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The 1980 faculty show is dedicated to the memory of John~deMartelly, artist-in-

residence at Michigan State University since 1943.aHt±zx0±sxi2ax0z±:sxzAzHzHt±~Rzsx 

Born in Philadelphia, he studied at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts and at 

the Carnegie Institute of Technology, continuing his studies in Florence,Italy, 

and in London. He headed the graphic arts department at the Kansas City Art 

Institute, working with Thomas Hart Benton and resigned in protest when Benton was 

f . d Moving to New Hamp h' h k b ff l · d ire. sire, e too num er o ree- ance assignments an 

contracted to produce four lithographs annually for Associated American Artists. 

For 17 years of his tenure at MSU, he served as consultant in printmaking at Cranbrook 

Academy of l rt 
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Fluent in three languages, he was conversant in literature, music, boating, fishing,..,..,-

farrning, a universal person devoted to students whether his own or others' and an 

inspiration to his colleagues. 

r 



Ho■ination for"'11,i,U. Dl1el8PIGdW Pawa ' , 
Dlatinsulabed Faculty Award 

Since joinin1 tbe staff ot the Depart■ent of Art in 1943, 

John S. deMartelly has, aa an artist-teacher durin~ the enauiog 

~ years, gained ano held the profound respect of several 

ienerat1ons of students and a steadily arowing faculty. 

A pr0111nent ■e■ber ot the Aaaociated Aaerican Artists 1roup, 

active 1n the 1930'• to proaote a public loterNt 1n the arts ot 

printmakiq, John d ... rtellJ brougbt to M.S.U. a rlcb underetandins 

of the band-proc•••• ot lltboar•pbJ, then in dan1•r of being 

euper eded by the aechaalc• of tbe oft-••t preas. In bis reaearcb 

witb bis atudenta be baa aucceecl•~ not only in preservin1 but in 

areatly extendlns tbe aediua. 81■ influence ba■ been ■uccesetullJ 

carried forth by hi• atudenta, aany of who■ occupy reepooaible 

teachio1 poaitiona 1D r .. pected-art prOSJ"•- tbrou1hout the 

United States. 

John dellartelly'a real succ .. • •• a teacher cannot, however, 

be adequately ••••Yred or deeorlbed •olelJ by bi• ability to transmit 

technical kaowledse or ai■ple &Dtbuaiaeu for procea■es. 

Of far ■or• ai1n11lcance baa been tbe influence of John 

deMartelly •• a -o; a ■an of deep ■enaibilitin, of e pathy toward 

bis fBllow■en; aware o1 change and tbe oeceasity tor change yet 

unrelentin1 in his belief in tbe 1aportance of ■aintain1Di tbe spirit 

of individualism in aen. Trained in the professional art acRde•iea 



'·• ,·t J. 

of the United States, ZD1laad aad Ital,, bl• convtctioa tbat aeriou 

art is an evolutionary and continuing process has offered a much­

needed senae of stability to bis etudents in these ti■es of too 

rapid chan1• and ■hortllved 1aaa. AB a further indication of 

John deKartelly'• dedicated aonoern •• a teacher, one can cite his 

long and aucceastul record in tbe •••nlng college progra■ giving 

direction and eacoura1eaent to adulta aeekin1 to find more dequate 

means of expreealon tor tbeir creative eaer1ies. 

On • -profea•loaaal level Jobn s. deMartellJ ha• contributed 

1reatly to the developlac taa1• of Mtcblaan State University a a 

center ot learning wher to the creative artiat aay find expre••ion 

for his energiN. In 1947 be wa■ ■elected•• one of ten outetandina 

American arti&te to paint "IU.chl1an on Canvas", a project sponaored 

by .the J. L. Rudtton Collpany with the advice of Ml adviaory comml ttee 

coaposed of proalaeot peraooagea acroa the ■ tate. 

Be waa CC>a111isatooed per■oaally by Wra. John A. Hannah to palnt 

a portrait of her father, former President Shaw~· Two portraits 

ot retired faculty ■e■bera bang in prorainent poaitiou on the ca■pus 

and a wall painting tQ8CUted on c isaion ■ay be seen at the south 

end of tbe lar~• louu1e of the Unlon Building. 

Kr. deMartell1'• record of exhibitions ia 1mpreas1ve. By 

requeat of tbe current faculty of Art, a co■plete retrospective 

exhibition of bia wor~· bmm:.acbems1e4 tor nua M'e8" ~r 

~:11 e;.p •e• Alie ••11111 ::.u;t:: *P* 1l, 191'8. Under the direction of 

Ds. Paul Love, Director of the Gallery, ••ample• of deMartelly'a 
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work wiri:;;.-. borrowed from own rs throu1hout the United states 

and brouiht together tor the tirat time . .J.ti •••il:d app11c <:, b& 
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attended the reception held to honor Mr. deMartelly. 

'l'be exhibition eublleq,uently drew a tot a 1 111 tteudance of 7,000 

persons and proved to be ao 11ucaN11tul that tbe Michigan Council 

oft.he Arte, funded by the ■tat• legi■ lature, requeated per■i •ion 

to borrow a significant pOrtioo ot the exhibition for distribution 

throughout the tat of Michi&&D under Council sponsorahip. Thia is 

the first time the Council haa honored an artist through sponaorehip 

of a ooe-■an exhibition. 


