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THI COURT OP' LAST USORT 

:y 

!Pl at nley G rd.n 1r 

A . I II vri tin thi1 I •• oamped on. • lM ut1tul 1> \e u no, 

,oo tar from tb N•Yada State liu . I m 11Y1 1.a ltou 

trail••• an4.., ott'i st rr 1 with , ooou,ying 1x ho 

trailel's. 

\.ii n I I ll1 ranch in oul ther T' so y bu 1na• 

4 l • eo ny interrupt:ton,, o ooh Ml' •train, that t time1 

when I •• u~ a,s Ui•t deadlln that iml)l7 aut ite met 1t beeo . 

neo I ry tor e to "h1 out". 

I'm n old houae va11 r tan r o way back. I lik t 

oonvaa1eno ot bowae trail r19, th · bill ty to move vb n I vant to. 

I 11 to all or the comtort• ot ho vi - t~v ot 

re ~o 1b111\1 •• h t•a trailer lit \Oday. 

Houa,, tra1 lers ar Hl"e roo■y than o 't pl r 11•• 

Tb y•r~ so ett1o1eatly arra ed one • a luxu-10 lf coato:rt b 

b 4, aa~l lock~P space, oloth• eloa ta eanable or hol41n a 

ooapl te war4rob , an ortic quipp w1th d1ot ting and tra -

oribl ohine, be tin and oook1rit stover., eleot:r1e1ty, run.nl.ns 

v teP, and all the coa••ni o a, and y•t has littl or no houaew~k 
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... Clrud1e:t1. 

I vrot my tr1 n41 Art e roard, • l'den of' the Nev 4 State 

~ n1tent1ary at Caaon City. telling ht■ where I was and otterinc 

to barbecue him• steak in e •• be oould t y ror a we kenct . 

Laat Jr Al't Bern. r d and bi• w1 re, om1, dropp•d 1n ror a 

Ti 1t. 

You ere abould ct •oqua1nte4 with Al"\ B rd bee u e 

heh• 14 1 about p nol I Y that Makes 

ernard 1a s tvo-tla d tighter,, 

c ttl · n, and a re ~l r outdoo~ man. 

• 

1ning man, ~rospeotor, 

He r di••• th t ttie1ent 

aelt-reli no• vh1ob raoter1••• t 

11v • out -in the open pl••• vh r 

men who lt>end mueh ot tlteiP 

t y h v the■ 1ft and t 1• 

tncenui ty to rely on and notll1n el • 

"All I vant," Ber rd \014 ne, "1• tar ople to tell 

what they w t don w1 th pr1 aoner • I• 11 ti~ •• v ot 

4o1ng it . 

Mit they w t the• ~uni d 1•11 try nd punish t • · It 

• 1 wiu,t th r toraed. I• 11 trJ and Hfortn them. It t y v 

tb m oont1n I' 11 try d oonfin th m. 

•t oal7 ,hin 11 that pttt'lpl 1111 t rea lia tba, they oan•t 

t their cak and ii too . 

"It you v nt man rehabilitated you~ n't oonoentrate on 

p'ltn11hin1 bl. You've got to cono ntr e on reh b111tat1on. 

"It I h tr • ban4 I 11 I oould put 1n a :reba'b111 tatlon 

pro r that would produea ault• with all exoep, the t 

hard n, 4 ottend r e . It wuldn' t eo• t tbe t xpa1er1 a oent. I •tt 

• e the whole ,:rog.r m fflt- Ul'l')ort1nc. But I'd h ve to • .,. ,om 



t1eld in vhioh I oould m nut~o,UPe pr Uc\. •• I oould build 

road • I could operat• a gravel crtish r. I could eonstruet 

tate buildin11 . 

"When you. pt.miah man in l>l"1 ■on amt th n t"ele a that man, 

bo-o1 he w111 be aas1a1lat by aooi• ty • you ".. .,. to ta oert in 

thin • into 40n 1derat1on. When a b being 1 pun1 - d h 

'beoomea resenttul. 

"Ou~ orlbod arilli 1 proa~•• 1• • pe~uliar oo )lnation or 
punt ·· nt 9 Natraint and half-hearted atteap,a at re btlitation 

Tl •• toro s al'fl all in aolltliol w1 th each other. They general 

intern 1 tr1ot1on. Thy i■?air ett 1 oieao7. 

"A n oo its a orime. Does 1001 t7 "ant to pun11h hitt or 

doe it w nt to retorm hia? 

•41 i,reaeni eooiety':; id a 11 that the• n 1bo\llcl M 

11olat d, not from eaoh other but fr oei t:,, that they slloul.4 

confin 4, t t they should. depriY d or vo n 88 a puniahll8nt . 

"Wb t 1 th net neult? 

nsociety ta 1 11 ot lltGae men who veak, vho are depr Yad, 

who ar Y1e1ot:t1, and ,ute th all to th r within t n rrow oon• 

ti • ot walled bu1ld1ng . y are given n.o r ally co truct1v 

rk . 1ey ar 1 n nc opportunity to earn aon y. T y r not 

d pr1Y~d or aex b•t only Gt wo n. Tho•• who re aot ho _osex 1 

peryer a xi,osed to foree that le thea web . 

"After 10 lone period these me11 ~ • ain Nl •••4 upon 

socie\7 . 

" weak hav lM o 

hard ned. Allot them 

to d n ~at1 e proees 

•1oioua, the vicious ha beeo. o •-

" be n x,01 d to tnrluenoe or rerver11on, 

in th1• oh or punt nt." 



Be rd• s 1deas 1•e hiahly oontlPuotive and ld 

produo\ive of great go<>tt. H run• h11 pJ"iton on • 'basi, ot sq ,. • • 

shooting honeaty and. tw-t1 t ti r1cht1 n bi 11 ty. 

£ ry 10 or n under previous adm1n1str t1ona the prisoners 

had rioted. y had lmAahed th 41 hes- T y had SUS 4th 

t bl , bro n u, the bilno , • 11: fire to anythinc that would bun, 

s ash all ;Jf th• eta pl"O'!>ffiy ttw:, could get th•1r han41 on, 

and th n had be•n u d into • reriod ot sullen punish . nt, foll~ 

oviq which th C!'aduall1 nt b~Htk to Pe t nu i- or 
prison 11 • 

Bern rd b d a tip that there was to b riot one oigbt . Thi• 

t1- they were not only goln to •mash tabla and diaMI bat ~•re 

r.,lanni to t k the bl cooki ran to pi ee• d throw t: ek-

ge out or h window iato the v Pd n's t'!'ont y r • 

His otr1 ~, told him not to r -r-1 about 1 t, that th 1n 

thing va1 to k p out or the w utll th v~n ot' breakinc, a llln 

y r1 had u'b 4 , tot • ,r•o ut1on tha, the 1 !;Pa • ooul4n•t 

r b a uavdt or l-'8l"haJ th warclen h.i lt, aa ho t «•• 
r nard h h1a ow 14•• oath ubJ ot . 

Uu r d., uneeoor dt h valk 4 int~ t 41n1ac b 11 Juat •• 

the riot va •ch•duled to co n • 

"I wan, to tell you n aom ih1q," be ••14. "Yon a put 

h r e becaue Jou viol.at d lava. You ar A't h,,; re 1Mto f,l yo• vant to 

be h r e, ancl Jou a n't be beo ue Iv nt to ha•• you here . You' 

her ea 1e aoe1ety ,ut uh~ . 

"You don't 11 

You 4011•t 11k th 

the «rub. You don• t ltke the aontir-1 nt . 

lit . I don't )1 • ,Oll. r voul4n't lik tt 
1t r war in your plao . 



"I under1tano ynu•r• g tt1ng rttady to riot. You want to 

ssuu1b t diahea. Y:·,u Vaftt to hreak ttP the tablfts. You wmt to 

atage • prot••t by d•atroytng al 1 t,r t taxpayers• pro r\1 you 

o n get yo'tlr hands on. You think th•t will maka tho taxnayera 

•orry. You •noul.cl k w from naat ex~ r18nee that it won't, b~t you 

tello don't learn muoh ti-om "•a•t exnorienc • 

"?low, then, ~' gotnc to tell aor.iething. The t xpa,er1 

have t'urnltbed. the tablea ror you to nut diahee on, and dia • 

tor you to eat rQod 1n. It you want to ash t m up it•• all 

right by • I Ju•t lrlent you to under tand • thine •· ir :,ou • h 

up the dishe1 and it' 1e1uH,reak up th••• ta.bl and beno • ve'll h•• 

\he tloora lett. It'• a co'iOJtet t'loor. You can•t •. 1h th t up . 

"At r you've s•ash du th henche1 an4 tahl • bun 

t , at\•r you•~• throvn the ra e out of the vindov, atter you ••• 

bro en UJ) the dtabe1, '11 alean lit> the ~••~ • We' 11 acrub tl 

floor ant! gAt il just•• clean• we on make it, and 1t you tellcn, 

don't want to tta t o·~ t the di she a you cttn eat orr the rloor. 

" '11 put yo1U' tood in p11•• on thft r.loor; or we'll put it 

oa tbe 41ehe• -- vbiohever y~u ',iaat . Right now you h e the 41• 

Ther••a th• "'loor. If you vant to smash th• Ci• 1 go ah '!id. no 
'fl 01n1 to t ve io dea,b. . The food will be the • t un4 r 

ll1 adaain1•trat1on I'• no, go1ng to 1'Rk th• tax y re to buy d1•h 

that you don•t wttnt. Ir you don't want tho• d!shee emaah t • up . 

