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A LETTER FROM — 

John Wilson - Rhodes Scholar 

Thousands of Spartan football fans remember John Wilson whose flashy 
defensive play at left halfback from 1949-'52 earned him a niche as one of 
M.S.C.'s all-time gridiron greats. But Johnny was more than "just a foot­
ball player." While he was making a record on the field, he was also making 
a)i unprecedented record for a football player—a record in the classroom 
that helped him win a prized Rhodes scholarship. John is now studying 
under his scholarship at Oxford University in Eyigland. In the letter below, 
he tells of his activities and adventures in a refreshing and frank account 
of life in Europe. 

Dear Editor: 
Received, your letter of the 10th and 

I appreciated all the information about 
M.S.C. It brought back such a flood 
of pleasant memories that I could almost 
hear the bells ringing in Beaumont 
Tower. Naturally, I am flattered by your 
request for an article on my impression 
of Oxford and life in England. 

Frankly, it seems like I have been 
here for years. Yet, it was only six 
months ago that I arrived at Oxford to 
take up residence on my two-year schol­
arship. The first three months seemed 
like an intellectual nightmare. It was 
not unusual to be assigned one half the 
library for morning reading, and the 
other half for the afternoon. I was not 
unlike another American who sought out 
his tutor before the term had begun and 
asked what book he could read to help 
him with his studies. "Why all the books, 
of course," replied the tutor, returning 
to his manuscript and shaking his head 
as if the answer were self-evident. 

I was delightfully surprised with my 
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English tutor, who proved to be an 
affable person named Newell Coghill. 
Incidentally, Professor Coghill will be 
distinguished visiting professor on the 
M.S.C. campus this spring term. 

I soon found that the tutorial system 
is an ideal educational device. Work is 
conducted on an adult basis with the 
tutor making assignments which allow 
the student to progress as rapidly as he 
can absorb the subject matter. The out­
standing feature of this system, of 
course, is the master-pupil relationship. 
In comparison with our lecture method, 
there is an intellectual intimacy between 
the two people involved, with the mature 
mind setting the challenge and guiding 
the progress. All in all, it is a stimulat­
ing and wonderful experience. 

Studies, under the tutorial system, 
imposed limitations on my in-term 
travel, and the first three months I was 
known as "the prisoner of Oxford," or 
"The Man in the Iron Book." No com­
plaints, mind you, as Oxford reeks with 
charm and tradition, but after three 
months, I was glad to escape to the 
delights of Paris. 

But before this break in the intellectual 
life, Prof. Coghill said: "Let me see, 
you will probably spend three days 
coming and going with perhaps a week's 
rest at Christmas time. This leaves four 
weeks of solid work! Excellent!!!" 

After a short sojourn on the continent, 
where I noted that the Follies were still 
drawing the American tourists, and the 
French were as gay as I had been led 
to believe, I was back in England fulfill­
ing my obligation to the long-departed 
Chaucer. 

The school year is divided into three 
eight-week terms, separated, very con­
veniently, by so-called vacation periods 
and what is known as "collections." This 
is a session with your tutor whereby we 
receive our vacation study program and 
are examined on our previous term's 
work. 

My fears that my previous training 
might not be up to Oxford standards 
have long since dissipated. My most 
traumatic educational experience was 
my initiation to the weekly essays which 
are expected to be original, polished, and 
incisive analyses of unfamiliar and diffi­
cult books. Since my early stumbling, 
I have become quite apt on this particular 
score. 

I hope I am not giving you the impres­
sion that all work and no play is making 
Johnny a dull boy. There is an extra-
curricula side of life here at Oxford 
and the Americans are well accepted. 
For my own part, I have earned a half 
blue letter competing on the basketball 
team, which is a minor sport here. Early 
in March we defeated Cambridge 39-30, 
which is like M.S.C. beating U. of M. 

Since the first term is over now, and 
I have had an opportunity to do a little 
traveling, I am amazed at the confidence 
in the future of both the French and 
the English. Rationing in England has 
been cut on almost everything, optimism 
prevails, and life is almost as pleasant 
as one could expect. The country is 
marvelously interesting and the food here 
is not nearly so bad as I was led to 
believe. The rooms aren't terribly cold, 
and I have survived my first rugged 
English winter. 

The students here are a congenial lot 
with most of them coming from average 
income homes. This fact surprised me 
as I had originally thought that only 
the wealthy were educated at Oxford. 

I hope that you can distill this letter 
and write a sensible article for me. Con­
vey my warmest regards to all those who 
have made it possible for me to enjoy 
this opportunity. 

Yours truly, 
John D. Wilson 



Counseling Clinics Give 

a Helping Hand to Frosh 

Hundreds of high school students will receive a helping hand this summer 
when they participate in one of M.S.C.'s counseling clinics. Each student 
receives counseling and advice designed to bridge the gap between high 
school and college. 

DO YOU REMEMBER your freshmen 
week with its experience of being left 
alone as your parents drove away? Can 
you recall your lost feeling the first days 
on the campus? 

Michigan State College has become 
increasingly aware of the problems of 
entering students. As a result, it in­
augurated, in the summer of 1949, a 
three day pre-college program to ease 
the transition of incoming freshmen 
from high school to college. 

Recent studies show that those who 
attend Counseling Clinics have made a 
better initial adjustment to college and 
have been less likely to drop out of 
school during their freshman year. 

The program has developed in size and 
scope. In 1949, three clinics were offered. 
The number has expanded to nine in 
1950, ten in 1951 and eleven in 1952, 1953, 
and 1954. Similarly the number of par­
ticipants has increased each year—225 
in 1949, 366 in 1950, 635 in 1951, 1025 
in 1952, 1225 in 1953. 

The program of Counseling Clinics 
will continue during the summer of 1954. 
The clinics provide an opportunity for 
new students to seek the aid of pro­
fessional counselors in a brief but in­
tensive approach to some of the educa­
tional and vocational problems which 
they face. 

At the clinics the prospective student 
may take educational and vocational 
tests and discuss the results with ex­
perienced counselors; meet and talk with 
members of the faculty; live in a college 
dormitory; outline fall term enrollment 
program; and become acquainted with 
other students who will be among their 
friends when they return in the fall. 

Announcements of the program will 
be sent to all high school graduates who 
have received notice of tentative admis­
sion to Michigan State College. Since 
the demand for the August and Septem­
ber clinics is extremely heavy it is desir­
able for as many as possible to plan to 
attend during June and July. 

The clinic schedule is intensive. The 
first day includes registration, meeting 

with counselors, testing, campus tour, 
luncheon and evening activities. The 
evening session features Michigan State 
College songs, discussion of factors in­
volved in Knowing Yourself, movies, and 
a social hour. 

The second day is devoted to such 
orientation activities as knowing your 
college, swimming tests, counseling in­
terviews, and meeting with school and 
department representatives. The second 
evening features informal discussions on 
dormitory living, campus organizations, 
procedures for registration (illustrated 
by slides) and recreational activities. 

On the third day the clinic program 
concludes with speech and hearing tests, 
medical examinations, counseling inter­
view's and filling out evaluation question­
naires. 

Approximately 1,500 high school stu­
dents—including about 300 from out of 

state—are scheduled to attend the clinics 
this summer. Assisting the M.S.C. staff 
will be five experienced counselors from 
high schools in Michigan. They are Bill 
Clark, Birmingham; Joe Ropele, St. Jo­
seph; Mrs. Margaret May, Grand Rapids; 
Frank Reed, Ann Arbor, and Marjorie 
Shepard, Grand Rapids. 

Each student will be assigned a coun­
selor with whom he will work closely 
throughout the clinic. During individual 
interviews, test results ai'e interpreted 
so that the student can use there esti­
mates of his strengths and weaknesses 
as a basis for planning his program. 

In addition to these tests and inter­
views, further information may be 
gathered from further testing of inter­
ests and aptitudes or from exploration 
of vocational requirements and oppor­
tunities. 

Applications for the clinics can be 
accepted only from those who have re­
ceived notice of tentative admission to 
M.S.C. Also, the application should be 
accompanied by the $8 clinic fee and the 
student's choice of dates. Housing and 
meals will be provided in a college resi­
dence hall. Costs of the clinic include 
the $8 clinic fee; $3 for room for one 
night; $2 for each additional night, and 
$3.25 for meals, per day. 

Clinic dates for the summer of 1954 
are as follows: June 22-24, June 29-
July 1, July 6-8, 13-15, 20-22, 27-29, 
August 3-5, 10-12, 17-19, 24-26 and Au­
gust 31-September 2. For further infor­
mation write to Thomas A. Goodrich, 
Coordinator of Counseling Clinics, Coun­
seling Center, Michigan State College, 
East Lansing, Michigan. 

RECOGNIZING that the start of campus life is an important transition in the 
lives of graduating high school seniors, M.S.C. began in 19^9 a program of summer 
counseling clinics. Three classifications of high school students may benefit: 
Seniors who plan to attend M.S.C. next fall; junior students who desire help with 
career and course planning, and seniors who are not planning to attend M.S.C. 
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AFFAIRS OF STATE 

Child Safety Begins 
in the Home 

ACCIDENTS are childhood's greatest 
hazard. 

And although adults carry the lion's 
share of responsibility for youngsters' 
safety, a foolproof environment and con­
stant supervision are not always pos­
sible—or even desirable. 

How then, can you promote safety 
for your child? Dr. Bernice Borgman 
of the home management and child de­
velopment department at M.S.C. has 
some suggestions to offer parents. 

Dr. Borgman is in charge of the Michi­
gan State College nursery school which 

serves as the child development labora­
tory for home economics students. 

At the nursery school, students and 
parents see how safety becomes an 
integral part of the lives of young chil­
dren. 

Dr. Borgman summarizes the nursery 
school safety techniques this way: First, 
provide a safe environment. Second, 
teach the child to use his body safely. 
And third, teach him to use equipment 
safely. Parents can use these same tech­
niques at home, maintains Dr. Borgman. 

The idea environment, of course, is 
one that is safe yet allows freedom for 
adventure and experiment. You can pro­
vide this at home by fencing in the yard 
where your child will play. 

You can further the safety situation 
by placing play equipment so that one 
activity does not interfere with another. 
For example, be sure to set the swings 
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In the February issue of the "Letter to Michigan Alumni" published for alumni 
of the University of Michigan, a photograph was reproduced showing five letters. 
These letters were said to be representative of the confusion that would result if 
the name Michigan State College was changed to Michigan State University. But 
incorrectly addressed mail now received by Michigan State College—scores of letters 
every week—suggest that the confusion in names would be no greater than is 
now the case. The letters shown above were only a few of the incorrectly addressed 
letters received by the College in one day's mail. Among some of "confused" 
addresses were: Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan; University 
of Michigan State; Michigan State Normal, East Lansing, Michigan; Michigan 
State Michigan, East Lansing, Michigan; University of Michigan, Lansing, Michi­
gan; and University of Michigan Study, East Lansing, Michigan. To top it off, one 
post card was addressed: "University of Michigan, Don't know name of town, 
Michigan." The Post Office addressed the card to East Lansing. It is obvious that 
a change of name will not create confusion that already exists. 

where they won't be dangerous to chil­
dren in other play areas. 

