful 
Christmas . 

This is just a note to tell you how much I 
am enjoying the wonderful book you sent me which was in• 
scribed by Dr. Churchill. He has done a most marvelous 
job in od1t1ng allot the material which bas gone into 
this fine pieoe of work . Thanks a million for sanding it 
to me and also many thanks tor going t~ the trouble of 
getting Dr. Churohill'e inscription. 

We are having a wonderful holiday- here and 
are enjoying beautiful weather . Susie and John are both 
home and we are enjoying the place although it is a little 
too cold to try out the pool. We all hope that you can 
find your way out here next summer and I look forward to 
seeing you again in Boston next spring. 

Alain, many thanks and all best. 

Sincerely, 

LS/rm 



January 22, 1960 

Capt. Frances o. Lee 
The Rocks 
Littleton, New Hampshire 

Dear Mrs. Leez 

As is usually the case at this time of year 
I am trying to prepare my schedule for this coming Spring 
and it would help greatly if I knew the date for the 
Spring Seminar in Homicide Investigation at Hurvard if 
you caro to have me lecture again this Spring. Several 

· m nths ago I accepted un invitation to lecture at Norman, 
Oklahoma on May 2 3 and 4, and on top of t I have a 
very important trial ci ing up in Providence , Rhode Island 
which 1s coming at about the same time alt ough I do not 
have a definite date on that as yet 

At present Erle is down in Baja . California 
and I haven't heard a word from him for several weeks. 
You doubtless saw the fine write-~p about him in the Jan
uary 18th issue of NEWSWEEK. 

We enjoyed so much receiving your beautiful card 
and I hope that you are feeling well and fit to withstand 
the rigorous New Hampshire winters. This is the middle of 
the rainy season in California and when it starts to rain 
it seems like it would never stop . 

With all good wishes and I look forward to seeing 
you soon. 

·sincerely, 

LMS/vs LeMoyne Snyder, M.D. 



STRAIGHT WIRE TO: 

Mrs. Frances G. Lee 
The Rocks 
Littleton, New Hampshire 

©ONFIRM DATES OF MAY 9 AND 10 ron SPRING SEMINAR 

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder 

By telephone 1-28- 1 60, 10:55 a.m./vs 
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September 23, 1961 

Miss Dorothy Murphy 
Executive Secretary 
Harvard Medical Alumni Association 
2S Shattuck Street 
Boston 15, Massachusetts 

Dear Doroth71 

Unfortunately I won't be getting back 
to Harvard to lecture this Fall and shall miss 
seeing 7ou again . I didn't hear from 141's. Lee 
this Summer about the Fall Seminar and had about 
concluded that her health didn't permit her to 
put on- another. Then suddenly I received word 
that sho was going to put on a program and wanted 
me to lecture on November 13th and 14th. By that 
time I bad made other commitments and it was im
possible to come . 

I suapeot that this seminar will possibly 
be the last one that l'U"s. Lea will put on and I 
think that probably they will be abandoned after 
this year. 

We have had a wonderful summer with John, 
Susie and her husband and little John all out here. 
I have been on many interesting murder trials around 
the country and have several more coming up this Fall. 
I hope everything is well with you and hope that we 
can have another visit before too long. 

LMS/vs 
encl . 

\ All best, 

LeMoyne Snyder, M. D. 
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i .Lee, 83, Dies; 
. . I . . . -- . , , , . r1m1no og1st 

missioned an active captain in 
he New Hampshire State Po
ice in 1943-when she was six
y-four-and was its educa
ional director for many years. 

Behind this impressive list of 
olice sleuth activities was a 
hitehaired great;-grandmother 

liho favored Queen Mary hats 
and high-necked blouses. · 

Society Not for Her · 
A gracious, matronly person, 

who Was heiress to an Interna
,,91 tional Harvester qompe.ny for

' tl.!!11- tune, she deserted high society 
ex:£tfu. fcrty years ago. 
~co'rli: "Luckily," she once .related to 

1~~;..,!~~....;~ µ..;;:~=~.:....::::;:11an interviewer, "I was born with 
· a silver spoon in my mouth. It 
: gives me the time and money 
: to follow my hobby of scientific 
i crime detecti_on." 

\ 

: She became fascinated with 
: crime and criminals when she 
! was forty-four. At the time she 

became intrigued with the mys
teries related by a brother who 
sometimes went along with a 
Boston msidlcal examiner on his 
weird duties. 

This interest plus a talent for 
ma.king miniature models 
started her on her ''Nutshell 
Studies of Unexplained Death." 
These showed 'dolls as killers, 
victims, witnesses or police in 
small re-enactinents of mystery 

' and lurid death. 0; 
' ..... 

5-0 Day Seminars 
They were the principal text

book, so to speak, for seasoned 
researchers and policemen. who 
attended .her five-day seminars 
at Harvard. Tpey did not always 
solve the mystery_ eith~r. 

The law, she .,insisted, should 
be more careful in crime detec
tion. As one instance she would 
cite the case of the rnid-West
erner with the angry wife. 
There had been a quarrel, and l 
the wife was found dead. The , 
coroner and jury concluded the · 
husband had knocked her down i 
and caused her death. And the ' 
accused went to the peneten- . 
tiary, protesting all the way. 

, When the body was exhumed 
an ,autopsy. showed that al
·though the man had bit her, i 
she ha.d died of apoplexy . She 
should not have worked herself , 
into such a rage. The husband , 
was freed. · 
• > 

Hall All the Details- \ 
Mrs . i;.ee•s black-walled t~bJ ;, 

leaux would include· all the de- f 
tails necessary to solve a crime. f 

!students were given ninety 
!minutes to probe w~th small 
flashlights. The miniatures were 
so accurate, that in one a tiny 
mousetrap actuaily worked and , 
in another, the carpet sweep.er 
operated. 

