Copy to: LeMoyne Snyder

ERLE STANLEY GARDNER
RANCHO DEL PAISANO
Temecula, California

March 23rd, 1950

Mr. Gerald K. O'Brien
Prosecuting Attorney

County of Wayne

500 Police Headquartere Building
1300 Beaubien Street

Detroit 26, Michigan

Dear Gerry:

Thanks a lot for your letter, and I certainly am glad that
you mentioned Judge Maher because I find on cheoking my records
that I was interrupted before I had my mail finished and didn't
get a letter off to him. I am sending one today and enclosing
copy herewlth.

I met Steeger yesterday and we had a conference which
lasted until 2:30 in the morning with some of the radio people.
I think that things are definitely going ahead but that it will
be pretty generally understood that 1t would be sulcidal to put
a program on the air during the summer slump, and we will start
off in the fall.

I may be seeing you one of these days. The chap who waa
the prosecuting witness in that Vance Hardy case made an affidavit
which I think disclosed the true situation. Later on pressure was
brought to bear on him and he repudiated the affidavit by stating
that the attorney who wrote it down had not read it back to him,
ete. However, in his second affidavit he stated that he could
not be certaln of the identification of Vance Hardy he had made.

There 18 every indicatlon that his attempt to repudiate the
first affidavit was the result of quite direct pressure brought
to bear on him.

The attorney who wrote out the affidavit and read it back to
him i1s very positive, has given ue an affidavit and ig willing to




Mr. Gerald K. O'Brien «Dew March 23rd, 1950

g0 on the stand any time.

I think the matter has now arrived at e point where we
could arrange to have & joint interview with this man. -- Your-
self, Dr. Snyder, Steeger, Schindler and I. We would tell him
very frankly that we wanted to know the real truth, Jjust whigh-
ever was the truth in relation to the two affidavits, ete. Tell
him that he need have no fear of personal consequences if he
told the truth,

Actually we have very good evidence of the type of pressure
which was brought to bear on him, but because the ends of Jjustioce
would not be particularly served by going into this matter I
feel that we cen ignore it and make anpther very constructive
contribution to & cause which is rapildly gaining an enormous
ggfn?tum and an increasing support in the minds of millions of

ricana.

I don't know what reactions you receive locally, but on &
national scsle we hear very numercus comments of commendation
for your action in the Oross case.

As you are of course aware, our work in featuring the
dramatic side of the failure of Justice in exceptional instances
is merely one step in & campaign to secure & better administration
of Justice all the way through. In the minds of the publie you
have now become quite prominently identifiled with this work and
I feel that arranging an Iinterview of the type mentioned would be
an excellent follow-up.

I's looking forward to seeing you again. My best wizhes.
Sincerely yours,

E8Gt1lm
Enecl.




Hotel Statler
Detroit, ¥iehigan
June &, 1950

01 Henry Steeger
Crle Stanley Gardner
Lomoyrie Snyder
Rayaond $ehindler

PROM Tom 3mith

8UBJECTy Hardy Case

Sarry and Erle will be by this time bave received the last
audograph records I progmred in thie matter, snd will know that my in-
vestigation here has sonnected Hardy pretty elosely with the so-called
shot-gum gang and indicates timt Imrdy partioipated in, at least, one
ma jor hold-up andknew about the gun running purposs of the trip to Mare
guette., This information was cbtulned from the flles of the Homeclde
3quad of the Detrolt Police Department and was verified in a long private
conversation betweer mysslt and Frank Urands, teturday afterncon.

In view of these developments, I ocalled Dr, Gnyder, Saturday
evening and made arrangements for us to interview Yardy at Jackson on
Sunday, Warden Frisbis was very cooperative and arranged for us to
bring our recording equipment ints the prison tc get a reocord .f our eone
vorsation with Hardy. Thie record is beln: wallsd to Hapry by air today
and, no doubt, he will want to pass it alonz to 3rle at Temeocula.

In our intsrview with Mardy, ke continued to deny any particie
sation in the oriminal acte of the shute-gun sang and statsd that his se-
guaintanee with the various mexbers >f the gang was mads when they sn=-
gaged ipn pambling games together. He wmas questioned very elosely about
the details of the trip, whlon police f'iles indicate that he made with
¥hitey Parmantye to 8t. iloule for the purpose of pleking wp Hardy's wife,
fay. HRe denled making thie trip with Parmantye by car upd claimed that
he met his wife in St., Louvis and roturned to Deircit on the WWabash Bail=-
road. He admitted that he knew a Halter Lemont apd his wif'e, Loulse and
that they lived im the same apartment liouse imn Detrzit with the Lemonte,
The statements of Pay Fardy and Louise Lemont were almost identiocal in
resard to the trip of the Hardy's and Parmenty®™ from St. Louls to Detroit.
It is hardly possible that these statements could be wrongs This after-
noon I visited John Hoffman, retired deteotive lieutent of the Detroit
Police Foree who handled the investigation of the lambert wurder. 4ilex
Sregory has & lot of eonfidence in Hoffman and believes that any states
ments taken by him osn be relied upom.




Hoffmn lai some interssting ocomments to muke, ls states that
at the time the Homoolde Division was haudlinys ebout 3. investigatiosne
a math, with a l0-man forge, without stenographlo help, end that it
wouldn't surpriee if onos in a while a mistake wss mude, IHe says, howe
sver, that the so-salled shot-gun gang were very tough and that, in his
opinion, they were responeible for 6 or 7 murders, eone of wileh did not
result in prosscttions. KHis resclisetion of the exaet detals .f the
Lambert case are olouded by time and ecnfused with many other investi.
mtions then wader way. He does say, however, that it wms not hils
practies to obtain statements by ccercion and that if his name ap pesrs
on statements given by Fay Hardy and Louise Lemont, that these were vole
untary statements and c¢h uld be rezarded as sueh.

Just where this leaves ue cn the Hardy case, I don't know.
Fardy's positive denidls of all of the statements of Fay aad Loulsglis
denial of pardieipation in the Walker pay roll heldup and knowlsdge of
ti e mature f the trip, to Haryuette, plue rie denial of having operated
a wriation of the shell game in carnivals {this inforsation came from
¥rs., Barrett) makes it rat .er diflicult for mv to b:lieve anything that
he tas to say. {n the other hand, Hardy appars-tly is beinyg governed by
the oriminel ccde of ethics and ie attempting to protect his fermer ase
sooiates by sllence on thess voints and ty denial in the obvious fear
that if he opens up, there may e no plase at whioh he can cwmufertably
atop.

Tamoryrow, I am seing to cheok again with Jerry CU'Beien to see

if rie derartment has developsd eayt inz new or found any new dooumentation.

Tonight, 1'11 spend a little more time with Sarrett end Orands, then I'll

leave for Pennsylvania to interview Mra, Baker. We ought to make & deoision
about future aotion, if any, in the lardy omse right away. +s ean probably

build up a case for him by breakins down the State’s evidence, but we faoe
the possible revelatioam of the rest of the record. what do you think?

Tom Smith
8/1r



Hotel Wolverine
Detroit, Mich.
June lzth 19850,

Memo: Steeger, Gerdmer, Snyder and Sc¢'indler;

Re Herdy Case

Alex Gregory hes completed his study of Herdy Polygraph,
his report will be mailed tonight by air to Erle
end Harry. It will show innocence of Lambert
ggrdor and of other orimes ohargod to Shot=Gun

nge

Bruno Maroelt is still running away., We were assured that
he would ocome to O'Briens office this evening for
interview with Jerry and me, He put it off until
tomorrow. I'll walt for that but if he doesn't
show then, I thik we shoull rdopt his first
affidavit and go from there.

Heve appointment with Barnard Herdy's defense attorney
end Leon Coussins who mado the arfrideavit(Mercelt)
tomorrow.

Talked with Governor Williems by phone this morning
seeking an appointment to disomss Hardy oase.
He states will see us during week of June 28,
He made 1t olear that he will not personally
80 into the merits of the cese until it hes been
reviewed by the parole hoard.

Will leave here tomorrow immedietely following Marcelt
interview end arrive New York Wednssday ovening.

Just a question for Erle, Are there any mat ters about
the Lambert murder or asts of the shotgun gang
or alleged actions of Hardy, or parts of Hardy's
own story upon which you need additional information?
I think I hove covered everything via Audograph or
written report but will be glad to type the whole
thing in one chunk if you need it,

Tom Smith,




ARGOSY

205 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

June 19th, 1950.

Dear Lemoyne:

I'1l be calling you tomorrow afternoon
around three to see what luck you have had in getting
a contact with the parole beard.

Harry and I have been thinking about
the matter of having the board primed to make a favorable
recommendation so that quick action can be obtained
at the time we see Williams. We thought perhaps it would
be easier for you to accomplish what you have in mind if
you had another week in which to work.

I made a tentative appointment with
the Governor for sometime during the week of the 26th
of June, his secretary said he would be there then.
The date was not discussed with the Governor himself
when I talked with him. He was told sdmply that we wanted
to present the Hardy Case to him. Perhaps you had better
inquire of the Governor's office about the governors
plans for the week of July 4th. If he will be available
that week you can make a date for any day. If he is going
to be away we had better stick to the June 26th week
making the date for the best day you can.

Brle feels that we should have some
indication from the Governor that he would like to see
and talk to Erle about the work <f the Court ahd to
discuss with him the crime and penal situation. It
would provide an apportunity for some excellent press
comunent and Erle of coursewould gather some good material
for October Argosy which would certainly be timely from
the Governors point of view.

In other words Erle would like to
come if the Governor would like to see him. He wants the
Governor to kmow that he 1is extremely busy but because
of Williams expressed interest in the Court he will
come if he can be on any help. This is a little indelicate
but not nearly so complicated as dissecting homo-sapiens
fried, broiled or chopped. Will discuss this further
tomorrow. That is about it from here, hope ypu had a nice
trip home.
Regard: i Leee€

CC-Steeger f Tom Smith

Gardner

Scnindler




¥ C.V. SPAWR, M.D.

Benton Harbor - - Michigan

22 August, 1950.

ERLE STANLEY GARDNER,
% ARGOSY

205 Eaat 42nd Street,
New York 17, New York

My dear Mr. Gardner:-

I am pleased to read in Argosy of your 1lnterest
in one Vance Hardy, and to know that you are taklng definite action
in his case. As I heard hls case, he had as much to do with the
death of Lambert (I believe that 1s the name) as you or I. Lambert,
as I recall, was a rum runner of the day, while Vance had nothing
whatever to do with that line of work, whatever else he may or may
not have done.

Vance was the second man I examined after taking
over the hospital at Marquette Prison. He and one Frankllin were 1ln
Detention, and, on the llth of December, 1924, they were brought to
the hospltal for routine examination. I recall Vance, particularly.
At the beginning of the proceedure he was quite the surly type. How-
ever, as we progressed, I found him to be a World War 1 veteran, as
I am. We talked of things wholly unrelated to his "case". On
leaving the hospital, he was much more communicative, and seemed to
be in a very pleasant mood. I recall, too, that every time I went
through E Block (Observation), on my way to the Bull Pen to see the
inmates there, I would always receive a "Good Morning, Doctor" from
Vance in hils cell on Tier 2, No. 36.

On Sunday, 28 June, 1925, Vance and three others,
Wiseman, DeFlorio and Londe, went over the wall. The following
Saturday, early morning, the three last named were captured and re-
turned to Marquette. Vance, however, was not caught up with until
about slix weeks later, in Jonesboro, Arkansas.

I look upon Hardy'!s conviction for the Lambert
murder as Just one more in the line of "eriminal abortions" so common
in our criminal jurisprudence, I feel that hils case 1s on all fours
with the one you dlscuss 1n the current ARGOSY.

Another case comes to my mind, a case also now
in Marquette prison--- one Emil ZUPKE. Emll came up there in the
spring of 1925 from our own Berrien County Court. Convicted of Murder-
first-Life. The decedent, it 1s believed, a girl of Emil's age group,
died of a real criminal abortion. Emil was approached by our Sheriff,
and proposltioned to dispose of the body, take the rap, and, after the
Sheriff had been out of office one or two terms, he would be re-elected,
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when he would get Emll out, give him a brand new car and four thousand
dollars.

A number of odd circumstances occurred in connection
with this case. First, lmmediately upon release from Detention, he
was made a Hall Boy. @®o back over your experlence with prisons and
see how many such cases you can find. Next, one day a short time later,
the Warden sald to me: "Doctor, I could give Zupke a round-trip ticket
to St. Joseph (County Seat of our County), and send him down there on
an errand and he would come back”. Along about 1930, an uncensored
letter from Zupke to hls parents came out of the prison. It was
couched 1n language impossible for Emil to have used. In the letter
he related the facts I have set forth. In the early 1930%'s, he was
paroled, shortly after the death of the former Sheriff. While still
on parole, he wrote a letter to the late Sheriffts sister, hils princil-
pal beneficiary, and asked that she fulflll the terms made by her
brother. The letter was turned over to the Postal authorities, who
interpreted its wording as "threatening". He was tried and convicted,
and sent to Leavenworth for two years. Released from that institution,
he was returned to Marquette for parole violation.

Should you or one of your co-workers be 1in Mar-
quette, it might well be worth while to look over thils case. Also, I
should be pleased 1f my best regards were dellvered to both Zupke and
Hardy. Both, I believe, will remember me from our former assoclation
there.

As to the good work you are doing, I can only say
that I wish there were a small army of men llke you, so that you might
really get into the mess and show the immense spread of 1ts scope.
Such an army would not more than get away to a good start before there
would be a revolution in the criminal Jurisprudence, which the late
President William Howard Taft deseribed as "a disgrace to civilization.”
One further remark, having to do with the Michigan law: It 1s ex-
plicitly stated that, "In any case tried on circumstantial evidence,
eve element of the crime must be proven beyond a reasonable doubt"
(underscoring mine). In the absence of a penalty clause, the Jurists,
the prosecutors and the defense attorneys may continue to lgnore. that
provision and go on turning out the criminal abortions all too common
in our courts.

Keep on with your good work, with my best wishes,
and with the hope that 1t may reap ever greater results.

Most sincerely yours,

C.V. Spawr




Sopt, 16th, 1050,

My, Herbert W, Straley,
Director, Division of Fardons,
State Office 5148,

mm. Flch,

Deay r, Otraleys

Your will recall thet when 1 talied with
{:u Thupaday evenins I sald thot I would wrlte n 4
Ster swmoardscing our disousclon, I as sorry this
had to bo delayed sevoral dayo but hops this will
reach you sometime Mondey.

Tho tourt of Lacst Resort amd ARGOTY
nogasine epprocinte the many ococurtesien oxtonded to
us in comection with the Hordy nmetter ond wish you
to convoy thile feoling to the mexberas of the board,

or, Snyder and I vore somevhat surprisod

by the material presentoed by the Detrolit Pollco
officers and have had no opportunity to know of theosw
alloped witnessos por to chook with them to detcmine
wvhébher they actunlly gave statorenta and teetifled
as these offlcers related, In thin connectlon we wrant
to refor to the otory of the witness MoGur: interviowed ‘
by your Vr, Nelson, who had the test opportunity of
any to seo who wan in the car and who sald definltely
that flardy wos not, The man Hewnman, if will read y
the atatenont he pave the police carefully, sontradlocte
the storler told by other witnesses, he cog Hardy
in tho front seat of the sar, the o{hom all glaimod the
redhoaded nan pot out of the oar to put Lasbert in and
got into the baol seat himpelf. Jeriocusly we qucation the
entire testim-ny of the officeors about ge thinge =
they sdunitted they 4ld mot sit thru the trial and oould {
m;m;n kgmmall ot‘tho ny, T™e notos damcém

oh M o /3 - oY 0 ' i
tino and o8 tho rd sﬁp?w. favant thore s a ahgnx% o
quoation whéthor any of these notes woro made before
Hamdy's errest and perhaps not until cach witross hed e -
ehence to lool: at him, ’

I want to malko o further offer on teholf of
Ferdy and the Court of Last Nesorty the witnoosog we
found end whom I cuoted in nmy t-oa‘!.lnony will be glald o .
malze affidevite in support of their otories, Ve 414 not _
expoot our offer in this matter to be ohmllenpged, it wans
and 4s less subject to shallenge than the toat: of )
Thes staveamnts will late & A30iLe \ines IF Do et tew U

ate 8 ; -

let Dr, Inylor imow, , 4 g B s (N

Sy A
1




¥r, Strelay « lo,o

It io the feelins of both Dp, Inyder and
oysolf that the tastimony of Gregory and Potermen
even thouch 1¢ wAs challenged by the Attorney Ceneral'n
Gaputy is ontlitled ¢ the highest conslideration,

Wo wore very well pleased with the falrnose
ond oxtent of the inquiry vade Ly !r, Helaon, Vo think
he diad very well, ¥Would 1t be poosible for you W
%ze to Dr, Onyder as lardy's attorney of record at

hearing & copy of the llelson ropord?

Ag Indlcated to you we would also like
o have & copy of tho hearins troncoript and to have
the opportunlty to prepare a oricf fron ity o felt
at tho hearin: and we feol now that oconvincin: proof
heas boon offered of Harmdy's immosonce and that a
favoraile recormendation ghould Lo nade as soon ao
possliitle (o the Jovernor, but 17 ‘he board feocls it
needs further G‘-Wﬁ:ﬁ for Hardy's appeal wo would Aianlilke
to have his poetit mgoowa and thon have thoe whole
Job %o do over apaln wl'h attendant dolays, 'ay I
pugcest thint in tho ovont the board ptill hes Soudts
ebout lierdy that the uatter be hold open for filteen
doys so that wo may oconfor further with you and the

L]

, I hopo you will overlool: the inadequate
stenograshic woris in this letter, I au ny owm soeretary
CC= Steeger

while on tho rond,
With rﬁng& Puerde
Gardner

Snyder For the Court of Last Neoort




8ept. 22nd, 1950,

 Mrg, Gladys Barrett,
6687 West Alexandrine
Detroit, Mioh,

Dear ¥rs. Baéreﬁti_

Your letter regarding the hearing
came tc the office today and I share with you your
misgivings about Vancels situations I do not think
however, that things are as bad as they look, I have -
been giving & great deal of thought sbout what went into
the record at the hearing and I am not convinged that
the board will accept the story of the police department
at face valus,

You will recall the record of the
man MoGurk and the fact that Petorman supported Gregory
100% in his testimony. You will also remember that the
police officers did not look too good when esked about
descriptions and other date they had conneeting Hardy
with the crime prior to the time of his arrest. These
things give us a sound ground upon which to make a further
fight and you may be sure that that is just whatwe
intend to dos

Dr. Snyder and Erle Stanley Vardner
will be together in Lansing Wednesday of this wesk and
will no doubt see the board and get the opportunity to
discuss thelr decision with them, They will have a copy
of the proceedings at the hearing and all of the other
information in our own filess I would certainly not
despair although it may be that further work and effors
will be necessary to clear Vance,

I em sending your letter to Dr, Snyder

at Lansing so he will have the benefit of your suggestions

snd ideas a8 he goes agalin before the boards

CC- Gardner and Sanyder Yours very truly,
at Lansing.
- The Court % Last Resort
/JJ
By_.

7




A i o Oin o 'a&,g Y _1 _
hh@:&w M&_m_w_ -___&.u\ﬂu WVorsls Cyvand ,
?\ X o Dk Dg Al Sasidoncs Sak

_*Q&_\\mu_% A o

%*_MM o Vo
&AM“MM PR W
m%%m &u.o.m.vu. Q..o&:.
200 00 Waandoa Cadant \Noul ona doaa
o& Dol dolan, . L
\*\Ln—-u_& Mum o M %g w

_m\m&&_ &M&@A )N %m&‘?? %m,\«&
f*hwg&mmmm w

et .\&KW@WH“,,'_._

1



Ay

M- OA

» %)@&AM&% T M San > g\:& A S SuaXe

ﬂ&v&_b&&u_\_ﬁ,&;,m A \U VU TVUPPU I - VW TN VT *W
R ¥ VA UG « NPTy a X4 QL¥M:Q~ H\&cuﬁ&\_._

CWATTE

_.\ﬁl‘:«q‘ - 1 R Mm Oty ALA -
7\&&~u mm AlsAR ,MQQ\ Qw J.quta&s::;d

. N
Ko A Stn Sadan o @g\,\mﬁ \and

G.JQ\;.& Dl 2o S cacsd b acua B be B od By
oanl -




‘ — \J\\\mm\\&m ‘\;mﬂu LMJ_Q_JEQA/\NQD.A_&DM_ - |

\
R W |

I M&AF_;
*7®L - 24Ax QAAAQ-L QMMM 5&1
—QQQALMLM_QM&M__A |
Srs WM W sl o 104l Rats
_M\&M ‘QM&AN\ %%M‘Qmu&\kuﬁﬂ




October 11, 19860

?5?0 Val‘lce Ee :iardy. Nos 41675
4000 Cooper Street
Jackeon, Michigan

Jegr Vance:

There iz still no word from the Parole
Board about your matter., The whole Board is down
at St. Louig this week abtending the meetling of
Wardens and Parole Boards and conseguently there
will be no action on it untll next week at least.
While I don't like toc make predictions, I have a
feeling that they are going to recommend your re--
leases It may not be on the basis of & pardon but
it may be on & recommendation of commutatlion with
parole or gomething of that sort.

\
i At any rate, whatever thelr decislion ig
you can be pure that the Court of Last Resort will
not let you down and we are golng to keep working .-
on this thing until you are free;

With very best regarﬂs and hopes that
you soon will be ocubte.

8incerely,

LSimg LelMoyne Snyder, M.D.










October 11, 1950

Mre. Gladys EBarrett
667 V. Alexanderine
Detroit 1, Michigan : )

Dear HMrs. Barrett:
I want to tell you how much my famlly and

T appreciated the nice card that you sent following
the death of my mother. It was a very sweet bthing

- for you to do it and it will always be remembered.

There is still ho word about Vance. I

‘keep in touch with the Parole Board every day or
" two and this week they are all down at 8St. Louis,’
© HMissouri attending a conference of Wardens and

Parole Boards. Consequently theré will he no action
of any kind until next week at least. I aontt 1ike

1 to make predictions but I have a feeling that they
© apre going to turn Vance loose. It may not be that he

will be granted a pardon but I have a hunch that he
willl at least get a commutation of sentence with a

. parole., At any rate, I want you to know that in tha;

event the action by the Board is unfavorable that we

‘are not poing to drop the case, but are going to keep
- after ihlg iing in one way or another until Vance 1is
i fl‘ee. )

Best regards and sincerq tharks .

Sincerely, |

LSimg ‘ LeMoyne ™ Shyder, M.D.
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Name, Vance E.Hardy No._41675 To whom. Dr.leMoyne Snyder Relation. Business

Date. Oct, 17, 1950 Street. Amer, State Bk, Bldg. City._Lansing State, Mich,

ey
SPECZKL PURPOSE LETTER

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder
American State Bank Bldg.
Lansing, Michigan

Dear Dr. Snyder:

Following the receipt of your letter of October 1llth,
1950, I received a letter from my sister containing, substantially, the
same information as in your letter, Please know, Dr. Snyder, that I am
indeed grateful to all of you for the excellent manner in which you have
set out and determined beyond all reasonable doubt my innocence of the
crime for which I have been so unfortunate as to have been imprisoned
all of my life, so to speak - for over twenty six years.

However, Dr., Snyder, I cannot bring myself to an understand-
ing that I should be granted a release ( not freedom ) with any condi-
tions attached whatsoever, and certainly not under any so-called '"grace"
at parole, since it is my understanding, as it is the voiced opinion
of our most noted authorities and even unto the only unanimous oginion
of the Supreme Court of the United States in the past sixteen (16) years,
that " Parole is for the guilty while pardon is for the innocent !

It must therefore stand, Dr. Snyder, and I believe you will
agree, that in my accepting any form of release upon any conditions of
parole I would be subjecting myself to a guilty status, or even the
taint of guilt, when by and through every reasonable and legal proof
and scientific test, supported by witnesses and accepted by men to
be conclusive in every minute instance, I am innocent of the crime
for which I have been imprisoned nver twenty six (26) years, and which
I have known in my own mind and heart during every day and night of
all these years,

To one in your station in life, with your vast storehouse
of knowledge and experience in police courts, and bureaus of machina=-
tions, I ask you, Dr. Snyder, or any rational reasonable or judicious
person, what purpose the proposition that I be released upon parole,
or any conditions of parole? Such proposition could have but one
motive or purpose, and that, of course, the ulterior one, of not
granting an innocent man his freedom. Surely you will hold with me,
Dr. Snyder, that a person is not a free man in any sense or meaning
of the words nor by definition nor interpreta.ion of law and statutes
winen under any couaitious ui parvle, My every right as a free man
would be denied me - my inalienable rights of citizenry abridged
for I would still stand as a convicted felon. And too, Doctof, what
chance would I have to continue my fight to prove my innocence further,
as I most certainly would do, being under conditions of parole and
not being able to prosecute my rights and findings as any ffee agent
or citizen is permitted to do. Parole violation would be inevitable
as you know ~ probably more so than I, since the very agency that
framed the case in the first instance ( in 1924 ) would certainly
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take care of that detail. No, Doctor Snyder, I don't think that

I care for any parole proposition as I have seen and observed its
operation in Michigan. I believe I will take my chances in Court
with the evidence we now have at hand. If the case qualities a
release even under parole cwuaaitiuns, and tor a pardon, it certainly
quaiities an acquittal before Judge and Jury,

For example, let us reflect upon the recent hearing and
the only bit of significant presentment against me, That bit of
so-called testimony from the two now retired detectives who framed
the case in 1924, Mind you, all the records are absent, and they
are testifying from their memorandums ( personal notes 5 made nearly
twenty seven years ago, or so they stated. ( I would like to see
those memorandums and have a sample of the substance from which they
were put down on paper.) However, their only statement having any
significance whatsoever was that 1 had a " fair day in court ",
Actually, Dr. Snyder, those statements were made in my behalf and
had they been judicially analyzed at the hearing would have had
only this one significance, namely, that had I been the guilty
person it possibly could be said that I had a fair trial . . .
but not being the guilty person and now having ( then hidden or
suppressed ) eye witnesses to the crime who were now testifying
under oath that I was not the party to or of the crime, how then
your opinion that the prisoner had a fair day in court at fair
trial issues?

And too, Dr. Snyder, would I not be "letting down"
the Court of Last Resort - each and all of you great and honorable
men - by accepting anything less than what an innocent man is entitled,
namely, an absolute pardon. There is no substitute for a pardon
under any law - common or written, and such I say again and again ,
and I do believe that each af you gentlemen who have given of your
knowledge, experience, time and money in proving my innocence concur
with me in this, and, if need be, will carry the cause out onto
the only common meeting ground of all people's for discussion -
our newspapers and publications - where the evils, machinations,
and incompetence of police courts and bureaus are denuded and
where the virtues of clean living and clean thinking men and women
are crowned, and the dignity and justice of Honorable Courts are
held forth as true American principles and the bulwark ggainst
such things and practices as decent men die for,

Respectfully and sincerely,

HARDY # /L1675
LOOO Cooper Street
Jackson, Michigan
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‘Enclosed are some aopiea or "y lot‘.tor thnt 1
e just hava received from Vance Hardy. This was in‘re- - ' - =

" ply to a letter I sent him in which I statei that it = & - |

" is possible that the Board might reccmmend gommutation /- .-
of sentence with parole. While I haven't sgid o to .. . . .