Things to climb on—ladders, boxes, a 
jungle gym, arrangements of planks or 
large blocks—must be steady to be safe. 
While you check to see that they are 
sturdy, check also to see that they are 
free from dangerous splinters and sharp 
edges, advises Dr. Borgman. 

You want to take safety precautions 
indoors, too. Look around your home. 
You'll agree that the beauty of a highly 
waxed floor can be foregone in order to 
eliminate the danger of its slippery 
surface. 

A safety help to children using stairs 
is a handrail placed parallel beneath the 
adult rail, says Dr. Borgman. And for 
the sake of the whole family's safety, 
stairs should be well lighted and free 
from clutter at all times. 

What about those electrical outlets? 
Wouldn't it be a good idea to cover the 
ones within your child's reach before his 
curiosity prompts him to poke a metal 
object into one? 

It's true, you know, that many acci­
dents are not accidents at all—but merely 
results of carelessness. 

If you've ever been amazed by your 
child's lack of fear, you'll realize that 
it is one of the things you'll have to deal 
with in teaching him to use his body 
properly. 

He must be warned and educated to 
some dangers by your reassuring words 
and your explanations. In this way you 
can help him to learn and to take care 
of himself. 

You may meet the greatest challenge 
to your patience in trying to teach him 
to use equipment safely. 

Better stifle the stern rebuke when he 
throws his toy truck. Instead, advises 
Dr. Borgman, take the time to explain 
that some things—like trucks, blocks and 

4 



L 

sand—just aren't meant for tossing. On 
the other hand, you can show him that 
soft balls and bean bags are fine for 
throwing—and just as much fun. 

Your child probably likes to work with 
honest tools—shovels that dig, hammers 
that pound in nails, scissors that cut 
and other workable items. 

Activities such as these require close 
supervision while he learns to use them 
with safety to himself and to others. 
Their use must be restricted to the 
proper place and manner, too. 

He'll quickly learn the safety rules: 
That the shovel is to be used in his spe­
cial "garden." That carpentry tools are 
to be used at his "child-sized" workbench 
where wood for sawing is securely 
fastened in a sturdy vise. And that scis­
sors (with blunt ends) are used when he 
is seated at a table. Also that none of 
these tools are carried when he is run­
ning about, of course. 

All such common-sense precautions 
can make home less hazardous for child­
hood, concludes Dr. Borgman. 

MSC Professors 

Leave for Brazil 
Four M.S.C. professors will serve this 

year as a team in helping to establish 
the first school of business administration 
in Brazil. 

The four will serve as consultants, 
advisers and teachers in Sao Paulo, site 
of the new school, according to Dr. H. J. 
Wyngarden, Dean of the School of Busi­
ness and Public Service. 

Two professors and their families left 
April 1 on their new assignment. They 
are Dr. Karl A. Boedecker, professor 
of business administration, and Dr. Ole 
S. Johnson, assistant professor of mar­
keting. Dr. Leonard H. Rail, professor 
of finance, and Fritz B. Harris, assistant 
professor of industrial engineering, will 
head for the Brazilian industrial city in 
June. 

The four will assist primarily in the 
areas of top management and policy, 
financial administration, marketing and 
production management. Some members 
of the team may stay longer than a year 
to develop an overlapping arrangement 
with a second M.S.C. mission, to be 
selected later in the long-range coopera­
tive project. 

Dean Wyngarden explained the school 
will begin with courses for Brazilian 
businessmen and plans call for the estab­
lishment later of undergraduate and 
graduate programs, also with M.S.C. 
help. 

Financing the new school and M.S.C.'s 
participation are the Getulio Vargas 
Foundation of Brazil, a private organiza­
tion; and the Institute for Inter-Ameri­
can Affairs, a U.S. agency. 

Faculty Publications 
Dr. Frank H. Mossman, associate pro­

fessor of transportation, is co-author of 
a new book in the transportation field, 
"Industrial Traffic Management." Pub­
lished in New York by Ronald Press 
company, the 520-page book is the work 
of Mossman and Newton Morton, assist­
ant professor of commerce at Kent State 
University. 

Dr. Irma H. Gross, head of the home 
management and child development de­
partment, is the co-author of a new 
college textbook, "Management for Mod­
ern Families," published this spring by 
Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc. 

Dr. Harry G. Brainard, associate pro­
fessor of economics, is the author of 
"International Economics and Public 
Policy," published by Henry Holt and 
Company. 

Alumni - Commencement 

Week End Schedule 
More than 1,100 alumni—last year's 

record group—will attend alumni activi­
ties during alumni-commencement week 
end, June 5, and 6 according to Starr H. 
Keesler, director of alumni relations. 

In addition to the regular five year 
reunions—highlighted by the induction 
of the Class of '04 into the Patriarchs 
and the Silver Anniversary reunion of 
the Class of '29, the Class of 1895, 1901, 
and 1914 will have dinners Friday eve­
ning, June 4. 

Class officers and chairmen are busy 

planning details, and mailings will be 
sent to all members of the reunion 
classes. 

Five year anniversary reunions will 
be held by the classes of '09, '14, '19, '24, 
'29, '34, '39, '44, and '49. The Class of 
1906 will hold a luncheon on Saturday 
noon. 

Activities for the week end include 
the traditional Water Carnival, and the 
baseball game between Michigan State 
and Western Michigan. 

Alumni Awards for Distinguished 
Service will be presented at Commence­
ment, Sunday, June 6, at 5 p.m. in 
Macklin Field. 

All alumni are cordially invited to 
attend the alumni-commencement week 
end program. 

New Married Housing 

Approved for MSC 
Construction of a million-dollar apart­

ment project for married students at 
Michigan State College has been ap­
proved by the State Board of Agricul­
ture, M.S.C.'s governing body. 

Nine buildings—containing a total of 
108 apartments—are to be completed by 
October of this year. The first three 
buildings are to be finished in 147 days. 

Construction of the nine buildings will 
bring to 12 the number of new apart­
ment dwellings for married students on 
the M.S.C. campus, and will make avail­
able a total of 144 apartments. 

More than 1,000 married students live 
on the Spartan campus annually. 

Dr. H. J. Wyngarden, Dean of the School of Business and Public Service (seated, 
left), goes over final plans with four professors who will serve as a team in Brazil. 
The four are Fritz B. Harris, Leonard H. Rail, Ole S. Johnson and Karl A. Boedecker, 
(left to right). 

5 



COVERING 
THE CLUBS 
By JOHN McGOFF, »50 

Outstanding Club Awards 
The Kent County Alumni Club joined 

forces with the county Alumnae club for 
a February meeting. More than 350 
alumni and friends turned out for the 
meeting which was held at the Pantlind 
Hotel in Grand Rapids. 

One of the highlights of the evening-
was the presentation of a banner of 
achievement to the Kent County Alumni 
Club. The club was selected as the most 
outstanding club of the type "A" group 
for 1953 and presentation was made by 
Wilbur Hart, '49, alumni advisory coun­
cil representative of district four. 

Harold Rockwell, '47, who acted as 
toastmaster, introduced the featured 
speaker, William L. Davidson, '13, M.S.C. 
fund director. Mr. Davidson discussed 
the annual Roll Call program and other 
activities of the fund office. Rose Bowl 
game movies and team travelogue were 
also shown. 

Potluck Dinner 
One of the biggest pot-luck dinners in 

a number of years was held in St. Joseph 
in February. The Berrien County Alumni 
Club, headed by Dan Mather, '13, had 
almost 175 people at its annual affair— 
and there were practically that many 
different dishes of food, with plenty for 
everybody. 

Dan Mather reported on the progress 
of the Berrien County Alumni Club direc­
tory, which the group hopes to print 
this Spring. "Returns from a club ques­
tionnaire sent to all alumni in the county 
have been exceptionally good," Mather 
reported. 

Current college activities were re­
viewed by John McGoff. The meeting 
closed with a showing of the Rose Bowl 
game film. 

Banquets 
Dearborn turned out almost 100 alumni 

for a late Winter square dance. Co-
chairman for the event were Mrs. Don 
King, '52, and Mrs. C. R. Johnson, '52. 

Morenci was the scene of Lenawee 
county's annual alumni banquet. Usually 
held in Adrian, club officers decided to 

experiment with an out-county meeting 
this time. If numbers are any indica­
tion of success, then it can be said that 
it was fully a success. Some 120 mem­
bers attended the meeting. Max Huff, 
'38, was program chairman. After a 
huge dinner in the Morenci Grange Hall 
dining room, Max adjourned the group 
to an upstairs meeting room where more 
space was available. John McGoff, '50, 
assistant alumni director, talked on cur­
rent M.S.C. activities. At the club's busi­
ness meeting, members elected Bob Ries, 
31, to the office of presidency. His term 
will begin July 1, 1954. The meeting con­
cluded with films of the Rose Bowl game 
and Parade. 

At Coldwater, some fifty alumni met 
for the club's annual dinner and the 
Rose Bowl game and Parade of Roses 
films. Norm Wise, '39, Branch County 
Alumni Club president, introduced Bob 
Toll, '49, assistant alumni director, who 
spoke on recent events at the college. 

The Mecosta-Osceola Alumni Club 
elected as its new president, Lloyd 
Atkins, '22, at its recent annual ban­
quet. Atkins, who lives in Big Rapids, 
has been active in county alumni affairs 
for a number of years. 

This year's banquet was held in Remus. 
Alumni club president, Dr. Edward 
Kowaleski, w'43, presided at the meeting 
and introduced the featured speaker, 
John McGoff of the Alumni Office staff. 
The seventy members in attendance also 
witnessed the Rose Bowl and Parade of 
Roses films. 

Clifford Lake Hotel was the scene of 
the Montcalm county alumni dinner 
meeting. Vic Beal, '28, club president, 
presided at the meeting and introduced 
Michigan State's alumni director, Starr 
Keesler. The group also saw the Rose 
Bowl films as part of the evening's pro­
gram. 

The club elected to office: Bob Ballard, 
'40, president; Milt Armstrong, '51, vice-
president; Bob Price, '46, secretary. 
Those elected to the board of directors 
were: Jim Herrick, '50, George Ranney, 
'38, and Vic Beal, '28. 