,Surviving are a daughter, 
Mrs. Charles F. Batchelder 2d,, al 
son. John G. 'Lee, five grand
thffdren and twelve great
gra11dch1)dren. 
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January 11, 1964 

Miss Dorothy Murphy 
Executive Secretary 
Harvard Medical Alumni Association 
25 Shattuck Street 
Boston 15, Massachusetts 

Dear Dorothya 

Things are just beggining to get back 
to normal aftar a wonderful Holiday Season. The 
whole family was here and Susie and Ron and the two 
babies just left yerterday. 

We are cl.slighted to hear you are coming 
to California this summer and want you to make a 
stop at Paradise for as long as you can stay. It 
has been several years since your last trip and, 
while things haven't ohanged much, I think you 
should see this country again. 

I don't get to Boston any more although 
I think they are still holding some of the seminars. 
Consequently the chances to see you and get all the 
dope are very limited. 

All best and we look forward to a nice 
visit this summer. 

Sincerely, 

LMS/vr LeMoyne Snyder, M.D . 



March 11, 1964 

Mrs. Patricia A. Tarter 
Harvard Medical Alumni Association 
25 Shattuck Street 
Boston 15, Massachusetts 

Dear Mrs . Tarter: 

I am flattered to be selected to contribute an 
article to the Bulletin --- a publication which I enjoy 
immensely. At the present time I am involved in so many 
affairs all across the country that I don't see how I can 
possibly produce anything suitable during the next few months. 

For several years I have been intensely interested 
in the plight of innocent persons who are convicted of murder 
or other serious crimes. In a considerable portion of these 
the conviction was the result of medical testimony by doctors 
who were incompetent to testify on the question involved. 
For the most part our mBdical schools are completely blind to 
the importance and the possibility of the subject. In fact 
during the past ten years virtually all of the impetus and 
advance has been stimulated by the legal profession --- not 
the medical. The lawyers want it but the doctors won't give 
it. Our medical schools have not advanced beyond the concept 
that legal medicine and pathology are one and the same thing. 
The American Medical Association does not even recognize legal 
medicine as a separate entity and in fact in their recent 
directory has me labeled simply as "not in practice". It is 
little wonder that the status of legal medicine in the United 
States is substantially lower than that it enjoys in other 
countries. 

I hope to find time at some future date to contri
bute an article along this general line but as things stand 
now I am sorry to have to beg off. Many thanks for writing 
me and tell Dorothy we are anticipating her visit with great 
enthusiasm. 

Sincerely, 

LMS/vr 



HARVARD MEDICAL ALUMNI AssocIATION 

25 SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON 15, MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder 
3717 Bachanan Road 
San Francisco 23 
California February 18th, 1964 

Dear Dr. Snyder: 

I have just been talking to Miss Dorothy Murphy who told me that you 
have a most prolific pen (or typewriter), and would be just the person to 
ask to write an article for our Harvard Medical Alumni Bulletin. And that 
is exactly the purpose of this letter. I do wish you would consider writing 
something for us. As you might guess we are ever embroiled in a search for 
feature articles from our alumni, and from what Miss Murphy has told me it 
seems incredible we have not made any overtures to you long before this. 
NOTE: I have just checked in our files and found a letter from Dr. John 
Brooks, 1956 vintage, and a reply from you in 1957, in which you said you 
hoped to have an "opportunity to turn out something sometime." Most self
ishly, I hope this is the time. 

As you may already know our feature articles usually run between 
2,000-3,000 words, and we like to use illustrations. Our next deadline, 
for the spring issue, will be March 13th. 

I shall be most interested to hear from you. 

Sincerely yours, 

./~ • ~ ~/_/1. 
-?cJvvt... CA. "'- C:f / (...-vir·l-~ -------

(Mrs) Patricia A. Tarter 
Assistant Editor 

P.S. Dorothy has just called me,and she sends you her love and will 
see you in June. 



February 7, 1964 

Dear Dorothya 

Louise and I are tickled to 
death at the idea or your visiting us in 
June. We are planning on going to Paris 
for a meeting the latter part of May but 
undoubtedly will be back in plenty of time 
tor the meeting 1n San Francisco. We ought 
to have a chance to dig some mora gold and 
have some fun. 

It's too bad to hear about the 
sorry state 1n the department of legal medicine. 
I will appreciate it if you will keep me in
formed about developments. 

All best, 

LMS/vr 



HARVARD MEDICAL ALUMNI AssocIATION 

" 
25 SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON 15,MASSACHUSETTS 

Dear LeMoyne: 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

February 4, 1964 

You were a dear to take time to write me such a nice letter with an 
invitation to visit you. If there is one place on earth I want to visit it 
is the Snyders in Paradise and I do hope it can be arranged. Lang and 
I are going to be in San Francis co for an Alumni II Cocktail Party or 
Dinner 11 at the Bohemian Club on Monday, June 22. (Previous to that 
we are supposed to be in Seattle. ) I hope I can arrange a visit with you 
following the San Francisco party. 

When I have a more definite schedule, I will write you and do hope 
we can get together. 

My love to you and Louise. I certainly am thrilled with the hope of 
seeing you. 

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder 
325 Valley View Drive 
Paradise, California 

Sincerely, 

Dorothy Murphy 
Executive Secretary 

P. S. The whole department of Legal Medicine is a mess, Shields Warren 
takes over as Acting Head very soon. 

dm 



May 18th, 1964 

Dear Dorothy: 

Just a note to remind you that we 
are looking forward to your visit to California 
next month. I probably will be in San Francisco 
for some of' the sessions and if' so there will be 
no problem in driving you up to Paradise. The 
weather is usually beautiful in June and it will 
be wonderful to see you again. 

I took on the job £or Northern Calif
ornia in connection with A PROGRAM FOR HARVARD 
MEDICINE. Consequently I am having to do an 
awf'ul lot of' driving to cover the territory. 
Last Thursday I drov~ 400 miles just to talk to 
two doctors so you can see it is quite a job. 

I 
Our very/ best wishes to you and we 

look £orward to yiur visit with great enthusiasm. 

