

















Future Leaders of Irag and Iran
Enroll at MSC for Special Training

By DON HOENSHELL, ’50

Two tiny countries, riding the crest
of a new prosperity with the discovery
of vast oil reserves under barren deserts,
are training their leaders of the future
at Michigan State College.

Iraq and Iran, nations which have
lived on the fringes of the desert wastes
for centuries, are sending 26 selected
students to the United States to learn
science and new ideas in the art of
living. Seventeen of these students had
arrived by Oct. 26 to take their places
with the more than 300 other foreign
students at MSC.

Will Learn Modern Methods

Both countries have arranged Ilush
subsidies for students here—students
who will return to their countries to lead
the rehabilitation of agriculture with
irrigation, new veterinary techniques,
and latest developments in many scien-
tific fields.

“They enroll for highly practical
courses at Michigan State,” said Dr. A.
T. Cordray, counselor for foreign stu-
dents. “They are selected by their gov-
ernments to study areas which will be
most helpful when they return.”

Outstanding Program Available

With the oil boom, the two countries
for the first time have capital to improve
their standards of living. Education was
one of the first goals, Dr. Cordray said.
Practical applications of principals that
have been denied Iraq and Iran will come
next, he said.

Government subsidies for students
from Iraq and Iran are “generous,” Dr.

MSC's Virgil Scotf
Wins Ohioana Medal

Virgil Scott, assistant professor of
English at Michigan State College, has
been awarded the 1949 Ohioana medal
for “The Hickory Stick,” his controver-
sial novel dealing with small town school
systems.

An annual award of the Martha K.
Cooper Ohioana Library Association to
the native Ohioan who has written the
outstanding novel of the year, last year’s
award went to Ben Ames Williams for
his “House Divided.”

Scott, who came to MSC in 1947 after
teaching at Ohjo State and Minnesota,
is also author of “The Dead Tree Gives
No Shelter,” written in 1947.

Cordray said. However, with a heavy
British influence in both countries, stu-
dents expect to feel the pinch of the
devaluated pound, he said.

Michigan State College has an out-
standing extra-curricular program for
foreign students, and from which the
students should gain valuable “know-
hows” of the American way of life. They
are provided American roommates, taken
on instructional visits of United States
cities and institutions, and have a club
in which members are from every nation
represented on the campus.

Death Takes Hidden Lake

Gardens Superintendent

Dr. Earl I. Wilde, 61, superintendent
of Michigan State College’s Hidden Lake
Gardens at Tipton, died Sept. 29 at
Tecumseh, following a brief illness.

Dr. Wilde was appointed to the posi-
tion of superintendent last January,
after 36 years of teaching and experi-
mental work at Pennsylvania State Col-
lege. While at Penn State, he gained
wide recognition for his studies of roses
and other ornamental plants.

As superintendent Dr. Wilde was
engaged in an extensive program of
planting, planned to make the Hidden
Lake Gardens one of the major horticul-
tural projects in southern Michigan.

Hannah Says Colleges
Face Financial Crisis

Michigan State’s Pres. John A. Hannah
told the nation’s top educators last
month that all publicly-supported col-
leges and universities face a “serious
financial crisis” that threatens to destroy
equality of educational opportunity in
the U. S.

Dr. Hannah spoke at the annual con-
vention of the Association of Land Grant
Colleges and Universities Oct. 25 on
“Nor Lose the Common Touch.” Dr.
Hannah, president of the association for
the past year, will serve as chairman of
the executive committee for the coming
year.

Students’ Fees On Increase

The crisis, he said, was dwindling
state support, which was transferring
the financial burden of college educations
to the individual college student.

“The states contributed 42.5 percent
of the total income for land-grant uni-
versities in 1945-46, but only 40.3 per-
cent last year. Meanwhile, the percent-
age of contribution from student fees in-
creased from 12.3 percent in 1945-46 to
30.4 percent last year,” Dr. Hannah said.

He added that in 20 years, state sup-
port of Michigan’s colleges had dropped
35 percent while the national decrease
was only 14 percent.

To arrest this ecrisis, Dr. Hannah
called for stricter economy measures and
strong spokesmen who will sell public-
education to the “far corners of the
nation.”

Moose and Natural Selling Selecled

At Jsle Royale o

A two-week moose-hunting expedition
to Isle Royale national park, located in
the northwest corner of Lake Superior,
was completed by members of the Michi-
gan State College museum staff in early
October.

Under the direction of Prof. Joseph W.
Stack, museum head, the expedition
bagged four moose for a museum habitat
group. Actual construction of the ex-
hibit will be done at the college, although
much research in botanical life, life-size
measurements of the animals and back-
ground was done on Isle Royale.

Moose at Numerical Peak

While on the trip, Prof. Stack came up
with some interesting observations con-
cerning the moose situation in Michigan.
He believes that Isle Royale moose have
reached their numerical peak, estimating
that “800 or less” inhabit the island.
Prof. Stack arrived at this figure through

Mudewm Erxhilit

talks with Isle Royale natives and from
data compiled from an airplane count
made by the Fish and Wildlife Service.
Prof. Stack said that evidence of over-
browsing indicates the huge animals
may have become too numerous for the
available food supply.

Will Make Habitat Group

The director and his staff will attempt
to reproduce a realistic exhibit showing
the modeled animals in their natural Isle
Royale surroundings-—“a job which may
take three years.”

To get authentic information for
details of the museum display, the hunt-
ing party included Mary Catherine
Ellsworth, museum botanist and tech-
nician; John W. Hope, artist and
museum technician; Floyd A. Trum-
power, field assistant; and Robert Bart-
lett, MSC forestry graduate.
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