Dr. Shao Chang Lee, head of the de­
partment of Foreign Studies, was the 
featured speaker at a mid-March meet­
ing in Wyandotte. Holding its fourth 
meeting since its organization in Sep­
tember, the group heard Dr. Lee speak 

on "The Far Eastern Problem." At the 
conclusion of his talk, club members 
engaged in a lively question and answer 
period. Mike Honsowetz, '41, club presi­
dent, announced that another meeting 
would be held in the late Spring. 

Huron County Elects 
Huron county had one of its best 

meetings and turnouts in quite some time 
at a late February meeting in Bad Axe. 
Starr Keesler, '41, alumni director, 
brought the 120 alumni and guests up-
to-date on current Michigan State affairs. 
The Rose Bowl game and Tournament of 
Roses Parade films were shown. 

The following club members were 
elected to office: James Muehlenbeck, 
'30, president; Lucille Monark, '53, and 
Mrs. Douglas Phillips, '16, vice-presi­
dents; Leslie Miller, '49, secretary-
treasurer. Members elected to the board 
of directors were: Harold Greenan, '32, 
William Eick, '51, Herbert Avey, '50. 

Bowl Films Still Popular 
Another one thousand Spartan football 

fans had an opportunity to see the Green 
and White eleven trounce U.C.L.A. in 
the annual Rose Bowl classic at Pasa­
dena via the movie screen. Eight alumni 
clubs sponsored public showings in sev­
eral communities around the state during 
February and early March. Clubs spon­
soring showings were: Clare-Isabella, 
Lapeer, Lake-Mason, Oceana, Oakland, 
Hillsdale and Clinton county clubs. 

Out' of ' State 
Hannah Visits Philadelphia 

A rather spontaneous meeting of some 
twenty-five alumni was held in Phila­
delphia in March. It all started when 
members were informed that Dr. John 
Hannah would be in town for an appear­
ance on Junior Press Conference, a 
local TV show. Dr. Hannah, Michigan 
State College president and Assistant 
Secretary of Defense, accepted the club's 
dinner invitation. A quickly formed tele­
phone committee contacted alumni living 
in the Philadelphia area concerning the 
meeting. 

After dinner at the Penn-Sherwood 
Hotel, the group traveled to the studios 
of WFIL-TV for the panel discussion 
show to observe and listen to Dr. 
Hannah. At the conclusion of the tele­
vision show, alumni and friends had an 
opportunity to discuss current activities 
and developments at Michigan State 
College with Dr. Hannah. 

Among those present was Steve Sebo, 
former Spartan backfield coach now at 
the University of Pennsylvania. The 
club plans to feature Steve in a future 
program, according to Tom Ottey, '35, 
club president. 
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Western Junket 

Starr Keesler, '41, Michigan State's 
alumni director, met with several far 
western clubs in late March for Rose 
Bowl film showings and early Spring 
banquets. 

At the Sand Point Naval Station Offi­
cers Club in Seattle, well over fifty-five 
alumni and friends met for the group's 
annual dinner meeting. 

Club president, Russ Breining, '31, 
introduced Starr Keesler, who talked on 
college and alumni news. The Rose Bowl 
game and Tournament of Roses Parade 
films concluded the meeting. 

The club elected the following to office: 
Dr. George Marble, '40, president; K. B. 
Stevens, '06, vice-president; Joan Iwerks, 

Dr. John A. Hannah, President of 
Michigan State College, takes a last 
minute look at his notes prior to his 
appearance on "Junior Press Confer­
ence," originating from the studios of 
WFIL-TV, Philadelphia. President Han­
nah met with the Philadelphia Alumni 
Club during his brief visit. 

'52, secretary; John Clay, '51, treasurer. 
Those elected to the board of directors 

were: Mrs. A. J. Underhill, '03, Mrs. 
W. D. Frazer, '09, and M. A. Poncin, '32. 

And at Portland, Oregon, George 
Elonka, club president, welcomed some 
thirty-five club members to a dinner 
meeting at wrhich Starr Keesler was the 
guest speaker. 

Richard Jarvis, '49, Arthur Welch, '06, 
George Elonka, '48, and Janice Jarvis 
were elected president, vice-president, 
secretary and treasurer, respectively. 

Northern California had a good turn­
out of seventy members at Berkeley. The 
group met at the Claremont Hotel for 
its annual Spring banquet. 

Andy Knudsen, '39, club president, ex­
pressed thanks to those club members 
who aided in meeting arrangements. 

Starr Keesler spoke to the group on 

current college activities. The program 
concluded with a showing of the Rose 
Bowl game and Parade. 

In the extreme south of California, at 
San Diego, a dinner-organization meet­
ing was held. Sixty-five alumni and 
friends were on hand for the meeting. 

Program chairman, Verne Branch, 
introduced Starr Keesler, guest speaker. 

A long time friend and former Regis­
t rar at Michigan State College, Mrs. 
Elida Yakeley, was a special guest of 
the club. 

The largest turnout of the western trip 
was in the mile high city of Denver, 
Colorado. The seventy-five members at­
tending the meeting expressed their 
appreciation to Bill Peek, '48, club presi­
dent, for his fine leadership. 

Newly elected officers are: Bob Bucken-
hizer, '46, president; Ron Ailing, '40, 
vice-president; Bob Root, '43, secretary; 
Dick Muller, '50, treasurer. 

Those elected to the board of directors 
are: Lloyd Arnold, '31, Corkey Cribbs, 
'36, Don Reid, '51 and Paul Jamieson, '18. 

Keesler's last stop on his western 
junket was at Kansas City, Missouri, 
where thirty-five members met for a 
dinner meeting. 

After a talk on college and alumni 
activities and the showing of the Rose 
Bowl game and Parade, the following 
members were elected to office: William 
Nichols, '43, president; Don Hoehn, '48, 
vice-president; Mrs. Doris Milliken, '44, 
secretary; Robert Renz, '42, treasurer. 

Buffalo Awarded Banner 

For many years the Buffalo, New 
York, group has been an outstanding 
organization. This year, the club was 
recognized for its activities. 

At its March banquet meeting, Presi­
dent John A. Hannah presented the club 
with the "Outstanding Alumni Club 
Banner." In recognition for her out­
standing leadership as president of the 
Buffalo club, Mrs. Leola Reister, w'26, 
was awarded a gold " S " pin by President 
Hannah. 

Nearly 150 alumni and friends were on 
hand for the dinner meeting to hear 
President Hannah. Mr. Hannah stopped 
briefly at Buffalo on his journey north 
to Thule Air Base. 

Representing the Michigan State 
Alumni Office at the meeting was Bob 
Toll, '49, assistant alumni director. 

South Bend Meets 

In late March the South Bend, Indiana, 
M.S.C. Alumni Club met for its annual 
Spring banquet. 

Bob Toll, '49, of the Alumni Office, 
talked to the group on current affairs 
at Michigan State. Mr. Toll was intro­
duced by Bob Russell, '11, alumni club 
president. 

Future plans include a Fall meeting 
the evening prior to the Notre Dame-
Michigan State game. 

The meeting closed with a square 
dance. 

Qlee Club Tour a Success 

Despite sub-zero weather, and bus 
difficulties, the M.S.C. Men's Glee Club 
returned to campus after a highly suc­
cessful concert tour of the Upper Penin­
sula. Nearly 14,000 concert goers heard 
the group during its eleven day concert 
tour of thirteen Michigan communities. 
The 2,025 mile trip included stops at 
Shelby, Hart, Newberry, Sault Ste. 
Marie, Marquette, L'Anse, Lake Linden, 
Ontonagon, Ironwood, Crystal Falls, 

Starr Keesler, '4-1, Michigan State 
College's alumni director, met with 
alumni clubs in the far west during the 
month of March. His whirlwind trip 
took him the length of California and 
almost the breadth of the nation before 
his return to the East Lansing campus. 

Norway, Iron Mountain and Milwaukee. 
The seventeen concerts were sponsored 
by alumni clubs and high schools. 

Oakland County Plans Spring 

Banquet at the Hotel Pontiac 

May 19 is a big date in the history of 
the Oakland County M.S.C. Alumni Club. 
On that date, another gala affair is 
planned for all Michigan State Alumni 
living in Oakland/ County. 

Featured speaker for the evening will 
be Dr. Edgar L. Harden, Dean of Con­
tinuing Education at M.S.C. Dr. Harden, 
faculty representative to the Western 
Conference, will talk on the subject, 
"Michigan State's Future in the Big Ten." 

The banquet is to be held at the Hotel 
Pontiac in Pontiac, Michigan. Dinner is 
scheduled to begin at 6 p.m. 
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Pakistan speaks for the Tunisian cause . . 
Norway design 
decorated the <J 
at the United 1 
headquarters k 

while the U.S.S.R. plans its strategy 

and the British defend French colonial policy. 

Security Council Now in Session 

M.S.C.'s Little United Nations 
THE TENSION, the expectancy, the anxiety were obvious and real. The setting was a 
room in the M.S.C. Union. The occasion: a class session of Political Science 462. But in 
the minds of the class members, this was a meeting of the Security Council a t the 
United Nations. 

Political Science 462 is a course in The United Nations, and four of the term's class 
sessions are devoted to mock UN meetings. The photos on these pages were made during 
those sessions and illustrate a method of study tha t helps students gain a realistic 
understanding of UN problems and procedures. 

The Tunisian question was selected by Assistant Professor A. LeRoy Bennett for dis­
cussion at this session. I t was a question tha t had been thoroughly discussed in three 
actual UN Security Council meetings. Students were assigned to represent the various 
countries who are members of the Security Council. They had to dig into UN docu­
ments and records for every scrap of evidence showing the attitude that the countries 
they represented had taken in the actual debate. And in their debate, the student repre­
sentatives submerged their personal opinions and voiced the attitudes of the states they 
represented. 

How do the students value this teaching method? They are unanimous in their approval. 
One young man said, " I t makes the problems more real." Another commented, "I t 
stimulates class interest and develops understanding of how the UN works." The strong­
est endorsement came from a graduat ing senior who said, "This was the best learning 
device and experience tha t I have encountered in four years of college study." 

But in a more simple 
setting provided by M.S.C. 

the issues, procedures 
and atmosphere of intense 

interest are the same. 



H5 

The representative of 
France listens intently as 

the policies of her 
country in Tunisia are 

discussed. 

Norway designed and lavishly 
decorated the Security Council chamber 
at the United Nations 
headquarters in Neiv York. 

This student from Vietnam 
displays his personal 

involvement in the problems 
of subject coloyiial peoples. 

Post-mortems with Dr. Bennett, seated, 
also reflect interest 

in mock Security Coimcil session. 

Russian delegates are determined 
in their condemnation of 
"French imperialists" . . . 