. "Vance, I think that there is & good possibility that

=4t tha Board does recommend commutation that we van got
- Governor Willlams to grant“a_full pardon. X think w el Mg

", . should have a little program in mind for putting the ...l‘:
> case up to Governor Williama in t:he evont that h what
‘'takes placo. SHITALE 0 It AL 2 e :

~~ " | I have also enclosed & 1ett.oz' rmn' Leon hmn and S SRI
I think we ought to do aomething about that situation, . = - - ‘
You remember meeting Rom last January when we vwisited - . =

" the prison. The State Police are convinced that Rom in ;_rf‘; P ‘

e

innocent. When Rom was first arrested he was given a . @ -
lie detector test by the State Police who sald that he vzl i=
" 'was innocent at that time., Nevertheless he was oonvi_oted. Ao gl
Five years later he was given another teat by the State . _' o
Police but by a different operator, and .this. report ‘also = Lt
- substantiated his innocence. Is it possible to contaoct s
“this fellow Miller that he spouks about: dom in Hewﬂorleana e
- before it is t:oo lata? R A % .‘s\ h 4‘ e T

o had a letter from So.hindlor today giving tho da-' 4
tails of the Olsen case. While it looks as 1f there might -
be considerable merita to that cgse, those Army affairs
are awfully hard to crack. From Ihab 1itsle I know abou‘b
+ them, the is completely ncm-cooparativo on nny such
typo of mvaatigation. ) ;

Is Erle still around .the pla.ae? x havan't haard e s
a word from him since he left Michigan. ‘I will be in New
York on November 18th and hope to see you at that time 1r
not before. __ & 13 ARyt >




17,

ncere

1950

» . * !
i £ .— . $ - v i o
- - ‘ . ;] . g 253 s .
- % X . ’
.I- - . h 8 ‘ b L[
N : ' _ ) . ol A
[ i . i -
” LR e . '
Qo X5 G .m
+» s J - : :
Qo ' g - .u v s ’ =
o. : sl :
: 4
= ; N = . o - ; . A A 1 K rd
| = . o (/] W 1 [ . L)
- -2 wn g . . S W L o - 1 3 = z i
L TE 4 N ¢ o L e o AT . = i o
2 m.._ ] ) . B s T a_ T \u, - . s * . " - [ .
ofony B, . o . @ A s gt e W% wn ' ; : ; .
' T = - 4 s teirs T w. g - BEireal ]t — i \ 5 \q\ . ;
i ! e o ) Bl LTl c s ) e\ ) i
r oo . . s = m 2 . e B . )
E - ) ) ¥ i ' ; B - Sl e ¢ L4 A " . Ve x I
"Nt v " ' By - ' s ; = . . ‘
. . - - ’ y ' " : .
wLF i “ y . ¥ 4 y . . . h & . Ay
i . 1) ! .o T e W s ™ . i : oo ) o . = s i ] | )
by 3 - J d . - Ml " L s H " . . 0
+ : ’ ., 3, W s (0 =al = ] ] ¢ : s
" X, ¥ \ ' - L ‘ ’ ! . ,
T - 5 . 5 J . e ] .
LR f : i > nr e T . < ' - - ~ re 5 : .
: Ly N . .. “ t ' iR .” . P ... i ol F ..._.. ' = .‘ . L i = ! = .
X ) - < . . < - . 45 " m toz S & S . . =
k ° R [ = -.. . s “.s - . \. R T -” LA D b @ 5 o .wu . = ' » - £ " - .
) " ) e - e BT . e ler' 14 % ._ % T # d ) i
.- i | . .- CI = Y CN e . + T . L a* 3L - . 4 i
L P v o RN el ViR ; N w ¥ Y e y ; ?
P 7y . § o gk = S - oty [ iy “r 1, . ¥ / ‘ B .
. M . = * A . » 2 . . —.v & b tu A ' u.- o :
1~ ¥ § T =0 e : : : : :
. .. i . y ! .r ) . H .. 2 ) i .
O i g ; § = . "4 \ " s .\d )
K 5 : % ¥ v
N 7 i " ; ' .v... T A b ) v .r ' :



October 21, 1950

Mr. Vance L. Hardy #41675 ’
4000 Cooper Street
Jackson, Michigan

Dear Vance:

I was very glad to get your letbter today which
I am forwarding to Steeger and Gardner who are in New
York,

You cen rest assured that we have complete con-
fidence in your innoccence and all of our efforte are
directed towards an unconditional pardon.

I talked with Mr. Moskowitg on the 'phone yester-
day, and he sald that they expected to have a full meeting
of the Board next week, and that he thought action would
be taken at that time.

I hope to get down to Jackson next week and will
make it & polnt to see you, In the meantime, keep your
chin up and the best of luck.

S8incerely,

LSimg LeMoyne Snyder, M. D.
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October 24, 1950

Mr. Tom Smith

Argosy Magazine

205 East 42nd Street
New York 17, New York

Dear Mr., Smith:

You will recall writing to Mr., Straley on September 16,
asking if the Parole Board would be willing, in the
Vance Hardy matter, to consider further testimony in his
behalf on his application for a pardon,

\
|
We have been in touch with Doctor Snyder, locally, since the

public hearing, and he understands why it has not been pos=-

sible until this week for the full Parole Board to meet in

Executive Session,

We have spent a great deal of time on the Hardy case, and

we are willing to devote as much further time to this matter
as 18 necessary, The Parole Board is entirely willing to
grant you any additional time you feel is warranted in order
that we might have available to us, in our final delibera-
tions, every bit of information which will enable us to make
a fair recommendation to the Governor, Will you, or

Doctor Snyder, please let us know what you propose further,

Yours very truly,

HERBERT A, STRALEY, Dirsetor |

By:

Sydney Moskowitz, Membe
The Parole Board
14:fn
cc: Dr, LeMoyne Snyder

Mr, Adeams, Executive Office

Mr. Roth, Attorney General
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Neme, Vance E. Hardy Jo. 41675 T»> whom. Dr.LeN ne Snyder Relation.Business

Date, Oct. 17, 1950 Street. Amer.State Bk.Bldg., City. Lansing State. Mich.

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder
American State Bank Bldg.
Lansing, Michligan

Dear Dr. Snyder:

Following the receipt of your letter of October 1llth, 19580, I
recelved a letter from my sister containing, substantially, the same infor-
mation as in your letter. Please know, Dr. Snyder, that I am indeed grate-
ful to all of you for the excellent manner 1n which you have set out and
determined beyond all reasonable doubt my innocence of the crime for which
I have been so unfortunate as to have heen lmprisoned all of my life, so
to speak ~ for over twenty six years.

However, Dr. Snyder, I cannot bring myself to an understanding that
I should be granted a release ( not freedom ) with any conditions attached
whatsoever, and certainly not under any so-called "grace" at parole, since
it 18 my understanding, as 1t 1s the volced opinion of our most noted author-
itlies and even unto the only unanimous opinlion of the Supreme Court of the
United States in the past sixteen (16) years, that "Parole is for the guilty
while pardon is for the innocent !}

It must therefore stand, Dr. Snyder, and I belleve you will agree,
that in my accepting any form of release upon any conditions of parole I
would be subjecting myself to a gullty status, or even the taint of gullt,
when by and through every reasonable and legal proof and scientific test,
supported by witnesses and accepted by men to be conclusive in every in-
stance, I am innocent of the crime for which I have been imprisoned over
twenty 8ix (26) years, and which I have known in my own mind and heart
durlng every day and night of all these years.

To one in your station in 1life, with your vast storehouse of know-
ledge and experience in police courts, and bureaus of machinations, I ask
you, Dr. Snyder, or any rational reasonable or judiclous person, what
purpose the proposition that I be released upon parole, or any conditions of
parole? Such proposition could have but one motive or purpose, and that, of
course, the ulterior one, of not granting an innocent man his freedom. Surely
you will hold with me, Dr. Snyder, that a person 1s not a free man in any
sense or meaning of the words nor by definition nor interpretation of law
and statutes when under any condltions of parole. My every right as a free
man would be denled me - my inalienable rights of citizenry abridged for I
would still stand as a convicted felon. And too; Doctor, what chance would
I have to continue my fight to prove my innocence further, as I most certain-
ly would do, being under condltions of parole and not being able to prosecute
my rights and findings az any free agent or citigzen is permitted to do. Parole
violation would be inevitable as you know - probably more so than I, since
the very agency that framed the case in the first instance (in 1924) would
certainly take care of that detail. No, Doctor Snyder, I don't think that
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I care for any parole proposition as I have seen and observed its opera-
tion in Michigan. I believe I will take my chences in Court with the
evidence we now have at hand. If the case qualifies a release even under
parole conditions, and for a pardon, it certainly qualifies an acquilttal
before Judge and Jury.

For example, let me reflect upon the recent hearing and the only
bit of significant presentment against me. That bit of so-called testimony
from the two now retired detectives who framed the case 1n 1924, Mind you,
all the records are absent, and they are testifying from their memorandums
(personal notes) made nearly twenty seven years ago, or so they stated. (I
would llke to see those memorandums and have a sample of the substance
from which they were put down on paper.) However, their only statement hav-
ing any significance whatsoever was that I had a "falr day in court",
Actually, Dr. Snyder, those statements were made in my behalf and had they
been Judiclally analyzed at the hearing would have had onl{ this one signifi~
cance, namely, that had I been the gullty person 1t possibly could be sald
that I had a fair trial . . . but not being the gullty person and now having
( then hidden or suppressed ) eye witnesses to the crime who were now testi-
fying under oath that I was not the party to or of the crime, how then your
opinion that the prisoner had a falr day 1ln court at fair trial 1ssues?

And too, Dr. Snyder, would I not be "letting down" the Court of
Last Resort - each and all of you great and honorable men - by accepting
anything less than what an innocent man is entitled, namely, an absolute
pardon. There 1s no substitute for a pardon under any law - common or
written, and such I say again and again, and I do belleve that each of you
gentlemen who have given of your knowledge, experilence, time and money in
proving my innocence concur with me in this, and, if need be, will carry
the cause out onto the only common meeting ground of all people's for dis-
cussion - our newspapers and publications - where the evils, machinations,
and incompetence of police courts and bureaus are denuded and where the
virtues of clean living and clean thinking men and women are crowned, and
the dignlty and justice of Honorable Courts are held forth as true American
principles and the bulwark against such things and practices as decent men
die for.

Respectfully and sincerely,
Vance E. Hard (Sgd)
VANCE E. HARD% # 41675

4000 Cooper Street
Jackson, Michigan
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October 24, 1950

¥Mr. Tom Smith

Argosy Magesine

205 East 42nd Street
New York 17, Hew York

Dear Mr, Smiths

You will reeall writing to Mr, Straley on September 16,
asking if the Parole Board would be willing, in the
Vance Hardy matter, to consider further testimony inm his
behalf on his application for a pardon,

We have been in touch with Doctor Snyder, locally, since the
publie hearing, and he understands why it has not been pose
sible until this week for the full Parole Board to meet in
Executive Seasion,

We have spent a great desl of time on the Hardy case, and

we are willing to devote as much further time to thizs matter
as i8 necessary. The Parole Board is entirely willing te
grant you any additional time you feel is warranted in order
that we might have available to us, in our final deliberae~
tions, every blt of information which will enable us to make
a falr recommendation to the Qovernor, Will yeu, or

Doctor Snyder, please let us know what you propose further,

Yours very truly,
HERBERT Jil, STRALEY, Director

—

By

ydney Moskowitz, Mem
The Parole Board
l4:fn g
cc: Dr, LsMoyne Snyderx
Hr. Adems, Exesutive 0ffice
Mr. Roth, Attornmey General




QCctober 26, 1860

Mr. Alex CGregory
14418 Penrod Road
Detroit 23, Michlgan
Dear Alex:

When you are finished with this, please
send it back to Bob Rhay.

8incerely, -

LSsmg ' LeMoyne Snyder, M. D,
Encl.



October 26, 1950

Hr. Bildney Moskowitz
Member, Parole Board
Pepartment of Corrections
State Uffice Building
Langing, HMichigan

Pear ¥Mr, Hoskowitsz:

I have your letter of the 2kth in regard to the Vance Hardy case
and I was very pleased to hear from you, as were all of us, and
to know that your Board was giving its attention currently to
the Hardy matter. '

It 8o happens that HMr. Erle 8tanley Gardner and Mr, Henry Steeger
are both now in New ¥ork and we have been in touch with Dr, Snyder
in Lansing by telephone. Arrangements have been made for me to
go to ¥ichigan next week and to secure affidavits from Carl Boldi,
Walter Harrison and Mrs, Gardecki in support of the statements
made by us at the hearing concerning the interviews we had with
these pecple. These affidavits will be submitted to the Eoard
during the next week,

In addition thersto, I plan to have some further talks with Bruno
Marcelt and John Stalinski, Stalinski, in particular, testified
at the hearing in a manner contrary to the story whicn he told us
and which is recorded on tape, and I have some feeling that
8talinski has been approached in regard %o this testimony prior
to his appearance in Lansing, This matter shculd certainly be
straightened out. We are prepared, however, to submit to the
Board rescorded conversations with gtalinski which in the light
of his testimony at the hearing are very interesting.

Dr, Snyder iunforms us that he now has a copy of the trangeript

of the hearing and this we would like to study and prepare from

it a brief written statement of the results of our study. Hecause
¢f ths lateness of the hour at whiech the hsaring was ccncluded

and perhaps some inexperience in such matters on my part, I feel
that certain outstanding deficlencies in the testimony of Officers
floffman and Johnson ought to be cealled to the attention of the
‘Board in writing,as reference to thege matiers was not mads in
py oral summation ¢f the case at the time,




¥r. Sidney HMoskowitz -2= Getober 26, 1950

All of this documentation will be assembled snd will bs submitted
to the Feard in triplicate on or prior, to Friday, Novemter 3rd.

We appreciate the great amount of time and thought and study that
ig being given to this matter by your Board and we are grateful
on behalf of Vance Hardy for the opportunity to submit this
additional material after the close of the hesring., We are hope-
ful that because of the long confinement of liardy your Board will
find 1t possible to wmake a declsion at an early date after the
additional material is in your hands.

When I arrive in Lensing, Pr. Snyder and I wiil call on you to
see whether there are any questions concerning the evidence,
materisl or testimony previously submitted upon which the Baaré
may wi;h further enlightenment or support.

Looking forward to seeing you and hringins this matter to &
eonclusion, I am

Yours very truly,

Tom fmith
For the Court of Laat Ralort

T8 amw




OCctober 26, 1950

Mr, 8idney Mogkowitz
Memher, Parole Board
Department of Corrections
State Office Building
Lansing, Michigan

Dear ¥r, ioskowitz:

I have your letter of the 24th in regard to the Vance Eardy case
and I was very pleased to hear from you, as vere all of us, and
to know that your Board was giving its attention currently to
the Hardy matter.

It so happens that Mr., Erle Stanley Gardner and Mr, Henry Steeger
are both nov in New York and we have been in touch with Dr, Snyder
in Lansing by telephone., Arrangements hsve been made for me to
go to Michigan next week and to secure affidavits from Carl Boldt,
Walter Harrison and Mrs, Gardecki in support of the statements
made by us at the hearing concerning the interviews we had with
these people. These affidavits will be submitted to the Board
during the nsxt week,

In addition thereto, I plan to have some further talks with Bruno
Marcelt and John 8talinski. 8talinski, in particular, testified
at the hearing in & manner econtrary to the story which he told us
and which is recorded on tape, and I have some feeling that
Stalinski has been approached in regard to this testimony prior
to his appearance in Lansing., This matter should certainly be
straightened out, We are prepared, however, to submit to the
Board recorded conversations with Stalinski which in the light
of hig testimony at the hearing are very interesting. L

Dr, Snyder informs us that he now has a eopy of the transcript

of the hearing and this we would like to study and prepare from

it a brief written statement of the results of our study. Because
of the lateness of the hour at which the hesring was concluded

and perhaps some inexperience in such matters on my part, I feel
that certain outstanding deficiencies in the testimony o} Gfficers
Hoffman and Johnson ought to be called to the attention of the
Board in writing, as reference to these matters was not made in

my oral summation of the case at the time,



Mr. Sidney Moskowitsz ~2- October 26, 1950

All of this documentation will be assembled and will be submitted
to the Beard in triplicate on or prier to Friday, November 3rd,

We appreclate the great amount of time and thought and study that
is being given to this matter by your Board and we are grateful
on behalf of Vance Hardy for the opportunity to submit this
additional material after the close of the hearing. We are hope-
ful that because of the long eonfinement of Hardy your Board will
find 1t possible to make a decision at an early date after the
additional material is in your hands.

When I arrive in Lansing, Dr. Snyder and I will call on you to
see whether there are any questions comncerning the evidence,
material cr testimony previously submitted upon which the Board
may wish further enlightenment or support.

Looking forward to seeing you and bringing this matter to a
eonelusicn, I am

Yours very truly,

A

on Swmith
For the Court of Lasat Resort

738 s;mw




Oct. 29, 1950

Dear Tom and LelMoyne (with copies to other members)

Let's try to assume a position on this Hardy case which
we can maintain consistently,

Let's also remember that while it's human nature to look
at thin%s from our standpoint, good business requires that we regard
everyth ng we do from the standpnoint of the other man., In other
vords, it's a question of how he 18 going to evaluate what we do.

Now, back in July or August it became quite apparent that
at least some membera on the board wanted to delay the decision in
the Hardy matter until after election.

Brooks asked Tom Smith 1f we would consent to let them
have a hearing and then take the matter under advisement., Tom told
him we wouldn't., Brooks asked me over the telephone what the position
of the magazine would be 1f they took it under advisement and I told
him the megazine would adopt an editorisl position. Then we went down
and ealled on the board and told them we had been tipped off they
wanted to delay a decision until after election and that we wouldn't
gtand for 1tc

Now that was awful BIG TALK.
They had the hearing.

Tom Smith who hadn't had experience in cross-examination
of witneasses tried to cross-examine the cops and felt that he had
made a poor job of it. Personally, I don't think he could have been
nearly as bad ae he thought he was. However, he became tortured by
salf -doubts and by thinking afterwards of things he should have thought
of at the time,

S0 then in this chastened mood of self-incrimination he
sat down and wrote the board a pleading letter asking that we be
allowed to file additional affidavite and a brief and wouldn't they
please delay the decision,

Now that waes awful SMALL TALK,

Frankly, that letter made me sick to my stomach when I
read 1t, but it had heen sent and theres wae nothing we dould do about
it. Looking at it from our standpmoint, it was quite apparent that
Tom was surprised at some of the testimony, was kiocking himself because
he hadn't thought of certain questions to ask, and, in the back of his
mind, was troubled by a gullt complex which has been building up over
the lagt couple of years when he began to reallize he had been an
anthusiastic vart of a political machine which, in order to perpesuate
itself in power, had split Germany in two, given China to Ruesia,
oresganted Rgasia wi}h a veto power and given a senile, esick man carte
blanche to "bargain with Joe Stalin,

But look at this thing from the viewpoint of the vnarole
board,
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It must seem to them that we were hopelessly crushed by
thls evlidence or that we are completely nalve or both.

What actually happened, when you boil it down to essentlals,
is that the police deliberately stripped the file of certain informatlion
and then were permitted to supply the transcript of a missing record by
the hearsay evidence of a police officer who testified solely from his
memory of the testimony that was received in a murder trial 26 years ago.

This thing 1s absurd on 1its face.

In the first place, the best record of what was sald at the
murder trial is the record itself, That's elemental law. If the State
can't produce the records then the State,because of its own negligence,
has closed the door =-=- and the assumption is that that record didn't
disappear of ite own accord, Someone destroyed that record and 1t was
done because there was something in that record that was highly adverse
to the State of Michlgan.,

this

Now, for God's sake, let's not handle/thing xk like a bunch

of school boys.

Let's adopt this position once and for all and stay with 1t3
Hardy was convicted primarily on the identification of Bruno Marcelt.
That i1dentificatlion was forced by the police and has now been repudiated
by Marcelt. Someone has seen to 1t that the records disappeared, which
in itself should be grounds for a new trial, Stalinsky saw the three
murderers, He only saw one of them clearly but that one was quilte
evidently the leader, Hardy was supposed to have been the leader, The
person Stalinsky saw clearly was not Hardy.

Now, when it comes to what took place at the trial, let's
let Gladys Barrett and Frank Grand make some affidavits as to what they
remember took place at the trial, Incidentally, I don't think
Stalinsky changed his testimony because as I remember, he always sald
right from the start that he ducked around the corner as soon as the
shooting started,

I do think that since Tom has gone to Detroit we should make
a big thing out of developing the testimony of this new witness McGurk,
or whatever the hell his name 1s, who saw all the men clearly and knew
that Hardy wasn't one of them,

I'm afraid it's too late to reconcile our small talk with our
big talk but I do think it's a fair position to adopt that the hearing
did not change the situation we outlined to the board last July by so
much as a penny welght of evidence and that the board had better take
some action, and do 1t fast. It 1s of course too late now to get any~
thing done before election;from a standpoint of political technique we
have been babes in the woods.

It 1s of course easy to let somebody else carry the ball and
then make criticisms or postmortems but I think we should always bear in
mind that we must look at anything we do from the standpoint of how it
willl impress the people with whom we are desling and not how we ourselves
may feel about 1it.




I will further admit that I should have been at that hearing
instead of which I wae elk hunting. However, I teold everybody beginning
around June sometime that there were just two weeks during which I
wouldn't be avallable and everybody knew well in advance that I couldn't
and wouldn't be there for that hearing during those two weeks, If I
had been there something would have happened., Probably it would have
been bad, I probably would have been in stir right alongside of Vance
Hardy .

However, all this is water under the bridge. The reason I
am writing this letter is that I feel LelMoyne and Tom should have a
conference and should declde what attitude they are going to adopt on
$his case and then astay with it., It i1s too late now to tell the
board what 1t is going to do, On the other hand, I think that the more
we wheedle the board and let them tell us that they don't like the way
we have presented this matter, the more we're going to get kicked
around becoming more politically innocuous with every kick.

I may have misunderstood what Benson sald to LeMoyne but if
he had stopped me on the street and told me he didn't like the way we
had presented that case and dldn't aporove of our methods, I would sure
a8 hell have had something to say by way of reonly.

Either we have some dignity and some power in our posiion
or weo don't. We're never going to get anywhere appealing as suppliants
to boards of parole. Our position has got to be "Gentlemen, we are an
independent investigative body. We make our reports directly to the
people, and one hell of a lot of people are interested in those reports,
They're interested in what we are going to say about this case and they're
interested in what we're going to say about you, And since you're in
politlcal 1ife, you should be interested in what a million or two
American citizens are going to think about you. Now, we want to be failr
in our reports as to what you do, but we certainly aren't goming before
you with our hats in our hands representing thls prisoner.

In other words, the investigative brains on this committee
certainly should be equal to the 1nvasti§at1ve brains on any board of
parole and if we treat them as equals 1it's purely a matter of courtesy.
If we start acting as suppliants we might Just as well disband this
whole damn thing right now and simply hire some lawyer in each state
to go before a board and ask the board to please do this or please do
that., If we have the force of publlic opinion behind us we have the
poxer that goes with it and Af we don't have it by this time we'd better
gu t.

Personalli, I think we can avoid a situation like this in
the future if Tom will start voting the Republican tlcket so he gets
over his guilt complex and refrain from under any clrcumstances from
writing pleading letters on behalf of Argosy's Court of Last Resort.
If they want to cooperate, let them cooperate and if they want to
fight, let them read about it in the magazine.

Yours,

Erle
ESG13b




Statement
Detrolt Mich
November 6th, 1960.

iy neme 1s_Celila Gardeckl, I am 54 years of age.
Since 19820 usband and I have operated a bakery on
the corner of Lodl and Harper Sts. in Detroit.

On May 3rd 1924 just before noon I notliced a large touring
ocar standing alongside the filling station toward which

our store faces. My daughter Elfreda then about four years
old came into the store and told me that two men were sitting
on the steps leading to the stalrway to our apartment on

the second floor and she could not get around them. I told
her to go the other way.

A little later I noticed the two men walk up Harper Street
past the front of our store towards the Mt.Elliot corner.
At the same time the car which had been parked for sometime
by the fllling station made a turn in the Lodi 8t inter-
section and went in the same direction.

In a few moments I heard some shooting and I learned later
that Louis Lambert had been shot and taken away by some men
in a car.

I did not see the actual shooting.

I was never gquestioned by the police in connection with

this incident. I was not a witness at the triel and I
was not asked to identify any suspects.

Cella Gardeckl (sgd)

Subscribed and sworn before me this
6th degy of November 1850.

Maurieta Higpler
Notary Pu ¢, Wayne County, Michigan

My commission expires 1l1-11-1950




FOSTER., CUMMINS, SNYDER, CAMERON & FOSTER

November 9, 1960

The Honorable Parocle Board
State 0fflce Bullding
Lansing, Michigan

Re: Vance Erin Hardy
Gentlemen;:

In accordance with the communlcations between Mr. Tom
Smith and Mr. Moskowitz and the interviews that I have had
with various members of the Board, we are enclosing with this
letter the following affidavits relating to the Vance Hardy
Case.

l, An affidavit of Carl F. Boldt of Detrolt, an
eyo witness to the shooting and an employee
of the bank out of which Lambert had just
emerged 1n which the events seen by Boldt are
described and the statement les made by Boldt
that he was not interrogated by the polioce.

2, An affidavit of Celie Gardecki, the proprie-
tress of a bakery located at Lodl and Harper
Streets, who was one of those witnesses who
might very well have been able to identify at
least two of Lambert's assailante. The prin-
cipal import of Mrs., Gardecki's statement 1s
that she was not intervliewed by the police in
regard to the crime,

3+ An affidavit of Miles J. McGurk, who waa alego
interviewed by your Mr. Nelson in which he
mekes the definite statement, "I am poslitive
that Vance Hardy was not in the gang that
assaulted and abducted Louls Lambert?

An effort was made to secure an affidavit from Mr. George
Harrison who 18 at present employed by the Levine Auto Company,
14201 kast Warren in Detrolt, telephone Valley 23469, who was the
socond teller in the Peninsula State Bank branch and also an eye
witness to the shooting of Lambert. Harrison 1s unwilling to make
an affidavit but he says that he was not interrogated by the police
in regard to this incident and that he will be glad to 8o advise



FOSTER, CUMMINS, SNYDER, CAMERON & FOSTER
November ©, 1950

Honorable Board of Pardons and Parole

your Board upon inquiry., Harrison also stated to me thet he was
not able to identify any of Lambert's assallants.

There 18 an item of particular significance that we feel
should now be ocalled to the attention of your Board, When the
Court of Last Resort opened its investligation of the Hardy case,
we went to the office of the Proeecuting Attorney, Gerald K.
O'Brien, in Detroit and discussed the matter with him and asked
him to meke a search for any records that might have been avalile
able in his office. He was unable to produce the prosecuting
attorney's office file, but he was able to secure what purported
to be the file of the homiclde sgquad of the Detroit police depart-
ment. Mr. O'Brien and Mr. Tom Smith of the Court of Last Resort
made a joint examination of this file., At the time of such examin-
ation none of the notes relating to testimony and none of the state-
ments attributed to witnesses used at the trial which the Detrolit
police clalmed were used at the trial were in the flle. I have asked
Mr. O'Brien to advise your Board with respect to this situation upon
inquiry. The file originally was shown to me in confidence and for
that reason the subject was not raised during the hearing held in
your chambers on the 13th of September.

We would like to point out that the testimony of the pollice
officers who attended the hearing was in large part wholly in-
competent and unsupported. Speaking from & portion of the file which
had been withheld from the prosecuting attorney of Wayne County when
he requested the file for examination, officers Johnson and Hoffman
put into the record a great deal of material which we feel was highly
questionable., None of the statemente of the witnesses taken by the
police prior to the trial were originale. They were carbon copies
unsigned and for the most part undated. In so far as the trial it-
self ig concerned we do not believe that Hardy should be held re-
sponsible for the fallure of the State to safeguard 1te basic records
and the transcript of the trial.

Finally, we would like to comment briefly on the character
of the testimony ascribed to the several witnesses quoted by officer
Johnson particularly. A repeated assertion was made that Hardy was
ldentified by these several witnesses because of his soldierly bear-
ing. It 1s utterly incredible that persons observing Hardy or any
other man 1in the process of the kind of struggle that took place in
the middle of the intersectlion at Harper and Mt. Elliot on May 3,
1924 would have any accurate knowledge of the personal carriage or
bearing of any of the individuals involved in that struggle. It
seems entirely probable to us that the phrase military bearing or
soldierly bearing was coined after Hardy had been placed in the line-
up and viewed by the witnesses who were to appear against him at the




FOSTER, CUMMINS, SNYDER, CAMERON & FOSTER

November 9, 1950

Honorable Board of Pardons and Parole

trial.

In conclusion, it is to be hoped that your Board with
this information before it will now be able to proceed to con-
slderation of the case and will be able to make a favorable
recommendation to Governor Willliems 1in regard to the dlsposi-
tion of the case of Vance Erin Hardy. Because of the agreement
of the polygraph tests made by both Petermann and Gregory and
the results of the intensive investigation conducted by this
Committee, we are convinced that Hardy 1eg innocent of any
connection with the death of Louis Lambert,

All of us will be pleased with expeditious action in this
matter and we feel that no other conclusion can safely be reached

than that Hardy should be pardoned and released at the earlliest
possible date,

Respectfully submitted,

For The Court of Last Resort
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"Honovable Board of Pardcns aﬁd Parcle

your Board upon inquiry. Harrison also stated to me that he was
not able to ldentlify any of Lambert's assallants.

There is an ltem of particular significance that we feel
should now be ocalled to the attention of your Board. Whon the
Court of Lest Resort opened 1ts investigation of the Hardy case,
we went to the office of the Prosecuting Attorney, Cerald K.
O'Brien, in Detroit and discussed the matter with him and asked
him to make a search for any records that might have been avail-
able in his office. He was unable to produce the prosecuting
attorney's office file, but he was able to secure what purported
to be the file of the homicide squad of the Detroit police depart-
ment. Mr. O'Brien and Mr, Tom Smith of the Court of Last Resort
made a joint examination of this file, At the time of such examin-
ation none of the notes reslating to testimony and none of the state-
ments attributed to witnesses used at the trial which the Detrolt
police claimed wore used at the trial were in the file. I have asked
Mr. O'Brlen to advise your Board wlth respeéct to this situation upon
Inquiry. The flle originally was shown to me In confidence and for
that reason the subject was not ralsed during the hearing held in
your chambers on the 13th of September.

