MARCH ON CITY HALL

F0R OPEN HOUSING
lew TODAY

MEET AT UNION-2 NOFLOOR- NOON
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Michigan Siate University, EAST LANSING, Michigan May 18, 1965

70 SIT IN, SIT OUT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS

Monday night's City Couneil meeting in East Lansing was not just
another meeting. More than 70 persons, mostly MSU students, went into
the meeting to persuade the council to adopt proposals for open occu-
pancy in East Lansing. We did not expect a complete victory and did not
get one, But we did want aetion.

We sat in because the council refused to do anything more than
adopt a resolution against prejudice and agree to talk about the problem.
After threc and a half hours in the corridors outside the council room
"the TO" were carried out one by one by police and dumped on the lawn
behind City Hall, '

Outside City Hall, up to LOO marchers carrying torches and singing
freedom songs supported the sit-in for over five hours. They cheered
each participant in the sit-in as he was carried outside and dumped.

This was not an isolated incident. Monday night!s demonstration
was just one battle in the continuing war against prejudice.

The long history of housing discrimination in this city must end,
and now is the time to end it.

The city has the power to insure equal opportunity in housing for
all its citizens., It must act now to eliminate discrimination or face
continued pressure from all those interested in civil rights and human
dignity.

That is why we demonstrated Monday night, and that is why we ask
everyone concerned with equal rights to demonstrate with us at 1 p.me.
today .

NATIONAL ATTENTION FOCUSED ON EAST LANSING

The civil rights struggle in East Lansing is not being worked out
in isolation from the rest of the world. This struggle is part.of a
national movement, and national interest has been attracted to it.
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cont. from page one--

JOHN LEWIS and JAMES FORMAN of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating
Committee WILL BE IN EAST LANSING TODAY to support the cempaign for open
occupancy. JIMES FARMER of the Congress of Racial Equality, the REV.
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
and author LOUIS LOMLX have pledgcd to repeat their visits to East Lansing
if called upon to help in the fight.

BAST L/NSING'S CIVIL RIGHTS WORKERS LRE NOT LLONE;
CAN NO LONGER PRETEND TC BE ALCNE,

This afternoonts rally must be a massive show of student and faculty
interest in the very vital problem of housing discrimination in this city.

ELST LANSING

LEGAL QUESTIONS NOT THE ONLY ISSUE

Two weeks ago, when nearly 100 students asked the City Council to
begin developing a program "to climinate discrimination in the area of
sales and rentals with a legal statement embodying this program," the
council merely referred the proposal to the Human Relations Commission,
Monday wizht, we went back to the council to sec what it had done about
our proposals. : :

~ Early in Monday's meeting, a resolution was 'introduced and passed
urtfnimously-stating that-the City Council disapproves of racial prejudice.

Byron Peterson, Camnus NAACP president and eivil richts spokesmen,
praised the statement, but told the council it was still only werds. He
then read a prepared statement calling for several specific legal measures
in the area of human rights and an aggressive publicity program indicating
that East Lansin: welcomes persons of all races, rcligions and netionalities,

The council rcfused tc consider any proposal for punitive measures
aitainst realtors and landlords who discriminate. It bascd its nosition on
the dccision of the state attornev peneral that municipal ordinances dealing
with human rights are unconstitutional. Moreover, some councilmen seem to
feel that even if 2n ordinance were legal, it mizht not be desirable.

We contend that not only is an open occupancy ordinance nceded, but
that its constitutionality is yet to be decided in court. East Lansing can
lose nothing by nroving now thet it is truly an open eity by passimg such
an ordinance, cven if it misht later be stricken dowm by the cwrts.

The council concentrates cn its Machievements" in human relations, and
brushes aside recurring cases of discrimination, It arpucs that the "atmes-
phere" of East Lansin: has changed in the past few yvears. UWe say such a
change is insufficient to help Negroes seck homes in East Lansing ca an
equal basis.

The council's position that change must be gradusl and not antagonize
certain white residents of the city may be fine for those white residents,
but not for the minoritics who suffer from discrimaticni

East Lansing must act to nrotect the rights of the minoritics as well

as of the majority. :

MSU Chapter, National lssociation for
the Advancement of Colored People
MSU Friends of the Student Non-Violent
Cocrdinating Committee
Committee for Student Rights

Canterbury Club

COME TO CITY HALL AT 1 P,M. TODAY-~DEMONSTRATE FOR OPEN HOUSING