/ 

I 
/ Sincerely, 

Mias Do~othy Murphy 
Harvar,C'?i Medical Alumni Association 
25 S1Y.Attuck Street 
Bos~,on 15, Massachusetts 



HARVARD MEDICAL ALUMNI Ass ocIATION 

O f"FI C E O F THE 
DIRECTO R 

Dear LeMoyne: 

25 SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON 151 MASSACHUSETTS 

April 21, 1964 

My plans for California are still in a 
state of flux. I may go out earlier than 
planned for a wedding and then go up to Seattle 
for an Alumni Meeting on the 18th, returning 
to San Francisco on the 20th. After June 
22nd (the night of our dinner) my plans are 
indefinite but I hope a trip to Paradise can 
be fitted in. 

I will write you in early June so you 
will have word from me on your return from 
Paris. Have a wonderful trip. 

~--
Dorothy Murphy~ 

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder 
325 Valley View Drive - Box 1125 
Paradise, California 



HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

Le Moyne Snyder, M.D. 
325 Valley View Drive 
Paradise, California 95969 

Dear Doctor Snyder: 

OFFICE OF THE OEAN 

August 14, 1964 

Thank you for your gift of $2,000 to A Program for Harvard 
Medicine. It demonstrates your personal appreciation of the 
opportunities that exist for improving our national health by 
strengthening this wellspring of medical education. 

I also want to thank you for your help and counsel in 
organizing the Alumni campaign in Upper California. Your re
sponse to the needs of Harvard for leadership typifies a high 
standard of loyalty to the University for which we are all 
grateful. 

With best wishes, 

GPB/lo 
(dictated by Dr. Berry 
but signed in his absence) 

Sincerely yours, 

George Packer Berry, 
Dean 



PRESIDENT AND TRUSTEES 
OF 

THE HARVARD MEDICAL CENTER 

August 13, 1964 

Dear Doctor Snyder: 

On beha.J.f of the President alld. Trustees 
of the Harvard Medical. Center, this will 
acknowledge and thank you for your gift 
of $400 to be applied toward your pledge 
of $2000 to A Program for Harvard Medicine. 

Dr. Le Mayne Snyder 

Sincerely' yours, 

~et.t9.~~ 
~ 

Laurence O. Pratt 
Program Manager 

325 Valley View Drive 
Paradise, Cal.if'ornia 95969 



• 
A PROGRAM FOR HARVARD MEDICINE 
107 AVENUE LOUIS PASTEUR, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02115 

General Chairman 

Ridley Watts 

Vice Chairman 

Thayer Cumings 

National Alumni Chairman 

Claude E . Forkner, M.D. 

Executive Committee 

Nathan M. Pusey 
George P. Berry, M.D. 
Paul C. Cabot 
Frederick C. Crawford 
Douglas Donald, M.D. 
Albert J. Erdmann, Jr., M.D. 
Walter S. Franklin 
R. Walter Graham, Jr., M.D. 
Courtlandt S. Gross 
R. Keith Kane 
John H. Lawrence, M.D. 
John L. Loeb 
Robert F. Loeb, M.D. 
Russel H. Patterson, M.D. 
Robert M. Stecher, M.D. 
John J. Toohy 
Howard Ulfelder, M.D. 
George G. Walker 
J. Harris Ward 
Pl,flip H. Watts 
Frederic B. Whitman 

National Committee 

Charles F . Bound 
Donald F. Bush 
Ward M. Canaday 
Benjamin W. Carey, M.D. 
Robert Cutler 
Cornelius C. Felton 
Henry U. Harris 
John L. J. Hart 
Robert Homans 
Chnrles B. Huggins, M.D. 
Devereux C. Josephs 
Rnlph Lowelf 
Henry H. Meyer 
Herbert C. Moffitt, Jr., M.D. 
J. Reed Morss 
Thomas F. Oakes 
William R. Pitts, M.D. 
H. Irving Pratt 
John R. Quarles 
Sidney R. Rabb 
James R. Reynolds 
Joseph T. Walke.r,Jr· 
Robertson D. War 
Alexander M. White 
Rob.ert Winthrop 

Treasurer 

William W. Wolbach 

Program Manager 

Laurence 0. Pratt 

Asst. to General Chairman 

Edward E. Delaney 

Public Relations DirectOf' 

Bayley F. Mason 

Field Manager 

David 0. Smith 

LeMoyne Snyder, M. D. 
325 Valley View Drive 
Drawer S 
Paradise, California 95969 

Dear Doctor Snyder: 

Telephone: 734-3300 

September 9, 1964 

Thank you for your letter of August 6 which I re
ceived on returning from vacation. Your detailed ac
counting of the response made by each Alumnus in your 
area was most informative -- another indication of the 
time and energy you have devoted to approaching the 
prospects in your area. 

I will be in touch with you in the near future to 
discuss how we might gain further support for the Pro
gram in Upper California. 

Very sincerely, 

~~__,LJ) 
(Mrs. ) Barbara Kislak 

BK :lm 
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June 9, 1964 

Dear Dorothy, 

WELCOME TO CALIFORNIA! ! l 

We were delighted to receive your 
note and look Corward to seeing you. Either 
Louise or I drive back and forth to San Fran
cisco at leaet once a week and we can arrange 
to drive you up f'or a visit when it.is con
venient to you. I am sure we oan work out an 
arrangement that will f'it both of' our schedule•. 

When it is convenient why don't you 
call me collect here in Paradise and our number 
is J\rea Code 916---877-5579• It will be 
wonderf'ul to hear your voice and we can work out 
a satisfactory arrangement for your visit. 

All best and have a wonderful time. 

/ 

Mi•• Dorothy Murphy 
Cli:ft Hotel 
San Francisco, ¢alifornia 

Sincerely, 

.. 
,.. 



HARVARD MEDICAL ALUMNI AssocIATION 

" 
25 SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON )S, MASSACHUSETTSO , 

O F FIC E O F T HE. 
DIRE C T O R 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

September 17, 1964 

Dear Dr. Snyder: 

Since returning from my vacation I have 
been reviewing gifts and pledges to the Program 
for Harvard Medicine received during the summer 
and was very much pleased to note your contribution 
of $400 as a first payment on a pledge of $2,000. 
The record of Alumni giving to this Program has 
been most gratifying, and we are all hopeful that 
our goal will be reached by the time the Program 
concludes at the end of the current academic year. 