. . . while an advisor provides verbal ammunition for 
delegate of the United States, as the Greek spokesman makes his plea. 
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Press Box Report on 

SPARTAN SPORTS 
By FRED STABLEY and TED EMERY 

The Ralph Young Story 
ON JULY 1, 1954, an almost legendary 

figure will pack his briefcase and quietly 
drop the reigns of the athletic director­
ship at Michigan State College after 
thirty-one years of service. For these 
many years, portly Ralph Young has 
been the recognized ambassador of "good 
will" for M.S.C. His booming voice and 
friendly greeting have become famous in 
sports circles throughout the country. 

To honor M.S.C.'s "Mr. Athletics," 
Ralph Young's friends and colleagues 
are preparing a testimonial banquet. To 
be held on May 4 in the Oldsmobile En­
gineering Auditorium, the banquet will 
pay tribute to a man who has made a 
strong imprint in Spartan development. 

Requests for tickets should be ad­
dressed to the Ralph H. Young Testi­
monial Banquet Committee, Chamber of 
Commerce Building, Lansing, Michigan. 
They are priced at $7.50 per person. 

Joined "Aggies" in '23 
In 1923, Michigan State College 

weaned Ralph away from Kalamazoo 
College where he had been coach since 
1916. Previously his coaching career 
had included a short stint at DePauw in 
1915-16 where he was football, basket­
ball and track coach. 

Young started his athletic career while 
at Crown Point, Ind., high school. He 

participated in all sports during his prep 
days and graduated in 1909, following 
this up with one year at the University 
of Chicago. It was here he participated 
under the tutelage of Amos Alonzo 
Stagg, then one of the top college coaches 
of the nation. 

After one year at the Chicago school 
Young transferred to Washington and 
Jefferson University and played three 
more years of collegiate football and led 
the entire eastern college football players 
in scoring in 1912. The "Presidents" 
played such top teams as Yale, Harvard, 
Carlisle Indians and Pittsburgh, and 
during the three years Young played 
fullback with the varsity the team lost 
but four of 31 games. 

Military Service 

Following graduation from W & J in 
1915, Young was football, basketball and 
track coach at DePauw for the 1915-16 
season, and then was taken into military 
service during World War I. It was 
while training with the Signal Corps on 
the University of Michigan campus that 
Young came to play one varsity year 
with the Wolverines under the fabulous 
Fielding H. Yost. 

It was while at Kalamazoo College in 
the early twenties that Young first made 
the acquaintance of Michigan State offi­
cials as he brought his Hornet teams to 
East Lansing to compete. 

Once he had taken over the helm at 

Michigan State's extensive athletic plant, in which Mr. Young played a great part 
in building, is shown from the air. Prominent facilities in the picture include Macklin 
Stadium, in the upper left, with the running track to the right of it; Jenison Field-
house, in the center, with the Demonstration Hall Ice Rink behind it; and Old College 
Field, in the left center. 

As an undergraduate at Washington and 
Jefferson, Young was an outstanding 
football player. Performing at a fullback 
post, he led the east in scoring in 1912. 
Here, he is shown in full playing gear 
while at W. & J. This picture furnished 
the Record courtesy of the Washington 
and Jefferson Alumni Office. 

Director Young is shown here in his 
Washington and Jefferson yearbook 
graduation picture in 1915. This picture 
furnished the Record through the cour­
tesy of the Washington and Jefferson 
Alumni Office. 

East Lansing, he was Director of Ath­
letics, Head of the Department, Profes­
sor of Physical Education, and head 
coach of all sports. During his first 
season the department included the fol­
lowing squads: varsity football, varsity 
and freshman cross country, varsity and 
freshman track, and varsity and fresh­
man basketball. In addition he was 
responsible for all other sports which 
included, at that time, baseball, wrestling, 
swimming, tennis and hockey. 



His interest in amateur athletics and 
track was manifested in his founding 
of the Central Intercollegiate Conference 
and the establishment of the NCAA 
cross country run. The late Knute 
Rockne and Conrad Jennings of Mar­
quette collaborated with Ralph on these 
activities. 

Young served as chairman of the 
NCAA Olympic Finance committee for 
the 1952 games held in Helsinki, both 
in the period prior to the games as well 
as during the competition. At the present 
time he is on the U. S. Olympic track 
and field committee for 1956. 

He also has served as a member of 
the National A.A.U. track and field com­
mittee, and for three years was chair­
man of the IC4A Records Committee. 

Builds Outstanding Track 

Young was instrumental in the build­
ing of the present Michigan State out­
door track, recognized as one of the 
nation's finest. It was built in 1937. That 
layout was built according to the advice 
and ideas of over sixty of the country's 
leading track coaches and officials. 

Michigan State's indoor track facilities 
are equally proficient. The indoor track 
is the scene each year of the Michigan 
State Relays, now regarded as one of the 
midwest's biggest relay carnival meets. 

Young took over as head track coach 
in 1924 and served in that capacity until 
1940. He developed Olympic team mem­
bers Fred Alderman, Tom Ottey and 
Ernest Crosbie. 

In addition, he developed twenty other 
athletes who gained All-American track 
selection. 

In 1938 the NCAA officially adopted 
a national cross country meet at M.S.C. 

Handling the shovels in the ground breaking ceremonies for the enlargement of 
Macklin Stadium in 19U7 are Director Young and Biggie Munn. Looking on, left 
to right, are Dr. John A. Hannah, O. J. Munson, Hugh Daugherty, LaVerne Taylor, 
Lyman Frimodig, Al Kircher and Karl McDonel. The completion of this construction 
brought the seating capacity of the stadium to its present total of 50,745. 

upon gentle but persistent prodding of 
Young. On this occasion, M.S.C. ex­
tended its full facilities, which, coupled 
with Ralph Young's reputation as a host, 
convinced the NCAA that this Meet 
should be an annual affair at East Lan­
sing. The highlight of Young's track 
endeavors was achieved when he was 
selected as associate coach to the United 
States track and field team in 1932. 

In 1952, Ralph Young served as chairman of the NCAA Olympic Finance Committee. 
He made the trip to Helsinki that year and is shown here with six Michigan State 
representatives who competed in the Games. They are, left to right, Clark Scholes, 
Adolf Weinacker, Dale Thomas, Young, Charles Spieser, Allan Kwartler and 
Warren Druetzler. 

Three years later, the NCAA Track 
Coaches' Association elected him their 
president. 

Physical Plant Expansion 

As Athletic Director, Ralph Young had 
a compelling ambition to build up the 
physical facilities of the M.S.C. athletic 
plant, and to gain admission to the 
Western Conference. From the very 
beginning, progress and hospitality were 
symbolic of Young's career in this re­
spect. Visible evidence of this progress 
is the enlarged Macklin Stadium, con­
struction of Jenison Fieldhouse, the con­
version of Demonstration Hall and the 
installation of the Ice Rink, the outdoor 
track, and practice fields for football, 
concrete dugouts for the baseball field, 
and the numerous tennis courts sur­
rounding the stadium. 

Attracts Outstanding Coaches 

In addition to the physical plant, 
Ralph had the knack of attracting young, 
intelligent coaches to the East Lansing 
campus to direct M.S.C.'s 14-sport pro­
gram in intercollegiate athletics. Year 
after year Spartan teams became famous 
throughout the nation and in 1949 the 
Western Conference extended a welcom­
ing hand to the Spartans as a full-
fledged member. 

The state of Michigan and Michigan 
State College will long be indebted to 
Ralph H. Young. 
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He Explores With a Camera 

At 28, Len Stuttman, '£9, is well on his way to an outstanding 
career as a lecturer-photographer. In the summer of 191+7 he 
accepted a job in Alaska and carried a movie camera "just to fool 
around with." Returning to the campus, he started showing his 
films to business and lecture clubs in Lansing and has since par­
layed his hobby into a well-paying career. Following is his account 
of a six-month expedition to Africa, from which he recently 
returned. 

IT WAS MAY 1953. The telephone 
rang at 2:00 a.m. in my East Lansing 
home. A voice asked me if I wanted to 
go to Africa. It took me 10 minutes to 
realize that he wasn't kidding and a 
month and a half later I was winging 
my way over the Atlantic headed for 
Liberia. I was to be the cinematographer 
for the Robt. E. Maytag Expedition in 
E. Africa. 

From Liberia I flew into the Gold 
Coast, the Belgian Congo, Uganda, and 
finally into Kenya where I met the May­
tag Expedition in Nairobi. There was 
Robert E. Maytag, sponsor of the Ex­
pedition, Harold Clover, director of film 
production, Harry Selby, famed white 
hunter oft-times immortalized by Robert 
Rouark, and a young assistant to Selby, 
John Sutton, a care-free, devil-may-care 
sort who loved to roam off the beaten 
path. 

After the rolling green touniry side 
and the semi-arid regions of the Wa-
kamba we came into the fiat scrub area 
near the Tana River. It was night when 
we reached the river. On the way we 
had seen many types of antelope and 
gazelle loom up in our spot light. We 
saw Geranuk and the aard wolf. And in 
my first 24 hours out of Nairobi I had 
seen elephant and giraffe, bush babies— 
or Galagos and monkeys. In fact we 
more or less ran the gauntlet of animals 
familiar to this particular territory. 

Finally we came into a place called 
Kikemballa consisting of one or two mud 
and tin Somali "duka's" (store), a settle­
ment of Somali and Riverene "manyat-
ta 's" (homes), and stockades for the 
cattle. We camped in a clearing that 
looked like park grounds, about a mile 
from the town, and not far from the 
river. In the morning I was awakened 
by the bleating of sheep and goats and 
the coarse rough shouts of young Somali 
herdsmen trying to direct their great 
herds of live stock from tramping thru 
the camp. 

As it was, they didn't miss by much. 
However, this was a sound that I be­
came very used to because it dominates 

this sector of the Northern Frontier. 
I looked out of the tent and in the dis­
tance you could see a long string of 
camels being led down to the river for 
their 5 to 7 day drink of water. As these 
tall willowy people appeared over the 
sand and rock horizon they would dis­
appear and reappear as they guided these 
stubborn animals thru the scrub and 
thorn trees down to the water. 

The sun rises fast and it was beating 
hot. A steady breeze blew in from the 

southwest, and would catch the flowing 
robes of these people of Islam; you could 
almost imagine that these same people 
had walked out of the pages of the Bible 
and that you were now seeing the ancient 
pastoral people of Israel. Besides being 
tall and willowy their features are deli­
cate and well molded; their walk is erect 
and graceful. Their color is black but 
their features belong to the Irish, or so 
it seems. Perhaps it's the other way 
around. 