_ We would like to point out that the testimony of the police
officers who attended the hearing was in large part wholly in-
competent and unsupported. Speaking from a portion of the file which
hed been withheld from the prosecuting attorney of Wayne County vhen
he requested the flle for examination, officers Johnson and Hoffman
put Into the record a great deal of material which we feel was highly
questionable., Hone of the statements of the witnesses talen by the
.police prior to the trial were originals., They were carbon coples
unsigned and for the most part undated. In so far as the trial it-
self 1ls concerned we do not belisve that Hardy should be held re-
sponsible for the fallure of the State to safeguard 1ts basic records
and the transcript of the trial. ,

Finelly, we would like to comment briefly on ths character
of the testimony ascribed to the several witnesses quoted by officer
Johnson particularly., A repeated assertion wae made that Bardy was
identified by these several witnesses because of his poldierly bear~
Ing. It is utterly Iincredible that persons obsgerving Hardy or any
other man 1n the process of the kind of struggle that took place In
the mlddle of the intersection at Harper and Mt. Flliot on May 3,
1924 would have any accurate knowledge of the personal carriage or
bearing of any of the individuals involved 1n that struggle. It
seems entirely probable to us that the phrase military bearing or
soldiorly bearing was coined after Hardy had been placed in the line~
up and viewed by the witnesses who were to appear agalnst him at the
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November 9, 1850

The Honorable Parole Board
State 0ffice Building
Laneing, Michigan

Re: Vance Erin Hardy

Gentlement

In accordance with the communlcations between Mr, Tom
Smith end Mr. Moskowitz and the Interviews thet I have had
with varlous members of the Board, we are enclosing with this
letter the following aff'idavite relating to the Vance Hardy
case. , .

1, An affidavit of Carl F. Boldt of Detrolt, an
eye witness to the shooting and an employee
of the bank out of which Lambert had just
emerged in which the events seen by Boldt are
described and the statement is made by Boldt
thaet he was not interrogated by the police.

2. An affidavit of Celie Gardeckl, the proprie-
> tress of a bakery located at Lodi and Harper
; Streets, who was one of those witnesses who
might very well have been able to identify at
least two of Lambertts assailants. The prin-
cipal import of MNrs. Gardecki's sitabtement 1s
that she was not interviewed by the police in
regard to the crime.

"3s An affidavit of Miles J. HcOurk, who was also
interviewed by your Mr. NHelson in which he
makes the deflnite statement, "I am positive
that Vance Hardy was not in the gang that
assaulted and abducted Louls' Lambert?

An effort was made to secure an affidavit from Mr. George
Harrison who 18 at present employed by the Levine Auto Company,
14201 Zast Warren in Detrolt, telephone Valley 25459, who was the
socond teller in the Peninsule State Bank branch and also an eye
witness to the shooting of Lambert. Harrison ls unwilling to make
an affidavit but he saye that he was not interrogated by the police
In regard to this Iincldent and that he will be glad to so advise




November 2, 1950

Honorable Board of Pardons and Parole

trial.

In concluslon, it is to be hoped thaet your Board with
thle informetion before it will now be able to proceed to con=
sideration of the case and wlll be able to make & favorable
recommendation to Jovernor Williams In regard to the disposi-
tion of the case of Vance Irin Hardy. DBecause of the agreement
of the polygraph tests made by both Petermann and Gregory and
the results of the intensive investigation conducted by this
Committee, we are convinced that laxdy is innocent of any
connection with the death of Louls Lambert,

All of us will be pleased with expeditious action 1In this
" matter and we feel that no other conclusion can sgafely be reached

than that Hardy should be pardoned and releassed at the earliest
possible date,

Respectfully submitted,

Por The Court of Last Resort




December 20, 1950

Mr. Vance Hardy, #41675
4000 Cooper Street
Jackson, Michigan

Degar Vance:

I kmow how Impatient you must be to hear the
news from the Parcle Board. I can't imagine what is
the ocause, of the delay because they took final action
on your case on Friday, December 1, I was up at the
Governor's 0ffice this morning but they have received
nebhing yet from the Parcle Ofrice;

However, from what I can find out, it seems
quite likely that the Governorts 0ffice will receive
some information about the matter within the next day
or two, I am keeping in constant touch with Mr. Adems,
the Governor's Legal Advisor. Naturally, I will get in
touch wlth you immedlately, as soon as I have any de-
finite informetion, -

J I want to tell you how much I appreclated and
anJo ed your wonderful Christmae Card. I ocan well imagine
goura of work that went into it, and many of my friends
(hava commented upon the wonderful workmanship.

Viell, the best of everything to you, end I have
high hopes that we will have some good news very shortly.

Sincerely,

LStmg ' LeMoyne Snyder, M, D.
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| niques for detection of daceptien and to establishing ethical standards
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STATE OF MICRIGAN

1§ THE RECORDER'S COURY FOR THE CITY OF DETROIT

NC___ 53711

Dgfendant

St St ™ Bl Wt W Wi Nt Wi’ W St N

Alex L. Gregory being first duly sworn deposes and
says that he is an exmsiner using the Eseler Polygraph for the detection
of deception, The deponent further says thst ke has been trained at the
Kesler Polygraph Institute ia Chicago and has been actively engaged in
meking Polygraph examinations feor a peried of ______ years) that he re-
sides at 14418 Penred R, in the City of Detroit, Wayns. Co,, Michigan
and conducts his business from that addresss that he is at the present
time the President of the International Society for the Detection of
Deception, which is a professional group, devotad te improving the tech-

fer the profession,

Deponent further says that on June 7, 1950 he was
asked to make & Polygraph examination of one Vance E. Hardy, to solve tle
Question of whether said, Vance E. Hardy, had guilty knowledge of the
slaying of Louis Lambert in the City of Detreit, ¥ay 3, 192h. Deponent

wm*m«rmzw'muumumnmmamm
making an investigation ¢f the Lazbert murder and Vance &, Hardy's trial

and conviction im connection with it,

-




Deponent further says that the following paragraphs

are sn exact and complete transcript of his report made June 12, 1950

covering his examination of the said Vance B Hardy om June k, 19503

* CONFIDENTIAL REPORT
une ’19 FRON:

ALEX L, GaEoley

| 15483 Coyle 3t.
SUBHITTED TOs Detroit 27, Mchigan

ARGOSY VAGAZINE'S
COURT OF LAST RESCRT

SUBJECT

Polygraph examination ef VANCE E. HARDX,
DETAILS UF EIAMINATION

On June 7, 1950 Vance E. Hardy was examined by the Polyyraph detection of
deception technigue regarding his participation in or his Imowledge of the
k¥lling of lLouls Lambert, in the City of Detreit, Michigan on the 3rd day
of May, 192, the killing for which he is now serving a 1ife sentence.

Heo was also examined regarding his having participated in several hold-ups
and robberies, which were committed during the first half of 1924, and are
alleged to have been committed by, what was known at that time, as THE
"PARMENTYE® op "SHOT GUN® gang.

The examinations were made in Jackson Prison, on the Tth of Juns, 1950,
between the hours of 10 A. M, and L4330 P. ¥. The usual Polyzraph procedurs
was Tollowed,

RESULTS

The examinatien consisted of eight tests, one of which was a control test,
Detween tests the subject was interrogated intensively by the examiner, &
two occasions Dr. leMoyne Smyder and Mpr, Tom Smith took part in the in-
terrogation of the subject,

After a careful analysis of this subject's polysrams, it is the opinion of
the examiner:

1. That he is physically capeble of giving specific reactions on the
Polygraph.

2, That he did not take any part in the killing of lLouls Lambert on
¥ay 3, 192k.

That he has no sctual knowledpge of the killing of Louis lambert.

b

be That he did not take part in any hold-ups or robberies im the City of
Detroit, Mchigan during the year of 192k,

8/ Gre
m‘%if Gregory Exaniner !

-d e




Deponent further says that the report guoted in
the foregoing constitutes his considered professicnal opiniom in the

ter of the guilt or innocence of said, Vance & Hardy, and that he now
believes, on the basis ef considered professionsl judgement, the said
Vance . Hardy did not participate {n the killing of Louis Lambert and has
no gullty knowledge of it,

Further Deponsnt saveth not,

Mex L. Gregory
Subseribed and sworn to before me
this day of y A.De 1951,

Wotary Publie, Wayne County, ii“uu#
¥y commissien expirest




January 26, 1561,

Mr, érle Stanley Cardner
Rancho Palsano
Temecula, Calif,

Dear Iirle:

I was greatly pleased to read coples of your
letters to Governor "1lliams, I é1d not have the pleasure
of meeting him on my trip to Michigan but from your des-
cription of the Governor at the time we were in Lansing
together, you seemed to feel that he was an honorable fair-
minded politiclan who would be apt'tb play-Talr in the Vance
Hardy case.,

I am anxious to see hias reaction to your letters
and 1f he 13 the type of man we hoped he would be, he willl
pardon Vance Hardy. If he does not, I am wondering if we
could pneot enlist the ald of a Netroit newspaper and let them
take all of the credit they want. e could assist them in
every way possible and they would create the proper public
interest to bring about Hardy's release,

It is going to be unfortunate for us 1f we
have too many cases follow the pattern of the Brite brothers.
Let's zive a little thought to thls and perhaps we could get
the Hearst outfit to give us a 1ifd; and we will need one
in the Hardy case unless the Govarnor acts within a reason-
able length of time.

sincerely,

RCS/ktb Raymond C, 3chindler.

‘ec = Mr, iarry -teeger 3
Dr., Le Moyne Snyder
Mr, Tom 3mith




{ Jenuary 35, 1951

Te Members of the Court of Last hasorts

Feoling free to volece my opinions without any inhibitions
whenever I feel you guys have overloocked a bet, I now make
haste to give you a bow and eat a little crow,

When we interviewed Mullens we had to hit the high spots
because his wife was waiting for him to take her some place.
and we persuaded him to sit down for Just a second or two, =-
Then the next day when we went back he refused to talk because
we had gotten him out of bed at 11 olclosk in the morning.

. Nevertheless, if I had been on the job I should have
reallzed that there was some significsnce in the fast that he
had never seen that automoblle again., I thcught at the time 1t
wag Just sloppy work on the part of the pollce because after
having had identify Bailey's gioture they never asked him
to look at Balley in the flesh until he saw Balley on ths
witness stand in the courtroom at the time of the trial,

I feel in a humble and somewhat chastened mood,
More power to you.
ESG




ERLE STANLEY GARDNER
Temecula, California

January 30th, 1951

4

Hon. 0. Mennen Williams
Governor of the State of Michigan
Capitol Building

Lansing, Michigan

Dear Governor Williams:

Entirely aside from my feeling in connection with the
Vance Hardy case as such, I can't get over being shocked at the
attitude of the Parcle Board in its blithe assumption that the
relatively recent changes in Michigan law made the Parcle Board
the real arbiter in matters of executive slemency, reducing the
Governor to the status of a rubber stamp.

It seems obvious to that the law making authorities
intended only to have a public hearing for the primary purpose
of giving both sides a chance to be heard on whether clemency
should be granted, and to guard against surprise pardons lssued
by some governor who had had no chance to appraise publis
sentiment. )

That this public hearing should be turned into a procedure
where ex-police officials could testify to what witnesses had
told them, and thereby reinstate a destroyed publie record of
what witnesses actually had saild at the trial; where ex-
prosecutors sould write letters stating that inasmuch as neither
they nor the police had considered the murder as being the result
of gangster activities, the defendant, despite very considerable
present proof that such was the case, must now be estopped from
advancing the contention; and then to reject all polyzgraph
e:!.domo because it was not "legally admissible,” is a shocking
situation,

If the prisoner is to be held to the strict rules of legal
evidence, the police should not be permitted to use hearsay
testimony, nor the prosecution to write a letter which, while
absurd on its face, is elevated to the sanctity of a Judieial
precedent,
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Any sugh ooneept of government should be stopped in its
tracks, If legal rules of evidence are to be applied, the hearing
shculd be before & body which has some oomncept of what those
legal rules are,

It seems plain to me that the hearing contemplated by the
legislature and the assumption of authority by the Parcle Board
relate to entirely different concepts of law,

I have sald before, and I want to say again, that parcle
beards generally are not fitted by temperament, environment or
experience to pass upon matters such as the contentions made on
behalf of Vance Hardy. And to think that the present board could
oonduct such hearings with the thought in mind that innocence on
the part of a prisoner is no ground for pardon comes as a shock
to me, and I feel that it will to the reading publie.

It might not at first glance seem to be politically
expedient to disrepgard the recommendation of the Parole Board,
but I have a feeling that in a matter of this kind you will
follow the dictates of your own conseience rather than any rule
of political expediency., And I personally want to state that if
you do Just this, and set forth the reasons why you are deing it,
your action will win national aceclaim,

Vance Hardy was convieted on the testimony of one man,
That man knows in his heart that Vance Hardy was not the real
murderer, and has come as close to saying so as any man can oeome
and still not leave himself open to a charge of having perjured
himself., Abundant evidénce,which should have been investigated
by the police, existed (and some of it still exists) to show that
the Lambert murder had nothing to do with any "stick-up.” It was
a bootleg killing, and his assailants were well known to Lambert,
who identified them by designation as he staggered in a dying
condition from the death car.,

As far as the testimony of Hardy's sister that he was with
her on the day of the murder and that this day was the day of
the races is concerned, 1t iz very possible that she was correct
as to his being there, but mistaken as to the date of the races,
We never based our own conclusions on her alibl testimony because
Alex Gregory's polygraph test showed that there might have been
some doubt in her mind as to the exact dates involved, although
it also showed a oomplete lack of any knowledge linking her
brother with the orime, and her honest belief that he was not at
the scene of the orime at the time it was committed.

I think if you were to ask the President of the American
Bar Assoclation to select a committee of five men who had no
political affiliations in Michigan, and asked those men to simply
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answer the one guestion whether from the evidenece now available
in all human bability Vance Hardy had been improperly oconvicted,
you would roeeiv- & very definite and positive affirmative answer,

If you were to ask the President of the American Academy
of Forensic Sciences to designate five men, experts in appralsing
evidence, to answer that same gquestion, the answer would be the
sane,

To think that the State of Mishigan oould sonvict a man of
marder and then when the 3tate's chief witness repudiates his
testimony, a board of men whose sole official qualification is
that they have supposedly bhecome expert in determining the extent
of character reformation in confined wen, should learnedly declare
that the prisener had not proven his innocence by evidence that
would be accepted in a court of law, and then in slosing their
opinion should state that even if innocent the pardoning power
was not intended to remedy such a situation, and that as the
prosecution had never considered the evidence indicating the real
murderer at the time of trial, the prisoner should not be permitted
to raise the question twenty-six years later, is to present a
situation that is not only shocking to any fair-minded individual,
but is destined to arcuse a most unfavorable public reaction when
it appoars in print. _

If conditions such as this are to prevall the time will soon
come when Jjuries will cease to conviet the guilty because of a lack
of confidence in the ability of the executive to reetify errors
which every sane man knows are bound to ogour from time to time.

Homer Cummings made his greatest triumph when he used his
powers to prove that & man who had confessed toc & orime,and who
was seemingly faced with overwhelming evidence of guilt, ocouldn't
really be gullty., His ocareer will appeal to popular imagination
because of that incident long aftex his sueccessful prosecutions
have been forgotten,

Knowing this Hardy case as I do, I feel that the situation
is ripe for an executive decision that will establish a precedent
throughout the nation,

The territorial boundaries of Michigan determine the
technical procedure, but the interest in the case 1s national nnd
the results of the case are destined to be far-reaching.

I certainly trust you will make & personal study of the
facts and stop this idea that the Parole Board has been given
authority to constitute itself a super supreme tribunal to usurp
the diuero&ion of the executive, The péople elected YOU as
Governor cltizens arve entitled to have YOU discharge the
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duties of that high offilce,

Vanoce Hardy can't prove himself innocent by legally
admissible evidence, HNo one ever contended that he oould, But
I defy any reasonable man to examine the record in its present
state without reaoching the conclusion that Vance Hardy was
JAmproperly convioted, and that in all human probability, as the
facts stand today, he is innogent of the murder of Louls Lambert.

it is my eontention that the pardoning power was vested
in you as the Governor of the State of Michigan to ecpe with a
situation such as this.

I hope I am not infringing unduly upon your time, but I
feel very keenly about this case, and I thlnk the present
opportunity for you to re-establish the confidence of the publie
in the inherent Justice of sonstituted authority is perhaps
destined to result in one of the most important acts of your
entire term of office,

Sincerely yours,

ESthI
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Januvary 31, 1951

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder
705 American State Bank Bldg.
Lansing 68, Michigan

Dear Lemmy:

Tom and I were supposed to phone you today but Tom was in Pottstown
this morning and won't be here until this evening, so we'll phone
tomorrow instead, I think you gents did a swell Job in Charleston
and am anxious to hear the details from Tom,

I'm glad to hear about that TV broadcast in Detroit and also the
lecture at the Polygraph School., All of this will help.

I note what you have to say about the Hardy case and agree with you
in your opinions., I know, for instance, that Tom never set any
stock by that alibi of Mrs. Barrett's. I think Erle's letter to
the Governor covering all these points is a masterpiece.

We'll see that Tom shoots the transcript out to you as soon as he
arrives here at the office. Bob just yelled in from the other
office that he already had a note to this effect on his desk.

We'll discuss strategy in the Hardy case over the phone., It is
probably a good idea in one way that we are getting into a fight
on this Hardy business. The readers have been wanting a little
action and I think it will set a good precedent for parole boards
elsewhere to realize that we don't take these things sitting down,

Every best wish,

HS :mw




January 31, 1951

Mrs. Gladys Barrett
667 ¥%. Alexandrine
Detrolt 1, Michigan

Dgar Uladys:

I received your letter about Vance. On account
of the recent ruckus in Detroit over the releasling of
convicts, I believe the Governor will take his time about
acting on the recommendation of the Parole Board to allow
things to cool off a bit. In the meantime, we are going to
try to get all the facts straightened out for the Governor
86 that he will have a chance to get the truth about the
whole sub ject,

In the meantime, we are hoping that there will be
no newspaper publicity about the matter because we don't want
any preasure being brought to force the Governor'se hand one
way or the other. I will keep in touch with you as things
develop and 1f we get a turn down from Governor Williams we
will pursue this other angle.

Best regards to you and PFrank,

Sinae!‘ely »

LMS smg



i ———

NIRRT AR |

& 3 B@M-M‘f \4 5\,
ATA'N g 2D
M@ don, -

cdkmtmﬁi\n- Mm%‘l\’?u&w‘&m%
Mgww&@ku& -MO&WM’JJ&&
2y Dade ViaXid Vomass o dond P R, Mm@lﬂqbu‘a\w
A S R L TP TR U UL YRR Y e ond e Amasd-
M%\Wl@amm\u,mm Ma\&mm-
A Do Wocwnnn 80 et o Qoo Poasls Booe . aaadl da Ve
Aua Svo - Xoouwwa Vonte, Asitan = X Avacane LMo Ve, 4
IR B VS "GPV "OVTR, < WO M&LWK&MWW
o Qi N, D AR O &&J&L&WBMu &MM
MAn = O\ A Qo 9 Xodhad & Asa0do e’
.(u..Mb.'. N San s M%Mm‘\' & Nhaa. &&L‘g:uwﬁ‘&;w*umm
W 'mw%&“\wwmqmmw
&‘1\3«». MQMMM&MM 2 Wk e -

PauX oX B o A -Ihxxo&kh&;}\)mmw
T I g s , SO\ VA mm&a&.w-
e T R N e et e
AR onamatad oo o wano-.\ OL © Lot QQUJN‘
oy 1Sy Tie DaFomand Dk D snsaek &0 Qiannies




p

hn aanons 0 X A Nawettiadty Ny W ot

Meas Win A Vot 0L fas Xa Lok -

Ol Bass M Avvwr N Aseeds M S it
M_\bmu)wmh \-b-w\wmn&&w AT sk ' "'
oy 3R 1494 - Vo Al S8 10ad S e
’\QJ G\M%d.\\-«w i D &LMMW SO,
A o NAAAA %%a-vg%d' Oy “A.X'\AM.'

Vo AReSammenk .2 sl Mamhwmwi"i
m%\«\%t‘"“ﬂ\m Wl YA Qo Gnsh D Ranaght
& Do tuatande %o et anedond Ky - cos Coia Lavis arewcd
W&M&%-Mm\tumuqmmdxm~
D A vak Ao B Wedy - Mty A Paarts Bewd
Thot B ik a4y Bk o Dad Menod” b pitans e e
mxgwo\/uw»&-%& xﬂu\mw%w

Waro Wi Avngdan D dn Vol man anSled daliuanut ot
\)%U--ANJ-&” s &u\"w wak VaoR dk wans —
e Ay s e Voo Soan MMMMW
2 ol 9 M&\hSM-—
Ol ol W da. D ALl o e Qo

u/\mbcf’-a.%a_n.&m— Can Qs - Manw \&mM&M




Sz %-—D-UUQM

H*-L&-
\]

D.M_MAMM\‘@& N
t\O«L-» _DAM

.D",,. WAsre IOt . | .
@ oo
D sBnaik \ 2nandl, -




January 31, 1951

Dp. John R, C. Larter.
114 &, West Street
Royal Cak, Michigan

Dear Doctor Cartert

I was very glad to recelve your letter about
Vance Hardy. The matter 1s still In the hands of the
Governor and I rather anticlpate he will take no formal
action on the recommendation of the Parole Board for some
time, It seems that since the present pardon act was
passed in 1937 no governor has gone against the recommend-
.ation of the Parole Board and I doubt very much if the
Governor will in thie caese. For the present at least, we
'hope that thers is no newspaper publiclty about this until
the Governor has had a chance to weigh the factes of the case
without any newspaper pressure, and I have hopes that there
is an outside chance thatthe Governor will act favorably
and not follow the recommendation of the Parole Board.

If your letter to Varnce was returned, I suspect
that it was because you did not put on hig prison number.
The same thing has happened to me., Vance's number is
41675 and I am usually a little cadgy in what I say because
I suspect that the censors carry everything back to the
Parole Board, ' .

A the present time, Vance has no attorney and
we are walting to see what happens before any further steps
are taken.

Thank you agein for writing me, ‘

S8incerely yours,

LMSe:mg



John R.C.Carter, M.D.
114 8.West Street
Royal Oak, Michigan

January 20,1981

Dr.LEMOYNE SNYDER
LANSING ,MICHIGAN

Dear Doctor Snyder:

I notice that the case of
Vance Hardy was before the Parole Board
and they refused to recommend Parole,so is
now up to the Governor,

My letters to Vance Hardy
at the Penitentiary have been returned for
one reasnn or another.When I was Staff Phy-
sician at the Prison one year ago he asked
me to help him and I promised to do what I
could, but being out of touch with him I donot
know how I can, except that I did write to
the Governor, and have talked to an administrat-
ive official to the extent of saying that I
think he is worthy of a pardon,

I will appreciate a letter
from you telling me the status of his case,
who his attorney is(if you can),and advis-
ing me how I can get a letter through to him,

With All Good Wishes for 1851

ingerel (?

P/ TR

ohn R.C.,Carter, -M.D, L

P.8.If everything/else fails.I would like to know
the Court that sentenced him, I do want to help
get him out,



PERSONAL - Mailed to0956 Cooper Street

January 31, 1951

_ Dr. Russell L. Finch N
Frigon Physician
4000 Cooper Street
Jackson, Michigan

Dear Russ: -

I have been mulling over the situation of
Vance Hardy. As you know, the Parole Board recommende
ed that his application for pardon be denied but the
Governor as yet has taken no action and I don't believe
he will for a matter of two or three weeks., AL the
present time, we are hoping that there will be no news-
paper publicity about thls matter so that no presaure
will be brought to force the Governor's hand.

I fully appreclate the delicate position you-
are in to try to do anything for Vance. At the same
- time, I can't help but realize what a treménduous amount
of weight your opinion about Vance would cerry with the
Governor. 7The fact that you have known him over so many
. years and that he has worked for you and everything else
would be bound to have an exceedingly beneficlal effect.

I have a declded feeling that the Governor has—
no love in particular for the Parole Board, and if it were
possible to contact Clark Adems, who is the Governor's
legal advisor, in some way I feel sure that anything that
you would tell them would be held confldential.

Above everything else Rues, I don't want to put
you on the spot. Turn this over In your noggin for two
or three days and let me know vhat you think about it. I
will understand completely if you decide that you had better
remain in the background in this matter. In the meantime,
wo are not letting any grass grow under our feet in our
efforts to get Vance freed. If we get licked on this angle
we will try another. I have to leave for Chicago tomorrow
but I will be back Friday and willl be here over the weekend.

Best regards all around «

Sincerely yours,

MS:mg



John R.C.Carter, M.D.
114 S.West Straet
Royal Qak, Michigzan

February 2 1961

LeMoyne Snyder,M,D,
Lansing, Michigan

Dear Doctor Snyder:

Your letter of January
31 certainly relieved my "temsion™., You
see I have been completely disconnected
except what I zot out of the News, and
decided to stay that way until I got a
cue. Your letter has put me straight for
the present.

Won't vou make a memor-
andum "Toget word to me as soon as there
is something definite about Vance Hardy"?
Incidentally,I did speak confidentially to
the sditor of the News,to do me a favor and
have Vance interbiewed for his personal
life story and his personal values without
any referencs to the political or official
matters, And, I have written directly to
the Governor and told him of my intimate
relation with Vance at the Prison in my cap-
acity as Prison Physician and recommended
Vance as & sincere man doing a fine work at
the Prison.By the way,Vance does carry him-
gself in dignity and refinement and plays the
part of a "ery near-physician®™ to the whole
population of inmates, In any other environ-
‘ment his personality and conduct would be
quite impressive, '

So,for the present, I will
sit tight,and await your advice as to further
developements.I do not contemplate even writing
to Vance until I have heard from you again, I
thank you for your kindly fuidance in this
matter.

Singerely Yours

@ Pectn . D




March 29, 1961

- Mr. Earneat C. Brooks
Commissioner of Corrections
1809 E. Kalamsgoo Street
Lansing, Michigan

Dear Mr. Brooks:
Re: Vance E, Hardy

Tom Smith and I representing the Court of
Last Resort were promised by members of the Parole
Board that we would be supplled with a copy of the
recommendation of the Parole Board to the Governor
in the sbove case. To date we have not received this
report despite the fact that I have made several tele-
phone calls to the Parole Board asking for 1t,.

Would you be good enough to see if you can
have & copy of thies decument forwarded tc me as soon
as it is possible. .

Very truly yours,

LS ing LeMoyne S8nyder, M. D.



Harch 29, 1001

Bre Raymond (chiniler
7 ant 44th wtreet
liow York Y7, He Ye

Lear Raymonis

Thenit you for your nlee letter about ay
detber to vovernor “illimen.

For sone tims [ bave been Quite concerned
about the tine iag between the deadline for Argosy and
the publicatlion date and I have been teying te thin
up some methcd of gettling past this hurdle, Jeventy
daye is @¢ long that 1t Cakes & lot of the punch out of
whiat neods Yo he said aboul certeln situations. low, I
aentt kwovw wgything about publlishing a pegasine widleh X
suppose gualities w to speak with authority on the
subjecte mw ti i have beon wondering about le the

&x21blllty of e eheet of paper which ls typed up and
3 dneerted Into the maghrine at the time of delivery.
There may bo 8 thousand objsetions to that that I don't
now anythlng ebout but I saeething llie that could be
wome 1 think 16 wouwld add & lot of punch o the work
et wo are trylng 60 doe

. How, about stlering up the Hichlgen press on
this Uaxdy uatter we are o a 1ittle LA of a delicate
position. £ have oo Cowbt that illlesw wep disappoinbed
at thé veoport of the Varole bospd e he wuld such have
ppoferyed to Lave gone along vith we and granted Yardy o
pardone ‘.?mweqwng vy all of the nater that we have
- gotten fron thie vase has heen fyas “illimus®! offlie.

There hae been no newspapey publicity of any kind on this
matter in recant months amd beocsuvsw of thie fest thabt
#431iepe’ of fico bhas coopuyntod ith we 1000 [ sort of
hate like hall to take advantage of the Informwtion thwey
nave gpiven ues Co etart pouring oll wn fhem. Now Bhe
Parcle loeard hasn't given up anything. 4¢ e patter of
fact, we have never gotten a copy of thely report to the
Governor wiileh they prooised and [ would have 1o hesitaw
tion whatever on giving them the wordises I think I will
write the Parole Doamd today malkling a fomal demand for
a copy of thelr veport to the Uovernor and crobably then
we xmg proceod aoainet e with o freo banu awd a clesr
sane < lonco,.
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Hr, Naymond schindier
I expoot o bo In Now York agsin eariy in lay
gu:@beua can work outl somo soheme then to bring this
DUCe
Loncovely,

Lo g Lelioyne Sogdep, Me De

- e Hre Hapry OStoeger
¥r. Alox- 08y
. Tom &%ﬂl
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March 27th 1951.