I am delighted to have the opportunity 
to send you this brief note of personal thanks, not 
only for the gift itself, but even more for this 
evidence of your feeling of responsibility to help 
the Program for Harvard Medicine succeed. 

Dr. Le Moyne Snyder 
325 Valley View Drive 
Paradise, California 

Sincerely yours, 
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April 12th 1965 

Dear Dorothy: 

Am I in a jam! ! ! 

It all came about because one of my 
close friends, Lloyd Vale, has a daughter by 
the name of Barbara Marx who is an artist and 
incidentally she is a very good artist. At any 
rate sometime ago Barbara and her father got 
the idea that I was such a world renowned figure 
that Harvard Medical School would like to have 
my portrait. Consequently she wrote Dr. Berry 
offering to present my portrait to the school. 
Of course I had no idea that anything of the 
sort was contemplated or in the wind. 

I can appreciate that H.M.S. would 
have about as much use for my portrait as it 
would for a solid gold medal presented by the 
American Chiropractic Association. But I don't 
know what to do. The portrait is now finished 
and I think it is an excellent likeness. Barbara 
received a very nice reply from Dr. Berry which 
apparently did not close the door on her offer 
but stated that a committee would have to approve 
it, etc., etc. 

When I learned about it I didn't want 
to go behind their backs and write Dr. Berry and 
so I am writing you who have always been my chief 
fixer but unfortunately I don 1 t even know what 
to suggest that you do. These people are wonder
ful friends and naturally I don't want to offend 
them or appear ungrateful and consequently was 
born this dtlemma. 



August 31, 1965 

Dear Dorothy: 

Here is a copy of the story 
about the picture that appeared in the 
Chico paper. Needless to say I am vecy 
pleased and flattered with the way every
thing has turned out and I am sure that it 
must be an inspiration to Shields Warren to 
have my picture hanging over his head. At 
any rate it turned out to be a very rewarding 
affair and I know that you had a finger in 
the pie to bring about this happy conclusion. 

I hope you were finally able to 
get in your vacation with the Kazanjians. 
We have had a wonderful summer here with 
very pleasant weather and many gueete from 
time to time. Plan a trip out this way soon 
as wear• always anxious to see you. 

All best, 

\ 
\ 



August 3, 1965 

Dear Dorothy: 

I was delighted to receive your letter 
and am both amazed and pleased to hear that the 
portrait has been placed in the Department of Legal 
Medicine. Also I am sure that Barbara Marx will be 
extremely gratified that her portrait has been 
accepted. It is to be hoped that the Department of 
Legal Medicine can get on it's feet and make a great 
contribution to research in this field. Certainly 
there is a need for it and a great vacuum of infor
mation that needs to be filled. 

We have had a busy and pleasant summer. 
Early in June John was married in the chapel at Mills 
College in Oakland to Kay Stephenson of Phoenix and 
of course they are now living in Washington, D.C. 
We have had the usual run of visitors and guests and, 
with unusually pleasant and cool weather, we have had 
a delightful time. 

I was sorry to hear about your illness last 
winter and all the distress caused by your allergic 
reaction. This coming vacation should do a lot to 
pep you up and get you in shape for a new, big year. 
Possibly later this fall Louise and I may come east 
as we would like to see the Fair before it closes and 
visit the newlyweds in Washington as well as seeing 
Susie and Ron and the family in East Lansing. Ron 
will receive his Master's Degree at the end of this 
summer school and then he intends to come out this way 
to look for a job. Consequently it is quite likely 
they may all be out here in September. 

Again many thanks for everything and Louise 
and I hope you can find your way out here before long. 
Flying is delightful and wonderful when you get used 
to it. 

All beat, 



Auguet 16~ 1965 

Dean George Packer Berry 
25 Sbattuok Street 
Boeton 15, Maasaohusetts 

Dear ~ootor Berry: 

I am both amazed and pleased at 
the thought of my portrait hanging in the 
Department of Legal Medicine in the Harvard 
Medical School. While it is an honor quite 
undeserved I am none the lees very proud. 

Upon your retirement I wish to 
extend my personal thanks to you tor all 
the wonderful things you have done for the 
school and I trust that the years ahead will 
be truittul and.enjoyable. 

Again many thanks. 

Sincerely, 

LMS/vr LeMoyne Snyder. M,D. 



HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder 
325 Valley View Drive 
Drawer S 
Paradise, California 

Dear Doctor Snyder: 

OFFICIE OF THE DEAN 

August 2, 1965 

Dorothy Murphy showed me your letter to her of April 12. Let 
me assure you immediately that you are not, and never have 
been, in any sort of a jam with respect to the delightful 
contribution that the daughter of one of your close friends, 
Barbara Vale Marx, wished to make to you and the Harvard 
Medical School by making it possible for us to have her 
portrait of you. 

As I gather you have long since learned from Dottie and from 
Mrs. Marx, this matter has been progressing smoothly and 
happily -- the portrait arrived last May, unmarred by the 
viscissitudes of its long trip from California, as Mrs. Marx 
was informed by my secretary, Mrs. Jackson, who wrote to 
her on May 12. 

From the enclosed copy of my letter of even date to Mrs. Marx, 
you will be brought completely up to date. To avoid being 
repetitious, suffice it to say to you how delighted we are to 
have in our Department of Legal Medicine, her fine likeness of 
our distinguished alumnus of the Class of 1923. 

In the hope that you and the family are having a pleasant 
summer, I am, 

Sinc ~u~ 
George Packer Berry, M. D. 