Go right ·e 4. It'• up to you.• 

And ~1th th t t - rn rd tur d 4 talked out ot t din1 

room. 

For aoment th8re was ahooked 1 1nercduloua ailenM, t n 

• 



som one •tar d to ?nlaud. 

I'bat was the kind of talk thes• . n llnd ret<>od anti th lo ie 

or the s1 tuation waa ine ca)')abl•. The whol• dining room roared 

into an oy t1on. 

t waa t t &id or t µ1eture. B~t th other aide va1 

the war Bernard at te-1 taprov1 th grub. He hired r,rofe aio 

41et1c1an . lie oeaaed to 11ve the . n what he o 11 d "garb •. it ti 

ata-rt d 

th s,a,e• 
ifflpro1, d. 

rigoroual7 auperv1•ed pro1r•m ot rood pure 

dollar• went farther, but at the sa ti 

e o that 

tt'l grub va 

One of th r aso that! would like to ha your ~d r■ c•t 
oqua1nt at thia time with Art U•r rd 1• th i Emma Jo Jonnaon 

i 1n bl1 1Jult1 tution. 

Jo Johnaon waa convict ot • ond-de ••• mUPd r. We 

d• a elimin r y 1nveatigat1on ot thai o •• · 1h re some 

tbtn1 · about it that are mo1t peoul1 r. 

E a Jo had b en 11Y1ng t ort ot llOtor court. lb• ch n ed 

b•r addr as. Sbe had r ea1on to b 11 •• t t he• ror r landlady wa 

vttbold1ng . 11 . She want dovn to•• about tt. 

re 1s p?"obably no queetlon but vhat 1 w nt down in 

b 111 r t, truoule t mood . In ju ti to h. r 11 1 to be l' -

mei11ber 4 th re vaa pile of 11 ther• addr ••d to h•r vhioh he:r 

tor· r l dl dy had -refused to d liver. 

T re was fracas. No oM ee to know d•tiniiely who 

t rt d 1,. So ~oJ)le say itl!i a Jo 1t rt 4 it . a JM!Opl I y 

• other wo n did . I a Jo• 1 th ot r vo •d at r 

•nd grab her by the tnroat . Unc:toubtedl:, there v • hair• 
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palling on oth sides. 

In the tn1ddle or the fraoa1 the older voman suddenly slum 

to t noor. 

Jo truak r? 

Or "' 1 her, oolla;'\se dwt to a ee,•e\rel h•morrhaga •"ontanoou ly 

1nduoe4 by th• r1•• ot blood P?••• in weakened arterie1? 

Months qo rim Jc Johnson a;,:p•alect to your ,~ourt ot L&at 

fie ort . She has bffn petiently w 1t1nt v !' sir..oe . 

Right at th mo~ t I have t.en too completely snowed urut r 

witb work to k versonal trip or 1nvest1gat1on, but I asking 

S H1ck1 1 my ranch ••naaer, to 1 ve tomonow to go to the State 

P n1tent1ary at Carson Gity and interview ~ . Jo Johnsen . 

Brl• s,anl y Oard 

117 i .. Hie~ 

l t e l ibouch I now all o you vead• ~s or Argosy by th1a 

t1 it • • to that l nov you well enough to be on 

vi 1t1 •tatus with 7ou. 

l'v b en out on quit . a w tr1 pa 111 th n rry s tee1 r nn4 

en tortunat. ell'>Ugh to 'be amonc tho e 

r ••nt on a tev ot th st Court or Last Re■ort aaaaa . I'" 1 en 

n r ead r at m ot your 1 tiers in t rast few ye ra and 

I' kep, olo • tab• on the ma1a.11n. for eo long I'm beg1M1n1 to 

r el like a eml;)er ot t rs 11,. 

By oo~upation I'm a cowpunaber, n~t a write~. I used to 

be hunter and an out.ti tt•r up in wyomlng A.nd I' ~,e 1lwa n 



a lot hand1e.r at traok1ng an elk or ropiq • ate r than at runn1n1 

a tyo.vri ter. 

However, 1 t vas up to to 10 up and he Ye a tall< with E~m• 

Jo Joh, on, and ! t was sute a woni'iertul e:xperieno ... 1. I rath r t'b ubt 

that I oan cet that exner1ence d~wn on pa r ffO you folks oan • • 

it but anyhow it's vo~th taking a ttt at. 

Durinc the ti I'v• work d ror r le Gard r r•..,. been 

around a tew prisons. It'a sure surprising how . tcb they di~t•r. 

Ordinarily a r on dci!!lsrt• t thinJ< thera J • lflUOh d1t reac8 1n 

?r1son, 'beoau1;~ th y ar all tn t1 tutions surrounded 'by " 111, 

v1tb euarda on the outeide and :n at•• ani! bara on the inside . 

But soatehov very prison ha 1ta own 1m1,r1dual1ty . 

1'h1a ilev da priaon is aerta1 nl:r !n a cl sa by i taelt . . JP 

o thin they nev.r have to wo:,T'y bot!t loalng a.ny or their 

ouato r1 by the ev r JG;,ular , thod or c-,\ ·-,h•r1nc out through 

t l -- tbts ntir prison 1 buill ~n aolid rock. 

I 4on 1 t k: ow @f,ic>ugh eb0ut 1eolo1y to ~ tn to tell you 1n 

c1ent1t1c term• how that ~ook wag formed, b\:!t from all anoe it 

~• a J)l"eh1ator1o lake b94 that s ttlad dovn into tone. It 

oolleotion ot tracks in that aol1d rook 7ou var sew in your 11 • 
I a l y1 liked to aon•1der myael r fl ldnd or a tP,utlnrr and 

I aure sot a k1ok. out or t'o 1 loltfing t tracks th•t 9!'• a oouple 

ot 111111011 year old . y ar~ ?rob ~ly the oold.eat tiieolu I • er 

tolloved, but I 1 agln• thel"e are a rev dudes I' v guided oa 

hunting tt1 who would 11k to ar WI that l'oint with M• • 



i,latn a they make in Atr1011, a tftV horse iraaka, d lot• or -:,ird 

track all aiaea and ahapea. fh,.",J"e 1 another track ri ht 

t •• that looka let like a ~•n'e tr ok. It'• 10 h1g 1t kind or 
at rtl• rou, and your 1 tion nta 1ou to believe th t 1i waa 

:,., hi tor1o &1 nt who ca na'1ntaitr1n down throu h th 

sort mutt ot th t ane1ent la bed. Act lly though, l thi~k tbe 

tr ok v re 4 bra bA r beoaus~ thy elosely rs 1ble a grisaly•a 

track• 4 ln tour or r1 lnoh • ot v nov. Alo, on elo 

in1p~o,1on, I thought I could• e no rlap to th t~aoka 11k• t 

hlnd teot bad lttten pl tel'ed down on tor> ot the tl'ont toot traakt 

1nd1eat1 that it va an an1 that v lked on all tours. ll 

too, the traek wen tagg r d so much tna, I doul,t it t y oould 

hav n b7 a tvo•l Id iaat. Ordin rily ' • traoka " nd 

to traY 1 in ~r•tty 1t, 1ght lin• unl• •• or ooUP•ff• 1-'a 1ot 

v.sed tot ••11 on a pair or xtr vtd eno boea . 

A.nybow, re a.r41 • ot ~ht m the• petrified tr ok on th 

aooth rook rloor ot the prtaon 1al'd, th r w re sure an int r•eti 

a.id Ugbt . I Gt al , s t as exo1te4 o r th nt I I do w n l •• 

treah grizsly b~ r traok •~ in 1ng. 

r around Careon City 

or th11 r&l't ot th priaon yard•• ry 4 1 t 2100 P.H. , exoe,, 

Sunday. 

I va• v r y auob 1 Na d by th 1ml1v1dua11ty or N ata 

Stat Pent nti ry. It'1 ' I would oall OM• n pri1on. IF 
tb1 I it • auch the •• a • one• n borae. 1'fOW 

Wb a •o 0 Nt 'rl to • one-ma.n. hors th•1 on•t De4e IU11y ari 
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that ther 11 only ()f).e aan in th• world who can get on that 

partioul r horse ride him. What 11 nerally meant by th t 

term 1 t t. on~ o•rtain man can h ell• t.h• horn 

g t more work out ot him ~1tbout o u in lot of co 

onthly and ean 

otion than 

any ody elae e.an. To me, that 1a th ~•:1 Art Bernard r the 

Pr1eon . I believe be coul~ eall YerT one It the pr110.er by nam. 

When be• 1 out i,.;aU;ing around t yard he 1n tantly r~oogniaaa 1"Yery 

111 b.e se • nd can chat e ily with any or thea about \!/hat ver it 

is t y ba en to be doin1 at that part1cul r tlrn• H knov men 

n h und ratan4 how to run a pr1 on, and he r,u ts that kn.owlftd 

1.nto etteet where it 4oea the 110 t cood f'or all oonoer d. 

But you tolka v t to lrnov ■or bout Emffl Jo, an t t'1 th 

ain thin I ~•at tot 11 you about. 