Dr. Lelloyne Snyder
705 American State Bank Bldg.
Lansing 68, Michigan.

Dear LeMoyne:

Re: Hardy

I am replying to your recent letter request-
ing any ideas we may have regarding the above case,and,
first of all, let me congratulate you on your masterful
letter of March 26th,

I wish to make the same suggestion I made at
Harry Steeger's home, the night you, Tom Smith and Bob
Rhay were there with me:-

The Court of Last Resort we keep emphasizing
is The Public. Argosy Magazine reaches several million
readers a month. How many readers are in the 3tate of
Michigan, I do not know, but there must be a substantial
number. I believe a brief article should appear in Argosy,
calling on the readers to get in touch with the Governor and
the members of the Parole Board who turned us down, giving
their names and addresses, and the article should briefly
outline the evidence we presented and make a point of the
various facts such as are outlined in the third paragraph
of your letter of March 26th.

The main point I emphasized at the dinner at
Harry'!'s home was that we had a very cooperative press in
Detroit on the Gross case. The reporter there from the
Hearst paper who worked with us I am sure would jump into
this case with equal enthusiasm. The one thing that the
politicians of Michigan do not want, and which will move
them to action in my opinion, is for the local press to
get after them. Why not try to enlist the aid of this same
paper? We could give them a peach of a story with photo-
graphs, transcripts of some of our interviews and they
could run a series for days, and would also have the opinion
of Jerry 0'Brien, and they could really make a crusading case
of it. I think this is the only way that we will get a pardon

for Hardy.
Sineerely,
‘_\"/‘ : == \.f,f/bg_'y;.
RCS:E Copies to All Riz;ond Ce. Schindler.

Court Members




EARNEST C. BROOKS

COMMISSIONRER

STATEOFMICHIGAN

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

G. MENNEN WILLIAMS
GOVERNOR

April 10, 1951

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder
705 American State Bank Building
Lansing, 68 Michigan

Dear Doctor Snyder:

Ret Vance E, Hardy

I find, after checking on the Vance Hardy case, that 1t
has been agreed that no releases will be made until the
Governor's office had completed their study. We would
have no objection whatsoever to your having a copy of
the Farole Board's report to the Governor, dut since we
are not in a position to provide you with it at present,
mey I suggest that you see Mr, Clark Adams about it,

Sincerely,

E'-C'-Q«wp

Barnest C. Brooks
Commissioner

ECB: jm

112 STATE OFFICE BLDG

LANSING 13



205 East 42nd St.,
New York, 17, N.X.
April 12th, 1951,

Dear Lemoyne:

I don't know whether I have told you
so previously but your last letter to Willlams on the
Hardy Case was a gem, There is some ocuestion in my mind
about how the Governor will get around all this but I still
think we ought to be ready to go ahead on a court action
in Hardy's behalf pretty soon. Certainly before you start
for Europe. I an not too much worried about Gillis'
difficulties. I think he will go as he indicated to me
when I last talked the matter over with him,

About Bailey it is my thought that the best

thing we can do there is to give Governor Patteson and
the Charleston police a little time before we start to
shoot, I am sending to Chief Charges Ray a copy of our
report and he has prorised to look into it without regerd
to the attitude of Capt. Williams, Liv feelling 1s thet
putting pressure on Fatteson at this time would not be
gquite fair, He took quite a Dbeating down there for commuting
Bailey and letting Painter and Burdette die., He ought to
have a little resvite from the thing. In any event I an
quite sure that we could not get any actlion until there is
some further break in the case which may be some time dn
coming, Maybe we ought to talk it over in New York and
with Erle when you co e here,

Have you made any progress about getting
us s wholesale deal on a dozen coples of 'Ho:icide
INVESTIGATICK ' I'd like to keep nmy cormitment to Chief
Ray in Cherleston soon, it will give me chance to needle
him a little,

We have been huddling on TV stuff for several
days - don't know anytaing ygt but the pattern now belng
consifered looks good to me, No doubt Harry will contact
you 1f the things gets solid. Looking forward to seeing
you here in Iew York soon. Regards to Loulse and the
yourigsters.,

Tom
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COUMT OF LA4OT RESORY DEPARTEENT

June @, ia28)

The Honorable 8, Meonnen Willisws
Governor of Stete of Hichigan

Dusr Governopr Willlamak

On the cccasion of my visit with yov on June lst you esked
that I give you & pemorandum on the esse of Vance Erin Hepdy end the
saveral suggestions that were diseussed with you eonewrning the dle-
position of this caue.

| 8incs lesying your office one ruther luportsat metter hesu
besn Prought to my attendbion by ¥r, Enyder thet I 4id not inow shout
vhen 1 tzlked to you.

Wien the hegring vas held defore the parale boerd on Hardy'ts
petition for & psrdon, the witness Mercelt was brought to Lenzing by
Dotroit polioce Ltas (roetired) Beffman snd Jolmson, These officers alse
brought with them an aye vwitness fowmd by the Court of Last Rusort}
one John Stalinski of Detroit.

It should be remembered that thesse offiecers were the some
officers who csme to Marewlts home snd brought his to ecourt mder srrest
$0 compal him to testify egainst Berdy in the original tricl,

It way not be fair to Infor thet these offloers lmpreporly
influeneed Mareslt while he was be trenaported from Datroit to
Lunsing to oppesr at the hesring. It is trus though that as o witness
at the hearing Hareelt sppesred to be confused ané fesrful snd thet his
testimony at the honring was less forthiwight thanm were his stabtoments

ven both in writing =nd en&z to Court of Last Resort investigators
1e Stanley Oardner and Tom i

Por your infomsetion recorded intorviews with Harewld and
signed atetements by Marcelt, repudisting his identification of Vanee
Hardy, save availsble from the fllss of the Court of Last Resort.

With respeet to the men Stelinakl vwho wss not & wituess st
flavéy's trial, we would like to point out that the Court of Lest Aesort
has 8 recorded interview with Etalinski in which he gives an sy wite
ness eccount of the shooting of Louis Laabert and in whiech Stalinski
states thaet he £1d not belleve Hardy wes & member of the murder gang.
On the stand at the hearing Stalinsicd steted that he ¢id net mtmfy
ma the shooting of Lambert but had run arouné the comer of the

ng.
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The inference is that the board might have been willing to
recommend & comautation or & psrole for Havdy but that they were pre-
cludsed from muking such a recomendation by the nature of Hardyls
petition whieh asked for & full pardon,

We are concerned now with the faet that Hardy, whom ve be-
lieve to ba imuocent of the murder of Louls Lambert, has served
twenty-six years in prison for 2 erime that he did not commit and we
dislike to contemplate further delay in doing justice to this men who
has already suffered over much.

It is our hope that Af you find it necessary to again refar
this matter to the board of parele that you will give them some positive
instructions for prompt handling of the casu, :

I sinearely hope that these suggestions will e of assistance
to you in disposing of this matter end on behslf of the Court of Last
Resort 1 want $o thank you for your kindness in setting zpart s portion
of your busy day to discuss this matter.

We feel confident that the public of the stazte of Hichigsn
will support you in any action you mey bake to give Vance Erin Berdy
belated Justice.

Yery truly yours,
CONRT OF LAST RESCRT

T8yin Tom Smith
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The inference 12 that the bosrd might have been willing to
recoumenc & comnutation or = parcle for Hardy but that they were pre-
cluded from meking such s rocoumendation by the nature of Hardyls
patition which asked for & full psrdon.

Fe are concermed now with the fazet that Hardy, whom we bee
lieve to be imnocent of ths mupder of Louis Lzmbert, has served
twenty-s8ix years in prison for a erime that he did not commnis and we
dialike to conSemplate further delay in doing jJustice to this man who
has already auffered over much,

It 1s our hops that if you find it necesssry to again refsy
this matter %o the board of gnmla that you will give them some positive
instructions for prompt handling of th: casce ‘

1 zingerely bope that thess suggestions will be of asslstanes
to you in disposing of this matior and on behalf of the Lourt of Lass
Resort I want to thank you for your kindmess in setting epart & portion
of your busy day to discuss this metter,

¥e feel confident thct the publie of the stste of Michigsn
will support you in soy action you may teks to give Vemce frin Hardy
belated justlce. ' ,

Yery truly yours,
COORT OF L&5T RESCRY

I8uin Tom Smith




ARGOSY MAGAZINE
COURT OF LAST RESORT BULLETIN NO.2 June 11, 1951

TO: All Members of The Court of Last Resort
and Committee of Council

On Friday, June 1lst, Tom Smith intcrvicwonc Governor Williams at Lansing,
Michigan with respect to the case of Vani: Hardy.

The matter was again reviewed from start to finish and the Governor was
advised that the Court of Last Resort was anxious to get some action in this
case.,

It was pointed out to Governor Williams that he could do one of several
things. First, he could grant the pardon in spite of an adverse recommen~
dation of the parole board; second, he could appoint an independent group as
suggested by Erle Stanley Gardner to further investigate the case; third, he
could refer the matter back to the parole board with a suggestion that he was
impressed by the evidence submitted on behalf of Hardy and felt that the -
parole board should reconsider the matter giving full consideration to such
elements as the several polygraph tests, etc, Finally, if he felt that he
must abide by the ruling of the parole board that he should make his decision
in the matter known, and in effect, get the matter out of his hair and ours.

Governor Williams listened attentively to these several suggestions and
he was rather pointedly told that we were anxious to have some kind of a de-
cision. He then went on to say that under the circumstances it would not be
possible for him to make an immediate decision. He was certain, however, that
the Court of Last Resort was not going to abandon Hardy until they got him
out of jail,

The inferences in the Governor's conversation with Mr. Smith were, that
he is making a personal investigation of the Hardy case along several lines,
First, the matter of the facts in the case itself and second, the questions of
rather a legal procedure in making a decision that may not be in harmony with
the recommendation made by the board of parole, It was quite clear that he
had some such plan in mind and perhaps underway for he was unwilling to say,
finally, that he would approve the action of the parole board at this time..
His statement that he knew the Court of Last Resort was not going to give up
on Hardy was very interesting.

It is the feeling of Tom Smith after talking with Dr. Snyder, that the
matter should be permitted to rest for a period of approximately 60 days to
give the Governor a chance to consider the matter at his leisure. Governor
Williams has been extremely busy for the last six months with the legislative
session going at Lansing and it is understandable to some degree why he has
not had time to give full consideration to this case,

Following the conversation with the Governor, Mr. Smith prepared a memo=-
randum for Governor Williams at his request enbodying the suggestions of the
Court of Last Resorts A copy of this memorandum is being prepared and will be
circulated teo all concerned,
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Investigation on the Silas Rnger's case has been. opened.

Tom Smith accompanied by Harry Henderson, who will do the writing for
Argosy on the Roger's case, left for Richmond, Virginia on June 6th for con-
versations with Mr. Jack Kilpatrick, of the Richmond News Leader, who has
done a substantial amount of work on the Poger s case and has a petition pend-
ing before Governor Battle at the preseat tiie and for a conference with
Governor Battle,

The overwhelming load in the recent poll favors investigation of the
Roger's case over the other iwo that were mentioned, however, the balloting
on all three cases were sufficient to warrant the interest of the Court of
Last Resort in all of them.

There will be a further report from Richmond on developments regarding
Silas Rogers,

Petersburg, Va, ——=—=——- June l3th,

We have just received an audograph record from Tom Smith who is in
Petersburg, Virginia working on the Silas Rogars case, and I think the new
developments may be of interest to 21l

"We have run into an almost fantastic situation down here. We were led
to believe by Kilpatrick and others that we were going to run into a hornets
nest of opposition cn the part of police and authorities in Petersburg. (n
the contrary, we find that present chief of police, one Welton Trailor and his
staff, including a Captain Parrish who was a participamt in the Roger's case
and a witness in the trial, are very friendly to Rogers and are very uncertain
that he was the man who killed Officer Hatchel. They promised us, and they're
giving us, full cooperation in making an investigation. Some of the information
which they have given us is startling indeed.

For instance, they told us that on the day that Rogers was apprehended
and Hatchel was killed that Rogers was unmercifuvliy beaten by the police there
and that the two soldier boys who were picked up in the stolen car were
released the same day and permitted to go on their way. Apparently the police
having concluded that being unsuccessful in beating a confession out of Rogers
they couldn't make a case against him.

On the same afternoot another negro was seen at a location somewhat re-
mote from the scene of the crime but in a position where he mignt logically
be expected to be founc by Officer Parrish. Officer Parrish attempted to
halt the man and brirs him in but the man ram. There was a considerable
number of shots fi~ed at him and this man was nev-r apprehended.

At the same time on an occasion just a day or two before the-killing of
Officer Hevchel, a colored man or perhaps two of them escaped from the nearby
Chester<1eld jail and were known to be a2t large in the general vicinity of
Petersburie

One of the witnesses at the trial, a man named Davis, testified to the
fact that two colored men entered a draw or creek bottom know as Lt. Run, just
below the hospital, immediately after Hatchel went in. Neither of these men
were ever apprehended, although I should say, one of the escapees was later
questioned about the matter and cemied any knowledge of it.
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The fact that the two soldier witnesses were released so quickly in-
dicates that the police did not believe that Rogers was the man and it gives
very strong support to Roger's statement that neither Jordan or Stevans, the
two soldiers, were able to identify him as the men in the car when they were
first brought to the police statioirn

Another angle that is quite interestirg ‘s the fact that Parrish and
Chief Trailor tell us that the then city ns ager, Hatchep, called all of the
police force together and threatened them with loss of their jobs if they talk-
ed about the beating of Rogers or participated in the case in any way except
as might be directed by Chief Beasley. In spite of this threat Officer Parrish
told his story at the trial.

It is significant that after Rogers was in jail a great many men were
detailed to try to find the man seen by OfficerParrish on the outskirts of
town, It is also significant that Chief Beasley and .I think, one of the other
officers, testified at the trial that no effort was made to continue the search
after Rogers was apprehended because they were certain they had the right man.

It is also true that Officer Jolly, who was Hatchel's partner on the
morning he was killed, told Chief Trailor, who was than a seargant in the de-
partment, that he was not certain of Rogers being the man. Jolly was one of
those who rounded up the crew to go out and search for the other man that after-
noon.,

He also testified at the trial that after Rogers apprehension they had
the case closed and no further effort was made and that no men were ordered
out to search for this party who was jumped by Parrish.

The situation looks like that hollow where Hatchel met his death was
full of negroes and cops that morning, It's g01ng to be a little difficult
to tell ever, perhaps, who killed Hatchel.

Officer Parrish tells us that he went to the city manager and told him
that if he was put on the stand he was going to tell the truth. He said that
both Jolly and Beasley lied when they said on the stand that they were always
certain Rogers was the man., All the officers and men lied when they said they
did not know why they were searching lee Park which was the area which Parrish
saw this other negro.

The search for this second negro began in the afternoon and continued all
night and ranged for miles all over the country 51de. Some National Guardsmen
were also called in to assist in the search.

There is a possibility, although rather remote in the light of the test-
imony of some of the employees at the hospital, that Hatchel might have been
killed by Jolly who's movements are not vecry well recorded and who has told
many different stories, Incidentally, this man Jolly and all of the other
officers who were on the force at she time of the Roger's case are now gone
with the exception of Arnold Jackson, who is the flngerprlnt and photographer
official, Chief Trailor tells us that Jackson himself is now willing to stand
with him in regard to Rogert!s case..



It is also reported t0 us by Trailor and Parrish that two officers of
the department got into a fight at Christmas time following the conviction
and beat each-other up with black;acks in an argument over the Roger's case.

Trajlor says that when he came on duty that morning he found Roger's back
and shirt soaked with blood and asked why, which almost got him flred

He says further that the soldiers, viuv: they ware finally returned to
Petersburg from Providence, were kept in fire siylie in a‘hotel and were given
treatment that was accorded to no other material witness. The police were
given orders to take them any place they wanted to go and give them anything
they wanted and that they were even supplied with women or taken to a house
of prostitution whenever they wanted to go.

There's some gal down here that Jordan knew at the time and we're trying
to find her too.

The whole thing adds up to one hell of a mess, however, with the present
situation in the police department at Petersburg, and with the prosecuting
attorney showing signs of weakening, and with active petitions before the
Governor for Roger'!s pardon, I feel that there is a good possibility that a
few more days of effort here may bring the case to a successful conclusion.

We have a tentative appointment with the Governor for Tuesday and will
re-check our ammunition with Jack Kilpatrick of the News Leader."

1 am enclosing a resume ofa case that was submitted to the Court of
Last Resort. I want Hank Franklin in Peterboro, N. H, to particularly note
as it may be possible for him to interview Galvin at the institution at
Norfolk,

The material contained herein is largely unverified and is taken from
the prisoners account of the crime, together with excerpts from the transcript.



June 12, 1961

TO MEMBERS OF THE COURT OF LAST RESORTS

Well, it looks like at last we are golng to get
started for Europe and will be salling on the DeGrasse
next Saturday morning. We expect to get back the latter
part of September.

I probably won't be around here when the Governor
gives his final decision on Hardy, but I doubt if he will
get around to it for a month or lix weeks yet anyway.

Enelosed 1s a statement whioch I copled out of the
Federal Advance Sheets which came to our office this week.
This 1s about as strong language as I have heard a Federal
Judge use in a long time and I thought it would be of
intereat to you., Who knows but what the Wentzel case might
have influenced his thinking a little bit as it all happened
right in his neighborhood,

I was interested in Irle's comments about the future
wrk of The Court of Last Resort, This recognition by The
American Bay Asscclation is the greatest thing that has
happened to us so far, and if we can get the proper sort of
publicity on it I belleve it will do us a great deal of good,
With the backing of The American Bar I think we are then in
a position to go about gett some money so that we can hire
more investigators and accomplish more in the way of production,

For several reasons, 1t has seemed to me that the Ford
Foundation might very well be willing to give us this help. One
of the tenents on w ich the Foundation was set up 1s for the
better administration of Justice and is directly down the line
with our objectives., In addition to that, Henry Ford, Sr, was
intensely interested in the plight of the convict and did a great
deal to rehabllitate these men., The headquarters of the Foxd
Foundation is now located in Pasadena but Paul Hoffman is in
BEurope for the summer. I have some contacts with the Ford C
here in Detroit which I belleve would at least get me into the
door of the place, Iy feeling 1s that if and when we get some
proper publicity wlth reference to the Bar Assoclation matter,
the time would be ripe to approach the Ford Foundation to see 1f
it would lend the necessary financial support. If thiz becomes
possible, I would much prefer it to trying to finance the Court
of Last Resort with a radlio show or something along that line.

Well, that's all for a whiille. I hope you f:y- keep
busy and enjoy yourselves and drop me a line once a while ¢/o
of d:oh. Americen Express, Paris wh ich will have my forwarding

ad B8,




June 12, 1961

Page 2e

TO MEMBERS OF THE COURT OF LAST RESORT

PAfl sends 'loff' to you all, and I only hope
that the Greenland Ice Cap doesn't melt on the way
over.

Beat all around,

/2/77‘“‘

LS smg LeMoyne Snyder, M,D.
Encl




FAIR TRIAL »

Prosecuting attom:{'n concealment during
P lvanis murder trial resulting in death

penalty of evidence which, if introduced, might
have induced jury to impose only life imprisone-
ment violated due process and necesslitates federal
district ocourt’s grant of accused's habeas corpus
petition.

(Text) "Since when have we seen fit in this country to
leave such questions to the whim, the caprice, the hatred or
the favor of a prosecuting attorney? Under such a theory a
trial would be & farce and justice a jest, It would be &
trial by Attormeys General and district attorneys and not by
a court of justice #u## Our people are informed through the
press that such practices are followed in some other lands,
and we are justly shocked at some recent instancee abroad of
political injustice, Yet right here at home we not only have
discovered that it was secretly practiced but in these proe
cesdings a court is asked to impress such a travesty wi th the
stanmp of judicial approval and constitutional sanctity .+

"It is of the utmost importance to every citizen of our
country today for the courts to strike down all attempts to
resort to such an unwarranted use of despotic power. Such a
policy would leave the trial judge and J not inf'ormed of the
facts, with no ruling possible by the trial court or appellate
court on matters withheld,"

UeSeDeCoay EoPas, (Wollh, Jde)3 in re
Almeida, May 15, 1961,




ERLE STANLEY GARDNER
Rancho del Palsano
Temecula, California

August 12th, 1951

MEMORANDUM TO: A1l members of the Court of Last Resort.

In view of the statement contalned in Tom Smith's report
that Clark Adams had intimated Hardy could be discharged on a
commutation to time served, I called Adams and suggested we
quit monkeying around and get Hardy out of prison.

Adams gave no intimation whatever that there was any
willingness on the part of the Governor to grant a commutetion
if we would accept that, but instead was qulte emphatic in
atat1n$ that the Governor, under the circumstances, simply
couldn 't afford to do a thing, although he did state off the
record thet he emphatlically believed there should be a special
board to handle matters of this kind and they should not go
through the parole board,

I gave him a good plece of my mind on the parole board
and stated I thought the Director of Corrections had ueed the
Hardy case as a matter of political expedlency, that the opinion
of the parole board stunk to high heaven, and that we intended to
blast 1t wide open in the magazine, that i1f the Governor tried
to stand on that report he would be placed in a ridiculous light
throughout the country.

I t0ld him we had had high hopes of Governor Williams;
that the first governor who started the reform of having a speclal
board to pass on cases where men might be lnnocent would be making
an outstanding contribution to Jjurisprudence and would start a
move that would sweep the country. I told him we would much
rather have had Governor Williams on the band wagon where we
could glve him some good publicity, than to have him out in the
brush where we were goingz to be snliping at him, but that in view
of Adamgé' statement there was apparently nothing elee for it and
we would start snlping because we felt the officlal attitude in
the Hardy case was unjust and inspired purely by partisan politics,

Adams saild to hold off, that he didn't want to take the
responsibility but that he would put it up to the Governor
personally, I told him that 1t had been dragging on long enough
and we wanted a yes or no answer. He promised to get it for us
within a month.




Memo: CLR members 2= August 12th, 1951

Williams may do something to create a board, but I think
not. We had better plan to start an application for a new
trial.

I think it is entlrely reasonable to believe that the
missing notes in the Gross case and in the Hardy case 1ndlcate
that after the decision to the effect defendants were entltled
to a new trial when the judge had not been in court at the ;
time the verdict was returned, the court reporter was quietly
instructed to go througn his notee and remove the notes in all
caBes where the judge had not been on the bench so that the
imprisoned defendants would have no way of establishing the
record, I think we can claim this to be & fact, provided we
do not claim the records were mutilated by the reporter, but
acouse someone of carrying out this policy., (If we can get
some committeeman to do the Job it would be a swell thing to
find out the extent to which the recorde have been mutllated
and destroyed, )

Let's start working on thle thing so we are all ready to
g£0.

Erle Stanley Gardner,

ESG:1m



Name., Vance Hardy No. 41675 To Whom. Dr. LeMoyne Snyder Relation. Business

Date, Sept. 29,1951 Address 705 Amer, State Bk, Bldg City. Lansing State. Mich,

Ty

FURUOSE LETTER

SPECIAL

Lcmsmg To Expedlte '
Dr. Le Moyne Snyder

705 American State Bank Bldg. V“‘n_cé Hardy Action
LanSing’ 68, Michigan Continuing delays dog the pro-

gress of investigators in the case
of Vance Hardy, local inmate, who
is the subject of one of the cases
before Argosy magazine's Court of

Dear Doctor Snyder: Last Resort.

Hardy received word from Dr Le-
Moyne Snyder last week in which
the doctor stated that an immediate

Enclosed herewith please fir ﬁiinﬁgmﬁ?h xaﬁc?ﬁgfgnsﬁfm%]f
the institutional newspaper, the Spectator, d& Snyde erpressed hope that Crvor.
1951. Inasmuch as this clipping concerns you nor Williams would take definite
one that called the matter to your attention; o, « iip to Europe and action in
is without foundation or truth, I want to give the Hardy case was first on hisy,
so you will not think that I am taking t00 MUC Unied Statee o0 @8

1
In talking with Hardy this wesk

Last week one of the inmate |1 'Sorc ion e Courts of
the Spectator apmoached me and asked me wheth ficicls, nor had he heard any of-
additional news in regards to the action of th fcidl word irom Lansing. .
Resort ", I told him that the only news I had Bl e
the October issue of the Argosy, page 4; and suggested that he
read the article for his information. I specifically told him
that I had not heard from you, or any other members of the Court
of Last Resort, within the past several months.

The last paragraph of the item that I have
enclosed clearly states the whole of what I told the inmate
representative of the paper - the rest of the article is mere
conjecture and assumption on the part of the paper. I most
emphatically did not state that I had heard from you, or that
I had been informed that a meeting was to take place wlth the
Michigan Officials,

I am particularlly concerned about this matter,
because for the past twenty seven ( 27 ) years distorted and
assumed statements have been the basic reason for my continuous
incarceration, and it seems that the same condition still exists,

Once again I would like to express my sincere
thanks to you and the other members of the Court of Last Resort,
for the interest and concern you are expressing in my case, I
am patiently waiting until I hear the goed news from you, I remain

Very truly yours,

cc: Commissioner Brooks
Warden Frisbie
Ass't Deputy Fox,.

( 1 encle, )




Name, Vance Hardy No. 41675 To Whom. Dr. LeMoyne Snyder Relation., Business

Date,_Sept. 29,1951 Address 705 Amer. State Bk, Bldg City. Lansing Stete. Mich,

I et |
CIAL PURPOSE [ ETTER Argosy Of In
Lansing To Expedite
Dr. Le Moyne Snyder Vanc S
705 American State Bank Bldg. _ ef Hardy Action
Lansing, 68, Michigan Continuing delays dog the pro-

gress of investigators in the case
of Vance Hardy, local inmate, who
is the subject of one of the cases

before Argosy magazine’'s Court of
Dear Doctor Snyder: Last Resort,

Hordy received word from D\r. Le-
Moyne Snyder last week in which
the doctor stated that an immediate

Enclosed herewith please fir meeting wxﬁ;hgfq‘iggﬁmgg"‘g‘f
the institutional newspaper, the Spectator, dé snyder expressed hope that Gover-
1951, Inasmuch as this clipping concerns you zg{imwg}lgf;f m‘;guginyfggfh;*;gggﬁ
one that called the matter to your attentiop; on a trip to Europe and action in
is without foundation or truth, I want to give the Hudy case was first on  his
so you will not think that I am taking t0o muc (nited States ;

In talking with Hardy this wesk
it was learned thal he had heord

Last week one of the inmate nothing more from the Courl's of-
the Spectator apmroached me and asked me wheth ficials, nor had he heard any of-|
additional news in regards to the action of th ficidl verd from Lonsing.
Resort ", I told him that the only news I had o |
the October issue of the Argosy, page 4; and suggested that he
read the article for his information, I specifically told him
that I had not heard from you, or any other members of the Court
of Last Resort, within the past several months.

The last paragraph of the item that I have
enclosed clearly states the whole of what I told the inmate
representative of the paper - the rest of the article is mere
conjecture and assumption on the part of the paper. I most
emphatically did not state that I had heard from you, or that
I had been informed that a meeting was to take place with the
Michigan Officials,

I am particularlly concerned about this matter,
because for the past twenty seven ( 27 ) yearas distorted and
assumed statements have been the basic reason for my continuous
incarceration, and it seems that the same condition still exists,

Once again I would like to express my sincere
thanks to you and the other members of the Court of Last Resort,
for the interest and concern you are expressing in my case, I
am patiently waiting until I hear the good news from you, I remain

Very truly yours,

cc: Commissioner Brooks
Warden Frisbie
Ass't Deputy Fox.

( 1 encl, )
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Name. Vance Hardy No. 41675 To Whom. pp. 3o
/ . _LeMoy
Date, 3Sept. 29,1951 Address 705 Amer, Stace B.

¥y
SPECIAL PURPOSE LETTER

. M Snyder
335 kgergzgg state Banlt Bldg.
Lansing, 68, Michigan

Dear Doctor Snyder:

Enclosed herewith please find a clipping from
the institutional newspaper, the Spectator, dated September 29,
1951, Inasmuch as this clipping concerns you I wanted to be the
one that called the matter to your attentionj and since the article
is without foundation or truth, I want to give you the actual facts,
so you will not think that I am taking too much upon myself,

Last week one of the inmate representatives of
the Spectator apmoached me and asked me whether I had heard any
additional news in regards to the action of the " Court of Last
Resort ", I told him that the only news I had was from reading
the October issue of the Argosy, page L4; and suggested that he
read the artiele for his information., I specifically told him
that I had not heard from you, or any other members of the Court
of Last Resort, within the past several months.