It's out in this dry hostile country 

that the Somali live. Completely pastoral, 
eating meats, fats, milk and blood. Only 
on rare occasions will they partake the 
vegetative elements of life. They roam 
the country in constant search of graz­
ing land and water. Water, Water, 
Water, Water, WATER, WATER? That 
is the element that means life and death, 
prosperity or depression. Water is life. 
If they wanted to they could live by 
the river quite easily cultivating crops 
and would have no problems as far as 
a livelihood was concerned. 

However, to the Somali, the lowest 
depth of degredation is that of an Agri­
cultural life. This is the unspeakable 
life. It is worse than death. Why those 
that live on the river and raise crops 
are working hard and are degrading the 
blessed rights of man. And so the Somali 
lives his existence in the severest of 
environments with plenty of spare time. 
He just arises before the sun and fights 
his elements, walks his cattle 20 miles 
a day for water, wards off the leopard 
and lion, and reverently bows toward 
Mecca to thank Allah for the bountiful 
life that has been bestowed upon him. 
His greatest values are cattle, camels, 
goats, sheep and women evaluated in 
the order given. 

And so this was my introduction to 
the Northern Frontier of British East 
Africa. An almost Beau Geste-type of 
world on one hand with desert outposts, 
and legionaires. And on the other, the 
almost lush existence that the river 
affords. We spent a great majority of 
our time in the frontier photographing 
the animals, the dances, and document­
ing the country and ways and means of 
life. We had traveled into forbidden ter­
ritory—the dry, hot and challenging 
Northern Frontier. 
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News About These Alumni 

Patriarchs 
PATRIARCHS REUNION 

ALUMNI DAY, June 5 

1904 
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY REUNION 

ALUMNI DAY, June 5 

1907 
LeRoy Dorland, who brags that his diploma was 

handed to him by President Theodore Roosevelt, 
writes warmly of his pride in the Rose Bowl 
game and the Michigan State College band, which 
stopped in El Paso, Texas, enroute to Pasadena. 
Dorland, who spent many years with the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Entomology, 
and Plant Quarantine, retired eight years ago 
and makes his home in El Paso at 809 E. Yandell. 

1909 
45th ANNIVERSARY REUNION 

ALUMNI DAY, June 5 

1911 
John R. Cornwell writes from Fort Myers Beach, 

Fla : "We are looking forward to our return to 
our home on Torch Lake near Alden, Mich., 
about March 15." 

1914 
40th ANNIVERSARY REUNION 

ALUMNI DAY, June 5 
T. G. Yuncker, of DePauw University, Green-

castle, Ind., writes: "Mrs. Yuncker (Ethel Claflin, 
'15) and I returned a few weeks ago after spend­
ing several months in the Tongan Islands where 
I was carrying out botanical research. This work 
was instigated by the Bishop Museum of Honolulu 
on whose staff I am an associate botanist, and 
carried out with the support of the National 
Research Foundation and a Guggenheim Memorial 
Fellowship. Mrs. Yuncker acted as an assistant 
in the work. We enjoyed stop-overs in Samoa, 
Tahiti, Niue, Fiji, and Hawaii. I am hoping that 
we may be able to get back for the class re­
union." . . . Last fall, a Sunday edition of 
Denver's Rocky Mountain News contained an 
interesting story about James C. Johnston, pro­
duction manager for the Continental Oil Com­
pany. It traced his 34 year career from roust­
about to the executive who directs the production 
of 40,000 barrels of oil a day in an eight-state 
Rocky Mountain area, including his hobby of 
collecting Hopi Indian Katcina dolls. 

1916 
Elda Robb, director of the school of home eco­

nomics at Simmons College, represented the col­
lege at the inauguration of the graduate school 
of arts and sciences at Brandeis University in 
Boston, Jan. 15. 

1917 
George Butler, professor of conservation at 

Northern Michigan College of Education at 
Marquette, has received a certificate of merit in 
the Nash conservation awards program for 1953 
"in recognition of exceptional services to the 
cause of conservation." Nominations for the 
award winners were made by officials of con­
servation agencies, officials of non-profit conser­
vation clubs, and professional outdoor writers. 
The awards were made on decision of a com­
mittee of professional conservation writers. In 
addition to instructing conservation classes at 
Northern, for the past eight summers Mr. Butler 
has directed the Munuscong conservation labora­
tory in Chippewa county. 

By GLADYS M. FRANKS, '27 

1919 
35th ANNIVERSARY REUNION 

ALUMNI DAY, June 5 
George W. Trubey, who has been with the 

USDA since September 1919 in various places in 
the United States and Alaska, is at present an 
international inspector at the port of Detroit, 
and lives in Dearborn at 6801 Ternes avenue. 

1924 
30th ANNIVERSARY REUNION 

ALUMNI DAY, June 5 
1925 

Col. Marshall Barr is maneuver signal officer 
for Exercise Flashburn at Fort Bragg, N.C. He 
returned from Korea in November and reported 
to the maneuver from Camp Gordon, Ga. . . . 
Burton H. Belknap, transportation consultant of 
Delmar, N.Y., reports that with a life diploma 
from Ypsilanti, law degrees from Chicago, B.S. 
from State, M.A. and two and a half years of 
graduate study in rural education a t Cornell, 21 
years in New York State Education department, 
a book, The School Bus, and becoming nationally 
known in the field of school transportation, "all 
hark back to a four-hour course in auto mechan­
ics under the late Prof. Edmund C. Sauve, '11 ." 
Mr. Belknap's school bus specifications have been 
accepted as a standard, and from 750 vehicles 
and 15,500 pupils in 1929 to 6000 vehicles and 
400,000 pupils in 1950, there was not a single 
pupil permanently injured or killed while actually 
riding in a district owned bus. Maintenance and 
driver training were an integral par t of their 
program. Since retiring from the state service, 
he has continued his field work on a private basis 
and has all the work he can take on. . . . Fay 
Hyland, professor of botany at the University of 
Maine, is co-author of an air-borne pollen and 
fungus spore survey of Maine, published last 
summer. . . . Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lavis, of 318 
E. Colorado Ave., Colorado Springs, made a flying 
trip to Naples shortly before Christmas. He 
reports: "A large Italian food processing firm 
(Societa Cirio) needed my services as an agri­
cultural consultant so we spent a very unusual 
three weeks learning about farm problems on the 
other side of the world. Our hosts were most 
hospitable and appeared to be interested in my 
suggestions regarding a myriad of agricultural 
matters, so we felt very pleased with the out­
come of our long trip. We were able to return 
to the U.S.A. via western Germany where we 
visited Munich, Frankfort, Hannover, and Ein-
beck. During our Italian travels we visited 
Rome, Bologna (home of the world's oldest agri­
cultural college) and also spent a week-end on 
the Isle of Capri." 

1926 
Ferris K. Green is located in Cadillac, Mich., 

as district ranger for the U. S. Forest Service. 

1929 
SILVER ANNIVERSARY REUNION 

ALUMNI DAY, June 5 
John Hartman is plant engineer for East Texas 

Pulp and Paper Company of Evadale, and lives 
in Silsbee, Texas, at 112 Cravens Dr. 

1930 
Dr. Walter J . Peterson, head of the chemistry 

department at the School of Agriculture, North 
Carolina State College, has been named a William 
Neal Reynolds Professor of Agriculture at that 
institution. The appointment is recognized as 
the highest honor open to faculty members of 
the State College agriculture school. The endow­
ment is designed to strengthen training and re­

search programs in the various fields of agricul­
ture and to raise rural living standards in North 
Carolina. 

1931 
Rolland Lietzke, designer a t Goodyear Tire in 

Akron, and his wife, the former Lucile Otis, who 
is curator of design at the Akron Art Institute, 
have their porcelain work-shop at their home on 
Saxe Road, R. 1, Mogadore, Ohio. Shown ex­
tensively in national and international exhibitions, 
the exquisite craftsmanship and originality of 
design have earned for Lietzke Porcelains a posi­
tion among the finest hand-crafted objects being 
produced in the world today, and they may be 
found in several museum ceramic collections. 

1932 
Fred W. Wagenvoord, former manager of sta­

tions WJIM in Lansing and WKBZ in Muske­
gon, has been named executive vice president of 
General-Times Television Corporation in Hart­
ford, Conn. 

1934 
20th ANNIVERSARY REUNION 

ALUMNI DAY, June 5 
Maurice Day is assistant director of Armour 

Research Foundation of Illinois, with offices at 
10 W. 35th St., Chicago. . . . Hertha Horinga 
gives her new address a t 112 Edgewood Terrace, 
Lafayette, La., and reports that this is azalea 
season there. 

1935 
Dr. Stephen Lange has his veterinary office at 

19315 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana, Calif., while he 
and Mrs. Lange (Rhoda Carr, '36) and their four 
children live in Reseda at 6204 Reseda Blvd. . . . 
James H. Quello, director of public relations 
and promotion for station WJR, has been elected 
president of the Detroit Housing commission. 
Appointed to the five-man commission in 1951, 
he is also a member of the state board of 
trustees of the Michigan veterans' trust fund and 
state public relations chairman for the VFW. 
He and Mrs. Quello (Mary Butler, '36) and their 
two sons, live at 954 Berkshire Rd., Grosse Pointe 
Park. 

1937 
Glen Ken Knight, who received his M.S. with 

the class and his Ph.D. in 1939, will represent 
the College at the inauguration of Robert Stan­
ley Lambert as president of Berry Schools, April 
9. Dr. KenKnight is plant pathologist a t the 
U.S. Hort Field Laboratory at Fort Valley, Ga. 
. . . Harry C. Willis was promoted to Commander 
in the Civil Engineer Corps of the Navy in 
July 1953, and is now stationed in the Bureau 
of Yards and Docks, U. S. Navy Department, in 
Washington, D.C. He makes his home at 2414 
Elm St., Falls Church, Va. 

1939 
15th ANNIVERSARY REUNION 

ALUMNI DAY, June 5 
Dr. Edwin G. Balle terminated his interest in 

the West Pico Hospital for Animals in Los An­
geles on March 1 and began a two-year holiday 
in Europe. He plans to make Rome his head­
quarters and hopes to see any M.S.C. alumni in 
that area. A more definite address will appear 
in forthcoming RECORDS. . . . Harold Ruther­
ford is service manager for Ozark Tractor & 
Implement in Springfield, Mo., where he lives 
at 2305 Roanoke. . . . R. L. Weeks, who has been 
at Esso Petroleum's Fawley refinery in Southamp­
ton, will leave England April 2, and may tempor­
arily be reached in care of Joseph West, 955 
Grandview, Union, N.J. 