I bad ne I' n a vom in pr 1 on bet or , and • elng Em. Jo 

ea a kind or a shook. She'• youn and attr otlfl, ePYl 

\1 dvirac that portion of heP 11te n UI ye r c n really coun, 

a1 t h r . You ,.. wo. 111 tttnc thero in r,rison, w1tb youth 

d good loou tr1okl1ng Ulro h her finger and ruhni dovn th 

J'ri on dr 1n1>1 

l}er•on so thin 

, nd it'• anythi 

to think MUI-

nt. 

or eourn, 1t abe e1 nea io be in thePe, that• - 41rt*"rent 

story. But 1.t ah re llJ 1boulc1a•t be 1ft prison and didn't co t 

eri .e 1n the ril" t p lao in <'}I'd r to lfind \lp the l'e • n 1 t es 

you v t to , t buty and do ao thing 1 tead ot Just ,hinJd.ng bout 

it. 

I 414n't hav,1 much ti to pend with 'll' _ A Jo bu.t ah 1a 

a r1~,thand aoeoant or her tory . ~•'11 h v toe l up on th t 

tory to~ w oan ~ • 1, on to you tolk. 
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Howewr, E1:~ma Jo told ae that wh n she -,,&lked into thle 

~lan to get her u.11 ahe W.!8 nretty , d. Not unreason bl:, on1r1 

'd bBen ex~ otlnc 

, 11 and had dro, d. 1>1 the plaCNt four or tiYe ti 

•,re--:ty important 

to •• 1t any 

or it d t»1Y d. Each ti ~ ah wea tr,ld th&!"e wasn't any ■ail 

there tor her , The sort one who vaa at tng at thia sa11e rooming 

bouae told her there~•• a whole staelc or mail ror her that had b n 

,111ng ~P ••er ain Era lo moved out. 

~.11, yO\l oaa•t bla E~ a Jo for being out ot 80?t1 oYer 

thia klnd or a deal. u 11, whether it'• 1aportant or ~ot, . an a 

lot to all or us . 

Anybo'W, aooording to Etml\l Jot vh n •h vent 1n thi nl o 

tbe 1 lad7 ch rged out or snother room, and he v s on the tteht. 

h .i-

I gaited e r 1 t she oould sbov Ju t bov she vaa rabb d, 

ahe bad one or the other wo n take b,".)ld ot her n ek , a 1 • 

• 14 the l ndlady harl. I h d a eamer al n , with a t'laahgun on 1,, 

and I took her ~1otUNt catta th~r• was something about • Jo• 

•xs,re11ion th t I thought you tollta mlgbt llka to • • 

In that pioture you can probably ••• the an thin ~ t I 

oould. Sort or terrified expression, but al10 • look whioh 

1nd1cat • to nte that , 

let anybo 'I walk on h r • 

Jo 1sn' t th• typ@ or girl who tnten4a to 

a Jo •Y• ah roucbt back all ri&ht . Sh• gr b t1 00'11) e 

ot ha M ot th other w 

We'll" locking into thi• ca•• 

oan ei th1n1s sh pd u~ ao ve oan ma 

lot • oon •• ·e 

trip v r to La• Ve •• 
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In th• m.,anti , Emma Jo 1• runr..in a little tore in the 

priaon. I toe-It a r,.to 11re ot h r th•re 1n tb~ store. She'a a good­

lookiag girl, and thA 11 jut so thing about her eharaot•r that 

11 d1tferent trom anything you wovld ex •et to t'1n4 in a woman in 

9rison. She • r 11 t.akin& it on t chin.. L1k I said. bef"ore, 1t 

s e's really 1lty ot something, then. it'• 1-111 ri1ht for her to 

tber , I cu • • But if she 1•n' t gu1 l ty, then she cert 1D.l1 ought 

to b out or there . 

I • Jo r1r1t wro\e tot Court or Lat na ort bout• ye 

o. H•r•h Uout• went to L a an4 made a prelimi r y s.n ... 
•••tt1~t1on He look d throu the court reoords and th 7 • 4 

to e nr•tty ch in ord l". How "' th e vere a u 1 ot qu tion• 

Krl O•rdner vanted to ti nd out about ~ th '• th e aon I -wen, 

to C r son C1tf to ha· a talk w1 th heP. 

I d.on •t ow ho11 thing• aP& 101nc to oo out in tbia o •• • 

but right nov ht anawer • hav look as thouch !m Jo 

innocent . 

ybov, "• '11 k p you 1>o•t d on whatever w oan find. out 

ut \h11 o • • • 

Thi Cov\ ot Laat a ort you readers haft 1t 

on th way ,award 1ng ocent d •• a tional in t1tut1on. 

In the Letty J'i's'·1vler ease there has b"n an exo ad1 ly 

important devtlop nt . 

You will r aber that ve we aRk d to address ~ff 

Asaoa1at1on or Oklaho , talltn1 th 

R•aort . At the eonoluaton or that talk 

out the Court or Laat 

ny •• ra ot tn r 
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tated. that as la-wyera th•Y VPro 1nttI:rested 1n the oaua• ot 

justice and they were go1ng to rollo11 our work with gr•~t intertu\. 

So 1 t vas i-esl ly no gre1 t aurnria to l~arn that the ::t,,te 

ear or Oklahoma had. be&n 'Watching deYelop cnta in this Lef'\y Fowlel' 

ease and to re;~etve a letter signed by three or the :'.l"!Olt "rornlnent 

attorneys in Oklahom • 

The letter read r 

M azi 
2 t 2 tr t 
N v York 17, N w Io~k 

Oen,1 m 111 

A JO\l hav r viou -1.y and ceneroualy lnd:icat 1n :rov 

or Okl 

th u • of Jus t1oe . Even lho or u vbo1• pr ot1c ha en 

exolu 1vel:r ot a o1v1l n tuN, r oonv1 o d that ws uat int r -

e t ours l ves in er1•1nal law and p t1oul-1'ly en l t)J"O 4ure . 

Thi we u, do1 it t h court to r..not1on l'J'O r ly 1n t 

1r at • a or 1 w n toro nt vh1 eh inYolv•• not only h :oun1s -

ni ot th 1u11\y bat th lff'ot otlon or t. 1Mo t . 

At our st t v14 r t1 1n Tul ., Okl bo 1 1n c m r 

1911, Erl St nley rdn r d4 I I d t Oklabo r A• Mi tion 

on h Court ot st Re o•t and b vork you ver doing. A r at 

Jori ty ot t 1 ·1•r• in ttend. •• 1.ndl .,t1 11, ••-ntr d h 

or their 1ntore tin \b1• areat o u 

vith h • 

ot tb•1r de lre to vol'k 

Thia wa• not n • ty ••urn ., 11ghtlJ 1ven. 

ck 1• uea conoern1na t 



o · • ot Lefty "•"owl•r and. while t rules or our Far Association 

m-• nt our Al'rnoci tion as suah d orr1c1ally f.'rem repreaentin& 

any l'tioular ind1v14ual, thert ta, or oourae • no reason why 

1nd.1Y1du l n- 1' ot the B asnn,ot ao act. 

We ha th 1'erore oon titutAd oure 1••• a committee to 1n­

veat11•t the ,owler cs~ and tr ve eonolude Juat1oe dictates and 

boal'd or Oklabo in or4•~ to ee that Fovler•• al m• ot innooeu 

er• pro,erly :or •~nted for aon•1de~ tion by our 1• and conaci•n­

tiou parol bo rd.. 

w. und 1' tand ler ha1 ne1 thel' an ttor ., nor funds to 

e■plc,y o • Th@rerore, we ~111, or oourae, •P~~ar gratuttiou1ly 4 

eo aid r tt a privilege ~om k8 this oontr1but1on to th• o u or 
jualie • 

r Q ly, 

Thi 111 in ping w1tl\ atton ot P eeoolationa el -

where throu hout tlM n ti~n . It 1• a apl ndld tr1bu t the 

Jud tot• ,ro • s ot this oountry . 

r• l' prob 17 the moe t m1 under tc,od or all 

p!'o t" aei& 1 ■en. Too f"ew p•ople real1•• what tb l 11y rs or th1a 

country a aotu lly dotn1. 

at all about the r • oc1 tions, 

tho • or an12t tiona or 1 a rs vho meet to d 11~usa proble of 

Jus•thM, -ppo1',ltun1 that treat . o 1r l1b&rt1es a.nd '/ li~?'tiea. 



l aitend d a lot or bar aa oo:t tton meetings during tb 

ast year or tvo ainc we have •tarted th1• Court ot La1t R$•ort, 

and I am till0d with admir tion tor th l wy r • or th1a country. 

There are •o 1miv1du l blaok sh ei, Wbo un.t'ortunat ly 5;•t all th 

note>1"1ety and bave d t a tine r r t upon the publio i-el t1ona or 

h l ✓ r1 a a vbole. 

'?be tPOubl ia that th tPUlY r•~r nt ,1vo la • ar too 

11 on 1n th ba rov.nd. th 1r co or etbioa doesn't l')erm1 t them to 

dverti • they co about their work qu.ietly, hom.-,11 con-

soi ntiou ly 

t rt1 

or t 

, • a loek., tor ins "' at t • t 

an 1nv 1ti1att,,n ot th tty owl• 

int l" t of th or~an1aed r 1n the :-· 

l y r• who ar 

c e ta-ply t,,~ oa \IS 

• ot J t1o . 