GPB:mrj 



COPY 

Mrs. Barbara Vale Marx 
1228 Downing Avenue 
Chico, California 

Bear Mrs. Marx 

HARVARD MEDICAL S CHOOL 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

25 SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02115 

August 2, 1965 

The arrival of your fine portrait of Dr. LeMoyne Snyder last May 
coincided with the busiest period of our academic year. OWing to 
the dedication of the Countway Library of Medicine, we were busier 
than usual. (Because you may be interested in reading about our 
superb new facility, I take pleasure in enclosing a copy of the 
program of the dedication exercises on May 26 and 27 and of the 
Summer issue of the Harvard Medical AJ.umni Bulletin, in which you 
will find a number of photographs. ) 

I have mentioned these facts to explain why it has taken so long to 
go through the formalities. Now that everything is settled, you 
should know that your portrait is hanging over the desk of the 
Director of the Department of Legal Medicine. It looks very well 
in its new setting, where its location is not only appropriate but 
felicitous because the lighting is perfect. Dr. Shiel.ds Warren 
(HMS '23), Professor of Pathology and Chief of Services at the New 
England Deaconess Hospital -- Dr. Warren is currently serving also 
as Director of our Department of Legal Medicine -- is delighted to 
have this portrait where he can see it often, owing to his high 
regard for Dr. Snyder. 

Thank you for your generous gift to the Harvard Medical School. 
It would be difficult to think of a more satisfying way to exhibit 
your friend~hip for your and your father's great friend. 

In the hope that you are having a pleasant summer, I am, 

GPB: mrj ✓ 
cc: Dr. Snyder 

Sincerely yours, 

George Packer Berry, M. D. 



HARVARD MEDICAL ALUMNI AssocIATION 

25 SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02115 

O FFI C E OF THE DIRECTOR 

April 26, 1968 

To all Alumni -

You are cordially invited to attend Alumni Day, to be 
held on Friday, May 31, 1968. See the Spring issue of the 
Alumni Bulletin for the Program. 

Enclosed is a copy of the 1965 amended Constitution and 
the 1968 suggested revision. This revision is to be voted on 
at the Business Meeting on Alumni Day. 

It is important that you exercise your right to VOTE 
for Councilors. The names and pictures ·of the six candi
dates appear in the Spring issue of the Alumni Bulletin as 
does the BALLOT to check and return by May 24th. 

In connection with the A.M.A. meetings to be held in 
San Francisco, June 16-20, 1968, the Alumni Association has 
organized a Social Hour from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. on Monday, 
June 17th, at the Bohemian Club. If you are to be in San 
Francisco at this time, we hope you will join the HMS'ers 
for hors d'oeuvres and cocktails - $5.00 per person. WOMEN 
ARE INVITED. Please return your reservation card on or before 
June 1, 1968. 

We look forward to seeing you here on Alumni Day and, if 
possible, in San Francisco on June 17th. 

P.S. BE SURE TO VOTE!!! 

Si~ely, . 

~d:Za~0.~--
Director 

Dorothy Mur 
Associate Director 

BE SURE TO VOTE!!! 

BE SURE TO VOTE !!! 
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HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

215 SHATTUCK STREET 

BO!ITON, MASSACHUSETTS 021115 

REGENT ,4.33100 

Dear Alumni and Parents: 

OP-FICE OF THE DEAN 

June, 1970 

Many alumni and parents of our medical students, in recent weeks, have 
expressed their concern over events which took place in our academic community; 
events which had their base in actions taken by the federal government in South
east Asia and by local and state police and militia on college campuses in this 
country. 

I can readily understand these concerns. I share them. 

There is, I believe, one fact that we as administrators, teachers, students, 
parents and alumni should bear in mind during these troublesome days. 

It is this. Each of us, in the final analysis, speaks and acts as an indi
vidual. As individuals, for example, we may agree on the broad goals which we 
feel our nation should attain. But, we may disagree on the means of obtaining 
them. Each of us sincerely seeks for peace. But we may disagree on how present 
conflicts should end and peace be realized. 

We may agree that our system for the delivery of medical care to all segments 
of our population has failed. Yet, we may disagree on the ways in which the system 
should be changed. 

We may agree that it is important for our sons and daughters as well as our
selves to be concerned ~bout our life and times. Yet, we may disagree on the 
nature and the extent of our personal involvement in these concerns. 

The point I seek to make .. is this: However we view the wave of student unrest 
that has deeply involved the Medical School, we should expect that these concerns 
will not abate but will persist in the political arena throughout the summer and 
autumn. I firmly believe that if we approach these needs for change as reasonable 
men and women we will be assured that the changes wrought will be in the best inter
ests of all the people in our nation. 

I had thought, in the form of a report, that I would attempt to chronicle all 
of the spring's activities at the Medical School. But most of you, as you have read 
the letters or heard personally from your sons and daughters, or have attended the 
Alumni Day ceremonies, have been well briefed on these activities. I should point 
out that appropriate observances, reflecting both the depth of concern and the sad
ness experienced by the majority of those in the medical area, were held without 
interfering with the clinical care of patients or interrupting any vital portion of 
the curriculum. 
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However, I do wish to convey to you, both as an individual and as Dean of 
the Faculty of Medic:l.ne, my awn concerns on these times. 

My personal convictions on the war in Indochina are a matter of record. With
out assuming a political posture in my capacity as Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, 
I must nonetheless stress that this war with its attendant inflation, curtailment 
of federal grants and student tmrest has threatened the fabric of every medical 
school in this country. On March 23 of this year I had the opportunity of speaking 
before a large group of the Harvard Medical Alumni of Southern California in Los 
Angeles. In response to questions from several alumni on that occasion, I pointed 
out that the Harvard Medical School is not immune from the consequences of this 
war nor from the turbulence in our society. Universities as social institutions 
are extraordinarily vulnerable and it would be hubris, indeed, to suggest that the 
Medical School can pursue its mission in a detached and tranquil manner. 

Neither should we ignore the fact, as I noted in an address to members of the 
25th reunion class, that a majority of students view the world's problems differently 
than many of us do -- particularly the Vietnamese war, but also the problems of race 
and the suppression of dissent. 

We are coming to learn, perhaps, that "participatory democracy" is what our 
American system is all about. And, we are also learning as perhaps John Donne 
knew we would when in his "Devotions" he noted that "no man is an island, entire 
of itself ••. any man's death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind". 