1940 
Robert W. Fichtel has been named super­

intendent of production planning at United States 
Steel's Homestead District Works in Pittsburgh. 
He joined USS in 1941 and before the latest assign­
ment has been assistant plant industrial engineer. 
He lives in Pittsburgh at 4449 E. Barlind Dr. . . . 
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Spartan Personality 

j*"^k 

Otto E. Sovereign 

Otto E. Sovereign, '02, has been vice-
president, treasurer and general manager 
of Aladdin Company of Bay City, Michi­
gan, for 45 years. 

Mr. Sovereign and his brother started 
the Aladdin company in 1906. This com­
pany manufactured and shipped the 
world's first completely readi-cut home. 
Founded on the idea that homes could 
be sold by mail, the company has flour­
ished through the years as the idea has 
gained in popularity. 

Always interested in civic and public 
affairs, Mr. Sovereign has served as 
State Chairman of the Red Cross Roll 
Call, was chairman of fund raising for 
the M.S.C. drive for the Union Building, 
is a past-president of the Bay City Board 
of Commerce and the Bay City Rotary 
Club. 

Mr. Sovereign's autobiography, Fifty 
Million Dollars on a Shoestring, includes 
this comment: 
"1898—Entered Michigan Agricultural 

College (now Mich. State) 
"1899—Sent home in sophomore year 

for dropping a paper bag filled 
with water on President Snyder's 
head (meant for a Freshman)." 

Dr. A. Leiand Forrest, who received his M.A. with 
the class, has been named chancellor of Nebraska 
Wesleyan University in Lincoln. Dean of the 
College since 1951, he had previously taught at 
Anderson College and at Taylor University, both 
in Indiana ; and in 1945 served as chaplain and 
counselor for the Los Angeles County Juvenile 
authority. He received his A.B. from Abilene 
Christian College in 1933 and his Ph.D. in reli­
gious education from the University of Southern 
California in 1948. He has done additional gradu­
ate work in the Ball State-Indiana University 
cooperative program and at Chicago University. 
Dr. Forrest has written widely for journals de­
voted to higher education, principally in the field 
of college administration. He has contributed 
regularly to youth journals, has authored four 
Sunday School Quarterlies for youth and has pub­
lished a book on youth organization in the church. 
He will assume the Wesleyan chancellorship 
June 1, and will be the twelfth person to hold 
that high post. . . . Mr. and Mrs. William V. 
Maring of Samoa, Calif., announce the birth of 
their fourth child and first son, Alan Conrad, 
Jan. 8. . . . Robert and Shirley Levinson Mercer 
and their three boys are living at 6111 S. King's 
road, Los Angeles, and Dr. Mercer owns the 
Airport Cities Animal hospital in Inglewood. . . . 
Robert F. Nash is employed at Jervis Corpora­
tion in Grandville. Mich., as project engineer 
working in liaison with the Navy and in develop­
ment of appliance hardware. He and Mrs. Nash 
and their four children live in Grandville at 117 
Elwood S.W. . . . Major Barry Ryan has re­
turned from service in Korea and is attending 
Command and General Staff School, living in 
Leavenworth, Kansas, at 832 Spruce. 

1941 
At the recent gathering of movie and television 

celebrities in the Hollywood Palladium, one of 
the coveted "Emmy" awards for the best chil­
dren's program went to John Rovick for his 
"Sheriff John" show from KTTV, Los Angeles. 
To an ovation from the crowd of 1300 radio, tele­
vision and movie stars, "Sheriff John" received 

his award from Jack Bailey of "Queen for a 
Day" fame. The award is presented annually by 
the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences. 
John will be remembered for his work on WKAR 
and his vocal renditions with the Art Holland 
band. He and Mrs. Rovick and their two daugh­
ters live a t 5713 Willis, VanNuys, Calif. . . . 
As USAF liaison officer with the Army Map 
Service in Washington, D.C., Major John E. 
Smith lives at 1231 Clagett Dr., Rockville, Md 
. . . Barbara Stoppert Burns (Mrs. James) lives 
at 25 West 16th St., New York City where she 
is book reviewer for Methodist Publishing House. 
. . . A daughter, Susan, was born Jan. 27 to 
Thomas and Charlotte (Boylan, '42) Zerbe, of 
R. 2, Box 248, Appleton, Wis. They also have 
two sons, James and Ralph, and a daughter, 
Marianne. 

1942 
J. Robert Dawson has announced the opening of 

his public relations and advertising firm with 
offices in Ypsilanti, Mich., where he and Mrs. Daw­
son (Clarice Carr) and their two sons live at 
212 Elm St. Former director of public relations 
for Kaiser Motors, Bob will specialize in institu­
tional and industrial public relations and advertis­
ing counseling. . . . Major Charles T. Foo may be 
reached at Hq. MAAG, Formosa, APO 63, San 
Francisco. . . . Alvin Johnson is assistant man­
ager for Sears. Roebuck & Co.. in Aurora, 111. 
. . . George Saunderson is engineer for Shell 
Chemical Corp., Wilmington, Calif. . . . Harris 
O. Wood has been named chief engineer of Phil-
co's television division with offices in Philadelphia. 
During World War II he achieved an outstanding 
record at Philco in the design of radar and elec­
tronic equipment for the government, and has 
been in charge of the company's television receiver 
design since 1951. 

1944 
ICth ANNIVERSARY REUNION 

ALUMNI DAY, June 5 
Don and Ann (Curtis, '46) Briggeman and 

their family are living at 504 E. Elm, Waseca, 

Minn., where he heads the field department for 
Bird's Eye Frozen Foods in the Minneapolis area. 
. . . Jean Frater Allison Ruksas and her husband, 
Raymond, and daughter, Maren, are living at 
5617 N. 10th Ave., Phoenix, Ariz. He is sales 
representative for Libby. McNeil & Libby, and 
six months out of the year Jean is private secre­
tary to the deputy Registrar of Contractors. . . . 
Bertha Heck Crane and her Flying Farmer hus­
band, Dean, and their four boys, are living at 
R. 4, Box 111, Lansing. . . . Berdena Kirchner 
and Herbert J. Greenberg (Stanford, '49) were 
married last Sept. 23. and are living at 2351 
Jackson, San Francisco. She is secretary in the 
cancer research institute of the University of 
California's medical school. . . . Kathleen Shields 
Shopa and her daughter Stephanie left the States 
last July to join Major Michael Shopa at Head­
quarters. Far Eastern Air Forces in Tokyo. They 
receive their mail on APO 925 out of San Fran­
cisco. . . . Commander John William Shong may 
be reached at NASF All-Wea-Tra-Pac, Barber's 
Point. Hawaii. 

1945 
Franklin Gregg Jr., who has his CPA offices 

in the Goodspeed Bldg., East Lansing, has an­
nounced his partnership with Joseph P . Mleko 
and the opening of a branch office in Lansing. 
Mr. Gregg is a member of several professional 
accounting organizations, both the junior and 
senior Chambers of Commerce, East Lansing 
Kiwanis club and Peoples church. . . . "What 
a thrill was mine tonight to hear the Armed 
Forces rebroadcast of the Rose Bowl game out 
here far, far removed from civilization," writes 
Lois Sheridan from Kamabai via Makeni, Sierra 
Leone, West Africa. She continues: "Our radio 
reception is not too good but was unusually good 
for the broadcast tonight. My congratulations 
to Biggie Munn and the 1953 football team. I am 
with the American Wesleyan Mission here in 
Sierra Leone teaching domestic science in our 
girls school and serving as school and community 
nurse. A big job but one I wouldn't trade for 
anything. The biggest thrill of a lifetime comes 
by trekking back into a bush village1—perhaps 
the first white person ever seen in the area— 
and then to minister to their physical needs, to 
give an aspirin for pain to people who have never 
had such before, and to minister to their spiritual 
needs, to tell them about Jesus Christ who came 
to be their Savior. My station is 160 miles north 
and east of Freetown, almost to the French bor­
der, the end of the motor road." 

1946 
Mr. and Mrs. Shelton W. Barnett. (Constance 

Helmer) of 312 Pond Ave., Harrisburg. Pa., 
announce the birth of Susan Lynne Jan. 18. 

1947 
George and Ruth (Leonard, '44) Killmaster and 

their daughter Karen are living at 411 S. Wood 
St., Chesaning, Mich. He is affiliated with the 
Saginaw agency of the Equitable Life Assurance 
Society and a member of the Million Dollar 
Round Table. . . . Edna A. Sargent has completed 
a three year tour of duty with the Army and 
returned to her home in Mayfield, Mich. . . . 
Dr. Philip Woods is a biologist in Columbia Uni­
versity's zoology department, and lives at 960B 
Banta Place, Ridgefield. N.J. 

1948 
Vernon Dodson has established his practice of 

medicine in Detroit with offices at 970 Fisher 
Bldg. . . . George Horton is research engineer 
for Ternstedt division of General Motors and 
lives in Detroit at 7620 Chatham. . . . Edward 
Poloskey is sales manager for Hotel Delmonico, 
Park Avenue at 59th St., New York City. . . . 
John and Shirley (Schmitt, '47) Stevens announce 
the birth of their fourth child and second daugh­
ter, Susan Elizabeth, Feb. 11. They are living 
at 3660 Knollwood Dr., North Chattanooga, Tenn., 
where John is field superintendent with duPont 
construction. . . . Bruce and Eileen Timmer 
Wortley and their soon-to-be-a-year-old Russell 
Bruce, have moved into their new home at 670 
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Glenwood, Ypsilanti. . . . Rollie and Caryl 
(Rundquist, '51) Young are living at 732 E Ave., 
Coronado, Calif., where Rollie is instructing jet 
instrument flying at North Island Naval Air 
Station. 