Hioka Rpton 1• Prea1d i ot Okl hoaa Sta, Asaoo-

1at1on. Hot only i he~ outa1iand1n tto ney, represen,1nc eo 

ot th• moat proainant p ople in the tat , but tinds tta to 

engag in local a.1 v1c et1v1t1•• . He ta a i>a•t•J)I' •icleut ot t 

Cb lier ot co r e , the notary Clul:J, the H•d Cro11, the Boy doouta, 

a ;:;;:.:;!:;;r ot ~• ilo td ot 1'ru ot th Okl h B pti t On1 ver 1 ty t 

r or • com itt toP the J>QrJtO of pr parinc mote l 

rule• of oriai 1 l'roeedur . 

Ko -v r, .Bp~»n b a h1a r e t cm the around .. lie knowa tb 

vaya or th co n aan. li vo:r 4 h1 vay thro h ooll doin 

41s vash.in1 and odd Joba. 

Floyd L. Rh••• al o worked 111a w y tuou ooll •• 

one or the moat inur 1i1n1 aacdot•• I of tloyd hbe , 

bov1lll h1a general q ' UJ>, 1• that in hia aiudeni 4 r t ,1ob 
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wh1ob 1up~orted 11 was tiring• coal t"urn~ee .. tven in thoae days 

b waa alv y loold ~g for a more tfiai t ~•Y ot doi tllln&I 

soon deY1 d • oh me that voul4 nable hia 

vitbout him and ••ve that t,ena • 

loyer to get alon 

It 1a oharaoteriatio ot Rhea that he proaptly repoFte4 th1 

a h to h1a aployer, Who wa1 lanes• ct by 1 t, who put 1a the 

sugge t d iai,ron nt an4 thereby put Hh 111 out ot a Job, Hov~nr, 

th ••~loy r vaa ao 1 aa vi th !me '• loyalty and honeaty that 

r,l nty ot oth r Jobs w~r• promptly auppl1e4, 

Duri on or tb mo•t arit1oal periods in the h1atory ot 

Tul •• Fleyd abeam w s drafted to ta ov r the lob of ~oltoe 

()0 11110 • He 11 a 'ber or the ex eut1Y• eouno11 oft 

Okl o St te Bar A aooi \1on, and• 4 l cat tc t 

A.• oeiation, 

r1oan B r 

o. A, Dre r, the third •:.ior y who h • volunt e:re4, i one 

of the mot vi1oro I ac&r• al a\tor •int e at t • 11 on 

the .xeo11lti1re c 1 tt,. ot th Oklab.om state Bar Asso"1 tior., end 

tor atx rear• was distriot ttor n y of ot w County. bas d 

exteMiv ex r 1e nee both in the proseniton. and detena ot , raon 

ouae4 o't crt • 

All'~t th em n er bl to plck and choo•• t h ir cli•nta. 

-1 • :ii:n t bi heet 1noo■ bl'aokets, and tbair n s re kno 
\ 

not onlJ/throQ~hout Okl o~a but in l l eircl a throughout th 

eountl"f becauee· of th•ir act1v1t1 • in th Amerioan Bar 4saociat1on. 

lor, n, prtva t 1nd1v14ual to retain all or thsse thr 

a \tol"MJ'$\WOUlcl invol•• Qll all but aatro ,,.al t1naoe1al outlay, 
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of atlorne11 to look into tnetr •••••• 

I t h r• 1• Lefty Powler, without a -penny to hl • naM • havina 

th •• thr e law1 ra v-oluniMJ' tti.ir help etirely at their ovn 

n and wiihout any eo•~•nsat1on. 

bo that you reader will tak• not1ee ot ~hat the 

o• 11 4 b r in the oountry 1a doinc, an4 w know that you vill . 

You r ad r • ~ho oompri • \h1a Co1ai or Lat Reaortt and vho 

r e 1 portin& 1 t, )a atart cl an enormou•ly important e rtl 

d th l y r■ • taking it up. 

1.e, • • waioh tor tut1.1re d lopr•nta. I think tilat that \llbiob 

1 go1 to b•ppen vill renew your falth 1o~\b1 oountvy and in 

it · lud1o1 1 1Aatttut1one, in the earne tness and lnt•1r1ty ot 

tM organiz d • r. 

I thlnk lt'• o1n to yo\l s,raud or th oountry of vhiob 

TOll ar e1t1Hn. 



Mr. Marshall Houts 
Attorney at Law 
475 South 90 East Avenue 
Tulsa 15, Oklahoma 

Dear Marsh: 

Copies: CLR members 

ERLE STANLEY GARDNER 
Rancho del PaiS411o 

Temecula, California 

August 20th, 1953 

Thanks a lot for your report on the progress being made 
in the Fowler case, and your discussion of my comments about 
publicity. 

Apparently you folks have given this matter a lot of 
consideration and are familiar with the local situation, which, 
after all, is determinative. 

As you know, I am more concerned with the importance of 
the work we are doing in getting bar associations interested in 
the cause of justice than in the fate of any individual. It is, 
I think, more important to get bar associations really interested 
in this work than to accomplish almost any other result. I am 
quite sure the members of the Oklahoma Bar feel the same way, 
and I think we should keep that objective foremost in our minds. 

There is, of course, no conflict between this objective 
and that of representing Lefty Fowler because the biggest step 
forward in the Fowler case to date has been the interest of the 
organized bar. 

Tuesday, 3am Hicks and I were in Las Vegas, Nevada, and 
had quite an active day. We had an interview with Dr. Demman, 
which was recorded on a tape recorder,. and in which Dr. Demman 
admitted that while the injuries he found on the body of Jane 
Jones could well have been caused by violence and could have 
resulted from a blow, t'he injuries on the interior of the skull,, 
that is, the brain clot, etc., could have been the result of 
natural causes; that the wound on the head could have been 
caused by a fall, and the fall could have been caused by the 
hemorrhage. -- In other words, while he testified that the 
conditions he found were conditions which could have been the 
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result of a blow, it was certainly possible, and perhaps equally 
possible, that they were the result of other causes. 

He also stated that in his opinion it was possible that 
Mrs. Jones could have had a hemorrhage some hours earlier in the 
day and could have walked around until the excitement incident 
to the altercation with Emma Jo caused complications and an 
increase in the hemorrhage. 

After interviewing Dr. Demman we had a recorded interview 
with Dr. T. V. Nendick, a physiotherapist,duly licensed to 
practice as such. 

Dr. Nendick was, of course, very anxious to keep from 
putting himself in the position of having given treatments or 
making a diagnosis that would be beyond the activity for which 
he is licensed. However, he stated that he had treated Jane Jones 
from time to time; that he had known her over a period of years; 
that he refused to treat her for a while because she was unco­
operative, because she was abusive, aggressive and generally dis~ 
agreeable. 

A few days before her death he saw her showing evidence 
of distress and offered to treat her again provided she would be 
more co-operative. 

On the day of her death she came in to his office. The 
time was probably about three hours prior to the altercation 
with Emma Jo. She told him that she had "blacked out" the day 
before, had fallen over backwards and had remained unconscious 
for quite some period of time, probably about three hours; that 
he had known she blacked out on other occasions and had seen her 
fall twice. 

On the occasion of her last visit to Dr. Nendick, while 
she was in a steam bath, she again apparently "blacked out", that 
her eyes became glassy, her mouth twitching; that Dr. Nendick 
hurriedly applied emergency measures, shaking her and finally 
getting her so she was once more fully conscious; that she had 
no recollection of the fact that he had shaken her, and had 
apparently, to that extent, been completely unconscious. 

This,in connection with the t~stimony of Dr. Demman,would 
indicate that there was very probably at least the start of a 
cerebral hemorrhage prior to the tirne of the altercation; that 
the hemorrhage therefore could well have been due to increased 
blood pressure due to rage, or any other emotional disturbance. 
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I would like very much to have Dr. LeMoyne Snyder appraise 
this angle of the case before taking a definite position on it, 
but I think it stands to reason that we now have a very material 
fact. 

I had gathered from your record that you felt the 
companionship between Jack Wengert and Emma Jo was one of the 
casual, sexual arrangements, and that ;~'engert had not been as 
wrapped up in Emma Jo as she seemed to think. I interviewed 
Wengert and found that he is apparently very anxious to marry 
Emma Jo on her release. On coming back I checked over the records 
in which you made your report and find that I may have misinterpreted 
your position because of the way you mentioned that there was 
nothing particularly unusual about the arrangement of Emma Jo 
moving in with him. 

If you received a different impression from Wengert I would 
like to know it. 

I was working on this case while we were at the Paradise 
camp, and there is possibility that some of my files are up there. 
I am under the impression that you sent me, and sent to all members 
of the Court of Las Resort, copies of the transcript of the 
testimony of Dr. Demman and Dr. George. I can't find it presently 
available , and wish you would send me your copy so I can have the 
girls copy it here. (Our records show that we sent you all of our 
files 1n the case ~hen you went to Las Vegas, but it is my 
1mpre sion that you sent out copies of the transcript after your 
visit to La Vegas. ) 

I am hoping very much indeed that this thing works out all 
right in Oklahoma. I dol\'t think there is any question but what 
it will be one of the biggest boosts that could be given the 
organized bar of that state, and if it works out all right it will 
pave the way for a lot of favorable public relations work. 

Lots of the best all around. 

