



































Michigan State's All-Time All-Americans

By FRED STABLEY

Every college or university playing
first class football has a royal line of
“All-Americans” to which it pays hom-
age. One of the youngest, most virile
and rapidly-growing of these athletic
dynasties is Michigan State’s., (See
cover).

Wagner Was First All-American

It wasn’t founded until 1935, although
the Spartans, and before them the
Michigan Aggies, had been playing foot-
ball since 1896, and playing it mighty
well at times, too. Sig Wagner, the ag-
gressive Lansing guard, was the first to
hit the “big time.” Jerry DePrato, Hugh
Blacklock, Lyman Frimodig, Carp Julian
or a dozen other great old timers did not
make the select elevens simply because
they cavorted on the gridiron long be-
fore their Alma Mater met the special
set of circumstances that must exist to
produce “All-Americans.”

These circumstances, in a word, are:
An outstanding team playing a major
schedule before big crowds and blessed
with tremendous press, radio, magazine
and more recently television publicity.

By the mid-1930’s, with Charley Bach-
man’s Michigan State teams defeating
the likes of Michigan, Carnegie Tech,
Kansas, Missouri and Texas A. and M.
with regularity, the circumstances for
the first time were right.

Wagner, today a successful engineer
living in suburban Detroit, had what it
tock to attract the selectors. He was
small—about 185 pounds and 5-11 in
height—tut he was quick and hard-
hitting, a superb blocker and deadly
tackler. Moreover, he was a smart

player who rarely made mistakes. He
was tabbed by the United Press, New
York Sun and Liberty Magazine for first
team honors.

The same fall that Wagner scaled the
heights, a tall, slender kid from Mt.
Clemens, Mich., entered school. Johnny
Pingel was an unknown then, but three
years later his was one of the most
glamorous names in college sports. An
Orange Bowl appearance lent prestige,
and Pingel was given the nod by the
Associated Press and other selectors in
1933. A halfback, Pingel was a triple
threat in the richest tradition—hand-
some, lean as a whippet, a fine passer
and a superb kicker and runner. Pingel,
later a professional player and coach at
Michigan State, today is an advertising
executive in Detroit.

“All-American” circumstances broke
down after Wagner and Pingel. Spartan
teams weren’t winning enough and pub-
licity resultantly had fallen off.

Hit First “Jackpot” in 1949

In 1949, as the climax to three con-
secutive fine seasons under “Biggie”
Munn, in which Spartan teams won 19,
lost 7 and tied 2, Michigan State hit the
first of three successive “All-American”
jackpots.

Ed Bagdon and Don Mason, the mag-
nificient team of guards, and rambling
halfback Lynn Chandnois all made it.
Bagdon was named to first teams of the
United Press, Football Writers (Look
Magazine) and NEA. Bagdon also an-
nexed the Dr. John Outland trophy as
the outstanding guard or tackle in the
country. Mason scored on the Paramount
News and Football News teams. Chand-

nois clicked with Collier’s, International
News Service, United Press, Look Maga-
zine, and Sporting News.

In 1950, as a climax to yet another
fine season of eight wins and one loss,
halfback Everett “Sonny” Grandelius
and end Dorne Dibble attained the pro-
mised land. Grandelius was the powerful
running back who gained over 1,000
yvards from scrimmage, and Dibble was
the all-purpose end who sparkled both
offensively and defensively. Grandelius
made the Associated Press and Inter-
national News Service first teams, among
others, and Dibble was nominated by
Look Magazine.

Record Set in 1951

But this 1951 season was the one to
remember! The team went all the way
victoriously, nine straight wins without
defeat. A new season attendance record
for a Michigan State team was estab-
lished. The barrage of publicity was
unprecedented. The “All-American” at-
mosphere was super-perfect, and four
Spartans received the top accolades.

Don Coleman, the 178-pound wonder
player from Flint, was a unanimous
choice of selectors at a tackle post. Giant
end and captain Bob Carey made most
of the teams. Al Dorow clicked with
International News Service. Defensive
back Jim Ellis was honored by the
Players’ All-American.

Thus the Spartan royal line has
reached eleven, an appropriate number
for the game of football. Wagner! Pin-
gel! Mason! Bagdon! Chandnois! Grande-
lius! Dibble! Coleman! Carey! Dorow!
Ellis! A great lineage, of which every
Spartan follower can be proud.

free has a terrific trio in Detroit’s Clark
Scholes, NCAA dash champ; Bert Mec-
Lachlan, Denver, Colo., Big Ten middle
distance free style champ, and Hal
Shoup, Pontiac, back stroker. The team
will be tough as usual.

Wrestling: Fendley Collins lost two
Big Ten champs in George Bender and
Gene Gibbons (Gibbons was NCAA
titlist, too), but he’ll be back with a
fair team spearheaded by Orris Bender,
George’s brother, from Lakewood, Ohio.
Top newcomers are Bob Hoke, an Okla-
homa City NAAU champ last year, and
Cleveland’s Eddie Casalicchio, an NAAU
runner-up.

Track: Veteran Coach Karl Schlade-
man always has a team that is tough to
beat. This one is no exception. Watch
for Dearborn’s Dick Henson and Flint’s
Art Ingram, dashmen; hurdler John
Corbelli, Buffalo, N. Y.; and distance
runners Jim Kepford, Muskegon, Mickey
Walter, Buffalo, N, Y., and Dick Jarrett,

Oak Lawn, Ill., to shine. Ditto for shot-
putter Don Schiesswohl from Saginaw.

Gymnastics: Mel Stout is gone but
Chicago’s Bob Feldmeier is the key man
in what should be another good team un-
der George Szypula. Others to watch are
Al Hannas, Western Springs, Ill., and
John Walker, Niles, on the trampoline.

Fencing: Coach Charles Schmitter has
Lansing’s Raymond Totte, foil, Bill Pier-
son, East Lansing, and Fred Freiheit,
Charlotte, sabre, around whom to build.
The team should be at least on a par
with last year’s, which won seven of ten
dual meets.

Coed Is Olympic Hopeful

A graceful freshman coed from Michi-
gan State College has her big brown eyes
focused on Oslo, Norway, and a berth on
the U. S. Olympic figure-skating team.

Already the holder of countless awards,
19-year-old Virginia Baxter spends sev-
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eral hours every day practicing on the
ice at Demonstration Hall. Virginia has
been under the tutelage of Bill Swallen-
der of the Detroit Skating Club for the
past seven years. She also has been a
major attraction at college-sponsored ice
reviews during the past two years.

On the basis of previous awards, the
Detroit skating star was given a good
chance of copping a place on the 1952
Olympic team at tryouts in late Decem-
ber at Indianapolis.

In 1948, Virginia won the national
junior women’s figure skating title at
Colorado Springs. In 1949, she stepped
into the senior women’s competition and
placed third in the national finals. She
finished seventh in the international
competition at Paris, France, also in
1949.

In 1950, Virginia tock third in both
the North American competition held at
Philadelphia and the National senior
women’s division competition.
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