1949 
5th ANNIVERSARY REUNION 

ALUMNI DAY, June 5 
Lawrence and Mary (Drew, '48) Arnett of 

26510 Avondale, Inkster, Mich., announce the 
birth of their son, Roger Drew, Jan. 8. . . . 
Robert F. Balch, technical associate at the Insti­
tute of Paper Chemistry in Appleton, Wis., repre­
sented the college at the inauguration of Dr. 
Douglas M. Knight at Lawrence College. . . . 
Helen Garow, secretary to the U. S. naval attache 
in Rome, had a grand reunion last fall with her 
former roommate, Dorothy Buhr. '51. Dottie, 
buyer for a Buffalo store, Joan Frederick, '49, 
home economist, and Lou Soderstrom, w'51, assist­
ant buyer for J. L. Hudson Company of Detroit, 
made a brief European trip which included Rome, 
and the four put in many hours visiting and 
sightseeing. Helen spent Christmas in the Holy 
Land, visiting the old walled city of Jerusalem, 
Bethany, Jericho, Bethlehem, Haifa, and other 
points of biblical significance. . . . William G. 
Jenkins has opened offices in Lansing at 106% 
N. Washington Ave., for the general practice cf 
law. . . . Lionel Johnson is located in Ozark, 
Ark., as assistant district ranger for the U. S. 
Forest Service. . . . Lynn Marie was born Jan. 
21 to Thomas and Jane (Lippert, '47) Lucas, of 
1037 Columbia Dr., Alexandria, Va. . . . John and 
Patricia (Rockwell, w'43) Miller, of 354 Adams 
Court, Ferndale, Mich., announce the birth of 
their daughter, Michele, Oct. 27. . . . Herbert 
E. Pifer, executive secretary for the YMCA ft 
Kansas State College. Manhattan, and his wife, 
announce the birth of their third son, Steven 
Thomas, Dec. 26. . . . Dr. and Mrs. Dean F. 
Saxton announce the birth of Martha Lucile, 
Jan. 9. They are living in Sells, Ariz., where 
they are missionary translators to Papago In­
dians. . . . The Conservative Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society of Chicago has appointed Dwight 
and Barbara Acre Slater medical missionaries 
to the Belgian Congo. Dr. Slater has his M.D. 
from Wayne University and Mrs. Slater is a 
graduate of the E. W. Sparrow Hospital School 
of Nursing in Lansing. . . . Robert L. Stearns Jr. 
and his wife and daughter are living at 1 Thorn-
ridge Way, Levittown, Pa., while he is a re­
write man for the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, 
the world's largest evening newspaper. . . . Mr. 
and Mrs. John Wells announce the birth of their 
second daughter, Feb. 15. They are living at 
201 S. Oliver, Alpena, where he manages the 
Family Loan Company. . . . Paul York is city 
manager of Rockford, Mich., where he and Mrs. 
York (Lillian Barns) live at 155 Courtland. 

1950 
Lt. David Anderson, of Iron Mountain, Mich., 

recently arrived on Okinawa where he is with 
the 98th M.P.Bn., Co. B. . . . Steve Camfield is 
assistant to the superintendent of Admiral Farra-
gut Academy, Boca Ciega Bay, St. Petersburg, 
Fla. . . . Albert John Jr. was born Jan. 24 
to Lt. Albert and Kathryn DeVane Grazioli of 
Quarters 46-B Old Tripler Area, Fort Shafter, 
Hawaii. The announcement was cleverly made 
in the form of a military police offense report, 
citing the young civilian for "creating a disturb­
ance by yelling unintelligibly, and creating a 
fray by kicking and hitting Medical Officer in 
Command." . . . Carl and Jan (Hamill. '49) 
Gruener and their son Mark Joseph are living 
at R. 2, Box 347, Beaumont, Texas, where Carl 
is game management agent for the Fish and 
Wildlife Service, U. S. Department of Interior. 
. . . Mr. and Mrs. Rupert McGinn Jr. announce 
the birth of their son, Daniel Rupert, Jan. 30. 
They are living at 611 Hogan St. S.W., Grand 
Rapids, where Rupert is project engineer for 
the city. . . . Norman Sparks and his wife and 
son Michael are residing at 1130 E. Michigan in 
Jackson, where Mr. Sparks is county beat reporter 

for the Jackson Citizen Patriot. . . . Rudolph B. 
Willig is located at 1710 Vermont St. N.E., Albu­
querque, N.M., as representative for Marsh Wall 
Products Inc. of Dover, Ohio. . . . Edward F. 
Wilzer is on the sales staff of Wyeth Labora­
tories, Philadelphia pharmaceutical concern. His 
headquarters are in Jackson, Mich., and he lives 
in Williamston at 1308 James St. 

1951 
Landlord for the Big Four Foreign Ministers' 

Conference in West Berlin was Lt. William D. 
Hourihan, of 2451 N. Park St., Tucson, Ariz. As 
Berlin Command Custodial officer, Lt. Hourihan 
is responsible for more than six million dollars 
worth of Army-operated property in Berlin, includ­
ing the Allied Control Authority building which 
housed the talks during their first week. He has 
been in Berlin since last August. . . . Leonard and 
Beverly Jones Blouin, of 405 Benham, Richland, 

Tom, Dick, and Harry, sons of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Murray of 3810 Gray ton, 
Detroit, graduated in consecutive years 
from Michigan State College—Dick, 'J^9, 
Harry, '50, and Tom, '51. 

Wash., announce the birth of Jill Adrienne, 
Jan. 13. . . . James Corbit is employed at Willys 
Motors Inc., in Dowagiac, Mich., where he lives 
at Sister Lakes. . . . Jack Gregg, of 307 South St., 
Cassopolis, Mich., is assistant engineer at Bendix 
Products Division in Mishawaka, Ind. . . . Nelle 
M. Hyatt, YNSC in the WAVES, has been trans­
ferred from Arlington, Va., to the U. S. Naval 
Air Station in Glenview, 111. . . . James King, 
who is located in LaPorte, Ind., as salesman 
for the Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing 
Company, has been awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal for meritorious achievement in Korea on 
July 17 and 18, 1953. . . . Rodney C. Mercker 
has been promoted to the rank of Lt. (jg) while 
serving with the staff of Commander Amphibious 
Group Three. . . . Dr. I. A. Patel, who received 
his M.S. with the class and his Ph.D. in 1953, is 
a chemical engineer with Burndept Ltd. in Scot­
land, "studying the fundamental problems asso­
ciated with manganese dioxide, and the plant 
itself." His address is St. Andrews House, Bre­
chin, Angus, Scotland. . . . James E. Robinette 
has been cited for meritorious service in the 
Korean Communications Zone, adjutant general 
section, from March to December, 1953. 

1952 
Laronna M. Fisher is home service advisor for 

the Detroit Edison Company, and lives in Detroit 
at 14368 Glastonbury Rd. . . . Rosalie From is 
therapeutic dietitian at Bronson Hospital in 
Kalamazoo, Mich., where she lives at 101 W. 
Dutton. . . . Alfred Villaire is working for the 
University of California radiation laboratory at 
Livermore, and with Mrs. Villaire and their 
new-since-last-August, Jan, lives at 1937 Lucille 
Lane, Pleasant Hill, Calif. . . . Mr. and Mrs. 

Stuart M. King (Jean Wardwell) of 2418 Creston 
Place, Lansing, announce the birth of twin daugh­
ters, Karen Lee and Cheryl Ann, Dec. 29. . . . 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Zuhl Jr. and their year old 
son, Michael Allen, are living at 396 N. Elm, 
Hagerstown, Ind., where Fred is employed at 
Perfect Circle. . . . Serving with the Army in 
Korea are Robert Guyot, Robert Hoekstra, Allen 
Leweke, Lawrence Perry, Robert Reed, and Don 
Stribley, while Ensign Robert Southwell is aboard 
the USS Princeton, CVS-37, out of San Fran­
cisco. Stationed in the States are Eugene Bono-
figlo at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.; Frank Kapral 
at Fort Sam Houston, Texas ; Jack Oberle at Red­
stone Arsenal, Ala. ; and John Peterson at Camp 
Carson, Colo. 

1953 
Lt. Donald Burgh has completed his basic train­

ing at the Marine Corps School at Great Lakes 
and has been assigned to Camp LeJeune, N.C. ; 
Martin Agress, Don Kirchner, William Patterson, 
Ernest Southworth, and Edmund White are serv­
ing in the U. S. Air Force; and in the Army are 
Donald Baker, Richard Blanchard, Robert Clark, 
Peter Carroll, Ransom Cope, William Foust, 
Thomas Hickey, John Hofstetter, James Howard, 
John Hueni, Waldo Hughart, Wilbur Johnson, 
William Kirkpatrick, Norman Knudson, William 
Lavery. Lamar Luce, Donald Partenfelder, Eugene 
Rhodes, Thomas Ryan, Ruben Shehigian, James 
Strahle, and Fred Weeks. . . . A. J. Bergers 
and Howard Cogan are newspaper reporters. 
Berger with the Hillsdale Daily News and Coga.i 
with Mt. Pleasant Times-News. . . . Engagod 
in television work are Kay Eyde at the college 
station WKAR, Chauncey Burke with Lans'ng 
Broadcasting Co., and Wesley Lambert with 
KACY in St. Louis, Mo. . . . Dickering with 
chemicals are Homer Arthurs with duPont in 
Niagara Falls, N,Y., H. D. Ballard with Sinclair 
in Harvey, 111., Stanley Carlyon and Frank Cassia 
with Standard Oil in Whiting, Ind., and Arthur 
Miller with Standard Oil in Cleveland, Ohio. . . 
Marilyn Kiefer, Hans Haugard, Herbert Hadley 
and Betty Zane are in extension work, Marilyn 
as home demonstration agent in L'Anse, Mich., 
Haugard as assistant agricultural agent in Pon-
tiac, Hadley, county agent in Lima, Ohio, and 
Betty at the University of Hawaii. . . . Putting 
their engineering training to work are Louis 
Bachinski with Albion (Mich.) Malleable Iron; 
Floyd Martin with Holt (Mich.) Products Co.; 
Stephen Fancsy with National Radiator in Wind­
sor, Ontario ; James Aldrich with Whirlpool Corp. 
in St. Joseph, Mich.; Louis Bromley in Detroit 
with Carboloy; John Marsh with Kalamazoo 
Vegetable Parchment in Parchment, Mich.; Rob­
ert Howell with the State Highway Dept. in 
Lansing; Ronald Salmon with Giffels and Valet 
in Detroit; Robert Wilkinson with Ford Motor 
in Birmingham, Mich.; Jack Arnold with Olds-
mobile in Lansing; George Ficken with Pratt & 
Whitney in East Hartford, Conn. ; Charles Pea­
cock in Woodridge, N.J., with Wright Aero; 
Eugene Hatcher with Vaughan Aircraft in Santa 
Monica, Calif.; Harold Jentzen with the city of 
Flint engineering department; and Dominik 
Schuler with Hoffman-laRoche Ltd., Basel, Switz­
erland. . . . William Browne is a trainee with 
Herpolsheimer's in Grand Rapids, Joseph Dough­
erty with General Telephone in Santa Monica, 
Calif., David Jolliffe with Standard Oil in Detroit, 
Joseph Mallison with Colonial Stores Inc. in 
Atlanta, Ga., Kenneth Mohr with General Elec­
tric Credit Corp. in Grand Rapids, Cecil Morris 
with Michigan Bell in Grand Rapids, William 
Renaud with J. L. Hudson Co. in Detroit, and 
Kenneth Stanick with Pontiac Motors in Flint. 
. . . Several of the class are engaged in sales 
work: Joan Mason and Anita Reid at Carson Pirie 
Scott's in Chicago, Irene Varbedian with B Siegel 
in Detroit, Theodore Bowman with Grand Rapids 
(Mich.) Hardware, Marian Davis with Beltone 
Hearing Aid in Mobile, Ala., Donald Goff with 
National Cash Register in Detroit, Raymond Vogt 
with International Business Machines in Dear­
born, Gordon Petherick with The Texas Company 
in Milwaukee, Paul Marsh with Gib Bergstrom 
in Highland Park, Mich., and Richard Allen with 
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WCAR in Pontiac. . . . Howard Bliss, Sally 
Scmmers Collins, Herbert David, Hugh Gait, David 
Kingston, and Oscar Taboada are taking graduate 
work at State, Clarence Chesnutt at Oregan State 
at Corvallis, while Wallace Friedberg is a post 
doctorate fellow at Indiana University in Bloom-
ington. . . . On the teaching staff at M.S.C. are 
Mary Carlson, Wade McCall, Margaret MacDougall, 
and Robert Maddex. Nathan Nichols is physics 
professor at Alma College and L. Morris McCIure 
directs student teaching at Western Michigan 
College of Education in Kalamazoo. Irvin Wofford 
is assistant agronomist at the agricultural experi­
ment station at the University of Florida in 
Gainesville; Stanley Leland is at the University 
of Kentucky in Lexington; Robert Green at 
Louisiana State University at Baton Rouge; 
Margaret Thorleifson at the University of North 
Dakota at Grand Forks; and Vernon Baker is 
at Virginia Polytechnic Institute at Blacksburg. 
Robert Dangl teaches at James Couzens school 
in Bath; Charlene Kent Brelsford at Milan High 
school; Thomas Fagan at Charlotte High school ; 
Eloise Soule Nielsen is visiting teacher in Lan­
sing, while Robert Walker and Elizabeth Jones 
teach at Eastern High and Kalamazoo Street, 
respectively ; Marge Ewert is homemaking teacher 
at Central High in Kalamazoo; Irving Kidd 
teaches in the public schools in Mt. Pleasant; 
and Haroldene Seneker is at Whittier School in 
Flint. . . . Duane Brush, Donald Ruterbusch, and 
Gaylord Yund are engaged in insurance work—• 
Brush with Commonwealth Casualty in Detroit, 
Ruterbusch with Sun Life in Bay City, and Yund 
with New York Life in Lansing. . . . John Kinch 
and James Sanderson are auditors at Fisher Body 
in Lansing. Gene Snedeker with Consumers Power 
in Jackson, Charles Sampsell an accountant with 
Ernst & Ernst in Kalamazoo, Donald Petersen 
with Seidman and Seidman in Grand Rapids, 
Duane Bannister with Arthur Young & Co. in 
Chicago, and Charles Roy is assistant auditor for 
Price Waterhouse & Co. in Milwaukee. 