Yours, 

ESG:lm 



HENRY STEEGER 
PR ~SIO EN T 

POPULAR PUBLICATIONS, INC. 

20 5 E AST 42'·" STREET 

NEW YORK 17, N .Y. 

September 17, 1953 

Dr. LeMoyne Snyder 
705 American State Bank Bldg. 
Lansing 68, Michigan 

Dear Dr. Snyder: 

Enclosed herewith is your copy of the 

December 1953 Court of Last Resort de­

partment for your files. 

nd 
encl. 

Sincerely, n~e;r ~-CAAtJl-

Se cre tary 



THE COURT OP LAST RESORT 

b:· 

Erle Stanley Gardner 

The Cese or Rmma Jo. 
The Case or Lefty Fowler. 

This 1a th story or a city that never sleeps. It is the 

story or a girl who can't sleep. It is the ■ tory or La Veg s, 

Nevada, the Jacknot city. 

Much has been written about Laa Vegas -- some good, some 

bad, some that 11 true, much that 1• fal •• 

If you're going to fully understand the 1tory or Emma Jo 

you vill hll ' f8 to unde ·stand something or Las Veg s; and the trouble 

with try1n1 to understand Las V 1•• 1 that it is o oomplicat d, 

and 1 grow1nc ao raat, words oan•t eem to catch up with the 

subject . 

Places th t were m~r&ly high-class motels a few years ago 

have now grown into sum~tuoua hotel resorts, with 1 wnat awimmina 

~oola, roulette whe?l, dioe tables, bingo, faro, whe0l1 of fortune, 

sun d ok1, bars, orystal chandel1 ~ and an atmosphere or quiet 

lWtury. 

Places that tev years ago were little more than lunch 

oountera for transi~nt tourists, erected conveniently near the 

high-class motels, have join8d 'With the exnanding motels, 

bloa:3011ed into restaurants 'With the finest, highest-Jn11d chefs, 

the most exotic or foods, and now pay Hollywood and Broadway stars 



as much as fifty thousand dollar• a -week to apnear on floor shows. 

And this growth, of ooura, 1s not an 1s lated Dhenomenon in 

itself. It has brought with it all sorts or attendant nroblema, 

including an enormous influx of transient population. It ia now 

"smartu o stay in Las Thgas, and planes ari2 crowrled w1 th incoming 

tourists r£ the olass that has ·,1 ,--nty or money to a pend and 11 

aruc!ous to find a plaoe to s~flnd it to advanta1e. All of this 

background has reaul ted in all sorts of' sharnshooter1 and conf'id noe 

men coming in to ply their ,,arious tradea. Muscle men and racket­

eers, who are ~lenty tough and "'ho know their way as,ound, dro-· into 

Las 1 ··aas ''on vacation" ~ihile they are looking ror opJ)ortun!t1es 

to "take over". 

All or these thlngs have added enormously to the polio• 

problems, without, unfortunately, adding oorres~ondingly to police 

?eraonnel and income. 

Thia, in turn, has given rise to a type or nri.,. te 1nvest11-

tor that 1sn 't very far r,)moved from the Hollywood concept or a 

private detective. 

For a lon1 time tho e who were fami ·; iar with the private de­

tectiv · in real life would sno!·t and earp at the wild- -., ed oonoept 

of private detective that a ·"'P.:1 ared on the Hollywood screen during 

the voaua when Hollywood ~as featuring priv te detectives. 

Now, in real lif'a, Las Vegas has produo d a type or private 

detective who really and truly has to know his way round, who ha 

to be fully capal·, le of' dealing with the problems that beset his 

alienta, and his clients are the wealthy proprietors of the1 

fabulously expandin1 establishment~, '-,ho &re tryin1 to l)rOtf'>et 

themaelve1 against a gouge and ag inst muscle-men gangsti~rs on the 
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one hand, and prote~t their patrons against sharpers, slickers, 

crooked tipst.,rs and blackmailer ,?n the other. 

~:'ou mix all nf thesa th!ngs together and Las Vegas bt>oomes 

' a story writers ,ora~ise. 

It is r::orP than that. It 1s a smart, sophisticated oity of 

gamb11ng, entertainment and action. There are some of the most 

bea.uti ful women in the .,orld, some or the best floor shows on 

can find anywhere in the country, st1111e ot the most sh paly, tanned, 

well-exposed bo11As I have seen anywh~re outside or Honolulu. 

And the underlying k~ynote or the aity is action. Everybody 

wants action. No ?ne is there to !ettle down and retire. Th 

people ~ho are there are thP-re for action. They want things to 

hapner.. They' re making things hapnr:-n, and things certainly do 

har: 'en. 

That gives you a th~bna11, somewhat inadequate sketch or 

Lns ' egas, Nevada. n~al ~s~ate values have, or 0our1e, reacted 

accordingly. 

Fifteen years ago a friend of mine aaquired tour acres ot 

land on the highway ou+, side of Las Vegas . Ha paid sevent:, -five 

dollars an acre. A short time later he sold tor a hundred and 

r1rty dollars an acPo,doubl1ng his money. Today a syndi~ate 1s 

negot!ating for that 3ame property. The price 11 quoted as firty 

thousand dollars cash, . LITS one percent or the gross or all 

money taken in on the property. 

You can't call th.is simnly a boom. The word boom 11 utterly 

1nad1?.quate. It's a bomb, not a bo--::,mJ and it you w nt to see life 

in an axplos1v~ state, 1r you want tc be where there's so much 
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action it leaves you dizzy, 1r you want to see the well-trowned 

bodies or beautiful women who want to llve in terms bt aat1on but 

are bored with the conventional aporoaoh, if you have daring, 

originality, are quickly and r~adily sdJustahle and can watch 

things go r.y at a mile-a-minute olip -without having to hold on 

to your hat, by all m~ans go to Las Vegas, N~vada. 

And if you should get in trouble in Las Vt~g s, any sort or 
trouble, by all means go to G. E. (Bud) Bodell at the Nevada 

Deteatlve Servic. Put yourself in his hands and he'll get you 

out or your i'.:rouhle. -- ThA?"e are probably others who are just 

as gr,od but we happen to know Bud Bode] 1 because of the Er;;ma Jo 

case, and I don 1 t think you'll find anyone any~here who has quite 

as oolorful a background as Bodell. d when the going gets tough, 

as it quite frequently does in the lite it a Ls Vega• investigator, 

Bud won't get frightened. lie won't even bat an ey lash. He'll 

tak it in hi1 atrid, and his stride has lots or thrust. 

That'• all th :, re is time to tell "OU at th@ moment about 

La1 VP.gas. 

That and, of oouraa, the Nevada background of six-weeks' 

residence in order to secure divorce. 

That mean• many, many_ women come to Las 7egas to establish 

a ix-weeks' rea1denoe. They're lonely women who are recovering 

from a bust-up in their domestic lives. Their nlAns simnly call 

ror six weeks or quit re 1denc in La£ V~gBs, a Nevad divorae, 

and then juat waiting, looking ror an opportunity to nick up the 

tangled threads ot th 1r livel and again try to make something out 

ot them. 



Put women of that type in Las Vegas and something hanpens. 

They are quite apt to be swept o·r th 1r feet by the whirl end 

th hustle, and once they beaom infected with the Las 7egas 

sn1r1t they're apt to do quite a bit ot wh ling and bustling 

themselves. -- You don't 1tay lonely, quiet and isolat din Las 

Vegas. A woaan may take out her knitting on a railroad train. 

Som df them even knit on a1rplan~s, but you don't find anyone 

knitting on the front seat or a roller-coaster. 

I didn't see anyone knitting in Ls V8gas. 

Emma Jo v~s a you woman who came from a good family 1n the 

Midve1t. She 11n't beautitul. She 1an't ugly. She ha1 a very 

tin, slender-waisted figure, w1th lot1 or curves in the right 

plao a. She 1a easy on the eyes. You wouldn't ~1ok her as a 

movie star but you'd be pretty apt to give her a second look 

anywhere. 

The outstanding feature or her f ce 11 a pair ot laughing 

eyes, ey~ that have bone■t, friendly laughter 1n them -- even 

now. 

Emma Jo had mat•ried and the m rr1age hadn't pannad out. She 

had lived in Honolulu, and while in Honolulu had become aoquainted 

with a man who lived in L • Vegas and whose moth r (by adoption) 

ran a amall hotel which catered ~uite largely to women who w re 

eatabl1sh1ng six-weeks' res1rtances in Nev da preliminary to gettin1 

divorce • 

Bolt w I only natural that Emma Jo, survey1111 the charred 

ruins ot a burned-out marriage, hould d cid to go to Las Vegas, 

Nevada, nd should become a tenant at th1a hotel. 
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But women don't long remain lonely, isolated or detached 

in L s V.:,gas. Emma Jo met Jaok, and when she met Jaok something 

cli~ked. 

Jhe had tho ugh t that the unsucoeastul first rr1age h~d 

finished her forever with the idea of love at first sight, but 

Emm Jo r·,et Jack ah felt an instantan~ous electric spark, and 

Jack felt the same 'ffay about Emma Jo. 

In order to understand what follows it 11 ne oea1ary to 

keen in mind the background of Laa Vegas. 