As physicians, as fathers, sons, mothers and daughters of physicians, it seems 
we can be involved to no lesser degree. 

June, 1970 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Ebert, M.D. 
Dean 
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• HARVARD MEDICAL ALUMNI AssocIATION 
, 25 SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02115 

Office of the 



April 21st, 1970 

Miss Dorothy Murphy 
Harvard Medical School 
2 5 Shattuck Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02115 

Dear IDorothy: 

As on many previous occasions, when I ""-disturbed 
and figure I am probably a candidate fo h \ therapy, I tufn to you 
for a good cry on your shoulder. Th / use o y present deep concern 
was the report of the Dean that I ived a ' weeks ago and have read 
and reread. 

0 

( r ., I .:i f or •the 'U . . 
identifie·cHnith Haw 
misgivings about;th 

century that l have be~n tlosely 
assailed by grave doubts and 
is taking ' the school. 

uq :cr.J l'or"lEixa t me -that, on the ·whole, the alumni 

• 

have contributed gene , .______..- ppdr:t of the institution and the ex-
planation has frequ ly b -----..AA•-·d that a large portion of such funds are 
expended, fc,ifi ·cttolarslilps for deservtngT students. Now---in this report I 
r~aa,'thst lt{~e ':t s a -SDS . oup that m~de an imJjertln~nt and outrageous demand 
on the sGh~dl- ecfmin1s:tr on-with r~spect td'Bome Thousing which the school 
desired to dO v rt1 to Olfipt uses. ,Instead oft-hose rascals being bounced aut 
of ·scliool pro it s .:rain"sure would have •happened in •mY day, here I am 
astoun'1iecPto ftntlt-tb t thEFadnUnistratioil not only listened to them but• to an 
extent at least acceded to the.1r demands I - What in the ·Wor-ld has happened? 
I'. ~· 
,.,~, , · I have inot rand never have had.the slightest ··interest or concern 

about the ethnic or raatahlbackground of persons accepted as students in the 
medical school. As long as any young person could qualify scholastically 
for studying medicine at Harvard I have believed that he shoulJ be admitted, 
subject only to the capacity of the school to accommodate him. But now I 

nL r.n 
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August 11th, 1970 

Dear Dorothy: 

It was such a delight to receive yo ( letter although 
I was sorry to hear the sad news about Dick Fora. irom what little 
I had seen of Dick over the past five or six y:ears 1 ~eemed to me 
that he was gradually deteriorating all that-time-afl€l c~nsequently his 
tragic end is not too much of a surprise. 

The situation in al or educational institutions 
(including H. M • S • ) has been m di ng. In my opinion, the 
major portion of the responsibi 1 for sent sad state of affairs 
can be laid directly at the doors ( es ents of these institutions. 
I~ m9si instances they have simply ab ndoned all common sense and 
have' tu rned their backs· whe1rt ey ne to c~>nfront a bad situation. 

For dent of U .C.L.A. recently hired 
a Negro woman · vowed Communist and who spends 
~ rqer in other areas • Then they 

d be Just like opening ~fl fine 
· · salad chef. 

- ~ . t 

,dozen , studeq.ts were 
t punis erit do you 

). 

J ,,) ', 
n the main trou e :on e campuses 

is that no-one hows w o is ' fo 'charge • . 'I am.;not 'a stranger to this sort 
of situation as I was born on the campus of what is now Michigan State 
University during the time my father was President. Occasionally things 
would happen that required correcting, but thei Point is everyone knew 
who was in charge and there was no nonsense ~uch as kowtowing to the 
S.D.S. In my father's time an outfit like that w,ould have been disposed 
of in about thirty minutes • 

\ 
\ 

' \ 

\ 
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COMMITTEE FOR THE FRIENDS OF 

DOROTHY MURPHY 

Committee 

WILLIAM W. BABSON, '30 
F. SARGENT CHEEVER, '36 
PERRY J, CULVER, '41 
HUGH A. MacMILLAN, JR., '40 
WILLIAM R. PITTS, '33 
CURTIS PROUT, '41 
ELMER C. RIGBY, '42 

Dear Friend of Dorothy Murphy --

April, 1971 

For more than 50 years, Dorothy Murphy has given unselfish 
and devoted service to the Harvard Medical School, first in the 
office of the Registrar and then as Associate Director of the 
Harvard Medical Alumni Association. She will retire on June 30, 
1971 to the profound regret of the thousands of Alumni to whom 
she has been valued friend and confidante. 

We understand that a number of individuals and classes have 
been wondering how to give her tangible manifestation of their 
affection and gratitude. Several of us who have become a self
constituted ad hoc Committee for the Friends of Dorothy Murphy 
suggest that nothing would give her greater and more lasting 
satisfaction than the establishment of a Dorothy A. Murphy 
Scholarship Fund. The principal of the Fund is to be maintained 
in perpetuity among the other scholarship endowments of the 
Harvard Medical School. The income will be expended for support 
of one or more students who will be the honored recipients of 
this special award. 

Dorothy knows nothing about this Fund, and we ask your 
cooperation in not revealing its existence until a formal announ
cement is made on Alumni Day, June 4. We feel certain that she 
will be pleased and touched by this gesture -- which is so much 
more meaningful than the routine presentation of a personal gift 
and so much in keeping with her own thoughtfulness for others. 
Her efforts to raise funds for student aid through the Alumni 
Fund are well known to you. We hope you agree with your fellow 
Alumni that a scholarship fund in her name will be an appropriate 
extension of her interests and lifework at the same time as it 
stands as a deeply-felt expression of the admiration and esteem 
of her friends. 

,, 
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Your committee hopes that all of you will join in assuring 
that the Fund is over-subscribed. The minimum amount necessary 
to establish a named, endowed fund on the books of Harvard Uni
versity is $50,000. This is a considerable sum, but well within 
reach if all of those who have enjoyed her friendship and bene
fited from her dedication will contribute generously. Small 
gifts are welcome, of course, but the goal will not be achieved 
unless these are balanced by a large number of contributions in 
sizeable amounts. The larger the total given, the better demon
stration of the Alumni's love for a great lady. For many of us 
Dorothy Murphy is the Harvard Medical School. Let's do our best 
to show how much they both mean to us. 

