





“We Wouldn't Have It Otheruise”

Thus did President John A. Hannah
express the willingness of Michigan
State College to stretech its facilities to
the utmost to accommodate the greatly
increased enrollment this fall. He was
speaking to the convocation for new stu-
dents at the opening of freshman week
on September 23.

President Hannah explained to the new
students that the college had never had
more than about 7,000 students at any
one time prior to the war. An all time
high of 8,000 was reached last spring.
He added that more than 10,000 were
expected to register before the close of
that week.

“We wouldn’t have it otherwise,” he
said. “There have been five years when
the education of young men has been
interfered with by the war, and now
there is that great accumulated backlog
of veterans wanting to come to college,
partially subsidized by the government.

“It was obvious last spring that we
were not going to be able to take care
of all the students who wanted to come
to Michigan State College, but we de-
cided we would take care of all the vet-
erans we could.

“Michigan State College has spent a
great deal of money and a great deal of
effort trying to do everything it could
to be ready for you, and in spite of it all
we are not 100 percent ready.”

* * *

Maybe Michigan State College was not
100 percent ready for the 10,000 expected
students on September 23.

But on September 30 Michigan State
College started its fall term class work
with 13,045 students—and, all things
considered, was doing very well.

True, everyone was not housed in nor-
mal quarters, eating was a difficult prob-
lem for nearly everyone, some classes
were held at odd hours, and teaching
staffs were working somewhat more than
overtime. But the adoption of many
emergency measures helped solve the
many problems, and whole-hearted co-
operation from all concerned made things
run much more smoothly than anyone
anticipated.

Dr. Hannah had warned that everyone
would have to put up with inconveniences
and hardships for a few weeks, but
pointed out that it was no fault of the
college. Michigan State, with 5,000 more
students than it had ever had at one time
before, was fulfilling its responsibilities
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to the people of Michigan and their chil-
dren seeking a higher education.

The Student Body

The registrar’s office on October 10
reported that 13,045 students had regis-
tered. Of this number 9,693 were men,
and 3,352 were women. Although a
definite count had not been made it was
estimated that 8,000 were veterans. The
proportion of three men to one woman
is almost the reverse of what it was at
times during the war.

The students started to register on
Wednesday, September 25, and at the
end of the first day it was obvious that
early estimates of 10,500 total were low.
Approximately 3,900 students registered
that day. The total had swelled to nearly
7,600 on Thursday and over 11,000 Friday
night. Saturday morning registrations
brought the total to 12,832. Latecomers
made the total 13,045.

Previous fall term high was in 1940
when 6,776 enrolled. Previous high for
any term was last spring when registra-
tion week saw 7,954 enrolled, although
full year short course students, registered
earlier, swell the spring term total to
more than 8,000.

Where They Live

When the war ended in August, 1945,
college officials realized it wouldn’t be
long before great numbers of students
would be seeking admission to Michigan
State. And the first and foremost prob-
lem to be met was that of housing.

In the fall of 1945 fewer than 3,000
students were housed in college-operated
housing. There were no wives or chil-
dren at that time, but it was obvious that
many returning veterans intended to
bring their families to the campus with
them when they returned to school.

At the start of the fall term this year
5,300 students lived in college housing,
in addition to nearly 600 dependents.
About 900 men and women lived in fra-
ternities and sororities. Approximately
2,000 students lived in their own homes
or with relatives. The remainder, or
nearly 5,000, are living in rented quarters
in Lansing and East Lansing. Appeals
to residents of those cities to open rooms
for student occupancy drew an excellent
response. The cooperation of home-
owners did much to alleviate the housing
shortage.

Other housing projects now under con-
struction probably will be ready for oe-
cupancy by January 1. Two former army
hospital units will house 240 men when
completed. These probably will be moved
from Jenison gymnasium, where 524 men
are now housed.

More of the 11 permanent apartment
buildings will be completed, and made
available for student families. Ten
families are now housed there. The 300
former army barracks, not occupied at
present, should be complete by January
1, providing housing for 1,148 families.

Snyder and Phillips halls for men are
expected to be completed early in the
winter. They will house more than 1,200
men. Three women’s dormitories, Elida

HELP! HELP! Textbooks Are Badly Needed!

The large enrollment at Michigan State College has created a serious text-
book shortage. The situation is serious throughout the nation, so that textbook
publishers can promise no immediate relief. Meanwhile, many students must
resort to makeshift methods to study classroom assignments in textbooks.

Maybe you as alumni have some textbooks that will help. You are urgently
requested to send ANY textbooks you may have to:

Michigan State College Book Store

Veterans Books

East Lansing, Michigan

Note: Use book rate postage. It’s cheaper. Do it now!
The books will be distributed to veterans, free of charge.
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