Emma Jo was, for cert in reasons which l' ave no plac here, 

d1ssat1 fiad with the little hotel wh~re sh had a room . She 

when 

vas looking ror place to which to move, but those nlacea aren't 

too easily round in a boom. o1t.Y llkAt La• V gas, and, in th 

m ant1mo, th whirl and the glitter, the rapidity or action, the 

swift tem~o or lite that is the background of Las V~cas, had got 

into Emm Jo's blood. 

Jack proposed marriage and waa ccepted. Juat s aonn as 

Emma J'o '• di voroe w s out or the way they llere to be rried. 

And so, against th baokgro'Dl\d, of £as Vegas lite, it was not 

sur,r1s1n1 th t Emma Jo and Jack !,8~1de4 they'd throw conventions 

to the wind and that E- Jo would move ln "Vi~ Jack while she 

waited out the short re 1n1ng period neceasary to get her divorce. 

But Emma Jo·+• lawyer v- ed v ry strongly ga1n1t any otf1c1 1 

change of addre1s. Tho1 things are sometimes h rd to explain to 

skept1oal judge who 11 carefully inquiring into the evidence 

concerning re1idenoe to tind out whether there has been any fraud 

pr~ctiaed on the cou~t. 

In raot, it is an o en I oret that ther are places in Las 

VAgas where a person can 11ve tor four or f1Ye days and have a 
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w1 tn a a :j?ear vi th a re11ster 1howing that the four or five-days' 

residence was actually a dix-veek1' reaidenoe -- re ulting in a 

whirlwind type or divorcA that 11 fully in keeping with the 

w~1rlw1nd pace or lit in Las Vegas. 

So , a Jo 1 1 mail continued to go to the old address. 

The wom n who ran the olaoe, Jane Jones, was somethin1 or a 

char cter. She vaa no longer young. She was 1rai,o1bhi . She was 

not in good h alth. She had rterial sclerosis, d it 1• quite 

probable that Emma Jo's moving out had left some rather bitter 

feelings on both sides . 

But Emma Jo's mail continued to be sent to Jane Jones' hotel. 

Emma Jo's mail was i■nortant to her. She was keeping in touch 

with her parents and friends . She was receiving som money in the 

ma11 1 and she telt she bad reason to believe all or hermail was not 

being forwarded. 

~he rang up Jane two or thrae times, explaining that ah felt 

there must be mail there tor her, and, accordin1 to ma Jo, waa 

assured that there was no mail. 

Then ~ame the afternoon vb n Emma Jo met one ofthe women 

vbo was ■ taying at the little hotel, and who bad been ■ taying there 

when E!l".ma Jo was there. According to m 1a Jo, the woman said 1 "Why 

don't you ever oome around and get your mail? Gosh, there's a big 

oi le or 1 t ther@ wa1 ting tor you. " 

Th t did it. 

Emma Jo hunted uo Jack. ~he was teeling pretty blue. Thy 

h d a r~w drinks together. They were joined by another aouol~. 

There w re a few more drinks, and Emma Jo decid d she was going 
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down to ger her mail and that was all there was to it. 

She rang up Jane Jones and told her she was ooming rlown am. 

sh ~anted her mail. 

w'hat happened atter that 11 in sharp oonflict. 

According to one version, Emma Jo, acaomnanied by her friends, 

went down to get her mail. J~ne Jones, irascible, belligerent, 

1rahbed her and started to throw hr out. There was a hatr­

pulling match, in the midst of which Jane Jones suddenly sank to 

the floor. 

The other version is that Emma Jo went in and said, 11 I m 

going to kill you. I h ve a gun in my purse," and that th@r unon 

J ne Jone got up am walked toward Emma Jo and Emma Jo grabbed hr. 

The Jury ccepted that second version. 

It 1a a vera1on that wa authenticated by aome ~1tnease1, but 

there ar, or oourse, things about 1t that sim~ly don•t make ••n •· 

In the t1rst olace, lmma Jo had gone down there tor her mail . That 

wa the dominant thought 1n her mind. It he had had n opr1 ortun1 ty 

to say anything atter she en~e red the plaae and before beinc grabb d 

by Jane Jones, ahe would oertainly have said, "I've oo ror my 

mail." She wouldn't have said, uz•m go1n1 to kill you. I have a 

gun 1n my purse.n She didn't have any gun in her nurse, and why 

she should h ve ■aid anything like th tis a question th t w s never 

anavered. 'n1tn••• s said that she said it and that was that. 

Moreover, it' Emm Jo had said, "I have a gun in my pur1e, and 

I'm going to kill you, u 1 t• s highly unlikely that Jan9 Jones would 

have got up and walked tow rd Emma Jo, wh1oh is what the witnesses 

ror the prosecution say hanpened~ 
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If you tell a person you have a gun in your purse nnd are 

going to kill hr, sh may run, she may sit still, she may try 

to telephone the police, she may try to reaoh tor sC111e v~aPQD 

other own, but it is hardly possible that ahe would get up al'Ji 

walk to\::ard you. 

And it she does g~t up and walk tow~r,i you· 1,1hen you have just 

told her th~t you have a gun and are going to kill her, it is 

h rdly conceivable that she is moving toward you aiq:,ly to disouss 

the weather or ask you what you think about the intsrnat1onal 

situation. 

Anyhow, th8re was a hair-pulling match, and Jane Jones sank 

back to the floor. 

So■• or the witneaaes say that Emma Jo pioked up a wooden­

handled c n opener, th kind th&t has a thumb sorew and which 

rotates round the edge or the can to open it; that ah r•~eatedly 

hit Jane JonP- on the head with th11 can opener. Other witne ea 

1ay that E•• Jo's friends,- ~ho had aocompan1 d her, alao atru k 

Jane Jones. · 

Someone called th polioe . 

Jane Jones va1 tak n aw yin an ambulance. She had 1utfer d 

a cerebral hemorrhage. She '-ilas taken to th hospital . Sh made 

100d progress tor a day or two, then her progres waan•t so good 

and she died pnrox1mately two week after being raoeived t the 

hospital. 

How oome the 1gnit1oant part. 

arrest at the tim . Thy went away. 

the various partie1 down to the police 

The police didn't mak ny 

Then they r turned nd took 

tation, and the a oh r1• 
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was place• against Emma Jo and Jack ,,or all things) or living 

together while unmarried, a violation or the L9s tagas noomin1 

Hou• Ordinance. 

It t s quite anrarent that in the minds or the police at that 

time there had be n no deadly assault. Thare had been some sort or 
a brawl, a diaturbing of the peace, and the police, in their own 

minda at la st, couldn',., d term1ne who was re:n,ons1ble. They felt 

that they h d been annoyed, that there had been~ brawl, and that 

someone should be fined, and rather than try t.o unsorambl the con­

fl1at1ng ator1e9, they picked on S"·m1-obsolete ordinanoe in a 

sudden burst ot purity which is entirely ~oreign to the literal 

background or Laa Vegas. In fact, one would say from even a casual 

observa tion that if that ordinance were strictly enforoed Las Vegaa 

might open up another source of income that would rival the money 

received '.~rom gambling -- if 1 t didn't frighten aw y ill or the 

tourists . 

Anyhow, Emma Jo and Jack, having beon brand ed aa 11y1ng together 

in violation or an ordinanc~, paid their fines and got out. They 

co6ld hardly continue to liv~ in Lqs V~gaa in violation of th 

ordinance. They w~ren't going to 9qparate, and, under the oiraum­

•tanoes, they decided that Emma Jo's ,avorae had better "wait until 

she co·~ld :return and •• tabl1sh another r>~riod or res1denc • A 

judce was hardly apt to give a woman a di vorc who had be_en arrested 

and tined for violation ot the L~• '!f',gas Rooming HAUS • Ordinance. 

So Jack snd Ei."JDa Jo went to Los Angel 1. 

Then Jane Jones died, and then, rather belatedly, th ppl1ce 

placed murder charges againat Emma Jo . She was convicted of second­

de1roe :1urder and '-81 sent to X"" r1 'a St··-te Peni t nt1.ry at Carson 
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City. 

J ck was comnletely dAvestated. He returned to Las Vegas, 

secured a job, and settled do'tln to wait. 

11 But II tAn year• to lif, " is a long time to wait. 

Emma Jo, in the v,,men's wing of the prison at Carson City, 

settled down tow ai t . rend hers 11,:,s a long period or waiting. It 

is hard for a woman to see beauty, youth and lit(' al1:1ping through 

hr fingers while she goes about the drab tasks allotted to a 

nr1soner in a state prison. It 11 doubly hard when she 1a in love 

and can't g6t the man 1n the case out or her thoughts. 

So Jack saved up money and went to Bud Bodell . 

Bud Bodell at rted an investigation. 

Emma Jo appealed to the Court of Last-Resort . 

Some t•n days ago, sam Hioka and I went over to Las Vagas to 

look into the situation. we talked with Jack, and Jack referred 

u1 to Bud Bodell. Bud Bode;J..1 opened his files to u■• He show·,c1 us 

what he had. -- And he had uncovered some very interesting infor-

m t1on . 

There's one di1tinotiv~ thing about Las V 1as in the summer­

time -- that's heat. 

It' s dry heat. You don't have any great amount of humidity 

and therefore it's P.&sier to take than heat along the Eastern sea­

board, but, on the other hand, the thermometer outs oaper1 that 

would make a New Yorker tall over with sunatroke just to look at it. 