Deaths 
WILBUR FISK HOYT, '83, family physician 

in Paw Paw, Mich., for 55 years, died in that 
city, March 17. He received his M.D. in 1885 
from Starling Medical College, Ohio State Uni­
versity, and was resident physician at St. Francis 
Hospital in Columbus for one year. He started 
his practice in Grand Rapids, moving to Paw Paw 
five years later. He served that community con­
tinuously, with the exception of one year at the 
Samaritan Hospital in London, England, and a 
recognition banquet was held in his honor in 
1951. 

FRED HEBARD HILLMAN, '88, noted botanist 
and seed expert, died at his home in Washington, 
D.C., Feb. 8. Mr. Hillman was on the teaching 
staff at Michigan State College and Nevada State 
University before joining the USDA Seed Labora­
tory in 1901 where he remained until his retire­
ment in 1933. He was a member of the Inter­
national Seed Testing Association and a delegate 
to the association's sixth congress in 1931 in 
Wangeningen, Holland. A past president of the 
Association of Official Seed Analysts in North 
America, Mr. Hillman was author of more than 
50 seed publications, many of which are in world­
wide use. He is survived by his wife, son, and 
three daughters. 

NATHAN P. HULL, w'89, D.Agr. (Hon.) 1948, 
long-time active in dairy, banking and financial 
affairs, died in a Lansing hospital, March 3. 
Former master of the Michigan State Grange 
and head of the Michigan Milk Producers associa­
tion for more than 20 years, Mr. Hull had been 
vice president of the American Annuity Savings 
association for the last few years. He had served 
as director of the regional agricultural credit 
committee of the Federal Reconstruction Finance 
corporation, the Central Trust Company, and the 
American State Bank in Lansing. 

WILLIAM FRANKLIN WIGHT, '94, former 
botanist and peach breeder for the United States 
Department of Agriculture, died Feb. 1 in Escon-

dido, Calif. Mr. Wight introduced several varie­
ties of peaches which ripened in succession, enab­
ling factories to work over a longer season and 
cutting the unit cost of the product. While sta­
tioned in Washington he became widely known for 
his outstanding work in peach and plum research. 
In 1919 he was transferred to California where 
his work in cooperation with Leland Stanford 
University improved the breeding of peaches for 
canning. Since his retirement in 1940 he had 
operated his California farm. 

WILLIAM JOHN MERKEL, '98, for many 
years associated with the Schroeder Lumber and 
Timber Products Company in Wisconsin and 
British Columbia, died in Portland, Ore., Feb. 22. 
In charge of timber and logging operations for 
the company in Wisconsin, California, and other 
areas, he later served as general manager and 
vice president of the company's operations in 
Milwaukee and Revelstoke, British Columbia. He 
had made his home in Portland, Ore., the past 
15 years. His son, George L. Merkel, '33, and 
two daughters survive. 

HARRY JERAULD WESTCOTT, w'00, who re­
tired in 1946 after serving 30 years in the account­
ing department of the Manhattan Rubber Manu­
facturing division in Passaic, N.J., died Aug. 10, 
1953, at his home in Chepachet, Rhode Island. 
He was active in Masonic orders and at one 
time served as business manager of the Raymond 
Riordan School for Boys in Highland, N.Y. His 
wife and son survive. 

MARSHALL RANSOM ALLEN, '08, general 
manager of the Lake Shore Sugar Company of 
Detroit, died Feb. 22 in Highland Park, Connected 
with the sugar industry all his working life, Mr. 
Allen had been associated with the Michigan Sugar 
Company in Alma and Saginaw, the Holland-
St. Louis Sugar company in Holland, and the 
Great Lakes Sugar company in Findlay, Ohio. 
A 32nd degree Mason, Mr. Allen was a member 
of Alma Lodge No. 244, F. & A. M., and a 
member of the Bay City Consistory. He is sur­
vived by his wife and three daughters ; his mother, 
four sisters and two brothers, among whom are 
Florence Allen Sluyter, w'14, and Lester J., '23. 

OSCAR ROBERT MILLER, w'15, Saginaw in­
dustrialist and one of State's all-time athletic 
greats, died Dec. 23 in a Saginaw hospital. 
Better known as "Dutch" he played football and 
basketball from 1912 to 1915, and stayed on for 
a vear as assistant to the late John Farrell 
Macklin. He coached athletics at the Saginaw 
high school until entering the Army in 1917. 
After his discharge in 1919 he became associated 
with the U. S. Graphite company, serving as sales 
manager for nearly 25 years. He left that con­
cern in 1945 to take an executive post with Sugar 
Beet Products company. He is survived by his 
wife, his son, Albert S., '50, and two brothers, 
Harold C. and Carl F., '20. 

STANLEY JAMES CULVER, '17, who served 
as Jackson county agricultural agent for 25 years, 
died at his home in Jackson Feb. 20. A veteran 
of World War I, Mr. Culver taught agriculture 
and traveled for the Michigan State Farm Bureau 
before joining the extension service. He was 
Emmet county agent before going to Jackson 
where he served until his retirement a few years 
ago. His survivors include his daughter, Mar­
garet Culver Ball, '42. 

WILLIAM EDLEY AMES, w'22, owner of 
Ames and Ash direct mail service in Lansing, 
died in a Detroit hospital, March 14. A native 
of Detroit, Mr. Ames had lived in Lansing since 
1932 when he etablished the Ames Multi-Service. 
He later joined in the firm of Ames and Ash and 
owned both at the time of his death. His wife, 
mother, and two sisters survive. 

MARCEL RAYMOND KAISER, w'22, commer­
cial steam supervisor for the Detroit Edison 
Company, died March 2. A veteran of World 
War I, Mr. Kaiser had lived in the Detroit area 
for the past 30 years. His wife survives. 

LOUIS HENRY LAFOND, '23, for many years 
owner and manager of the LaFond Veterinary 
Hospital at 3191 W. 8 Mile Rd., Detroit, died 
Feb. 15 in Pigeon, Mich. 
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WILLIAM MORTON GILLETT, '27, former 
engineer with Michigan Bell Telephone company 
and later with Consumers Power, died in Sagi­
naw, Mich., June 22, 1953. Among his survivors 
is his brother, Francis, '29. 

HERBERT JOHN RATHS, '31, agricultural 
engineer for the Soil Conservation Service for 
many years, died June 21, 1953. After complet­
ing work on his M.S. at Ohio State University 
in 1934, he joined the government soil service 
and served in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and New 
York regions. At the time of his death he was 
living at 283 S. Grove St., East Aurora, N.Y., 
where Mrs. Raths (Marian Holley, '32) and their 
four children make their home. 

CHARLES WILLIAM MAY, '36, a colonel in 
the U. S. Marine Corps, was killed in action in 
Korea, Dec. 21, 1951. He received a commission 
in the Marine Corps on graduation and served 
in various stations before World War II includ­
ing Cuba, Quantico, and Mare Island. During 
the war he served in Panama and the South 
Pacific, including the Bougainville and Okinawa 
campaigns. During the heavy losses over North 
Korea, Col. May, a specialist on anti-aircraft, 
volunteered an observation mission from which 
his plane did not return. Official notice of his 
death was not issued until after the prisoner 
exchange. He is survived by his wife, his mother, 
and brother, Albert F. Jr., '40. 

JOHN GAGE KETZLE, w'42, veteran of World 
War II and a ranger with the National Park 
Service, died in May, 1953. After his discharge 
from the Army in 1945, he enrolled at the New 
York State College of Forestry in Syracuse, re­
ceiving his B.S. in landscape engineering and 
recreational forestry in 1949. Until shortly before 
his death he was stationed at Big Bend National 
Park in Texas. The Department of the Interior 
posthumously awarded him its Commendable Serv­
ice Honor Award. He is survived by his wife, 
the former Betty McBratney, w'43, and son, 
Dale Alan. 

ROSEMARY HOWLAND WIKOL, '45, Detroit 
short story writer and former guest editor of 
Mademoiselle magazine, died March 15. She is 
survived by her huband, Walter O. Wikol, and 
her mother. 