The last paragraph of the item that I have
enclosed clearly states the whole of what I told the inmate
representative of the paper - the rest of the article is mere
conjecture and assumption on the part of the paper. I most
emphatically did not state that I had heard from you, or that
I had been informed that a meeting was to take place with the
Michigan Officials,

I am particularlly concerned about this matter,
because for the past twenty seven ( 27 ) years distorted and
assumed statements have been the basic reason for my continuous
incarceration, and it seems that the same condition still exists,

Once again I would like to express my sincere
thanks to you and the other members of the Court of Last Resort,
for the interest and concern you are expressing in my case, I
am patiently waiting until I hear the good news from you, I remain

Very truly yours,

cc: Commissioner Brooks
Warden Frisbie
Ass't Deputy Fox,

( 1 encl, )




October 6, 1961

Mr, Vance Hardy,
#41675

4000 Cooper Street
Jackson, Mlichigan

Deay Vance!t

I received your letter end the clipping which you
enclosed, Don't worry a bit about this. It didn't
bother us a particle,

Tom Smith, Alex Gregory and I expect to be over the
first part of next week and have a short visit with you.
-We have been working in Detrolt thls week to get things
started for a new trial, and at the present time things
look very hopeful, We will tell you all about it when we
,‘ggge over in a few days. Please give my regards to Dr.
~ Fineh., : -

Sincerely,

LMS smg | LelMoyne Snyder, M.D,



COURT OF LAST RESORT DEPARTMENY

October 17, 1951

ll:r. Alex Cregory
:_Wit, ¥ichigan

Dear Alex:
I an onclosing harewith an affidavit prepared to be executed
Eg you, in 8ix copies., I think this may be all that ie needed although it
is poasible that may decide to subpoena both you and Peterman,
latioyne 1is petting Peterman's statemsnt and will send it in
to "Chick" Sherman as acon as possible, I am enclosing an envelope addressed
to Sherman Tor your use,wiich will save you the trip to his office,
Bob is getting ready to go up to get the affidavit from Brang,

up in X¥aiung and all other matters were in good shape when I left Detroit. As.
soon as the Brang affidavit 1s completsd, Sherwan will be ready to go.

I an going to Blloxl a few days for the Prisonqmse Convention
and from there, will return immediately to Detroit to finish this up.

Regards to Clara, I am,

Very truly yours,

COURT OF LAST ORT
" g o

Tom Smiﬂ:

TSils
Eno,

CC. Dr. Lelioyne Snyder —

B spom Lnre 25 Coprin of, -l

i ﬁfo/w wwz:,:?)‘ et C Herrman?

- 2.21 ¢ &..w.u_.,...

£ 40 Gl Soe




COURT OF LAST RESORT DEPARTMENT
Ostober 18, 1951

M, 8idney Sherman
2216 Cuardian Building
Detroit, Miohigan

Dear ¥r, Shermani

Arrangements are going forward to secure the affidavit of the jurer, Eugene
Brang, who 18 up in Nalne, and six coples of this affidavit will be malled to your
office as soon as the matter 18 signed and sealed. Bob Rhay, of the New York
office, is flying up to Ripogenus Dam next week to get this done. I left the
Hollingsworth affidavit completed with Mrs. Barrett and she said she would deliver
it to your office togother with the original of the Watson-Johnsen affidavit, Copies
of the death certificate of Watson-Johnson are being secured and will also be deliver-
ed to your office soon, The search for juror John Crader continues and we feel that
he will be located and the new affidavit from him will be in your hands this week,

An affidavit has been prepared and sent to Mr, Alex Gregory in Detroit covering
s Polygraph examination of Hardy in June 1950, This contains an exact transcript
ef his report made at the time,

De. leNoyne Bpyder is obtaining a written statenent notarized f{rem Sgt. Peterman
of the Michigan State Police, covering his examinations ef Hardy and this, too, will
be sent to your office immediately,

In connection with the evidence of Uregory snd Peterman, it is interesting to
note that the Journal of the American Medicsl Association, Volume 147, WNo. 6, dated
October 6, 1951, on Page 615, containa some excellent material relating to the reli-
ability of Polygraph tests, I have this magazine in my briefease and will show 1%
to you when I get to Detroits If you think it will be of any velue, we might use
it as an exhibit in support of the testimony ef Peterman and Oregory.

I would like to momment just briefly on the matter of the missing records. It
Just may be that as far as the law 1s concerned, the element of the missing records
may not be too important, I think it s important, however, that Judge 0illis, in
his opinion in the 1945 proceedings, felt it necessary to dismiss the matter with an
explanation to the effect that the records were probably lost during the course of a
WePuAe filing project in the Recorder's Court Clerk's office. I think it should be
made clear that these rscords gould not have disappeared at that time because Regner's
sertificate that they were lost antedated the W.P.A. project, You, of course, will
use your own best judgement on this but i$ is my feeling that properly set up, it
strengthens the entire case,




¥r, Sidney Shermans Boteber 18, 1951

Naturally, % of us are concerned with getting this matter before the Court
st the esarliest possible date consistent with sound preparation. I feel that all
of the essential material can be in your hands not later than October 2 or 25.
With this in mind, I would appreciate some advice from you as t¢ when you think
filing cen bs made snd the motion for leave argued. My plans are %o be iz Detroit
about the 27th of Ogtober and remaln there untii the case is coancluded te give you
such assistance as 1 may,

I want you to know that the contribution that you and Mr, Martin are making for
the cause of justi uiathucmnmamwaﬁamwmnubnlﬁmm
of Last Resort sand I an sure that the readers of Argosy Magaszine will be fully infourm-
ed about it. . I may say, too, that we all appreciate the very practical manner in
which you approach the entire natter and that it has been a distict personal pleasure
to work with you,

b

Best regards, I s,

Yours very truly,
COURT OF LASY HRESORT

Tom Smith
T5tis ‘ '

CC. ﬂnﬂu'l. David V. Hartin
3337 Cadillac Tower
Detroit, Michigan

irle &8, Cardner

Dr. Lelarne Sapder



STATE OF MICHIGAR
IN THE RECORUERYZ COURT FOR THZ CIYY OF DETROIT

THE FPROPLE OF THE
STATT OF MICHIGAN,
FlaingAfe ;
-Vg- g Mo, _ 53711
, )
VARCE T, HARDY, g
ﬁurendant.)_;
AFFIDAVIT OF WILBUR M, FETTRHARN
i _SUPPORYT OF HOTION FOR NEYW TRIAL

BYAIE OF KICHICAN ;

a8 ,
COURTY OF IEGHAM )

Hilbur ¥, Fetermann, bsing first duly swern depoges and
snyy that he 1a r resident of the City of Lansing, 3tate of
¥ichigan,

Peponent further says that for the past twenty years
he has been emrloyed ag & member aof the ¥ichigsn fStute Police
end now holdes the rank of Deteetive-Sergesant in thet organization,

Deponent further gaye th:¢ for the past nine ysars
Bis prineipel duty has been, and wmost of his tims devotel %o,
the condusting of deceptien teste fur the Michigsn Htste Police
by the use of the Xeeler “olygrarh and during the yesr 1250 con-
dunted sush tests on 844 versena, That the rurpose of eonducting
such teats on p prerson sispected of having conzittsasd a orime 1s
to obtain deponanta’ oninion of the innesence or gullt of such
saereat end it is common practice by the Michigsn Stste Follee




to follow Cenonents' oninlon after such test in elther the re-
\

lesaing or holding for further invsstisation of sueh suspect,
L

| Daponent further states that he is frequently requested
by the Parols Board of the 3tate of Kishigan $o econduet such

| daception testz upen prisoners under 1%s Jjurisdiction to ald

the Farole Foard in {stersining the Truth or falasity ef stete-

ments and elaims made by cuch prisonersy that 119 such examina-

tione ware sonducted during the ysar 1980,

Demonent further states that on December 10, 1944 st
the rejuest of the Farole Bosrd a polyersph exszination wasg
aittemnrted upon Yence T, Hardy, to try $¢ determine whether lapdy
rartieivated 1in the killing of Louis Lambert or had direect
- snovledge of such surderi that Hzrdy wae in such a ohysieszl and
. nervous vendition that a satligfactory test could net be per-

- formed and no epinien wes renderséd with respect to Rardy's olaim
E that he was innovent of ouzh charges; Shat deponent redomnended
thet Hardy be given nlenty of rest and brought back st a future
tats for another exsmination, On March B, 1946 st the recuest
of the Parole Bosrd, Vance E, Hardy wasg returnsd to the Sgate

| Polisce Headquarters at Tast Lansingy that at this tize, Hardy
wes in & sstisfaetory physieal and nervous conditien fer suoh

a ‘a6t and that a eareful polygrach exsminstion wae given %o
Hardiy by deponsat with regpect to the murder of Louls Lambers)
that following this examination it was the epinion of the de-
| ponent that Vanee £, Hardy had get particinated directly or
indirsetly in ths surder of Louls lLambert znd had ne zuilty

| knowledge econeerning his death,

| Deponent further soays that on Jeptember 17, 18K he
aypear>@ at s hearing before the Farole Board om the application

e




‘ |
‘ |

by Vonee ¥, Hardy feor a pardon) 3hst when the &asistaat‘htternayﬁ
Genaral sselsned to the Parels Bearé notisesd hies presence in the
hegaping room deponent wes instrueted by him %0 leave--that his
testinony was not desired but at the request of Vanse Hardy and
biz reorseentative ha remsined and testified with respset %o

bis polysrarh pxasination of Mareh £, 1948; and that deponent
testifisd ot this hearing that in his opinion Vance Herdy wag

net gullty of the curder of lLouls Lanbert and had no pullty \
knowledge of thiszs orime.

Deponent finally states that om October 15, 1961 he
#gain stutled thes graphs of the rolygresh examinstion which he
cendueted on Vamos Herdy on lMarech €, 1546 and again 1t is bis
spinion that Vanee Harty did not participate in the murier of
Loule Lembert znrd has no guilly knowledze of saild erime,

Furthser deponent sayeth not,

, -

] G ¥, Fetermann

; Subseribed ané avern to before me this

}|\ot&i7 » e."' Tounty Jiichigan r
‘ -
\ﬂx comslisglon expires /265~

4

|
|




STAIE OF XICHIGAN
I8 THE RECORDERYS COURY FOR THZ CIYY OF DETROIY

\
h GTZTi E@"ﬁm"%ﬁﬁ' i
Plantirs )
-va- ; -
| VANCE ¥, HARDY, )
1 Defendans, } |

AFFIMVIT OF’ wruua M. mm

SPATE OF HKICHIGAN E ”
COUNTY OF INOHAM ’

Wilbur X, Petermann, being rirst duly sworn depoges and
 pays that bhe is a2 resident of the City of Lansing, Ytate of
 Richigan,

| Peponent further says that for the past twenty yesrs
he has bDeen smployed zg s member of the Michigan Stnte Police
end now holds the rank of Det:otive-Zergeant in that organization,

Deponent further gaye th:t for the paat nine years
his prinelral 4uty has been, and most of his tizme devoted %o,
'the eoondusting of decention teste for the Michigsn 3%ete Police
by the use of the Xeeler Tolyzrarh and during the year 1050 con-
dueted pueh tests on 644 persons, That the ourpose of conducting
such tests on a2 person sugpected of having comuitied a crime is
‘to obtain devonents’ opinion of the innocencs or guilt of such
'sugpeot and 1t is coumon oractice by the Nichigsn Htate Follee




|

' gents and elsims made by such prisonsrsj that 116 such exanins-

| thet Hardy be given slenty of rest and brought back at s future

to follow deponsats'! opinlen after sueh test in either the re-
lsasing or holding fer further investization of mich suspeet,

Devonent further states that he is froquently requested
by the Parols Hosrd of the Itate of Hichigsn to eonduct sueh
Zsception testa upon prisoners under its jurisdiction %o ald
ths Tarole Foard in Seterszining the Truth or falaity of stute-

tions wers conducted during the ysar 1950,

Denonent further states that on December 10, 1944 at
the request of the Parcle Bosrd a polyeraph examination was
sttempted upon Vance ¥, Hardy, to try to determine whether Hardy
pargicipated 1in the killing of Leuis Lambert or had direct
xnowledge of esuch murder; that Hardy wae in such s shysical and
nepvous condision that a satiefsctory test could not be por-
formed snd ne ovinicn weg rendersd with respect %o Hardy's elaim
thet he wss innoeent of such charges; that deponent reconnended

dats for another exsmination, On March &, 1046 =% the recuest
of the Parole Board, Vance £, Hardy was returnsd to the “gate
Polise Hesdquarters st Tast Laasingy that at this time, Hardy
wes in & setisfastory physiosl and mervous condition for such
a test ané that a eareful polygrach exsmination wes given to
Haply by deponent with respect to the murder of Lowde Lambers;
that follewing this examination it waa the opinien of the Ge-
ponent that Vance ¥, Hardy bad no% partieipated direeily o¥F
indirectly in the surder of Louls Lambery an? had no puilty
gnowledge eoncerming bls denth,

Deponent further ssys that on September 13, 1950 he
arpearesd at & hearing before the Parele Sosurd on the arplication




by Vonee £, Hardy for a pardoni that when the Assletant Attorney=-

Coneral szelgned to the Farole Board netised hiz presence in the
hearing rocm devponent was instruete! by him to leave--that his
tegtimony was not desired ut at the request of Vanee Hardy snd
his representative he remained and testifled with respect %o
his polysrach exsxinntion eof Harsh £, 19403 and that depcnent
teatilied at Shiz hearing that in his opimion Vapnee Hardy wag
net gullty of the murder of Loulsz Laabert snd hed no gullty
knowledie of this orime,

Deponent {inalily statey that om Oetober 17, 1961 he
ggain atudled the grazhs of the rolygrech exaninstion whieh he
condusted on Vanee Hardy on Mereh €, 18486 and sgatn it is hie
eninion that Vance Harcy ¢id not narticipate 4in the murder of
Loule Lambort snd hag no guilty knowledge of szlid erime,

Furthsr deponent sayeth net,

‘ ounty Hichignn
By $QWW13¢129/Q¥$11MG 22 4?574{,




STATE OF NICHIGAN
1IN THE RECORUDER'S COURT FOR THT CITY OF DETROIT

TRE PROPLE OF THE
STATE OF MICHIOAN,

Flaintiff )
e - ; ¥eo, _SS7A) .
}
VANCE . HARDY, ;
Defendant. i
AFFIDAVIT OF WILBUR X, FETTRNANN
RS Sy ) ! LA

STATE OF HICHIOAN
COURTY OF IRGHEAM

%8 .

Wilbur ¥, Petermann, belng first duly swern deposes and
sanys that he 1s 8 resident of the City of Lansging, State of
¥ichigan,

Deponent further gays that for the past twenty years
he hes Deen employed as & member of the Michigan State Police
and now holds the rank of Deteetive-fergeant in that organization,

Deponent further gays th:t for the past nins years
hs princival éuty has been, and most of his tize devoted So,
the conduoting of decention tests for the Hichigan S%ste Police
by the use of the Xeeler Tolygrarh and furing the year 1350 con-
dueted guch tests on 644 pereong, That the curposs of eonducting
such testes on a psreon suspevted of baving comwitted a crime 1s
te obtein deponenia’ oninion of the innocencs or guilt of such
suspect and 1% is common practice by the Hichigsn State Follice




|

to follow deponsnts’ opinion after sueh test in either the re-
leasing or holding for further invzastiyation of such suspect,

Usponent further gtates thet he is frequently requested

by thes Parole Board of the State of Nichigan %0 eonduct such

feseaption tsgta upon prisenere under 1te juriediction to aild
the Farole Poard in deteormining the Truth or falsity of stete-

| ments and ¢lalws sade by such prisonersj that 119 zuch exanins-

tiong were eonducted during the yoar 1680,

Deponent Turthey statesz that on DPecember 19, 19844 2%
the request of the Parcle Besrd a polygrsph exsaination was
attempted upon Vanee ¥, Rardy, to try te deteraine shether lapdy
partieipated Iin the killing of Leuls ilambert or had direct
knovledge of eugh murder; that Hardy wes in sueh a rbyeiecal snd
nervous conditlon that a satiefactory test ceuld net be per-
formed and no opinien was rendersd with respect to Rardy's claim
that he was innoesat of such chargssi that deponent recommended
thst Hardy be given tlenty of rest anéd brought back 4t a faturl
date for ancther examination, On Mareh B, 1D4€ at the request
of the Parole Board, Vance E, Hardy was returned to the State
Folice Yesdquarters at Yast Lansing) that at this tins, Hardy
wag in a satisfaotory physisal snd nervous sondition for sueh
# %est and that a careful polygrach examination weg given %o
Hariy by deponent with regpeet to the murder of Leuls Lambers)
that follewing this examination it was the opinien of the de-
ponent that Yansce ©. Hardy had neot participated direetly or
indirsetly in the nurdier of Louls Lambert and had ne gullty
inowledge ¢onserning hias feath,

Deponent further ssys that oa September 12, 1850 he
appearesd at a hearing before the Parole Soard on the srplieation




e

\
!

. by Vanee £, Hardy fer a pardon; that when the Assistant htternay4
General essigned to the Parcole Board notieed hiz pressnce in the
hsering room deponent was instructed by him to leave~-that hias
tegtimony wes not desired but at the request of Vanoce Hardy and
| his rspresentative he remsinsd and teetified with reapeet to
kis pelygrarvh sxaxination of Mareh €, 1948; and that denonent
testified 8t this hearing that in his opinion Vanes Hardy wae
not gullty of the uurder of lLouls Lambert and hal no guilty

| knowledge of this crime.

\ Dsponant finally states that on Ceotober 19, 1961 he
| sgain studled the graphg of the »olygresh ¢xaminstion which he
| conducted on Vanee Herdy on Mawveh &, 1045 and again it ig his
opinien that Venece Harly 4i¢ net veartiecipate in the murder of
| Lowlg Lambert and hae no guilty knovledge of ssid erime,

‘i Further deponent sayeth not,

| Subseribed and asworn te before me this

W -
1&6‘" of .ﬁjﬂ“_"d A, D, 18851

ounty Michigen

I
” ¥y nonzigeion expires LL2, /
|




Qotober 25, 1951

Mr. $idney Sherman
2216 Guardian Bullding
Detrolt, Michlgan

Reyl Vance Hardx Cage
Dear M¥r. Shermani

Encloeed are the affidavits from
Deteotive Petermann, of the 3tate Police.

We greatly appreoiate the intereat
that yon and Mr. Martin have taken in this ocasze,
and I heve every hope and bellef that we will
be suocceaaful, I look forward to seeing you in
the near future. ‘

Very truly yours,

LeMoyne Snyder
LM3$ RMS

Encs.
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/ Pickering Tells of Sisters' 27-Year Sacrifice:

Aifer

- Appeal Petition
Before Court

By JACK PICKERING
Another attempt will be made
morrow to freé Vance Hardy,
aprisoned 27 years for a murder
insists he ‘knows nothing
yout.

kY

Hardy's conviction was a brief!

snsation in 1924, and swiftly
srgotten six weeks later when
. cave explorer’ in Kentucky,
-amed Floyd Collins, was trapped
shen the roof of a tunnel col-
1psed on him.
For 17 days Collins was a.page
ne story all over America. When
‘ urrowing rescuers reachpd him,
;e was dead. After that people
;rote books and sad songs about
im, and Floyd Collins became
fabulous synonym for a_man
sIplessly trapped.

ONLY A SISTER LEFT

If Hardy is telling the truth—
:d some pretty cagey crimmal
investi-
gators insist
that he is—he
has been just
as hopelessly
trapped, for 27
vears instead of
17 days.
* Nearly all his
family have
§ died while he
~“has been in
prison. Today
only his sister
is left, a
; woman who-has
washed dishes, been a waitress,
turned riveter in a factory to earn
money spent {rying to win
“brother's” freedom,

Her hopes now lie in a hearing
before Recorder's Judge Joseph
A. Gillis, at which permission will
be asked to appeal for a new
trial. Hardy will be acquitted in
any vetrial, she is confident, on
grounds that there isn't enough
evidence against him.

There never was, she insists;
but even some of the evidence

- nsed in 1924 since has turned out
to be false, she says.

AIDED BY EXPERTS

‘In her corner are people from
Argosy magazine’'s “Court of
Last Resort.” Tom Smith, field

e

VANCE HARDY

representative, is here for the
hearing. ;
Erle Stanley - Gardner, who

created the “Court of Last
Resort” has been here, and Dr.
Lemoyne Snyder, medico-legal
authority from Lansing, and Alex
Gregory, top-flight Detroit poly-
graph expert also assert vocifer-
ously that if Vance Hardy ever
was in any trouble, it wasn't the
murder of Louis Lambert, for

‘whose shooting Hardy was con-
|vieted. !
| The shooting—a holdup as Lam-
bert walked out of a bank at
Harper and Mt, Elliott—occurred
when prohibition-ridden Detroit
was pretty much of a gangster
shooting ‘gallery. :
But Lambert, in "the wholesale
drink trade, was quite a political
wheel. The hue and cry was con-
siderable.

Hardy was picked up Wit_h_ three

Detrolt Times Photo

Mrs. Gladys Barrett and the slack-shirt set she is
saving for the day her brother, Vance Hardy, is released
from prison where he is serving life sentence for murder:

others whom the police' suspected
of going to Marquette to try to
smuggle guns to a pal‘in prison.
No s were found—but the four
were suspected of killing Lambert.
One was killed by police bullets;
another had his case dismissed;
a third had an unbreakable alibi.
Hardy took the full punish-
ment.
lcarne to Déiroit then to try to
help; went back down south; then
returned again to be- . nearer
Hardy. Ever since, then _she has

i | escaped

i [some money, and she

Fr amedg Experts Insifst

. Most of Prison_er's
'Family Dead

“Lambert told him, ‘The
River Gang did it’ That was
the omly statement he made
vefore he died.

other men. One told him, ‘Go
3;1 back or you'll get what he
d.
“Marcelt now says he identi-
fied Hardy as one of the men
only because the police told

him to.”
Taken to Marquette, Hardy
t wyears in

, was recaptured,
something like eigh
solitary confinement, Out of soli-
tary, he saw his mother just,once,
and then she died. So did his
father, his wife and his brother.
SISTER SPENT $7,000

since has been transferred to

| Jackson and she sees him once

a month.
When she first came here she

| washed dishes. In 1940 she was a

waitress getting $1 a day plus
whatever tips she got. When the

‘'war came she was getting gray,|.

but dyed her hair and got a job
as a riveter, buying a bond out
of each week's pay. ;
She got a $2,000 stake together
that way. Friends have
as saved
more. In all she has spent out
$7,000. Right now, although broke,
she is beginning to feel fairly con-
fident of success. C
Brought up in Missouri and
Kentucky, Mrs. Barrett speaks in
blunt, plain English. \
“Brother was only in Detroit
three weeks when a friend in-
troduced~him to two bad char-
acters. He didn't know they
were, They invited him up to

shoot dice a little bit—you

His sister, Mrs. Gladys Barrett, |p2

play some cards. He wasn't a
gambler—I mean, he liked to

know, a tin-horn gambler, They
asked him to go along to Mar-
quette for the ride.

“When they had to hang the
mucder on somebody, there was
Brother.”

RECORDS DISAPPEAR
Maybe the most suspicious ele-
ment of the whole cgse is what
happened to the trial records. In
1934 Mrs. Barrett, who Hves  at
667 W. Alexandrine, asked- how
much it would cost for a tran-
script, of the' frial—planning an
appeal. i ;
She was told $200. But when
she went bagk to get the tran-
scripts, clerks said the records
had disappeared. She still has a
signed statement from the court
stenographer testifying that the
ges of his shorthand notebooks
which dealt with. Hardy's case
were missing  from the books
when he went to look at them.
Why, they ask, should anyone
HO D

“Marcelt began fo chase the '

Only his sister was left. He|

iven her -

£

O ——

——




Hotel Rarlum 8

Detroit, Mioh,
November 10th, 1951,

Memo to all C.L.R., Members:

Re Vance Hardy

Motion for leave to file a motion for a new
trial came on before Judge Gillis Friday merning.

Ruling was given on the motion for leave without
argument. The Judge approved this motion and set
the heardins on the motion for new trisl for Tueaday
November 13th at two o'clook in the afternoon,

This 13 the firs® court day. londay the 12th being
observed as Armistice Day here in Detroit,

Attorney's Sherman and Naptin are confidant but
Just to mate sure are using the interim to

prepare arguments and citations against the
possibllity that there may be a real fight in
atore, The deputy as=igned by 0'Brien i1z one of
the best on his ataff,

Wall wire New York as soon as I know the answers,

As a guest of LeMoyne went to Lansing to see

the M3C=-Notre Dame game Saturday, These hay-shaters
have quite a ball cluby Out of respect for our hoat
mention of Haxrvard was very carefully avolded,

Tom,




Y Clipping from "Daily Express" (England)
November 17, 1951

PRIVATE EYE SAVES LIFER -~ 'WE DO IT FREE'
Cartoon hero
Dick Tracey Express Staff Reporter
has wrist
radio..,.but
Schindler
gets by with
lie detector

Vance Hardy walked out of the Michigan State Penitentiary
yeaterday with a free pardon and no redress, after serving 26
years for a orime he had not committed - murder.

The man who freed Hardy drank a toast in his luxury, fifth-floor
West End hotel suite and wrote "No. 9" in his file.

His name? Elementary, my dear sir. Look at that red-jacketed
novel, "The Complete Detective," conveniently at hand; read
through the mass of newspaper cuttings and magazine profiles,
discreetly avallable; 1listen to the telephone that rarely atops
ringing - and you have all the clues.

It 1s Raymond C. Schindler, at 69 the world's highest-paid "private
eye"; an aging Dick Tracy with bright blue eyes.

IT'S INPALLIBLE

Vance Hardy, a Kentucky boy, got into trouble in the mid-twenties
during a wave of unsolved murders. His sentence: Life. He
appealed to the court of last resort, an unofficial crime
investigation team headed by Mr. Schindler.

"We do it free," explained Mr. Schindler, "if we think the Buy
has a case, It'a a sort of crime investigation in reverse."

First, the court uses the lie deteotor invented by Leonard Keeler,
one of the team until his death. "The way we use it, it's 1nfa111blc,
said Mr. Schindler. "We know at once if we are on the right track."

Then Mr. Schindler calls in his private F.B.I. - his hand-writing
experts& his sclentists, his detectives, his lawyers, and his
"propers" (undercover agents).

The cost 18 never considered: The findings are given to the
police. And so far nine innocent men have been freed.

SECRET INQUIRY
America's best-known private eye is in London for four dnya - "on

business naturally. ven't had a vacation in 31 years." His
inquiry 1is secret. It will take him to Paris and Rome after London.

-l i




With him is his second wife, attractive, dark-haired, Janis.
She was one of the Schindler "ropers" until they warried four
years ago,

"I am her only assignment now," sald Mr. Schindler. "We take our
married life around with us.

"Mrs., Schindler is gonna catch up with her Christmas shopping.
We'll work in a little sightseeing during the trip."

Most of his work is concerned with civil cases, but he investigates
insurance swindles, blackmail, political graft, murder. His fee:
500 dollars, or nearly £180, a day.




Hew Yordk,
Hovesber 20th, 1951,

ey Dave snd Chistt

I had & ek with Joo Nanhid yestordsy and
tod $0 hia thet 4% would bo & happler
al WﬁrWuMMMn&h

for the Hoaxdy omb teld hin that buth of
you would e mim&yW!ﬂ
and pointed out thmt that would be the ard of the

two weols verdnd asied (ar by Detrolt honlelde
Duresti,

faghid ncreed that 1% would be good date and
nnnmmtme everything osuld be soapletod
by Ho n Wmmwummt
'M&' mn mr.mo atin’t think thoy
L\? tut they 4id wart to
boabioto unmmlm.

feoling 4o thut this s prota tho beat nrrangonent
m.u sonecrned, v {0 not mt riak anothop
mumeumn&atwrommmw
ot %o nention vhnt 36 will sesn W rs,
Wamw.mwm:mwuuxm
have to feel Vint we have ruated O'ipden Into
anything ond he will not have @ sake oy apologlen,

I ax not cortaln that 1% will be possiblie for oe o
be in Dotrolt for the payeoff, ¥ ax gure that Lelorne
end pertops Alex Sregopy will ot o on hend,

Taghid hos promieod to 0% me 'mow
Af saything comes up to lntomwn tzzoa
nmum:eﬂ pl.rm.

:?zlnhzwawnwamuw A under your
raotion in Dotrolt, hopo we ann do 1% ammin
sone YAnes,

j nest regerde,

X

Tom ndth




Jan, 28, 1952,

Detroit, NMich.

Dr. Leionyne Snyder,
Lansing, :ich.