A hundred degrees in the shade is only the starting point tor Lai 

v~gas in the summer. 

At that 1t was relatively cool the two rlays Sam and I were 
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over there -- only a hundred and seven d grees. -- ',f course, the 

buildings are all a1r-aond1t1oned. You only notice the heat when 

you are out on the street dsah1ng around -- and it's the he:!.!t of 

nure unadult~rated sunshine. 'I'n t's where you g~t those beautifully 

browned bodies. Just a few day in Las Vegas will give you a rich 

sun tan that would take weeks to acquire elsewher. It's like 

being popped into an lectrio toaster. Only a few minutft:~ and you •re 

po~p•d out again, brown RB a berry. 

But th thr • hundred odd miles between my ranoh and Las 7egaa 

cross a narticularly vicious stretch ot desert, a desert that 

atr9tches alon1 the south apnroaoh to Death Valley, ad sert where 

tem'f)eratures up to a hundred and twenty in the shade are rather 

usual, a desert where th hichway get1 10 hot you can't possibly pt 

your hand on the tir s of' an automobile atter it has been dr1v n 

a tew miles, even when you'r driv,\ng at night. 

So Sam and I took the ltixurioua Un1,)n P cifio Streamliner 

"The City ot Los Angeles". We lept in air-conditioned aomtort. 

W• arrived in Las Ve1as. We noticed occaaion 11.y that it was hot 

when we were out on the street, but tor th moat part we were in 

1r-cond1t1oned buildings, Hld. the fact that the thermometer wa• 

ta hundred and seven degrees was only a minor statistic. 

We oaught an early morntna tr in back to San Bernardino, drove 

down to the ranoh, and at rt d correlating our information. 

The teleohone rang . 

Bud Bodell had a new lead. 

We sighed wearily, packed up our cameras, chartered an airplane, 

and the next morning w re oaaing up and down on th8 edge of a rural 

airport waitin1 tor it to got light enough to t3ke off. 
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We skimmed up over the high mountains, looked down on Big Bear 

and the resort country, then rlew across the desert where, even at 

seven thousand fe9t, the he0t turned the inter:or or the light a1r­

~lane into a Turkish bath. :?,lt we were in Leis V1~1as before eight 

o 1 c1ook in the morning. We did a grueling day's "Work and were baok 

a t the ranch before 1 t got dark. Six hundred miles or air".)lane 

trav8l, eight hours or investigative work. 

Bud Bodell had uncovered a witness who hinted at sinister 

developments baak or Emma Jo's conviction. We're going to have 

to check the raots before we can be sure about them, and even then 

ve can't publ1 sh them unt11 we haYe tied up oertain thing :, . ather­

v1 se we'll be tipping our hand in suah a way that w won't be able 

to get a true p1ature of the feta. 

However, one thine we can state. 

On that first trip we took tape recorder and we secured 

t~o ta~•-rec, rded interview& e s tablishing certain tacts. 

After I got back to the ranoh I wrote a long le~ter to Dr • 

.R . B. H. Gradwohl in St. Louis. 

(Dr. LeHoyne Snyder is at the moment 1n Europe &nd unavailable.) 

Then Emma Jo got a break. -'fo ooner had I written this letter, 

1n tact, after 1t had been dictated and signed and was on its way to 

the post office, the telepho11e rang. Or. Gra•.1wohl was on the other 

end of the line. He was in Santa Monica. 

I aaked him it he would oome down to the ranch and listen to 

some tape reoordings and give us the benefit of his medical opinion. 

Dr. Gradwohl 11 one or the outstandin1 fi1ures in the field or 

l gal med1 ,~1ne. He has been in or1•1nal pathological work ror 10m 



forty years. It is due to his efforts that the American Academy 

or Porens!c Sciences was founded. He was its first president. 

He heads t_he r,olice laboratory 1n St. Lou11. He 1•, of course, an 

exceedingly busy man, but he 11 interested in the cause or justice. 

He knows the work that your Court ot Last Resort is doing, and he 

cheerfully took time out to dr1ve down to the ranch so that he could 

listen to an hour or so of our tape r~cord1n •• 

Then Dr. Gr dwohl re8ched startling oonclusions and gave u1 

a tape-recorded interview. 

Here again we're going to havet:> wait a littl: while before 

disclosing all of the facts 'beoause 1 t would be unwl.se at the oresent 

moment to tip our hand. 

sur~10 ~ it to SAY thst Dr. Gradwohl, who 1• an out tand1n1, 

authoritative figure, 1s firml:✓ convinced that even on the testimony 

given by the ~~tnaas@~ tor th prosecution, and without even con-

sidering the point, raised by the defense, E, Jo is innocent. 

T 

Development• in th• Lefty 1owler oas• have assumed some or 

the aspects or a threa-rtnc c1roua . 

We l)revioualy m&ntioned th&t the Oklahoma State Bar had taken 

n interest in the i,.rork that you re ~1dera ~ere doing w1 th the Court 

or Last Reaort. The State Bar, as such, felt it oo,,ldn't enter into 

ny individual oasr-, but we were assured 0 orr the record" that when­

ever there was any case in which you reRders were interested in 

the State or Oklahoma there would be ava1.labla some of the best 

a ttorneys 1n the State to••• that the per1on involved had a "square 

deal." 
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So 1n thts Lefty P'owler case, t,hr•u• a tt,)rneys c1:1.11te !'0r-ward and 

volunteered their serv'..ces. 'ticks Enton, the current rresident or 
the State nar Association of Oklahoma1 Floyd Bheam, an outstanding, 

1nfluant1al attorney; ~nd o. A. B:rewer, considered one Qf the rnost 

resoureaf'ul ~nd adroit trial attorneys in the State. 

No ordinary par3on could se ·ure the comb1ned services or these 

three men unless that person happened to be exceedingly affluent 

and was willing to snend a very good-sf.zed chunk or money. 

Lefty r0wler, who 11 absolutely pehn1leaa, a ror1otten man in 

the Oklahoma State Penitentiary at McAlester, commands the services or 
these three men without one cent of outlay, simply because the lawyers 

or the State or Oklahoma al"• determined that Justice 1s goinc to be 

done . 

As I havft frequently satd, thP.re are two ~lasses ot people who 

have poor public relations -- mothers-in-law and attorneys-at-law. 

Cartoonists rtelight 1n lampooning them, And they become the butt or 

all sorts ;-)f Jokes and gaga . 

Mothera-in-law become grandmas arter a tew ye ars, and gr ndma1 

have excellent public relations -- they act as baby-sitters. 

Attorneys-at-law are apt to remain behind the oartoonist'a 

eiaht-ball. 

Jar too r~w people realize the work that is being c rrled on 

b;, the organised bar asaoc1at1ons or this country1 work that is 

thanklea1, demanding, and at times '"1Xf)ens1ve J -work that ia directed 

s olely toward seeing that you and I get better Justice, that our 

Constitutional ~nd legislative rights remain unimpaired. 

A whole book could be written about the•• unpulbicized activities 

of the har assoo1at1ona, their various com ittee1 which unselfishly 

d vote time to supervising the over-all picture or law-making and 



- 16 -

law enforcement . 

However, that book, ir written, wr:rnld sell only t,:, lawye?'s. 

';.-he av~rage reader isn't interested. :·1s rights are the ones that 

are affected but the subject ls '1ry and thnrafore unintnresttng. 

Hence the reason for the lawyers hAving poor public relations. 

The publio simply doesn't lmo~ 0r the ~ork they do, an~1sn't 

interested in finding out. 

But Ar1osy readers csu at least take heart from the f~ct that 

these three outstanding attorneys have a':~rted the ball rolling in 

Oklahoma on behalf of' Lefty Fowler siri.nly because you readers, ~md 

the force of public opinion that yo\i represent, have brought the 

aase or Lefty Fowler to puhl1o attention. 

Your ovn t'ull-t1me investigator, Marshall Houts, who is a.110 a 

member of the Oklahoma ilar, is down there working on the F'owler case. 

Now here are some rath•r inter~sting develonments. 

A masterly, complete pet1 t1on was filed w1 th the O:<lahoma State 

Pardon and Parole Board, setting forth allot the "'arious racts in 

the ca se. 

~uite naturally the newspape··s seized upon this a.s a rr:ajor pie ce 

or news within the State or Oklahoma. neportQ~s were sent out to 

interview the various parties. 

As was to havo been &xr,et?ted, the persona who were instr11mental 

in the arrest and conv1ot1on or Lefty Fowler in11sted that this was a 

tempest in a teapot, that Fowler was a liar, ~hat his conf'ess1on w~a 

freely and vol untarily obtained, that Fowler \<las guilty or ir.urder. 

But tha reporters asked que1t1ons, and the reporters demanded 

an wers to certain spea1f1c questions. 

The answers to tho1e qt1eations substantiated certain things that 

we had atroncly suspected to be racts, things that Fowler had 
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insisted all along were facts. 

r'owler was arreated on a alllrge or drunkenness. An of'f'ic r or 
the dt~t• polioe was inoaroeratffd on a trumped-up charge and pe~mitted 

to take a r1~1k of whisky into the jail with him. tie was ino roerated 

as a cellmate of Lefty Fowler. He waa in a position to ply Fowler with 

whisky and then proooae to him that a "lawyer" would t>ay his tine 11nd 

get him out tr Fowler would drive a oertain car to a eert~in de t1-

nat1on. 