If you wish to spread your gift over a period of time, 
please no~e this on the pledge card enclosed for your convenience. 
But return it, preferably with a check (or appreciated securities), 
without delay. All gifts, which are tax deductible, should be 
made payable to Harvard University. 

Because Dorothy is not being informed of this appeal -- and 
hopefully will not hear of it until Alumni Day -- the names of 
all contributors to the Fund will be inscribed in a special book
let that will be presented to her when the Fund is completed. 

for the Committee 

Enclosures 



May 5th, 1971 

Dear Dorothy: 

We haven't forgotten abo 1~ your 
visit this coming season ;\nd we are loo i r g 
forwar( to it with a great deal of eagern s. It 
is less than a month now before, ye u--,"'-L.1.-'-J 
volved in the Class Day exercises an 
suppose you will attend the A c::onventio 
usual. 

Last ht a boat that 
had belonged to Erle 
it down on Lake Orovil ..,.~·- ·· u may recall 
was create.- · Thi.1 new lake 
consists p nyons of the 
Feather Ri of the most 
beautiful ates with a shore 
line of ov re are having an enormous 
amount of oat and I think you will -----~ /et 1-t too • r ect to be home all sum mer 

/ ·o any time that fits in with your plans 1 s O . K. 
with us. e main thing is we want to see you 

~~ All best wishes and lots of love. 

l.MS/vr 



May 13th, 1971 

Marshall Houts, Esq. 
313 Emerald Bay 

_J\ 
Laguna Beach, California 92 6S 1 

Dear Marsh: 

Man i anks fo r ;.)ending the financial 
material from the TIM~ I J09Ked it through and was 
astounded to find it so~ ad'curate. For example it 
doesn't even~rth MAR HALL HOUTS ASSOCIATES 
among the O ' arge t ndu~~s in California. 

interested to know what 
mind for the future. I sort 
couldn't come up with any 

,re &OB le waY...-u.L-..e-uending such a huge sum so soon 
, nd that the whom program had been drastically cut. 

1 This is ju a hunch and I could be wrong • 

I had not heard about the Coroners 
"eetin Lake Tahoe before. It is just possible 

ouise and I might get up there for a day or so. 

All best, 

LeMoyne Snyder, M.D. 
I.MS/vr 



T MEDICINE, ANATOMY AND SURGERY IJ1 

MARSHALL HOUTS 

Editor-in-Chief 

3 13 Emerald Bay 
Laguna Beach, California 92651 

(714) 494-4896 

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder 
325 Valley View Drive, 
Drawer S 
Paradise, California 95969 

Dear LeMoyne: 

May 11, 1971 

Here is some more of the same material which the Times 
puts out annually. It is pretty interesting stuff. 

I had a delightful visit with Dave McCandless last week in 
Louisville and he paid you some most flattering compliments. 
I restrained myself and did absolutely nothing to detract from them. 

I had a real interesting meeting with the LEAA people in 
Washington. They have asked me to submit a list of consultants in 
the forensic sciences to them, which I am doing. Naturally, I am 
including your name as one of the leaders in forensic medicine. 
One of the associate directors said that really the first book in the 
whole law enforcement field that he remembers is HOMICIDE 
INVESTIGATION. 

We are still snowed under. I got a call from Sam Gerber 
Sunday saying that the Convention for the International Association 
of Coroners and Medical Examiners will be held in Lake Tahoe 
the week of June 21. I told him that Mary and I would try to make 
at least a part of this meeting. Why don't you and Louise plan on 
being there? In addition to Sam, Beatty Cotnam and several other 
AAFS members, you will see a group of friends and admirers of 
you and your work. 

Mary joins in sending you both our best. 

Sincerely yours, 

MH:am 
A MATTHEW BENDER PUBLICATION 



May 17th, 1971 

Miss Dorothy Murphy 
Associate Director 
Harvard Medical Alumni Associatio 
2 5 Shattuck Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Dorothy: 

w m you and I am 
delighted that yo ake a new history 
of Harvard Medica ainly are the best 
qualified person o o an I am looking for-
ward to seei finished. 

d I are still looking forward 
, your visit o __ ,,,, .. .,,.,. and I think you will have no 

f culty in licking your fear of flying. All it takes 
is l:lt-tlu:e ..s_,hots of Bourbon and open up a copy of 
THE SUOUS MAN and you will arrive at your 

tion before you realize you have taken off. From 
e on there is nothing to it. 

Lots -Jf love from both of us and we 
congratulate you on your new undertaking. 

LeMoyne Snyder, M. D. 
1-MS/vr 



HARVARD MEDICAL ALUMNI AssoCIATION 

25 SHATTUCK 5TREET 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02115 

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder 
Drawer "5" 
325 Valley View Drive 
Paradise, California 95969 

Dear LeMoyne: 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

12 May 1971 

You and Louise are wonderful to invite me to visit you 
next summer. I do wish I could make it, but doubt I will for 
a while but I do thank you and love you both for being so kind 
to me. Sometime later I hope to conquer my fear of flying -
then beware! 

I am hoping to write my memoirs next year and also have been 
commissioned by the Alumni Council to bring up to date the 
"Alumni Roll". Harrington in 1905 wrote the History of the Harvard 
Medical School and included the data on all alumni from 1788 -
1905. Now I am going to begin with 1905 and bring it up to 1971. 
It may be a bigger job than I want to tackle, but I am going to 
give it a try. I will have an office in The Countway Library. 

Again, thank you LeMoyne al!...~-~ouise, and I pray you to 
please keep the "latch string"~ for a visit in the near future. 