Dear Dr. Snyder:

There is no doubt in ny mind that
you are anxious to hear about that job I left in
Lansing. I and Frank were un to talk to vou about
it. I had my letter of resignation with me, and
was going to talk about it with vou., But we could
not wait bscause we both loft a very sick girl at
hone. "es, Dpcter, Sister is a very sick girl even
as I write this letter,

low as Tar as the job is conserned
the first mistake was the fact that Ir. Fuasy tried
to hide my identitye. Once the help found out I was
in prison---T1 nean the assistaits to I'rs Steward, about
four or five of them~--they all began to give ne a
hard way to go. Some even thought that I was on parole,
one thought I was just an ex-con just out of prison,
and one, lrs Cox or (Coxs, made me strictly to under-
stand that As a commen thief I was to do as I was
ordered, That is, on my last day there was boy dish-
washer who got a job at the State Folice barracks,
before I got a chance to ask for his replacement,

I was told by by this fourth assistants, irsCoxs,

that there were not going to be any replacement for
the boy and I was to do his work, And she said this
with a "or else" attitude. In the secound vlace I
was to be a supervisor over the dish-washing dept.

As it is and as it was when I was there, every assis-
tants to IrsSteward was the boss, i the kitchen needed
help, out came a boy or a woman, and Hardy did their
work. If this or that needed the hand of a bov or a
woan, out they would come from the dish-washing dent.
And Hardy did their work,

In the third place I was not liked by
all those assistants becauvse I was liked too well by
the helpn. And it was so because I tried to clean up
the nlace, I tried first of all to have the maintainace
to fix the washing machine which had forty hundred
leacks. “hen there is the garbage pump which I tried to
zet them to fix. I tried this because three times a
dey those poor women had to dig out the slop with their

wn hands., And this stuff stunk to high havens, Of course
I could go on with much more, But then you go dovm there
yourself, Doctor, and see for yourself, And by the way
just ask ALY ONE of those boys or women what they thought
of llardy. In shortiy it was imposible for me to work there
under those conditions,

S50 I came to Detroit and through the help
of Doctor Carter of Rowal Oak I got a nosition as an
attendant to all the patients in a small mental Sanitarium,
It is the Delfike Sanitarium On Hast Jefferson. The pay
is not much but it is a tyve of -rork I like, Then too there
is guit a bit of an opportunitviof advancement.,




(2)

S0 now you can see, Doctor, Why I quit. In the
first place I am today not a criminal or an ex—congigt
according to law as ir Fausey seemed to thinge I have
nothing to hide, and I think I am as good as the next
mane After all there was something fishy for lr Iausey
to try and hide my identity, because the day that the
Argosy came out in lLasing I could feel the buzz=buzz
around me. And right there and then is were I was given
harsher orders from all the assistents.

All in 21l I am so"ry thing turned out as they
did, me if vou were in v place, I am sure you would
have done the szue as I. I tried my best, Doctor 8Snyder,
so help me,

By the way, Doctor, what do you think of that
bill coming up at Lasing3

Enclosed you will find a small piece about
me and the bill which is coming up for consideration
at Lansin

Hoping that you are in the best of health

and not too angry with me, I remain

Sincerely Yours




February 1, 1952

LeMoyne Snyder, M.D.
705 American State Bank Building
Lansing 68, Michigsa

Deer Doctor Sayder:
I am enclosing history and a letter just

received from Mr. Hardy. I thought you might
be interested in viewing his letter.

” Glen W. Fausey,

GWF:m Director

enc



COoOPY

Jan. 27, 1952
Detroit, Michigan

Mr. Glenn Fausey
F. W. Sparro Hospitel
Lansing, Michigan

Dear Mr. Fausey:

With due respect and appreciation I thank you for
giving me my first opportunity to work, especially in a
hospital. I have found Mrs. Steward a fine person to
work for, but when one of her assistance insisted that
I replace a boy on a dish-washing machine, that was a
little more than I could take. I liked my work, I washed
many dlshes whem there were more than the help could
handle, but when I was told that the boy was not to be
replaced, and I was to do his work, right then and there
I decided to look for another job. #And this I have done.
It is a Job more to my liking--a patient attendent in one
of Detroit's sanitariums.

Therefore I regret that the sircumstances compell me
to render my resignation.

Sincerely yours,

Vance E. Hardy (Signed)

If permigable please send
my check to this address:

Vance E. Hardy
667 W. Alexandrine
Detroit, Michigan




February 4%, 1952

Mr, Vance Hardy
667 Y, Alexandrine
Detrait, Michigan

Dear Vances

I was awfully sorry to miss seeing you when you
came to the officey a few days ago., HNaturally, I was quite
surprised vhen I heard that you had left over at Sparrow
and I was rather concerned to know why, Your letter
explains everything and I don't blame you at all for doing
what you did. I am sorry that I had to be cut of town
that week because I think I could have straightened things
out 1f I had known what was in the wind,

I am sorry‘to hear about Gladys' illness, I
trust it is nothing seriocus and that she soon will be asg
vell as ever,

There is one little matter that I would 1like to
get straightened out, and that is about the $50.,00 which
Tom Smith borrowed from you in New York, As I understand
1t, that was half of the $100,00 paid you for the television
appearance., While I have had no communlcation with Tom
Smith, I understand that Tom claims to Harry Steeger that -
he reéurned the $50.00 to you the fallswiﬂg morning in the
form of five new ten dollar bills, While I might have been
mistaken about 1t, it was my understanding that you had
never received ang of that g50 00 back from Tom, and that
out of the other $50.00 which you received, you "had to pay
your own transportation back to Detroit, i would appreciate
it a great deal 1f you would stralghten me out on the
detalls of that transaction..

In the meantime, the becst of luck to yocu and I
will appreciate hearing from you as soon as possible and
let me know how you are getting along.

-

Sincerely yours,

LelMoyne Snyder, M.D.
LS ther



Feb. IT, I952.
Detrolt, Mieh,
Doctor lL.emovne Snyder
Lansing, Mich,

Dear Doctor Snyder:

Apnarently there has heen sone
ilesunderstanding concerning that Tifty dollars
wnlch I let Mr. Smith use during my stay in ilew York.
I am sorry that this come about in such a way. 30 now
will try to set this matter straight.
We thought that Mr, Smith might
be short of cash the day he and 7 left Detroit. 3o
Gladys insisted that he accept £fifty dollars from
her., I myself had sixty dollars of my own noney.
Upon ny arrival at the Daily's program, I was given
a one hundred dollar check., 'y hotel bill was paid
by the Dally programe -ust then 'r. Smith did not
seem to have any money, so I cashed my check and
gave Tom 1ifty dollars. in the mean time while I

wes in Vew York those five days, my own sixty and
the fifty from the Daily program went like wild fire,
30 the night beflore I returned to Detroit, Tom gave
me five new ten doller bhills., ‘‘hen we arrived at the
air port, Tom told me to nay ladvs that fifty which
nwe wot from her., 1 told him that © could not do this
because all the roney 7 had was the Tifty he Jjust
gave me, ind it was then that he told me to buy my
£icket and he would send 7ladys he fifty dollars.
And L at is Jjust what he did latter on. In other
UO”aw, Joctor, I am verv sorry that the above hannened,
and T would give anvthing in the world For this to
not have harpened,
7e all are sxtremely sorry over

this misundCTS'andj:U. We feel that Tom is the moat

since 1an t we have met, and we all have whole
sorne “00 ect for him, And we all hore that he will
not fsel hurt over this incident, Many arologies to
Tom Smith.

-

D

¥any thanks for permittipﬁ me to
read vour »noolk, It is an excellent piece of work and
very interesting and educational redinge.

Mailed Ir. Fausey ny resignation
on Jan. 2&th when franfand I were in Lansing. I requested
him to send my check to my Detroit address. The pay day
was on the 5th, I worked from Jan. I6th to Jan. 25bh.
So far I have not heard anvthing about this. Will you
please ask Ir. Fausey about this,

Magys is feeling bebter but still

not to par. ¥Wishing vou and vours the best of ever;thing
I remain,

Singerely Yours




reb. I6, T952.
Detroit, :ich.

Doctor Lelioyne Snyder
705 American 3State Bank Build.
Lansing, [ichigan,

Dear Doctor Snyder:

If you are still angry at
the Parole Roard of Michigan---and I am sure
you are---then the man to see would be this
man: Al Fingle. Fe is a parole supervisor of
Detroit. I talked to him quite a lot. ‘e tells
me that he will be in Lansing on the 20th or
the 2Ist and wouvld like to talk to you about
the TFarole Board. e is the man about whom T
spoke to you. He has a very good ax to grind
against this board. e also has some very good
and sound ideas in regards to those poor devils
behind those prison walls,

is for myself, I have a fine
job which is in an experimental stage as yet.
So wnen I get all set on it, T will write you
all about it.

Wishing you and yours the
best of health, I remain




‘Y_ From the Desk of:
LEMOYNE SNYDER, M.D.



AN ORCHID FOR GLADYS
by ERLE STANLEY GARDNER

A solenmn hush permested the sourtroom of Judge Joseph A,
Gillie in Detroit,

Gladys Barrett, & slender, nervous womnén, sat twieting her
fingers. Her faee, sehooled through twenty-seven years of dle-
appointments to eoneseal her emotions, was utterly wooden, Only
her eyes and her fingers showed what wae going on in her mind,

This was the payoff, This was it. This wes the c¢ulmination
of twenty-seven years of fighting, _

This wea the day that Vance iardy wus t0 make his finsl bid
for Jjustice,

044ly enough it was the 1jth of the month, If you were
superstitious that meant something.

It was hardﬁfbr Vanee Hardy and Gladys Sarrett, his siaster,
not to be superstitious, They had been through tco mush, They
had experienced tee many misfortunes, Six years eariier Gladys
Barrett had sat in this same gourtroom, before this same judgo.
Thie same metter had been presented to him, an applleation for
& new trial for Vance Hardy,

The decision had deen adverse,

It is, in faoct, Aifficult to think of anyons who aculd
possibly have been any farther behind the eight ball than this
same Vange Hardy, ’

Gonvicted of murder in 1924, he had been sentenced to life
imprisonment.

And as Oerald K, O'Brien, the Prosecutor of Wayne County,
which inoludes the Detroit territory, had explained to us, "In
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Mishigan, life imprisonment meeans life, It means the particular
defendant is confined in the penitentiary until he 1s dead”,

Vanoe Hardy had imsisted he was inncoent of the murder. He
had elaimed that he was gonvicted of killing a man whom he had
never seen in his life,

Vange Hardy wews lcnﬂ to Michigan'a Marquette prison,

It was & tough prison, and Vence Hardy didn't willingly
co-oporate, He was full of fight, He protested hils 1ﬁnoeonco.

He fought sagainst the injustice,

It 4id hiam ne good,

An opportunity to escspe presented itself, Vance Hardy
eagerly grasped that opportunity. ke beocame one of the few men
- ever to escape from Marguette prison, He made his way to Arkansas
and there he was arrested and returned to Marguette,

Vance Hardy was plaged in solitary eonfinement by way of
punilhicnt.

It ie aiffioult to tell Just what happened after that,
Vance Hardy says he was told that he was going %0 be left in
solitary gonfinement until he dlo@.

Solitary confinement is at best an experience whlcﬁ tests
the mental endursnce of & prisoner, As a rule it is for only a
few days duration, In extreme gases for & week, or perhaps two,

| In NMarquette prison in those days solitary sonfinement in
extreme cises @ould mean something else, It meant thats the prisoner
would be stood up in the morning, his hands thrust through the bars
of his eell, just above a'eorossbar and at the height of his
shoulders, and handeuffs put around his wrists on the gutside of
the bars,
Then they went away and left the prisoner standing there,
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Try standing in one position for twenty minutes. Try
standing there for a&n hour, -- Try putting handouffs around your
wrists, Notice the pressure of steel ageinst the wrist bones,
Try to endure that for an hour,

Now think of atgndins up heour after hour, day after day,
with the bite of handeufrs holding you in sueh & position that
there 1s no way to take the strain off your museles,

Vance Hardy claims that he was $0ld he wes going %0 be left
in golitery until he dled, =

Prigon statistics show that he was left there for ever nine
years:

Onoe a wesk Varwe Hardy wes permitted to walk down the
gorridor to a shower bath, That was his 0£oroilo. It seens
ineredible that human will power eoculd enable & man %0 retain his
eanity under those conditions,

Vangq Hardy toughed it out,

A new warden eame to Marquette prison. Warden Dell had
idees of hls own, He was one of the forerunners of a more modern
priscn administrsation, He probably saved Vance Hardy's life,

But Vance Herdy's troubles weren't over, :

All of this time Hardy's slster, Gladys Barrett, had been
flghting to get justlce for Vange Herdy,

Under Michigan’s law she oouldn't appeal Herdy's case
unless she eould get & trenseript of the trial evidence, She
couldn't get & transeript unleses she pald for is, The ccst, for
& women in her meager financlial eireumstances, vai prohibitive.'

However, she worked, driving herself to the limit of
endurance, seving every penny she oould poasibly save, going

without luxuries whioh meant ®0 muoch t0 a young woman, skimping
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on her alothes, on her meals, putting pennies aside until finally,
after ten years, she had menazed to save enough %0 meet the
requirements,

Clutching her savings in her hand, she hopefully went to
the gourt offiociales to report that now aﬁo was able %o pay for a
transoript of the evidence, Now she would be 1n a position to
appeal her brother's ocape,

Fate dealt her & stunning blow,

The resords of the Vanee Hardy trial hed mysteriously
dissppesred, The pages of the court reporter's shorthand notebook
eovering the Hardy trial had been torn out and destroyed, There
was no possibility of getting & transoript, sc there was no appeal,

Ten yeara ol work and saorifiee had been made useless, The
hopes of ten years had bsen dashed to the ground,

Gladys Barrett sterted a eamnpalgn %0 try and get Michigan
offielala intesredted in her brother'e case, to try and get him
released from priaon,

It is unfortunate that she understood one of the offieials
t0 intimate that in return for money this might de arranged, She
lost her head, She accuned the offisial of selioiting e bribe,

e angrily denled that he had made any such overtures, He ordered
Gladys Berrett from his office, There was & seene,

It 18 quite probable that Gladys Barrett had misunderstood
what had besn seid to her, but there 1s no misunderstanding about
what followed, '

The irate offiscial, without whose favorsble agtion there
eculd be no possible hope, wrote Vance Hardy en angry letter,
stating that his slster had oreated & saene in the official's
offise, That letter sald the offielal was too broaﬁmind;ﬂ to




B
hold this against Vanee Hardy personally, but, he went on ¢o

Whet . would you think if you were serving & 1ife sentence
end regeived & letter of that sert?

. So Gladye Barrett seoured attorneys and presented & motion
for & new trial, a motion ﬁredioazed on affidavits which she had
secured after months of invesilgative work, - The motion wae
denied, Vance Hardy went back to prison, That was the end,

Some twenty five yaar; after he nad been conviated of
the aleying of Louls lLamberf Venoce Hardy picked up & dogeeared
sopy of ARCOSY Megazine in the hall at Jaekson Prison, In it
he found & story about the Court of Last Resort and the investi.
gation then belng nade of the Boggle Onlovﬁga in Washington State
by Erle dtanley derdner and Raymond Sehindler, Hardy wrote to
his sister Gladys Barrett in Detrolt and told her about this new
thing; 7o her it was a new ray of hope in what was otherwise
somplete and final gloom, She wrote to ARGOSY in New York,

About this time Vange Hardy got & real break,

By this time he had been tmnsferred from the prison at
Marquetie to the 3tate Prisocn of Southern Mighigan, located at
 Jagkaon, He had been assigned as an orderly to Dr, Russell Finsh,
the prison physisilan, and Dr. Fineh was personally acquainted with
Dr, LelMoyne Snyder of Argosy's inveatigating oommittee, (Dr, Snyder,
you will reamehmber, is both an M.D, and an attorney at law,)

Dr, Filnoh had become very much impressed with Vanee Hardy
and with Vance Hardy's story, He had listened to his protestations
of innogente, and he had felt that the case was worth mentioning to
Dr. Sayder,

B0 Argosy's Court of Last Resort started sn investigastion
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of the Vance HArdy case,

It 1s Bt times like thls that I reslize something of the
tremendcus power which you ron&qrn possess, You who &re reading
this as en individusl may feel that what you dan 40 in any given
case 1s perhape insignifloant, but when you reslisge what two or
three million oltizens like you can do when they are united, you
can visualize the tremendous power oif publie opinion,

Many of you resders write letters to the Court of Last
Resort., lany of you have writien letters %o the governore of
the various etates. lHeny of you have not written any letters at
all but have followed the oczses which have been investigated and
then talked about them to your frierdas,

All of those astiona have given Argosy's Court of lLast
Resort its power to sccomplish thinga., It is the power of an
educated publisc opinion, The man doesn't live who would dare to
Jeopurdize his politioal career by incurring the enmity or arousing
the aontempt of two million representative aitizena who were fully
famlillsr with the facte and whose cause was Jjust,

Ani 1t 1s bessuse Apgosy wanis to be sure that you do know
the faets and that your cause ia just, that it puts the oards on
the table, that 1% has arranged for a hoard of invcetlgators to
81f% out the wheat from the ohaff,

( After a preliminary investigation, the full menbership ef
your xpxestlgatlng committes, gonslsting of Harry Steeger, Fresident
of Argoay Magezinej Dr, Leloyne Snyder, internatiomally known
medicolegal expert; Raymond Sehindler, famous detective; Alex
@regory, polygraph {(lie detector) expert; Tom Saith, and the
writer, moved into Detroit for an investigation,

It wes a difficult Jjob, uneovering evidence in & gase that
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wes more than & guarter of a gentury old, but Tom Smith had spent
daye prevaring the ground, and a0 we vere in & posltion to 1ntor-u
vievw witnesaes, |

I have seldom seen anything more dramatie than developments
in the Venee Hardy cese,

I personally heard the angulshed, sonsalense-striken ery
of the witness whose testimony had been lergely resvonsible for
sending Vanase Hardy to prisor for life, as he retracted his
statements made in court, |

The story of thet witness ie highly significant, It ia
& sheme that zspace does not peramit resounting it in detail,

And we uncovered new witnesses. Men who were in & ﬁo-itton'
%o know, who told us that the murder far which Vanoe Hardy had
been aconviocted was not a holdup murdser as had been popularly

supposed, but was & prohibition geng killing, A eoldeblooded,
dsliderate murder perpetrated in asommection iith the iaquor traffie,

S0 finally the Court of Last Reasort had enough evidence in
its posasession to hegin to reach an epinion,

Alex Gregory (snd he nas, incidentally, just recently deen
President of the International Boolety for the Detestion of
Degepticn, & very great honor and a position of coneiderable
responalbility) made repssted tests of Vanece Hardy on the polygraph,
or sow-galled lle dctoetor. Those tests eonvinoed him that Vance
Herdy ids innocent, {

| Five years ocrlior.yat the request of the parole division
of the Michigan Attorney Generanl's offise, a police polyagraph
expert had run similar tests on Vange Hardy, == That was in 1944,
end the police sergeant had eertified that in his opinien Vance

Hardy was innocent, Yet nothing had deen done in the Hardy ease,
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We went before the ptgale board of the State of Mishigen,.
Fuvlic notice was given, & hearing was had, and evidence
presented to the board. The board, in a written opinien, advised

It is d1fficult to resoncile tiat opinion with the facts in
the cgase,

Gladys Bﬁrrett, Vange. dardy's sister, had teatlified thag
ahe felt positive he was with her in another state at the time the
erime had been committed. 3he fixed the date Leocause it was the
dete when the Kentuaky Derby was being run,

The parcle board delved into the old records and found that

“tne Rentuoky Derdby of thaet year was not run on the date in queation,
and therefore rejested Gladys Barrett's statement in 1ts entirety.

The parole board swept aside the varioua ile deteator teste
whioh had been given Vanse Hardy by stating that inasmuch as
polygraph evidenge would not be admissible in a eourt of Justiee
thcy gould not conslder 1it,

And then oanme the truly remarkable part of the opision,

Having held the priasoner to the -ﬁrioteat rules of evlidence,
they threw the door wide open to let the police teatify aa t0 what
had been An their minds and what they thought took plsce at the
Hardy trial, and then, balleve 1t or not, agtually decided that

inegauoh as the proseeutor who tried the gase twenty-Iive years 8ge

s To BT Ao Led On "€ D SOXY {18 L Ui I'iQ Il WEB M. &g A gonn

Hith bootles agtivitigs, Vance Hardy should not pow be permitted to

ralge the point.
It 18 ingonseivable %o think that any bo&y of men who would

be givan the power to pase upon matters of this importance eould

have been guilty of euch utter sophistry. One would have thought
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this wes & gaze of some sort desling with the feelings of the
prosecutor, rether thén an attempd 1o rectlify & miatake whigh had
resulied in & human being's wrongiul inearseration for a period of
zore than twenty-five yeara,

| Governor G, Mennen Williame received that report from the
perole board, Fresusably he read lt. It is & falr assumption
that he dldn't want to repudiste that report on the one hand, and
that he dldn't dars %o try to etand on it on the other hand, So
Governor G. Mennen Williams dld nothing. He didn't grant the
pardon and he dldn't rsfuse to grant the pardon., He simply led
the days lengthen into weeka, the wt;ko into months, the months
into almost & year, These delays at the seat of ulitlmate justioce
in Lansing eould no longer be tolerated - lardy was about to
"calebrate" his 27t¢h anniversary in prison., 4 quick poll of
the mexzbers of your investlgating coumittee approved a suggestion
that ve try to obtein a new %rial for Hardy thru the court thad
gonvioted him,

It was at that point $hat two publigespirited Detroit
atterneys came forvard at %he requeat ¢f Dr, LelMoyne 3nyders
two men who thought more about Jjustice than about less « David
Martin and §ldney Sherman,

These two nmen, both ol them prominent im thelr profession,
precticing law in different offices and spesializing in diflerent
fislds of the law, had, nevertheless, reached a similar svnelusion,
If the facts in the Vance Hardy case were s&s they understeod them,
they would be glad to represent Vance Hardy as his counsel without
& penny of gompensation sither by way of fees or even relmbursement
for expenses, They would take Vance iardy's caue to aourt,.

Now 1t 1s to be remembered that Judge Gillis had already
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pessed on this matter gnd had passed on it adversely. It was
diffioult to think that on another motion for a new trial Judge
Gillia would teke & different attitude, The attorneys felt quite
certain that there wasn't the ghost of a ohance unless additional
evidense gould be unsovered. GCould we secure thét additional
evidence?

Bob Rhey, who is in the Argosy offige in oharge of 60~
ordinating the records of she Court of Last Resort, and who 1s,
lnaidentally, an expert avistor, learned that s potential wiSness
‘had been located far up in MNaine, well off the beaten traek, Bob
Riay flew hls plane up into Maine, hunted up this witness and
found that he wss indeed a wvaluable witness o one of the

technisal aspects of the esse, a technieal aspegt which might
well be doto;minsttvc. 80 Bob Rhay secured an affldevi$ from
thie witness and flew baek %0 New York, then rushed the affidavie
by wail to Detroit,

80 a new motion for a new trial in the Vance Hardy case
was mede before Judge Gillie, and on Tuesday, the 13th day of
November, 1951, the motion eame up for hearing,

As an attorney I had been very sueh interested in what
Judge .(illis would do in gonnection with sush an applieation,

I had also been interested before this new motion for & new trial
wae even gontemplated, wondering just how it had happened that
Judge Gillis had denled the earlier applleation, 8o, over a yesr
ago, 1 made it a point to get in tousch with Judge Gillis and give
him 2 onge-over, .

We walked into his court at a time when he was faced with
& calendar that actually would have taken most Judges two weeks
to try. Judge Gillls got through it in a morning,
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At first I was shogked at the epeed with which cases
were thrown into the Judleisl hopper and disposed of, and then
I besan %0 znelyze the oages carefully,

You ozn't dlspose of & contested case in five minutes
by the clock and expsect to even approximate doing a job of
Justice unleas you have an iron eonstitution, &n enormous vie
tality, an ability to concentrate, &nd above all an enayelopedie
knowledge of human nature,

I won't say that Judge G1llis 1is infellible, 1 don't
think eny judge is, I presume he has ogoasionslly usade & wrong
deoision, but I will say that 1f he wmade sny wrong desclalons
vwhile I wag watohing him there in that morning of kaleidoscopie
aptipn, I couldn't detect them,

The Jjudge dlspensed with most of the legal formalities,
He would ¢2ll the witnesses all up, and he would have them sworn
ell in & group, They would stand in a semicirele in front of
the bench, The judge would point his finger at the ocomplsining
witness, "All right," he'd say, "tell me wist happened on the
morning of June fifteenth, Tell me in your own words just what
happrened,”

The witnese would start to tulk, Judge Gillis would wateh
hie menner, slze him up earefully, listen to what he had to say,
interrupt h im once in & while with a gquestion, until he had a
general ploture of what happensed, Then he would turn to the
defendant, and sey, "What do you have to say to that?"

Ho'd listen t0 the defendant's story, turnm back to the
prosecuting witness, “Anybody else with you? Anybody else who
saw this? - All right, what's your story?"

It's surprising how quiekly & person ean bring out the
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eharaster of an individual dy adroit questioning if he knows
enough human nature to know what questions to ask,

Tine after $ime, within a five-minute period, Judge
Gillis would have the situation eo elarified that the ssse would
virtually have dispeeed of itself, It was a masterly dlsplay
of legal acumen under pressurej but how the devil a men could
keep up that paee is absclutely and utterly beyond my compre-
bens ion,

And there'a one thing about Judge Gillis thét stands out
like & sore thumb, ie trles to be fair and he ealls the turms
the way he mees them, He doesn't dilly-dally and he doesn‘t
shillyeghally, and he has one paramount aim, whieh 1is to mete
out justise,

A writer ait one time published an artlele about Judge
@#1111s' gourt and his unique proeedure, He ealled him "the poor
man's judge".

Judge Gillis rether likes that,

.!ho cases that come before him mesan a lo¢, but they usually
don't involve a great deal of money, and the people who are
litigents 4n his eourt usually 4on't have much money. Qwite
frequently they are represented by eounsel, A eounsel who
evidently fixes exceedingly modest fees.

If these lawyers have anything $o0 say that is st all
helpful, Judge Gillle is only too glad to lleten %o them, He
gives them eareful, gourtecus attention as long as they are feed-
ing fects into the hopper, or sssisting the eourt in getting the
fascts of the case stralghtened out,

For the rest of it, Judge Gillls kmows &s much &s any
lawyer in the eourtroom, He's a lot better Judge of eharaster,
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_and he's a lot more disinterested. Give him five minutes and

he actually knows more about the ease than the lawyers themselves,
He brushes legel techniecalities aside with a gesture of utter
impatience, and gets down to the meat of the qase,

Ar£er sourt, Tom Smith amd I had luneh with the judge,
and we talked over his deocision In the Vange filardy arse. He
told us what hed been in his mind when he declded the ense, and
why, in th§ light of the evidence as 1t was preasented o him ot
that time, he thought his declision had been proper,

*o were impressed, very greatly and faverably impressed,
by his attitude. We felt abeolutely positive that if we aould
g0 t0 him and put some new cards on the table, we could get &
falr decislon,

However, we héd felt absolutely positive thet onase the
board of pardon and perocles had heard the evidensge 1 ‘th. case
Vange Hardy would be & free man within a matter of a few days,

And a0, on this fateful Tuesday, Sidney Sherman, EsqQ.,
and David V. Martin, Esé., seting on behsldf of the defendant,
having volanteered their servioces siuply {zﬂﬁho interest og
Juetice, presented the motion for new trznllta Judge G1llie,

It was & remarkably able presentation,

And Judge Gillie granted that motion for a new trial,
and owdered Vance Hardy brought from the penitentisry te the
sounty jail to aweit trial,

In other words, the hands of the aloek hd been turned
bagk and the Hardy trial wae to begin all éver sghin,

There followed a perioed during whieh the prosscutor,
working in comnection with the polies, mede a GRreful investie

gation of the case,
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. We had the greasteat oonfidence in Prosecutor Gersld X,
0'Brien, ¥When C'Brisn bellevee he has a euse, he presents that
case to the limit of his 8bility, When he believes he doesn't
have a ease, he says 8o, and wnen he believes & defendant is
innogent he has gute enough to walk into court and say s0 &nd
t0 baok up hils judgment with aotlon,

Joseph G, Rashid, the sselstant prosecuting attorney, who
was glven eharge of the Herdy matier, 18 eonsidered one of the
most able prosecutore in G'Brien's office, and one of the most
deadly dangerous men for a defense attormey to go up againat.