Another State officer po ed as a la~yer. 

Think that over tor a moment, rolks. It's a crtme in 1101t stat 1 

for any unauthoriz~d person to pose as a lawyer. It's certainly a 

dangerous pr8ot1oe when a member or a law enforoem nt agency enters 

a prison and talks with a man who 11 1ncaraerat d, and poses a s 

lawyer. 

But that's what happened in this aaae. The r k• lawyer ~•1d 

Fowler's t'tne and Fowler was taken out so he could drive the car 

which ha~ been pl~nted. 

l'hat car, it i s now• tabliahed, was a oar with out-of- tat 

11oena '.. plates that was the nroperty or a relative of a -oer1on in the 

prosecutor's office. That car was to be driven over a certain 1peoit-

1ed route, with the und r s tanding th~ ta certain olaae on that route 

a Stat8 troo,er was to arrest Fowler on a charge or driving a stolen car. 

Why? 

~~by all the cloak and dagger stuf'f? Why all the gum•hoe teotios? 

Fowler• ya that when he wea stopped by thia State troooar, and 

the other man, vhom he oonsiderad a tallow prisoner but who was aot­

ually an undercover detective, yelled "Run", and O,µmped out and ran. 
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Fowler ~1dn't run. H~ stayed to ~ace the charge or_~r~ving 

a stol0n .... r:ir. 

What would havn hapnened if he had run? 

Probably n!'.>thing. Put in the back of Fowler' ~: mind w::s the 

feeling that this elaborste nlant had some sinister uur~ose whioh 

he couldn't un0erstand. ·,'hen !'le begfln to th1.n1': .l~ ovor in j~11 he 

says ~hat the thought wa~ 1n his '.)'\rl?l mind that 1f he had run he 

vould have been shot. 

That, or course, as we see 1 t, 1s ahsurd, but from Fo1-11ler 's 

standpoint it Jisn't absurd. 

~qs that m rely an ~ocident~l stat~ or mind, or was it ~erhap! 

part ot an alaborRte peychologi ~~al third-degree? 

There was~ reason for it. 

The reason has not s yet been exPlainAd. 

There are other things whioh had been brought out as a re~ult 

or this ~etit1on having been filed and th newspaper investigation. 

It 11 nov quite definitely establishe~ that the ring which v a 

subsequently given to Helen Be3vers' mother b the authnrities as 

her dallghter's ring, the ring vh:1ch was ident1f1oc\ by witne-:ses al 

having been on the fing~r of Helen B~~vers the very night of the 

murder, w~s ldentit1ed by .another witness a~ h~ving b~en in the 

possession or a pe:r.son, wh'.)m we will rarer to tu Sus-.,act x, .,.,rior 

to the time HBlen R~avArs' body was d~s~overed. 

Your lnve3tig~tor, 'aul Ke l 1.y, 'Who, yo1; w111 rerramber, 1. s on" 

or the ex-FBI man, a m~mber or Henry Franklin's committee, who had 

volunteered to h$lp the Court ot Last Resort 1n any er its eases, 

uncovered the mysterious witness whom we have rftferred to for her 
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own proteetion only ea Mias D,mcan Oklahoma, a i.:oman who is very 

much in feAr of her 11.f'e at th pre1ent time, and who later, 'When 

interview d by ?~arshall Houts, said she was an evewi tnes to the 

murder or Helen Beaver,. She named suspect X as havin1 been pr ant 

at the tim and having at least participated in that murder . 

Now than, soma or the, rson1 who were oonnected with Fowler's 

cas neeringly •• k to deprecate the· ork which haa been done by 

your investigators by saying that we have uncov,,red nothin1 that 

they didn't know all along. 

That•• a damning indictment. 

They knew th se faat1. 

But the jury that tri d the ca• didn't know th~m. The 

ttorney tor Latty F1,wle r didn't know them, and Lefty Fowler didn't 

know them. 

How many p o~le think that a jury would have convicted L tty 

Fowler of murd~r it it had known th t the authorities at that very 

moment h din th 1r no1 sess1on the ring that Hel n Beaver h db en 

wear1na on the night ot her murder and which ring had been taken from 

another su1peot who had, in turn, en identified by an eyew1tnea 

as having part1e1p ted in th murder? 

These w re th1n1s vhioh, under the ciroumatances, only the 

author1t1 • could h v known t that time. Ir Fowler bad known 

them, it that ev1rtence h d been brought out before the jury, Fowler•• 

oaae would have been tossed out or court without the jurors ever 

havin1 to le9ve the-box . 

And vhy did the uthor1t1es suddenly llbez,at th11 Su pect X 

and ooncenar te on Letty Fowler? 

They have told inquiring new1p per r porters.that it wa 

becaus Letty Fowler had "quit his job". 
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Now let's get some sense to this thing. 

Lefty Fowler has taken a searching lie detector test. Alex 

G~egory says that in his opinion Fowler h~s no guilty knowledge or 
the murder or Helen Beavers. 

Some of the persons who were instrumental in Fowle · 's conv1at-

1on have made sneeringly depreaatory remark■ ab,:,ut the Court of Last 

Resort, and in par ' 1oular about the ract that the Q!-:1ahoma ~.:lar Assoc­

iation, whioh is I eking to get at the bottom or this thing, has 

been"sold a bill or goods". 

Here's a proposition, gentlemen. 

Ho~ about All or you taking a lie detector teat? How about 

answering questions oonoerning the background or the Fowler in­

vestigation, the Fowler arrest, the Fowler trial, the Fowler oon­

viotion, and the entire baokground? 

Those lie detector tests will be taken under conditions 

arranged by the International Society for the Detection of Deoept1on, 

and by persons IP.lAoted by that society. 

It's quite ea~y to make charges about persons having been 

"sold a bill or goods". It's quite e11sy to make sneering remarks. 

We're not interested in v111f1cat1on. We're interest d 1n faot. 

It 11 not my purpose to charge that there was anythin111n1ster 

in vhat happened in the Fovler case. I think it wa• a o •• or 
or~icial & al havin1 1on9 so widely astray that it oversteo~ d the 

mark. It is f'.lf firm beliet that if anyon was "sold a bill or goods'' 

1ome elev r individual manag d to talk the authorities into dropp~nc 

the case against Suapect X and eonoentr~t1ng on Letty Fowler. 

I'd like very much to find out who that ~•r1on was. I'd like 



- 21 -

to find out what sales arguments were used. I'd like to find out 

who was really sold a bill of goods in this case. 

\~ hy not have the persons who are resnonaible for drooping this 

suspect, with allot th ev1denoe that existed against him, and 

concentrating on Fowler simnly because he had "quit his job", take 

a lie detector test? 

How about it, gentlemen? 

I think that the ~1gn1ty of justice in the St~t~, of Oklahoma 

demands that something be done in t~is c ••• 

I don't thi,. we can cover the situation any better than to 

quote in oart from an editorial oomment in the Tulsa Tribunes 

"We truat the pardon and parole board will devot a 
anecial meeting, as Chairman Tnm 0 h1111na suggested yet r­
day, to the 'Letty' Fowler ca1. There seem to bes v r l 
place to take hold or this subject• now that it has b en 
reopen d tor a second tim by Ar1osy I sine's Court ot 
L 1t R sort and thr e ~ro inent Oklahoma lawyers, 1ncludin1 
the presi,ient ot th state bar assooiation. 

"Fowler 11 a former Duncan policem,~n who oonfe1 e five 
years ago to the murd r or a woman employed there as a w0itre1. 
He was aentenced to lite imprisonment. Heh I since maint ind 
hews beaten and confess d to aav further torture. ~rl• Stanly 
Gardn r, the author ad Court or Last Re ort conductor, believes 
him nd apparently ha oonvinoed t law era who are oo-operat­
ing with him in the a peal for a :..,ardon. 

"This would stand as a clash of on1n1nns between Oardn r 
and the others and the prosecutor, judge and jury at the trial 
it it were not tor the presence or a number or other alle1ed 
taots. . ...... . ........ • ... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · • • • • 

"A rourth o nt aan stand a lot or 011r1oation, though the 
1 mentary facts re ad•·--1 tted readi y by those who should know 
st about them. F wler was subjeoted to a story-book detective 

experience while in jail in -~✓ aurika. A l)Seudo drunk 'Was put in 
the cell ~1th him by state crime bureau operators. A pseudo 
lawyer 1ained thotr releaae and then a highway patl"olman stopped 
them betw en Waurika and Chioka1h and ohar~ d them with car 
theft. Their oar hadn't been 1tolen, but was loaned the op-
eratives ror the drama. ··•······•••···•·•··•··••·•·•••••••• 
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"This, we want to he -:ir mor'.'! about. If th obj ct wa1 
to rre t Fowl r 10 he couldn't leave the stat upon his 
release from his short jail sentence for dr .eoness, why 
wasn't he rr sted on a ew warrant while h wsa in the 
Waurika Jail? ·•~·•········•··· · ···•·••··•••,,··•····•" 

That editorial oontalns a lot of met. 

How bout a lie detector test for those who are oallin1 Letty 

Fowler an unmitiaated liar? 

How about a lie detector test to inquire into the investigative 

background in his case? 

The line forms on the left, gentlemen. 

Let's t1nd out who was "sold a bill or goods 11 , and by whom. 

Erle Stanley Gardner 
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