Love, 



July 11th, 1.972 

Harvard Medioal School 
o/o Information Deak at V nd 
25 Shattuck Street 
Boston, Mass¾lchusetto -12115 

O.nr Fellow Alumni:" / 

last 1s:3ue of 
lnde<fd. It 
many intol 
reality. 

smothered 

r 

The 

c e--..D..o.r:e y Murphy 
. W . P. Armstrong 

s .nt" ln the 
n makes :;ad reading 

h ston how so 
,completely reject 

LeMoyne Snyder, 1923 



September 11th, 19 72 

Dr. James C. \\'bite 
Harvard Medical Class of 1923 
2 5 Shattuck Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02115 

Dear Jim: 

Ia 
for our 50th Reunio 

~ 
about the plans 

the questloMalre 
was not ~inolu =--=---..... __ .,,_ I wish you would 
tell the o uoh prefer having 
the clamb n give it plenty 
of time. 

and I look forward to 

Le Moyna Snyder, M. D. 



HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 

25 SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02115 

RE:OENT 4•3300 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

Dear Doctor Snyder: 

May 18, 1973 

You are thoughtful indeed to send payment 
in fulfillment of your pledge to the Dorothy A. 
Murphy Scholarship Fund. Thank you for the check 
for $200.00. This, added to the gifts previously 
received, will be of invaluable help to the School 
in meeting our obligations for financial aid to 
students in the coming year. 

With appreciation and best wishes, 

Le Moyne Snyder, M.D. 
325 Valley View Drive 
Drawer S 
Paradise, California 95969 

:Y.° yours, 
) / ~ 

.• ~e..--- Lc_,/4 
Perry J/ Culver, M.D. ,, 



D 

May 29th, 1973 

Harvard Medical Alumni 
Class of 1923 Reunion 
2 5 Shattuck Streat 
Boston, Massachusetts 02115 

Gentlemen: 

I have invited Miss Dorothy lMurphy 
to be the guest of our class at the Alumni dinner on 
Friday, June J 5t, at the Harvard Club and she has 
accepted. 

Enclosed ts $ J.5. 00 in payment for 
one additional ticket. 

Thank you. 

LeMoyne Snyder, M. D. 
LMS/vr 
$15. 00 in cash 



D 

March 31st, 1977 

Dear Dootor Culver: 

Just a note to thank you for 
forwarding the sad news about the death of Dorothy 
Murphy. She had told me that she had lost an eye 
some time back and when she failed to send us a 
Christmas card this year I became apprehensive 
that she was in trouble. 

When I first arrived at HMS in 
1921 Dorothy was the first real personal contact 
that I had with the school and it proved to be one 
of the most enjoyable and rewarding relationships 
of my entire life. She visited us in our home here 
on a couple of occasions and it was always a Joy 
to be with her. Louise and I hope that she did not 
suffer unduly during the terminal stages. We will 
always remember her with love and affection. 

Sincerely, 



HARVARD MEDICAL ALUMNI AssocIATION 

25 5HATTUCK STREET 

B05TON, MASSACHUSETTS 02115 

OF"F"ICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

March 11, 1977 

Dear Alumnus: 

I am saddened to inform you that Dorothy Murphy died at the New 
England Deaconess Hospital on March 10, 1977, of malignant melanoma. 
In late October, she was first hospitalized for what appeared to be 
a stroke, but was subsequently diagnosed as a metastatic lesion to 
the brain. Before the onset of her illness, Dorothy was her usual 
cheery and inimitable self, busy working on plans for a history of 
the Alumni Association. Her presence led to many affectionate, 
impromptu reunions with alumni who happened to find themselves in 
Building A. 

Since you were a contributor to the Dorothy Murphy Scholarship Fund, 
I am writing to tell you how much satisfaction she received from this 
evidence of devotion and support from so many of her friends. She 
helped select the recipients of the Dorothy Murphy Scholarships, and 
followed their medical school careers with the affection and interest 
she showered upon so many of us in the past. 

The Harvard Medical School has been 58 years richer for Dorothy's total 
devotion to its affairs. She was an unforgettable woman who cherished 
both the institution and the people of Harvard Medical School, and who 
will be remembered with great fondness. We can only try to emulate her 
unique example. As she herself said of the Scholarship Fund, 11 my name 
will be forever perpetuated at our Alma Mater 11

• 

Si ncerely;-1 

~;%~ 'fd/k,(:~-,1? 
Perry J. Culv .D. 
Director of lumni Relations 



August 15th, 1977 

Dr. Perry J. Culver, Director 
Harvard Medical Alumni Association 
25 Shattuck Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02115 

Dear Dr. Culver: 

I think it is a great idea to have 
some sort of a celebration for our 55th reunion 
next June 2nd. If enough old dogs are still 
around to make it worthwhile Louise and I will 
make every effort to attend. It is very thoughtful 
of you and your staff to arrange such a reunion 
and I hope nothing interferes with bringing it off. 

Sincerely, 

Le Moyne Snyder, M. D. 
LMS/vr 



HARVARD MEDICAL ALUMNI AssocIATION 

" 
25 SHATTUCK STREET 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02115 

Dr. Lemoyne Snyder 
Box 11 S11 325 Valleyview Drive 
Paradise, California 95969 

Dear Doctor Snyder: 

OF'f'ICI!: Of' THE DIRECTOR 

August 9, 1977 

I have been in correspondence with your President, Jim White of the 
Harvard Medical School Class of 1923, to determine whether or not we 
should arrange some sort of a dinner in recognition of your upcoming 
55th reunion since graduation from the Harvard Medical School. Alumni 
Day next year is on Friday, June 2, 1978. 

I am writing at this time to see whether you would be interested 
and feel willing to come back to Alumni Day and then a dinner for the 
Harvard Medical School Class of 1923 on Friday evening. Jim thought 
that this would be a very worthwhile enterprise, if enough of the 
class indicates their willingness and ability to come. 

Obviously, if you can come and need to have hotel arrangements 
made here in Boston, the Alumni Office would be pleased to do this 
for you. 

Please send a note to the Harvard Medical Alumni Office tellinq 
us whether or not we can hope to see you and your wife, if possible, 
at a 55th Harvard Medical School Reunion gatherinq, ~ope to see you. 

With warmest regards. 

Sincerely, 

(lw"l~ 
Director of Alumni Relations 

PJC/jp 
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