And beecsuse O'Brien wanted to0 be absolutely sertain that
everyone had e falr desl, hne asslg;od Joseph G, Rashld to
investigate thils caase,

Then eamne the new trial, and the prosecutor gslled one of
the police officers, who stated vefy frankly that one of the
witnesses who had testified against Vance liardy was dead, one of
the others soulin't be Tound, and the third, whe hed ldentified
Vanoe Haprdy, had retraoted his identifigation and now atated that
he felt he hed been in error in making sueh an ldentifieation,

The etory of that witness 1a one of the mest dramatie
stories 1 have ever enccuntered in the practice of law,

This man had virtually been forced to ldentify Vhhee Hardy,
There had beent no such thing as an attempt $0 mare a valid, im=
partial identificetlion. The witness had apvarently sanid that
Vanee Hardy "looked something like™ & man whom he had seen running
awsy from the sgene of the orime, s man whose bsok had been turmed
toward him, sand whom he had seen from & distance of more than a
hundred and twenty feet,

He hadn't wanted to make a positive identifieation, but
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he nad been thken in handecuffs, put in the tank, togather with
prisoners, and, in some way, had been led to belleve thet if
he 8sid he couldn't 1dentify Hardy as one of the men he had
seen running away, he would be glven & jall sentsnce for aone
tempt of aourt,

He identifled Hardy,

And almost imipediaiely after the trlal,.he hegan to bhe
tortured by doubts,

I have in my possesnlion a tape recording of the statement
of this witnesa when we interrogated him som twenty-six yeara
after the triasl, and heard him tel)l of the skeepless nights "
that had followed, of the knowledge in h's own mind that he
hadn't bean sure; that he knew ﬁo had been prinmarily responsible
for convicting Vanee Hardy of murder. His voloe as he told hiéﬁﬁh
story became surcharged with emotion,

Thle witness had irled 0 reoctify what he had done, He
tried to repudiaste his ldentifisation, only to be given to under-
atand that if he 4id 80 he would be prosecuted for verjury,

I% ig quite pogsible that thle man had mlsunderstood what
he gonsilered was a threat, but the faot remsined that this had
been impresaed so deeply in his mind that there gould he no
question en his part as to what was golng to happen,

When we heard about this we went direetly to the pro-
secutor'as office, We telhed with Gerald Keﬁi%yicn, ané we
tzlked with Ralph Garber, his rlght-hend man,

These men Aidn't mince any words, "You tell that witness
to tell the truth,"™ they said., "Regsrdless of what has hsppened
beforg, regardless of anything else, tell him to tell the truth
now, We want the truth, That's what we're 1nter§ttid in, 1I1f
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he uadeé & wrong identilleation, we went to ¥now 1t, If he
didn*t, we want to0 know thet, Bult we don't want any wen to
evor be pleced in such & position tuedl he doeen't dare to tell
the truth in court,”

And 80 thia witness told the truth,

And then Judge G1llis hxd something to sey. Judge 0illls
stated thet in his opinien the viatim had been kllled not 29 &
result of a holdup, but as t&a result of welahing on & whisky
pill,

Judge Gillis 1s 8 reasliast, He knows what is going on in
the world, and he tokes things as they are, not ca reople would
1i%e to have thes, but aa thay netualiy sre, snd eudée Gillis
knows hls way around,

Judge Billie had aade sone inéuiry of Bis cwn, sfter
the metion for new trisl snd before the mettoer came up for
final hearing, and Judge @lllis ned talked with a 280 who was
2oV & eputable businesswen in Detroit, & man who refused te
permit his nsme o be mentioned cr to eows to court hecause
this mam had had sonneetione with the liquer lndustry during
the prohibiticn ers,

But thie =men knew what had happened, His story confirmed
in every way the evidenoe thet we had unooversd that t.h.e surder
had been gomsiticd by a bootleg mang by wey of revenge, and in
order to make & horrible exsurls of the man wi¢ had been ruthlefise
1y shot down,

~ The prosscutlon moved to0 diswlsz the cese, dJudge (1llie
rendered & short opinion arnd disalssed the gsse ageinst Vance
Hardy,. :
~After twentye-seven years of imprisonazent, Vanse Haydy was
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& free man, _

The judge's gavel banged and court was adjourned,

For several seconds Cladys Barrett sat there as one in a
trance, quivering with sheer nervousness, Then she begen to ery
with happiness, | ‘

‘ She had zade one sult of elothes which she had sworn she
would wear only on the day Vance Hardy was relessed [rom ouatody
and walked out of prlson a free aman,

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder, Alex COregory and Tom Smith went to
their sulte in the hotel, Gladys Barrett and Vanee Hardy went
with then, |

Tﬁ@y put through a longe-distance telephone call a0 thet
Vance Hardy and Gladys Barrett aould talk with me at my ranch
in Californis, and tell me the good news,

I qill never forget the almosi hyeterlcal happiness in
the voloe of Cladys Barrett as she sobbed out her thanks to the
readers of Argoay, that vaat group of gltizens whose interest in
the osuse of Justloce males this work possible,

3he was &ll but hysterioal, laughing and erying, and then,
after she hai glven ue her meseage, & bit of the tru;y feminine
same %0 the front, "¥r, Oardner, I'm wearing an orchid., It's
_tho-flrst time in my life i have ever worn an orchid, Think of
it, 1'm wearing sn orohid," .'

3he was entitled to 1it,

u—-OOOm

Erle stsnley Cardner,
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Jahn R.C,.Carter, M.D.
18683 Warwick Road
Detroit 19 ,Michigan

July 30 1954

LeMoyne Snider,M.D.
Laneing, Michigan

Dear Doctor Snider:

I am writing to you
for a little information and your own
personal opinion in re-Vance Hardy.

Is it your opinion
and that of the Department of Corrections
and the Court that Vance Hardy has been
completely exonerated?

I am asking for your
specific statement to re-inforce my efforts
to get him placed harmoniously. He has had
considerable obstruction from the "brand",
A letter to me,as his physician, will greatly
reinforce my efforts to cooperate with him,

With kindest personal regards,

I am 4
5

P.S. Vance./I consider, is doing very well under /\/
the circumstances. %




AFFIDAVIT

I, Carl ¥, Boldt, being first duly sworn &0 make the following
stetenent;

¥y true neme ie Carl F, Boldt.

I live st 4684 Courville Ave, in the 21ty of Detreit.

I am 47 years of age end was born in the State of lichigan
end have resided in Michigan 211 my life,

At present I am employed by the Natlonal Dank of Detrolt
Branch at Gratiet ar d Griener Sts, in Detrolt.

Cn the morning of Kay 3Ird, 1924 I wap omployed and working
as lat Teller at the Branch of the Peninmmler State Bank at
Harper and Mt,Ellict Avenues in Detroit,

I dmew Louls Lanmbert in hiz lifetime and on the morning of
¥ay Zrd Louls Lambert had been in the bank to withdraw funds
for the purpose of caghing paychecks at his soft drinic saloon
Just NHorth of Harper Ave on the Vest slde of 1't,Elliot Ave,

As Lambert left the benk and stepped into the gireet a large
touring car containing several men approached lLambert end
ggverasl ghots were fired from the car into Lahberts body,
Lambert stucbled out acsross the street; the car followed
and e man alighted from the car and with the aid of another
vwhe receined within the car foreed lLambert into the car,

The cery was then driven raplidly out of the intergection via
Plguette 8t, in a westerly direction,

Ralph Bureh the maneaszer of the branch bank had been watehing
Lanbert ag he went out into the street, Burch yan to his deslk
obieined 2 revolver and rushed into the street in time to
fire several shots at the fleeing car, The fire wes returned
fror the car,

I could not recognize any of the men involved, The action was
211 over in a few seconds,

I was not iterrogatsed by the police in regard t¢ thils drime,
I was not asked to view any of the suspescts. I was not &
witness at the irial,

I 414 have a very good view of the whole Inci
time Lambert left the benk untlil the car dro

4/ (4
o*cry‘?uhlio. I'y eomzission explres

/ 19A_



AFFIDAVIT

l'y name is Klles J, HeGurk, I am fifty three
yeers of age, a veieran of World Yer I and I reside at
5008 Senecs St. Detroit ich,

Co May 3rd 1524 I resided 2t 6900 Harper Ave,
in Detroit and operated a rooning house at that address,

On Fay 3rd 1024 1 was enroute to the Feninsulsr
Gtate Sani: Sranch ot Herper and MiElliot Ztreets and se
I eppronched the hank I was nearly run down by a large
touri g ear, This happened shortly bsfore noon, I wa:s
startled and looked intc the csy and had a good loock at
the pacupants; there were two zen in the front geat and
two or peorhaps three in the bagk geat,

The touring swerved around after oy encounter with it
and mede a loft turn in the intereection, Ag I observed the
gar tuminzg someone in the sar shouted st & nman who woe
arossing the street; the mer kept orn golinz and as he
approached the fer curd he was chot In the back at lsast
twisge hy some eosupant of the car,

tne of the occupsnts of the cay, A man of medium
hel ht but heavy met,; zot out and supported the wounded
man and with the ald of another of the gunmen forged
the man, whon I then discovered to be Louls Lanbert into
the bagl seat of the car and the car then left the intere
goctlion via Plquette 3t, Az the car started away lr, Ralph
Burah, the bank naragey gouxe into the atreet and fired scvernl
shots at the fleeing ¢ar, This Tire was returrned fron the
gutoroblile and I 4id the best I oould to protest myself by
larics down in the street,

had Imown Louls Lanbert for a long time and
considered him o friend, To ny nowledpe Lambert sperated
an illesel liquory business at his place on Ht,Elllot Ave,
He gsorved the nelishborhwoed and ren a clean place,

I bad a good epportunity %o losk into the coapr
waed by the munmen, I saw all the ocoupents, Vence Hardy
was not among them, I never gaw Herdy untll I wes called
ag & witness o the finel day of his trial, I a2lso was
g witness at the trisl of Frenk Grends snd testifled that
Grande was pot one of the bandlits,

I was oontaoted by the police the day of the
shoctine and gave them such information as I had, I was
ot taken W headguarters at any tisze to view guspscts
in this cage end I did not see the police about the matter
azein until I wvas subpeonased for the trial of Frani Orends,

I d1d not mow any of the ocsupentis of the touring
eay, W the best of my Imowledge I have not seon any of then
gince, I ar positive that Vence Urin Heardy was not the
seng that assaulted and abducted Loule Lambert,

Bubseribed and aworn before me this
f;ga day of Hcvmmb@g,lgﬁo,

e A — m _— 7
z)ﬁﬂﬁgau&,¢x/ZQL,\F?v./u-» Een
fiotary Fublic, Unyne “ounily ilohigen,
Hy Commlasion ewmpires,_ [/ —/ . — 4o~




Statement
Detroit Mich
November 6th, 1950.

My name 18 _Celia Gardeckl, I am 54 years of age.
Since 1920 My husband and I have operated a bakery on
the corner of Lodl and Harper Sts. in Detroit.

On May 3rd 1924 just before noon I noticed a large touring
car standing alongside the filling station toward which

our store faces. My daughter Elfreda then about four years
old ceame into the store and told me that two men were sitting
on the steps leading to the stalrway to our apartment on

the second floor and she could not get around them. I told
her to go the other way.

A little later I noticed the two men walk up Harper Street
past the front of our store towards the Mt.Elliot corner.
At the same time the car which had been parked for sometime
by the filling station made a turn in the Lodl St inter-
section and went in the same direction.

In a few moments I heard some shooting and I learned later
that Louis Lambert had been shot and tsken away by some men
in a car.

I did not see the actual shooting.

I was never questioned by the police in connection with

this incident., I was not a witness at the trial and I
was not asked to identify any suspecgs.

Celia Gardeckl (sgd)

Subscribed and sworn before me this
6th dggy of November 1950.

Maurieta Hippler
Notary Public, Wayne County, Michigan
My commission expires 11-11-1950




August 3, 1954

Dr. John R. 0. Carter
18683 Warwick Road
Detroit 19, Miochigan

Dear Dr. Carter:

From a legal standpoint Vanse Hardy 1s in
exactly the same vosition as if he had never been
tried for murder. You may reoall that after the
extensive investigation we made into the cage of
Vanee Hardy Judge G1llis in Detroit made an oon=-
slderable investigation of his own. When a motion
wes made for a new triasl by Sidney Sherman and Dave
Martin (sinoce Aeceaged) Judge G1llis promptly grented
a new trial and commented that his own investigation
of the matter convinoeed him that Lambert was killed
in s gang slaying.

In the meantime the Wayne County Prosecutor's
offioa had also oconduoted an investigation into the
matter, and ag soon as Judge Gillis granted a new
trial the prosecutor, who I think wae Rasohid, prompt-
ly made a motion that the charge be dlemissed. This
wag granted by Judge G1lllis and Vanoce wea a free man.

Tnfortunately, from a praoctical standpoint
Vance is not in a position of a person who had never
been sonviocted and sentenced of murder. As in Vance's
case, we have noticed in several others that the
real ouree is that the man has served time in prison,
and the question of whether or not he was guilty of
the offense receives little consideration from the
publie. It 18 exceedingly unfortunate that from a
practioal standpoint Vance might Just as well have
been guilty of the murder insofar as re-establishing
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himself in soolety is soncerned. I am very grateful
that you are taking such an interest in hie oase

and hope you will be able to do something for this

gnn who has been sinned againast to an inoredible
egree.

Sinoerely yours,

LeMoyne Snyder
LMS33 RMS



March 18, 1955

James T. Smith, Esg.
301-304 First Federal Building
St. Pestarsburgz 4, Florida

Dear Mr, Smith:
In reply to your letter of March 11, I
regret to inform you that I &c not know ths where-

abouts of Vance E. Hardy. The last that I heard
was that he waa in California.

Very truly yours,

LeMoyne Snyder
ad



LAW OFFICES OF
JAMES T. sMITH

201-304 FIRST FEDERAL BUILDING

JOHN P. CONFER ST. PETERSBURG 4, FLORIDA

ASSOCIATE

DIAL 7-2401

March 11, 1955

Dr. Lellayne Snyder, M. D.

705 American State Bank Building
Lansing 68, Michigan

Dear Doctor Snyder:

Our client, Mrs. Virginia Hadley Hardy, has
requested that we write to you in an effort to dis-
cover the present place of residence or address of
Vance E, Hardy, It is important that we locate
him as soon as possible, and I will appreciate your
advising us as soon as possible, as to his present

address and place of residence,

Thanking you for this information, I remain

JTS/ ra




Mareh 29, 1955

Mr. Ralph Edwards
1655 North Cherockee
Hollywood 28, Calif.

Desr Mr., Edwards:

As nearly as I can Judge, your show dealing with Emma Jo
Wengert, who was released from the Nevada Penitentiary following
the work of The Court of Last Resort, attracted a great deal of
favorable attention,

It oceurs to me that you might like to have another show
somewhat along the same lines,

Vance Hardy was imprisoned for twenty-seven years for &
erime he didn't commit., The story of Vance Hardy would be just
gnother one of those things, however, were 1t not for his sister
Gladys Barrett Grands., @Gladye stood by her brother through thick
and thin for twenty-seven years, She went without all the lux-
uries of life and some of the necessities in order to secrape
money together to retain attorneys, make presentations, etec,
Time after time after she had skimped and saved money, secured
an attorney and a oourt hearing, her hopes were dashed to the
ground, relief was denied, and Vance Hardy went back to prison,
Finally, she called on The Court of Last Resort and, paredoxi-
cally enough, the relief which was denied when she was in a
position to pay for it was finelly granted to her without the
necessity of any payment at all,

When her brother was released in Michigan, some of my
associates put through a call to me so Gladys Barrett drands
could talk on the telephone, S8omeone had bought her 8n erchid
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corsage. You can 1lmagine the effect of this on & womean who had
deprived herself of everything except the bare necessities for
twenty-seven years, 8She tried to talk over the telephone, Her
voice was hysterical with happinesa, 8he tried toc tell me the
good news about her brother, buf couldn't resist adding that she,
of all people, was wearing an orshid,

I em of course aware that the element of surprise is one
of the big features of your show. If it should be made to appear
that you intended to feature the life of Vance Hardy, and got her
to attend the show with Vance Hardy, and then made a last minute
awitoh, in which it appeared that she was to be the eenter of
attraction, you would have quite a2 story, and you would have a
woman who would be tearfully grateful in a way that would warm
the hearts of an sudience all over the country.

The reason I am writing you at this time is that a tele-
vision show which 1s considerably less important from a standpoint
of ratings 1s about to make an offer for one of our cases, We
would of course get nothing out of it but would pass any compen-
sation to the party whose story was featured., However, I am as-
suming that, if Gladys Barrett Grands appeared on any television
show, it would ruin the story as far as your program is concerned,

With kindest personal regards,

8incerely yours,

E8G/ab




Flash « Hardy Cape « Lansing - igh, Sept, 13th,

Aftor 20 yoop: in prisom fovr o murﬁor;'}xﬁah Vanoo
Erin ‘cpdy hes alwaye clodred to Lo lonscent, lNardy
ntood todey before the .onoel of five nen Wi

ony dotoroine hde fate, Tho public hearlig wiiioh
hic hae long cought on do poltition fop a parion

wep aboat to bogln,

tapdy looking healthy and clear oyod in eplle of
long oonfinesent, twild %z boerd of pardons and
paroles that ho dAA not 2111 Louls iaw ori, that
he 4id now !mow who 4Lld, that heo hrd.no part of
tho orinee Under a oharp orillin: by tho stotes
attorney landy stood his ground, and WwWld about the
ton yoars Lo opent in solitary osonflsouezt for an
osonpe wndortoizon in shoor @sporation alftor lile

conviction,

Dr, “'o oyne Lnylor of the Tourt of Lant ‘osort ad
tianly'e requost porved oo oou,.sel for “exldy and
preconted to tho oard tho ossontiol factsc upon whio
Herdyte ploa for Iycedon io bosod,

our aftor hour the drenatio heering eontlnucd,
wkinuoneaftamakinessagppeare® folloving liondy,

Ton dmith Lold tho oard about ko investlasbion
wade by ARCOUL'S Samed -ourt of “ast Nesort. fow
witoonooo ovorloozod by tho polise contrl ulcd much
Infomaiidon leedins to tho con@lusicn the [orndy wo

innocond, How et aah amge of the inquiry extirono




care wap tatim to cgpure the truth of every situation,

Bruno “orcolt followed and tw0ld hov ho had oon
boedpere! into %octl ying ot Uendy'sc triel ond malzing

the Adontlfiocction tHat sent ody o pricson for 1life,

Johnm Dtnlina:l, an eyovltncos to Lerberto® olaying
mintedstie cold ho di4 not bLolleve Herdy woo puilty.
Lacbert wno 1201led Ty cnomion in tho ligucr ringe
thon opo:‘cztim; in Dotrolt aftor en ergent over

o~ e T T A (e <o
mayrent Jor amicrlsd Coanadlan thisly,

Adex Lee Grogory, Jolypropiy export {or tho ocurt
ol Jact “ooort roportod the rogults of hilo grueling

fivo Lhour exo dnatlon at lardy et Sooioon #rdoon,

Jorcocnt lotoman, Poly roph operator for tho lLilohizen
Stoto Iolice told of giving two touts to Yerdy about
fivo yeoz. oge ond thel thooo toots slowel oonclusively

thas Hardy wves not mlilty,

Lo tho olory wnfolled 1t becane cpparcnt tho the Smkkiy
convictlon of Vanee “ardy wes o trevogsty of Juctico, evon
thoush the etrolt Polloe defenlod thiolr poclition as vest

they could,

In swaing wp thoe 2000 fop f"&zﬁ;* ond tho “ourt of Lapt
heoorty Boo Lolth told the leaprd thet the roadors of
ATCOLY and the woard of efperto ropreconting tho: belleved
that fepdy wns inrocent ond thot the welsht of oxiating
evidence muot lond (o sue o sonolusion, le asled the

the Loayrd W glve proopt consideratlon o i oatter aa

aftor 00 yoors Vonoco liardy ohould not be ooxnpolled €0 apend



a Binsle day nor yet an hour in prison boyond tho
m momont at whioh his immocence 1s ostablished .-

In a Crometic last minute appearanse, an old shotoun
gang momber, row married and living a useful life in
tho City of Detroit and with & record of twolve yeors
of eontinisous omployment bLehin hir, tol’ the boerd that
fardy 414 not heve eny Imowledpe of the pun smurgling
or othor dopredations of the pan:- and thnt tho gang
wao not responsible @ for lLamberte murder,

e potition is rnow bofore the board, the hoering is

" overy an faot 0o trarseripts can be made end studied
tho board will melke its deooision, lloxt north he whole
ptory of theo hearing i1ill be %0ld end wo bolieove that
Hanoo Erin “ardy will again be a £ree man,

Tels




TC THE MEMBERS OF THE COURT OF LAST RESCRZ

Yesterday afterncon Alex Oregory dropped into the office
for a chat and I suggested that we §o up to the Capltol and see
Clark Adams who l1s Covernor Willlam's legal advisor about the status
g:utho ng'dy case. e went up and had & visit with him for about

an hour.

Adams mentioned sbout receiving the letters from Erle and
myaelf and that we had presented the Governor with a serious problem.
He Indlcated, however, that the CGovernor was go to follow the
recommendation of the Parole Doard and d.qn: to Haxdy. The
reason he gave ls that to pardon Hamdy against the recommendation
of the Parole Board would destroy confidence in him by all the de-
partments of the State if he 't go along with their recommende
ations, He at no time sald or indicated that it was based on any
bellief that Hardy was gullty. Alex and I pointed out to Adams that
this amounted to an abdication on the part of the executive authority
of the State and at the same time making the Governor z party to a
long standing injustice.

I don't know whether our visit did any good, At least I
feeol sure 1t did no harm. I doubt if the Governor will announce his
action in the immediate future but heo might. I gtill think there
is time for one more good crack to be taken and 1if ui of you fellows
have any ideas on this now 1z the time to put them into effect.

Adams geems to 8 good deal of stress on the fact that since the
present Act went Into effect in 1937 no governor yet has acted
contrary to the recommendation of the Parole Board. I think the
Governor is very publicity minded and he has simply added up the pros
and cons and figures that the sum total of gubnolty for him would be
better to follow the recommendation of the Parole Boards In this I
think he 1s seriously mistaken but,of course,nc mention was made of
this subject pro or con,

There is one other little angle which t enter into this
plcture. It appears that Senator Vandenberg las go to live only a
short time and there is little doubt that Governor Willlams would
like to be senator. It Is a disputed question whether under the
Michigen law he could appoint himself, If he did so 1t would mean
turning over the entire state to a Republican administration as he is
virtually the only Democrat In any office of lmportance.

Clark Adams spoke again of the faot that the Parcle Board
is not a proper body to investigate cagses of this kind and the Governor
had mentioned to him the necessity of some other type of board to
%vmsate recommendations or applications for pardon on the grounds
(4] Concd o

It soems more and more eapparent that everycne of these
cases in the Court of Last Resort filters down to a political situation
and Iin the ultimate sis a declision is made on the grounds of
political expediency. t 1s what i1s happening in nearly every one
of the cases we have under active consideration at the present time.
ihen it comes to saving face the Chinese could leam a lot from us.




- One afterncon this week Lester H, Elgenhut, Chief of
Pollce of Pt, Wayne, Indiana and President of the Dhio Chiefs of
Police Agsocletion came in to ses me. He 18 greatly disturbed
about a case involving Ralph ¥, Lobaugh. Lobaugh has been in
death row awalting execution at Michigen Clty, Indlana since 1947,
He has had ten stays of execution and is now scheduled to be exe~
cuted in May, Elsenhut has made a wry extensive Investigation of
this cape arising out of three murders In Ft. Wayne Iin 1044 and 1s
convinced that Lobaugh Is not gullty.

I went in to all angles of the case and told Elsenhut
that T did not think we could be of any use to him. Lo is a
homoe sexual with a reocord of sex offenses a mile long. A1f he
isn't actually insane he is a nut of super proportions. He volune
tarily confessed to these murders in 1844 but no body would pay
any attention to him, and then again in 1947 he confessed to them
and at that time was found gullty and sentenced. According bto
Elsenhut the only evildence against him was his confession and no
support ovidence was introduced at his trlial. Apmnntly this
case hag developed Iinto a at political battle in jena and
Elsenhut himself has been loted for peri and 1s awaiting trial
on that charge. Consequently, I don't think 1t is any for us to
become Involved in., However, I promised that I would put it up to
you fellows to get your rno%im on 1%, 8o let me have 1t,

If Erle or anyone of the rest of you have any ideas about
pitching another letter at Willlams let's get at it right away. Pest

to everybody.

I8mg | LeMoyne Snyder, H,De



Dr. LeMoyne Snyder, a member of the Court of Last
Reeort, upon learning of the decision of the Parole Board,

sald:

The cause of justlce in Michigan received a body
blow by the recommendation of the Parole Board to Governor
G. Mennen Williems that he deny a petition for pardon to
Vance E. Hardy. The facts involved in the case are very

simple.

In May 1924, in the City of Detroit, one Louls
Lambert was shot in a holdup. A few minutes later in an
alley sbout a mlle and a half away from the holdup scene,
the automobile which wes st the scene of the holdup was
abandoned. Three men walked away from the cer, and also
Lambert stumbled out of the car in a dying condition. One
Bruno Marcelt and two of his neighbors by the name of Plagens
ran from their homes into the alley and saw the three bandits
walking away. They saw thelr faces for only an instant
when they turned around and ordered them to stay back.
At no time were they closer(?o each othe;)than 120'. Police
pressure of an outrageous nature was exerted on Marcelt
end the Plagens boys in an attempt to make them identify
one of those walking eway from the automobile as being

Vance Hardy. The Plagens boys always meintained that they

-]




could not identify Vance Hardy as being one of the bandits
who left the car. However, Marcelt did 1dentify him as
such and testified at Hardy's trial to that effect. Hardy
was conviected and sent to prison where he has remained

for some twenty-six years. The only question in the case
i8 a very simple one--%Was the identification of Vance
Hardy by Marcelt & proper identification? Was Marcelt
correct when he said that Vance Hardy was one of the men
who walked away from the automobile?® Marcelt now says
and has for a number of years sald that his conscience

hag bothered him in meking the identification--that it was
wrong; that he wants to correct that wrong; and that he
cannot now and never could honestly identify Vance Hardy
as being connected with the crime. He so testifled before

the Parcle Board at ite recent hearing.

The Parole Board in arriving at its decision
gives no conglderation to the testimony of two men who
have outetending reputations in the use of the lie detector.
Lieutenant W. M. Petermenn, of the Michigan State Police,
testified before the Parole Board that he ran Vance Fardy
on the lie detector in 1944 and 1945 and was convinced that
Mr. Hardy is telling the truth. On June 7, 1950 Hardy was

exeamined by Mr. Alex J. Gregory, who has a nationsl repute-

tion ae ean expert in the use of the lle detector or polygreph.




He testified at the hesring before the Parole Bosrd that he
believed Vance Hardy had no knowledge of the death of Louls
Lambert. Doeeg it not seem strange that the Parole Board of
the State of Michigan paye no attention to the testimony

of an offlcer of the Michigan State Police who runs subjects
on the 1lie detector neerly every day and whoge recommenda-
tions are usually follbwed by the Michigan State Police?

Does it not also seem strange that the Parole Board attempted
to keep Lieutenant Petermann from testlifying at the hearing?

The transcript of testimony made at the trial of
Hardy disappeared a number of yesrs ago. Although it is the
duty of the State to preserve the record, the State failed
in that duty. With no record the Parole Board hee indulged
in speculation ese to what the record conteins and what took
place et the trial. The Parole Board taekes the position
that the verdict of the Jury forever closes the door to
Hardy so long as he malntains that he is innocent. The
recommendation of the Parole Board to the Governor closes
by quoting a court decision from another state: "we feel
as the Nebrasgka Supreme Court has been quoted.....'It is,
of course, not intended by the Constitution that the par-
doning power should review and correct the decisions of

the Court.™




This means tc¢ us only one thing=<that the Parole
Board of the State of Michigen wishes to getand on tke decision
of the Court whether that decision was correct or not. It
further refuses to give recognition to the well established
principle of law that in criminal casee where the facts
raise e doubt, that doubt should be reeolved in favor of
the defendant. This, in sbite of the fact that Vance Hardy
has Bpent twenty-eix years in Michigan prisons for a crime
of which members of the Court of Laet Resort and other ex-
perte in the fleld of criminology are convinced he 1is

innocent. We will continue the fight for Hardy's releesse,




Ur. LeMoyne Inyder, s member of the Qourt of Last
Regort, upon learning of the deolslon of the Farole Board,
sald:

The cause of Justice in Michigsn recelived s body
blow by the reocommendation of the Parole Bosrd to Governor
3. Mennen Williams that he deny s petitiocn for pardon to
Vanoe K. Hardy. The faote involved in the osse are very

simple,

In May 1924, in the City of Letroit, one Louls
Lambert wag shot in a holdup. A few minutes later in an
alley sbout a mile and & half away from the holdup asene,
the automoblle which was &t the gcene of the holdun wase
abandoned, Ihree men welked away from the oar, and also
Lambert stumbled out of the oar in s dying condition. One
Bruno Harcelt &nd twc of his nelghbors by the name of Plagens
ran from theilr homes into the alley and eawthe three bandits
walking away. They saw thelir feces for only sn instant
when they turned around and ordered them to stay baok.
At no time were they oloser to each other than 120'. Polioce
pressure of an outregeous nature was exerted on Maroelt
snd the Plagene boys in sn attempt to manke them identify
one of those walking away from the sutomobile as being

Vanoe flardy. The Plngens boys always maintained that they

-lﬂ




could not identify Vence Hardy smae belng one of the benditea
who left tlie car. However, Msroelt did 1ldentify him es
such snd testified st Hardy's trial to that effect. Hardy
wag oonvioted snd sent to prison where he has remsined

for some twenty-six years. The only question in the oase
16 & very almonle one--"Was the 1dont;flontion of Vanoe
Pardy by Mercelt s oproper identification? #se Marocelt
correot when he sald that Vance Hardy wes one of the men
who wanlked away from tlie automobile?® Marcelt now says
and hea for a number of yeara sald that his conssience

has bothered him in meking the identificstion--that it was
wrong; that he wants to correct that wrong; and that he
cannot now snd never could honestly identify Vance Hardy
a8 belng oonneocted with the crime. He 80 testified before

the Parole Board at itz recent hearing.

The Parole =oard 1in arrlving at ite deocigsion
gives no oonaideration to the testimony of two men who
have outstanding reputations in the use of the lle deteoctor.
Lieutenant W. N. Petermann, of the Miohigsn State Polics,
teatified before the Parole Bosrd thet he ran. vanoe Hardy
on the lle deteoctor in 1944 and 1945 and was convinced that
Mr, Vardy 18 telling the truth. On June 7, 1950 Hardy wae
examined by Mr. Alex J. éregory, who has a national reputa-

tion es an expert in the use of the lie deteotor or polygreph.




He testiried at the hearing before the Parole board that he
beliaved Vrnoe Hardy had no knowledge of the desth of Louis
Lambert. ULoeg it not seem strange that the Parole board of
the 3tate of Xichigsn paye no sttention to the testimony

of sn officer of the Miclkigen 3tate Follce who runs subjeots
on the lie :etector nesrly every day end whose recommenda-
tions are usually followed by the Mlohigen Jtate Polioce?

Loes it not also seem sitrenge Lhat LhLe Perole soer: asttempted

to keep Lieutenant Petermann from teatifylng at the hearing?

The transoript of testlimony made et the triasl of
Herdy dlgappesred s number of years #,0. Although it ia the
duty of the Htate to preserve the recard, the State fslled
in that duty. With no record the Parole bosrd hse indulged
in epeculation se to what the record containe snd what took
place st the trial. The Parcle Bosrd takes the pogition
that the verdint of the Jury forever closes the door to
Hardy sc long =e he melntains that he is innooent. The
recommendetion of the Parole Eoard to the Jovernor closes
by guoting a court deoision from another statel "we feel
ag the Nebrsske Jupreme Jourt has been quoted.....'It ls,
of acourse, not intended by the Jonastitution thaet the par-
doning power ahould review snd ocorrect the decisions of

the Court."



Thie meanalto us only one thing=-that the Parole
Board of the 3tate of Michigan wisheg to stand on the deaision
of the Court whether that deolslon was correot or not. It
further refusee to zive reoognition to the well established
principle of lsw that in oriminal cases where the feota
railes & doubt, that doubt should be resolved in favor of
the defendant. Thie, 1in spite of the fpot that Vance Hardy
has epent twenty-slx years in Mlchligzan origons for a orime
of which membere of the Court of Laet Hesort and other ex-
perts in the field of oriminology sre convinced he is

innocoent. We will continue the fight for Hardy's relesse.




Ir. LeMoyne 3nyder, 2 momber of the Qourt of Laast
Regort, upon learning of the decleéion of the Farole Board,

salds

The cause of Justloe in Kichigsn received s body
blow by the recommendation of the Parole Board to Jovernor
0. Mennen Willlams that he deny a petition for pardon to
Vance K, Hardy. 7The fsote involved in the 0case are very

simple,

in May 1924, in the City of Detroit, one Louils
Lambert wae shot in a holdup. A few minutes later in an
alley sbout & mile and & half away from the holdup soene,
the automobile which was st the gcene of the holdup wae
avandoned, Three men walked away from the car, and also
Lambert stumbled out of the ocar in & dying conditicn. One
Bruno Marcelt end twoe of his nelghbors by the name of Plagens
ran from thelr homes into the slley snd gaw the three bandits
walking away. They saw their faoes for only sn instant
vhen they turned around and ordered them to atay beok,
At no time were they ocloser tc easch other than 120', Police
pressure of mn outrageous nsture was exerted on Msroslt
and the “lageng boys in asn sttempt to make them identify
one of those walking sway from the automobille ne being

Vence flardy. The Plagens boys always maintained that they

w] o




oould not identify Vence Hardy as being ona of the bendlts
who left tle car. However, Msroelt dild ldentify him as
such snd testified st Hamdy's trisl to that effect. Hardy
wag aoonvioted snd sent to prison where ha has remsined

for some twenty-six years. Ihe only question in the ocase
18 s very simple one=--"Wae tlie identification of Vamnoe
Pardy by Msroelt & propesr identification? Wap Maroelt
correct when he sald thet Vance MHerdy was one of the men
who walked swey from the automobile?® Marocelt now says
and has for a number of yeara sald that his consolence

has bothered him in meking the ideatiflostion--that it was
wrong; that he wants to correct that wrongj amnd that he
gannot now snd never could honestly identify Vance Hardy
ag being oconneoted with the orime. He zo teatified before

the Parole Board at itz recent hearing.

The Parole Board in erriving st 1ts decision
gives no oongideration to the teatimony of two men who
heve outstending reputations in the use of the lie deteotor.
Lieutenant &. H. Petermann, of the Miohigsn Ztate Polilce,
teatifled before the Psrole uBosrd thet he ren Vunoe HKardy
on the lie deteotor in 1944 and 1945 and wes convinced that
Mr, Hardy 1e tellling the truth. O©On June 7, 1950 }aydy was
examined by Mr. rlex J. Gregory, who has & national reputa-

tion as an expert in the use of the lie deteotor or polygraph.




He testifled at the hearing before the Parole Bosrd that he
believed Vance Hardy had no knowledge of the demth of Louls
Lambert. Does it not seem strange that the Parole board of
the tate of Michigan pays no attention to the testimony

of an officer of the M;ohlgan Jtate Police who runs aubleote
on the lie¢ eteotor nearly every day and whose recommenda~
tions are usually roliowed by the Miohigen State Polloce?

Does it not also seem strange that the Farole boanrc sttempted

to keep Lieutsnant Patermann from testifylng at the hesring?

The transoript of testimony made &t the trial of
Herdy disappeared a number of years sgo. Although it is the
duty of the tate to preserve the record, the State falled
in that duéy. With no yecord the Parole bozrd hee indulged
in epeculation as to what the reocord contains snd what took
plaoe at the trial, The Parcle Board takes the position
that the verdict of the Jury forever aloges the door to
Hardy 8¢ long se he maintainsg thet he is innoaent. the
recommendation of trke Ferole Board to the Governor closes
by quoting a court deoision from another state! "we feel
as the Yebraska Supreme Jourt hag bsen quoted.....'It is,
of course, not intended by the lonstitution that the par~
doning power ghould review snd ocorrect the declsions of

the Court.™




This mesns to us only one thing=-that the Parole
Board of the State of Michigan wisheg Lo stand on the deoision
of the Jourt whether thet dedlslon was correoct or not. It
further refuses to glve recognition to the well established
principle of law that in oriminal osses whére the fects
raiss & doubt, that doubt should be regolved in favor of
the defendant. Thie, 1in spite of the frot that Vanoce Hardy
haa spent twenty-eix years in Michizan prisons for a crime
of which members of the Court of Last Feaort and other ex-
perts in the fleld of oriminology are convinced he 1is

innooent. we will continue the fight for Kerdy's relesse.




Ur. LeMoyne Snyder, e member of the Court of Laat
Regort, upon lesrning of the deoision of the Perole Board,

s&1d:

The cause of Jjustice in Michigan received s body
blow by the recommendation of the Parole Board to Governor
G. Mennen Williams that he deny s petition for pardon to
Vence E. Herdy. The faote involved in the ocase are very

simple.

In May 1924, in the City of Detroit, one Louls
Lambert wag shot in a holdup. A few minutes later in an
alley sbout & mile and & half sway from the holdup scene,
the automoblle which wee at the soene of the holdup was
abandoned. Three men welked away from the oar, and also
Lsmbert stumbled out of the ocar in e dying conditicn. One
Bruno Maroelt and two of hls nelghbors by the naeme of Plagens
ran from their homes into the slley and geawthe three bandita
walking away. <They saw thelr faoes for only an instant
wvhen they turned around and ordered them to stay baok.
At no time were they closer to each other than 120'. Police
presgsure of an outrsgeous nature was exerted on Maroelt
end the Plagene boys in sn attempt to mske them identify
one of those walking eway from the sutomoblle as being

Vance flardy. The Plrgens boys always maintained that they
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oculd not identify Vance Hardy ass being one of the bandits
who left the car. However, Mercelt did 1dentify him es
such and testified at Hardy's trisl to that effect. Hardy
wag convioted snd sent to prison where he has remasined

for some twenty-six yesrs. The only guestlon in the cage
is a very simple one--"Wag the 1ldentifioation of Vanoce
Hardy by Maroelt a proper identification? Wsese Maroelt
correot when he sald that Vance Herdy was one of the men
who walked sway from the automobile?" \Marcolt now saye
and haa for a number of years sald that hls consclence

has bothered him in meking the identirfrication~-~that it waa
wrong; that he wants to correct that wrong; and thgt he
gcannot now and never could honestly identify Vanoe\Hardy
a8 being connected with the orime. He g0 testified before

the Perole Board at itz recent hearing.

The Parole Hoard in erriving et its declesion
gives no ocongideration to the testimony of two men who
have outstanding reputations in the use of the lie deteotor.
Lieutenant W. M. Petermann, of the Miohigsn 3tate Polioce,
teatifried before the Parole bBosrd that he ran Vanoce Hardy
on the 1ie deteotor in 1944 and 1945 and was convinoed that
¥r. Hardy is telling the truth. On June 7, 1950 Hardy wses
examined by Mr., Alex J. Gregory, who has a national repute-

tion es sn expert in the use of the lle deteotor or polygraph.



He teatifled st the hearing before the Parole Board that he
believed Vanoe Hardy had no knowledge of the death of Louls
Lambert. Doeg it not seem strange that the Parole board of
the tate of Michlgaen paye no attention to the testimony

of an offioer of the Miokigan 3tate Folice who runs subjects
on the lie cetector nearly every day and whose recommenda-
tione ere usually fcllowed by the Miohigsen Jtate Polilce?

Does it not alesoc seem strange that the Perole Boerd attempted

to keep Liesutsnant Petermann from testifying at the hearlng?

The transcript of testimony made et the trial of
Herdy dleappeared a number of years ago. Although it 1s the
duty of the Ztate to pregerve the record, the State feiled
in that duty. With ne reocord the Parole bozrd has indulged
in speculetion as to what the record contalns snd what took
place st the trial. The Parole Boerd takes the position
that the verdiot of the Jury forever closee the door to
Hardy 8o long se he meintains that he is innoocent. The
recommendation of the Parcle Board to the Governor cloges
by guoting a court deoislon from another state! "we feel
ae the Nebrsska Supreme Court hasg been quoted.....'It 1a,
of course, not intended by the Jonstitution that the par-
doning power should review and correct the deolsions of

the Court.?




This meanas t0 us only one thing=-that the Parole
Board of the 3teate of Michigan wisghes to stand on the deoision
of the Court whether that deolelon was oorrect or not. It
further refuses to glive reocognition to the well established
prineiple of law that in oriminal cases where the faots
rajlse a doubt, that doubt should be resolved in favor of
the defendant. This, in spite of the faot that Vanoce Hardy
has spent twenty-eix years in MKichigan priesone for a orime
of which members of the (ourt of Last Resort and other ex-
perts in the field of oriminology are convinced he 1is

innccent. We will continue the fight for Hardy's relesse.




Dr. LeMoyne Snyder, a member of the Court of Last
Regort, upon leerning of the decislon of the Parole Board,

sald:

The cause of Jjustice in Michigan reoceived a body
blow by the recommendation O0f the Parole Board to Governor
G. Mennen Williams that he deny a petition for pardon to
Vance E. Hardy. The facte involved in the ocase are very

simple.

In May 1924, in the City of Detroit, one Louls
Lambert was shot in & holdup. A few minutes later in an
alley sbout a mile and & half away from the holdup scene,
the automobille which was at the scene of the holdup was
abandoned. Three men walked away from the car, and also
Lambert stumbled out of the ocar in a dying conditicn. One
Bruno Marocelt and two of his nelghbors by the name of Plagens
ran from their homes into the alley and saw the three bandits
walking away. They saw their faceg for only an instant
when they turned around and ordOfed them to stay baok.
At no time were they closeer to each other than 120', Police
presgure of an outrageous nature was exerted on Marcelt
and the Plagene boys in an sttempt to make them identify
one of those walking away from the automobile se being

Vance Hardy. The Plsgens boys always maintained that they
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oould not ildentify Vence Hardy as being one of the bandits
who left the car. However, Masrcelt did i1dentify him ag
such and testifled at Hardy's trial to that effect. Hardy
was convicted and sent to prison where he has remsined

for some twenty-glx years. The only question in the cease
is a very simple ona=--"Was the identification of Vanoe
Eardy by Marcelt a proper identification? Wag Maroelt
correct when he said that Vance Hardy wae one of the men
who walked away from the automobile?" Marcelt now gays
and has for a number of years sald that his consclence

has bothered him in meking the identificatlon~-that it was
wrong; that he wants to correct that wrong; and that he
cannot now and never could honestly identify Vance Hardy
as belng connected with the crime. He so testifled before

the Parole Board at its rsoent hearing.

The Parocle Board in arriving at ite decision
giveg no ocongideration to the testimony of two men who
heve outstanding reputaetions in the use of the lie deteotor.
Lléutenant W. M. Petermann, of the Mlohigan 2tate Police,
teatified before the Parole Bocard that he ran Vence Hardy
on the lie deteotor in 1944 and 1945 and was convinced that
Mr. Hardy is telling the truth. On June 7, 1950 Hardy was
examined by Mr. Alex J. Gregory, who has a natilonal reputa-

tion es an expert in the use of the lie detector or polygraph.




He testifled at the hearing before the Parole Board that he
believed Vanoce Hardy had no knowledge of the death of Louls
Lambert. Does 1t not seem strenge that the Parole board of
the 3tate of Michlgen paye no sattention to the testlmany

of an offiocer of the Miohigan 3tate Police who runs subjects
on the lie detector nearly every day and whose recommenda-
tions are usually followed by the Miohigan Otate Police?

Does it not also seem strange that thLe Parole Board attempted

to keep Lieutenant Petermann from testifying at the hearing?

The transoript of testlimony made at the trial of
Hardy dlssppeared a number of years ago. Although it is the
duty of the 3tate to preserve the record, the State failled
in that duty. With no record the Parole bBoard has indulged
in speculation as to what the record containe and what took
plaoce at the trial. The Parole Boaerd takes the posiltion
that/the verdiot of the Jury forever closes the door to
Hardy 8o long as he malntalns that he is innocent. The
recommendation of the Parole Board to the Governor closes
by quoting e court deocision from another state: ‘"we feel
as the Nebrsgks Supreme Court has been quoted.....'It 1s,
of course, not intended by the Jonstitution that the par-
doning power ghould review and correct the declsione of

the Court.*




This means t0 us only one thing—-that the Parole
Board of the 3tate of Michigan wighes to etand on the decision
of the Court whether that declsion was oorrect or not. It
further refuses to give recognition to the well established
principle of law that in oriminal cases where the feacts
raise a doubt, that doubt should be regolved in favor of
the defendant. This, 1in spite of the fact that Vance Hardy
hae spent twenty-six years in Michigean prisone for a orime
of whick members of the Court of Last Hesort and other ex-
perts in the field of oriminology are convinced he 1is

innocent. We will continue the fight for Hardy's release.




The cause of justice in this State received a body blow
when the Parole Boerd recommended to Governor G. Mennen Williasms

that he deny a petition for pardon to Vance E. Hardy.

Early in May 1924, Louis Lambert started to cross a
street on the east side of Detroit, when a Studebaker touring
car with side curtains suddenly pulled up along side him and
one or more bandits inside the car shot him, As he was sinking
to the pavement, one of the occupants jumped out and opushed
Lambert into the car and it sped rapidly away. In an alley
about a mile and a2 half away the car was abandoned by the three
hoodlums who walked away, and Lambert stumbled out in a dying
condition., The only positive identification of any of these
murderers was by Lambert himself who, before he disd, said
the River Gang got me. Bruno Marcelt and two of his neighbors
by the name of Plageng ran from their homes into the alley where
Lambert had fallen to the pavement and saw the three bandits
walking away. They were never closer to them than 120 feet
and saw their faces for only an instant when they turned around

and ordered them to stay back.

Some six weeks later Vance Hardy,with three other men,
was arrested in Marquette, Michigan. Two of this quartet
were notorious hoodlums who were the nucleus of the so-called
Shotgun Gang in Detrecit. It 1s quite apparent that at this
time they were not under susvpicion of having committed the
Lambert murder, but were returned to Detroit for investigation

in connection with other crimes. Later one of this quartet:



was tried for the Lembert murder and acquitted, Hardy was tried
and convicted, one was shot by the police, and the fourth

never tried on this charge,

Marcelt and the Plagens' boys were subjected to
police vressure of an outrageous nature .o make them identify
Vance Hardy. The Plagens' boys could not identify Vance
Hardy as one of the bandits leaving the car in the alley,
but Marcelt finally did. About the only reliable written
record which at all touches on the evidence at Hardy's trial,
is a statement by the vresiding judge that Hardy was identified
as one of those leaving the abandoned car, Marcelt was the
only person to make such a statement, At any rate, Marcelt
has always considered that he was largely responsible for
Hardy's conviction. Many years later Marcelt stated that his
conscience had been bothering him for a long time and he signed
an affidavit which stated in effect that he was not sure at
the time of the trial that Hardy was the man and was not sure
now, but that the abuse by the police was such that he wanted
to get it over with. Following the issuance of this affidavit,
again pressure of a most sinister nature was applied so that
he made a second affidavit, which in effect repudiated the
first one, In the summer of 1950, after Marcelt was assured
that he had nothing to fear in telling the truth, he made a
statement to a representative of the Prosecutor's office of
Wayne County and a member of the Court of Last Resort, which
reestablishes the facts as set forth in his first affidavit.




Now the Parole Board chooses to engage in a guessing
contest as to what Marcelt and other witnesses must have
teatified to at Hardy's trial, and concludes that Marcelt's

testimony was only a minor factor in the conviction of Hardy.

Why is it necessary for the Parole Board to engage
in speculation a8 to what was saild at the time of the trial?
Because ell of the court stenographer's notes of the Hardy
trial are missing. They are missing under circumstances
which lead to only one logical conclusion-=that they were
filched by someone to prevent Hardy from ever getting out
of prison or to prevent the guilty party from being brought

to Justice.

The State had s duty to protect those court records.

The 3tate falled in that duty. Any man serving a
long prison term knows that his best and often his only
life line is the transcript of his trial, and yet the Parole
Board naively suggests that Hardy had as much or more to gain
from the destruction of those records as did the State, thereby
suggesting that Hardy himself englneered their theft. These
court records were found to be miseing about ten years after
Hardy's conviction, and except for a perlod of about two months,
Hardy_was under lock and key in a very tough prison over six
hundred miles away. The Parole Board quickly disposes of thile
very vital matter with a few lines in its very lengthy report.

The Court of Last Resort makes frequent use of the

polygraph or lle detector in the investigatlion of persons who




may have been unjustly convicted. At the Parole Board hearing
on the Hardy matter, two eminent authorities on this sublect
testified in behalf of Hardy. One of these was Detective Wilbur
M, Petermann, who is employed by the State of Michigan as the
lie detector operator for the Michigan State Police. During

a period of some ten or twelve years he has interrogated
thousands of subjects with a lle detector and when the State

is investigating a crime, his opinion largely determines whether
e suspect 1s held or turned loose. Petermann ran Hardy on

the polygraph five or sixXx years ago and concluded that he was
innocent. The State 414 not want him to appear at the Hardy
hearing and sent word to him to stay away. He evidently did

not recelve the message because he came anyway, and stated

that he had no doubt about Hardy's innocence.

The other expert who testified for Hardy was Alex
Gregory of Detrolt-—a men who ls most highly regarded in his
field. The International Association for the Detection of
Deception, numbering over one hundred fifty members, elected
him as its President at its last convention. He ran exhaustive
examinations of Hardy and stated emphatically that in hise
opinion Hardy was not gullty of the Lambert murder, nor was he

gullty of any other serious crimes which had occurred 1n Detroit.

Both of these authorities were questioned at length

about the reliability of lie detector tests on persons who



had been serving long terms in prlson. Thelir tesatimony was
thet under certain specified conditions such tests were highly
relisble. These conditione had been fully met in the Hardy
metter.

The State produced no witneseee to contradict the
teetimony of these two authorities, yet it summarily rejects
their testimony and salvee 1ts consclience by quoting two
isolsted paragraphe from a book which says that polygraph
teste on persone who have been in prison a long time may
be unreliasble, but mskes no mention of the conditions and
controls specified by Gregory and Petermann. Had Hardy been
given such teste at the time of his arrest he never would
have been put on trial for tlhe murder of Lambert. However,
the Parole Board chooses to toss this very valuable evidence
out of the window because it conelders it more reliable
to speculate on what some one might have said at Hardy's
trial twenty-eix years before. No one knows exactly who all
the witnesses were at Herdy's trilal, let alone what they might
have testified to.

The Parole Board completely discloses itge hand in a
concluding paragraph of 1ts report--
“We feel as the Nebreske Supreme Court has been
quoted...... "1t 18, of course, not intended by
the Constitution that the pardoning power should
review and correct the decisions of the court'".
This meens only one thing—-that the Parole Board of the State

of Michigan refuses to welgh the evidence and attempt to determine




whether the decision of the Jury was correct. It further
refuses to give any recognition to the well established
principle of law that in criminal cases where the facts ralse
a doubt, that doubt should be resolved in favor of the
defendant. This, in spite of the fact that Vance Hardy has
spent twenty-six years in Michigan prisons for a crime of
which members of the Court of Last Resort and other experts

in the fleld of criminology are convinced he 1is 1innocent.




The cause of justice in this 5State received a body blow
when the Parole Board recommended to Governor G. Mennen Willlams

that he deny a netition for pardon to Vance E, Hardy,

Farly in May 1924, Louls Lambert started to cross a
street on the east side of Detroit, when a Studebaker touring
car with side curtains suddenly pulled vp along side him and
one or more bandits inside the car shot him, As he was sinking
to the pavement, one of the occupants jumped out and pushed
Lambert into the car and it sped rapidly away. In an alley
about a mile and a half away the car was abandoned by the three
hoodlums who walked away, and Lambert stumbled out in a dying
condition, The only positive identification of any of these
murderers was by Lambert himself who, before he died, said
the River Gang got me, Bruno Marcelt and two of his neighbors
by the name of Plagen§ ran from thelr homes into the alley where
Lambert had fallen to the pavement and saw the thres bandits
walking away, They were never closer to them than 120 feet
and saw their faces for only an instant when they turned around

and ordered them to stay back,

Some six weeks later Vance Hardy,with three other men,
was arrested in Marquette, Michigan, Two of this quartet
were notorious hoodlums who were the nucleus of the so-called
Shotgun Gang in Detroit, It is quite apparent that at this
time they were not under suspicion of having committed the
Lambert murder, but were returned to Detroit for investigation

in connection with other erimes. Later one of this quartet.



was tried for the Lambert murder and acquitted, Hardy was tried
end convicted, one was shot by the police, and the fourth

never tried on this charge,

Marcelt and the Plagens' boys were subjected to
police pressure of an outrageous nature to make them identify
Vance Hardy, The Plagens' boys could not identify Vance
Hardy as one of the bandits leaving the car in the alley,
but Mardelt finally did, About the only reliable written
record which at all touches on the evidence at Hardy's trial,
is a stztement by the presiding judge that Hardy was identified
as one of those leaving the abandoned car, Marcelt was the
only person to make such a statement, At any rate, Marcelt
has always considered that he was largely responsible for
Hardy's conviction, Manv years later Marcelt stated that his
conscilence had heen bothering him for a long time and he signed
an affidavit which stated in effect that he was not sure at
the time of the trial that Hardy was the man and was not sure
now, but that the abuse by the police was such that he wanted
to get 1t over with., Following the 1ssuance of thils affidavit,
again pressure of a most sinister nature was applied sc that
he made a second affidavit, which in effect repudiated the
first one., In the summer of 1950, after Marcelt was assured
that he had nothing to fear in telling the truth, he made a
statement to a representaztive of the Prosecutor's office of
Wayne County and a member of the Court of Last Resort, which
reastablishes the facts as set forth in his first affidavit.




Now the Parole Board chooses to engage 1n a guessing
contest a8 to what Marcelt and other witnesses must have
testiflied to at Hardy's trial, and concludes that Marcelt's

testimony was only a minor faotor in the conviction of Hardy.

why 1s it neaessary for the Parole Bosrd to engage
in speculation as to what was sald at the time of the trial?
Because sll of the court stenographer's notes of the Hardy
trial are miseing. They are missing under clrcumstances
which lead to only one loglcal concluslon--that they were
filched by someone to prevent Hardy from ever getting out
of prlson or to prevent the gullty party from being brought

to Justice.

The State had s duty to protect those court records.
The 3tate falled 1in that duty. Any man serving a
long prison term knows that his best and often hils only
life line is the transcript of his trial, and yet the Parole
Board nsively suggests thst Hardy had as much or more to gailn
from the destruction of those reoords as did the S3tate, thersby
suggest ing that Hardy himself englneered thelr theft. These

court records were found to be missing about ten years after

Fardy's conviotion, and exoept for s perlod of esbout two months,

Hardy was under lock and key in s very tough prison over silx
hundred miles away. The Parole Board quickly disposes of thie

very vital matter with a few llnes in its very lengthy report.

The Court of Last Resort makes frequent use of the

oolygraph or lie detector in the investigatlon of persons who



may have been unjustly oconvicted. At the Parole Board hearing
on the Hardy matter, two eminent suthorities on this subjeot
testified in behslf of Hardy. One of these was Letective wWilbur
H. Petermann, who is employed by the State of Michigsen as the
lie detector operator for the Michigan 3tate Police. During

a perlod of some ten or twelve years he has lnterrogated
thousands of subjeots with a lie detector and when the 3tate

is investigating s crime, his opinlon largely determines whether
e suspsot is held or turned looge. Petermsnn ran Hardy on

the polygraph five or six years ago and concluded thet he was
innocent. The 3tate 41d not want him to appear at the Hardy
hearing and sent word to him to gtay away. EHe evidently did

not recelve the message because he ocame anyway, and stated

that he had no doubt about Hardy's innocence.

The other expert who testified for Hardy was Alex
Gregory of Detrolt-—-s man who 1s most highly regarded in his
field. The International Assoclation for the letection of
Deception, numbering over one hundred fifty members, elscted
him ae its President at 1its last convention. He ran exhaustive
examinations of Hardy and stated emphatloally that 1in his
opinion Hardy wae not guilty of the Lambert murder, nor was he

gullty of any other serious orimes which had occurred in Detroit.

Both of these authorities were questioned at length

sbout the reliability of lie deteotor tests on persons who



haed been serving long terms in prison. Thelr testimony was
thet under certaln specified conditions such tests were highly
relisble. These conditione had been fully met in the Hardy
matter.

The State produced no witnesees to contradlect the
testimony of these two authorities, yet it summarily rejecte
their testimony and sslvee 1lts consclence by quoting two
igoleted paragraphs from a book which says that polygrseph
tests on persons who have been in prison a long time may
be unreliasble, but makes no mention of the conditions and
controls specified by Gregory and Petermann. Had Hardy been
given guch tests at the time of his arrest he never would
have been put on trial for the murder of Lambert. However,
the Parole Board ochooses to toss this very valuable evidence
out of the window because it considers it mrore raliable
to speoulate on what some one might have said at Hardy's
trial twenty-g8lx years before. No one knowe exsaotly who all
the witnesses were at Hardy's trisl, let alone what they might
have testified to.

The Parole Board completely discloses 1te hand in a
concluding paragraph of its report--
“We reel as the Nebrasks Supreme Court has been
quoted......"1t 18, of courase, not intended by
the Constitution that the pardoning power should
review and correot the decigions of the court'®.
This means only one thing--that the Parole Board of the State

of Michigan refuses to weligh the evidence and asttempt to determine




whether the decision of the Jjury was correct. It further
refuses to give any recognition to the well established
principle of law that in criminal caees where the facts raise
s doubt, that doubt should be resolved in favor of the
defendant. This, in spite of the faot that Vanoce Hardy has
spent twenty-six years in Michligan prisone for a crime of
which members of the Court of Last Resort and other experts

in the field of oriminology are oonvinced he 1s innooent.
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